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CORRESPONDENCE. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

(CONTINUED.) 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  950.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  18,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  bave  tte  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  27th 
of  April,  together  with  the  reports  of  debates  which  have  occurred  in  the  House 
of  Lords  and  in  the  House  of  Commons,  concerning  the  case  of  the  Tuscaloosa. 
I  observe  with  much  pleaAure  that  the  ministry  have  successfully  vindicated 
the  proceedings  which  ihey  adopted  in  that  case,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
,the  neutrality  which  her  Majesty  so  unequivocally,  though  prematurely,  pro- 
claimed at  the  beginning  of  our  civil  war. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.t  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.]  ^ 

No.  951.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  April,  No.  672,  has  been  received,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  your  correspondence  with  Earl  Russell,  on  the  subject 
of  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  seamen  in  British  ports ;  also  reports  of  the 
judicial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Rumble,  who  is  implicated  in  these  un- 
lawful enlistments  ;  as  well  as  a  report  of  similar  proceedings  in  the  case  of 
the  pirates  of  the  Joseph  L.  Gerrity. 

•  ••  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^v.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  952.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  18,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
No.  671,  which  relates  to  the  approaching  trial  of  the  case  of  the  Messrs. 
l^drd'i  lamB :  the  restoration  of  the  Alexandra  to  the  nominal  owners,  her 
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fitting  for  sea,  your  iiiBtrnctions  to  Mr.  Dudley  in  regard  to  her;  the  disposi- 
tion of  threo  vessels  of  the  Osborne  flotilla;  the  movements  of  the  Ala- 
bama; the  whereabouts  of  the  Georgia  and  the  Rappahannock ;  and  the 
unprofitableness  of  the  rebel  fleet  of  late. 

You  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the  information  thus  imparted,  and  my  ap- 
proval of  your  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  i^c,  Sfc» 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adamt, 


No.  953.]  Department  of  State, 

Waihington,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  April,  No.  670,  and  have 
read  with  much  advantage  the  remarks  it  contains  on  the  subject  of  political 
afiairs  in  Great  Britain. 

The  reflection  which  vour  survey  excites  is,  that  Great  Britain  is  at  this 
moment  preoccupied  with  a  domestic  party  strife ;  while  Germany  and  Den- 
mark show  her  so  much  deference  as  to  meet  in  London  to  discusa  their  differ- 
ences there,  quite  free  from  any  dependence  upon  her  opinions  or  wishes  as  to 
the  terms  of  settlement.  Meantime,  while  the  British  people  earnestly  desire 
peace  everywhere,  except  in  the  United  States,  storms  seem  to  be  gathering  ia, 
every  quarter  of  the  world.  I  cannot  suppress  the  thought  that  if  Great 
Britain,  at  the  beginning  of  our  civil  war,  had  regarded  it  as  a  wound  that 
ought  to  have  been  speedily  healed,  rather  than  aggravated  by  unfriendly 
hands,  her  own  great  prestige  would  have  been  better  preserved.  Every  day'a 
experience  confirms  the  belief  that  nations  which  insist  upon  maintaining  free 
constitutional  elective  governments  must,  for  their  common  safety,  stand  by 
and  sustain  each  other. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD, 

Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4v.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  693.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  week  of  despatches  numbered 
917,  919,  and  920,  heretofore  reported  as  missing,  and  likewise  of  others  in 
regular  order  from  924  to  938,  inclusive. 

The  short  adjournment  of  Parliament  for  Whitsuntide,  and  the  warm  wea- 
ther, have  combined  to  send  almost  everybody  into  the  country  for  this  week. 
The  consequence  has  been  a  sudden  and  extraordinary  calm  on  the  surface  of 
affairs.  This  will,  however,  prove  but  temporary,  as  none  of  the  elements  of 
agitation  have  yet  been  removed.  The  conference  sat  three  hours  on  Tuesday, 
and  then  adjourned  to  the  28th  instant,  without  coming  any  nearer  to  an  agree- 
ment. There  are  multitudes  of  flying  and  unfounded  rumors  as  to  the  health 
of  Lord  Palmerston,  and  the  divisions  of  the  ministry,  which  only  indicate  the 
feverish  condition  of  opinion,  and  the  expectation  of  an  early  change.  It  is 
not  easy  to  say  how  much  longer  this  period  of  transition  may  cont.nue.  On 
the  one  hand,  it  may  be  that  some  arrangement  of  the  Danish  matter  will  bo 
hit  upon,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  tide  the  ministry  over  to  another  sea- 
son.    On  the  other  hand,  the  breaking  up  of  assembly  without  a  result  may 
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lead  at  once  to  a  new  organization  at  home  and  grave  events  abroad.  The  bit- 
terness of  the  press  of  the  respective  nations  towards  one  another  is  rapidly 
increasing.  One  thing  is  certain,  nothing  will  restore  vigor  to  this  government 
but  a  dissolution  of  Parliament. 

Whilst  we  are  in  this  condition,  matters  in  America  become  of  decidedly 
•econdary  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  IVashingion,  D,  C 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract] 


No.  694.]  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

Land<m,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  sent  you  last  week,  by  the  ordinaiy  post,  a  cony  of  the  London  Times, 
containing  a  report  of  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the  Commons  on  Friday, 
the  13th  instant,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Baring. 

Had  the  government  felt  itself  competent  to  the  assumption  of  any  poBitive 
policy,  here  would  have  been  an  excellent  opportunity.  The  general  efiPect  of 
the  discussion,  as  well  as  the  gradual  progress  of  opinion  of  the  commercial 
classes,  had  paved  the  way  for  the  support  of  any  measure  of  repression  of  the 
proceednigs  of  the  rebel  agents  and  their  sympathizers,  which  might  have  been 
proposed.  The  ministry  shrunk  back  from  the  occasion,  partly  from  its  innate 
dread  of  anything  positive,  and  partly  from  a  sense  of  a  necessity  not  to  shake 
the  feeble  base  of  resistance  it  has  laid  against  our  claims  of  indemnity  for  the 
consequences  of  its  past  errors.  The  attorney  general,  in  his  singularly  pro- 
fessional speech,  was  candid  enough  to  admit  that  the  spectre  of  the.  Alabama 
stood  in  the  way  of  doing  what  might,  at  the  present  moment,  be  just  in  itself 
as  well  as  effective  in  the  prevention  of  future  abuses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  the  London  Times  of  May  13,  1864.] 
THE  GEORGLi. 

Mr.  T.  Baring,  in  rising  to  call  attention  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  vessel  has  been  allowed  to  enter  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  to  put  a  question 
on  the  subject,  said  that  as  he  brought  this  matter  befcire  the  house  simply  as  one 
of  English  interest,  he  should  not  refer  to  the  feelings  or  prospects  of  either  of 
the  contending  parties,  nor  should  he  endeavor  to  provoke  an  expression  of 
sympathy  with  either  side.  He  wished  to  make  no  charge  against  the  govern- 
ment, and,  if  he  referred  at  all  to  the  past,  it  would  be  to  illustrate  the  position 
in  which  the  country  was  placed  as  to  its  international  enffagements.  An  inci- 
dent had  recently  occurred  which  was  of  a  most  extraordinary  character.    A 
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fitting  for  sea,  your  iiiBtructions  to  Mr.  Dudley  in  regard  to  her ;  the  disposi- 
tion of  threa  vessels  of  the  Osborne  flotilla;  the  movements  of  the  Ala- 
bama; the  thereabouts  of  the  Georgia  and  the  Rappahannock ;  and  the 
unprofitableness  of  the  rebel  fleet  of  late. 

You  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the  information  thus  imparted,  and  my  ap- 
proval of  your  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


G.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 


No.  953.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  April,  No.  670,  and  have 
read  with  much  advantage  the  remarks  it  contains  on  the  subject  of  political 
affairs  in  Great  Britain. 

The  reflection  which  your  survey  excites  is,  that  Great  Britain  is  at  this 
moment  preoccupied  with  a  domestic  party  strife ;  while  Germany  and  Den- 
mark show  her  so  much  deference  as  to  meet  in  London  to  discusa  their  differ- 
ences there,  quite  free  from  any  dependence  upon  her  opinions  or  wishes  as  to 
the  terms  of  settlement.  Meantime,  while  the  British  people  earnestly  desire 
peace  everywhere,  except  in  the  United  States,  storms  seem  to  be  gathering  in, 
every  quarter  of  the  world.  I  cannot  suppress  the  thought  that  if  Great 
Britain,  at  the  beginning  of  our  civil  war,  had  regarded  it  as  a  wound  that 
ought  to  have  been  speedily  healed,  rather  than  aggravated  by  unfriendly 
hands,  her  own  great  prestige  would  have  been  better  preserved.  Every  day's 
experience  confirms  the  belief  that  nations  which  insist  upon  maintaining  free 
constitutional  elective  governments  must,  for  their  common  safety,  stand  by 
and  sustain  each  other. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  \c„  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  693.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  week  of  despatches  numbered 
917,  919,  and  920,  heretofore  reported  as  missing,  and  likewise  of  others  in 
regular  order  from  924  to  938,  inclusive. 

The  short  adjournment  of  Parliament  for  Whitsuntide,  and  the  warm  wea- 
ther, have  combined  to  send  almost  everybody  into  the  country  for  this  week. 
The  consequence  has  been  a  sudden  ana  extraordinary  calm  on  the  surface  of 
affairs.  This  will,  however,  prove  but  temporary,  as  none  of  the  elements  of 
agitation  have  yet  been  removed.  The  conference  sat  three  hours  on  Tuesday, 
and  then  adjourned  to  the  28th  instant,  without  coming  any  nearer  to  an  agree- 
ment. There  are  multitudes  of  flying  and  unfounded  rumors  as  to  the  health 
of  Lord  Palmerston,  and  the  divisions  of  the  ministry,  which  only  indicate  the 
feverish  condition  of  opinion,  and  the  expectation  of  an  early  change.  It  is 
not  easy  to  say  how  much  longer  this  period  of  transition  may  cont.nue.  On 
the  one  hand,  it  may  be  that  some  arrangement  of  the  Danish  matter  will  be 
hit  upon,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  tide  the  ministry  over  to  another  sea- 
son.    On  the  other  hand,  the  breaking  up  of  assembly  without  a  result  may 
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lead  at  once  to  a  new  organization  at  home  and  grave  events  abroad.  The  bit- 
temees  of  the  press  of  the  respective  nations  towards  one  another  is  rapidly 
increasing.  One  thing  is  certain,  nothing  will  restore  vigor  to  this  government 
bat  a  disfiolation  of  Parliament. 

Whilst  we  are  in  this  condition,  matters  in  America  become  of  decided! j 
secondary  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Mr.  Setoard. 
lEztract] 


Ko.  694.]  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

London,  May  19,  1864. 

SiB:  I  sent  you  last  week,  by  the  ordinaiy  post,  a  copy  of  the  London  Times, 
containing  a  report  of  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the  Commons  on  Friday, 
the  13th  instant,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Baring. 

Had  the  government  felt  itself  competent  to  the  assumption  of  any  positive 
policy,  here  would  have  been  an  excellent  opportunity.  The  general  effect  of 
the  discussion,  as  well  as  the  gradual  progress  of  opinion  of  the  commercial 
classes,  had  paved  the  way  for  the  support  of  any  measure  of  repression  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  rebel  agents  and  their  sympathizers,  which  might  have  been 
proposed.  The  ministry  shrunk  back  from  the  occasion,  partly  from  its  innate 
dread  of  anything  positive,  and  partly  from  a  sense  of  a  necessity  not  to  shake 
the  feeble  base  of  resistance  it  has  laid  against  our  claims  of  indemnity  for  the 
consequences  of  its  past  errors.  The  attorney  general,  in  his  singularly  pro- 
fessional speech,  was  candid  enough  to  admit  that  the  spectre  of  the.  Ala^ma 
stood  in  the  way  of  doing  what  might,  at  the  present  moment,  be  just  in  itself 
as  well  as  e£fective  in  the  prevention  of  future  abuses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  the  London  Times  of  May  13,  1864.] 
THE  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  T.  Baring,  in  rising  to  call  attention  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  vessel  has  been  allowed  to  enter  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  to  put  a  question 
on  the  subject,  said  that  as  he  brought  this  matter  before  the  house  simply  as  one 
of  English  interest,  he  should  not  refer  to  the  feelings  or  prospects  of  either  of 
the  contending  parties,  nor  should  he  endeavor  to  provoke  an  expression  of 
sympathy  with  either  side.  He  wished  to  make  no  charge  against  the  govern- 
ment, and,  if  he  referred  at  all  to  the  past,  it  would  be  to  illustrate  the  position 
in  which  the  country  was  placed  as  to  its  international  engagements.  An  inci- 
dent had  recently  occurr^  which  was  of  a  most  extraordinary  character.    A 
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vessel-of-war  canying,  as  they  were  told,  the  flag  and  commiBsion  of  the  con- 
federate government,  had  recently  entered  the  port  of  Liverpool.     She  was  still 
there,  and  when  the  house  heard  her  history  it  would  be  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  course  which  had  been  pursued.     This  was  her  history:     The  Japan, 
otherwise  the  Virginia,  commonly  known  as  the  Georgia,  was  built  at  Dumbar- 
ton, on  the  Clyde.     She  was  eouipped  by  a  Liverpool  fimi.     Her  crew  was 
shipped  by  the  same  Liverpool  firm  for  Shanghai,  and  sent  round  to  Greenock 
by  steamer.     She  was  entered  on  the  31st  of  March,  1863,  as  for  Point  de  Galle 
and  Hong  Kong,  with  a  crew  of  forty-eight  men.     She  cleared  on  the  1st  of 
April.     She  left  her  anchorage  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  April,  ostensibly  to 
try  her  engines,  but  did  not  return.     She  had  no  armament  on  leaving  Greenock, 
but  a  few  days  after  her  departure  a  small  steamer  called  the  Allar,  freighted 
with  guns,  shot,  shell,  &c.,  and  having  on  board  a  partner  of  the  Liverpool  firm 
who  had  equipped  her  and  shipped  her  crew,  left  Newhaven  and  met  the  Georgia 
off  the  coast  of  France,  near  tfshant.    The  cargo  of  the  Allar  was  successfully 
transferred  to  the  Georgia  on  the  8th  or  9th  of  April ;  her  crew  consisted  o£ 
British  subjects.    The  Allar  put  into  Plymouth  on  the  11th  of  April,  bringing 
the  Liverpool  merchant  who  had  directed  the  proceedings  throughout,  and 
bringing  also  fifteen  seamen  who  had  refused  to  proceed  in  the  Georgia  on 
learning  her  real  character.     The  rest  of  the  crew  remained.     At  the  time  of  her 
departure  the  Georgia  was  registered  as  the  property  of  a  Liverpool  merchant, 
a  partner  of  the  firm  which  shipped  the  crew.     She  remained  the  property  of 
this  person  until  the  23d  of  June,  when  the  register  was  cancelled,  he  notifying 
the  collector  of  her  sale  to  foreign  owners.    During  this  period,  viz  :  from  the 
Ist  of  April  to  the  23d  of  June,  the  Georgia  being  still  registered  iii  the  name 
of  a  Liverpool  merchant,  and  thus  his  property,  was  carrying  on  war  against  the 
United  States  with  whom  we  are  in  alliance.     It  was  while  still  a  British  vessel 
that  she  captured  and  burnt  the  Dictator,  and  captured  and  released  under  bond 
the  Griswold,  the  same  vessel  which  had  brought  com  to  the  Lancashire  suffer- 
ers.   The  crew  of  the  Georgia  was  paid  through  the  same  Liverpool  firm.     A 
copy  of  an  advance-note  used  was  to  be  found  in  the  diplomatic  correspondence. 
The!  same  firm  continued  to  act  in  this  capacity  throughout  the  cruise  of  the 
Georgia.    After  cruising  in  the  Atlantic  and  burning  and  bonding  a  number  of 
vessels  the  Georgia  made  for  Cherbourg,  where  she  arrived  on  the  28th  of 
October.    There  was  at  the  time  much  discontent  among  the  crew.     Many 
deserted,  leave  of  absence  was  given  to  others,  and  their  wages  were  paid  aU 
along  by  the  same  Liverpool  firm.     In  order  to  get  the  Georgia  to  sea  again 
the  Liverpool  fiam  enlisted,  in  Liverpool,  some  twenty  seamen,  and  sent  them 
to  BresJ;.     The  Georgia  left   Cherbourg  on  a  second   cruise,  but  having  no 
success  she  returned  to  that  port,  and  thence  to  Liverpool,  where  her  crew  have 
been  paid  off  without  any  concealment,  and  the  vesel  is  now  laid  up.     Here, 
then,  was  the  case  of  a  vessel  clandestinely  built,  fraudulently  leaving  the  port 
of  her  construction,  taking  Englishmen  on  board  as  her  crew,  and  waging  war 
against  the  United  States,  an  ally  of  ours,  without  having  once  entered  a  port 
of  the  power  the  commission  of  which  she  bore,  but  being  for  some  time  the 
property  of  an  English  subject.    We  heard  nothing  of  the  steps,  which,  under 
those  circumstances,  were  taken  by  the  government,  but  he  felt  assured  they 
had  done  all  that  lay  in  their  power,  and  was  consistent  with  their  duty  under 
the  existing  law.     It  was,  therefore,  not  their  conduct  in  the  matter,  but  the 
impotency  and  insufficiency  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  which  our  courts  of 
justic  found  it  impossible  to  interpret,  that  he  wished  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  house.    Ihe  vessels  to  which  he  alluded  were  vessels  which  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  arrested  if  time  had  been  given  and  if  their  purpose  had 
been  known.    The  question  was,  in  fact,  could  we  be  said  to  be  carrying  out 
our  obligations  as  a  neutral  power  towards  a  belligerent  which  was  an  ally,  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  international  law,  though  it  might  be  in  harmonv  with 
our  municipal  law,  while  such  a  state  of  things  was  permitted  to  exist  f    For 
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Ills  own  part,  he  bad  no  wish  to  lose  himself  in  the  mazes  of  a  legal  discussion 
on  the  subject,  but  common  sense  as  well  as  international  law,  he  believed,  pre- 
scribed that  a  neutral  should  act  towards  a  belligerent  who  was  an  ally  as  she 
would  like  to  be  done  by.  (Hear.)  It  was  in  order  to  prevent  a  war  between 
neutrals  and  belligerents  that  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was  passed,  and  if 
vessels  were  allowed  to  proceed  on  a  course  of  devastation,  if  they  were  admit- 
ted into  the  ports  of  our  dependencies  and  colonies,  and  not  only  that,  but  to 
put  into  ports  in  this  country,  was  it  not,  he  would  ask,  time  to  consider  whether 
we  should  not  do  our  duty  towards  others,  and  whether  the  existing  law  afforded 
us  the  means  of  protecting  the  interests  of  our  ally  as  well  as  our  own  ?  The 
question  as  to  the  extent  to  which  those  vessels  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the 
ports  of  our  colonies  and  dependencies  was,  he  contended,  one  of  serious  im- 
portance; but  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  one  as  to  which  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  doubt  what  course  the  government  should  adopt.  When  a  vessel  left  our 
ports,  which  would  have  been  arrested  here  had  her  objects  been  ascertained 
and  her  construction  certified,  and  proceeded  to  carry  into  effect  proceedings  of 
hostility  against  an  ally  to  the  endangering  of  the  peace  of  this  country,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  avail  themselves,  in 
her  case,  of  the  powers  which  they  possessed,  and  to  shut  our  ports  against  her. 
(Hear,  hear.)  If  the  house  would  permit  him,  he  would  read  on  the  subject  a 
passage  from  a  writer  on  international  law  who  signed  himself  "  Historicus," 
and  who  said,  speaking  of  the  Alabama : 

"  First  of  all,  the  English  government  must  decide  dn  the  best  information  at 
their  disposal  whether  she  was  or  was  not  unlawfully  equipped  in  this  country 
in  breach  of  our  neutrality.  Their  decision  on  this  point  ought  to  be  final,  for 
they  are  the  sole  judges  of  it,  and  the  federal  authorities  may  impugn  their 
judgment,  but  cannot  question  their  determination.  If  the  Englisn  govern- 
ment determine  that  the  Alabama  was  not  unlawfully  equipped  within  the 
realm,  she  will,  of  course,  enjoy  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  any  other 
lawful  belligerent  cruiser.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  she  is  decided  to  have  been 
unlawfully  equipped,  then  she  ought  to  be  forbidden  access  to  any  port  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain.  If  she  comes  within  our  ports  with  a  prize, 
her  prize  should  be  taken  from  her  and  restored  to  the  original  owner,  and  she 
herself  compelled  to  depart." 

There  was  another  extract  from  the  same  writer  to  which  he  wished  also  to 
invite  the  attention  of  honorable  members.     It  was  as  follows : 

"  Now,  it  is  a  sound  and  salutary  rule  of  international  practice,  established  by 
the  Americans  themselves  in  1794,  that  vessels  which  have  been  equipped  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  a  neutral  state  shall  be  excluded  from  that  hospitality 
which  is  extended  to  other  belligerent  cruisers,  on  whose  origin  there  is  no  such 
taint.  Accordingly,  the  cabinet  of  Washington  compelled  all  the  French  priva- 
teers which  had  been  illegally  fitted  out  in  America  against  England  to  leave 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  orders  were  issued  to  the  custom-house 
officers  to  prevent  their  return.  This  course  of  proceeding  appears  equally 
consonant  to  the  principles  of  law  and  the  dictates  of  policy.  The  question 
then  remams.  Was  the  Alabama  unlawfully  equipped  and  manned  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain  ?  Now,  setting  aside  me  vexed  question  of  equip- 
ment, I  think  there  can  be  very  little  doubt  on  that  of  enlistment.  The 
question  is  one  which,  from  its  very  nature,  is  not  and  cannot  become  the  subject 
of  judicial  determination,  because  a  neutral  government  cannot  exercise  a  juris- 
diction over  such  a  vessel.  It  is  a  matter  on  which  the  executive  of  the  neutral 
government  must,  according  to  the  best  information  it  can  obtain,  form  its  own 
judgment,  and  that  Judgment  is  final  and  conclusive  on  all  parties.  Now,  I 
observe  that  in  a  despatch  dated  March  27,  1863,  (parliamentary  paper,  p.  2,) 
Lord  Russell  writes, '  The  British  government  has  done  everything  in  its  power 
to  execute  the  law;  but  I  admitted  that  the  cases  of  the  Alabama  and  the 
Oreto  were  a  scandal,  and  in  some  degree  a  reproach  to  our  law.'     Now,  with 
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the  greatest  deference  to  those  persons  who  may  be  of  an  opposite  opinion,  I 
submit  that  vessels  of  which  such  a  statement  can  be  properly  made — and  that 
it  was  properly  made  no  one  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  their  outfit 
and  manning  can  honestly  doubt — are  not  entitled  to  the  hospitality  of  the 
country  whose  laws  they  have  eluded  and  abused.  I  think  that  to  deny  to  the 
Florida  and  Alabama  access  to  our  ports  would  be  the  legitimate  and  dignified 
manner  of  expressing  our  disapproval  of  the  fraud  which  has  been  practiced  upon 
our  neutrality.  If  we  abstain  from  taking  such  a  course,  I  fear  we  may  justly 
lie  under  the  imputation  of  having  done  less  to  vindicate  our  good  faith  than 
the  American  government  consented  at  our  instance  on  former  occasions  to  do.'' 
Now,  these  were  vessels  which  avowedly  ought  to  have  been  stopped  if  their 
purpose  had  been  known.  They  were  vessels  whose  destination  was  to  roam 
about,  never  getting  home,  and  which  were  tainted  with  the  offence  of  having 
violated  our  neutrality.  They  were  vessels,  therefore,  which  on  every  ground 
had  no  claim  to  the  hospitality  of  the  country,  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
both  our  international  obligations  and  a  due  regard  for  our  own  interests  ought 
to  have  led  us  to  exclude  uiem  from  our  ports.  The  Georgia  had  arrived  in 
Liverpool  and  thnre  discharged  her  crew,  and  what  guarantee  had  we  that  other 
vessels  might  not  do  the  same;  that  our  neutrality  might  not  be  violated,  and 
that  we  might  not  hereafter  have  to  deal  with  a  state  of  things  in  which  our 
position  would  be  revei-sed]  [Hear,  hear.]  While,  therefore,  he  was  anxious 
to  express  his  belief  that  under  the  law  as  it  stood  we  could  not  carry  our  inter- 
national obligations  fully  into  effect,  he  was  likewise  desirous  of  inviting  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  situation  in  which  this  country  would  be  if  the 
precedents  now  established  were  acted  upon  in  the  event  of  our  being  involved 
in  war,  while  other  States  were  neutral.  Under  the  present  construction  of  our 
municipal  law  there  was  no  necessity  that  a  belligerent  should  have  a  port,  or 
even  a  sea-shore.  Provided  she  had  money,  or  that  money  was  supplied  to  her 
by  a  neutral,  she  might  fit  out  vessels,  and  those  vessels  might  go  about  the 
seas  dealing  destruction  to  British  jshipping  and  property.  Take  the  case^ 
which  I  hope  we  shall  avoid,  of  our  being  at  war  with  Genuany.  There  would, 
as  things  now  stand,  be  nothing  to  prevent  the  Diet  of  Frankfort  from  havine 
a  fleet.  A  number  of  the  small  states  of  Germany  might  unite  together  and 
become  a  great  naval  power.  Money  was  all  that  was  required  for  the  purpose; 
and  Saxony  without  a  sea- shore  might  have  a  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
without  any  docks,  who  might  have  a  large  fleet  at  his  disposal.  The  only 
answer*  we  could  make  under  those  circumstances  to  France  and  the  United 
States,  who  as  neutrals  might  fit  out  vessels  against  us  on  the  pretence  that 
they  were  German  cruisers,  was  that  we  would  go  to  war  with  them ;  so  that, 
by  the  course  of  policy  ^which  we  were  pursuing,  we  rendered  ourselves  liable 
to  the  alternative  of  having  our  property  completely  destroyed,  or  entering  into 
a  contest  with  every  neutral  power  in  the  world.  [Hear,  hear.]  We  ought, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  ask  ourselves  what  we  had  at  stake.  He  would 
not  trouble  the  house  with  statistics  on  the  point,  but  we  all  knew  that  our 
commerce  was  to  be  found  extending  itself  to  every  sea,  that  our  vessels  floated 
in  the  waters  of  every  clime,  that  even  with  our  cruisers  afloat  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  pick  up  an  Alabama,  and  that  the  destniction  of  our  property  might  go 
on  despite  all  our  power  and  resources.  What  would  be  the  result  ?  That  we 
must  submit  to  the  destruction  of  our  property,  or  that  our  shipping  interests 
must  withdraw  their  ships  from  the  ocean.  That  was  a  danger  the  apprehen- 
sion of  which  was  not  confined  to  himself,  but  was  shared  by  many  who  were 
far  better  able  to  form  a  judgment  than  he  was,  and  so  strongly  was  it  felt  by 
shipowners  that  memorials  had  already  been  addressed  to  the  government  upon 
the  subject.  Last  year  such  a  memorial  was  sent  to  Earl  Russell  by  the  ship- 
owners of  Hull,  and,  if  he  was  not  misinformed,  a  similar  one  had  been  sent  by 
the  shipowners  of  Belfast  to  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  the  member  for 
that  borough,  who  had  forwarded  it  to  the  noble  earL     The  memorialists  stated 
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that  they  viewed  with  the  greatest  apprehension  the  permiseion  which  was  now 
^^g  given  for  the  violation  of  oar  neutrality  and  the  clandestine  furnishing  of 
ships  to  a  belligerent;  and  last  night  the  honorable  member  for  Liverpool 
presented  a  petition,  signed  by  almost  Hll  the  great  shipowners  of  that  place, 
enforcing  the  same  view.  He  was  a  little  surprised  at  this,  because  what  was 
happening  around  us  was  a  source  of  great  profit  to  our  shipowners  [hear,  hear ;] 
bat  it  was  a  proof  that  they  were  sensible  that  the  future  danger  would  far 
preponderate  over  the  present  benefit  and  advantages.  [Hear,  hear.]  Merchants 
and  shipoMmers  were  generally  a  quiescent  body,  attending  to  their  own  affairs 
and  leaving  the  concerns  of  the  country  to  those  in  whose  abilities,  position, 
and  experience  they  had  confidence,  and  on  whom  they  could  rely,  on  whatever 
side  of  the  house  they  may  sit,  patriotically  to  unite  to  avert  the  evils  against 
which  private  individuals  could  not  secure  themselves.  He  was  surprised  that 
no  proposal  was  made  by  the  government  f«>r  the  modification  of  the  existing 
law,  and  he  could  not  imagine  that  if  such  an  attempt  were  made  honorable 
members  on  his  own  side  of  the  house  would  refuse  to  assist  ihem  in  taking 
steps  to  insure  this  country  against  the  dangers  which  menaced  its  commerce. 
They  ought  no  longer  to  dally  with  this  question.  It  was  one  of  immense 
importance  and  of  a  most  dangerous  character.  Neither  the  government  nor 
any  one  else  could  be  deterred  from  proposing  or  adopting  a  necessary  measure 
by  the  fear  that  they  might  be  taunted  with  acting  at  the  dictation  of  the  United 
States.  No  one  could  be  more  indisposed  than  he  should  be  to  sacrifice  the 
rights,  the  interests,  or  the  honor  of  the  country  to  the  dictation  of  a  foreign 
power,  but  no  one  could  be  more  convinced  that  they  ought  to  blush  for  them- 
selves and  their  country  if  they  were  deterred  by  the  fear  of  some  newspaper 
taunt,  some  electioneering  speech,  or  some  piece  of  stump  oratory,  from  yielding 
to  the  dictation  of  reason  and  good  sense,  and  applying  a  remedy  where  an  evil 
had  been  proved  to  exist.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  had  heard  it  said  that  this  was 
not  the  time  to  take  such  a  step ;  that  we  ought  to  wait  until  the  war  was  over, 
when  we  could  pass  an  act  without  apprehension  that  its  purport  or  intention 
might  be  mistaken.  Was  any  foreign  enlistment  act  ever  passed  in  time  of 
peace!  [Hear.]  Our  own  act  was  passed  in  1819,  while  Spain  was  at  war 
with  her  colonies.  And  let  the  house  remember  the  act  of  General  Washington, 
perhaps  the  boldest  act  of  his  life,  when  he  issued  his  proclamation  to  prevent 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  taking  part  in  a  war  against  Great 
Britain.  The  whole  feeling  of  that  country  was  on  the  side  of  France. 
"  France  and  freedom"  was  opposed  to  "  Great  Britain  and  tyranny."  All  the 
recollections  of  the  past  war  with  Great  Britain  were  fresh  in  the  memory  of 
the  Americans,  and  their  gratitude  to  France  was  still  alive.  Popular  feeling 
was  strongly  against  General  Washington,  and  yet  he  perilled  his  power,  his 
influence,  and  his  popularity,  and  had  the  courage  to  propose  and  carry  a 
measure  for  which  he  was  afterwards  praised  and  blessed  by  his  countrymen, 
because  they  recognized  it  as  being  in  accordance  with  wisdom,  with  their  own 
Interests,  and  with  justice.  [  Hear.]  The  moral  which  he  drew  from  that  was, 
that  whatever  might  be  their  individual  sympathies  or  their  wishes  and  views 
as  to  the  causes  or  results  of  the  pending  contest,  they  need  not  be  afraid  of 
being  charged  with  acting  under  the  dictation  of  a  country  which  was  now 
engaged  in  the  most  exhausting  conflict  that  had  ever  occurred.  They  ought 
not  to  yield  tt)  sympathy  when  the  dictate  of  duty  was  clear  that  they  should 
act  to  others  as  they  would  that  they  should  act  to  them  [hear;]  they  ought  not 
to  be  prevented  from  adopting  such  a  measure  as  might  avert  the  calamity  to 
which  he  had  adverted  so  imperfectly,  but  which  now  loomed  in  the  view  of 
every  shipowner  [hear;]  they  ought  not  to  be  deterred  from  passing  such  an 
act  as  would  protect  this  country  against  the  charge  of  being  neutral  only  when 
it  suited  her  purposes,  and  violating  it  when  it  suited  her  interests.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  change  of  the  law  this  was  the 
■MMnent  when  those  who  guided  and  controlled  our  destinies  were  bound  to 
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consider  what  coarse  should  be  pnrsaed.  We  could  do  it  now  without  giving 
rise  to  any  idea  that  we  had  been  threatened.  If  we  did  it  now  we  might  save 
ourselves,  while  if  it  was  delayed  we  could  not-avoid  retribution  hereafter.  If 
we  missed  this  opportunity,  what  we  might  do  at  a  time  of  general  peace  would 
not  be  accepted  when  war  occurred.  We  should  be  referred  back  not  to  what 
we  had  done  after  the  war  was  over,  but  to  the  acts  which  we  had  sanctioned 
by  our  present  policy. .  He  was  anxious  to  ask  the  government  whether  they 
did  no.t  see  that  what  had  occurred  at  Liverpool  might  lead  to  our  neutrality 
being  called  in  question,  that  it  perilled  the  performance  of  our  national  obliga- 
tions, and  might  seriously  affect  our  interests  and  welfiue  in  the  future.  [Hear» 
hear.J 

The  Attorney  Obnbral.  With  many  things  which  have  been  said  by  my 
honorable  ^end  in  the  course  of  his  able  and  temperate  speech  I  entirely  agree. 
[Hear,  hear.]  No  one  who  has  observed  the  conduct  which  the  government 
have  endeavored  to  pursue  with  regard  to  this  most  important  political  subject 
during  the  past  two  years  cwi  doubt  that,  whether  successful  or  otherwise,  they 
have  endeavored  to  the  best  of  their  power  to  vindicate  the  laws  of  this  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  a  sincere  and  impartial  neutrality. 
I  know  that  these  professions  will  not  meet  with  the  assent  of  those  who,  in 
their  own  minds,  have  no  sympathy  with  the  neutrality  itself,  who  have  given 
themselves,  doubtless  under  the  impulse  of  generous  motives,  to  entire,  unquali- 
fied, and  enthusiastic  sympathy  with  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerents.  Never- 
theless, I  have  great  confidence  that  the  country  generally  will  perceive  that  the 
government,  in  the  course  which  they  have  pursued  in  circumstances  of  some 
slight  difficulty,  have  really  desired  to  maintain  the  law  and  preserve  the  honor 
of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  deviate  from  the  path  of  a  real  and 
impartial  neutinlity.  [Hear,  hear.]  Addressing  myself  first  to  the  last  and 
most  generally  important  of  the  topics  of  my  honorable  fnend's  speech,  I  need 
hardly  say  that  we  are  quite  sensible  of  the  gravity  of  the  public  evil  which 
exists  when  merchants  or  any  other  persons  in  this  country  hold  themselves  at 
liberty,  by  all  kinds  of  shifts  and  evasions,  [hear,  hear,]  to  treat  with  contempt 
her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  to  make  themselves  parties  in  a  war  in 
which  her  Majesty  has  proposed  to  be  neutral ;  to  shelter  themselves  under  all 
those  opportunities  of  escape  which  the  just  regard  of  the  law  of  our  country 
for  persons  accused  of  any  offence  invariably  offers ;  and  to  do  acts  which  in 
their  immediate  effects  place  in  peril  the  friendly  relations  of  this  and  another 
great  nation,  [hear,  hear,]  and  which  in  their  ultimate  consequences  may  possibly 
recoil  with  the  most  disastrous  and  destructive  effect  upon  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  their  own  country.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  government  had  some  right  to 
hope  that  in  the  circumstances  of  such  a  war  as  this  English  merchants  occupy-* 
ing  eminent  positions  would  not  spell  out  the  law  under  the  advice  of  lawyers, 
saying  "  I  cannot  find  it  in  the  bond,"  [hear,  hear,]  and,  availing  themselves  of 
every  means  of  escape  which  ingenuity  can  suggest,  bring  this  country  into 
peril,  and  create  a  precedent  for  future  mischief  and^  danger,  against  which  the 
law  of  this  country  seeks  to  provide.  [Hear.]  I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come — 
indeed,  I  think  I  may  infer  from  the  memorial  to  which  my  honorable  friend 
has  referred  that  the  time  has  come,  when  the  voice  of  the  mercantile  community 
will  be  raised,  so  that  those  who  may  be  unwilling  to  hold  themselves  bound  by 
her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality  shall  see  that  they  cannot  expect  the 
support  of  the  great  body  of  their  fellow-countrymen.  [Hear,  hear.]  I  must 
endeavor  to  show  that  the  conduct  which  has  been  pursued  by  her  Majesty's 
government  has  been  that  which  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect.  The  house 
is  aware  that  there  are  only  three  vessels  which  are  alleged,  and  in  those  cases 
I  do  not  say  the  allegations  are  well  founded,  as  they  have  never  been  brought 
to  the  test  of  judicial  proceedings,  but  there  are  only  three  vessels  which  are 
alleged  to  have  been  fitted  out  in  this  country  in  violation  of  the  law,  and  with 
the  practical  effect  of  placing  this  country  in  the  situation  of  ministering  in  a 
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.  most  important  and  formidable  manner  to  the  warlike  reqnirements  of  one  of 
two  belligerents.  [Hear.]  The  government  believe  that  the  law  was  intended 
to  strike,  and  does  strike,  at  such  acts.  With  regard  to  these  three  ships,  the 
house  will  recollect  that  the  first  which  left  the  shores  of  this  country,  the  Oreto, 
afteFwards  the  Florida,  left  before  any  information  upon  which  the  government 
conld  act  had  been  imparted  to  them.  That  vessel  was  afterwards  arrested  at 
Nassau,  was  tried  there  and  acquitted,  but  it  was  found  that  there  was  reason- 
able cause  for  the  arrest.  So  far  the  government  was  not  to  blame.  As  to  the 
next  ship,  the  Alabama,  I  need  not  repeat  what  was  said  upon  a  former  occasion 
as  to  the  steps  which  were  taken  by  the  government,  after  full  consideration  of 
the  evidence  laid  before  them,  with  a  view  to  arrest  that  vessel.  It  is  well 
known  to  the  house  and  to  the  country  that  orders  to  that  effect  were  given, 
bnt  the  ship  in  the  mean  time  made  her  escape.  Then,  lastly,  there  was  this 
vessel,  the  Georgia,  as  to  which  no  information  whatever  reached  her  Majesty's 
government;  no  evidence  upon  which  we  could  act  until  she  was  actually  gone. 
So  successfully  dis^ised  were  the  real  designs  of  those  connected  with  that  ship 
that,  as  my  honorable  friend  has  stated,  the  crew  were  actually  engaged  for  a 
vc^rage  to  Shanghai,  and  all  other  arrangements  were  made  with  a  view  to  con* 
cealment  and  disguise,  and  it  was  only  off  the  coast  of  France  that,  meeting 
another  vessel,  she  received  her  armament  and  re-enlisted  her  crew.  The  gov- 
ernment had  no  opportunity  of  interfering  so  as  to  stop  that  vessel.  If  there 
be  those  who  think  that  all  those  proceedings  connected  with  these  ships  were 
perfectly  lawful,  they  will,  I  am  sure,  join  with  me  in  regretting  that,  being 
lawful,  they  were  not  also  open,  avowed,  and  above-board.  [Hear.]  It  does 
not  seem  favorable  to  the  conclusions  of  the  persons  engaged  in  these  proceed- 
ings that,  believing  in  thehr  lawfulness,  they  should  have  taken  all  possible 
pains  to  disguise  their  real  character.  [Hear.]  Afterwards,  as  the  house  is 
aware,  her  Majesty's  government  took  action  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  and 
since  then  with  regard  to  other  vessels,  concerning  which  I  will  say  nothing,  as 
I  hey  will  soon  be  the  subject  of  judicial  trial.    I  may  also  mention  that  in  Scot- 

and  ike  government  directed  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  Pampero,  under  the  foreign 
.enlistment  act,  and  the  result  of  that  proceeding  has  been  that  a  verdict  has  been 
*given  by  consent  for  the  crown,  and  that,  while  great  liberality  has  been  shown 

n  the  waiving  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  crown,  security  has  been  taken  against  the 
employment  of  the  vessel  for  any  belligerent  service,  and  the  authority  of  the  law 
lias  been  successfully  vindicated.  [Hear.]  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that, 
whatever  may  happen  in  these  cases  in  point  of  law  or  evidence,  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  government  does  appear  to  have  been  productive  of  good  effect,  as 
it  has  impeded  the  progress  of  the  systedi  of  fitting  out  of  naval  armaments 
fbr  a  b^ligerent  state.  We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  efforts  of  the 
government  have  been  unsuccessful  in  the  practical  object,  nor  even  so  far  as 
regards  the  elucidation  of  the  law,  although  it  would,  perhaps,  be  premature  to 
express  a  confident  opinion  upon  a  subject  concerning  which  high  authorities 
kave  differed.  But  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  a  sanguine  hope  that  the  result 
of  llie  measures  taken  by  the  government  will  be  to  clear  up  much  of  the  diffi- 
eolty  attaching  to  the  construction  of  the  law,  and  to  lead  in  future  to  a  better 
observance  of  it.  I  am  encouraged  in  that  hope  by  the  fact  that  in  the  court 
of  exchequer  two  learned  judges  adopted  the  construction  of  the  act  upon  which 
tbe  crown  had  been  advised  to  proceed.  Their  construction  has  since  received 
the  indorsement  of  a  leitrned  judge  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  under  circumstances 
which  make  it  probable  that  other  judges  of  that  court  may  concur  in  his  opinion, 
aad  in  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  in  Scotland,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  session 
pronoonced  opinions  tending,  to  a  great  extent  to  confirm  the  construction  of 
the  act  contended  for  by  the  crown.     [Hear,  hear.] 

The  result  of  all  this  is  to  leave  the  government  in  a  situation  in  which  they 
luive  a  right  to  hope  that  the  law,  as  it  is,  may  be  capable  of  being  vindicated,  and 
that  steps  taken  to  vindicate  it  will  not  fail  in  their  object,  and  therefore  the 
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consider  what  coarse  should  be  panmed.  We  could  do  it  now  without  giving 
rise  to  any  idea  that  we  had  been  threatened.  If  we  did  it  now  we  might  save 
ourselves,  while  if  it  was  delayed  we  could  not  nvoid  retribution  hereafter.  If 
we  missed  this  opportunity,  what  we  might  do  at  a  time  of  general  peace  would 
not  be  accepted  when  war  occurred.  We  should  be  referred  back  not  to  what 
we  had  done  after  the  war  was  over,  but  to  the  acts  which  we  had  sanctioned 
by  our  present  policy. .  He  was  anxious  to  ask  the  government  whether  they 
did  not  see  that  what  had  occurred  at  Liverpool  might  lead  to  our  neutrality 
being  called  in  question,  that  it  perilled  the  performance  of  our  national  obliga- 
tions, and  might  seriously  affect  our  interests  and  welfiue  in  the  future.  [Hear» 
hear.J 

The  Attorney  Obnbral.  With  many  things  which  have  been  said  by  my 
honorable  ^end  in  the  course  of  his  able  and  temperate  speech  I  entirely  agree. 
[Hear,  hear.]  No  one  who  has  observed  the  conduct  which  the  government 
have  endeavored  to  pursue  with  regard  to  this  most  important  political  subiect 
during  the  past  two  years  can  doubt  that,  whether  successful  or  otherwise,  they 
have  endeavored  to  the  best  of  their  power  to  vindicate  the  laws  of  this  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  folfil  the  obligations  of  a  sincere  and  impartial  neutrality. 
I  know  that  these  professions  will  not  meet  with  the  assent  of  those  who,  in 
their  own  minds,  have  no  sympathy  with  the  neutrality  itself,  who  have  given 
themselves,  doubtless  under  the  impulse  of  generous  motives,  to  entire,  unquali- 
fied, and  enthusiastic  sympathy  with  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerents.  Never- 
theless, I  have  great  confidence  that  the  country  generally  will  perceive  that  the 
government,  in  the  course  which  they  have  pursued  in  circumstances  of  some 
slight  difficulty,  have  really  desired  to  maintain  the  law  and  preserve  the  honor 
of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  deviate  from  the  path  of  a  real  and 
impartial  neutrality.  [Hear,  hear.]  Addressing  myself  first  to  the  last  and 
most  generally  important  of  the  topics  of  my  honorable  friend's  speech,  I  need 
hardly  say  that  we  are  quite  sensible  of  the  gravity  of  the  public  evil  which 
exists  when  merchants  or  any  other  persons  in  this  country  hold  themselves  at 
liberty,  by  all  kinds  of  shifts  and  evasions,  [hear,  hear,]  to  treat  with  contempt 
her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  to  make  themselves  parties  in  a  war  in 
which  her  Majesty  has  proposed  to  be  neutral ;  to  shelter  themselves  under  all 
those  opportunities  of  escape  which  the  just  regard  of  the  law  of  our  country 
for  persons  accused  of  any  offence  invariably  offers ;  and  to  do  acts  which  ia 
their  immediate  effects  place  in  peril  the  friendly  relations  of  this  and  another 
great  nation,  [hear,  hear,]  and  which  in  their  ultimate  consequences  may  possibly 
recoil  with  the  most  disastrous  and  destructive  effect  upon  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  their  own  country.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  government  had  some  right  to 
hope  that  in  the  circumstances  of  such  a  war  as  this  English  merchants  occupy-t 
ing  eminent  positions  would  not  spell  out  the  law  under  the  advice  of  lawyers, 
saying  "  I  cannot  find  it  in  the  bond,"  [hear,  hear,]  and,  availing  themselves  of 
every  means  of  escape  which  ingenuity  can  suggest,  bring  this  country  into 
peril,  and  create  a  precedent  for  future  mischief  and^  danger,  against  which  the 
law  of  this  country  seeks  to  provide.  [Hear.]  I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come- 
indeed,  I  think  I  may  infer  from  the  memorial  to  which  my  honorable  friend 
has  referred  that  the  time  has  come,  when  the  voice  of  the  mercantile  community 
will  be  raised,  so  that  those  who  may  be  unwilling  to  hold  themselves  bound  by 
her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality  shall  see  that  they  cannot  expect  the 
support  of  the  great  body  of  their  fellow-countrymen.  [Hear,  hear.]  I  must 
endeavor  to  show  that  the  conduct  which  has  been  pursued  by  her  Majesty's 
government  has  been  that  which  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect.  The  house 
is  aware  that  there  are  only  three  vessels  which  are  alleged,  and  in  those  cases 
I  do  not  say  the  allegations  are  well  founded,  as  they  have  never  been  brought 
to  the  test  of  judicial  proceedings,  but  there  are  only  three  vessels  which  are 
alleged  to  have  been  fitted  out  in  this  country  in  violation  of  the  law,  and  with 
the  practical  effect  of  placing  this  country  in  the  situation  of  ministering  in  m 
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.  most  important  and  formidable  manner  to  tbe  warlike  requirements  of  one  of 
two  belligerents.  [Hear.]  The  government  believe  that  the  law  was  intended 
to  strike,  and  does  strike,  at  snch  acts.  With  regard  to  these  three  ships,  the 
house  will  recollect  that  the  first  which  left  the  shores  of  this  country,  the  Oreto, 
aftevwards  the  Florida,  left  before  any  information  upon  which  the  government 
could  act  had  been  imparted  to  them.  That  vessel  was  afterwards  arrested  at 
Nassau,  was  tried  there  and  acquitted,  but  it  was  found  that  there  was  reason- 
able cause  for  the  arrest.  So  far  the  government  was  not  to  blame.  As  to  the 
next  ship,  the  Alabama,  I  need  not  repeat  what  was  said  upon  a  former  occasion 
as  to  the  steps  which  were  taken  by  the  government,  after  full  consideration  of 
the  evidence  laid  before  them,  with  a  view  to  arrest  that  vessel.  It  is  well 
known  to  the  house  and  to  the  country  that  orders  to  that  eflPect  were  given, 
but  the  ship  in  the  mean  time  made  her  escape.  Then,  lastly,  there  was  this 
vessel,  the  Georgia,  as  to  which  no  information  whatever  reached  her  Majesty's 
government;  no  evidence  upon  which  we  could  act  until  she  was  actually  gone, 
oo  succeasfiilly  dis^ised  were  the  real  designs  of  those  connected  with  that  ship 
that,  as  my  honorable  friend  has  stated,  the  crew  were  actually  engaged  for  a 
vc^rage  to  Shanghai,  and  all  other  arrangements  were  made  with  a  view  to  con- 
cealment and  disguise,  and  it  was  only  off  the  coast  of  France  that,  meeting 
another  vessel,  she  received  her  armament  and  re-enlisted  her  crew.  The  gov- 
ernment had  no  opportuni^  of  interfering  so  as  to  stop  that  vessel.  If  there 
be  those  who  think  that  all  those  proceedings  connected  with  these  ships  were 

dBctly  lawful,  they  will,  I  am  sure,  join  with  me  in  regretting  that,  being 
ul,  they  were  not  also  open,  avowed,  and  above-board.  [Hear.]  It  does 
not  seem  favorable  to  the  conclusions  of  the  persons  engaged  in  these  proceed- 
ings that,  believing  in  their  lawfulness,  they  should  have  taken  all  possible 
pains  to  disguise  their  real  character.  [Hear.]  Afterwards,  as  the  house  is 
aware,  her  Majesty's  government  took  action  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  and 
since  then  with  regard  to  other  vessels,  concerning  which  I  will  say  nothing,  as 
ihey  will  soon  be  the  subject  of  judicial  trial.  I  may  also  mention  that  in  Scot- 
and  the  government  directed  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  Pampero,  under  the  foreign 
.enlistment  act,  and  the  result  of  that  proceeding  has  been  that  a  verdict  has  been 
given  by  consent  for  the  crown,  and  that,  while  great  liberality  has  been  shown 
n  the  waiving  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  crown,  security  has  been  taken  against  the 
employment  of  the  vessel  for  any  belligerent  service,  and  the  authority  of  the  law 
has  been  successfully  vindicated.  [Hear.]  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that, 
whatever  may  happen  in  these  cases  in  point  of  law  or  evidence,  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  government  does  appear  to  have  been  productive  of  good  effect,  as 
it  has  impeded  the  progress  of  the  systeoti  of  fitting  out  of  naval  armaments 
for  a  belligerent  state.  We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  efforts  of  the 
government  have  been  unsuccessful  in  the  practical  object,  nor  even  so  far  as 
regards  the  elucidation  of  the  law,  although  it  would,  perhaps,  be  premature  to 
express  a  confident  opinion  upon  a  subject  concerning  which  high  authorities 
have  differed.  But  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  a  sanguine  hope  that  the  result 
of  the  measures  taken  by  the  government  will  be  to  clear  up  much  of  the  diffi- 
culty attaching  to  the  construction  of  the  law,  and  to  lead  in  future  to  a  better 
observance  of  it  I  am  encouraged  in  that  hope  by  the  fact  that  in  the  court 
of  exchequer  two  learned  judges  adopted  the  construction  of  the  act  upon  wliich 
tbe  crown  had  been  advised  to  proceed.  Their  construction  has  since  received 
the  indorsement  of  a  learned  judge  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  under  circumstances 
which  make  it  probable  that  other  judges  of  that  court  may  concur  in  his  opinion, 
aad  in  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  in  Scotland,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  session 
pronounced  opinions  tending,  to  a  great  extent  to  confirm  the  construction  of 
the  act  contended  for  by  the  crown.     [Hear,  hear.] 

The  result  of  all  this  is  to  leave  the  government  in  a  situation  in  which  they 
have  a  right  to  hope  that  the  law,  as  it  is,  may  be  capable  of  being  vindicated,  and 
that  steps  taken  to  vindicate  it  will  not  fail  in  their  object,  and  therefore  the 
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house  will  probably  think  that  it  will  not  be  improper,  in  the  event  of  any  sng- 
geeted  change  of  thi3  law,  for  the  government  to  act  upon  that  view ;  bnt  if  it 
Bhonld  prove  to  be  otherwise,  and  that  the  present  law  ia  not  snfficient,  then  they 
may  look  for  that  support  and  encouragement  from  this  house  and  the  country 
which  upon  a  subject  so  important  it  is  essential  to  obtain.  If,  in  the  absence 
of  such  support  and  encouragement,  proposals  for  a  change  of  the  law  wereeflPect 
ually  made,  it  would  commit  those  who  ought  to  have  the  common  interest  of 
the  country  at  heart  to  a  premature  expression  of  opinion  which  might  have  dis- 
astrous effects  upon  the  future  of  this  country.  We  think,  therefore,  that  if  it 
should  ever  become  necessary  to  consider  the  subject,  it  should  be  considered  at 
a  time  when  no  party  feelings  nor  temporary  sympathies  may  exist  to  induce 
the  house  to  take  a  course  which  it  will  be  difficult  afterwards  to  retract,  and 
which,  if  pei-severed  with,  might  be  attended  with  serious  consequences  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  house  will,  no  doubts 
consider  that  government  are  doing  right  in  adhering  to  their  original  hope  that 
the  law  as  it  is  may  be  found  sufficient  for  its  purpose,  and,  at  all  events,  that 
they  ought  not  to  propose  any  change  in  the  law  until  they  are  convinced  that 
tliere  is  absolute  necessity  for  it,  and  that  such  proposals  will  receive  the  encour- 
agement and  support  of  the  house  and  the  country,  without  wiiich  they  could 
not  be  carried  into  effect.  Having  said  that,  I  will  address  myself  to  the  par- 
ticular subject  of  the  motion  of  my  honorable  friend.  I  have  shown  that  with 
regard  to  the  former  history  of  the  Georgia  the  government  have  omitted  nothing 
which  they  could  do  under  the  circumstances.  That  ship  has  now  returned  as 
a  confederate  ship — ^a  public  ship-of-war,  with  a  regular  commission  as  such.  I 
must  here  notice  one  observation  of  my  honorable  friend.  He  says  that  from  the 
1st  of  April,  1863,  until  the  following  23d  of  June,  this  ship — the  Georgia — was 
registered  in  this  country  in  the  name  of  a  British  owner,  a  merchant  of  Liver- 
pool, and  that  therefore  she  was  cruising,  burning,  and  destroying  vessels  at  a 
time  when  she  was  a  British  ship.  I  must  demur  altogether  to  the  law  of  my 
honorable  friend  in  that  respect.  The  register  is  nothing  but  the  title  of  a  British 
owner  for  a  municipal  purpose  in  this  country.  A  ship  which  has  a  British 
register,  and  which  is  afterwards  transferred  to  a  foreign  belligerent  power,  can- 
not, by  the  mere  fact  of  her  still  remaining  registered  in  £ngland  as  the  property 
of  a  British  owner,  in  any  way  be  justly  styled  a  British  ship.  [Hear,  hear.] 
Nor  can  it  be  said  that  she  has  not  become  what  this  vessel  really  is — a  public 
vessel->of-war.  I  regret  that  my  honorable  friend  should  have  used  an  argument 
that  may  seem  to  give  countenance  to  assertions  which  have  repeatedly  been 
made,  but  which  are  quite  destitute  of  foundation,  that  these  ships  are  British 
pirates.  [Hear,  hear.]  That  expression  is  untrue  in  fact— dishonorable  to  this 
country ;  and  I  trust  that  all  those  who  have  the  honor  of  this  country  at  heart, 
whatever  they  may  see  to  condemn  in  the  conduct  of  persons  concerned  in  fitting 
out  and  navigating  such  vessels  as  those  referred  to,  will  not  give  encouragement 
to  a  proposition  so  extravagant,  and  so  completely  without  foundation.  I  now 
come  to  the  point  suggested  by  the  motion  of  my  honorable  friend.  He  points 
to  the  fact  that  the  Geoi  gia  is  now  at  Liverpool.  The  ship  came  in,  being  at 
the  time  a  regular  commissioned  public  ship-of-war.  There  is  no  donbt  she  was 
entitled  to  come  in  in  that  character  by  license  of  the  crown  as  long  as  the  rules 
issued  by  her  Majesty  in  January,  1862,  remain  unaltered,  because  those  rules 
permit  ships-of-war  belonging  to  belligerents  to  come  into  our  ports  under  certain 
restrictions.  They  must  not  remain  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  except  for 
repairs ;  they  must  not  receive  repairs  in  the  nature  of  warlike  equipment,  and 
there  are  strict  limits  as  to  leaving  as  soon  as  the  repairs  are  completed.  This 
ship  being  a  public  ship-of-war,  is  permitted  to  come  into  our  ports,  and  so  comes 
in  lawfully  as  a  ship-of-war.  The  goveniment  desired  to  have  information 
regarding  the  circumstances  iinder  which  she  bed  entered  our  port,  and  as  to 
the  length  of  time  she  was  likely  to  remain.  They  understood  she  had  been 
brought  into  dock,  it  was  presumed,  for  the  purpose  of  repair,  and  it  was  after- 
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wards  stated  t]iat  tlhe  was  likely  to  be  dismantled  and  sold.  If  the  latter  were 
the  case,  there  would  be  no  harm  done  to  the  other  belligerent  power  by  relieving 
her  from  all  fear  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  dismantled  vessel.  My  honora- 
ble friend  has  asked  whether  the  government  think  the  admission  of  such  ships 
as  he  describes  that  ship  to  be  consistent  with  tlteir  international  obligations, 
their  profession  of  neutrality,  and  the  preservation  of  British  interests.  The 
government  certainly  has  not  considered  the  limited  and  qualified  admission  of 
ships  of  this  kind  into  British  ports  to  be  at  all  inconsistent  with  their  duty  in 
any  respect.  But  for  the  first  element  in  the  case  to  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  called  attention,  that  the  vessel  was  originally  manned  and  equipped 
from  British  ports,  I  think  that  every  one  would  grant  her  right  to  admission 
into  our  ports.  I  must,  however,  notice  that  my  friend  has  imported  into  the 
case  a  consideration  which  has  been  frequently  dwelt  upon  in  the  various  pub- 
lications issued  upon  this  subject — namely,  that  this  ship  has  never  been  in  any 
of  the  ports  of  the  belligerent  power  under  whose  flag  she  sails.  It  is  argued 
firom  this  fact  that  this  is  a  circumstance  which  prevents  a 'ship  from  acquiring 
the  character  of  a  belligerent  ship-of-war.  It  has  been  said  that  there  is  some 
rule  or  other,  some  settled  principle  of  international  law,  which  will  bear  out  this 
conclusion.  It  should  not  be  our  practice  to  invent  new  rules  of  international 
law  to  suit  particular  cases,  and  such  a  rule  as  this  was  never  heard  of.  [Hear, 
hear.]  To  say  that  a  country  whose  ports  are  blockaded  is  not  at  liberty  to  avail 
herself  of  the  resources  which  are  at  her  command  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
that  she  may  not  buy  ships  in  neutral  territory  and  commission  them  as  ships- 
of-war  without  bringing  them  to  her  own  country  first,  is  a  doctrine  which  is 

Suite  preposterous,  [hear,  hear,]  and  all  the  arguments  founded  upon  such  a 
octrine  only  tend  to  throw  dust  into  men's  eyes  and  to  mislead  them.  We 
cannot,  therefore,  upon  those  grounds  make  this  ship  an  exception  to  our  ordi- 
Dary  rules.  And  now  I  come  to  the  real  question.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  we  have  a  right,  if  we  thought  fit,  to  exclude  any  particular  ship  or  class  of 
ships,  if  we  consider  that  they  have  violated  our  neutrality,  but  such  power  is 
simply  discretionary  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  should  be  exercised 
with  a  due  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Does  the  circumstance 
of  a  ship  happening  to  have  been  fitted  out  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  a 
neutral  nation  entitle  her  to  be  refused  recognition  as  a  public  ship-of-war  ?  Hap- 
pily, we  find  answer  to  this  question  in  the  history  of  the  jurisprudence  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  do  not  find  that  the  United  States,  which  have  really  set- 
tled all  the  doctrines  of  law  applicable  to  this  kind  of  neutrality  by  fitting  out 
vessels  in  their  ports  for  belligerent  nations,  ever  adopted  the  practice  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  previous  history  of  public  ships-of-war  which  labored  under  the  sus- 
picion or  allegation  of  having  been  fitted  out  in  their  ports  in  violation  of  their 
neutrality.  In  the  cases  of  the  Santissima  Trinidad  and  the  Oassius,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  were  similar  to  those  of  the  Georgia,  Mr.  Justice  Story  said  : 

"  In  genera],  the  commission  of  a  public  ship,  signed  by  the  proper  authori- 
ties of  the  nation  to  which  she  belongs,  is  complete  proof  of  her  national 
character.  A  bill  of  sale  is  not  necessary  to  be  produced,  nor  will  the  courts  of 
a  foreign  country  inquire  into  the  means  by  which  the  title  to  property  has  been 
acquired.  It  would  be  to  exert  the  right  of  examining  into  the  validity  of  the  • 
acts  of  the  foreign  sovereign,  and  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  them  in  cases  where 
he  has  not  concealed  the  jurisdiction,  and  where  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
his  own  supremacy.  The  commission,  therefore,  of  a  public  ship,  when  duly 
authenticated,  so  far  at  least  as  foreign  courts  are  concerned,  imports  absolute 
verity,  and  the  title  is  not  examinable.  The  property  must  be  taken  to  be 
duly  acquired,  and  cannot  be  controverted.  This  has  been  the  settled  prac- 
tice between  nations,  and  it  is  a  rule  founded  in  public  convenience  and 
policy,  and  cannot  be  broken  in  upon  without  endangering  the  peace  and  repose 
as  well  of  neutral  as  of  belligerent  sovereigns.  The  commission  in  the  present 
case  is  not  expressed  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms,  but  its  fair  purport  and 
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interpretation  mnst  be  deemed  to  apply  to  a  pnblic  ship  of  tbe  govemmCTit.  If 
we  add. to  tbis  the  corroborative  testimony  of  our  own  and  tbe  Britisb  consul  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  as  well  as  that  of  private  citizens,  to  the  notoriety  of  her  claim 
of  a  public  character,  and  her  admission  into  our  own  ports  as  a  public  ship, 
with  the  immunities  and  pitvileges  belonging  to  such  a  ship,  with  the  expret  a 
i^probation  of  our  own  government,  it  does  not  seem  too  much  to  assert,  what- 
ever may  be  the  private  suspicion  of  a  lurking  American  interest,  that  she  must 
be  judicially  held  to  be  a  public  ship  of  the  countn^  whose  commission  she  bears.' 

That  decision  referred  to  a  case  in  which  the  United  States  foreign  enlistm^it 
act  had  been  violated  over  and  over  again.  The  other  belligerent  has  no  concern 
whatever  in  the  course  which  the  government  may  think  fit  to  adopt  with  refer- 
ence to  this  vessel;  and  if  the  government  refused  her  admission  to  the  porta 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  it  would  only  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating 
our  authority.  I  cannot  find,  however,  that  the  United  States  ever  followed 
such  a  course.  The  Santissima  Trinidad  and  the  Cassius  were  both  received 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  held  not  to  be  amenable  to  courts  of  law, 
and  never  ordered  by  the  government  to  leave  any  port.  There  are,  also,  a 
very  considerable  number  of  cases  reported  in  which  prizes  brought  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  were  either  restored  or  questions  raised  in  courts  of 
taw  as  to  their  restoration ;  but  I  can  find  no  instance  of  any  prohibition  or  ex- 
clusion from  any  port  of  any  prize  after  her  conversion  into  a  ship-of-war.  We 
are  therefore  warranted,  upon  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  excluding 
this  vessel  ^m  our  ports.  The  hon.  member  for  Huntingdon  has  asked  if  the 
government  think  the  admission  of  such  vessels  to  British  harbors  consistent 
with  our  international  obligations.  This  question  renders  it  necessary  to  de- 
termine the  right  of  the  other  belligerent  in  this  matter.  Now,  upon  this 
question  I  will  quote  from  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Story  in  reference  to 
the  case  of  the  Amisted  de  la  Ruez.  I  hope  not  to  utter  a  single  word  in  the 
slightest  degree  offensive  to  any  one  in  the  United  States,  and  least  of  all  to 
their  government;  but  I  cannot  help  wishing  that  the  authority  I ^ have  men- 
tioned had  been  more  recognized  when,  over  and  over  again,  those  extraordinary 
and  extravagant  demands  were  made  upon  our  government  to  pay  the  value  of 
all  the  ships  taken  on  the  high  seas  by  the  Alabama  and  similar  vessels.  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  need  hardly  remind  the  house  that  in  1793,  when  the  United  States 
did  give  us  compensation  for  certain  prizes  not  restored,  that  compensation  was 
strictly  limited  to  ships  when  brought  into  their  ports  fitted  out  in  violation  of 
their  laws,  and  was  not  extended  to  any  prizes  taken  upon  the  high  seas.  All 
they  did  was  to  name  a  particular  date,  and  to  prohibit  the  French  from  bringing 
in  any  more  of  their  prizes  after  that  date.  Mr.  Justice  Story  thus  lays  down 
what  is  the  limit  of  the  obligation  which  the  neutral  owes  to  the  belligerent  in 
this  matter : 

"  When  called  upon  by  either  of  the  belligerents  to  act  in  such  cases,  all  that 
justice  seems  to  require  is  that  the  neutral  nation  should  fairly  execute  its  own 
laws,  and  give  no  asylum  to  the  property  unjustly  captured.  It  is  bound, 
therefore,  to  restore  the  property  if  found  within  its  own  ports ;  but,  beyond 
this,  it  is  not  obliged  to  interfere  between  the  belligerents." 

So  that  he  distinctly  says  that  we  are  to  execute  our  laws  fairly;  we  are  to 
give  no  asylum  to  prizes  captured  by  ships  fitted  out  in  violation  of  our  neu- 
trality, and  to  property  unjustly  captured ;  but  he  does  not  say  that  an  asylum 
may  not  be  given  to  public  ships-of-war,  whatever  their  previous  history ;  and 
he  adds  that,  beyond  the  limits  which  he  mentions,  we  are  not  obliged  to  inter- 
fere between  the  belligerents.  The  authority  of  Mr.  Justice  Story,  therefore, 
distinctly  excludes  the  proposition  that  belligerents  have  any  rights  entitling 
them  to  require  interference  by  the  neutral  to  the  extent  of  excluding  absolutely 
from  her  ports  ships  of  this  description,  if  it  does  not  seem  to  the  neutral  her- 
self necessary  so  to  do.  [Hear,  hear.J  I  say,  then,  we  have  done  all  that 
authority  requires  us  to  do.  And  now  I  will  ask  what  reasons  there  are  for  the 
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hesitation  of  the  government  to  take  the  extreme  step  of  ahsolntelj  excluding 
tbeee  particular  ships  from  our  ports  when,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  ships  of 
the  United  States  government  were  admitted.  [Hear.]  Some  reasons  can  he 
given;  the  house  will  judge  of  them.  I  believe  they  have  had  considerable 
faifluence  upon  the  determination  of  the  government  upon  this  question,  and  I 
think  they  are  such  as  are  consistent  with  an  honest  desure  to  maintain  our 
neutrality  and  fulfil  our  international  obligations.  In  the  first  place,  the 
maintenance  of  neutrality  is  plainly  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  our 
own  rights,  and  I  entirely  repudiate  the  argument,  sometimes  used,  that  you 
are  not  to  enforce  your  own  laws,  because  the  effect  of  doing  so  may  possibly 
he  to  put  one  of  tne  parties  to  greater  disadvantage  than  the  other.  Neu* 
traHty  does  not  require  that.  On  the  other  hand,  where  you  have  no  law 
to  enforce,  then  it  becomes  worthy  of  consideration  whe^er  yon  may  not 
be  weighing  down  the  balance  in  a  manner  not  entirely  consistent  with  neu- 
trality, if  you  adopt,  voluntarily,  a  rule  which  would  practically  exclude  from 
the  asylum  you  cJlow  in  your  ports  the  whole  of  the  navy  of  one  belligerent 
and  no  part  of  the  navy  of  the  other  belligerent.  [Hear,  hear.]  That  is 
one  principle.     And  then  there  is  another.     The  whole  of  the  honorable 

Ctleman'B  argument  assumes  that  the  facts,  and  the  law  applicable  to  the 
8,  are  substantiated ;  that  we  are  in  a  position  as  between  ourselves  and  the 
Confederate  States  to  treat  the  matter  as  beyond  controversy,  and  that  the 
Greorgia  was,  in  fact,  fitted  out  in  violation  of  our  neutrality.  Now,  we  may 
have  strong  reason  to  suspect  this,  and  may  even  believe  it  to  be  true ;  but  to 
say  that  we  are  to  act  upon  mere  suspicion,  or  belief,  against  another  State,  upon 
certain  facts  which  have  never  been  judicially  estabUshed,  and  which  it  is  not 
easy  to  bring  to  the  test  as  between  government  and  government,  that  is  a  pro- 
position which  is  not  without  grave  consideration  to  be  accepted.  [Hear,  hear.] 
The  difficulty  of  that  view  is  increased  by  the  fact  that  we  have  no  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Confederate  States,  and  cannot  communicate  with  them  in 
the  ordinary  way.  We  have  not  recognized  them,  and,  what  is  more,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  by  its  ships,  bar  us  from  the  means  of  communica- 
tion. [Hear,  hear.]  Only  the  other  day  her  Majesty's  government  were  anxious 
to  communicate  and  remonstrate  with  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  actually  gave  a  commission  to  one  of  our  diplomatic  servants,  a  consul,  to 
do  so;  and  then  it  was  announced  that  the  blockading  squadron,  under  the 
orders  of  the  United  States  government,  could  not  permit  even  a  ship-of-war  of 
this  country  to  enter  into  a  blockaded  port  for  the  purpose  of  this  communica- 
tion. [Hear,  hear.]  These  circumstances  greatlv  enhance  the  difficulty  of 
bringing  to  a  practical  test  the  question  whether  there  has  been,  in  this  case,  a 
violation  of  our  neutrality.  Upon  that  allegation  the  whole  thing  depends ;  and 
here,  againv  American  authority  by  no  means  warrants  the  notion  that  you  ought 
to  act  Ughtly,  or  without  cogent  proof.  In  the  case  of  the  Santissima  Trinidad, 
to  which  I  have  before  referred,  Mr.  Justice  Story  says  as  to  the  kind  of  proof 
which  ought  to  be  insisted  on  in  these  cases : 

'*  In  a  case  of  the  description  of  that  before  the  court,  where  the  sovereignty 
and  rights  of  a  foreign  belligerent  nation  are  in  question,  and  where  the  exercise 
of  jurisdiction  over  captures  made  under  its  flag  can  be  justified  only  by  clear 
proof  of  the  violation  of  our  neutrality,  there  are  still  stronger  reasons  for 
abstaining  from  interference,  if  the  testimony  is  clouded  with  doubt  and  sus- 
picion. We  adhere  to  the  rule  which  has  been  already  adopted  by  this  court, 
that  restitution  ought  not  to  be  decreed  upon  the  ground  of  capture  in  violation 
of  our  neutrality,  unless  the  fact  be  established  beyond  all  reasonable  doubts." 
There,  again,  is  a  principle  which  the  confederate  government  are  entitled  to 
have  the  benefit  of,  and  which  makes  it  matter  of  serious  difficulty  to  say  that 
because  we  have  very  strong  moral  presumptions  and  very  strong  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  a  certain  ship-of-war  was  fitted  out  in  violation  of  our  neutrality,  we 
are,  therefore,  to  act  summarily  upon  the  supposition.    [Hear,  hear.]    You  have 
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here  a  mixed  qneetioD  of  facta  and  of  law — tbe  facts  to  be  established  bj  evi- 
dence, the  law  to  be  decided  with  reference  to  the  facts ;  and,  considering  the 
controversy  which  has  gone  on  as  to  the  bearing  and  effect  of  our  law,  it  is  not 
impossible  that  in  some  of  these  cases  the  Confederate  States  may  have  believed 
that  they  were  acting  within  that  law.  [Hear.]  All  this  increases  the  difficulty ; 
and  now  I  want  to  suggest  other  reasons.  Of  course,  if  we  act  according  to 
the  suggestions  made  to  us  in  this  case,  we  must  act  on  the  same  principles  and 
deal  otit  the  same  measure  to  the  other  belligerent.  And  if  we  are  to  proceed 
on  grounds  of  moral  belief,  and  do  not  stop  to  ask  whether  they  constitute 
proper  legal  grounds  of  action — if  we  are  to  proceed  upon  information  of  the 
kind  which  carries  conviction  to  the  mind — ^it  is  impossible  to  acquit  the  agents 
of  the  United  States,  although  we  may  acquit  the  government,  of  acts  which 
are  inconsistent  with  our  neutrality.  The  case  of  the  Kearsarge  was  a  case  of 
this  character.  Beyond  all  question  a  considerable  amount  of  recruiting  waa 
carried  on  si,  Cork  for  the  purposes  of  that  ship,  she  being  employed  at  the 
time  in  our  own  waters,  or  very  near  them,  in  looking  out  for  her  enemy ;  and 
she  was  furnished  with  a  large  addition  to  her  crew  from  Ireland.  [Hear, 
hear.J  Upon  that  being  represented  to  Mr.  Adams,  he  said,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  that  it  was  entirely  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his  government,  and 
that  there  must  be  some  mistake.  The  men  were  afterwards  relanded,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  had  been  a  violation  of  our  neutrality.  [Hear, 
hear.]  Nevertheless,  we  admitted  the  Kearsarge  afterwards  into  English 
waters.  We  have  not  excluded  her  from  our  ports,  and  if  we  had  I  think  the 
United  States  government  would  have  considered  that  they  had  some  cause  of 
offence.  [Hear,  hear.]  But  it  does  not  rest  there.  I  see  from  the  paper  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Horsham  wants  information  respecting  the  enlistment 
of  British  subjects  for  the  federal  army.  Now,  from  all  quarters  reports  reach 
us,  which  we  cannot  doubt  to  be  substantially  true,  that  agents  for  recruiting  for 
the  federal  army,  with  or  without  the  concurrence  of  the  government,  are  in 
Ireland,  and  engage  men  under  the  pretext  of  employing  them  on  railways  and 
public  works,  but  really  with  the  intention  of  enlisting  them,  and  that  many 
of  these  men  are  so  enlisted.  [Hear,  hear.]  In  Canada  and  New  Brunswick 
the  same  practices  prevail.  Representations  have  been  made  to  the  United 
States  government  respecting  particular  cases  of  persons  who  have  been  kid- 
napped into  the  service,  and  1  feel  bound  to  say  that  those  representations  have 
not  met  with  that  prompt  and  satisfactory  attention  we  might  have  expected. 
[Hear.]  How  are  we  to  act  in  this  case  1  Are  we  to  exclude  from  our  ports 
all  the  ships  of  the  belligerent  whose  agents  are  believed  to  have  engaged  in 
these  practices  ?  ,  practices  which,  whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  the  United 
States  government,  operate  to  supply  their  ranks  with  British  subjects  in  violation 
of  British  law.  [Hear,  hear.J  If  we  are  to  act  in  the  one  case  upon  suspicion, 
or  upon  moral  belief  going  beyond  suspicion,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  that 
we  ought  not  to  act  so  in  the  other.  But  in  what  difficulties  we  should  entangle 
ourselves  were  we  so  to  act,  not  being  bound  to  act  by  any  international  obli- 
gation !  What  may  fairly  be  asked  is  that  we  should  do  all  we  can  to  enforce 
our  own  laws  within  our  own  jurisdiction.  That  is  the  course  which  the  gov- 
ernment have  taken  ;  that  is  the  course  to  which  they  will  adhere ;  and,  in  view 
of  the  difficulties!  have  mentioned,  I  think  it  is  a  course  which  is  fully  justified. 
[Hear.]  There  is  one  other  consideration  of  importance  which  I  wish  to  men- 
tion ;  and  here  again  I  hope  that  what  I  say  will  not  cause  offence  in  the  United 
States,  for  I  statt^  it  because  it  is  true,  and  because  it  is  important  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  understood.  The  British  government  are  not  assisted  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  matters  of  this  description.  The  demands 
which  the  United  States  government  make  upon  us  go  so  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  anything  they  can  be  entitled  to  ask,  according  to  any  recognized  rules  and 
privileges  of  international  law,  that  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  that  this 
government  should  exercise  great  caution  mdeed  before  they  do  acts  which 
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might  possibly  be  misunderstood,  and  migbt  give  foundation  to  the  idea  that 
they  do  them  under  the  supposed  necessity  of  complying  with  demands  of  this 
kind.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  nouse  well  knows  that  I  refer  to  the  extraordinary 
demands  arising  out  of  the  case  of  the  Alabama.  [Uear»  hear.]  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  United  States  government  by  advancing  such  de- 
mands and  by  seeking  to  make  our  government  responsible  for  pecuniary  com* 
pensation  for  prizes  taken  by  the  Alabama  upon  the  high  seas,  and  never 
brought  within  our  ports  or  in  any  way  whatever  under  our  control,  are  nlaking 
demands  directly  contrary  to  the  principles  of  international  law  laid  down  by 
their  own  juiists,  and  thereby  render  it  infinitely  more  difficult  for  us,  at  their 
request,  to  do  anything  resting  on  onr  own  discretion,  and  which  we  are  not 
bound  to  do  in  law.  [Hear,  hear.]  What  we  may  fairly  say  is  this:  **We 
will  adhere  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  your  own  authorities.  We  will  execute 
our  own  law.  We  will  allow  no  asylum  to  prizes  or  to  property  unjustly  cap* 
tared.  If  any  such  are  brought  in,  any  demand  for  their  reclamation  shall  be 
investigated.  But  we  will  not  undertake  to  recognize  claims  going  beyond 
these  limits.  We  will  not  undertake  lo  interfere  between  belligerents  in  any 
oth^  way  than  that  in  which,  by  the  rules  of  international  law,  we  can  fairly 
be  called  upon  to  interfere."  .  [General  cheering.] 

Mr.  W.  E.  FoRSTER  said  that  the  strong  sympathy  which  he  felt  with  one 
of  the  parties  in  the  American  contest  might  have  enabled  him  to  obtain  inform- 
ation which  otherwise  he  cuuld  not  have  procured  ;  but  he  should  endeavor 
to  treat  this  question  in  an  impartial  manner.  The  instructions  issued  by  the 
admiralty  with  reference  to  the  ehips  of  either  of  the  belligerents  which  might 
enter  any  of  our  ports  were  as  follows  : 

**  If  any  ship-of-war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall  enter  any  port, 
roadstead,  or  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  such  vessel  shall  be  required  to 
depart  and  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours  after  her  entrance  into  such 
port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  except  in  case  of  stress  of  weather,  or  of  her  requir- 
inji^  provisions  or  things  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew,  or  repairs,  in 
either  of  which  cases  the  authorities  of  the  port,  or  of  the  nearest  port,  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expira- 
tion of  such  period  of  twenty -four  hours,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in  sup- 
plies beyond  what  may  be  necessary  for  her  immediate  use ;  and  no  such  vessel 
which  may  have  been  allowed  to  remain  within  British  waters  for  the  purpose 
of  repair  shall  continue  in  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  for  a  longer  period 
than  twenty -four  hours  after  her  necessary  repairs  shall  have  been  completed." 
Now,  he  thought  there  could  scarcely  be  ground  for  alleging  that  the  Georgia 
came  here  for  repair,  for  she  had  been  repaired  at  Bordeaux,  and  had  only  made 
the  voyage  from  that  port  to  Liverpool.  It  had  been  alleged  that  the  Georgia 
came  into  an  English  port  to  pay  off  her  crew.  lie  asked  wh(  tbtr  a  federal 
vessel  would  be  allowed  to  come  into  one  of  our  ports  to  pay  off  her  crew. 
[Ht'ar,  hear.]  The  Georgia  was  a  confederate  vessel  which,  notorioutily,  had 
been  built  in  England.  She  had  sailed  from  a  port  in  Scotland,  and  the  entire 
of  her  crew,  with  two  exceptions,  one  a  Swede  and  the  other  a  Russian,  were 
Englishmen.  She  had  received  on  th<;  coast  of  France  her  equipment  fr>m 
England,  and  for  a  month  after  she  began  to  take  her' prizes  she  was  owned  by 
an  English  merchant.  That  appeared  from  the  custom-house  papers,  which 
stated  that  the  vessel  was  sold  to  a  foreio^ner,  per  letter  from  the  owner,  dated 
23d  of  June,  1863.  In  connexion  witli  these  circumstances  ouj^ht  to  be  taken 
the  fact  that  from  the  time  of  the  purchase  she  had  not  been  in  a  confederate 
port.  [Hear,  hear.]  Would  not  the  facilities  which  we  had  given  to  this  vessel 
tell  again>t  ourselves  in  future,  when,  unfortunately,  it  should  liajipen  that  we 
were  belligerents?  The  attorney  general  had  given  several  reasons  why  he 
thought  the  law  should  not  be  altered ;  but  he  contended  that  we  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  about  an  alteiatiou  in  the  law  which  would  be  of  ad  van  t  ige 
to  ourselves  and  to  the  world  generally.     The  two  countries  which  had  advo- 


16  DIPLOMATIC  C0BSE8P0NDENCE. 

• 
cated  the  claimB  of  neutrals  as  against  belligerents  were  America  and  France. 
They  had  been  the  supporters  of  the  neutral  rights  of  commerce  against  the 
belligerent  pretensions  of  England.  We  might,  therefore,  have  pressed  upon 
America  to  join  us  in  amending  the  maritime  law.  On  the  19th  of  December, 
1862,  Lord  Russell  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams  to  the  effect  that  in  the  opinion  of  her 
Majesty's  government  certain  amendments  might  be  introduced  in  the  foreign 
enlistment  act,  and  that  it  was  willing  to  receive  from  the  government  of  ue 
United  States  suggestions  as  to  what  amendments  might  with  advantage  be 
made  in  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  each  countnr.  On  the  14th  of  February 
Lord  Russel  wrote  to  Lord  Lyons,  stating  Mr.  Aoams  had  intimated  that,  while 
the  United  States  government  was  ready  to  listen  to  any  proposition  on  the 
subject,  they  did  not  see  how  their  law  could  be  improved.  It  was  quite  true 
Mr.  Adams  had  said  the  government  of  the  United  States  thought  their  law 
effective,  experience  having  shown  it  to  be  so ;  but  he  would  read  for  the  house 
extracts  from  despatches  which  had  not  appeared  in  our  blue-book.  On  the 
16th  of  September,  1863,  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  Lord  Russell : 

*'  It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  that  the  proposition  made  by  you,  and 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  medium  of  conveying  to  my  government,  to 
agree  upon  some  forms  of  amendment  of  the  respective  statutes  of  the  two 
countries,  in  order  to  make  them  more  effective,  was  entertained  by  the  latter, 
not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  ability  to  enforce  the  existing  statute, 
but  from  a  desire  to  co-operate  with  what  then  appeared  to  be  the  wish  of  her 
Majesty's  ministers.  But  upon  my  ^communicating  his  reply  to  your  lordship, 
and  inviting  the  discussion  of  propositions,  you  then  informed  me  that  it  had 
been  decided  not  to  proceed  any  further  in  this  direction,  as  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  cabinet,  sustained  by  the  authority  of  the  lord  chancellor,  that  the  law 
was  faWy  effective  in  its  present  state." 

On  the  25th  of  September,  1863,  Lord  Russell  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams: 

'*  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me,  in  behalf  of  her  Majesty's  government,  frankly 
to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  not  be  induced  •  *  *  to 
propose  to  Parliament  any  new  law  which  they  may  not,  for  reasons  of  their 
own,  think  proper  to  be  adopted.!' 

He  did  not  complain  of  Lord  Russell  telling  Mr.  Adams  that  the  government 
would  not  propose  any  new  law  except  for  good  reasons  of  their  own,  but  he 
was  surprised  that  they  had  not  discovered  that  this  was  an  excellent  opportu- 
nity for  putting  the  law  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing.  We  could  not  suppose 
that  the  precedent  we  were  now  setting  would  not  be  used  against  us  by  every 
neutral  power  in  the  future  whenever  we  might  be  at  war.  [Hear.]  Take  the 
case  of  a  possible  war  with  Germany.  Nobody  would  more  deeply  deprecate 
such  a  war  as  that  than  himself;  but,  to  judge  firom  the  language  of  some  of 
the  newspapers,  and  from  some  speeches,  there  were  persons  who  looked  upon 
such  a  war  without  any  particular  feeling  of  horror.  Supposing  such  a  war 
should  unfortunately  arise,  what  would  be  our  feelings  if  when,  by  our  over- 
whelming naval  force,  we  &ncied  that  we  had  made  every  German  port  safe,  one 
vessel  should  steal  out  of  Marseilles  and  another  out  of  Brest,  and  that,  meeting 
on  the  coast  of  Italy,  one  of  them,  shipping  a  crew  and  armament  from  the 
other,  should  be  converted  into  a  cruiser  to  sail  off  and  destroy  British  mer- 
chantmen wherever  she  could  find  them }  [Hear.]  Should  we  allow  France 
for  a  moment  to  do  that?  Certainly  not,  if  we  dared  to  prevent  her;  and  with 
our  usual  pluck  we  probably  should  dare,  unless  the  war  were  a  struggle  for  our 
very  existence.  [Hear,  hear.]  This  precedent,  if  we  allowed  it  to  be  estab- 
lished, meant  for  us  a  second  war  whenever  we  had  a  war  on  our  hands,  unless 
we  were  fighting  for  our  existence,  and  did  not  dare  to  undertake  another  war. 
**  What  a  wretched  navy,"  it  was  said,  "  the  Americans  must  have  not  to  put 
these  cruisers  down ! "  [Hear,  hear.]  But  it  was  a  comparatively  easy  matter 
to  carry  on  operations  of  this  kind.  All  that  a  ship  of  this  character  had  to  do 
was  to  attack  vessels  which  could  not  resist  her,  and  run  away  from  those  which 
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conld.     [Hear,  hear.]     There  was  not  the  slightest  occasion  for  them  ever  to 
fight  a  battle.     If  the  j  were  taken,  the  officers  were  only  prisoners  of  war;  if 
they  were  not  taken  they  made  their  fortunes.     Was  it  to  these  risks  that  they 
would  wish  to  expose  British  trade  t    Our  merchants  at  first  were  disposed  to 
triumph  in  the  fact  that  the  carrying  trade  of  the  United  States  was  being  trans- 
ferred to  them,  but  it  was  clear  now  that  they  had  found  out  that  present  gain 
would  not  be  balanced  by  the  future  loss.    There  could  not  be  a  stronger  illus- 
tration of  the  damage  which  had  been  done  to  the  American  trade  by  these 
cruisers  than  the  fact  that,  so  completely  was  the  American  flag  driyen  from  the 
ocean,  the  Greorgia  on  her  second  cruise  did  not  meet  a  single  American  yessel 
in  six  weeks,  though  she  saw  no  less  than  70  vessels  in  a  very  few  days.     If 
we  did  not  take  care  to  settle  the  international  law  before  a  war  began,  our 
merchants  would  be  obliged  to  transfer  their  ships  to  foreign  fiag^and  he  regret- 
ted that  the  government  had  not  discerned  how  excellent  an  opportunity  this 
was  for  that  purpose.     The  question  put  by  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite 
was  whether  these  particular  ships  wnich  had  eluded  our  neutrality  should  be 
admitted  into  our  ports,  but  the  attorney  general  had  turned  that  into  the  question 
whether  the  whole  navy  of  the  confederates  should  be  excluded  from  our  ports 
because  one  of  them  hsud  broken  our  neutrality.    If  federal  agents  were  engaged 
in  enlisting  men  in  Ireland,  it  was  open  to  the  government  to  express  their  dis- 
approval of  that  course,  and  to  endeavor  to  put  a  stop  to  it;  but  while  they 
did  that  they  might  very  fairly  say  also  that  vessels  which  left  out  ports  in 
breach  of  our  neutrality  should  not  be  allowed  to  return  to  them.     Surely  the 
attorney  general  did  not  mean  to  contend  that  in  our  representations  to  other 
nations  we  were  obliged  to  be  armed  with  the  same  proof  as  we  should  require 
in  the  case  of  one  of  our  own  people  who  had  committed  an  offence  against  the 
law  !     Were  there  not  sufficient  grounds  for  saying  that  we  ought  not  to  be 
required  to  extend  to  the  vessels  in  question  the  same  degree  of  hospitality 
which  we  would  gladly  afford  to  ships  which  had  not  broken  our  neutrality  ? 
Then  came  the  point  as  to  what  course  our  interests  called  upon  us  to  take  in 
the  matter,  and  was  it  not,  he  would  ask,  clearly  our  interest  to  prevent  the 
invasion  by  neutrals  of  the  rights  of  belligerents,  by  taking  those  steps  which 
he  understood  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  to  admit  it  was  in  our 
power  to  adopt  ?    He  wished  to  add  a  word  with  respect  to  international  law. 
He  did  not  profess  to  be  able  to  define  what  that  law  was  according  to  prece- 
dents ;  but  even  a  layman  might  be  permitted  to  state  his  views  in  reference  to 
it  as  based  upon  the  principles  of  common  sense ;  and  what  he  understood  its 
great  object  to  be,  as  operating  between  belligerents  and  neutrals,  was  that 
there  should  be  such  an  arrangement  between  nations  that  an  individual  country 
should  not  be  allowed  by  the  sovereign  poorer  of  that  country  to  carry  on  war 
with  other  states  without  the  leave  of  the  government.    There  was,  he  main- 
tained, the  greatest  possible  difference  between  selling  munitions  of  war  to  either 
of  the  parties  in  a  contest  and  the  sending  out  armed  ships  from  our  ports ;  for 
in  the  one  case  a  neutral  country  was  made  the  basis  of  hostilities,  whereas  in 
the  other  it  was  not.     [Hear,  hcar.J     He  had  no  wish  to  enter  into  the  question 
whether  the  federals  had  received  firom  us  a  larger  quantity  of  the  munitions  of 
war  than  the  confederates,  though  that  was  a  point  more  open  to  doubt  than 
some  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  seemed  to  suppose ;  but  he  should  like  to 
observe  that  the  nature  of  the  question  at  issue  in  the  present  instance  was  very 
much  qualified  by  the  fact  that  the  confederates  had  no  navy.    That  was  their 
weakness,  it  was  true,  but  in  war  weakness  was  a  fault,  and  we  might  very 
well  say  to  the  federals  when  they  complained  of  our  furnishing  the  south  with 
munitions  of  war,  "  Why  not  stop  them,  and  prevent  them  from  being  carried 
into  southern  ports  ?  "     When,  however,  it  came  to  be  a  question  of  armedships 
leaving  our  own  ports,  the  matter  assumed  a  different  aspect,  because  the  only 
way  in  which  a  belligerent  could  atop  them  was  not  by  blockading  the  ports  of 
2c» 
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another  belligerent,  but  the  ports  of  the  neutral  power  from  which  they  sailed* 
Let  him,  however,  suppose  that  the  port  of  Liverpool  was  blockaded  by  the 
United  States  navy  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  these  vessels  from  leaving  it, 
could  any  one  imagine  that  we  could  remain  at  peace  with  America  ?  Such, 
then,  being  the  position  of  the  case,  it  was  evident  that  if  the  government  could 
succeed  in  obtaining  such  concessions  as  he  had  indicated,  and  if  neutrals  were 
prevented  from  allowing  their  subjects  to  carry  on  war,  they  would  not  only  be 
promoting  our  interests,  but  advancing  the  interests  of  civilization.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  discussion  raised  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman  opposite, 
with  an  authori*^y  which  scarcely  any  other  member  of  that  house  could  com- 
mand, backed  as  he  was  by  the  strongest  possible  memorial  from  the  shipowners 
of  Liverpool,  would  impress  upon  the  government  the  necessity  of  not  allowing 
the  opinions  wRch  had  been  expressed  to  pass  by  without  endeavoring  to  place 
us  in  a  better  position  than  that  in  which  we  seemed  to  stand  in  the  event  of 
our  unfortunately  becoming  belligerents  ourselves.     [Hear,  hear.] 

Mr.  GoBDBN.  I  will  not  occupy  the  attention  of  the  house  but  for  a  very  few 
minutes.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  what  has  fallen  from 
the  attorney  general.  Two  questions  have  been  brought  under  our  notice  by 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  introduced  this  subject.  The 
su^estions  which  he  makes  are  that  we  should  alter  our  laws,  or  that  we 
should,  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  which  it  is  conceded  we  possess^  prevent 
vessels  of  the  description  referred  to  from  entering  our  ports.  With  respect  to 
altering  our  laws,  the  attorney  general  has  entered  into  a  long  argument  to 
show  that  the  law  as  it  stands  is  effective  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a 
breach  of  our  neutrality;  but  I  cannot  imagine  a  more  cruel  joke  than  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  gentleman's  speech  must  appear  when  it  comes  to  be  read  at 
Washington.  [Hear,  hear.J  What  is  the  fact  ?  You  have  been  carrying  on 
war  from  these  shores  with  the  United  States,  and  have  been  inflicting  an 
amount  of  damage  on  that  country  greater  than  would  be  produced  by  many 
ordinary  wars.  It  is  estimated  that  the  loss  sustained  by  the  capture  and 
burning  of  American  vessels  has  been  about  $15,000,000,  or  nearly  o£3,000,000 
sterling.  But  that  is  a  small  part  of  the  injury  which  has  been  inflicted  on  the 
American  marine.  We  have  rendered  the  rest  of  her  vast  mercantile  property 
useless.  You  condemn  free  ti*ade,  by  which  the  world's  affairs  are  now  so 
largely  carried  on.  If  you  raise  the  rate  of  insurance  on  the  flag  of  any  mari- 
time power,  you  throw  the  trade  into  the  hands  of  its  competitors,  because  it  is 
no  longer  profitable  for  merchants  or  manufacturers  to  employ  ships  to  carry 
freights  when  those  vessels  become  liable  to  great  war  risks.  I  have  here  one 
or  two  facts,  which  I  should  like  to  lay  before  the  honorable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, in  order  to  show  the  way  in  which  this  has  been  operating.  When  he 
has  heard  them,  he  will .  see  what  a  cruel  satire  it  is  to  say  that  our  laws  have 
been  found  sufficient  to  enforce  our  neutrality.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  account 
of  the  foieign  trade  of  New  York  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  I860,  and 
also  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1863,  which  is  the  last  date  up  to  which  a 
comparison  is  made.  I  find  that  the  total  amount  of  the  foreign  trade  of  New 
York  for  the  first  mentioned  period  was  $92,000,000,  of  which  $62,000,000 
were  carried  in  American  bottoms  and  $30,000,000  in  foreign.  This  state  of 
things  rapidly  changed  as  the  war  continued,  for  it  appears  that,  for  the  quarter 
ending  June  30,  1863,  the  total  amount  of  the  foreign  trade  of  New  York  was 
$88,000,000,  of  which  amount  $23,000,000  were  earned  in  American  vessels 
and  $65,000,000  in  foreign — the  change  brought  about  being,  that  while  in 
1860  two-thirds  of  the  commerce  of  New  York  was  carried  on  in  American 
bottoms,  in  1863  three-fourths  was  carried  on  in  foreign  bottoms.  You  see, 
therefore,  what  a  complete  revolution  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  property; 
and  what  has  been  the  consequence?  That  a  very  large  transfer  has  been  made 
of  American  shipping  to  English  owners,  because  the  proprietors  no  longer 
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fbond  it  profitable  to  carry  on  their  business.  A  document  has  been  laid  on 
the  table,  which  gives  us  some  important  information  on  this  subject.  I  refer 
to  an  account  of  the  number  and  tolinage  of  United  States  vessels  which  have 
been  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  the  ports  of  British  North  America 
between  the  years  1858  and  1863,  both  inclusive.  It  shows  that  the  transfer  of 
United  States  shipping  to  English  capitalists,  in  each  of  the  years  comprised  in 
tbat  period,  was  as  follows:  In  1858,  33  vessels,  12,684  tons;  1859,  49  ves- 
sels, 21,308  tons;  1860,  41  vessels,  13,638  tons;  1861,  126  vessels,  71,673 
tons;  1862,  135  vessels,  64,578  tons;  and  1863,  348  vessels,  252,579  tons. 

iHear,  hear.]  I  am  told  that  this  operation  is  now  going  on  as  fast  as  evrer.  Now, 
hold  this  to  be  the  grayest  part  of  the  question  of  our  relations  with  America, 
i  don't  care  what  newspapers  may  write  or  orators  may  utter  on  one  side  or  the 
other.  Wc  may  balance  off  an  inflammatory  speech  from  an  honorable  member 
here  against  a  similar  speech  made  in  the  Congress  at  Washington.  We  may  ' 
pair  off  a  leading  article  published  in  New  York  against  one  published  in 
London ;  but  litUe  consequence,  I  suspect,  would  be  attached  to  either.  The 
two  countries,  I  hope,  would  discount  these  incendiary  articles  or  these  incen- 
diary harangues  at  their  proper  value.  [A  laugh.]  But  what  I  do  fear  in  the 
relations  between  these  two  nations  of  the  same  race  is  the  heaping  up  of  a 
gigantic  majterial  gidevauce,  such  as  we  are  now  rearing  by  the  transactions  con- 
nected with  these  cruisers;  because  there  is  avast  amount  of  personal  suffering, 
personal  wrong,  and  personal  rancor  arising  out  of  this  matter,  and  that  in  a 
country  where  popular  feeling  rules  in  public  affairs.  I  am  not  sure  that  any ' 
legislation  can  meet  this  question.  I  candidly  confess  I  don't  think  that  if  you 
were  now  to  pass  a  law  to  alter  your  foreign  enlistment  act  you  would  materially 
change  the  aspect  of  this  matter.  You  have  already  done  your  worst  towards 
the  American  mercantile  marine.  What  with  the  high  rate  of  insurance,  what 
with  those  captures,  and  what  with  the  amount  of  damage  you  have  done  to 
that  which  is  left,  you  have  virtually  made  valueless  that  vast  property.  Why, 
if  yon  had  gone  and  helped  the  confederates,  by  bombarding  all  the  accessible 
seaport  towns  of  America,  a  few  lives  might  have  been  lost,  which,  as  it  is,  have 
not  been  sacrificed,  but  you  could  hardly  have  done  more  injury,  in  the  way  of 
destroying  property,  than  you  have  done  by  these  few  cruisers.  [Hear,  hear.] 
Well,  I  torn  to  another  point  that  has  been  opportunely  raised  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman — ^I  mean  as  to  the  practicability  of  refusing  hospitality  to 
these  ships.  I  regard  that  as  a  very  important  question.  I  alluded  to  it 
twelve  months  ago  in  this  house,  and  I  still  think  that  that  is  a  step  which  the 
government  might  take  with  advantage  to  our  future  relations  with  America. 
[Hear,  hear.]  And  when  I  come  to  hear  what  the  honorable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman says  in  opposition  to  that  view,  I  confess  I  am  puzzled  beyond  measure 
by  his  argument.  He  made  a  very  long  and  elaborate  statement  to  show  that 
we  were  not  entitled  to  refuse  hospitality  to  these  ships.  He  admitted,  indeed, 
that  we  had  the  right  to  do  it,  but  he  contended  against  the  expediency  of  our 
exercising  that  right.  Now,  this  is  a  question  for  the  government,  and  not  one 
for  legislation ;  and  therefore  I  wish  to  impress  its  importance  on  the  govern- 
ment. The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  wound  up  by  saying  he  thought 
they  had  better  wait  until  they  saw  whether  the  House  of  Commons  was  quite 
prepared  to  support  them  in  any  alteration  of  our  law.  I  will  only  say  it  struck 
me,  when  I  heard  that,  that  we  clearly  had  not  a  Washington  at  the  head  of 
affdrs,  ["  hear,  hear,"  and  a  laugh,]  because  that  certainly  was  not  the  way  in 
which  Washington  earned  the  tribute  of  our  applause  for  the  course  that  he 
took.  The  government  admit,  through  their  legal  adviser,  that  they  have  the 
power,  if  they  choose  to  exercise  it,  to  prevent  these  vessels  from  entering  our 
narbors;  but  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  doubts  the  expediency  of  ex- 
ercising it;  and  his  reason  is,  that  he  thinks  we  have  not  clear  proof  of  guilt. 
This  brings  me  to  a  striking  piece  of  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
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and  learned  gentleman.  He  begins  with  administering  a  solemn  exhortation, 
and  something  like  a  solemn  reproof,  to  English  ship-builders  for  infringing  our 
neutrality  laws  and  disregarding  the  Queen's  proclamation  by  building  these 
ships.  Well,  but  if  they  are  violating  our  neutrality  and  disregarding  the 
Queen's  proclamation,  it  must  have  been  because  they  built  these  vessels  for 
some  belligerent  to  be  employed  against  some  power  with  which  wo  arc  at 
peace.  The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  assumes  that  these  individuals 
are  guilty  of  these  acts.  He  knows  they  have  been  guilty  of  these  acts.  He 
knows  that  these  three  vessels  in  particular,  and  the  Alabama  more  especially, 
have  been  built  for  the  confederate  government,  and  employed  solely  for  that 
government,  and  yet  he  doubts  the  expediency  of  stopping  them  from  entering 
our  ports.  He  speaks  as  though  we  were  asking  that  he  should  send  out  ships- 
of-war  to  order  away  these  vessels  without  trial.  He  say's  there  must  be  legal 
proof;  but  it  dees  not  require  legal  proof  to  warrant  you  in  telling  a  govern- 
ment, "You  have  got  these  vessels  clandestinely ;  you  got  them  by  the  infringe- 
ment of  onr  neutrality  code,  or,  at  least,  we  suspect  you,  upon  fair  grounds,  of 
doing  so;  and  unless  you  prove  that  they  came  legitimately  into  your  hands, 
we  must  refuse  them  the  hospitality  of  our  ports."  Why,  how  do  you  act  in 
private  life  t  You  hoar  charges  and  reports  compromising  the  honor  of  your 
acquaintance  or  friend.  You  may  have  a  moral  conviction  in  your  mind  that 
that  individual's  honor  is  compromised,  but  you  may  not  have  legal  proof  of 
it,  and  still  you  may  be  quite  satisfied  in  saying  to  him,  "  Until  you  clear  up 
these  charges,  which  on  the  face  of  them  criminate  you,  I  must  refuse  you  the 
hospitality  of  my  house."  1  hold  that  you  have  the  right  to  say  the  same  thing 
in  regard  to  these  cruisers.  But  what  was  the  coui-se  of  the  government  in  the 
case  of  the  Alabama  1  They  told  Mr.  Adams,  the  American  minister,  that  they 
should  give  orders  to  stop  the  Alabama  either  at  Queenstown  or  at  Bermuda. 
Therefore  the  principle  was  recognized  in  the  case  of  that  vessel  that  you  had 
a  right  to  stop  her  when  she  reached  your  jurisdiction.  I  say,  therefore,  in  the 
same  way,  "  Prevent  their  entering  your  harbors  until  they  give  an  account  of 
themselves,  to  show  how  they  became  possessed  of  that  vessel."  This  has  a 
most  important  bearing,  and  one  so  apparent  that  it  must  bo  plain  to  the  appre- 
hensions of  every  honorable  gentleman  who  hears  it.  If  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  to  be  told  that  not  only  do  individuals  here  fit  out  cruisers  to 
destroy  their  commerce,  but  that  our  government  will  allow  these  cruisers  them- 
selves to  enter  our  harbors,  and  there  to  be  equipped— civilly  equipped  I 
mean — and  victualled,  see  in  what  a  predicament  you  place  yourselves  towards 
that  country,  in  case  you  are  ever  again  engaged  in  war.  [Hear.]  Recollect 
her  geographical  position.  She  has  one  sea-coast  in  the  Atlantic  and  another 
in  the  Pacific,  and  her  Pacific  coast  is  within  about  a  fortnight's  steaming  of 
your  China  trade.  Let  any  man  take  and  read  the  shipping  list  at  Shanghai. 
It  is  almost  like  reading  the  Liverpool  shipping  list.  Suppose,  then,  you  were 
at  war  with  any  other  power,  and  you  had  laid  down  this  doctrine  for  other 
countries  to  imitate :  Why,  let  the  American  government  be  as  true  and  as  loyal 
to  its  principles  as  it  has  been,  can  you  doubt,  if  American  nature  is  human  na- 
ture, if  American  nature  is  English  nature,  that  out  of  their  numerous  and 
almost  inaccessible  creeks  and  corners  there  will  not  be  persons  to  send  forth 
these  fleet  steamei^s  to  prey  on  your  commerce  ?  Why,  many  Americans  will 
think  it  an  act  of  absolute  patriotism  to  do  this.  They  will  say,  "  Wo  have 
lost  our  mercantile  marine  through  your  doing  this,  and  by  doing  the  same 
towards  you  we  shall  recover  it  again,  and  you  will  be  placed  in  the  same  po- 
sition as  we  were.  You  will  have  a  high  rate  of  insurance ;  you  will  be  obliged 
to  sell  your  ships ;  you  had  the  profit  befoi-e-=— now  we  shall  have  it,  for  the  game 
is  one  that  two  can  play  at."  But  only  look  at  the  disadvantage  you  will  ex- 
perience under  those  circumstances.  Wc  understood  the  importance  of  this  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Crimean  war.    In  April,  1854,  when  war  was  declared 
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with  Rnssia,  the  British  and  French  governments  sent  a  joint  note  to  the  Ameri- 
can government,  in  which  we  asked  them,  as  an  act  of  friendly  reciprocity 
towards  us,  to  give  orders  that  no  privateers  bearing  the  Russian  flag  should  be 
allowed  to  be  fitted  out,  or  victualled,  or  equipped  in  American  ports.     [Hear, 
hear.]     Recollect  that  the  words  "  equipped"  and  "  victualled"  were  contained 
in  the  request  which  we  addressed  to  the  American  government.     [Hear,  hear.] 
And  this  leads  me  to  make  a  remark  with  reference  to  a  most  important  point — 
I  mean  as  to  the  distinction  drawn  hj  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  be- 
tween a  government  ship-of-war  carrying  a  commission  and  a  privateer.     That 
is  a  question  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us.     We  have  been  in  a  fooPs  para- 
dise for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years.     We  have  believed  that  the  conference  of 
Paris  achieved  a  great  work  in  the  interest  of  civilization— that  it  abolished 
privateering.     Now  we  find  that  that  was  nothing  but  a  stupendous  hoax. 
["Hear,"  and  a  laugh.]     For,  what  is  the  Florida?     What  is  the  Alabama ? 
What  is  the  Georgia  ]     Why,  they  are  not  privateers  at  alL    I  remember  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Liverpool  who  sits  opposite — I  wish  to  distinguish 
him  from  his  colleague — I  remember  that  he  made  a  speech  lately  at  Liverpool, 
in  which  he  said  that  if  the  Americans  had  only  joined  in  the  declaration  of 
Paris  against  privateering  they  would  not  have  been  placed  in  their  present 
predicament;  and  the  honorable  gentleman  led  his  hearers,  the  ship-owxiers  of 
that  port,  to  believe  that  if  we  got  into  a  war  we  could  not  be  retaliated  upon  in 
the  same  way  as  the  Americans  were,  because  we  were  under  that  safeguard 
which  had  forever  abolished  privateering.     [Hear.]     Well,  let  us  take  the  case 
of  the  Florida  as  an  example,  and  look  at  her  history  for  a  moment.     She  was 
off  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  went  across  to  Brest.     On  her  way  thither  she 
burnt  an  American  merchant  ship,  and  therefore  went  into  Brest  red-handed. 
At  Brest  she  claimed  to  be  allowed  to  civilly  equip  and  victual.     The  Opinion 
Nationalc  immediately  put  forth  a  leading  artide,  denouncing  the  Florida  as 
being  what  the  French  call  a  corsaire,  ana  what  we  term  a  privateer.    There- 
fore the  commander  of  the  Florida  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Paris  newspapers,  de- 
claring that  M.  le  Redacteur  was  under  a  great  delusion  in  supposing  that  his 
ship  was  a  privateer,  and  stating  that  she  bore  a  regular  commission  of  the  con- 
federate jgovemment,  and  that  he  and  all  his  officers  were  regularly  commis- 
sioned officers ;  that,  in  fact,  the  Florida  was  a  regular  ship-of-war.     On  the 
publication  of  that  letter,  Mr.  Dayton,  the  American  minister  at  Paris,  took  the 
affair  in  hand,  and  in  the  despatches  on  our  table  between  Mr.  Seward  and  his 
representatives  abroad  we  have  the  whole  correspondence  that  took  place  be- 
tween Mr.  Dayton  and  the  French  government.    Mr.  Dayton  called  the  atten- 
tion of  M.  Drouyn  de  PHuys  to  the  circular  addressed  to  the  American  govern- 
ment in  1854,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Crimean  war,  and  told  him  in  effect, 
"  You  and  England  jointly  requested  us  not  to  allow  any  privateer  to  equip  or 
victual  in  our  ports,  but  here  is  a  vessel  that  is  either  a  privateer  or  nothing ; 
she  makes  no  war  on  armed  vessels ;  she  goes  about  burning  and  destroying 
merchant  vessels,  and  she  does  not  profess  to  do  anything  else,  because  she  is 
neither  armed  nor  manned  in  a  way  to  act  as  a  regular  ship-of-war."     M. 
Drouyn  de  THuys  and  the  English  government  appear  both  to  have  come  to 
the  same  conclusion  that  the  Florida,  as  well  as  the  Alabama  and  the  Georgia, 
is  a  regular  ship-of-war ;  but  Mr.  Dayton,  in  communicating  with  his  own  gov- 
ernment, fairly  stigmatized  the  declaration  ©f  Paris  as  "  mere  moonshine,"  and 
Mr.  Seward  in  his  reply  indorsed  his  language.     [Hear.]     I  mention  this  to 
show  that  it  will  not  save  us,  in  case  we  are  engaged  in  war,  from  having  repri- 
sals practiced  upon  us,  that  we  have  joined  in  the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  I 
am  glad  that  upon  this  point  the  honorable  member  for  Liverpool  has  not  sue- 
ceeded  in  misleading  his  constituents,  because  they  appear  to  take  a  very  sound  - 
and  far-seeing  view  of  the  question.     [Heai-,  hear.]     I  am  only  soriy,  indeed, 
that  two  years  ago  our  ship-owners  did  not  rise  en  masse  and  compel  the  gov- 
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ernment  of  this  manufacturiDg  and  mercantile  country  to  put  our  laws  and  r^pi- 
lations  in  harmony  with  the  present  state  of  our  interests  and  relations ;  for  I 
hold  we  are  not-here  to  stand  up  like  lawyers  and  quote  pedantically  from  the 
reports  of  1810  and  1812.  We  are  living  in  a  progressive  age,  and  in  a  most 
progressive  country,  and  let  me  tell  the  government  that  we  have  ndw  five  times 
as  much  at  stake  as  we  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Our  exports  and 
imports  are  five-fold  what  they  were  at  the  time  when  those  authorities  spoke 
whom  the  attorney  general  has  cited,  and  I  maintain  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
any  country,  but  especially  in  the  power  of  great  countries,  to  lay  down  maxims 
and  establish  precenents  which  themselves  become  international  law.  [Hear.] 
We  hate,  unhappily,  lost  a  precious  opportunity  of  putting  ourselves  in  a  better 
position  for  the  future,  if  ever  we  intend  to  go  to  war  again.  Nor  is  it  merely 
in  time  of  war  that  we  shall  feel  the  effects  of  the  existing  state  of  things.  Do 
you  suppose  that  foreign  governments  do  not  observe  what  is  going  on,  and  do 
not  fully  appreciate  our  altered  circumstances  ?  I  might  apply  that  obserration 
to  other  matters,  and  ask  why  we  scatter  our  forces  all  over  the  world,  and  then 
think  we  are  as  safe  and  powerful  at  home  as  if  we  had  those  forces  under  our 
wing.  But,  confining  myself  to  the  question  of  belh'gerent  rights,  I  say  that 
foreign  governments  will  take  into  account  the  danger  we  must  incur  in  case  of 
war,  and  will  find  in  it  a  motive  for  our  remaining  at  peace.  Look  at  what  hap- 
pened last  autumn.  We  held  out  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  threat,  that,  in 
conjunction  with  France,  we  should  go  to  war  with  Russia  on  the  subject  of 
Poland.  What  did  Russia  do  ?  She  sent  her  fleet  immediately  to  America, 
and,  knowing  the  astute,  long-headed  men  who  rule  in  St.  Petersburgh,  does  any- 
body doubt  what  the  motive  was  ?  The  Russian  government  reasoned  thus  : 
"  If  England  and  France  are  going  to  attack  us  again,  we  will  take  care  to  be 
in  a  position  to  carry  on  reprisals,  and  particularly  we  will  carry  on  operations 
against  the  commerce  of  England,  in  the  same  way  as  the  confederates  are  car- 
rying on  war  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States."  Therefore  they 
sent  their  fleet,  and,  what  is  still  more  important,  they  sent  their  crews  to 
America,  no  doubt  with  the  intention  of  putting  those  crews  into  the  swiftest 
vessels  that  could  be  obtained  both  on  the  Atlantic  and  on  the  Pacific  side,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  employed  against  our  commerce.  [Hear,  hear.]  Take 
the  case  of  Germany.  Recently  the  German  newspapers  have  often  pointed  to 
the  vulnerability  of  England,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  law  as  estab- 
lished by  om*selves  in  the  case  of  these  cruisers.  [Hear,  hear.]  We  have,  in 
truth,  set  a  most  perilous  example,  the  effects  of  which,  I  believe,  will  be  felt  in 
our  foi-eign  office  in  negotiations  with  Brazil,  or  the  weakest  power  we  could 
have  transactions  with.  Such  has  been  the  result  of  building  three  or  four  swift 
sailing  vessels !  Are  we  to  be  told  that  England  is  so  much  cleverer  than 
America  in  mechanics  that  she  can  build  ships  which  America  cannot?  Read 
the  report  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Whitworth  when  he  went  to  America  ten 
years  ago  to  inquire  into  its  mechanical  resources.  Nobody  who  knows  the 
aptitude  of  the  American  people  for  mechanical  discoveries  will  lay  claim  to  any 
superiority  on  our  part.  Do  you  want  an  Alabama,  a  ship  that  was  built  neither 
for  war  nor  for  trade — a  vessel  that  can  run  away  from  anything  or  catch  any- 
thing? America  can  produce  any  number  of  such  vessels.  When  I  went  first 
to  America,  some  twenty  years  ago,  they  were  running  steamers  on  their  rivers 
at  the  rate  of  eighteen  miles  an  hour,  a  thing  unheard  of  elsewhere.  The 
Americans  have  never  done  much  in  the  way  of  ocean  steamers;  their  specialty 
is  on  their  rivers  and  lakes,  where  we  find  the  swiftest  vessels  in  the  world. 
But  is  it  supposed  that  because  we  have  more  ships-of-war,  therefore  we  are 
sure,  in  cape  of  war,  to  find  their  cruisers  ?  Perhaps  nothing  is  more  difficult, 
not  to  say  impossible,  than  to  find  a  ship  on  the  ocean  after  she  has  once  got 
out  of  sight.  Nelson  himself  passed  many  weeks  trying  to  find  a  fleet  of  500 
sail  going  from  France  to  Egypt.    You  may  find  a  vessel  in  a  harbor,  just  as 
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Nelsou  found  the  French  fleet  in  the  Nile ;  but  even  if  you  should  find  «ui 
American  cruiser  in  a  harbor,  by  your  own  rules  you  must  allow  her  to  escape, 
because  you  say  she  must  have  a  start  of  twenty-four  hours.  [Hear,  hear.]  It 
appears  to  me,  on  the  whole,  that  the  only  thing  remaining  that  you  can  do  to 
conciliate  the  American  people  under  the  cruel  losses  they  have  undergone  at 
your  hands,  is  to  say  that  henceforth  you  will  deny  hospitality  to  vessels  that 
have  been  built  in  your  ports,  that  have  clandestinely  left  your  ports,  that 
have  been  manned  and  armed  from  yom-  ports,  because  you  are  convinced  that 
to  allow  such  ships  to  come  back  here  after  committing  havoc  upon  a  friendly 
nation  would  be  to  injure  yourselves  and  endanger  your  own  best  interests  in 
the  future.     [CheersJ 

Lord  R.  Cecil.  The  present  hour  and  the  present  state  of  the  house  do  not 
invite  discussion,  but  the  speech  we  have  just  heard  contained  a  fallacy  which 
I  cannot  allow  to  pass  without  notice.  The  honorable  member  for  Rochdale  has 
drawn  a  powerful  picture  of  the  evils  to  which  England  will  be  exposed  in  any 
war  in  which  she  may  be  engaged  hereafter.  I  do  not  think  he  has  exaggerated 
those  evils,  for  I  am  afraid  that,  in  the  event  of  war,  we  must  reckon  upon  see- 
ing our  mercantile  marine  harassed  on  the  ocean  by  swarms  of  hostile  privar 
teers.  But  the  point  which  the  honorable  member  has  overlooked  is  the  impos- 
sibiHty  of  our  avoiding  the  evils  in  store  for  us  by  any  action  we  could  take 
now.  If  by  sending  the  Alabama  or  the  Georgia  away  we  could  insure  our- 
fldves  against  the  risks  which  the  honorable  member  has  so  eloquently  painted, 
I  should  at  once  admit  that  there  was  great  cogency  in  his  arguments ;  but  I 
cannot  conceive  how  anybody  can  imagine  that,  by  refusing  hospitality  to  a 
confederate  ship,  we  could  add  one  iota  to  the  safety  of  our  mercantile  marine 
in  any  future  war.  [Hear,  hear.]  You  say  that  you  desire  to  set  the  Ameri- 
cans a  good  example.  Do  you  mean  seriously  to  tell  me  that  when  hostile  pas- 
sions are  aroused,  when  men  are  driven  by  their  feelings,  or  still  more  by  what 
they  consider  an  overwhelming  interest,  towards  a  particular  line  of  conduct, 
they  will  imitate  your  example  1  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Americans,  who 
have  never  been  very  particular  as  to  how  they  contend  with  other  nations, 
who  certainly  were  not  very  particular  in  their  dealings  with  us  in  Canada — do 
you  mean  to  say  that  they  will  care  two  straws  whether  we  did  or  did  not  at 
flome  previous  period  act  in  a  manner  which  they  deemed  hostile  to  themselves  ? 
But  I  will  remove  the  question  from  this  American  dispute.  Look  at  what  has 
happened  between  other  nations.  Are  France  and  Russia  any  the  less  likely  to 
unite  now  because  they  hated  each  other  bitterly  in  1853  and  1854  ?  Are 
£ngland  and  Denmark,  who  hated  eacli  other  bitterly  during  the  great  war,  on 
that  account  less  sympathetic  or  friendly  now  ?  Nations  in  selecting  their 
policy  are  not  affected  by  events  which  may  have  taken  place  five,  ten,  or  fifteen 
jears  before.  Gratitude  or  indignation  may  last  in  the  breasts  of  individuals 
for  so  long  a  period,  though  even  that  is  a  rare  phenomenon,  but  I  am  ouite 
sure  that  you  can  find  in  the  history  of  the  world  no  instance  in  which  tnose 
feelings  have  endured  so  long  in  the  breasts  of  nations.  To  go  from  example 
to  precedent.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  precedent  from  both  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bradford  and  the  honorable  member  for  Rochdale.  They 
say  that  we  ought  to  set  up  a  precedent  which  shall  change  international  law. 
I  confess  that  sounds  to  me  very  strange  language.  We  heard  from  the  attor- 
ney genera],  stated  with  the  greatest  eloquence  and  clearness,  what  international 
law  is.  You  say  to  us,  "Don't  keep  to  that;  don't  keep  international  law  as  it 
is,  but  by  the  process  of  healing  it  make  it  something  else,  and  your  reward 
for  so  breaking  it  shall  be,  that  other  nations,  instead  of  breaking  it,  will  keep 
it,  and  keep  it  in  the  way  which  will  be  advantageous  to  you  in  future  wars." 
I  confess  that  that  is  a  process  which  I  don't  think  that  other  nations  are  very 
likely  to  go  through.  At  all  events,  if  they  follow  our  example  in  nothing  else, 
Ihey  will  follow  our  example  in  the  convenient  plan  of  amending  international 
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law  by  the  process  of  breaking  it.  But  there  is  something  more  to  be  said* 
You  profess  neutrality,  and  I  presume  that  you  intend  that  neutrality  to  be 
honest.  I  presume  that  eyen  the  honorable  member  for  Birmingham,  strongly 
as  he  feels  upon  the  subject,  will  not  recommend  us  to  depart  from  strict  neu- 
trality. But  can  there  be  a  greater  breach  of  neutrality  than  that  you  should 
break  international  law  on  the  one  side  and  not  on  the  other ;  that  you  should 
alter  international  law  by  so  breaking  it,  and  that  entirely  in  favor  of  one  bel- 
ligerent ?  And  what  adds  to  the  peculiar  baseness  of  such  a  proceeding  is,  that 
you  are  asked  to  take  this  course,  not  because  you  believe  that  one  side  is  right 
and  the  other  wrong,  but  solely  that  it  may  give  you  an  advantage  in  some 
future  war.  I  confess  that  such  a  mode  of  dealing  with  international  law  ap- 
pears to  me  more  dishonest  and  more  immoral  than  anything  I  ever  before 
heard  proposed.  The  honorable  member  for  Rochdale  told  us  a  great  deal 
about  the  bitter  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  federal  States  at  the  losses 
they  have  endured.  He  counted  up  those  losses,  and  asked  us  to  believe,  as  we 
well  could,  that  a  race  come  of  the  same  stock  as  ourselves  would  be  operated 
upon  more  strongly  by  the  bitterness  of  feeling  occasioned  by  these  losses  than 
by  any  other  motive.  I  thoroughly  believe  it.  I  dare  say  that  "for  many  years 
those  nations  will  feel  bitterness  towards  the  nation  through  whose  instrumen- 
tality they  believe  that  they  have  been  inflicted.  But  have  there  been  losses 
only  on  one  side?  [Hear,  hear.]  Has  there  been  suffering  only  on  one  side  t 
[Hear,  hear.]  And  has  British  aid  been  given  only  to  one  side  t  I  have  in 
my  hand  a  paper  which  tells  a  different  story,  and  to  llie  tale  which  it  tells  I 
invite  the  attention  of  the  house.  In  the  course  of  the  year  1862  there  were 
exported  to  the  federal  States  rifles  and  muskets  of  the  value  of  <£546»000,  be- 
sides 11,947,000,  or  in  round  numbers  12,000,000,  percussion  caps.  What  the 
Americans  have  done  with  all  those  caps  I  cannot  imagine.  I  believe  that, 
according  to  the  most  recent  authority,  they  have  killed  200,000  confederates. 
That  allows  sixty  shots  for  each  man  killed,  which  undoubtedly  is  not  very 
good  practice.  (Ix)rd  R.  Montague :  "  Yes  it  is.')  My  noble  friend  says  that 
it  is.  I  trust  that  in  any  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged  he  will  wield  his 
weapon  with  more  effect.  I  cannot  pass  over  the  fact  which  has  been  stated  in 
this  house,  and  is  well  known,  that  the  mercantile  house  which  has  been  mainly 
instrumental  in  conveying  this  enormous  assistance  to  the  federals,  and  effecting 
this  fearfol  injury  upon  the  confederates,  is  the  house  of  Baring  &  Co.  Now, 
I  want  you  to  consider  the  feelings  with  which  the  confederates  regard  these 
enormous  re-enforcements,  which  have  been  conveyed  by  the  English  people 
through  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Baring  &  Co.,  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proc- 
lamation of  neutrality.  [Mr.  Cobden :  "  Not  in  violation."]  The  attorney  gen- 
eral is  not  here  to  infoim  us  as  to  the  law,  and  I  will  adnere  to  my  statement 
until  it  is  contradicted  by  some  more  competent  authority.  Whether  contrary 
to  law  or  not,  it  is  an  enormous  assistance  conveyed  through  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Baring  &  Co.  by  the  English  people  to  the  federals.  You  have  been  consider- 
ing the  feelings  of  the  federals.  Do  you  suppose  the  confederates  have  no  feel- 
ings ?  Do  you  suppose  they  do  not  feel  for  their  rich  country  desolated,  for 
the  enormous  injury  which  has  been  inflicted  upon  their  industry,  for  their 
towns  bombarded,  for  their  population  slaughtered,  and  for  the  fearful  trials  to 
which  every  class  of  their  people  have  been  exposed  ?  And  do  you  suppose 
that  when  they  learn  that  alUthis  havoc  has  been  committed  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  munitions  of  war  conveyed  by  English  merchants,  the  bitterness 
on  one  side  will  not  be  as  great  as  that  on  the  other  ?  If  our  neutrality  is  hon- 
est, we  must  regard  the  bitterness  of  one  side  as  much  as  that  of  the  other.  I 
am  sure,  considering  what  in  the  future  are  likely  to  be  the  opportunities 
of  greatness  offered  to  the  two  divisions  into  which  the  American  republic  is 
fast  dividing,  that  we  shall  have  as  much  cause  for  regret  if  we  permanently 
aHeuate  from  England  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  which  lies  to  the  south  of 
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the  Potomac  as  we  shall  have  if  we  alienate  those  who  inhabit  the  smaller  coun- 
try which  lies  to  the  north  of  that  river.  [Hear,  hear.]  We  cannot  give  too 
mnch  praise  to  the  very  learned  and  moderate  speech  of  the  attorney  general. 
[Hear,  hear.]  It  seemed  to  me  to  give  an  exhaustive  and  complete  statement 
of  the  law,  comprehensible  by  the  least  instructed  intellect ;  and  I  hope  that  it 
will  be  acceptea  as  an  official  reply  to  many  fallacies  upon  this  subject  which 
have  been  current  in  this  country.  I  will  only  express  my  regret  that  after 
tiiat  speech  the  honorable  member  for  Bochdale  should  have  repeated  the  state- 
ment that  it  was  proved  that  the  Gkorgia  came  out  in  violation  of  our  neutrality. 
Why,  you  have  not  even  got  a  verdict.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  about 
the  law  being  broken  when  you  have  got  any  court  of  law  to  pronounce  in  your 
favor.  The  only  court  which  pronounces  in  your  favor  is  that  which  sits  in 
your  own  brains.  There  is  not  a  ghost  of  a  justification  for  saying  that  the 
Oeorgia  has  broken  our  foreign  enlistment  act.  All  the  facts  are  against  you. 
[•*  No,  no  !"]  It  is  probably  well  known  to  the  member  for  Rochdale  that  it  is 
quite  as  much  within  the  international  law  to  sell  ships-of-war  to  another  nation 
as  it  is  to  sell  any  munitions  of  war.  [Hear.]  There  seems,  therefore,  to  be 
no  ground  for  the  statement  that  the  Georgia  has  invaded  our  ports  in  defiance 
of  our  neutrality,  and  we  should  ourselves  be  guilty  of  a  clear  breach  of  neu- 
trality if  we  shaped  our  policy  on  an  assumption  which  cannot  be  proved  either 
in  law  or  in  fact.     [Hear,  hear.] 

Mr.  Shaw-Lbfbvrb  said  that  he  had  listened  with  great  regret  to  the  speech 
of  the  attorney  general,  and  especially  to  his  statement  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  recommend  her  Majesty's  government  to  take  either  of  the  courses 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for  Huntingdon.  Probably,  if  the  honor- 
able and  learned  gentleman  had  paid  more  attention  to  the  history  of  America 
and  less  to  law  cases,  he  would  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion.  When  in 
1793  we  remonstrated  with  the  American  government  against  the  fitting  out  of 
privateers  in  their  ports,  they  did  not  say  that  they  had  no  municipal  law  to 
meet  the  case,  and  were  not  bound  by  international  law,  but  at  once  passed  an 
act  to  meet  our  complaints.  The  act  of  1793  was  for  a  time  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  He  could  not  find  that  it  was  evaded  by  any  privateers  during  the 
French  war.  Shortly  afterwards,  however,  a  war  broke  out  between  Spain  and 
their  colonies,  and  then  a  flaw  was  discovered  in  the  act  of  Congress,  which  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  was  precisely  similar  to  our  act  of  Parliament.  In  de- 
fiance of  the  law  privateers  were  despatched  from  American  ports.  The  course 
adopted  was  much  the  same  as  that  taken  by  those  who,  in  our  own  day,  fitted 
out  the  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Florida.  The  vessels  were  chartered  as  traders, 
and  received  ammunition  under  the  disguise  of  cargoes  of  merchandise.  When 
they  got  out  to  sea  they  hoisted  their  guns  out  of  the  hold  and  mounted  them 
on  deck,  and  displayed  the  flae  of  the  South  American  republic.  The  Ameri- 
can government,  he  was  bound  to  say,  did  all  they  could  to  enforce  the  law 
against  these  cruisers.  There  were  numerous  cases  in  which  they  were  seized 
and  condemned,  and  there  were  also  cases  of  prosecution  for  infringement  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act.  Those  measures,  however,  were  not  sufficient  to  repress 
the  evil.  Spain  and  Portugal  both  remonstrated  with  the  United  States  for 
allowing  cruisers  to  be  fitted  out  in  their  ports ;  and  the  complaints  which  were 
made  bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  some  of  those  which  the  federal  govern- 
ment had  lately  addressed  to  us.  The  Portuguese  government  pointed  out 
that  the  fault  was  entirely  in  the  insufficient  state  of  the  existing  law,  and  ui^d 
its  amendment.  Similar  representations  were  made  by  the  Spanish  minister ; 
and  even  this  country  and  France  joined  in  the  remonstrances.  What  was  the 
reply  of  the  United  States  ?  They  did  not  say  that  they  had  a  municipal  law, 
and  that  no  international  obligation  required  them  to  go  beyond  it.  On  the 
contrary,  the  President  immediately  sent  a  message  to  Congress,  stating  that  it 
WSB  essential  to  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  country  that  the  neutrality  should 
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be  honestlj  preserved,  and  that  no  opportunitj  should  be  given  for  evasions  of 
the  law,  and  proposing  that  the  law  should  be  revised,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
rendered  more  effectual.  He  should  like  to  see  her  Majesty's  goverament  in 
the  present  juncture  adopt  the  same  policy  as  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  1817.  In  accordance  with  the  President's  message  an  act  of  Con- 
gress was  proposed,  containing  two  clauses  not  in  the  original  act,  and,  he 
might  observe,  wanting  to  our  statute,  giving  collectors  of  customs  authority  to 
detain,  to  exact  •bonds  from  vessels  suspected  of  an  intention  to  engage  in  nos- 
tilities  against  an  ally  of  the  States.  There  was  then,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, quite  as  strong  a  sympathy  in  the  United  States  for  the  South  American 
colonies  as  prevailed  among  honorable  gentlenien  opposite  for  the  southern 
States  of  North  America.  Of  course  there  were  objections  to  the  proposed  act 
It  was  said  that  it  had  been  brought  forward  under  pressure  from  foreign  pow- 
ers, and  that  traders  had  a  right  to  sell  ediips  if  they  chose.  The  United  States 
government  replied  that  they  had  duties  to  perform,  not  to  one  nation,  but  to 
all ;  that  they  had  listened  to  the  representations  of  foreign  powers  only  be- 
cause they  deemed  them  reasonable,  and  that  traders  must  take  care  that  in 
their  mercantile  dealings  they  did  not  do  anything  which  was  incompatible 
with  the  higher  interests  of  the  country.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  such  cases  as  had  occurred  in  this  country  could  not  have  taken  place 
under  the  law  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  held  that  we  ought  to  adopt  the 
clauses  which  had  been  added  to  the  original  American  act.  He  had  spoken  of 
the  proceedings  in  1793 ;  but  there  was  an  earlier  precedent  in  1779.  When 
privateers  were  fitted  out  in  French  ports  for  the  service  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment, the  British  government  strongly  protested  against  it,  and  offered 
France  the  alternative  of  checking  the  practice  or  going  to  war.  France  chose 
peace,  and  undertook  to  dismiss  all  the  privateers  from  her  ports  at  once. 
Therefore  there  were  two  precedents  directly  in  point,  showing  what  ought  to 
be  done  in  regard  to  these  vessels.  It  was  said  that  there  had  been  no  judicial 
investigation  in  connexion  with  the  southern  cruisers,  but  that  was  because  thej 
escaped  from  this  country  before  any  trial  could  be  instituted.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  any  one  could  doubt  that  these  vessels  were  built  in  violation  of  our 
neutrality,  and  he  hoped  the  government  would  entertain  the  proposals  buq- 
gested  by  the  honorable  member  for  Huntingdon.     [Hear.] 

Lord  R.  Montague  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  either  as  to  the  bias  of  the 
honorable  member's  sympathies  or  the  source  of  his  inspiration.  Instead  of 
availing  himself  of  the  authentic  sources  of  information  in  this  country,  he  had 
gone  for  facts  and  arguments  to  the  American  papers  laid  on  the  table  of  Con- 
gress. The  honorable  member  for  Rochdale  had  proved  conclusively  that  the 
trade  of  the  northern  States  had  been  considerably  diminished;  but  his  speech 
was  like  a  bridge  without  a  keystone.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  omitted 
to  show  how  we  were  responsible  for  the  injury  which  American  commerce  had 
sustained  since  the  war  began.  Not  only  had  the  southern  States  manufactured 
a  navy,  but  they  had  beaten  the  federal  ships  which  had  long  ridden  the  sea  so 
completely  that  the  latter  were  now  fain  to  avoid  the  conflict  [Hear,  hear.] 
How  were  we  to  blame  for  that  ?  Should  we  have  done  anything  to  prevent 
the  south  from  sending  their  ships  to  sea,  or  have  refused  to  them  that  hospi- 
tality which  our  neutrality  bound  us  to  concede  equally  to  both  sides  1  [Hear, 
hear.]  The  attorney  general  had  pointed  out  that  as  yet  the  southern  States 
were  not  recognized  by  us,  and  that,  consequently,  we  had  no  legal  channel  for 
those  communications  which  might  otherwise  have  been  addressed  to  them. 
The  federal  government  had  themselves  prevented  us  from  communicating  with 
the  south,  and  had  declined  to  permit  a  British  man-of-war  to  proceed  to  one 
of  the  southern  ports.  The  honorable  member  said  the  Florida  was  a  priva- 
teer. That  was  not  the  case,  for  a  privateer  was  an  armed  merchant  vessel, 
which,  whenever  opportunity  offered,  plundered  enemy's  property;  but  the 
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Florida  carried  no  cargo,  and  was  a  commissioned  man-of-war.  He  did  not 
think,  as  the  honorable  member  seemed  to  belieye,  that  if  England  altered  her 
law  Russia  would  not  send  privateers  to  sea  to  plunder  English  propertj  in 
case  of  war  with  this  country. 

Mr.  Alderman  Boss  believed  that  the  definition  of  the  law  contained  in  the 
attomej  general's  admirable  speech  was  correct.  The  honorable  member  for 
Rochdale  had  described  the  amount  of  shipping  lost  bj  the  United  States,  but 
the  honorable  member  might  also  have  adverted  to  the  loss  of  all  liberty  and 
credit  in  that  country ;  and  it  seemed  that  the  period  was  not  far  distant  when 
England  would  have  to  recognize  the  southern  States. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  697.]  Lboation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

London,  May  20,  1864. 
SiE :  Bj  intelligence  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  as  well  as  from  the  public 
newspapers,  I  learn  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  advertised  for  sale  at  Liverpool. 
Meanwhile  the  British  subjects  enlisted  as  seamen  are  permitted  to  remain 
with  their  families  at  that  place  with  impunity.     It  is  only  the  poor  Irishmen 
taken  into  the  Kearsai^  at  Queenstown  who  have  been  passed  through  the 
ibrmality  of  a  conviction  in  the  courts  for  an  offence  against  neutrality. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  956.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  21,  1864. 

Sib  :  You  are  doubtlessly  aware  that  for  several  weeks  we  have  been  suffering 
painful  apprehensions  lest  by  means  of  the  subsiding  of  the  waters  in  the  Red 
river  we  might  be  obliged  not  merely  to  forego  the  effort  to  maintain  our  posi- 
tion on  its  banks,  but  even  to  leave  our  iron-dad  fleet  to  be  destroyed,  or  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  insui^ents.  We  have  just  now  been  relieved  from  these 
fears.  An  artificial  rise  of  the  river  at  the  rapids  above  Alexandria  was  effected, 
and  the  fleet  has  safely  descended  to  the  Mississippi.  The  expedition  of  Major 
General  Banks  has  failed,  but  the  failure  is  believed  not  to  have  materially  im- 
paired our  own  stren^h,  or  given  to  the  insurgents  any  new  advantage.  The 
return  of  the  fleet  ana  the  land  forces  to  the  Mississippi  reassures  our  control  of 
the  navigation  of  that  great  river. 

We  hear  from  Major  General  Sherman,  who  has  taken  Rome,  and  is  at 
^Kingston,  that  having  there  repaired  the  waste  of  his  army,  and  renewed  his 
supplies,  he  would  move  to-day,  and  resume  his  march  upon  Atlanta,  with  an 
amy  of  80,000  effective  men. 

lieutenant  General  Grant  had  severe  conflicts  during  the  last  week,  by  way 
of  manoeuvre  and  reconnoissance.  On  Friday  night  the  insurgents  withdrew 
firom  their  strongly  intrenched  position  at  Spottsylvania  Court-house,  retreating, 
as  is  supposed,  across  the  North  Anna  river.  The  army  of  the  Potomac  was 
aheady  on  its  advance,  which  of  course  was  continued ;  and  thus  far  there  has 
been  no  serious  conflict.     Our  position  is  now  at  Millford  stati9n,  on  the  rail- 
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road  from  Fredericksburg  to  Richmond,  and  along  the  south  side  of  the  Matta- 
pony  river.  Rappahannock  station  was  used  as  our  depot  for  supplies  at  the 
beginning  of  the  advance.  Since  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  we  have  used 
Fredericksburg.  To-day  we  change  our  station  from  that  place  to  Port  Royal, 
on  the  Rappahannock. 

Major  General  Butler  has  had  some  severe  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  but  he 
still  holds  his  position  on  the  south  bank  of  the  James,  and  to  the  extent  that 
he  succeeds  in  detaining  the  enemy's  force  in  his  front,  he  contributes  to  the 
success  of  the  main  army  of  the  Potomac  in  its  advance  upon  Richiqond.  If 
we  may  rely  upon  the  official  reports  of  the  operations  of  cavalry  which  reach 
us,  the  enemy's  connections  are  broken  up  beyond  his  ability  to  restore  them 
before  the  event  of  the  campaign  must  be  determined. 

General  Sigel  with  a  portion  of  his  forces  was  defeated  on  the  Shenandoah, 
but  the  loss  incurred  has  been  fully  compensated  by  the  successful  operations 
of  General  Crook  in  another  portion  of  western  Virginia. 

Congress  is  maturing  the  tax  bill  with  great  care,  and  I  think  in  a  form  that 
will  be  effective  to  sustain  the  national  credit.  The  bank  bill  is  still  a  subject 
of  serious  debate,  but  it  will  ultimately  assume  a  satisfactory  shape.  The  im- 
portations are  enormous,  and  the  shipment  of  gold  is  increased  by  the  high  rates 
of  interest  adopted  by  the  banks  of  England  and  France.  Nevertheless,  the 
gcfvemment  stocks  are  well  sustained,  and  the  new  loan  bearing  five  per  cent 
interest  is  taken  up  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  millions  a  week.  The  flood  of 
immigration  is  on  the  increase.  Ultimatelj'  the  nation  cannot  fail  to  be  the  gainer 
that  sends  out  its  gold  and  receives  in  exchange  free  men  from  foreign  countries 
to  extract  the  metals  from  its  mines,  and  to  expand  cultivation  over  newly  re- 
claimed territories. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Spc,,  Sfc.,  S^c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  958.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  5th  May,  No.  679,  states  that  the  pirate  steamer 
Japan,  now  known  as  the  Georgia,  has  returned  into  British  waters,  but  that 
you  have  not  yet  seen  your  way  clear  to  remonstrate  with  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment against  her  receiving  British  protection.  It  is  not  intended  or  deaired 
to  overrule  your  well-considered  judgment  in  the  case.  But  when  we  remember 
that  she  was  built,  equipped,  armed,  and  manned  by  British  subjects,  in  a  British 
port,  in  violation  of  British  laws,  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and 
that  she  escaped  the  vigilance  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  seems  to  us  quite 
clear  that  she  ought  to  be  detained  and  prevented  from  resuming  her  piratical 
occupation.  In  any  case,  I  trust  that,  unless  you  have  some  good  reason  for 
forbearance,  not  now  known  here,  you  will  at  least  not  leave  her  Majesty's 
government  free  to  suppose  that  we  acquiesce  in  regarding  her  as  a  lawful  belli- 
gerent vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  ^.,  ^.,  S^c. 
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Mr,  Adarns  to  Mr.  Setvard, 
[Extracts.] 
No.  698.]  LflQATION    OF   THE    UnITBD    StATES, 

London,  May  26,  1864. 
Sir  :    Despatches   have  been  received  the  present  week  at  this  legation, 
numbered  from  939  to  943,  inclusive.     •  •  •  •  • 

Little  has  taken  place  of  any  interest  during  the  week.  The  celebration  of 
the  Queen's  birthday  and  the  races  have  contributed  to  distract  attention  from 
business.  It  has  been  with  great  difficulty  that  a  quorum  of  the  Commons  has 
been  kept  together  since  the  close  of  the  Whitsuntide  holidays. 

The  conference  reassembles  on  "Saturday.     It  is  intimated  that  the  time  may 
be  extended,  and  that  a  plan  is  on  foot  for  a  settlement  by  a  final  separation  of 
the  Duchies  from  Denmark,  and  the  establishment  of  them  under  a  distinct 
government.     This  is  the  alternative  ^o  a  more  or  less  general  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>,  C 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  699.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  26,  1864. 
Sir:  Messrs.  Laird  &  Sons  have  sold  the  iron-clad  rams  to  the  British 
government.  The  fact  was  formally  stated  in  the  Globe  of  the  24th  instant, 
though  it  has  never  been  officially  announced  to  me.  In  conversation  with  the 
attorney  general  last  evening,  I  learned  that  two  successful  offers  had  been 
made  by  Messrs.  Laird.  The  first  had  fixed  a  price  considered  so  high  as  to 
have  been  at  once  declined.  The  last  had  proposed  to  abide  by  any  reasonable 
adjustment,  and  had  therefore  been  acceded  to.  I  understood  him  to  say  that 
he  intended  to  move  a  discontinuance  of  the  suit  in  the  court  to-day. 

This  relieves  the  immediate  pressure  of  a  delicate  and  difficult  question 
between  the  two  governments.  But  it  determines  nothing  for  the  regulation  of 
their  future  relations.  Opinion  is  taking  so  strong  a  form  here  on  the  impolicy 
of  further  countenancing  these  rebel  operations,  that  my  impression  i^  that, 
hereafter,  the  base  will  be  substantially  transferred  to  the  other  side  of  the 
channel.  The  proceeds  of  the  respective  sales  of  the  Georgia,  the  Glasgow 
ram,  and  these  iron-clad  s  will  be,  probably,  applied  to  the  outfit  of  the  foUr 
vessels  now  in  process  of  construction  in  France.  They  are  not,  to  be  sure, 
ships  of  the  same  formidable  character  with  the  rams,  but  they  are,  perhaps, 
the  best  which  they  can  under  present  circumstances  command.  The  fact  is 
certain  that  they  are  still  enlisting  men  and  sending  them  over,  whilst  officers 
continue  to  come  from  America.  Information  from  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
Alabama,  dated  at  Singapore  so  late  as  the  12th  of  April,  discloses  an  expecta- 
^on  prevailing  on  board  that  she  was  to  come  to  France  about  the  middle  of 
July.  The  Florida  is  now  there.  What  this  assembling  of  the  vessels  means, 
or  whether  it  means  anything,  I  do  riot  pretend  to  say.  I  content  myself  with 
calliug  the  attention  of  the  government  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Mr.  Adams  to, Mr.  Seacard. 

No.  700.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  Times  of  the  25th  and  26th 
inst.,  containing  a  report  of  the  final  proceedings  in  the  Conrt  of  Queen's  Bench 
on  Uie  application  for  the  rendition  of  the  pirates  in  case  of  the  Joseph  L. 
Gerrity.  As  usual  in  the  case  of  English  law  decisions,  the  result  turns  upon 
technical  construction  of  language  rather  than  on  broad  principles. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Court  of  Queen's  Bench — Westminster,  Tuesday,  May  24,  1864. 

IN  THE   matter  OP  TERNAN  AND   OTHERS,  PRISONERS   IN  THE  JAIL  AT  LIVER- 
POOL. 

This  was  the  case  of  the  three  men  who  had  been  arrested  and  committed  to 
jail  at  Liverpool,  on  the  warranty  of  Sir  George  Grey  as  home  secretary,  on 
the  inquisition  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  American  minister,  on  a  charge  of  piracy 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  prisoners  and  others,  in  seizing  an 
American  merchant  vessel  on  the  high  seas.  They  had,  it  will  be  recollected, 
taken  passages  on  board  the  ship  as  she  lay  at'Matamoras  laden  with  cotton 
and  bound  for  New  York,  and  when  the  vessel  was  seventy  miles  ^m  that 

Eort,  in  the  Bav  of  Mexico,  they  rose  on  the  crew,  seized  the  ship,  and  took 
er  to  Belize,  where  they  abandoned  it  and  sold  the  cargo.  The  three  prisoners 
were  seen  at  Liverpool  by  the  master,  who  also  had  come  there,  and  he  at  once 
applied  to  the  American  minister,  who  addressed  himself  forthwith  to  Sir  Geoi^ 
Grey,  claiming  their  arrest  and  delivery  up  to  the  American  authorities  as 
pirates  under  the  American  extradition  treaty  act  of  1843.  That  act,  upon 
which  the  question  turns,  is  as  follows.     It  enacts  : 

"  That  in  case  requisition  shall  at  any  time  be  made  by  the  authority  of  the 
said  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  and  according  to  the  said  treaty,  for  the 
delivery  of  any  person  charged  with  the  crime  of  murder,  or  assault  with  intent 
to  commit  murder,  or  with  the  crime  of  piracy,  or  arson,  or  robbery,  or  forgery, 
or  the  utterance  of  forged  paper,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  who  shall  be  found  within  the  territories  of  her  Majesty,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  or  in 
Ireland  for  the  chief  secretary  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  in  any  of 
her  Majesty's  colonies  or  possessions  abroad,  for  the  officer  administering  the 
government  of  any  such  colony  or  possession,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  to  signify  that  such  requisition  has  been  so  made,  and  to  require  all  justices 
of  the  peace  and  other  magistrates  and  officers  of  justice  within  their  several 
jurisdictions  to  govern  themselves  accordingly,  and  to  aid  in  apprehending  the 

§erson  so  accused,  and  committing  such  person  to  jail,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
elivered  up  to  justice,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty;  and 
thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  person  having 
power  to  commit  for  trial  persons  accused  of  crimes  against  the  laws  of  that 
part  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  in  which  such  supposed  offender  shall  be 
found,  to  examine  upon  oath  any  person  or  persons  touching  the  truth  of  such 
charge,  and  upon  such  evidence  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  that  part  of  her 
Majesty's  dominions,  would  justify  the  apprehension  and  committal  for  trial  of 
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the  person  so  accused  if  the  crime  of  which  he  or  she  shall  be  so  accused  had 
been  there  committed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other 
person  having  power  to  commit  as  aforesaid,  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  appre- 
hension of  SBch  person,  and  also  to  commit  the  person  so  accused  to  jail,  there 
to  remain  until  delivered  pursuant  to  such  requisition  as  aforesaid.  That  upon 
the  certificate  of  such  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  person  having  power  to 
commit  as  aforesaid,  that  ^uch  supposed  offender  has  been  so  committed  to  jail, 
it  shall  be  lawful  far  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  or  in 
Ireland  for  the  chief  secretary  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  in  any  of 
her  Majesty's  colonies  or  possessions  abroad  for  the  officer  administering  the 
government  of  any  such  colony  or  possession,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  to  order  the  person  so  committed  to  be  delivered  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  shjdl  be  authorized  in  the  name  of  the  said  United  States  to  receive  the  per- 
son so  committed,  and  to  convey  such  person  to  the  territories  of  the  said  United 
States,  to  be  tried  for  the  crime  of  which  such  person  shall  be  so  accused,  and 
snch  person  shall  be  delivered  np  accordingly ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
person  or  persons  authorized  as  aforesaid  to  hold  such  person  in  custody,  and 
take  him  or  her  to  the  territories  of  the  said  United  States,  pursuant  to  the 
said  treaty ;  and  if  the  person  so  accused  shall  escape  out  of  any  custody  to 
which  he  or  she  shall  be  committed,  or  to  which  he  or  she  shall  be  delivered  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  retake  such  person  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
person  accused  of  any  crime  against  the  laws  of  that  part  of  her  Majesty's 
dominions  to  which  he  or  she  shall  so  escape  may  be  retaken  upon  an  escape." 

Then  there  is  a  provision  that  if  the  prisoner  shall  not  be  claimed  in  two 
months  he  shall  be  discharged.  Under  this  act  the  American  minister  claimed 
the  extradition  of  the  men  as  "pirates,"  and  Sir  George  Grey,  on  the  sworn 
information  of  the  master,  issued  his  warrant  as  follows  : 

"  To  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  and  other  magistrates  and  officers  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  borough  of  Liverpool,  and  to  dl  other  her  Majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace  and  other  magistrates  and  officers  of  justice  within  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Biitain  and  Ireland:  Whereas,  on  the  15th  day  of 
February,  1864,  in  pursuance  of  a  treaty  between  her  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  made  on  the  9th  day  of  August,  1842,  and  ratified  on  the 
10th  day  of  October  in  the  same  year,  and  of  an  act  of  Parliament  passed  in 
the  session  holden  in  the  6th  and  7th  years  of  her  Majesty's  rei^n,  entitled  'An 
act  for  giving  effect  to  a  treaty  between  her  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  apprehension  of  certain  offenders,'  a  requisition  was  made  by 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  esq ,  the  United  States  minister  at  this  court'  to  deliver 
up  to  justice  certain  persons  called  or  known  by  the  names  of  James  Clements, 
T.  Wilson,  Daniel  O'Brien,  and  — •  Kelly,  charged  with  the  crime  of  piracy  on 
board  the  schooner  Joseph  L.  Gerrity,  of  New  York,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  I,  therefore,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey, 
Bart.,  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  do  hereby,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  power  and  authority  given  to  me  as  such  secretary  of  state  by  the 
8aid  act,  require  you,  and  all  of  you,  within  your  several  jurisdictions,  to  govern 
yourselves  accordingly,  and  to  aid  and  assist  in  apprehending  the  said  James 
Clements,  T.  Wilson,  Daniel  O'Brien,  and  —  Kelly,  and  committing  them  to 
jail  for  the  purpose  of  their  being  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
said  treaty,  and  delivered  up  to  justice,  pursuant  to  the  said  act,  if  found  to  be 
within  the  same.  In  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
this  20th  day  of  February,  1864. 

"G.  GREY." 

And  thereupon  Mr.  Baffles,  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  Liverpool,  issued 
tia  warrant,  under  which  the  men  were  arrested,  and  which  was  now  returned, 
in  these  words : 
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"11th  and  12tb  Victoria,  caps.  42,  43.  Warrant  remanding  a  prisoner. 
Borough  of  Liverpool,  to  wit :  To  the  constables  of  the  said  borough  of  Liver- 
pool and  to  the  keeper  of  the  head  lock-up  house  for  the  said  borough :  Where- 
as Warren  Quinsej,  or  Wilson ;  George  M'Murdock,  or  Kelley ;  and  John 
Tevena,  or  Clements,  were  this  day  charged  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  her 
Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  borough,  with  having  com- 
mitted the  crime  of  piracy  on  board  a  certain  American  ship  on  the  high  seas, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the  statute 
in  that  case  made  and  provided  and  against  the  peace,  and  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  necessary  to  remand  the  said  persons  charged :  These  are,  therefore,  to 
command  you,  the  said  constables,  in  her  Majesty's  name  forthwith  to  convey 
the  said  persons  charged  to  the  said  lock-up  house  for  the  said  borough,  and 
there  to  deliver  them  to  the  keeper  thereof,  together  with  this  precept.  And  I 
hereby  command  you,  the  said  keeper,  to  receive  the  said  persons  charged,  into 
your  custody  in  the  said  lock-up  house,  and  there  safely  keep  them  until  the 
30th  day  of  April  instant,  when  I  hereby  command  you  to  have  them  at  the 
police-courts  in  Dale  street,  in  the  said  borough,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of 
the  same  day,  before  me  or  before  such  other  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  as 
may  then  be  there,  to  answer  furtlier  to  the  said  charge,  and  to  be  further  dealt 
with  according  to  law,  unless  you  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  in  the  mean  time. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1864,  at  Liverpool, 
in  the  borough  aforesaid.  / 

"T.  S.  RAFFLES." 

The  men  were  brought  up  before  the  magistrate  for  examination,  and  the  mas- 
ter was  the  principal  witness  against  them,  and  of  course  proved  their  seizure 
of  the  vessel,  &c.  But  he  admitted  that  the  men  professed  and  appeared  to  act 
under  the  orders  of  a  certain  Major  Hogg,  Avho  professed  and  appeared  to  act 
as  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  confederate  government,  and  professed  to  have 
papers  from  them  to  justify  his  act,  and  he  also  admitted  that  the  prisoners  at 
the  time  said  they  acted  under  the  confederate  government.  The  magistrate  on 
this  evidence  doubted  whether  the  case  was  one  of  piracy  within  the  act,  and 
remanded  the  prisoners  from  time  to  time  to  allow  of  their  applying  to  this 
court.  Accordingly  last  term  Mr.  James,  Q.  C,  (with  him  Mr.  Littler  and  Mr. 
T.  H.  James,)  obtained  on  their  behalf  a  rule  nisi  for  a  habeas  corpus  with  a 
view  to  their  discharge,  and  the  rule,  after  argument  by  Mr.  Lush,  Q.  C,  Mr. 
Milward,  and  Mr.  Lushington,  (instructed  on  behalf  of  the  American  minister,) 
was  made  absolute.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  accordingly  issued  command- 
ing the  jailer  to  bring  up  the  men,  to  submit  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  court 
either  to  remand  them  or  discharge  them.  He  produced  them  yesterday  ift 
court,  in  obedience  to  the  writ,  but  as  the  case  could  not  be  brought  on,  they 
were  sent  to  Whitecross-street  prison,  (as  provided  by  statute,)  whence  they 
were  now  brought  up  for  the  final  and  solemn  determination  of  their  case.  They 
appeared,  by  the  expression  of  their  countenances,  fully  sensible  of  the  gravity 
of  their  situation  and  the  momentous  import  of  the  discussion  going  on,  and  to 
which  they  listened  with  the  deepest  interest. 

Mr.  James,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Littler,  and  Mr.  T.  H.  James  appeared  on  their  behalf, 
instructed  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mason,  the  representative  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  this  coimtry ;  Mr.  Lush,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Milward,  and  Mr.  Vernon  Lush- 
ington appeared,  instructed  by  direction  of  the  American  minister,  to  oppose 
their  discharge. 

Mr.  Jambs,  after  judgment  in  the  above  case  had  been  delivered,  rose  and  in- 
formed the  court  that  the  prisoners  were  present  in  court,  and  moved  that  the 
return  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  read. 

The  return  was  accordingly  read  by  the  master  of  the  crown  office.  It  set 
forth  the  depositions  taken  before  the  magistrates,  the  substance  of  which  ia 
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grven  above,  but  only  the  various  warrants  under  whicb  tbe  prisoners  bad  been 
committed  and  were  now  detained,  for  tbe  purpose  of  being  delivered  up  under 
tbe  statute. 

Mr.  Jambs  thereupon  observed,  that,  by  the  omission  to  return  the  examina- 
tions of  the  witnesses  and  the  warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state,  the  case,  af- 
ter all,  was  not  technically  before  the  court ;  bat  his  learned  friend  on  the  other 
dde  had  agreed  to  waive  that  technical  form,  and  argue  the  question  of  law  it 
was  intended  to  raise. 

Mr.  Lush  said  he  quite  assented  to  that ;  he  took  no  objection ;  that  was  all 
he  could  say.  Let  it  be  taken,  if  the  court  pleased,  that  the  examinations  were 
before  the  court. 

The  Lord  Chirp  Justice  observed  that  one  great  point  was,  whether  the 
men  were  committed  merely  for  further  examination  by  way  of  remand,  or  were 
committed  for  delivery  up  under  the  act.     How  w^  this  to  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton  also  observed  that  this  raised  a  difficulty,  unless  it 
were  to  be  taken  that  the  men  were  committed  to  be  delivered  up. 

Mr.  Jambs  submitted  that  it  appeared  that  this  was  so. 

Mr.  Lush  again  rose  and  intimated  that,  so  fsir  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
waived  any  technical  difficulty.  Let  it  be  taken  that  the  ma^strate  had  actu- 
ally committed  the  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  being  delivered  up. 

Tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  observed  that  he  could  not  see  the  difficulty,  for 
if  the  case  was  not  within  the  act,  then  the  magistrate  had  no  jurisdiction  at  all 
in  the  matter  to  commit  the  men  in  any  way  whatever. 

Mr.  Lush  assented  to  that. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.  Then,  are  we  to  take  it  that  all  the  evidence  avail- 
able has  been  given  ? 

Mr.  Lush.     Yes.     It  may  be  taken  that  there  is  no  other  evidence. 

Mr.  Jambs.     Then,  my  lord,  I  move  that  the  prisoners  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Lush.    On  what  ground  ? 

Mr.  Jambs.  That  they  are  committed  for  piracy;  for  mrsicy  jure  gentium, 
and  that  this  is  not  a  case  within  the  tieaty  or  the  act.  There  are  other  and 
minor  objections  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  if  I  am  right  on  the  main 
question.  They  are,  I  contend,  entitled  to  be  unconditionally  discharged,  as 
not  being  rightfully  in  custody,  and  not  being  shown  to  have  been  guilty  of  pi- 
racy. Now,  as  to  the  first  question,  whether  this  is  ^ir&cj  jure  gentiuMf  it  is 
enough  to  say  that  it  is  charged  as  piracy  ;  and  that  prima  Jade  must  mean 
piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  If  it  is  meant  as  piracy  by  municipal  law,  it 
should  have  been  so  stated.  This  court  cannot  enter  into  any  other  kind  of  pi- 
racy. It  cannot  take  judicial  notice  or  cognizance  of  piracy  by  the  merely 
municipal  laws  of  other  states.  This  court  knows  nothing  of  such  laws,  and 
knows  only  of  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations  and  piracy  by  its  own  law.  If  it 
was  shown  to  be  piracy  by  the  law  of  any  other  country,  another  question 
might  arise  whether  it  was  within  the  treaty.  But  that  question  did  not  arise, 
unless  it  was  shown  to  be  municipal  piracy,  and  it  was  not  so  shown.  There- 
fore it  must  be  taken,  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  of  American  law  6n  the  sub- 
ject, that  this  was  piracy  jure  gentium;  and  as  such  it  was  not  within  the  treaty 
or  the  act ;  for  the  treaty  was  one  of  extradition,  and  its  object  was  to  prerent 
&ilure  of  justice  by  escape  of  criminals  out  of  the  only  jurisdiction  within 
which  they  were  triable.  But  piracy  jure  gentium,  or  by  the  law  of  nations, 
was  triable  anywhere.  These  extradition  treaties  all  had  for  their  object  the 
security  of  justice,  and  they  proposed  to  act  by  handing  over  escaped  criminals 
who  woulde  scape  justice  if  they  remained  where  they  were  found.  Such  being 
the  scope  of  these  treaties,  they  must  be  construed  in  that  sense.  They  had 
reference  only,  then,  to  crimes  committed  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
tbe  country  demanding  extradition  under  any  such  treaties.  This  view  of  their 
eonstruction  was,  he  contended,  upheld  by  the  highest  American  authorities. 
3c* 
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Tbe  learned  counsel  cited  1  Kenfs  Commentaries,  8th  edition,  p.  36,  wtere 
the  reason  for  the  doctrine  given  was,  that  otherwise  the  criminal  might  go  un- 
punished. Now,  as  matter  of  history,  this  treaty  was  entered  into  primarily  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  the  boundary  between  our  territories  and  those  of  the 
United  States.  Two  other  objects  were  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  and  the 
extradition  of  criminals,  that  is,  in  cases  of  grievous  crime.  And  it  was  Tery 
natural,  therefore,  that  when  the  slave  trade  was  declared  piracy  the  crime  of 
piracy  would  be  mentioned,  which  wou'd  include  the  slave  trade.  As  regarded 
piracy,  which  was  only  piracy  by  the  law  of  either  country  alqne,  it  could  not 
be  "justifiable"  in  the  other.  Jurisdiction  was  either  territorial  or  pergonal, 
that  is,  it  was  either  local  or  grounded  on  allegiance.  It  was  either  jurisdiction 
within  the  territory  of  a  state  or  over  its  own  subjects.  The  latter,  no  doubt, 
»ex tended  over  the  subjects  o'  tbe  state  everywhere,  and  over  their  property, 
and  of  course  it  would  extend  over  their  ships  wherever  they  were.  This  waa 
the  true  principle  on  which  that  kind  of  jurisdiction  rested  ;  it  arose  out  of  per- 
sonal jurisdiction  and  personal  allegiance.  The  subject  of  the  state  took  his 
ship  with  him,  and  allegiance  and  jurisdiction  followed  and  embraced  both. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  You  would  not  deny  that  the  courts  of  the  Dni- 
ted  States  would  have  jui-isdiction  over  an  American  for  murder  committed  on 
board  an  American  vessel  anywhere] 

Mr.  James.  Certainly  not;  but  the  personal  jurisdictitm  carries  with  it  the 
jurisdiction  over  the  ship.     It  is  because  the  state  has  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
subjects  wherever  they  were.     But  it  did  not  follow  that  the  United  States  could, 
by  its  own  law,  make  that  piracy  or  murder  here,  which  would  not  be  so  by  our 
laws,  except  as  regarded  their  own  subjects  in  their  /Own  ships.     One  of  our 
own  statutes  illustrated  this  doctrine.     In  tbe  reign  of  W.lliam  III  we  had  an 
act  making  it  piracy  for  vessels  under  the  authority  of  James  J I  to  commit 
depredations  on  British  vessels;  but  that  act  only  applied  to  Briti^jh  subjects, 
and  a  foreigner  could  not  hav^  been  treated  as  a  pirate  under  its  enactments. 
Now  the  United  States,  it  was  stated  in  Wheaton,  had  in  terms  adopted  and  re- 
enacted  in  effect  that  act  of  William  III,  and  made  it  piracy  for  vessels  *•  under 
color  "  of  any  commission  from  a  foreign  state  to  commit  depi^edations  on  the 
ships  and  subjects  of  the  United  States;  but  it  was  admitted  that  this  act  only 
applied  to  subjects  of  the  United  States.     Apply  tliis  to  the  present  trea  y.     It 
plainly  showed  that  the  crime  of  piracy  there  mentioned  must  mean  piracy  as 
recognized  by  both  nations — not  piracy  by  the  law  of  one  of  them  alone.    The 
terms  of  the  treaty  were  "  deliver  up  to  justice,"  not  ta  the  authorities  of  the 
other  country.     Th  s  showed  that  the  object  was  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice — 
that  i:*,  in  cases  in  which  the  law  and  justice  of  both  countries  would  recognize 
that  without  extradition  there  would  be  a  failure  of  justice — that  is,  in  cases  in 
which  there  could  not  be  concurrent  jurit*diction.     In  the  case  of  piracy  jure 
gentium  there  was  concurrent  jurisdiction ;  but  in  other  cases  mentitmed  there 
was  not.     In  the  case  of  murder,  it  was  by  statute  that  a  British  subject  com- 
mitting the  crime  abroad  could  be  tried  here  ;  but  the  argument  did  not  apply 
to  piracy,  in  which  at  common  law  there  was  concurrent  jurisdiction;  and  could 
it  be  contended  that  in  the  murder  case,  if  the  crime  had  been  committed  in 
America,  the  extradition  of  the  piisoner  could  be  claimed— delivery  up  of  our 
own  subjects  to  be  tried  abroad  for  a  crime  equally  triable  here?     Would  that 
for  a  moment  be  upheld  1     Would  that  really  be  "  del.vc  ry  up  to  justice  ?*'     He 
would  be  equally  amenable  to  justice  here.     He  would  be  taken  from  justice 
here  merely  to  subject  him  to  justice  elsewhere. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  observed,  that  the  argument  on  the  other  side  was* 
that  ih  tuch  a  case  the  criminal  had  escaped  from  justice  in  this  sense,  that  all 
the  evideuce  and  the  means  of  proof  were  abroad,  and  justice  might  he  certain 
to  fail  here. 

Mr.  Jambs  admitted  that  this  might  be  a  good  reason  for  making  a  treaty  to 
include  such  a  case,  but  he  insisted  that  the  present  treaty  did  not  include  it. 
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The  Lord  Chibp  Justicr  said  that  was  the  anestion. 

Mr.  Jambs  observed  that  the  whole  scope  of  tne  statute  was  compulsory.  It 
left  no  discretion.  In  cases  where  it  applied  at  all  it  was  absolute,  and  allowed 
of  no  discretion. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton  observed  that  that  was  so  certainly. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn  added  that  there  was  no  nro vision  for  the  considera- 
tion in  such  a  case  of  difficulties  as  to  evidence,  &c. 

Mr.  Jamk9  said  that  was  strong  to  show  that  the  treaty  was  not  meant  to 
apply  to  cases  where  there  was  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  there  happened  to  be 
some  casual  difficulty  as  to  proof.  It  was  a  mere  accident  that  there  should  be 
any  such  difficulty.  The  mere  circumstance  of  the  crime  being  committed  abroad 
did  not  necessarily  raise  any  difficulty  as  to  proof,  for  the  witnesses  might 
be  all  here.  A  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  same  view  arose  from  the  pro-* 
vision  at  the  end  of  the  statute,  that,  in  case  of  failure  of  demand,  in  two  months 
the  prisoner  should  be  discharged.  Could  it  be  supposed  that  we  were  to  let  a 
man  go,  criminal  and  triable  in  our  own  courts  and  by  our  own  law,  merely  be- 
cause a  foreign  state  did  not  demand  his  extradition  ?  Could  so  monstrous  a  con- 
dnsion  be  supported  1  And  yet  it  logically  followed,  from  the  opposite  view  of  the 
act,  that  it  applied  to  cases  of  concurrent  jurisdiction.  One  independent  state 
having  concurrent  jurisdiction  to  make  its  exercise  dependent  on  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  a  foreign  state !  Tet  that  result,  beyond  all  doubt,  would  follow  the 
constructioa  contended  for  on  the  other  side.  The  learned  counsel  went  on  to 
cite  a  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  America  upon  this  very  treaty.  That  was 
a  case  of  a  demand  for  extradition  of  a  person  for  an  assault,  with  intent  to 
murder,  committed  in  Ireland,  and  the  court  construed  the  treaty  in  the  sense 
be  had  ascribed  to  it.  "  It  is  a  compact  between  the  two  nations  for  the  punish- 
ment of  criminal  offenders  against  their  laws,  where  the  guilty  parties  could  bd 
tried  and  punished  only  within  the  jurisdiction  whose  laws  have  been  violated." 
It  certainly  was  upon  a  former  treaty,  but  it  related  to  an  article  pertaining  to 
extradition. 

Mr.  Justice  Sheb.  The  article  included  murder,  but  not  piracy — not,  per- 
haps, that  it  makes  any  difference  in  your  argument. 

Mr.  Jambs  said  he  thought  that  it  did  not.  The  principle  was  the  same  a^ 
to  the  point  of  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  it  was  there  laid  down  distinctly  that 
the  article  did  not  apply  in  a  case  of  concurrent  jurisdiction.  The  learned 
coonsel  then  referred  to  a  speech  ih  Congress  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  upon 
a  case  of  extradition.  The  argument  in  that  case  was,  that  where  there  was 
concurrent  jurisdiction  the  prisoner  ought  not  to  be  handed  over. 

Mr.  .Justice  Shbb.  That  was  not  upon  this  ticaty,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Jambs.  No;  but  it  was  upon  a  question  of  extradition.  It  was  in  5t1i 
Wheaton's  Reports,  a  case  of  •'  Ik  re  Robins;'*  and  with  reference  to  offences  at 
sea*  he  laid  it  down  that  the  jurisdiction  of  a  nation  was  purely  personal.  He 
went  on  to  deiine  a  pirate  as  an  enemy  of  all  nations,  and  so  punishable  alike 
by  all ;  but,  he  added,  that  an  offence  which  by  its  nature  only  affected  a  par- 
ticular nation  could  only  be  punished  by  the  courts  of  that  nation,  and  only  on 
its  own  subjects.  "  Piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations,  is  punishable  equally  by  all ; 
bot  no  particular  nation  can  increase  or  diminish  the  list  of  crimes  so  triable." 

Mr.  Justice  Shbb  remarked  that  the  case  there  was  one  of  exclusive  juris- 
diction, 

Mr.  Jamrs  said  it  was  so,  no  doubt,  but  the  principle  was  laid  down  as  to 
concurrent  jurisdiction. 

The  Lord  Chibp  Justice.  The  case  would  be  far  stronger  in  your  favor  had 
the  case  been  one  of  concurrent  jurisdiction, 

Mr.  Jambs  said  the  murder  there,  no  doubt,  was  not  committed  in  the  United 
States  ;  but  the  whole  reasoning  on  the  case  seemed  to  apply  to  cases  of  con* 
ettrrent  jurisdiction.    He  contended  that  the  scope  of  the  authorities  waa  to 
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snpport  his  conclusion,  that  these  treaties  did  not  apply  to  cases  of  concurrent 
jurisdiction.  For  that  very  reason  it  was  usual  in  these  treaties  to  exclude  the 
subjects  of  each  state  from  their  operation.  Why  were  they  excluded  1  Why 
did  a  state  decline  to  deliver  up  its  own  subjects  ?  Because  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  as  to  its  own  subjects,  as  it  could  take  cognizance  of  their  crimes 
wherever  committed.  It  was  true  that  for  some  reason  the  United  States  de- 
clined to  accede  to  this  exemption ;  but  they  ultimately  did  so.  For  this  the 
learned  counsel  cited  Wheaton  on  International  Law,  the  great  American  work 
on  the  subject  written  by  Mr.  Wheaton,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Brussels : 

"  In  the  negotiation  of  treaties,  stipulating  for  the  extradition  of  persons  ac- 
cused or  convicted  of  specific  crimes,  certain  rules  are  generally  followed.  The 
principal  of  these  rules  is,  that  a  state  should  never  authorize  the  extradition  of 
it«  own  citizens  or  subjects,  or  of  persons  accused  or  convicted  of  political  or 
purely  local  crimes,  but  should  confine  the  provision  to  such  acts  aS  are  by  com* 
mon  accord  regarded  as  grave  crimes. — (P.  236.)  The  act,  it  will  be  observed, 
specifies  the  crime  of  murder,  along  with  robbery  and  piracy." 

"On  the  construction  of  the  British  treaty  of  extradition,  a  crime  commit- 
ted at  sea  on  board  an  American  vessel  has  been  considered  the  same  as  if  com- 
mitted on  American  territory ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  said,  was  a  case  for  ex- 
tradition." 

This  strongly  confirmed  his  argument. 

The  Lord  Guibp  Justice.  There  is  certainly  great  stress  laid  upon  the  fact 
that  there  is  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Jambs.  Yes.  It  seems  taken  for  granted  that  the  test  is  whether  there 
is  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  state  requiring  extradition.  The  learned  counsel 
said  this  was  the  main  and  the  most  important  questions  on  which  it  was  important 
to  have  the  decision  of  the  court.  There  were,  however,  other  points.  One  of 
them  was  this :  Supposing  it  to  be  not  a  case  of  piracy  jure  gentium,  but  of  piracy 
by  municipal  law,  and  it  did  not  appear  that  any  of  the  men  were  American 
subjects. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  It  is  stated  that  they  were  pirates  within  the  juris- 
diction. 

Mr.  Justice  Sheb.  ''On  the  high  seas  within  the  jurisdiction."  That  is  a 
very  different  thing. 

Mr.  Jambs.    Just  so. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.  But  if  "piracy"  means  piracy  jure  gentium,  why 
does  it  not  mean  that  in  the  warrant?  There  no  such  piracy  was  shown  or 
stated.  It  nowhere  appeared  upon  the  proceedings  that  there  was  any  mu- 
nicipal laws  of  the  United  States  creating  a  peculiar  species  of  piracy  not  so  by 
the  law  of  nations,  nor  that  there  had  been  such  piracy  committed  in  point  of 
fact.  It  was  for  the  parties  requiring  extradition  to  show  this.  For  example, 
this  species  of  piracy  only  applied  to  American  subjects. 

The  Lord  Gui^f  Justice.  Then  it  will  be  said  the  case  is  out  of  court,  for 
that  the  treaty  does  not  apply  to  that  species  of  piracy. 

Mr.  Jambs.  Just  so.  And  if  it  is  piracy  jure  gentium,  then  no  such  piracy 
is  shown.  But  further,  the  warrants  are  all  bad.  They  show  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  secretary  of  state  to  issue  his  warrant.  There  must  be  an  original  charge 
in  the  country  demanding  extradition,  and  sworn  evidence,  and  a  warrant  there- 
upon issued  in  America,  and  all  this  shown  by  sworn  evidence  to  the  secretary 
of  state  in  this  country;  and  thereupon  he  would  have  jurisdiction  to  issue  his 
warrant,  on  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates  must  depend.  The  words 
of  the  act  are :  "who,  being  charged,  shall  seek  an  asylum" — that  is,  first  being 
legally  charged,  and  then  escapmg.  This  was  quite  clear,  for  the  warrant  and 
depositions  in  America  were  required  to  be  shown  to  the  secretaiy  of  state  here. 
It  was  only  upon  that  he  had  jurisdiction  to  issue  his  warrant    The  warrant  to 


DIPLOMATIC   C0REE8P0NDENCE.  37 

be  Bhown  to  him  meant  a  warrant  issued  in  the  conntrj  requirinfj  extradition. 
It  had  so  been  held  in  America,  in  a  case  of  an  offence  committed  in  Ireland; 
and,  indeed,  it  was  manifest,  for  the  secretary  of  state  was  to  inquire  into  "  the 
truth  of  the  charge'* — that  is,  the  charge  made  in  America.  There  appeared  not, 
however,  to  have  been  any  such  charge  in  America.  There  was  no  trace  of  any 
I^al  formal  charge  against  these  men  in  America. 

Mr.  Justice  Grompton.  The  case  supposed,  you  see,  is  that  of  a  man  who 
has  escaped  from  justice.  You  suppose  depositions  taken  and  a  charge  made  in 
his  absence. 

Mr.  Jambs  said  he  would  cite  American  authority  to  show  that  his  view  of 
the  treaty  was  correct.     He  cited  from  WheatmCn  International  Lawy  p.  242 : 

"  The  United  States  will  not  make  a  demand  upon  the  British  government 
without  the  exhibition  of  a  judicial  warrant  upon  sufficient  proof  by  the  local 
authority  of  the  state  demanding  extradition.  A  mere  notification  from  a  foreign 
legation  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  preliminary  action  of  the  state  from  whom 
extradition  is  claimed."     Now  there  was  nothing  here  but  a  mere  notification. 

Mr.  LusB.  That  is  not  so.  The  secretary  of  state,  in  point  of  fact,  never 
acts  without  sworn  evidence,  and  he  had  such  evidence  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Jambs.    What  evidence?    Whose  evidence? 

Mr.  Lu8H.     The  master's. 

Mr.  Jambs.     Where  taken! 

Mr.  Lush.    I  presume  at  Liverpool. 

Mr.  James.  Then  it  won't  do.  There  was  no  jurisdiction  to  act  at  all  with- 
out sworn  evidence  and  a  warrant  from  America. 

Mr-  Justice  Blackburn.  If  you  are  right  in  your  view  of  the  act,  of  course 
a  deposition  taken  at  Liverpool  would  not  do.     But  is  it  so  ? 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  If  it  be  so,  you  see  in  the  case  of  a  murder  by 
one  American  subject  of  another  on  board  an  American  ship  in  the  British  chan- 
nel ;  if  the  man  escaped  before  a  warrant  could  be  issued,  there  could  be  no  claim 
for  extradition. 

Mr.  Jambs  observed  that  this  only  showed  a  defect  in  the  act.  He  went  on 
to  submit  that  the  warrant  of  the  magistrate  was  bad,  as  it  did  not  appear  upon 
it  that  it  had  issued  before  he  had  taken  sworn  evidence. 

The  liORD  Chief  Justice  asked  if  this  was  so  in  fact. 

Mr.  Lush  said  it  was  not  so.     There  had  been  sworn  evidence  taken  first. 

Mr.  James  said  it  was  not  so  stated  in  the  warrants.  The  magistrate  must 
show  his  jurisdiction  on  the  face  of  the  warrant*  He  had  not  a  general  right  to 
issue  warrants  in  such  cases.  It  was  a  special  statutable  power,  and  must  be 
strictly  pursued.  It  was  a  clear  principle  of  law  that  in  any  such  case  the  war- 
rant must  upon  the  face  of  it  show  that  the  statutable  requisites  of  jurisdiction 
had  been  complied  with,  or  otherwise  there  would  be  no  jurisdiction.  For  this 
the  learned  counsel  cited  several  English  authorities. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton  pointed  out  that  the  defect,  if  it  were  one,  could  be 
cured.  The  defect  was  only  in  the  original  warrants,  and  there  were  subsequent 
warrants. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.  The  defect  can  be  cured  in  half  an  hour  by  returning 
a  new  warrant  '  i 

Mr.  Jambs.  Well,  my  lords,  I  avow  that  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  succeed 
on  this  point,  and  fail  on  the  other.  I  now  come  to  my  last  point,  which  is,  that 
there  is  no  case  of  piracy  at  all.  There  was  no  evidence  upon  which  a  magistrate, 
acting  within  even  his  ordinary  jurisdiction — a  fortiori,  within  this  special  juris- 
diction-^-could  commit  for  piracy.  That  which  would  be  piracy  under  some 
circumstances  was  not  so  in  others.  Thus  the  acts  which  in  time  of  peace  would 
be  presumptive  evidence  of  piracy,  would  not  be  so  in  time  of  war  if  committed 
against  a  belligerent.  The  case  must  be  viewed  as  if  we  were  a  neutral  nation 
cadled  upon  to  act  as  between  two  recognized  belligerents.    On  the  one  hand  there 
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would  be  the  representatiye  of  one  belligerent  claiming  that  the  men  shonld  be 
delivered  up  as  pirates,  and  the  representative  of  the  other  belligerent  avowing 
that  it  recognized  and  adopted  the  act.  Surely,  then,  it  became  a  matter  of  state* 
and  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  law. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Is  there  any  evidence  of  such  a  recognition  in 
this  case? 

Mr.  James.  0,  my  lord,  I  am  only  supposing  the  case  to  illustrate  my 
argument.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  cause  might  occur.  And  if  it  did, 
then  a  neutral  power  must  decline  to  deliver  up  the  fugitive.  In  principle 
there  was  no  distinction  in  this  case.  The  Confederate  States  had  been 
recognized  as  a  belligerent ;  and  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  act  was  done  by 
their  authoritv,  this  court  surely  would  say  it  was  a  case  of  belligerency,  not 
of  piracy.  There  was  at  one  time  a  representative  of  the  southern  States  in 
this  country,  a  gentleman  named  Mason.  I  (said  the  learned  counsel)  have 
the  honor  to  appear  for  Mr.  Mason,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States. 
And  I  avow,  on  their  behalt,  that  this  was  a  belligerent  act,  and  one  which 
they  recognize  and  adopt.  Prima  facie  it  would  appear,  even  upon  the  evi- 
dence, that  the  act  was  done  on  behalf  of  the  confederates.  At  the  very  time 
of  the  seizure  the  men  said  to  the  master,  *'  You  are  to  consider  yourself  a 
confederate  prisoner."  And  the  men  acted  under  the  orders  of  Major  Hogg, 
who  said  he  had  papers  from  the  confederate  government.  The  master  him- 
self confessed  that  he  believed  the  major  was  in  the  confederate  service,  and 
stated  that  he  was  the  leader  of  the  party,  and  that  the  prisoner  acted  under 
his  orders  entirely — that  is,  under  tne  order  of  a  man  professing  and  appear- 
ing to  be  an  officer  in  the  confederate  service.  The  prisoners  tfaid  they  were 
sent  on  board  for  the  particular  service,  and  that  Hogg  showed  them  docu- 
ments signed  by  a  General  Bee,  and  purporting  to  be  issued  under  the  author- 
ity of  President  Davis.  Now,  surely,  under  these  circumstances,  the  presump- 
tion was  that  the  act  was  an  act  done  on  behalf  of  a  belligerent,  and  so  not 
piracy.  And  thus,  whether  the  officer  under  whom  the  men  acted  had  a  com- 
mission or  not,  were  men,  under  such  circumstances,  when  in  this  country, 
without  the  power  of  giving  fui'ther  or  more  regular  proof,  to  be  delivered  up 
to  the  other  belligerent  to  be  executed  as  pirates?  It  might  be  true,  or  it 
might  be  false,  that  the  officer  had  the  authority  he  assumed  to  have,  but  how 
could  the  men  who  acted  under  his  orders  know  that?  Prima  facie  the  act  of 
seizing  a  vessel  of  a  belligerent  was  an  act  of  war. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Is  it  so  where  the  men  get  on  board  as  pas- 
sengers ? 

Mr.  James.  Why  not  ?  It  is  a  mere  ruse  de  guerre.  It  matters  not  that 
they  were  volunteers,  or  had  no  regular  commission. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn  said  he  should  like  some  authority  for  these  positions. 

Mr.  James  said  he  was  prepared  to  cite  such  authority.  He  contended, 
&*st,  in  point  of  legal  principle,  that  those  who  acted  for  and  as  denizens  of  a 
belligerent  power,  and  under  its  authority,  were  quasi  its  subjects,  and  if  so, 
could  not  be  deemed  pirates  for  acts  of  warfare  on  the  other  belligerent.  Sup- 
pose a  vessel  fitted  out  by  a  private  person  without  a  commission,  but  in  aid 
of  the  confederates,  depredations  by  such  a  vessel  on  the  ships  of  the  federals 
would  not  be  piracy.  He  asserted  that  to  be  clear.  How,  then,  did  it  differ 
the  case  that  two  of  the  men  were  not  subjects  or  denizens  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  had  no  commissions  ? 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Suppose  that  bona  fide  these  men  were  engaged 
by  an  officer  they  believed  to  be  in  the  confederate  service,  then  I  should  be 
disposed  to  agree  that  they  could  not  be  treated  as  pirates.  But  suppose  it 
was  all  malafide^  and  merely  colorable  ? 

Mr.  Jambs.  That  is  not  to  be  presumed.  On  the  contrary,  fraud  is  never 
to  be  presumed ;  it  is  to  be  proved.    But  what  proof  is  there  of  it? 
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Mr.  Jastke  Crompton.  The  men  are  not  shown  to  be  subjects  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

Mr.  Jambs.  Nor  is  it  shown  that  they  are  not  so.  And  I  submit  it  must 
be  presumed  that  they  are. 

Mr.  JuBtice  CnoMPTON.  The  question  is  whether,  it  not  appearing  that 
they  were  so,  and  having  got  on  board  the  vessel  surreptitiously,  there  was  not 
reasonable  evidence  for  sending  them  to  trial. 

The  LoKO  Chief  Justice.  The  real  question  on  this  point  is,  whether  on 
the  evidence  the  magistrate  was  not  warranted  in  sending  the  men  foV  trial. 

Mr.  Jambs  contended  that  he  was  not  warranted.  In  time  of  peace,  no 
doubt,  the  evidence  would  have  been  sufficient;  but  not  in  time  of  war,  the 
act  of  depredation  being  on  a  belligerent.  The  presumption,  then,  was  that 
the  act  was  one  of  warfare,  otherwise  what  power  had  the  individual  members 
of  the  crew  of  a  belligerent  vessel  found  in  foreign  ports  to  furnish  regular 
legal  proof  of  the  authority  of  the  officer  under  whom  they  acted  against  the 
other  belligerent?  Surely  the  only  reasonable  rule  was  that  when  the  act  pro- 
fessed and  appeared  to  be  done  on  behalf  of  a  belligerent  it  should  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  so.  In  support  of  this  view  the  learned  counsel  cited  a  case  from 
5th  Robinson's  Admiralty  Cases,  where  it  was  held  that  prizes  taken  without 
commission  were  liable  to.  be  seized  by  the  admiralty  as  one  of  the  droits  of 
the  crown ;  not  that  the  seizure  was  piracy,  in  which  case  the  property  would 
not  be  altered,  and  would  remain  in  the  owners.  If  Major  Hogg  were  here, 
might  he  not  appeal  to  the  authority  of  that  case,  in  which  a  ship  had  been 
seized  without  any  commission,  and  yet,  as  it  was  the  ship  of  a  belligerent,  it 
was  not  held  to  be  piracy.  And  if  the  officer  could  appeal  to  our  own  law  in 
his  defence,  were  the  men  to  be  deprived  of  that  defence  who  had  acted  under 
his  orders?  An  officer  at  a  distance  from  home  might  naturally  venture  to  act 
on  his  own  discretion  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  Was  he  to  be  treated  as 
a  pirate  on  that  account?  And  if  not,  were  the  men  who  acted  under  his 
orders  to  be  so  treated?  The  learned  counsel,  after  urging  this  topic  with 
great  enei^y,  proceeded  to  quote  from  Kent's  Commentaries  to  show  that  it 
was  only  in  modem  times  that  commissions  were  issued,  and  that  states  now 
often  took  advantage  of  private  cruisers.     The  passage  ran  thus  : 

"  It  is  said  not  to  be  lawful  to  make  captures  without  a  commission.  The 
subject  has  been  repeatedly  discussed  in '  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the  United 
Stiites;  and  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of  nations  is  held  to  be,  that  private  citi- 
zens cannot  acquire  a  title  to  hostile  property  unless  seized  under  a  commis- 
sion. If  they  depredate  upon  the  enemy  without  a  commission,  they  act  at 
their  own  peril,  and  are  liable  to  be  punished  by  their  own  sovereign ;  but  the 
enemy  is  not  warranted  to  consider  tnem  as  criminals.  As  respects  the  enemy, 
though  such  captures  without  commission  are  exceedingly  irregular  and  dan- 
gerous, and  would  probably  expose  the  parties  to  the  unchecked  severities  of 
9ie  enemy,  yet  they  are  not  acts  of  piracy,  unless  committed  in  time  of  peace. 
•  •  •  •  •  j[^uj[  jjjug  non-commissioned  vessels  of  a  belligerent  may 
capture  hostile  ships  without  being  condemned  as  pirates.  By  the  law  of 
nations  they  are  lawful  combatants." 

Such  was  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  American  courts  and  the  great 
American  commentators. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.     This  was  a  merchant  ship. 

Mr.  Jambs.  That  makes  no  difference.  It  is  clear  international  law  that  the 
subjects  of  one  belligerent  may  lawfully  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  another. 

The  LoBD  Chibf  Justice.  It  will  not  be  denied,  probably,  that  if  this 
were  really  an  act  done  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  it  would  not  be 
piracy. 

Mr.  Lush  said  he  did  not  at  all  dispute  that. 

The  Lord  Chirp  Justice.  The  difficulty  is  in  knowing  whether  this  was 
really  an  act  done  on  behalf  of  the  confederates. 
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would  be  the  represeotative  of  one  belligerent  claiming  that  the  men  ehonld  be 
delivered  up  as  pirates,  and  the  representative  of  the  other  belligerent  avowing 
that  it  recognized  and  adopted  the  act.  Surely,  then,  it  became  a  matter  of  state, 
and  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  law. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Is  there  any  evidence  of  such  a  recognition  in 
this  case? 

Mr.  James.  0,  my  lord,  I  am  only  supposing  the  case  to  illustrate  my 
argument.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  cause  might  occur.  And  if  it  did, 
then  a  neutral  power  must  decline  to  deliver  up  the  fugitive.  In  principle 
there  was  no  mstinction  in  this  case.  The  Confederate  States  had  been 
recognized  as  a  belligerent ;  and  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  act  was  done  by 
their  authority,  this  court  surely  would  say  it  was  a  case  of  belligerency,  not 
of  piracy.  There  was  at  one  time  a  representative  of  the  southern  States  in 
this  country,  a  gentleman  named  Mason.  I  (said  the  learned  counsel)  have 
the  honor  to  appear  for  Mr.  Mason,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States. 
And  I  avow,  on  their  behalt,  that  this  was  a  belligerent  act,  and  one  which 
they  recognize  and  adopt.  Prima  facie  it  would  appear,  even  upon  the  evi- 
dence, that  the  act  was  done  on  behalf  of  the  confederates.  At  the  very  time 
of  the  seizure  the  men  said  to  the  master,  "  You  are  to  consider  yourself  a 
confederate  prisoner."  And  the  men  acted  under  the  orders  of  Major  Hogg, 
who  said  he  had  papers  from  the  confederate  government.  The  master  him- 
self confessed  that  he  believed  the  major  was  in  the  confederate  service,  and 
stated  that  he  was  the  leader  of  the  party,  and  that  the  prisoner  acted  under 
his  orders  entirely — ^that  is,  under  tne  order  of  a  man  professing  and  appear- 
ing to  be  an  officer  in  the  confederate  service.  The  prisoners  tfaid  they  were 
sent  on  board  for  the  particular  service,  and  that  Hogg  showed  them  docu- 
ments signed  by  a  General  Bee,  and  purporting  to  be  issued  under  the  author- 
ity of  President  Davis.  Now,  surely,  under  these  circumstances,  the  presump- 
tion was  that  the  act  was  an  act  done  on  behalf  of  a  belligerent,  and  so  not 
piracy.  And  thus,  whether  the  officer  under  whom  the  men  acted  had  a  com- 
mission or  not,  were  men,  under  such  circumstances,  when  in  this  country, 
without  the  power  of  giving  further  or  more  regular  proof,  to  be  delivered  up 
to  the  other  belligerent  to  be  executed  as  pu'ates  ?  It  might  be  true,  or  it 
might  be  false,  that  the  officer  had  the  authority  he  assumed  to  have,  but  how 
could  the  men  who  acted  under  his  orders  know  that?  Prima  facie  the  act  of 
seizing  a  vessel  of  a  belligerent  was  an  act  of  war. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Is  it  so  where  the  men  get  on  board  as  pas- 
sengers ? 

Mr.  James.  Why  not  ?  It  is  a  mere  rune  de  guerre.  It  matters  not  that 
they  were  volunteers,  or  had  no  regular  commission. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn  said  he  should  like  some  authority  for  these  positions. 

Mr.  James  said  he  was  prepared  to  cite  such  authority.  He  contended, 
first,  in  point  of  legal  principle,  that  those  who  acted  for  and  as  denizens  of  a 
belligerent  power,  and  under  its  authority,  were  quasi  its  subjects,  and  if  so, 
could  not  be  deemed  pirates  for  acts  of  warfare  on  the  other  belligerent.  Sup- 
pose a  vessel  fitted  out  by  a  private  person  without  a  commission,  but  in  aid 
of  the  confederates,  depredations  by  such  a  vessel  on  the  ships  of  the  federals 
would  not  be  piracy.  He  asserted  that  to  be  clear.  How,  then,  did  it  differ 
the  case  that  two  of  the  men  were  not  subjects  or  denizens  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  had  no  commissions  ? 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Suppose  that  honafde  these  men  were  engaged 
by  an  officer  they  believed  to  be  in  the  confederate  service,  then  I  should  be 
disposed  to  agree  that  they  could  not  be  treated  as  pirates.  But  suppose  it 
was  all  malafide^  and  merely  colorable  ? 

Mr.  James.  That  is  not  to  be  presumed.  On  the  contrary,  fraud  is  never 
to  be  presumed ;  it  is  to  be  proved.    But  what  proof  is  there  of  it? 
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Mr.  Jastice  Crompton.  The  men  are  not  shown  to  be  subjecta  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

Mr.  Jambs.  Nor  is  it  shown  that  they  are  not  so.  And  I  submit  it  must 
be  presumed  that  they  are. 

Mr.  Justice  CnoMPTON.  The  question  is  whether,  it  not  appearing  that 
they  were  so,  and  having  got  on  board  the  vessel  surreptitiously,  there  was  not 
reasonable  evidence  for  sending  them  to  trial. 

The  LoKO  Chief  Justice.  The  real  question  on  this  point  is,  whether  on 
the  evidence  the  magistrate  was  riot  warranted  in  sending  the  men  for  trial. 

Mr.  Jambs  contended  that  he  was  not  warranted.  In  time  of  peace,  no 
doubt,  the  evidence  would  have  been  suflScient;  but  not  in  time  of  war,  the 
act  of  depredation  being  on  a  belligerent.  The  presumption,  then,  was  that 
the  act  was  one  of  warfare,  otherwise  what  power  had  the  individual  members 
of  the  crew  of  a  belligerent  vessel  found  in  foreign  ports  to  furnish  regular 
legal  proof  of  the  authority  of  the  officer  under  whom  they  acted  against  the 
other  belligerent?  Surely  the  only  reasonable  rule  was  that  when  the  act  pro- 
fessed and  appeared  to  be  done  on  behalf  of  a  belligerent  it  should  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  so.  In  support  of  this  view  the  learned  counsel  cited  a  case  from 
6th  Robinson's  Admiralty  Cases,  where  it  was  held  that  prizes  taken  without 
commission  were  liable  to.  be  seized  by  the  admiralty  as  one  of  the  droits  of 
the  crown ;  not  that  the  seizure  was  piracy,  in  which  case  the  property  would 
not  be  altered,  and  would  remain  in  the  owners.  If  Major  Hogg  were  here, 
might  he  not  appeal  to  the  authority  of  that  case,  in  which  a  ship  had  been 
seized  without  any  commission,  and  yet,  as  it  was  the  ship  of  a  belligerent,  it 
was  not  held  to  be  piracy.  And  if  the  officer  could  appeal  to  our  own  law  in 
his  defence,  were  the  men  to  be  deprived  of  that  defence  who  had  acted  under 
his  orders!  An  officer  at  a  distance  from  home  might  naturally  venture  to  act 
on  his  own  discretion  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  Was  he  to  be  treated  as 
a  pirate  on  that  account?  And  if  not,  were  the  men  who  acted  under  his 
orders  to  be  so.  treated?  The  learned  counsel,  after  urging  this  topic  with 
great  energy,  proceeded  to  quote  from  Kent's  Commentaries  to  show  that  it 
was  only  in  modem  times  that  commissions  were  issued,  and  that  states  now 
often  took  advantage  of  private  cruisers.     The  passage  ran  thus  : 

'*  It  is  said  not  to  be  lawful  to  make  captures  without  a  commission.  The 
Bnbject  has  been  repeatedly  discussed  in 'the  Supreme  Courts  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of  nations  is  held  to  be,  that  private  ciri- 
aens  cannot  acquire  a  title  to  hostile  property  unless  seized  under  a  commis- 
sion. If  they  depredate  upon  the  enemy  without  a  commission,  they  act  at 
their  own  peril,  and  are  liable  to  be  punished  by  their  own  sovereign ;  but  the 
enemy  is  not  warranted  to  consider  tnem  as  criminals.  As  respects  t[ie  enemy, 
thoogh  such  captures  without  commission  are  exceedingly  irregular  and  dan- 
gerous, and  would  probably  expose  the  parties  to  the  unchecked  severities  of 
file  enemy,  yet  they  are  not  acts  of  piracy,  unless  committed  in  time  of  peace. 
•  •  •  •  •  And  thus  non-commissioned  vessels  of  a  belligerent  may 
capture  hostile  ships  without  being  condemned  as  pirates.  By  the  law  of 
nations  they  are  lawful  combatants." 

Such  was  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  American  courts  and  the  great 
American  commentators. 

Mr.  Justice  Cbompton.     This  was  a  merchant  ship. 

Mr.  Jambs.  That  makes  no  difference.  It  is  clear  international  law  that  the 
subjects  of  one  belligerent  may  lawfully  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  another. 

The  LoBD  Chief  Justice.  It  will  not  be  denied,  probably,  that  if  this 
were  really  an  act  done  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  it  would  not  be 
piracy. 

Mr.  Lush  said  he  did  not  at  all  dispute  that. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  difficulty  is  in  knowing  whether  this  was 
really  an  act  done  on  behalf  of  the  confederates. 
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Mr.  James.  A  difficulty,  no  doubt»  which  necessarily  arises  in  the  case  of  a 
state  recognized  as  a  belligerent,  but  not  as  a  state.  But  then  the  mere  mis- 
fortune of  the  belligerent,  or  the  disability  of  regular  proof,  could  not,  in  the 
face  of  fair  and  reasonable  presumptions,  be  taken  as  leaving  the  parties  ex- 
posed to  the  penalties  of  piracy.  The  learned  counsel  went  on  to  cite  Ameri- 
can authorities,  to  show  that  such  reasonable  evidence  as  the  case  would  admit 
of  was  deemed  sufficient  in  such  cases.  What  else  could  be  the  proof  in  the 
case  of  a  new  or  revolted  state,  which  perhaps  might  have  no  regular  seal,  or 
regular  commissions  while  first  fighting  for  its  independence  ?  He  appeared 
there  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Mason,  who  had  been  received  and  recognized  in  this 
country  as  representative  of  the  southern  States. 

Mr.  Lush  objected  to  this. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.  We,  of  course,  give  entire  credence  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  learned  counsel  that  he  is  in  fact  so  instructed.  But  how  are  we 
to  take  judicial  cognizance  of  the  position  of  any  gentleman  in  this  country  as 
representative  of  a  state  not  recognized  as  such  ] 

Mr.  James.  There  is,  no  doubt,  that  difficulty.  But  surely  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  doubt,  under  the  circumstances,  that  these  men  really  acted  under 
the  orders  of  a  confederate  officer.  This  country,  as  a  neutral  power,  was  anxious 
to  hold  the  scales  of  just  neutrality  fairly  and  impartially  between  the  two  bel- 
ligerents in  this  great  contest.  And  in  the  converse  case  of  a  federal  seizure  of 
a  confederate  vessel,  would  not  the  evidence  be  sufficient  to  raise  the  presump- 
tion of  an  act  of  Warfare  ?  But,  in  truth,  it  did  not  lie  upon  the  prisoners  to 
prove  that  it  was  so ;  it  rather  lay  upon  the  prosecutors  to  prove  that  it  was  not 
so ;  for  otherwise  it  could  not  be  piracy,  and  it  was  for  the  prosecutors  to  make 
out  a  pri^na  facie  case.  In  conclusion,  after  an  address  which  had  lasted  sev- 
eral hours,  the  learned  counsel  said,  with  emphasis,  that  the  case  was  one  of  the 
most  important  that  could  possibly  have  been  brought  before  a  British  court» 
and  was  one  which  required,  and  he  was  sure  would  receive,  the  most  careful 
and  anxious  consideration. 

The  junior  counsel  were  then  heard  on  the  same  side,  and  they  referred  to  the 
following  authorities  in  Wbeaton : 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States,  while  he,  in  his  proclamation  of  April 
49,  1861,  inaugurated  a  blockade  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  based  on 
belligerent  rights,  at  the  same  time  declared  that  any  person  acting  under  letters 
of  marque  issued  under  their  authority  would  be  held  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  Union  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  piracy.  This  act  of  the  Ameri- ' 
can  government  was  thus  noticed  in  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  1 6th 
of  May,  1861.  Lord  Derby  said,  *  If  there  is  one  thing  clearer  than  another,  it 
is  that,  by  the  law  of  nationsr  privateering  is  not  piracy;  that  no  enactment  on 
the  part  of  any  one  nation  can  make  that  piracy  as  regards  the  subjects  of 
another  country  which  is  not  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations  or  the  law  of  that 
country.  The  northern  States,  therefore,  cannot  be  allowed  to  think  that  they 
are  at  liberty  to  strain  the  law  so  as  to  convert  privateering  into  piracy,  and 
visit  it  with  death."* 

And  in  this  opinion  Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Kingsdown,  Lord  Chelmsford,  and 
the  then  lord  chancellor  concurred.  Then  the  author  goes  on  to  notice  a  case  in 
the  American  court  on  which  the  counsel  for  the  prisoners,  when  th&  rule  was 
moved,  placed  great  reliance: 

"  Privateersmen  acting  under  commission  from  the  president  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  were  brought  into  New  York  and  indicted  for  piracy.  The  case 
went  to  the  jury  on  the  act  of  Congress,  which  was  intended  to  apply  to  piracy, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  definition  of  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  The  statute, 
it  was  maintained,  embraced  cases  of  robbery  committed  on  board  an  American 
vessel,  though  they  might  not  come  within  the  definition  of  piracy  by  the  law 
of  nations.    The  presiding  judge  admitted  that  if  it  were  necessary  on  the  part 
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of  the  government  to  bring  the  crime  okarged  in  the  present  case  against  the 
prisoners  within  the  definition  of  robberj-  and  piracy  as  known  to  the  law  of 
nations,  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  doing  so  upon  the  evidence,  for  that 
shows,  if  anything,  an  intent  to  depredate  upon  the  vessels  and  property  of  one 
nation  only,  which  falls  far  short  of  the  spirit  and  intent  that  are  said  to  consti-' 
tate  essential  elements  of  the  crime.  But  the  robbery  charged  in  this  case  is 
that  which  the  act  of  Congress  prescribes  as  a  crime,  and  may  be  denominated 
a  statute  offence,  as  contradistinguished  from  that  known  to  the  law  of  nations." 

The  arrest,  however,  led  to  retaliatory  action  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  on  the  31st  of  January,  1862,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  secretary 
of  state  directing  the  transfer  of  all  prisoners  chai^d  with  piracy  (including 
those  who  had  been  convicted)  to  a  military  prison,  ^r  the  purpose  of  exchang- 
ing them  aa  prisoners  of  'war.  Lord  Russell,  in  acknowledging  (January  24, 
1862)  to  Lord  Lyons  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  judge's  published  statement 
on  the  question,  whether  the  southern  privateers  men  can  be  regarded  as  pirates, 
and  expressing  the  satisfaction  of  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  pretension 
had  been  so  successfully  combated,  adds : 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  men  embarked  on  board  a  privateer  having  a 
commission,  or  of  which  the  commander  has  a  commission,  from  the  so-called 
President  Davis,  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  officers  and  soldiers 
similarly  commissioned  for  operations  on  land.  An  insurrection  extending  over 
nine  States  in  space  and  ten  months  in  duration  can  only  be  considered  as  civil 
war,  and  that  persons  taken  prisoners  on  either  side  should  only  be  considered 
as  prisoners  of  war.  Reason,  humanity,  and  the  practice  of  nations  requires 
that  this  should  be  the  case." 

Mr.  LosH,  Q.  C,  (with  him  Mr.  Milward  and  Mr.  Vernon  Lushington,)  then 
addressed  the  court  on  the  other  side  against  the  prisoners'  discharge.  He  first 
argued  that  the  warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state,  on  which  the  whole  proceeding 
was  founded,  was  good.  The  statute  did  not  require  any  "charge"  in  America 
in  the  sense  of  a  formal  legal  charge,  but  merely  in  the  sense  of  an  accusation. 
All  that  was  necessary  was  that  there  should  be  a  requisition  from  the  American 
minister  for  the  delivery  up  of  the  parties  charged  {i.  e.,  accused.)  Upon  that 
requisition  the  secretary  of  state  was  bound  to  issue  his  warrant,  and  upon  that 
the  magistrate  was  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  arrest -of  the  accused;  and  all 
he  had  to  do  was  to  act  as  prescribed  by  Jervis's  acts,  and  issue  such  a  warrant 
as  there  required.  It  was  the  fact,  though  it  did  not  appear  upon  the  warrant, 
that  the  magistrate  had  taken  sworn  evidence  before  he  issued  his  warrant,  and 
the  counsel  on  the  other  side  had  overlooked  the  statute  8th  and  9th  of  Victoria, 
for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the  extradition  act,  and  in  entire  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  which  these  proceedings  had  been  taken.  As  to  the 
necessity  for  proceedings  in  America,  the  criminal  might  have  escaped  before 
any  could  be  taken,  and  when  found  here,  if  he  could  not  be  arrested  imtil  pro- 
ceedings had  been  taken  in  America,  he  would  escape  from  this  country. 

The  LoBD  Chibp  Justick.  Upon  that  point  you  need  not  trouble  yourself. 

Mr.  hvsB  then  said  he  would  come  to  the  main  question — ^the  meaning  of  the 
act.  Now,  by  the  international  law,  it  appeared  that  there  was  no  obligation 
on  one  state  to  deliver  over  the  fugitive  criminals  of  another.  Nor,  indeed, 
was  theroilegal  power  to  do  so,  and  the  law  on  this  subject  was  the  same  in 
both  these  two  countries.  What,  then,  might  be  supposed  to  be  in  the  minds  of 
both  contracting  parties  ?  The  earlier  treaties  between  them  did  not  specify 
piracy ;  but,  being  both  commercial  countries,  they  had  a  common  interest  in 
the  punishment  of  that  crime.  It  must  be  taken  that  the  ministers  of  both 
states  were  well  aware  that  the  courts  of  either  could  punish  piracy  wherever 
committed.  All  this  must  have  been  known  to  Parliament  when  it  passed  this 
act,  which  ought  to  be  construed  in  its  natural  sense ;  but  on  the  other  side  it 
was  sought  to  give  it  a  forced  and  strained  interpretation,  according  to  which,  if 
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these  men  bad  been  actually  arrested  in  New  York»  and  bad  been  committed 
for  trial  and  then  escaped  extradition,  could  not  be  claimed.  Why  1  Where 
was  that  qualification  to  be  found  in  the  terms  of  the  treaty  or  of  the  act?  The 
criminal  lawr  of  both  countries  was  substantially  the  same,  and  the  same  terms 
were  used.  Why,  then,  should  tlley  not  have  the  same  meaning  ?  There  was 
no  exception  in  the  treaty  of  our  own  subjects.  The  United  States  had  refused 
to  assent  to  such  an  exception.  Take  the  case  of  murder.  Suppose  a  British 
subject  had  committed  a  murder  in  America  on  another  British  subject,  (for 
which,  of  course,  he  could  be  tried  here,)  could  not  his  extradition  be  claimed  T 

The  LoRU  Ghibp  Justicr.  Suppose  he  had  been  tried  here  and  acquitted. 
Gould  the  American  ffovernment  claim  his  extradition  to  be  tried  again  in 
America,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  satisfied  of  the  result  1 

Mr.  Luf^H.  That  is  an  extreme  case  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  Lord  Chirp  Justicb.  But  you  must  admit  it  is  possible  it  might  occur. 

Mr.  Lush  admitted  that.  But,  after  all,  the  American  law,  like  our  own, 
admitted  the  principle  that  a  man  could  not  be  tried  twice  for  the  same  oflTence, 
and  he  could  plead  his  acquittal ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  such  a 
ease  the  government  of  the  United  States  would  claim  the  extradition. 

Mr.  Justice  Grompton.  Suppose  he  was  about  to  be  tried  here,  could  we 
not  try  him  ?     I  cannot  see  why  we  should  not. 

Mr.  Lu6H  proposed  to  deal  with  that  point. 

At  that  pointy  however,  the  court  adjourned. 


Court  of  Queen's  Bench — Westminiitert  May  25. 

Sittings  in  hanrot  be/ore  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Mr,  Justice  Crompton,  Mr. 
Justice  Blackburn,  and  Mr.  Justice  £hee. 

IN    THE     MATTER    OP     TERNAN    AND    OTHERS,    PRISONERS     IN     THE    JAIL    OF 

LIVERPOOL. 

• 

The  arguments  in  this  case  were  continued.  It  is  the  case  of  the  habeas 
corpus  obtained  on  behalf  of  the  men  arrested  and  detained  at  Liverpool  as 
pirates,  on  the  warrant  of  the  home  secretary,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  on  account  of  their  seizure  of  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  interest  of  the  case  has  considerably  in- 
creased since  it  was  announced  yesterday  that  the  counsel  who  appear  on  behalf 
of  the  prisoners  for  their  discharge  are  instructed  by  Mr.  Mason,  as  representa- 
tive of  the  confederate  government,  which  in  this  way  avows  and  adopts  their 
act,  the  counsel  on  the  other  side  being  instructed  by  the  direction  of  the 
American  minister.  The  prisoners,  with  others,  got  on  board  the  vessel  as 
passengers  at  Matamoras,  and  about  seventy  miles  from  that  port  they  rose  on 
the  master  and  crew  in  the  night,  turned  the  master  adrift,  seized  the  ship,  and 
took  it  to  Belize,  a  port  in  British  Honduras,  where  they  abandoned  it.  They 
wiere  fovind  last  Februaiy  to  be  in  Liverpool,  and  the  master  (wb«  also  had 
come  there)  applied  to  the  Americim  minister,  and  he  made  a  requisition  to 
Sir  George  Grey,  under  the  American  treaty  extradition  act  of  1843,  which 
binds  the  governments  of  both  countries  on  such  a  requisition  to  deliver  up  to 
justice  parties  who,  being  charged  with  certain  crimes,  among  which  are  piracy, 
robbery,  and  murder,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  claiming 
their  extradition,  shall  seek  an  asylum  or  be  found  in  the  territory  of  the  other 
state.  Upon  this  requisition  (without,  it  would  appear,  any  evidence  on  oath, 
for  the  date  of  the  master's  deposition  is  some  days  later)  Sir  George  Qrey 
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imaed  his  warrant  to  the  magistrates  of  Liverpool,  reciting  the  reqnisition,  and 
directing  them  to  "govern  themselves  accordingly,"  and  caase  the  parties  to  be 
arrested  and  confined,  with  a  view  to  their  delivery  up  to  justice,  according  to 
the  act  Upon  this  the  master  made  a  deposition  before  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trate at  Liverpool,  who  then  issned  his  warrant,  under  which  the  men  were 
arrested.  Upon  the  hearing  of  the  case  it  appeared,  on  the  evidence  of  the 
nast^  himsf  If,  that  the  men  had  acted  under  the  orders  of  a  Major  Hogg,  who 
professed  and  appeared  to  be  in  the  confederate  service,  and  it  was  insisted  that 
therefore  their  act  could  not  be  piracy.  The  magistrates  from  time  to  time 
remanded  the  men,  to  enable  them  to  apply  to  this  court  to  have  that  question 
determined,  and  a  habeas  carpus  had  accordingly  been  obtained  on  their  behalf 
with  a  view  to  their  discharge  from  custody,  it  being  admitted  that  the  case 
against  them  was  entirely  closed,  and  that  they  were  now  detained  merely  for 
&  purpose  of  their  being  delivered  up  to  the  American  authorities.  Mr.  James, 
Q.  C.,  (with  Mr.  Littler  and  Mr.  T.  H.  James,)  yesterday  argued  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoners,  declaring  distinctly  that  he  was  instructed  by  Mr.  Mason,  the 
representative  of  the  southern  confederacy,  which  avowed  and  adopted  the 
prisoners'  act  as  an  act  of  war  on  the  behalf  of  the  confederacy ;  and  they 
argued  that  the  case  was  not  in  any  sense  one  of  piracy,  since  pirates  depre- 
dated on  the  property  and  ships  of  all  nations,  being  "common  enem'es  of  the 
human  race,"  and  preying  indifferently  on  the  ships  of  all  nations,  whereas  in 
the  present  instance  it  appeared  that  the  men  were  directing  their  depredations 
aguuFt  the  ships  and  property  of  the  subjects  of  the  federal  or  United  States. 
On  the  part  of  the  prisoners  it  was  further  urged  that  it  was  not  piracy  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  that  even  if  it  were  so  it  was  not  within  the  treaty,  because 
triable  in  our  own  courts,  and  so  not  within  the  meaning  of  an  extradition 
treaty ;  but  that  if  it  was  not  so  it  was  nothing  at  all ;  and  that,  even  though 
it  was  piracy  by  the  municipal  law  of  the  United  States,  that  was  not  piracy 
within  tbe  treaty,  for  that  otnerwise  we  might  be  called  upon  to  deliver  up  even 
our  own  subjects  to  be  hanged  in  America  lor  acts  venial  or  even  justifiable  by 
the  law  of  our  own  country. 

Mr.  Lush,  Q.  C,  (with  him  Mr.  Milward  and  Mr.  Vernon  Lut^hington,)  in- 
structed on  behalf  of  the  American  minister,  yesterday  commenced  his  argument 
against  the  discharge' of  the  prisoners,  and  to-day  conthiued  it.  This,  he  said, 
was  the  first  time  the  Question  as  to  the  construction  of  the  treaty  had  arisen 
directly  in  the  courts  oi  either  country.  He  contended  that  the  offence  in  this 
case  was  "  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,"  being  com- 
mitted on  board  one  of  their  ships,  and  he  should  contend,  if  necessary,  within 
their  exclusive  jurisdiction,  because  for  this  purpose  the  American  ship  was  like 
American  territory. 

The  Lord  Chibp  Justice  observed  on  the  change  of  expression  in  the  next 
clause  of  the  sentence — "found  within  the  territory"  of  the  state  from  which 
the  extradition  is  claimed. 

Mr.  Lush  thought  that  was  in  favor  of  his  view.  "Jurisdiction  "  had  a  larger 
meaning  than  "territory."  The  jurisdiction  of  a  state  extended  beyond  its  ter- 
riton^,  as  in  the  case  of  ships. 

The  Lord  Ghirf  Justice.  Surely  this  case  is  "within  our  jurisdiction,"  for 
we  could  try  it. 

Mr.  Lush.  No  doubt,  in  that  sense,  it  is  "  within  our  jurisdiction ;"  but  it  is, 
in  a  stronger  sense,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  it  was  com- 
mitted within  their  quasi  territory.  It  is  not  necessary  to  contend  that  it  is 
cxdusivelv  in  their  jurisdiction.  The  word  "exclusive"  is  not  in  the  treaty  or 
the  act.  Most  of  the  crimes  mentioned  in  the  treaty — arson,  robbery,  forgery- 
are  such  as,  if  committed  in  America,  woVild  not  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our 
courts;  and  murder  is  so  only  by  reason  of  a  British  statute,  and  in  the  case  of  a 
Bdtieh  subject.    According  to  the  argument  on  the  other  side,  the  United  States 
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could  not  claim  extradition  of  an  American  subject  for  the  murder  of  an  Ameri- 
can in  this  country.  In  a  certain  sense,  no  doubt,  that  would  be  "  within  our 
jurisdiction."  But  surely  in  a  far  higher  and  stronger  sense  it  would  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  Then  as  to  piracy.  What  did  the  word 
mean  ?  Why,  prima  faciet  it  meant  the  crime  of  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations. 
Both  nations  understood  and  used  the  term  in  that  sense,  and  both  agreed  as  to 
what  it  meant  in  that  sense.  On  the  other  hand,  each  nation,  by  its  oWn  law, 
made  acts  piracy  which  were  not  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  Thus,  robbery 
on  board  a  British  ship  was  not  piracy  in  America,  but  on  an  American  ship  it 
would  be.  The  primary  meaning  of  the  term  "piracy"  was  the  meaning 
common  to  both  countries,  and  that  was  the  sense  in  which  it  was  here  used. 

The  Lord  Chibp  Justice.  Would  it  not  also  include  piracy  created  by 
statute,  so  far  as  the  statutes  of  both  countries  agree  ? 

Mr.  Lush.  Possibly  it  would.  At  all  events,  I  am  not  concerned  to  dispute 
it.  Probably  the  term  "  piracy "  in  the  treaty  comprises  all  kinds  of  piracy 
common  to  the  laws  of  both  countries.  But  it  does  not  include  piracy  merely 
by  the  municipal  law  of  either  country,  so  far  as  it  is  peculiar  to  that  country. 
What  was  murder  here  was  murder  in  America ;  so  of  arson,  so  of  robbery,  and 
why  not  so  of  piracy  ?  In  the  French  treaty,  where  one  of  the  terms,  "murder," 
was  used  in  a  peculiar  sense,  it  was  explained. 

Mr.  Justice  Shbb.  Because  in  the  French  language  there  is  no  term  to  express 
«*  murder  "  as  it  is  meant  in  our  law. 

Mr.  Lush.  Just  so.  And  so  if  piracy  here  were  meant  in  any  peculiar  sense 
it  would  be  explained — ^as,  for  instance,  if  it  was  meant  to  include  piracy  in 
American  ships  in  American  waters.  But  this  was  a  case  of  piracy  in  an 
American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  which  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  Surely  the  term  "jurisdiction"  must  be  construed  in 
some  fixed  sense,  not  a  sense  floating  and  fluctuating. 

Mr.  Lush.  Then  you  exclude  all  cases  of  crimes  committed  on  board  of 
lips? 

Mr.  Justice  Cromptox.  Not  so ;  but  it  excludes  cases,  like  this,  of  depreda- 
tions upon  ships  in  distant  seas.  Take,  for  instance,  a  case  of  that  kind  in 
the  Chinese  seas,  near  an  English  settlement.  All  the  reasoning  upon  conve- 
nience— the  presence  of  the  witnesses,  &c. — would  go  to  show  that  the  place  of 
trial  should  be  the  English  settlement,  not  necessarily  the  distant  country  of 
the  owner  of  the  ship. 

Mr.  LtJSH.  If  it  were  piracy,  it  would  be  in  the  common  jurisdiction  of  all  the 
countries. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.  But  there  may  be  a  robbery  on  board  a  ship  which 
is  not  a  piracy  jure  gentium;  it  is  only  acts  of  depredation  on  the  ship,  and 
inteiference  with  that,  which  amount  to  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  Lush.  That  cuts  down  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  piracy "  in  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.  No.  It  goes  to  show  that  the  sense  in  which  the 
word  is  there  used  is  not  the  sense  of  piracy  j'wrc  gentium. 

Mr.  Lush.  The  term  has  a  common  meaning  in  both  countries ;  why  should 
it  not  be  supposed  to  be  used  in  that  sense?  And  in  that  sense  it  was  committed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  The  learned  counsel  proceeded  to 
cite  from  Wheaton  in  support  of  his  position : 

"  Both  the  public  and  private  vessels  of  every  nation  on  the  high  seas,  out  of 
the  territorial  limits  of  any  other  state,  are  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  ,the 
state  to  which  they  belong,  and  Vattel  says  that  the  ships  of  a  country  are  part 
of  its  territory." 

The  learned  counsel  likewise  referred  to  other  passages  in  Wheaton  which  he 
contended  were  in  favor  of  his  position. 

*'  The  judicial  power  of  every  independent  state  extends,  with  the  qualifica- 
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tkm«  mentioned — 1.  To  the  punishment  of  all  offences  against  the  municipal 
laws  of  the  state  hy  whomsoever  committed  within  the  territonr.  2.  To  the 
punishment  of  such  offences,  hy  whomsoever  committed,  on  board  its  vessels  on 
the  high  seas,  and  on  board  its  foreign  ships  in  foreign  ports.  3.  To  the  pun- 
ishment of  all  such  offences  by  its  subjects,  wheresoever  committed.  4.  To  the 
punishment  of  piracy  and  other  offences  against  the  law  of  nations,  by  whom- 
soever and  wheresoever  committed." 

"  It  is  evident  that  a  state  cannot  punish  an  offence  against  its  municipal 
laws,  committed  within  the  territory  of  another  state,  except  by  its  own  citizens ; 
hut  it  may  arrest  its  own  citizens  in  places  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
other  nation,  as  the  high  seas." — (Pages  230,  231,  last  edition.) 

"  The  judicial  power  of  every  state  extends  to  the  punishment  of  certain 
offences  against  the  law  of  nations,  among  which  is  piracy.  Piracy  is  defined 
to  be  the  offence  of  depredating  on  the  seas  without  being  authorized  by  any 
sovereign  state,  or  with  commissions  from  different  sovereigns  at  war  with  each 
other.  The  officers  and  crew  of  an  armed  vessel  commissioned  against  one 
nation  and  depredating  upon  another  are  not  liable  to  be  treated  as  pirates  in 
thus  exceeding  their  authority." 

**  The  state  by  whom  the  commission  is  granted,  being  responsible  to  other 
nations  for  what  is  done  by  its  commissioned  cruisers,  has  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction to  try  and  punish  all  offences  committed  under  color  of  its  authority." — 
(Page  247.) 

"  Unfortunately,  in  applying  the  term  piracy  in  the  codes  of  different  coun- 
tries, regard  has  not  always  been  had  to  the  fact  whether  the  offence  described 
i^  one  against  the  law  of  nations,  and  consequently  everywhere  justiciable,  or  a 
crime  for  which  the  nomenclature  has  been  arbitrarily  adopted,  and  which  is  < 
cognizable  only  before  the  municipal  tribunals  of  the  particular  state,"  and  which 
is  coenizable  only  before  the  municipal  tribunals  having  jurisdiction  either  terri- 
torial, actual,  or  implied,  or  over  the  person  of  the  offender.  The  South  Ameri- 
can publicist,  Bello,  says : 

•*  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  competency  of  the  legidlative  authority  of 
a  state  to  establish  laws  regulating  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  pirates ;  nor 
is  it  important  against  whom  or  in  what  place  an  act  of  piracy  has  been  com- 
mitted, because  it  is  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  power  whatsoever.  Bui 
no  sovereign  has  the  right  of  qualifying  as  such  those  acts  which  are  notcom- 
prehended  in  the  definition  of  the  crime  as  generally  admitted.  A  government, 
nowever,  can  declare  that  this  or  that  offence  perpetrated  on  board  its  own  ves- 
sels is  a  piratical  act.  The  American  Congress  declared,  in  the  year  1790,  that 
every  crime  committed  at  sea,  which,  if  committed  on  land,  would  be  punish- 
able with  death,  was  piracy.  Nevertheless,  as  this  law  goes  beyond  the  defini- 
tion of  the  crime  by  the  law  of  nations,  it  would  not  render  legal  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  American  tribunals  over  acts  committed  under  the  flag  of  another  country 
which  are  not  strictly  piratical." 

Upon  the  act  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  crime  of  robbery  committed 
by  a  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  on  the  high  seas,  on  board 
of  a  ship  belonging  exclusively  to  subjects  of  a  foreign  state,  is  not  piracy  under 
this  act,  and  is  not  punishable  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  But  they 
held  in  a  subsequent  case  that  "  general  piracy  or  murder  or  robbery  committed 
upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  any  particular  state,  by  any  persons  on  board  of  a  vesssel  not  at  the  time 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  power,  but  in  possession  of  a  crew 
acting  in  defiance  of  all  law,  and  acknowledging  obedience  to  no  government 
whatever,  is  within  the  true  meaning  of  the  act,  and  is  punishable  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States."  That  act  provides  against  citizens  of  the  United  States 
committing  piracy  or  robbery  against  the  United  States  or  any  of  its  citizens 
on  the  high  seas,  under  color  of  any  commission  from  any  foreign  prince  or 


46  DIPLOMATIO  COBBESPONDBKCB. 

state,  or  on  pretence  of  authority  from  any  such  person,  and  declares  that  sncli 
offenders  shall  be  adjudged  pirates  and  suffer  death.  And  thongh  eqaal  effect 
may  be  giveu  to  the  bona  fide  commissions  of  actual  belligerents  as  to  those  of 
fully  recognized  governments,  it  was  held  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  1820,  that 
a  commiosion  issued  by  a  person  calling  himself  ''brigadier  of  the  Mexican 
republic,'*  (a  republic  the  existence  of  which  was  unknown  and  unacknowl- 
edged) or  as  "  generalissimo  of  the  FJoridas,"  a  province  then  in  possession  of 
Spain,  would  not  authorize  armed  vessels  to  make  captures  at  sea,  the  court 
saying,  "  Whether  a  person  acting  in  good  faith  under  such  a  commission  may  or 
may  not  be  guilty  of  piracy,  the  commission  can  be  no  justification  of  the  act.  in 
this  case;*'  adding,  "the  whole  transaction,  taken  together,  demonstrates  that  the 
ship  was  not  captured  jure  hellh  but  seized  animo  furandi.  It  was  not  a  bellige* 
rent  capture,  but  a  robbery  on  the  high  seas.*'  "  But  in  the  case  of  one  having 
a  commission  from  a  party  to  a  recognized  civil  war,  no  irregularity  as  to  acts 
done  jWe  htlli  will  make  him  a  pirate.  He  stands  in  the  same  position  as  if  he 
held  a  commission  from  an  estaolished  government,  so  far,  at  least,  as  regards 
all  the  world  except  the  other  party  to  the  contest.'* 

So  Chief  Justice  Marshall  laid  it  down  that  the  jurisdiction  of  every  ooon- 
try  extended  not  only  to  its  subjects  on  its  territory,  but  in  its  ships. 

Mr.  Justice  Shbb.  Not  because  the  ships  are  parts  of  its  territory,  but  because 
the  persons  are  within  its  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Lush.    Within  its  jurisdiciion,  because  within  its  qu(ui  territory. 

Mr.  Justice  Shkb.    That  is  a  very  different  thing. 

The  Lord  Chibp  Justicb.    Because  deemed  part  of  the  realm  of  EngIand-1 

Mr.  Lush.    Just  so. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  Is  that  so  ?  Before  the  statute  we  could  not  try  a 
British  subject  for  a  murder  on  board  a  British  ship  on  the  seas. 

Mr.  Lush.  There  was  a  mere  technical  difficulty. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  Why,  if  we  could  not  try  him,  it  was  hardly  "tech- 
nical."    The  truth  iif,  that  we  had  no  jurisdiction  in  such  a  case  at  common  law. 

Mr.  Lush  thought  we  had  jurisdiction,  but  there  was  a  difficulty  in  its  exer- 
cise. Uou  ever,  to  return  to  the  particular  case  in  hand,  that  of  piracy.  There 
was  not  an  iota  of  authority  on  tne  subject.  The  case  cited  yesterday  on  the 
other  side  was  a  case  of  murder  on  board  an  English  ship,  and  the  argument 
was  that  it  was  triable  in  the  United  States.  It  was  an  entire  error  to  suppose 
that  Chief  Justice  Marshall  assented  to  the  doctrince  that  such  a  treaty  did  not 
apply  in  cases  of  concurrent  jurisdiction.     He  says  : 

'*  It  is  argued  that  the  article  will  not  embrace  a  case  of  concurrent  jurisdiction. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  controvert  that,  for  it  is  demonstrable  that  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  have  jurisdiction." 

The  Chief  Justice,  therefore,  by  no  means  adopted  the  doctrine.  So  as  to  the 
other  case,  cired  yesterday,  the  case  of  cutting  and  wounding  in  Ireland,  the 
point  really  did  not  arise. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.    It  was  not  the  point  decided,  certainly. 

Mr.  Lush.  It  did  not  arise,  for  there  was  no  concurrent  jurisdiction,  the 
oQeiice  being  committed  in  Ireland  on  a  British  subject. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  The  judges  in  that  case  speak  of  '<an  exposition  of 
the  law"  on  the  subject  in  their  judgments. 

Mr.  Lush.  But  the  judgments  did  not  turn  on  that  question ;  there  was  merely, 
therefore,  the  expression  of  an  opinion  upon  the  question.  Then  as  to  the 
argument  that  the  treaty  was  one  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade ;  he  did 
not  quite  understand  it.  The  treaty,  no  doubt,  was  for  the  settlement «  f  bound* 
ary  and  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  giving  up  of  fugitives  from 
justice  in  certain  cases. 

The  Lord  Chibp  Justicb.  The  argument  was,  that  the  object  of  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  accounted  for  the  introduction  of  the  word  "  piracy ," 
and  went  to  explain  its  meaning. 
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Mr.  Lu8H.  Bat  then  the  treaty  uses  the  words  ''jarisdictioa  or  territory,"  as 
if  It  meant  jurisdiction  by  land  and  sea,  and  thus  the  treaty  supports  my  view 
of  the  meaning  of  words  "  within  the  jurisdiction." 
The  Loso  Ohibp  Justicb.  I  think  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  the  statute. 
Mr.  Lush.  Or  so  much  of  the  treaty  as  is  recited  in  it,  and  the  recitals  of  it 
m  this  act  relate  only  to  the  crimes  of  **  piracy,"  murder,  robbery,  forgery,  &c.t 
and  the  escape  of  ^gitives  from  justice  in  such  cases.  The  learned  counsel 
went  on  to  notice  a  Canadian  case — the  case  of  the  Ohesapeake — in  which  the 
court  laid  it  down : 

.'*  It  was  donbtless  to  prevent  the  failure  of  justice  that  would  necessarily  re- 
Bult  from  offenders  in  one  country  seeking  refuge  in  the  other,  and  there  being 
amenable  to  no  punishment,  that  this  treaty  was  entered  into ;  and  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult.to  understand  how  the  crime  of  piracy  in  its  general  sense  might  come 
within  the  operation  of  the  treaty,  when  a  pirate,  having  gone  into  one  or  other 
of  the  countries;  and  so  made  himself  amenable  to  its  courts,  and  had  been  there 
legally  charged  with  the  ofience,  had  fled  to  or  been  subsequently  found  in  the 
territory  of  the  other,  that  in  such  a  case  the  country  where  he  was  first  found 
might  claim  jurisdiction  over  the  crime  and  the  person  so  charged.  But  I  am 
unable  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  when  the  pirate  has  never,  after  commit- 
ting the  offence,  entered  the  country  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  but  is 
found  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  the  government  of  the  former  can  assume 
jurisdiction  over  the  ofience  and  person,  and  require  him  to  be  given  up,  and  so 
to  denude  the  latter  country  of  its  clear  jurisdiction  in  the  matter." 

But  that  reasoning  was,  he  submitted,  unsatisfactory ;  and,  moreover,  on  this 
question  there  was  no  direct  decision,  so  that  the  case  was  no  authority.  He 
contended  that,  as  to  the  construction  of  the  act,  its  terms  ought  to  be  construed 
in  their  plain,  natural,  ordinary  sense,  and  in  that  sense  they  included  piracy* 
as  it  was  understood  in  common  by  the  law  of  both  countries ;  that  is,  piracy 
by  the  law  of  nations ;  and  in  that  sense  it  would  include  this  case.  Then  as 
to  the  facts.  Th**  sole  question  was  whether  there  wbs,  prima  facie,  a  case  to 
ecmimit  for  trial ;  and  he  contended  that  there  was.  It  might  be  that  volun- 
teers,  really  acting  for  a  belligerent,  might  not  be  guilty  of  piracy. 

The  Lord  Chikp  Justick.  To  constitute  the  crime  o&  piracy  the  act  must 
be  amino  firalico^  if  that  is  an  admir^sible  phrase. 

Mr.  Lush.  No  doubt.  And  I  am  not  sure  that  even  if  some  among  the  men 
robbed  for  their  own  benefit,  being  with  other  subjects  of  the  Oouiederate  States 
who  were  acting  as  belligerents,  I  am  not  sure  that  even  then  they  would  be  guilty 
<tf  piracy.  But  that  is  not  so  here;  and  there  was,  prima  fadtj  a  case  of  pii-acy. 
The  LoBD  Chibp  Justice.  What  is  there  to  show  that  the  alleged  ground 
of  seizure,  viz.,  as  an  act  of  warfare,  was  not  really  so,  but  was  false  and 
colorable  ? 

Mr.  Lush.  What  is  there  to  show  that  the  pretence  was  real,  and  that  they 
seized  for  the  confederates  at  all? 

The  Lobd  Chief  Justice.    They  said  so  at  the  time,  and  the  master  said  he 
believed  their  officer  was  in  the  confederate  service. 
Mr.  Lush.    But  on  the  whole  uf  the  evidence  the  case  was  prima  facie  one  of 

?iracy.  It  was  not  like  a  captui  e  by  a  confederate  cruiser  such  as  the  Alabama, 
t  WdS  a  seizure  by  passengers,  and  tliey  sent  the  master  adriiit  in  the  open  sea. 

The  Lobd  Chief  Justice.  Not  under  such  circumstances  as  to  endanger 
his  life. 

Mr.  James.    It  was  only  nine  miles  from  the  shore  they  did  so. 

Mr.  Lush  referred  to  the  evidence  and  read  it  at  length,  commenting  upon 
the  passage  on  which  the  prisoners'  counsel  placed  reliance,  especially  the  fol- 
lowing ill  the  evidence  of  the  master : 

"*  The  men  appeared  to  be  acting  under  the  orders  of  a  Major  Hogg,  who  said 
he  had  papers  to  justify  his  acts.  I  had  heard  that  he  was  in  the  service  of  the 
eonfederates ;  and  I  believe  from  his  appearance  that  he  was  so." 
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This  was  merely  his  conjectare  or  impressioii  from  the  man's  appearance. 
Could  it  be  said  that  there  was  no  case  for  the  jury  ?  If  so,  it  was  ttie  duty  of 
the  magistrate  to  commit  the  men  for  trial.  The  men  had  each  of  them  several 
aliases,  and  were  found  at  Liverpool  in  possession  of  some  articles  the  property 
of  the  captain.  It  was  true  they  said  that  they  had  seen  papers  in  Hogg's 
hands  showing  his  authority.  But  what  was  there  to  show  that  this  was  not 
really  all  mere  pretence  ?  Whether  it  was  or  not  was  for  the  jury  who  should 
try  the  case,  not  for  the  magistrate,  whose  duty  was  only  to  commit  for  trial.. 
In  conclusion,  the  learned  counsel  readverted  to  what  he  deemed  to  be  the  great 
question — ^the  true  construction  of  the  treaty.  As  to  that,  he  said,  he  need  not 
remind  the  court  that  it  was  a  question  of  deep  and  paramount  importance  ;  nor 
need  he  deprecate  their  decidiag  it  with  reference  to  our  relations  with  America, 
the  fate  of  the  prisoners,  or  any  other  consideration  than  the  proper  construction 
of  the  act,  the  terms  of  which,  he  contended,  must  be  taken  in  their  plain, 
natural,  ordinary  sense,  and  the  sense  in  which  they  were  used'  in,  common  in 
the  law  of  both  countries. 

Mr.  MiLWARD  was  heard  on  the  same  side.  If,  he  urged,  the  word  "  piracy  " 
in  the  act  did  not  mean  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations,  its  primary  sense  and 
meaning,  what  did  it  mean,  and  why  was  the  word  inserted  ?  For  in  no  other 
sense  was  the  crime  within  the  common  jurisdiction  of  both  couutries,  and  in  no 
other  sense  was  it  committed  within  the  law  of  both  countries.  The  very  argu- 
ment on  the  other  side  was,  that  piracy  by  the  peculiar  municipal  law  of  America 
was  not  piracy  by  our  law.  Thus,  therefore,  the  word  •* piracy"  could  have 
no  meaning  except  piracy  in  the  larger  sense — ^ivdicj  jure  gentium,  by  the  law 
of  nations.  Unless  it  was  taken  in  that  sense,  it  had  no  sense  at  all  in  the 
statute ;  and  as  no  restrictive  words  were  used,  why  should  it  not  be  taken 
in  that  sense?  As  to  the  arguments  upon  convenience  or  inconvenience,  the 
legislature  had  dealt  with  them  and  disposed  of,  and  had  positively  enacted 
that  in  a  case  of  piracy  the  criminals  should  be  given  up.  The  matter  was  left 
by  the  act  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  governments  of  the  two  countries  as 
the  heads  of  justice.  The  learned  counsel  proceeded  to  cite  the  declaration  of 
the  Law  of  Prize,  drawn  up  by  Sir  George  I/ee  (an  eminent  civilian)  in  1753, 
and  adopted  then,  and  again  in  1794,  by  our  government.  He  cited  it  (from 
Mactachlan  on  Shipping)  to  show  that  the  law  of  nations  might  be  altered  by 
treaty,  as  between  the  two  contracting  states.  Applying  that  doctrine  to  the 
present  case,  he  argued  that,  by  the  force  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  in  their 
plain,  ordinary  sense,  parties  charged  with  the  crime  of  piracy  must  be  deliv- 
ered up  to  the  country  claiming  them,  provided  that  there  was  reasonable  evi- 
dence of  a  prima  facie  case. 

Mr.  Vernon  Lushinoton  followed  on  the  same  side,  applying  himself  to  the 
main  question  in  the  case,  the  construction  of  the  act.  As  to  the  word  **  juris- 
diction "  per  se  there  was,  he  said,  no  question.  It  was  argued  on  the  other 
side,  however,  that  the  word  should  be  construed  as  if  the  word  "  sole  "  or 
"  exclusive  "  were  introduced  before  it.  But  if  so,  surely  th«  words  ''jure  gen- 
Hum'*  should  be  introduced  after  the  word  "piracy,"  and  then  there  would  be 
this  solecism — "piracy  jure  gentium  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States." 

The  Lord  Ghibp  Justicb.  It  comes  to  the  same  thing  whichever  way  you 
put  it 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  The  argument  is,  that  if  piracy  within  the  common 
jurisdiction  of  all  nations  is  meant,  it  cannot  be  "  committed  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Lushinoton  urged,  that  if  the  word  "  exclusive  "  were  to  be  inserted  to 
qualify  the  word  "jurisdiction,"  words  should  be  introduced  to  qualify  the 
word  "  piracy."  He  claimed  to  construe  the  word  "  piracy  "  in  its  plain,  pri- 
mary, ancient,  ordinary  sense ;  and  on  the  other  side  it  was  claimed  to  insert 
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die  iroids  *«  notbeing/tcre  gentium"  after  the  word  "  piracy."  Bat  why  should 
those  words  be  taken  to  be  inserted  ?  There  were  cases  in  which  this  conntry 
had  surrendered  pirates  to  the  country  on  whose  ships  they  had  depredated, 
and  in  one  of  these  cases  Mr.  Justice  Story  said  the  reason  was  because  the 
evidence  was  naturally  in  that  country. 

The  Lord  Chibp  Justicb.  Surely  the  object  of  Ae  treaty  is  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  criminals  from  justice. 

Mr.  LusHiNGTON.  No  doubt  it  is  one  of  the  objects ;  but  is  it  the  only  objectt 
May  it  not  have  also  in  part  for  its  object  the  more  effectual  furtherance  of  jus- 
tice by  preventing  failure  of  justice  through  possible  defect  of  proof?  The 
learned  counsel  went  on  to  argue  that  there  was  nothing  in  his  view  of  the  act 
at  all  to  militate  against  our  sovereign  jurisdiction.  The  whole  scope  of  an 
extradition  trealr  involved  some  voluntary  concession,  on  each  side,  of  sove- 
reign rights  for  the  sake  of  the  better  furtherance  of  justice.  The  scope  of  the 
act  was  siniply  this,  that  British  pirates  should  be  tried  in  British  courts  and 
American  pirates  in  American  courts. 

The  Lord  Ohibp  Justice.  But  what  do  you  mean  by  "British  pirated,"  or 
•*  American  pirate^  ?  " 

Mr.  LusHiNGTON.  Those  who  commit  piracy  within  British  or  American 
jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  That  involves  the  whole  question.  What  is  "within 
the  jurisdiction  ?  " 

Mr.  LusHiNGTON.  Depredating  on  British  or  American  vessels,  as  the  case 
maybe. 

Mr.  Justice  Gbompton.  Suppose  the  same  pirate  meets  and  captures  on  the 
same  day  a  British  and  an  American  vessel.  Surely  the  essence  of  piracy  is 
depredating  on  the  ships  of  all  nations  alike,  and  the  crime  is  equally  against 
alL 

Mr.  LusHiNOTON.  Is  it  not  a  peculiar  offence  against  the  country  whose 
ships  are  taken  I 

Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  According  to  the  authorities  the  crime  is  against  all 
nations,  and  therefore  it  is  that  all  of  them  can  try  it  and  punish  it. 

Mr.  LuSHf  NGTON  went  on  to  argue  that  even  if  we  had  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion, there  was  no  infraction  of  our  sovereign  right  in  the  surrender  Of  the  pris- 
oners. It  might  safely  be  taken  that  extradition  would  not  be  unfairly  or 
unreasonably  demanded.  Thd  learned  counsel  went  on  to  allude  to  some  of 
the  observations  in  the  legislature  at  the  time  the  act  passed,  but 

The  Lord  Ghikp  Justicb  said,  We  cannot  construe  an  act  of  Parliament  by 
the  language  of  those  who  sat  in  Parliament  at  the  time  it  passed. 

Mr.  LusHiNGTON  passed  on  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  insisting  that  they  were 
to  be  construed  in  the  largest  sense. 

The  Lord  Chibp  Justicb.  Suppose  something  murder  by  the  law  of  America, 
but  not  so  by  our  law. 

Mr.  Lusbington.  In  that  case,  no  doubt,  there  ought  to  be  no  surrender  of 
the  prisoner.  The  question  might  have  arisen  in  the  case  of  Anderson  if  extra- 
dition had  been  claimed.  The  case  was  discussed  in  Wheaton,  who  thus  cited 
it  and  commented  upon  it : 

"  A  case  arose  in  1860  on  a  demand  for  extradition,  under  the  English  treaty, 
of  a  slave  charged  with  murder  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  who  had  escaped 
to  Canada.  The  pvovincial  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  in  refusing  to  discharge 
him,  held,  *  The  whole  argument  in  the  prisoner's  fiiVor  must  rest  upon  the 
proposition  that  he  was  a  slave  and  killed  the  person  he  is  said  to  have  done  in 
ne^g  himself  from  slavery ;  and  that  slavery  not  being  recognized  or  toler- 
ated in  this  country,  therefore  he  is  not  guilty  of  murder.  But  that  argument 
is  a  fidlacy,  for  the  two  governments,  in  making  the  treaty,  were  dealing  with 
each  other  on  the  footing  that  each  had  at  the  time  lecogmzed  laws  applicable 
4  c  ♦ 
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to  the  offences  enumerated.'  The  decision,  however,  was  rendered  inoperatire 
by  the  subsequent  ^ant  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  England."— (Page  242.) 

The  learned  counsel  went  on  to  refer  to  the  recent  case  of  the  Brazilian  pi- 
rates, brought  here,  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  in  one  of  our  courts  for 
piracy  in  a  British  ship,  and  executed  here,  although  they  were  in  custody  in 
Brazil,  and  liable  to  be  tried  there.  That,  he  said,  showed  that  a  country  might 
deem  it  of  importance  to  have  extradition  of  pirates,  although  they  might  be 
tried  in  the  country  where  they  were  found  or  taken. 

Mr.  Jambs  was  then  heard  in  reply.  Addressing  himself,  in  the  first  place, 
to  the  observations  of  Mr.  Lushington,  he  observed  that  it  seemed  to  be  admit- 
ted that  the  case,  if  one  of  piracy  at  all,  was  one  of  piracy  jMr^  gentium.  And 
then  the  question  was,  whether  tliere  was  evidence  of  an  intent  to  prey  on  the 
ships  of  all  nations,  or  only  on  the  ships  of  a  belligerent.  His  learned  friends 
bad  denied  that  there  was  any  authority  on  the  question  whether  acts  of  depre- 
dation on  the  ships  of  a  belligerent  wei*e  acts  of  piracy.  But  in  the  work  of 
Wheatan  it  appeared  that  the  case  had  come  before  the  American  courts,  and 
had  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  prisoners : 

"  Privateersmen,  acting  under  commissions  from  the  president  of  the  Confede- 
rate States,  were  brought  into  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  indicted  for 
piracy.  They  were  tried  in  October,  1861,  in  the  United  States  circuit  courts 
sitting  in  those  places.  In  both  courts,  though  the  indictments  included  other 
counts,  the  cases  went  to  the  jury  on  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  1820,  which 
was  intended  to  apply  to  piracy,  as  a  substitute  for  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of 
1819,  which  defined  it  by  a  reference  to  the  law  of  nations.  The  statute,  it  was 
maintained,  embraces  also  cases  of  rpbbery  committed  on  board  of  an  American 
vessel,  though  they  might  not  ^ome  within  the  definition  of  piracy  by  the  law 
of  nations.  The  presimng  judge  at  New  York  admitted  'that  if  it  were  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  government  to  bring  the  crime  charged  in  the  present 
case  against  the  prisoners  within  the  definition  of  robbery  and  piracy,  as  Known 
to  the  common  law  of  nations,  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  doing  so,  per- 
haps, upon  the  counts,  certainly  upon  the  evidence.  For  that  shows,  if  anything, 
an  intent  to  depredate  upon  the  vessels  and  property  of  one  nation  only — the 
United  States — which  falls  far  short  of  the  spirit  and  intent  that  are  said  to 
constitute  essential  elements  of  the  crime.  But  the  robbery  charged  in  this  case 
is  that  which  the  act  of  Congress  prescribes  as  a  crime,  and  was  denominated  a 
statute  offence  as  contradistinguished  from  that  known  to  the  law  of  nations. 
The  act  declares  the  person  a  pirate,  punishable  by  death,  who  commits  the 
crime  of  robbery  upon  the  high  seas  against  any  ship  or  vessel,  &c.,  and  the  in- 
terpretation given  to  these  words  applies  the  crime  to  the  case  of  depredation 
upon  an  American  vessel,  or  property,  on  the  high  seas,  under  circumstances 
that  would  constitute  robbery  if  the  offence  was  committed  on  land.' — (Trial  of 
officers,  &c.,  of  Savannah,  p.  371,  Judge  Nelson's  charge.)  As  to  the  defence 
based  on  the  private^er's  commission,  both  courts  held  that  they  could  only  look 
to  the  declarations  of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  for  the  political 
relations  of  the  new  confederacy ;  and  they  did  not  imply  from  the  exercise  ot 
belligerent  rights  by  the  federal  government  any  renunciation  or  waiver  of  its 
municipal  rights  as  sovereign  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  seceded  States." — 
{lb.,  p.  373 ;  Trial  of  William  Smith  for  Piracy,  p.  96.) 

The  absence  of  a  regular  commission  made  no  difference,. and  a  neutral  state 
ought  to  nresume  that  the  act  was  one  of  warfare.  If  it  was  not  so,  at  all  events 
that  should  be  shown  by  the  parties  claiming  extradition.  But  here  there  was 
no  evidence  of  it.  The  laws  of  the  two  countries  differed  as  to  piracy,  and  if 
the  men  were  surrendered  on  the  pretence  of  ^ireiCj  jure  gentium^  they  might  be 
convicted,  condemned,  and  executed  for  some  species  of  piracy  which  was  not 
io  by  our  laws.    What  evidence  was  there  of  real  actual  piracy?    What  wai 
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there  to  show  that  the  seizure  was  not  for  the  helHgerents  ?  Prima  facie,  the 
act  was  one  of  belligerency,  for  it  was  professedlj  so  done,  and  was  so  stated  at 
the  time.  The  learned  counsel  went  on  to  argue  that  the  scope  of  the  statute 
was  escape  from  justice. 

The  Ix)RD  Ghibp  Justicb.  May  there  not  be  an  escape  from  justice  in  the 
sense  of  a  fedlure  of  evidence  f 

Mr.  Jambs.  No  doubt;  but  not  in  the  sense  in  which  the  words  are  used  in 
this  acti  where  they  plainly  imply  an  escape  by  flying  from  one  country  to 
another.  There  was  no  power  to  send  witnesses  over  from  one  country  to  the 
other,  and  the  witnesses  might  be  here.  But  the  statute  was  compulsory,  and 
not  at  all  discretionary ;  no  topics  of  mere  convenience,  therefore,  could  be  gone 
into.  The  enactment  was  imperative,  and  in  cases  where  it  applied  it  was  abso- 
lute. 

Mr.  Justice  Grompton  observed  that  there  were  inconveniences  in  that  view 
that  we  have  bound  ourselves  absolutely  in  all  cases,  and  must  trust  to  the  de- 
mand not  being  made  in  cases  where  it  would  not  be  reasonable. 

Mr.  Jambs.  No  doubt ;  but,  at  all  events,  the  balance  of  convenience  or 
inconvenience  may  be  very  doubtful.  • 

The  LoBD  Ghibf  Justicb.  As  a  general  principle  it  is  more  convenient  that 
offisnces  should  be  tried  where  they  are  committed. 

Mr.  Jambs.  No  doubt,  as  a  general  principle ;  but  how  to  apply  it  in  cases  of 
piracy  ?  The  crime  is  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  you  cannot  try  the  men 
there,  it  is  clear.  Why  not  try  the  men  where  they  happen  to  be  taken  or  found  ? 
Why  is  the  matter  more  within  the  country  to  which  the  ship  belonged  ?  That 
is  begging  the  question.  If  the  act  meant  to  divest  our  courts  of  the  power  of 
tnring  pirates  taken  here,  why,  of  course,  we  were  bound  by  it.  But  was  it  so  f 
Were  not  the  terms  of  the  statute  capable  of  a  more  reasonable  construction  f 
It  was  admitted  that  the  other  terms — arson,  robbery,  forgery — ^meant  cases  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction ;  and  why,  in  the  case  of  piracy,  mt^e  it  include  cases  of 
concurrent  jurisdiction  ?  It  was  assumed  on  the  other  side  that  murder  included 
all  cases  of  murder ;  but  this  he  denied,  and  he  urged  that  it  merely  meant 
cases  of  murder  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  either  country.  No  doubt 
the  word  "  murder"  must  be  taken  as  meaning  cases  of  murder  by  the  law  of 
both  countries.  But  the  law  of  murder  differed  in  the  two  countries  in  some 
cases,  as  in  that  of  slavery.  That  was  the  case  of  Anderson,  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Lushington.  He  killed  a  man  to  free  himself  from  slavery,  and  in  America  it 
was  murder,  but  in  England  it  was  justifiable  homicide.  His  extradition  was 
claimed  in  Ganada,  but  refused.  So  an  English  subject  resisting  imprisonment, 
and  killing  the  party  attempting  it,  would  be  guilty  of  murden  by  our  law,  but 
not  by  the  law  of  America.  Upon  this  subject  the  learned  counsel  referred  to 
«the  case  of  Nash,  an  impressed  American, -on  which  Ghief  Justice  Marshall  de- 
livered his  opinion  on  the  question.  So  much  for  the  argument  of  his  learned  friend, 
Mr.  Lushington.  He  submitted  that  the  statute  was  passed  to  prevent  failure 
of  justice  in  cases  in  which,  but  for  extradition,  justice  must  fait  In  cases  of 
prisoners  taken  in  this  country  the  courts  of  this  country  would  administer  jus- 
tice fairly  and  effectuiilly;  and  it  never  could  have  been 'intended  that  this 
country  should  surrender  prisoners  in  cases  which  its  courts  were  perfectly  com- 
petent to  deal  with.  For  these  reasons  he  confidently  submitted  that  the  pris- 
oners were  entitled  to  their  unconditional  discharge. 

The  court  retired  to  consider  their  judgment.  On  their  return,  being  divided 
in  opinion,  they  delivered  judgments  geriatim. 

The  Lord  Gbibv  Justicb.  The  main  and  principal  question  for  our  deter- 
mination in  this  case  is  what  construction  is  to  be  put  upon  the  statute  of  the 
6th  and  7th  of  Victoria,  cap.  76,  which  gives  effect  to  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  this  country.  Besides  that,  indeed,  there  are  some  minor 
p<»nts  whkh  have  been  nused  with  reference  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings. 
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It  has  been  objected  that,  prior  to  the  iBsuing  of  the  warrant  by  the  eecretarj 
of  state,  there  should  have  been  depositions  taken  and  a  warrant  issued  in 
America ;  bat  it  seems  to  me  that  this  objection  cannot  be  maintained.  There 
was  another  objection  to  the  magistrates'  warrant ;  but  the  warrant  is  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  statute.  Then  comes  the  ^eat  question  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  statute.  Now,  the  words  are,  undoubtedlj,  in  their  primary  and 
ordinary  signification,  lai^  enough  to  comprehend  this  case.  Provision  is  made 
for  the  delivery  up  to  justice  of  persons  who  have  "  committed  piracy  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States."  Now,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the 
case  is  one  of  piracy  at  all,  it  is  piracy  ,^e  gentiMm,  Nor  can  there  be  anj 
doubt  that  if  it  was  piracy  it  was  committed  on  board  an  American  ship,  and  so 
in  that  sense  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  The  main  argument 
on  which  reliance  has  been  placed  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  is  that  the  statute 
is  to  be  read  as  applicable  only  to  a  case  where  the  offence  has  been  committed 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  But  if  the  term  piracj 
in  the  act  is  to  be  read  as  meaning  piracy  jure  gentium^  then  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  contention  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  is  at  once  disposed  of.  If 
the  contracting. parties  intended  that  such  piracy  should  be  deemed  within 
the  treaty,  then — as  it  is  clear  that  such  piracy  is  not  an  offence  against  any 
particular  state,  but  against  the  whole  civilized  world — ^then  the  case  would  not 
be  one  in  which  the  offence  was  committed  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States.  So  that  if  the  word  "  piracv  "  is  used  in  the  statute  in  the 
largest  sense,  the  case  for  the  prisoners  falls  to  the  ground.  Now,  what  is  there 
to  show  that  the  term  "  piracy  "  has  been  used  in  a  more  limited  sense  ?  If  it 
is  to  be  restricted  to  piracy  by  municipal  law,  as  a  matter  of  peculiar  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  courts  of  the  particular  country,  then,  no  doubt,  the  statute  may  be 
construed  in  the  sense  contended  for  by  Mr.  James  in  his  most  able  argument ; 
that  is,  in  the  sense  of  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  country  claiming  extradi- 
tion. But  if  that  had  been  the  intention,  we  should  have  had  piracy  by  muni- 
cipal law  in  some  way  distinguished  from  piracy  in  the  larger  acceptation  of  the 
term,  and  no  such  limitation  occurs  in  the  act.  Why,  then,  should  the  term  be 
taken  in  the  limited  sense?  It  is  said,  and  with  truth,  that  the  mischief 
extradition  treaties  are  primarily  intended  to  prevent  is  that  of  persons  commit- 
ting crimes  within  the  territorv  of  one  state,  and  within  its  jurisdiction,  escaping 
beyond  the  reach  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  so  enjoying  impunity  for  their  offences. 
But  that  this  was  the  only  object  of  such  treaties  I  entertain  great  doubt, 
because  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  that  the  mischief  which  it  is  desirable  on  the  part 
of  all  civilized  states  to  prevent  is  not  limited  to  such  cases  as  those  which  I  have 
just  suggested.  It  may  be  that  the  offence  may  be  cognizable  or  "justiciable*' 
in  two  countries — as  in  the  case  of  a  murder  committed  by  one  British  subject 
upon  another  in  the  United  States  or  any  foreign  country,  in  which  case,  no  » 
doubt,  the  criminal  may  be  tried  here.  Yet  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  if  in 
any  such  case  he  must  be  tried  in  this  country.  For  criminals — as  I  observed  in 
the  course  of  the  argument — ^may  escape,  not  only  by  going  beyond  the  territory 
and  the  power  of  the  law  of  the  country  in  which  the  crimes  have  been  com 
mitted,  but  also  by  failure  of  proof  and  the  difficulty  of  adducing  sufficient 
evidence,  except  in  the  country  where  the  crimes  were  committed.  If,  then,  the 
language  of  the  act  is  large  enough  to  comprehend  both  these  kinds  of  mischief, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  to  restrict  it  to  the  former 
mischief  alone.  It  has  been  urged,  indeed,  with  great  force,  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  dignity  of  this  country  to  surrender  the  jurisdiction  of  its  own  tribunals 
in  a  case  of  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  allow  persons  who  could  be  tried  here 
to  be  carried  away  to  be  tried  elsewhere.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  moment 
jrou  say  you  will  give  up  offenders  with  a  view  to  promote  the  lai^ge  interests  of 
justice  thronghout  the  whole  civilized  world  as  a  matter  in  which  all  nations 
have  a  common  interest,  yon  must  then  look  to  see  what  is  tlie  extent  and  scope 
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<if  the  mischief  70a  thus  desire  to  connteract  and  to  prevent ;  and  I  cannot  see 
that  there  is  any  abandonment  of  national  dignity  or  honor  in  saying  that, 
thongh  there  may  be  concurrent  jorisdiction  in  respect  of  offences  which  have 
bead  committed  by  onr  own  subjects  in  foreign  countries,  yet  if  the  foreign 
etates  against  whose  laws  the  crimes  have  been  committed  require  that  the 
criminals  should  be  surrendered  to  justice,  and  justice  can  be  better  done  in  the 
country  in  which  the  offence  is  committed,  then  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any 
violation  of  national  dignity  or  character  in  doing  that  which  is  expedient  and 
desirable  to  promote  the  interests  of  justice.  And,  looking  to  the  general  balance 
of  convenience,  I  think  that  if  ^e  treaty  and  the  act  were  not  capable  of  the 
construction  I  feel  bound  to  put  upon  them,  the  feeling  of  the  country  would 
probably  be  to  amend  them.  And,  as  I  feel  strongly  that  the  words  are  strong 
enough  to  include  the  case  of  piracy  jure  gentium,  and  see  no  reason  for 
adopting  a  more  limited  construction,  I  think'  that,  if  there  was  a  prima  facie 
case  of  such  piracy  before  the  magistrate,  the  case  comes  within  the  act.  It  is 
impossible,  in  my  opinion,  to  limit  the  word  **  jurisdiction ''  by  the  insertion  of 
the  word  *'  exclusive,"  and  on  that  point  I  adopt  the  view  taken  by  Mr.  Lush 
in  his  most  able  argument — that  the  true  meaning  of  the  word  is  the  area  over 
which,  whether  it  be  land  ot  sea,  the  laws  of  the  particular  state  prevail ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  conceded  that  die  ship  of  a  certain  territory  is,  constructively, 
part  of  its  territory,  or,  at  all  events,  a  place  where  its  laws  prevail,  this  ship 
was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  I  feel,  thereibre,  bound 
(though  I  regret  to  differ  from  my  learned  brethren,)  in  adherence  to  the  view 
which  I  take  of  the  statute,  to  hold  that  this  case  comes  within  it,  and,  there- 
fore, that  the  prisoners  are  not  entitled  to  be  discharged.  As  to  the  other 
question,  whether,  supposing  piracy  jure  gentium  to  be  within  the  act,  there 
was  sufficient  prima  j^ocir  eviaence  of  it,  I  agree  in  everything  Mr.  James  said 
as  to  acts  done  with  the  intention  of  acting  on  the  behalf  of  one  of  the  belligerent 
parties ;  and  I  concur  in  thinking  that  persons  so  acting,  though  not  subjects  of 
a  belligerent  state,  and  though  they  may  be  violating  the  laws  of  their  own 
country,  and  may  even  be  subject  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  state  against  whom 
they  thus  act  with  a  rigor  which  happily  is  unknown  among  civilized  nations  in 
modem  warfare,  yet  if  the  acts  were  not  done  with  a  piratical  intent,  but  with 
an  honest  intention  to  assist  one  of  the  belligerents,  such  persons  cannot  be 
treated  as*  pirates.  But  then  it  is  not  because  they  assume  the  character  of 
belligerents  that  they  can  thereby  protect  themselves  from  the  consequences  of 
acts  really  piratical.  Now,  here  it  is  true  that  the  prisoners  at  the  time  said 
they  were  acting  on  behalf  of  the  confederates,  and  that  was  equivalent  to 
hoisting  the  confederate  flag.  But  then  pirates  sometimes  hoist  the  flag  of  a 
nation  in  order  to  conceal  their  real  character.  No  doubt,  prima  Jacie  the  act 
of  seizing  a  vessel,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  seized  for  the  confederates, 
may  raise  a  presumption  of  such  an  intention ;  but  then  all  the  circumstances 
must  be  looked  at  to  see  if  the  act  was  realiy  done  piratically,  which  would  be 
for  the  jury,  and  I  cannot  say  that  the  magistrate  was  not  justified  in  commit- 
ting the  prisoners  for  trial.  It  is,  however,  unnecessary  to  say  more  upon  this 
point,  as,  upon  the  main  question,  my  learned  brethren  (for  whose  opinions  I 
nave  the  utmost  deference,  and  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  right)  are  of  opinion 
in  favor  of  the  prisoners,  and  therefore  they  will  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Justice  Grompton.  The  case  has  been  most  fully  and  most  ably  argued, 
and  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  more  on  the  minor  points,  as  upon  the 
main  question  the  majority  of  the  court  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoners  must 
be  discharged.  Taking  the  case  as  finally  closed  before  the  magistrate,  their 
contention  is  that  they  are  in  iUegal  custody.  Is  there  anything,  therefore,  that, 
in  point  of  law,  shows  that  it  is  illegal  custody  1  That  depends,  first,  on  a 
pure  question  of  law,  on  the  construction  of  the  act ;  and  then  on  a  question  of 
law  taming  on  the  &cts,  whether  the  evidence  was  sufficieat  to  warrant  a  com- 
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mittal,  supposing  tbe  case  to  be  within  the  act.  Upon  the  latter  point  I  quite 
concur  with  mj  lord,  because  it  is  not  for  us  to  weigh  the  effect  of  the  evidence, 
which  is  for  the  jury ;  and  all  we  can  consider  is  whether  there  was  enough  to 
justify  a  committal  for  trial,  and  I  agree  with  my  lord  that  we  cannot  say  that: 
there  was  not.  But  upon  the  other  and  the  main  question  I  have  come,  after  a 
careful  consideration  of  the  case,  to  a  different  conclusion.  The  preamble  of  a 
statute  is  a  good  key  to  its  meaning,  and  here  the  preamble  of  the  statute  points 
clearly  to  offences  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of.  the  contracting 
states — that  is,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  them,  and  not  of  the  other. 
And  then  it  goes  on  to  speak  of  persons  who,  .having  committed  certain  crimes 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  the  two  states  (that  is,  as  I  read  it,  of  one  of 
them  and  not  of  the  other,)  shall  ''seek  an  asylum"  and  be  found  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  other.  Now,  an  "asylum  "  surely  means  a  place  where  the  criminal 
is  safe  from  prosecution  or  pursuit,  not  a  place  where  he  may  be  tried  and  con- 
victed. The  enactments  of  the  statute  apply  to  cases  in  which  persons  having 
committed  murder  or  piracy  or  robbery  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  afterwards  seek  an  asylum  or  are  found  in  British  territory;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  they  mean  only  cases  of  crimes  committed  within  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  And  that  phrase,  of  course,  could  not  be  ap- 
plied where  the  crime  is  equally  within  the  jurisdiction  of  every  nation  in  the 
world,  as  in  piracy  jure  gentium.  Tt  would  not  be  a  proper  use  of  words  to 
say  that  such  a  crime  was  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.  Those  words,  "within  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  contracting 
states,"  mean  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of  them  respectively  or  relatively 
to  each  other — t.  e„  or  of  one  of  them  and  not  of  the  other.  But  here  the  crime 
was  within  the  jurisdiction,  not  only  of  both  of  them,  but  of  every  nation  in 
the  world.  Then  the  persons  charged  are  to  be  "  delivered  up  to  justice," — that 
is,  to  the  justice  of  the  country  where  justice  can  be  done,  implying  that  they 
are  in  a  country  where  it  cannot  be  done.  Otherwise,  when  the  men  were 
actually  committed  for  trial  in  this  country,  they  might  be  claimed,  to  be  tried 
abroad,  which  surely  would  be  a  strange  construction  of  the  act.  Indeed,  ac- 
cording to  that  construction  one  does  not  see  why  they  might  not  be  claimed 
back  again  by  this  country ;  for  this  is  clearly,  if  anything,  a  case  of  piracy 
jure  gentium^  and  triable  in  either  country.  The  fact  that  the  men,  being  in  the 
ship,  seized  it,  makes  no  difference ;  it  is  equally  piracy  unless  it  was  an  act  of 
belligerency;  but,  if  such,  inore  so  on  that  account  than  if  the  men  had  been  in 
another  ship.  No  doubt,  in  either  case,  the  case  would  be  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  but  it  would  be  a  jurisdiction  shared  equally  with  the 
whole  world.  Is  that  a  case  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  ?  Surely  it  would 
be  a  strange  construction  of  its  terms,  and  it  must  mean  peculiar  and  exclusive 
jurisdiction.  The  case  here  was  near  American  waters,  but  would  be  the  same 
in  principle  if  it  had  occurred  in  the  Chinese  seas.  Whether  the  act  would 
apply  in  all  cases,  even  of  piracy  by  American  subjects  in  distant  seas,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  determine.  It  is  not  id  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  statute,  in  my 
view  of  it,  carries  out  what  was  deemed  by  some  writers  to  be  the  obligation  of 
international  law  before  it  passed,  viz  :  to  deliver  up  criminals  who  could  not  be 
tried  here.  My  view  of  the  act  is  also  confirmed  by  some  high  American  au- 
thorities who  have  been  referred  to.  The  learned  judge  here  referred  to  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  a  speech  of  the  Hon.  J.  Marshall,  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Nash's  case,  (5  Wheaton's  Bepor ts» 
appendix :) 

"The  well-considered  opinion  of  the  American  government  is,  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  nation  at  sea  is  personal,  reaching  its  '  owik  citizens  only,'  and 
that  this  is  the  appropriate  part  of  each  nation  on  that  element." 

"A  pirate,  under  the  law  of  nations,  is  an  enemy  of  the  human  race.  Being 
the  enemy  of  all,  he  is  liable  to  be  punished  by  all.    Any  act  which  denotes 
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this  vniTerBal  hostility  is  tn  act  of  piracy.  Not  only  an  actual  robbery,  there- 
fore, but  cmising  on  the  high  seas  without  commission,  and  with  intent  to  rob, 
IB  piracy.  This  is  an  offence  against  all  and  every  nation,  and  is  therefore  alike 
punishable  by  alL  But  an  offence  which  in  its  nature  affects  only  a  particular 
nation  is  only  punishable  by  that  nation.  A  statute  may  make  any  offence 
piracy,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nation  passing  the  statute,  and 
such  offence  will  be  punishable  by  that  nation.  But  piracy  under  the  law  of 
nations,  which  alone  is  punishable  by  all  nations,  can  only  consist  in  an  act 
which  is  an  offence  against  all.  No  particular  nation  can  increase  or  diminish 
the  list  of  offences  thus  punishable." 

So  the  able  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Nelson,  in  the  case  of  In  re  Eaine,  (14 
Howard's  American  Reports,  137:) 

"  The  two  nations  agree  that  upon  mutual  requisition  by  them,  or  their  officers 
or  authorities,  respectively  made,  t.  e.,  on  a  requisition  made  by  either  one  gov- 
ernment, or  by  its  ministers  or  officers  properly  authorized,  upon  the  other,  the 
government  upon  whom  the  demand  is  thus  made  shall  deliver  up  to  justice  all 
persons  charged  with  the  crimes  as  provided  in  the  treaty  who  shall  have  sought 
an  asylum  within  iier  territories.  In  other  words,  on  a  demai^d  made  by  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain  upon  this  government,  it  shall  deliver  up  the  fugitive ; 
and  so  in  respect  to  a  demand  by  the  authorities  of  this  government  upon  her. 
This  is  the  exact  stipulation  entered  into  when  plainly  interpreted.  It  is  a 
compact  between  the  two  nations  in  respect  to  a  matter  of  national  concern — 
the  punishment  of  criminal  offenders  against  their  laws — and  where  the  guilty 
party  covld  be  tried  and  punished  only  within  the  jurisdiction  whose  laws  have 
been  violated.'' 

The  Chief  Justice  Taney  and  the  other  judges  referred  to  this  judgment  as 
containing  an  exposition  of  the  law  on  which  they  based  their  own  judgments, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  statute  only  applies  in  cases  where  justice  can  only  be 
obtained  by  means  of  extradition.  It  is  difficult  to  see  that  two  great  maritime 
nations  would  have  given  up  the  power  of  punishing  pirates  whenever  they  were 
caught.  Take  the  case  of  a  pirate  taking  an  American,  an  English,  and  a  French 
vessel  on  the  same  day  in  some  of  those  distant  seas  where  pirates  abound.  Why 
should  not  the  courts  of  either  of  the  three  countries  in  which  the  pirates  might 
be  found  do  justice  upon  them?  It  is  said  that  we  must  trust  to  the  discretion 
of  the  other  state  that  it  will  not  demand  extradition  in  cases  where  it  is  unrea- 
sonable to  do  so.  But  that  is  very  dangerous  doctrine,  to  which  I  cannot  sub- 
scribe ;  and  I  think  it  is  far  more  wise  to  construe  the  act  in  such  a  way,  if  we 
can,  as  to  exclude  cases  in  which  the  demand  would  be  unreasonable.  At  first 
sight  it  certainly  occurred  to  me  that  the  word  "piracy"  in  its  primary  sense 
was  against  my  reading  of  the  statute;  but  that  was  answered  by  Mr.  Jaipes  in 
his  able  argument,  for  he  stated  that  there  were  some  species  of  piracy  by  the 
municipal  law  of  America  not  piracy  by  our  law.  [This  part  of  the  subject  will 
be  found  elaborately  expounded  in  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Shee.]  It  was 
said  by  Mr.  Lushington  that  the  jurisdiction  would  depend  upon  whether  the 
ship  was  the  ship  of  one  nation  or  of  another,  but  that  can  hardly  be  so.  It  is 
an  offence  against  all  nations.  The  pirates  are  not  English  pirates  or  American 
pirates,  but  pirates  against  aU  nations.  The  principal  argument  in  support  of 
the  committal  was  founded  upon  the  fact  that  the  ship  was  American,  and  it  was 
argued  that  therefore  the  case  was,  in  some  peculiar  way,  within  American  juris- 
diction. But  I  doubt  that.  [This  part  of  the  case  will  be  found  to  be  dealt  with 
fully  by  Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.]  The  piracy — ^if  piracy — ^was  not  altered  in 
character  because  committed  in  the  ship  itself  which  was  seized.  Suppose  the 
priisonerB  had  been  in  a  ship  of  their  own,  and  sunk  the  other,  without  ever  going 
into  it  ?  It  would  be  the  same  offence,  and  equally,  in  both  cases,  it  would  be 
'Within  the  common  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  all  nations.  And  it  does  not 
appear  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  could  be  said  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
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mittal,  supposing  tlie  case  to  be  within  the  act.  Upon  the  latter  point  I  quite 
concur  with  my  lord,  because  it  is  not  for  us  to  weigh  the  effect  of  the  evidence, 
which  is  for  the  jury ;  and  all  we  can  consider  is  whether  there  was  enough  to 
justify  a  committal  for  trial,  and  I  agree  with  my  lord  that  we  cannot  say  that 
there  was  not.  But  upon  the  other  and  the  main  question  I  have  come,  after  a 
careful  consideration  of  the  case,  to  a  different  conclusion.  The  preamble  of  a 
statute  is  a  good  key  to  its  meaning,  and  here  the  preamble  of  the  statute  points 
clearly  to  offences  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of.  the  contracting 
states — that  is,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  them,  and  not  of  the  other. 
And  then  it  goes  on  to  speak  of  persons  who,  .having  committed  certain  crimes 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  the  two  states  (that  is,  as  I  read  it,  of  one  of 
them  and  not  of  the  other,)  shall  "seek  an  asylum"  and  be  found  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  other.  Now,  an  "asylum  "  surely  means  a  place  where  the  criminal 
is  safe  from  prosecution  or  pursuit,  not  a  place  where  he  may  be  tried  and  con- 
victed. The  enactments  of  the  statute  apply  to  cases  in  which  persons  having 
committed  murder  or  piracy  or  robbery  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  afterwards  seek  an  asylum  or  are  found  in  British  territory;  and  it  i^- 
pears  to  me  that  they  mean  only  cases  of  crimes  committed  within  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  And  that  phrase,  of  course,  could  not  be  ap- 
plied where  the  crime  is  equally  within  the  jurisdiction  of  every  nation  in  the 
world,  as  in  piracy  jure  gentium,  Tt  would  not  be  a  proper  use  of  words  to 
say  that  such  a  crime  was  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.  Those  words,  "within  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  contracting 
states,''  mean  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of  them  respectivelv  or  relatively 
to  each  other — 1. 1,,  or  of  one  of  them  and  not  of  the  other.  But  here  the  crime 
was  within  tlie  jurisdiction,  not  only  of  both  of  them,  but  of  every  nation  in 
the  world.  Then  the  persons  charged  are  to  be  "  delivered  up  to  justice," — that 
is,  to  the  justice  of  the  country  where  justice  can  be  done,  impljdng  that  they 
are  in  a  country  where  it  cannot  be  done.  Otherwise,  when  the  men  were 
actually  committed  for  trial  in  this  country,  they  might  be  claimed,  to  be  tried 
abroad,  which  surely  would  be  a  strange  construction  of  the  act.  Indeed,  ac- 
cording to  that  construction  one  does  not  see  why  they  might  not  be  claimed 
back  again  by  this  country ;  for  this  is  clearly,  if  anything,  a  case  of  piracy 
jure  gentium,  and  triable  in  either  country.  The  flftct  that  the  men,  being  in  the 
ship,  seized  it,  makes  no  difference ;  it  is  equally  piracy  unless  it  was  an  act  of 
belligerency;  but,  if  such,  more  so  on  that  account  than  if  the  men  had  been  in 
another  ship.  No  doubt,  in  either  case,  the  case  would  be  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  but  it  would  be  a  jurisdiction  shared  equally  with  the 
whole  world.  Is  that  a  case  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  ?  Surely  it  would 
be  a  strange  construction  of  its  terms,  and  it  must  mean  peculiar  and  exdusivo 
jurisdiction.  The  case  here  was  near  American  waters,  but  would  be  the  same 
in  principle  if  it  had  occurred  in  the  Chinese  seas.  Whether  the  act  would 
apply  in  all  cases,  even  of  piracy  by  American  subjects  in  distant  seas,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  determine.  It  is  not  td  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  statute,  in  my 
view  of  it,  carries  out  what  was  deemed  by  some  writers  to  be  the  obligation  of 
international  law  before  it  passed,  viz  :  to  deliver  up  criminals  who  could  not  be 
tried  here.  My  view  of  the  act  is  also  confirmed  by  some  high  American  au- 
thorities who  have  been  referred  to.  The  learned  judge  here  referred  to  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  a  speech  of  the  Hon.  J.  Marshall,  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Nash's  case,  (5  Wheaton's  Reports, 
appendix :) 

"The  well-considered  opinion  of  the  American  government  is,  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  nation  at  sea  is  personal,  reaching  its  <  own  citizens  only,'  and 
that  this  is  the  appropriate  part  of  each  nation  on  that  element." 

"A  pirate,  under  the  law  of  nations,  is  an  enemy  of  the  human  race.  Being 
the  enemy  of  all,  he  is  liable  to  be  punished  by  all.    Any  act  which  denotes 
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tliis  nniYerBal  hostility  is  an  act  of  piracy.  Not  only  an  actual  robbery,  there- 
fore, but  cmising  on  the  high  seas  without  commission,  and  with  intent  to  rob, 
is  piracy.  This  is  an  offence  against  all  and  every  nation,  and  is  therefore  alike 
punishable  by  all.  But  an  offence  which  in  its  nature  affects  only  a  particular 
nation  is  only  punishable  by  that  nation.  A  statute  may  make  any  offence 
piracy,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nation  passing  the  statute,  and 
such  offence  will  be  punishable  by  that  nation.  But  piracy  under  the  law  of 
nations,  which  alone  is  punishable  by  all  nations,  can  only  consist  in  an  act 
which  is  an  offence  against  all.  No  particular  nation  can  increase  or  diminish 
the  list  of  offences  thus  punishable." 

So  the  able  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Nelson,  in  the  case  of  Li  re  Eaine,  (14 
Howard's  American  Reports,  137:) 

'  "  The  two  nations  agree  that  upon  mutual  requisition  by  them,  or  their  officers 
or  authorities,  respectively  made,  t.  c,  on  a  requisition  made  by  either  one  gov- 
ernment, or  by  its  ministers  or  officers  properly  authorized,  upon  the  other,  the 
government  upon  whom  the  demand  is  thus  made  shall  deliver  up  to  justice  all 
persons  charged  with  the  crimes  as  provided  in  the  treaty  who  shall  have  sought 
an  asylum  within  iier  territories.  In  other  words,  on  a  demand  made  by  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain  upon  this  government,  it  shall  deliver  up  the  fugitive ; 
and  so  in  respect  to  a  demand  by  the  authorities  of  this  government  upon  her. 
This  is  the  exact  stipulation  entered  into  when  plainly  interpreted.  It  is  a 
compact  between  the  two  nations  in  respect  to  a  matter  of  national  concern — 
the  punishment  of  criminal  offenders  against  their  laws — and  where  the  guilty 
party  could  be  tried  and  punished  only  within  the  jurisdiction  whose  laws  have 
been  violated." 

The  Chief  Justice  Taney  and  the  other  judges  referred  to  this  judgment  as 
eontaining  an  exposition  of  the  law  on  which  they  based  their  own  judgments, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  statute  only  applies  in  cases  where  justice  can  only  be 
obtained  by  means  of  extradition.  It  is  difficult  to  see  tliat  two  great  maritime 
nations  would  have  given  up  the  power  of  punishing  pirates  whenever  they  were 
caught.  Take  the  case  of  a  pirate  taking  an  American,  an  English,  and  a  French 
vessel  on  the  same  day  in  some  of  those  distant  seas  where  pirates  abound.  Why 
should  not  the  courts  of  either  of  the  three  countries  in  which  the  pirates  might 
be  found  do  justice  upon  them?  It  is  said  that  we  must  trust  to  Uie  discretion 
of  the  other  state  that  it  will  not  demand  extradition  in  cases  where  it  is  unrea- 
sonable to  do  so.  But  that  is  very  dangerous  doctrine,  to  which  I  cannot  sub- 
scribe ;  and  I  think  it  is  far  more  wise  to  construe  the  act  in  such  a  way,  if  we 
can,  as  to  exclude  cases  in  which  the  demand  would  be  unreasonable.  At  first 
sight  it  certainly  occurred  to  me  that  the  word  **  piracy"  in  its  primary  sense 
was  against  my  reading  of  the  statute;  but  that  was  answered  by  Mr.  Janies  in 
his  able  argument,  for  he  stated  that  there  were  some  species  of  piracy  by  the 
municipal  law  of  America  not  piracy  by  our  law.  [This  part  of  the  subject  will 
be  found  elaborately  expounded  in  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Shee.]  It  was 
said  by  Mr.  Lushington  that  the  jurisdiction  would  depend  upon  whether  the 
ship  was  the  ship  of  one  nation  or  of  another,  but  that  can  hardly  be  so.  It  is 
an  offence  against  all  nations.  The  pirates  are  not  English  pirates  or  American 
pirates,  but  pirates  against  all  nations.  The  principal  argument  in  support  of 
the  committal  was  founded  upon  the  fact  that  the  ship  was  American,  and  it  was 
argued  that  therefore  the  case  was,  in  some  peculiar  way,  within  American  juris- 
diction. But  I  doubt  that.  [This  part  of  the  case  will  be  found  to  be  dealt  with 
fully  by  Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.]  The  piracy — ^if  piracy — was  not  altered  in 
character  because  committed  in  the  ship  itself  which  was  seized.  Suppose  the 
prisoners  had  been  in  a  ship  of  their  own,  and  sunk  the  other,  without  ever  going 
into  it  ?  It  would  be  the  same  offence,  and  equally,  in  both  cases,  it  would  be 
within  the  common  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  all  nations.  And  it  does  not 
appear  to  me,  tiierefore,  that  it  could  be  said  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
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United  States  more  than  of  anj  other  country.  Nor  can  I  Bee  that  in  thifl 
statute  the  two  states  have  given  up  their  jurisdiction  to  try  pirates  whenever 
they  can  take  them.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  case  is  not  within  the  statute, 
and  that  the  prisoners  are  entitled  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.  I  concur  with  my  learned  brethren  in  thinking  that 
the  prisoners  must  be  discharged.  I  think  that  the  statute  is  applicable  only  to 
cases  of  crimes  committed  within  the  jturisdiction  of  one  of  the  states,  and  not 
of  the  other ;  and  that  it  does  not  apply  to  crimes  committed  equally  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  both.  I  think  this  is  clear,  whether  we  look  to  the  terms  of  the 
act  or  to  its  obvious  object.  The  main  argument  in  favor  of  the  opposite  view 
is  founded  upon  the  force  of  the  word  "pu^cy,"  which,  it  is  urged,  in  its  primary 
sense  means  piracy  jure  gentium^  and  so  must  applv  to  cases  within  the  juris- 
diction of  both  countries,  and  no  doubt  it  would  include  such  piracy  if  it  stood 
alone ;  but  then  there  are  the  words  <'  committed  within  the  juiiediction  of  one 
of  the  contracting  states,"  which  run  through  the  act  and  are  its  governing  words. 
The  question  is  not  of  territorial  jurisdiction,  but  of  piracy,  which  is  quite  differ- 
ent. In  Kent's  Commentaries  I  find  it  written.  **  It  is  of  no  importance,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  jurisdiction,  on  whom  or  where  the  piratical  offence  has  been 
committed ;  the  pirate  who  is  one  by  the  law  of  nations  may  be  tried  and  punished 
in  any  country  ui  which  he  is  found.  Statutes  in  one  country  may  declare  an 
offence  committed  on  board  of  one  of  its  own  vessels  to  be  piracy,  and  such  an 
offence  may  be  punishable  exclusively  by  the  nation  which  passed  the  statute ; 
but  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations  is  an  offence  against  all  nations,  and  punisha- 
ble by  all."  Such  is  the  law  as  laid  down  by  that  great  American  authority, 
and  so  it  is  laid  down  by  our  own  authorities ;  and  the  treaty  must  be  supposed 
to  have  been  entered  into  with  a  full  knowledge  of  it.  Why,  then,  should  piracy 
by  the  law  of  nations  be  deemed  within  the  jurisdiction  peculiarly  of  one  of  the 
two  states  ?  It  would  be  so  if  it  were  piracy  only  by  its  own  municipal  law. 
The  American  citizen  who  has  done  an  act  declared  to  be  piracy  by  American 
statutes  would  be  within  American  jurisdiction,  and  the  English  subject  who  baa 
done  an  act  which  was  declared  piracy  by  an  English  statute  would  be  within 
English  jurisdiction ;  and  such  piracy,  no  doubt,  would  be  within  the  treaty,  and 
America  would  give  up  an  English  subject  who  had  committed  piracy  by  Eng- 
lish law,  and  England  would  give  up  American  subjects  who  had  committed 
piracy  by  American  law.  But  the  roan  who  has  committed  y^x9x,j  jure  gentium 
is  equally  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either  country,  and  peculiarly  in  the  juris- 
diction of  neither,  and  so  is  not  within  the  meaning  or  the  mischief  of  the  statute. 
It  is  true  there  may  be  cases  in  which  it  may  be  more  convenient  that  the  pris- 
oners should  be  tried  in  one  country  than  in  another,  but  this  is  a  question  not 
of  convenience  but  of  jurisdiction.  If  the  case  is  anything  it  is  piracy  ,^e  gen- 
tium.  As  to  the  evidence,  its  effect  would  be  for  the  jury ;  but  though  the  Con- 
federate States  are  not  recognized  as  independent,  they  are  recognized  as  a  bel- 
ligerent power,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  parties  really  acting  on  their 
behalf  would  be  justified.  But  the  case  is  either  one  of  piracy  by  the  law  of 
nations — ^in  which  case  the  men  cannot  be  given  up,  because  they  can  be  tried 
here--or  it  is  a  case  of  an  act  of  warfare,  in  which  case  they  cannot  be  tried  at 
all ;  and  as  they  are  now  detained  for  the  purpose  of  their  b^ng  delivered  up  to 
the  American  government  they  are  entitled  to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Justice  Sheb.  We  have  had  the  advantage  in  this  case  of  hearing  two 
arguments,  one  on  the  motion  for  the  rule,  and  another  on  the  motion  for  the 
discharge  of  the  prisoners,  and  I  have  referred  to  and  considered  the  cases  which 
have  been  cited,  and  which  were  the  same  as  on  tho  former  occasion.  The  crime 
with  which  the  prisoners  are  charged  as  described  in  the  return,  and  as  appears 
on  the  depositions,  is  piracy,  a  crime  of  pre-eminent  enormity,  and  which,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  is  punishable  wherever  the  offender  may  be  found.  It  is 
'   not,  in  my  opinion,  the  crime  for  which,  under  the  name  of  piracy,  extiaditioQ 
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is  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  Augost,  1842 ;  the  provisions  of  that 
treaty  were  not  needed  for,  nor  are  thej,  as  it  appears  to  me,  applicable  to,  its 
repression.     The  treaty  provides  that  persons  charged  with  having  committed 
the  crimes  of  murder,  piracy,  (not  piracy  on  the  high  seas,)  arson,  robbery,  or 
foigery,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  seeking  an  asylum  in 
or  found  in  the  territories  of  our  sovereign,  shall,  on  the  requisition  of  the  United 
States,  be  delivered  up  to  justice.    The  object  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty, 
as  appears  from  its  provisions,  and  from  the  title  and  enacting  clauses  of  the  6  th 
and  7th  of  Victoria,  cap.  76,  which  gave  effect  to  it,  was  to  legalize  the  appre- 
hension, within  the  territories  of  the  Queen,  of  persons  charged  with  the  com- 
mission of  the  crimes  mentioned  in  the  treaty  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  their  surrender  to  that  jurisdiction.     The 
persons  whose  apprehension  and  extradition  are  contracted  for  -by  the  treaty 
and  authorized  by  the  act  of  Parliament  are  persons  "  fugitive  "  from  the  justice 
of  the  United  States,  and  **  seeking  an  asylum  "  that  is  (but  for  the  treaty  and 
the  act  of  Parliament)  safe  in  the  asylum  of  the  territories  of  our  Queen,  be- 
cause not  liable  to  be  arraigned  before  her  tribunals.    The  words  "  surrender," 
"  deliver  up  to  justice,"  mean  deliver  from  an  asylum  or  place  of  safety  up  to 
justice,  that  is,  to  the  ministers  of  justice  of  the  United  States,  by  whose  courts 
only,  on  the  persons  charged  with  the  crimes  imputed,  justice  can  be  done. 
Read  with  reference  to  the  declared  object  of  the  treaty  and  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, and  by  the  light  which  the  words  "  fugitive,"  "  seeking  an  asylum," 
"  surrender,"  .**  deliver  up  to  justice,"  afford,  the  words  "within  the  jurisdiction" 
must,  as  I  think,  mean  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
and  cannot  be  held  to  extend  to  crimes  not  within  any  jurisdiction  exclusively, 
but  justiciable  wherever  the  person  charged  with  having  committed  them  may 
be  found.      It  is  injurious  to  suppose  that  a  state  should,  in  a  public  treaty, 
admit  the  possibility  of  its  unwillingness  or  inability  to  do  justice  by  binding 
itself  to  surrender  to  the  justice  of  another  state  persons  charged  with  the  com- 
mission of  crimes  which  it  would  be  the  duty  of  both  to  punish,  and  over  which 
both  would  have  jurisdiction.    Had  this  b^n  intended,  provision  would  surely 
have  been  made  for  the  case  of  justice  by  acquittal  or  conviction  having  been 
done  by  one  state  before  cognizance  of  the  crime  taken  by  the  other — for  pleas 
of  autrefois  convict,  or  autrefois  acquit — ^familiar  in  this  case  to  the  jurisprudence 
of  both  states,  and  for  proof  by  the  record  of  conviction  or  acquittal — that 
the  crime  for  which  the  offender  had  been  in  jeopardy  was  the  crime  for  which 
extradition  was  claimed.    But  the  treaty  and  the  act  of  Parliament  contain  no 
such  provisions,  though  stipulations  for  the  extradition  of  criminals  had  been 
long  in  force  between  the  two  governments,  and  the  meaning  of  the  words 
*'  within  the  jurisdiction"  had  been  the  subject  of  serious  discussion  between 
them.    Upon  the  words,  therefore,  of  the  treaty,  and  the  act  of  Parliament 
alone,  I  should  have  been  prepared  to  hold  that  the  words  ''  within  the  juris- 
diction "  mean  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  state  requiring  the  ex- 
tradition.    We  have  been  invited,  however,  to  consider — and  I  think  we  must 
consider — ^the  state  of  the  Jaw  as  respects  piratical  offences  before  the  date  of 
the  treaty,  in  order  the  more  satisfactorily  to  determine  to  what  extent  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  would  take  effect  if  the  word  '*  exclusive  "  were  added 
to  the  words  •*  within  the  jurisdiction,"  that  is,  first,  within  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  as  respects  the  place  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted ;    secondly,  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  as 
tespects  the  person  by  whom  the  offence  was  committed.    It  will  be  seen,  I 
think,  on  reference  to  the  legislation  of  the  United  States  before  and  at  the  time 
the  treaty  waa  signed,  that  consistently  with  that  legislation  the  words  ''  within 
tbe  jurisdiction  "  in  both  of  these  meanings  may  have,  as  respects  offences  of  a 
piratical  character,  a  very  extensive  range,  without  the  crime  of  piracy*  on  the 
Aigb  sea&    The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gave  power  to  the  Oongresa 


58  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

to  define,  among  other  crimes,  the  crime  of  piracy.  It  was  inherent  in  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  as  respects  the  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
to  designate  as  piracy,  and  punish  as  piracy,  crimes  committed  within  its  juris- 
diction which  were  not  thus  piracy  on  the  high  seas,  not  piracy  by  the  law  of 
nations.  The  act  of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  April,  1790,  provides  **  that  if 
any  person  shall  commit  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  river,  haven,  basin,  or 
bay  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  state,  murder  or  robbery,  or  any 
other  offence  which,  if  committed  within  the  body  of  a  country,  would  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  be  punishable  with  death  ;  or  if  any  captain  or  mari- 
ner of  any  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  piratically  and  feloniously  run  away  with 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  goods  or  merchandise  to  the  value  of  $50,  or  yield 
up  such  ship  voluntarily  to  any  pirate ;  or  if  any  seaman  shall  lay  violent  hands 
on  his  commander,  thereby  to  hinder  and  prevent  his  fighting  in  defence  of  his 
ship  or  goods  committed  to  his  trust,  or  shall  make  a  revolt  in  the  ship  ;  every 
such  offender  shall  be  deemed,  taken,  and  adjudged  to  be  a  pirate  and  a  felon, 
and  being  thereof  convicted  shall  suffer  death.  And  that  if  any  citizen  shall 
commit  any  piracy  or  robbery  aforesaid,  or  any  act  of  hostility  against  the 
United  States  or  any  citizen  thereof  upon  the  high  seas,  under  color  of  any 
commission  from  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  on  pretence  of  authority  from 
any  person,  such  offender  shall,  notwithstanding  the  pretence  of  any  such 
authority,  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be  a  pirate,  felon,  and  robber,  and, 
on  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  death."  These  provisions,  most  of 
which  are  with  little  more  than  verbal  alteration  taken  from  our  own  statute- 
book,  include,  as  respects  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  persons  owing 
temporary  allegiance  to  them  in  return  for  the  protection  of  themselves,  not 
only  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations,  but,  as  respects  citizens,  offences  also  which 
are  piracy  because  the  municipal  lawgivers  have  chosen  so  to  call  them.  By 
an  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1819,  chap.  75,  sec.  5,  it  was  enacted  that  if 
any  person  on  the  high  seas  should  commit  the  crime  of  piracy,  as  defined  by 
the  law  of  nations,  he  should,  on  conviction  thereof,  suffer  death.  By  an  act 
of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  May,  1820,  it  was  enacted  that  any  person  who 
should  upon  the  high  seas  or  in  any  open  roadstead,  (which  has  been  held  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  be  upon  the  high  seas,)  or  in  any 
haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any  river  where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  commit  the 
crim^  of  robbery  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  upon  any  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  lading  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged 
to  be  a  pirate,  and,  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer  death.  And  if  any 
person  engaged  in  a  piratical  cruise  or  enterprise,  or  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  piratical  ship  or  vessel,  shall  land  from  such  ship  or  vessel, 
and  on  shore  shall  commit  such  robbery,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate, 
and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  suffer  death."  It  thus  appears  that  the  legis- 
lature of  the  United  States,  in  framing  municipal  laws  for  the  repression  of 
offences  of  a  piratical  character,  has  always  kept  in  view  and  made  special  men- 
tion of  "piracy  on  the  high  seas,"  grouping  with  it,  however,  a  large  class  of 
offences  which  bear  a  strong  family  resemblance  to  it,  within  the  territorial 
jurisdiction,  but  which  are  not  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations,  viz  :  "robbery  in 
any  river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  State 
of  the  United  States,  upon  any  vessel  or  upon  the  lading  or  ship's  company  of 
any  vessel  in  any  open  roadstead,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any  river  where 
the  sea  ebbs  and  flows."  On  land  if  the  robbery  be  committed  by  persons  en- 
gaged in  a  piratical  cruise  or  enterprise,  or  being  of  the  ship's  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  piratical  ship  or  vessel,  who  shall  land  from  such  ship  or  vessel, 
and  on  shore  commit  such  robbery,  many  of  the  crimes  thus  defined,  though 
included  in  a  list  at  the  head  of  which  is  "  piracy  on  the  high  seas,"  and  classed 
with  it  as  equal  in  guilt  and  deserving  of  equal  punishment,  differ  from  it  in 
the  essential  particular  that  they  are  not  committed  on  the  high  seas,  but  withia 
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tbe  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  and  beinff  committed  within 
Ae  territorial  or  personal  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  they  are  thus  offences 
not  against  oar  laws,  (though  we  have  laws  to  the  same  effect,)  but  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Regard  being  had  to  this  legislation,  which  must 
Lave  been  in  full  view  of  the  American  minister  who  negotiated  this  treaty,  it 
10  a  remarkable  feature  of  the  treaty,  tending  strongly  to  show  that  "  within  the 
jurisdiction  "  means  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction,  territorial  or  personal,  of 
the  United  States,  that,  though  "  piracy  "  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  and,  as  if  to  avoid  all  cavil  as  to  its  meaning,  "  robbery  " 
are  mentioned,  piracy  on  the  high  seas — piracy  by  the  law  of  nations — ^has.been 
omitted.  For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  true  reading  of  the  words 
••  within  the  jurisdiction  "  is  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  state  re- 
quiring extradition. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justicb.  I  wish  to  add  that  one  of  the  grounds  of  the 
conclusions  to  which  I  came  was,  that  if  we  are  to  construe  the  statute  as  apply- 
ing only  to  cases  of  exclusive  jurisdiction,  this  consequence  would  follow,  that 
wherever  an  English  subject  has  committed  in  America  a  crime  for  which  he 
could  be  tried  there,  although  he  could  also  be  ti*ied  here,  he  could  not  be  given 
up.  I  do  not  think  the  legislature  could  have  contemplated  a  result  so  mis- 
chievous. However,  as  the  majority  of  the  court  are  of  an  opposite  opinion, 
the  prisoner  must  be  discharged. 

The  master  of  the  crown  office  (Mr.  Norton)  stated  that  an  order  would  at 
once  be  made  out  for  their  discharge.  They  appeared  greatly  relieved  by  the 
result,  which  may  b^  readily  conceived  when  it  is  stated  that  simple  piracy  is 
capital  in  America,  though  it  is  not  so  in  this  country.  The  pirates  lately 
executed  were  tried  foi  murder. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  964.]  Department  OP  State, 

Washington^  Jifky  28,  1864. 

SiK :  I  have  a  special  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  despatch 
of  May  13,  No.  692,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  recent  debate  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  parliamentary  reform. 

The  friends  of  the  system  of  self-government  everywhere  may  well  rejoice  in 
the  indications  furnished  by  this  debate,  of  progress  in  Great  Britain  towards 
universal  sufirage.  To  the  United  States  that  progress  is  an  assurance  that  in 
the  future  trials  of  our  system  it  will  have  the  advantage,  if  not  of  sympathv, 
at  least  ^f  toleration,  throughout  the  British  empire.  We  have  so  far  succeeded 
in  the  present  trial  without  this  advantage,  but  the  want  of  it  has  been 
severely  felt. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

CuABLfis  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  966.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  May  13,  No.  657.    The  President 
is  especially  gratified  by  the  information  that,  Without  having  yet  received  my 
Ute  instructions  concerning  the  Florida,  yon  have  addressed  a  well-considered 
remonstrance  to  her  Majesty's  government. 
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The  Niagara  wOl  go  to  Europe  on  Wedneeday  next,  and  she  will  be  followed, 
if  necessary,  by  additional  naval  force.  We  have  adopted  this  policy  not 
alone  on  accoant  of  the  naval  expeditions  with  which  we  are  threatened  from 
British  ports,  but  also  because  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  entirely  satis- 
factory assurances  from  the  French  government  respecting  the  piratical  vessels 
which  Arman,  the  ship-builder  at  Bordeaux,  is  notoriously  preparing  for  the 
insurgent  service.  Judicious  correspondents  now  express  a  belief  that  the 
French  government  will  follow  the  British  government  in  its  measures  concern- 
ing the  toleration  of  naval  expeditions  against  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  know  that  you  can  do  anything  new  to  prevent  such  expeditions, 
but  it  may  not  be  unwise  to  impress  upon  Earl  Russell's  mind  that  the  United 
States  are  not  less  earnest  on  this  subject  now  than  they  were  last  year,  when 
we  remonstrated  so  strongly  agaiiist  the  outcoming  of  me  vessels  which  have 
since  that  time  been  detained  at  Liairds'  ship-yards. 

I  see,  but  no  longer  with  surprise  or  with  profound  concern,  that  the  British 
press  and  some  British  statesmen  have  once  more  fallen  into  the  habit  of 
assuming  that  our  war  for  the  Union  has  failed,  and  that  an  inglorious  end  of  it 
is  at  hand.  I  confess  that  we  are  looking  for  very  different  results  of  the 
campaign.  But  whatever  the  events  of  that  campaign  may  be,  there  has  never 
been  less  reason  than  there  is  now  to  suppose  that  the  United  States  will  {aXL 
either  to  maintain  their  integrity  against  insurgents  or  to  defend  themselves 
against  foreign  enemies. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Oharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  969.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  12th  instant, 
No.  686,  and  its  accompaniments  relative  to  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade.     I  cordially  assent  to  the  proposition  of  Earl  Russell  therein  men- 
tioned. 

I  give  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  papers  respecting  the  ArgueUes  case. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


THE  EXTRADITION  OF  COLONEL  AROUBLLBS. 

Officud  Papfn, 

The  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  instant  communicated  to  the 
Senate,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  that  body,  the  following  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  accompanying  documents : 

Mr,  Seward  to  the  President, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  30,  1864. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  28th  instant  requesting  the  President  to  inform  that  body,  "  if  he  shall 
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not  deem  it  incompatible  with  tHe  public  interest,  whether  he  has,  and  when, . 
authorized  a  person,  alleged  to  have  committed  a  crime  against  Spain  or  any 
of  its  dependencies,  to  be  delivered  up  to  officers  of  that  government;  and 
whether  such  delivery  was  had ;  and,  if  so,  under  what  authority  of  law  or  of 
treaty  it  was  done,"  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  a  copy  of  the 
papers  which  are  on  file  or  on  record  in  this  department  relative  to  the  subject 
of  the  resolution. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  the  African  slave  trade  is 
declared  to  be  piracy.  By  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1842  with  Great 
Britain,  it  is  stipulated  that,  "  Whereas,  notwithstanding  all  efforts  which  may 
be  made  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  the  facilities  for 
carrying  on  that  traffic,  and  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  cruisers,  by  the  fraudulent 
use  of  flags  and  other  means,  are  so  great,  and  the  temptations  for  pursuing  it, 
while  a  market  can  be  found  for  slaves,  so  strong,  as  that  the  desirea  result  may 
be  long  delayed,  unless  all  markets  be  shut  against  the  purchase  of  African 
negroes,  the  parties  to  this  treaty  agree  that  they  will  unite  in  all  becoming 
representations  and  remonstrances  with  any  and  all  powers  within  whose 
dominions  such  markets  are  allowed  to  exist,  and  that  they  will  urge  upon  all 
such  powers  the  propriety  and  duty  of  closing  such  markets  effectudly  at  once 
and  forever." 

There  being  no  treaty  of  extradition  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
nor  any  act  of  Congress  directing  how  fugitives  from  justice  in  Spanish  domin- 
ions shall  be  delivered  up,  the  extradition  in  the  case  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  is  understood  by  this  department  to  have  been  made  in  virtue 
of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Although  there  is  a  conflict  of  authorities  concerning  the  expediency  of  exer- 
cising comity  towards  a  foreign  government  by  surrendering;  at  its  request,  one  > 
of  its  own  subjects  charged  with  the  commission  of  crime  within  its  territory, 
and  although  it  may  be  conceded  that  there  is  no  national  obligation  to  make 
such  a  surrender  upon  a  demand  therefor,  unless  it  is  acknowledged  by  treaty 
or  by  statute  law,  yet  a  nation  is  never  bound  to  furnish  asylum  to  dangerous 
criminals  who  are  offenders  against  the  human  race,  and  it  is  believed  that  if,  in 
any  case,  the  comity  could  with  propriety  be  practiced,  the  one  which  is  under- 
8t(M)d  to  have  called  forth  the  resolution  furnished  a  just  occasion  for  its  exercise. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

To  the  President. 


CORRBSPONDBNGB. 
Mr,  Savrng^  to  Mr*  Setoard* 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  November  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  Over  one  thousand  African  negroes  were  brought  to  this  city  a  few 

days  since.     It  is  reported  that  they  were  landed  &om  a  steamship  (whose  name 

and  nationality  are  unknown)  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cardenas,   or  Sagua. 

Yery  prominent  and  wealthy  persons  are  said  to  be  implicated  in  this  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVAGE, 

Vice  Consul  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

The  steamer  was  not  captured.    It  is  believed  that  she  went  to  Kassan  after 
landing  the  negroes. — ^T.  S.  v 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Ljfons, 

Department  op  State, 
Woihingtan,  November  28,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  It  appears,  from  information  this  day  received  from  the  consul 
general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  that  over  one  thousand  African  negroes 
were  recently  brought  to  that  citj.  It  is  reported  that  they  were  landed  from 
a  steamship,  whose  name  and  nationality  are  unknown,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cardenas,  or  Sagua,  and  that  t^ty  prominent  and  wealthy  persons  are  said  to 
be  implicated  in  the  business.  The  steamer  was  not  captured.  It  is  believed 
that  she  went  to  Nassau  after  landing  the  negroes.  This  intelligence  haB  been 
communicated  to  the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4«.,  4^..  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  L$on$, 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  November  28,  1863. 
My  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  I  have  taken  the  President's  instructions  upon  the 
suggestion,  communicated  in  your  note  of  October  15,  of  Earl  Russell  concern- 
ing a  joint  or  concurrent  appeal  to  be  addressed  to  the  government  of  Spain  for 
an  amendment  of  her  law  which  tolerates  the  bondage  of  imported  Africans 
landed  in  Cuba  after  they  have  become  in  form  the  property  of  an  owner  of  an 
estate  in  that  island.  If  Earl  Russell,  with  his  large  experience  of  this  evil 
and  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  correction  of  it,  will  prepare  the  draught  of 
such  a  communication  ai}  he  shall  think  may  properly  be  addressed  to  the 
Spanish  cabinet,  the  President  will,  with  great  pleasure,  authorize  me  to  com- 
municate with  the  Spanish  government  in  the  same  sense  and  spirit  with  those 
which  shall  be  adopted  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government.  I  shall  be 
thankful  if  you  will  inform  Earl  Russell  that  the  President  appreciates  very 
highly  the  liberal  and  humane  sentiments  which  have  inspired  the  suggestion  to 
which  I  have  thus  replied. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord  Lyons,  very  truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAR;D. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc„  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr*  Seward, 

Washington,  February  4,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  did  nch;  fail  to  forward  to  Lord  Russell  a  copy  of  the  letter 
of  the  28th  November  last,  in  which  vou  did  me  the  honor  to  inform  me  that  if 
his  lordship  would  prepare  the  draugnt  of  such  a  communication  as  might,  in 
his  opinion,  properly  be  addressed  to  the  Spanish  cabinet,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
cure an  amendment  of  the  laws  affecting  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  Guba» 
the  President  of  the  United  States  would  authorize  you  to  communicate  with 
the  government  of  Spain  in  the  same  sense  and  spirit  with  those  adopted  by  her 
Majesty's  government. 

Lord  Russell  has  desired  me  to  thank  you  for  taking  the  President's  inatmc- 
tions  on  this  matter  at  a  time  when  other  pressing  affairs  must  have  occupied  the 
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attention  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  He  has  also  authorized  me  to  commanicate 
to  you  the  enclosed  copies  of  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Madrid, 
and  of  a  note  in  which,  in  execution  of  instructions  from  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, that  minister  has  pointed  out  to  the  government  of  Spain  the  measures 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government,  are  required  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Cubcm  slave  trade. 

Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  doubt  that  a  similar  representation  addressed 
to  the  government  of  Spain  bv  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid  would  have 
great  weight  with  the  Spanish  cabinet,  and  they  would  learn  with  much  satis- 
raction  that  the  United  States  Representative  had  been  directed  to  make  a  com- 
monication  to  the  Spanish  minister  for  foreign  afiPairs  in  the  same  sense  as  that 
iDadel)y  her  Majesty's  minister  in  the  note  of  which  a  copy  accompanies  this 
letter. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  S^.,  dec. 


[Enclosurefi  ] 


The  present  captain  general  of  Cuba  has  acted  in  good  faith  in  carrying  out 
the  treaty  obligations  of  Spain  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
Spanish  government  appears  to  have  hitherto  approved  the  proceedings  of  that 
officer.  The  result  has  oeen  that  the  number  of  slaves  introduced  into  Cuba 
within  the  twelve  months  ended  the  30th  of  last  September  is  estimated  at  from 
seven  to  eight  thousand,  as  compared  with  eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  the  number  introduced  in  the  corresponding  twelve  months  of  the 
preceding  year. 

This  diminution  in  the  Cuban  slave  traffic  would  be  satisfactory  if  it  were  not 
that  it  is  mainly  owing  to  the  exertions  of  one  individual  alone.  General  Dulce, 
the  present  captain  general  of  Cuba,  who,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  is  liable  to 
be  removed  at  any  moment,  when,  in  all  probability,  the  traffic  would  again 
resume  its  wonted  vigor. 

Greneral  Dulce  complains  bitterly  of  the  want  of  sufficient  power  conferred 
upon  him,  and  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  provisions  of  the  Spanish  penal  code 
for  suppressing  the  Cuban  slave  trade  ;  and  if  an  officer  so  well  disposed  as  is 
the  present  captain  general  of  Cuba  finds  it  impossible  to  put  a  stop  to  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  Cuba,  it  may  easily  be  inferred  that  a  less  honorable 
officer  would  find  ample  excuses  for  the  non-performance  of  his  duties  in  this 
respect. 

In  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave  trade  in  Cuba,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
Spanish  government  should  take  steps  for  amending  the  laws  prohibiting  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  island.  The  existing  laws  are  admitted  by  the 
Spanish  authorities  to  be  insufficient  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  framed, 
and,  until  they  are  amended,  the  sincerity  and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment will  be  liable  to  be  called  in  question. 

The  4th  and  13th  articles  of  the  penal  code  only  serve  as  a  protection  to  the 
slave  dealers.  The  former  of  these  articles  prohibits  the  seizure  by  the  au- 
thorities of  any  newly  imported  slaves,  no  matter  how  notorious  may  have  been 
the  violation  of  the  Spanish  laws  in  introducing  the  negroes,  if  once  the  slaves 
have  been  conveyed  to  a  property  or  plantation  in  the  island. 

The  Idth  article,  on  the  other  hand,  provides  that  the  legal  punishment  of 
slave  dealers  and  their  accomplices  can  only  be  inflicted  in  virtue  of  a  sentence 
of  tlM^ «« Royal  Andiencia  Pretorial ;"  but  in  consequence  of  nearly  the  whole  of 
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the  population  of  Cuba,  as  well  as  the  Bubordinate  authoritiet,  being  more  or 
less  mixed  up  and  interested  in  the  slave  trade,  it  is  impossible  to  procure  eri* 
dence  to  convict  the  parties  engaged  in  this  traffic,  and  this  article  remains, 
therefore,  entirely  inoperative. 

Eleven  hundred  slaves  have,  as  is  well  known  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  been  recently  seized  ^y  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  after  they 
had  been  successfully  landed  and  conveyed  to  a  plantation  in  that  island.  At- 
tempts will  doubtless  be  made  to  procure  their  restitution  on  the  ground  that 
they  have  been  illegally  seized  by  the  captain^ general;  but  if  one  of  these 
negroes  is  given  up  to  the  slave  dealers,  either*  bv  the  orders  of  the  Spanish 
government  or  by  the  decision  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  her  Majesty's  government 
trusts  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  unite  with  her  Majesty's 
government  in  addressing  a  serious  remonstrance  on  the  subject  to  the  Spanish 
government. 

February  4, 1864. 


Madrid,  December  16,  1863. 

M.  LB  Min'rb  :  In  conformity  with  the  wish  expressed  by  your  excellency 
in  the  conversation  which  I  had  the  honor  of  holding  with  you  on  the  14th 
instant  upon  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  I  proceed  to  par- 
ticularize, in  writing,  those  measures  to  which  I  allude  as  being,  in  the  opinion  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  calculated  to  put  a  final  stop  to  that  deplorable  traffic, 
the  adoption  of  which  measures  I  am  instructed  to  press  upon  her  Catholic 
Miyesty's  government. 

As  I  hiul  the  honor  of  stating  to  your  excellency,  the  government  of  the 
Queen,  my  mistress,  have  learned  with  extreme  satisfaction,  from  the  official 
reports  of  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Havana,  that  a  considerable  diminution  in  the 
number  of  negroes  illegally  imported  into  Cuba  within  the  year  ending  the  5th 
of  September  last  has  taken  place  as  compared  with  former  years,  and  also  that 
a  well-judeed  amelioration  in  the  treatment  of  those  legally  held  in  slavery 
Acre  has  been  encouraged  by  the  authorities  of  her  Catholic  Majesty — a  meas- 
ure, as  her  Majesty's  consul  remarks,  which  has  happily  combined  a  regard  for 
humanity  and  a  sensible  increase  in  the  productiveness  of  the  plantations  in 
which  it  has  been  adopted. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  pleasure  in  recognizing  the  good  will  and 
activity  displayed  by  the  present  captain  general  of  Cuba,  as  weU  as  the  meas- 
ure of  his  success,  in  checking  the  stave  tnide.  It  appears,  however,  that  such 
are  the  temptations  to  unprincipled  individuals  to  introduce  slaves  into  Cuba, 
and  such  the  facilities  still  affi)rded  to  them  by  the  defects  of  certain  parts  of  the 
Spanish  laws  regarding  the  subject,  that  without  some  modifications  in  these, 
his  well-meant  efforts  must  continue  to  fall  short  of  their  intended  object. 

The  measures  to  which  her  Majesty's  government  would  call  your  excellency's 
attention  are: 

1st.  An  enactment  declaring  slave  trade  to  be  piracy.  This  is  a  measure 
which  has  been  adopted  by  many  nations,  including  tnose  possessing  large 
numbers  of  slaves.  Its  success  has  been  signal  in  checking  the  slave  trade  in 
countries  where  it  most  prevailed.  It  has  mainly  contributed  to  firee  Brazil 
from  the  stigma  attaching  to  this  inhuman  traffic,  and  that  without  any  injury 
to  her  productiveness  or  material  prosperity.  Her  Majesty's  government  are 
not  aware  of  any  sound  argument  which  can  be  alleged  against  this  measure. 

2d.  A  modification  of  the  9th  and  Idth  articles  of  the  Spanish  penal  code  in 
force  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

According  to  the  former  of  these  articles,  the  authorities  cannot  seize  imported 
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negroea  when  once  they  have  been  conveyed  to  a  property  or  plantation,  how- 
ever notorious  the  &ct  of  such  vioUition  of  the  law  having  been  committed  may 
be. 

According  to  the  latter,  the  legal  punishment  of  slave  traders  and  their  ac- 
eomplices  can  only  be  inflicted  in  virtue  of  a  sentence  by  the  Eoyal  Audencia 
Pretorial.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  difficulty  of  producing  evidence  be- 
fore this  court  is  so  great,  that  proof  to  convict  those  accused  of  such  charges  is 
seldom,  if  ever,  obtained,  however  morally  convinced  the  ruling  authorities  may  be 
of  their  guilt.  It  is  true  that  the  captain  general  has  power  to  remove  officers  of 
whose  delinquency  he  feels  certain,  and  it  is  true  that  the  present  Captain 
General  Dulce,  his  predecessor,  the  Duke  de  la  Torre,  and  others,  tiave  exer- 
dsed  this  power  in  regard  to  certain  flagrant  cases ;  but  how  much  more  effective 
as  regards  public  opinion,  how  much  more  satisfactory  to  her  Catholic  Majesty's 
government  would  it  be,  that  such  punishment  and  degradation  should  result 
nom  a  legal   conviction,  rather  than  frOm  the  exercise  of  a  discretional  power. 

I  believe  that  in  stating  that  the  experience  of  the  Duke  de  la  Torre,  as  well 
as  that  of  General  Dulce,  have  causea  them  to  coincide  in  the  opinion  that  the 
adoption  of  both  the  measures  to  which  I  have  above  adverted  would  be  ex- 
pedient and  necessaiy  for  the  final  extirpation  of  the  slave  trade  in  Cuba.  I 
am  not  overstepping  the  truth  in  bringing,  however,  these  measures  under  your 
excellency's  attention.  I  feel  confident  that  they  will  be  submitted  to  the 
enlightened  examination  due  to  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  great  end  they  are 
meant  to  forward,  and  also  with  the  most  friendly  disposition  on  your  excel- 
lency's part  to  set  at  rest  forever  a  serious  and  painful  matter  of  discussion  be- 
tween the  governments  of  Great  Biitain  and  Spain. 

I  avail,  &C.9  &c. 
•  J.  F.  CRAMPTON. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  db  Miraflorbs,  Sfc,  Sfc. 


Madrid,  December  16,  1863. 

My  Lord:  In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  lordship's 
despatch  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  did  not  fail  to  express  to  the  Marquis  de  Mira- 
flores  the  gratification  of  her  Majesty's  government  at  the  diminution  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  the  amelioration  in  the  treatment  of  slaves  in  Cuba,  reported 
by  her  Majesty's  acting  consul  general  in  his  despatch  to  your  lordship  of 
September  30. 

I  said  Jhat  it  was  satisfactory  to  know  that  these  improvements  resulted  from 
the  determination  of  the  present  captain  general ;  and  on  the  Marquis  de  Mira- 
flores  replying  that  General  Dulce,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  had  acted,  had 
faithfully  carried  out  the  wishes  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government,  I  ob- 
served that,  such  being  the  case,  I  could  feel  no  doubt  that  his  excellency 
would  take  into  serious  consideration  two  measures,  which  appeared  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  and,  indeed,  to  all  persons  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
were  wanting  to  enable  that  officer,  who  does  not  lack  the  will,  to  put  a  stop  at 
once  to  the  importation  of  slaves  into  Cuba,  and  to  realize  a  wish  which  his 
excellency  had  so  often  concurred  with  me  in  expressing,  that  the  serious  and 
painful  question  which  was  continually  recurring  between  the  two  governments 
m  regard  to  this  matter  should  be  forever  set  at  rest. 

The  two  measures  I  alluded  to  were,  I  said :  Ist.  An  enactment  declaring 
the  slave  tmde  to  be  piracy ;  2d.  The  modification  of  the  penal  code  in  force  in 
Cuba,  and  particularly  of  the  9th  and  13th  articles. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  measures,  I  observed  that  its  efficacy  had 
been  shown  in  the  case  of  Brazil,  and  no  reasonable  objection  had  ever  beeo 
alleged  against  it  by  the  Spanish  government. 
5  c  • 
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With  Tespect  to  the  second,  the  9th  and  13th  artides  of  the  code  acted  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  slave  traders,  and  defeated  the  intention  of  the  law  and  the  well- 
intended  efforts  of  the  Spanish  superior  authorities.  The  Marquis  of  Miraflores 
promised  that  he  would  take  these  matters  into  consideration,  and  assured  me 
uat  good  will  on  his  part  would  not  he  found  wanting  to  do  all  that  was 
possible  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave  trade. 

As  I  had  rrferred  to  particular  articles  of  the  penal  code,  he  requested  me  to 
address  him  a  note,  in  which  they  should  be  particularized,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  able  at  once  to  direct  his  attention  to  the  points  to  which  her  Majesty's 
government  alluded. 

I  have  consequently,  in  the  note  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy, 
pointed  out  to  the  Marquis  de  Miraflores  the  effect  of  the  articles  9  and  13  of  the 
code,  which  are  clearly  stated  in  Mr.  Crawford's  report  No.  12,  of  September  30, 
1861,  enclosed  in  your  lordship's  of  that  year. 
I  have,  &c., 


Earl  BubSBLL. 


J.  F.  CRAMPTON. 


Lord  Lfftma  to  Mr,  Sttomrd, 

Washington,  February  4,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  hastened  to  communicate  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  note  dated 
the  21st  instant,  (28th  November  last,)  in  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  inform 
me  that  you  had  learned  from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Havana  that 
more  than  one  thousand  recently  imported  African  negroes  had  been  brought  toi 
that  city. 

Her  Majestv's  government  had  already  received  intelligence  of  a  steam 
vessel  having  left  &e  African  coast  with  a  cargo  of  upwards  of  1,100  slaves  oa 
board,  and  idso  of  these  slaves  having  been  landed  in  Guba.  They  have  since 
been  informed  by  her  Majesty's  consul  general  at  Havana  that  eleven  hundred 
and  five  of  the  newly  imported  slaves  have  been  seized  by  the  captain  general 
of  Cuba. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  not  at  present  acquainted  with  the  particulars 
relative  to  the  vessel  from  which  the  slaves  were  landed,  but  they  will  take 
measures  to  discover,  if  nossible,  the  name  of  the  vessel  and  ^e  parties  implicated 
in  her  proceedings,  and  they  will  be  verv  much  obliged  if  the  government  of 
the  United  States  will  communicate  to  them  any  inn>rmation  on  the  subject 
which  the  United  States  authorities  may  be  able  to  furnish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd,  ^v.,  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sawgt, 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

WdihingUm,  February  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  despatches  from  No.  1 16  to  118,  both  inclusive,  have  been  received. 
Referring  to  your  despatch  No.  110,  relating  to  the  landing  of  certain  negroes 
from  Africa,  I  have  now  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Lyons, 
from  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  government  of  Great  Britain  desires 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  name  of  the  vessel  and  the  parties  implicated 
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in  ber  proceedings.    Tou  will  have  the  goodness,  therefore,  to  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain sneb  further  information  as  yon  can,  and  communicate  it  to  this  department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 
Auutant  Secretary, 
Thomas  Savaob,  Esq., 

United  States  Vice  Comui  Oeneral,  Havana. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Koemer. 

Departmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  February  6,  1864. 

SiH  :  Bj  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  the  9th  of  August, 
1842,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  it  is  stipulated  that  the 
parties  will  unite  in  all  becoming  representations  and  remonstrances  with  any 
and  all  powers  within  whose  dominions  such  markets  (for  African  negroes)  are 
allowed  to  exist,  and  that  they  will  urge  upon  all  such  powers  the  propriety  and 
duty  of  closing  such  markets  effectual^  at  once  and  forever. 

Spain  is  bcSieved  to  be  the  onlv  Christian  state  in  whose  dominions  African 
negroes  are  now  introduced  as  slaves.  She  has  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
stipulattng  for  the  suppression  of  that  traffic.  The  instrument  was  concluded 
at  a  time  and  under  circumstances  which,  as  it  seems  to  us,  imposed  a  peculiar 
weight  of  moral  obligation  on  Spain  to  see  that  her  stipulations  were  carried 
into  full  effect.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  just  expectations  of  the 
British  government  in  that  respect  have  been  signally  disappointed.  This  has, 
no  doubt,  been  mostly  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  great  part  of  the  public  revenue 
of  Spain  has  hitherto  been  derived  from  Cuba,  the  prosperity  of  which  island 
has  in  some  quarters  been  erroneously  supposed  to  depend  upon  a  continued 
supply  of  imported  slave  labor.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  source  of  the  dis- 
regard by  Cuban  slave-dealers  of  the  humane  policy  of  the  home  government,  and 
the  alleged  inefficiency  at  times  of  the  colonial  authorities. 

We  have  no  treaty  with  Spain  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  but  as  the 
aws  of  the  United  States  characterized  it  as  piracy  long  before  our  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  above  referred  to,  we  think  ourselves  entitled  to  consider  that 
trade  an  offence  against  public  law,  so  far  as  to  warrant  our  faithful  compliance 
with  the  stipulation  contained  in  that  treaty.  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of 
an  informal  note  on  this  subject,  of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  me  by  Lord 
Lyons,  and  of  the  papers  to  which  it  refers.  From  these  it  appears  that  though 
the  number  of  Africans  introduced  into  Cuba  is  diminishing,  yet  that  the  muni- 
cipal laws  in  force  there  require  amendment  before  a  stoppage  of  the  traffic  can 
be  expected.  The  peculiar  relations  of  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  with  reference 
to  this  topic,  may  justify  to  the  full  extent  the  text  of  the  note  of  Sir  John 
Orampton  to  the  Marquis  of  Miraflores.  The  relations  of  the  United  States  to 
Spain,  however,  are  of  a  different  character,  but  the  President  authorizes  and 
directs  you  to  address  a  communication  in  general  terms  to  the  Spanish  minister 
for  foreign  affiiirs  setting  forth  the  treaty  stipulations  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  on  this  subject,  and  stating  that  it  would  afford  the  utmost 
satisfaction  in  this  country  if  any  obstacles  existing  in  Cuba  to  the  complete 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  should  be  removed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 

GusTAVOS  KoBRNBU,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  8fc,,  4v.,  Madrid. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  L$ou$. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  6,  1864. 

My  Dear  Lord  Lyons:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Tonr  note  of  the  4th  instant,  communicating  the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  her 
Majesty's  minister  at  Madrid,  and  of  a  note  framed  under  the  instructions  of  her 
Majesty's  ^vemment,  pointing  out  to  the  govemment  of  Spain  the  measure! 
which,  in  uie  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  gOYemment,  are  required  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Cuhan  slaYe  trade. 

In  reply,  I  haYe  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  conformity  with  the  sug* 
eestion  contained  in  your  note,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid  has 
been  instructed  to  address  to  the  Spanish  minister  for  foreign  affairs  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  same  sense  as  that  made  by  her  Majesty's  minister  in  the  note 
above  referred  to. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord  Lyons,  Yery  truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  tfc,,  Sfc„  Sfc, 

F.  S. — I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instruction  to  Mr.  Koemer. 


Mr,  Koemer  to  Mr,  Seward* 
[Extract] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  February  28,  1864. 
•  •  •  •  • 

Some  time  preYious  to  the  receipt  of  your  last,  Sir  John  Grampton  had  called 
upon  roe,  and.  had  explained  the  grounds  and  the  object  of  the  remonstrances 
which  his  goYemment  had  felt  itself  compelled  to  make  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment respecting  certain  failures  in  the  proper  execution  of  treaty  stip^ations 
existing  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  as  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
tra^e.  He  also  informed  me  of  the  President's  promises  to  support  the  British 
reclamation,  according  to  the  Washington  treaty.  Subsequent  to  the  receipt  of 
your  despatch  upon  that  subject,  I  had  another  interview  with  Sir  John,  in 
which  he  informed  me  of  the  conversation  and  the  correspondence  which  he  had 
already  had  with  the  minister  of  state  on  the  question,  and  of  his  prospects  of 
success. 

In  pursuance  of  your  despatch,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Sefior  Arrasola» 
the  minister  of  state,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.    I  have  also 
furnished  a  copy  to  Sir  John.  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GUSTAVUS  KOERNER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wcuhingtan, 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  February  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  subject  of  suppressing  the  inhuman  African  slave  trade  has  been 
one  of  deep  anxiety  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  from  the  tune  of  its 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDElSrCE.  69 

fbmidatioii.  Tbe  TJiiited  States  bave  been  among  the  first  of  nations,  if  not  tbe 
first,  that  baye  denounced  this  tra£Sc  in  human  beings  as  piracy,  and  have 
visited  their  own  citizens  implicated  in  it  with  the  severest  penalties.  At  very 
heavy  pecuniary  sacrifices,  and  at  the  risk  of  the  lives  of  their  own  naval  officers 
and  seamen,  they  bave  for  more  than  twenty  years  supported  a  squadron  on 
the  western  coast  of  Africa,  in  a  most  destructive  climate,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  successful  carrying  on  of  this  nefarious  trade.  They  have,  with  a  like  view, 
entered  into  stipulations  with  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  the  year  1842,  contained 
in  what  Is  callea  the  treaty  of  Washington,  tbe  9th  article  of  which  is  as  follows : 

(Here  follows  the  article  entire.) 

The  attention  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  lately  been  directed 
to  certain  difficulties  ^hich  have  presented  themselves,  and  which  appear  to 
prevent  a  complete  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  colonial  possessions  of 
ner  Catholic  Majesty,  and  more  especially  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  which  difficul* 
ties  do  not  arise  from  any  desire  of  the  Spanish  colonial  authorities  to  favor  the 
said  trade.  It  is  well  known  that  the  efforts  made  by  the  captain  general  of 
that  island  correspond  entirely  to  the  wise  and  humane  policy  which  the  home 
government  of  her  Catholic  Mwesty  has  adopted  in  regard  to  the  subject  in 
question,  and  which  is  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  President  and  the  people 
ofthe  United  States. 

The  difficulties  spoken  of  seem  to  be  inherent  in  the  laws  and  regulations  m 
existence,  which  are  supposed  to  give  room  to  interpretations  by  which  their 
force  may  be  evaded. 

In  view  of  the  general  policy  of  the  United  States,  which  looks  upon  the 
African  slave  trade  as  an  offence  against  the  public  law  of  nations,  and  has  de- 
nounced it  as  piracy;  in  view,  also,  of  the  treaty  stipulations  existing  between 
them  and  the  government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  instructed  me  to  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  her  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty's government  to  this  subject,  and  to  suggest  such  a  revision  of  the  existing 
laws  and  regulations  concerning  the  unlawful  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
island  of  Cuba  as  will  best  accomplish  the  object  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment had  in  view  when  those  laws  and  regulations  were  enacted. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  assure  your  excellency  that  these 
suggestions  arise  firom  Uie  purest  motives,  and  would  not  have  been  made  unless 
the  President  had  considered  the  very  friendly  and  cordial  relations  existing 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  as  justifying  this  application,  and  had  he 
not  been  bound  to  another  friendly  nation  by  engagements  which  it  is  his  duty 
as  well  as  his  pleasure  lib  carry  out  faithfully. 

It  is  almost  equally  unnecessary  for  me  to  inform  your  excellency  that  it 
would  afford  the  utmost  satis&ction  to  the  President  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  if  any  obstacles  existing  in  the  island  of  Cuba  to  the  complete 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  should.be  removed  by  the  considerate 
action  of  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 

The  undersigned  takes  great  pleasure  to  assure,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

GUSTAVUS  KOEBNEE. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Don  L.  Arrazola, 

Minuter  of  Slate  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 


Mr,  Savage  to  Mr,  F,  W,  Seward. 

Unitbd  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  March  5,  1864. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  despatch  of  the  5th  ultimo,  accompanying  a  copy  of  a 
note  bom  Lcord  Lyons  of  the  precedmg  date,  I  have  to  state  that,  notwith. 
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staDding  the  most  diligent  inquiries  among  my  friends,  I  hare  been  nnable  to 
ascertain  the  name  of  the  steamer  that  brought  the  large  lot  of  African  negroes 
(upwards  of  a  thousand)  captured  bj  the  Spanish  auUiorities.  These  negroes 
were  landed  in  the  district  of  Colon,  on  the  south  side  of  this  island.  The 
Steamer  had  been  originally  English,  came  from  England  to  Cadiz,  where  she 
was  put  under  Spanish  colors,  fitted  out  for  the  slave  trade,  and  cleared  osten- 
sibly for  a  lawful  Yoyage  to  Fernando  Po,  a  Spanish  island  on  the  coast  of 
Africa. 

The  negroes  were  captured  on  shore  by  the  lieutenant  goTemor  of  the 
district,  and  I  am  confidentially  informed  that  the  steamer  proceeded  again  to 
Africa  for  another  load  of  the  same  kind,  the  necessary  stores  haying  been 

E laced  on  board  immediately  on  the  discharge  of  her  cargo.  It  is  said  that 
)on  Julian  Zulueta,  Don  Salvador  Sania,  Marquis  of  Marianao,  the  brigadier 
Garcia  Munoz,  and  other  prominent  persons,  among  whom  General  Concha  is 
mentioned,  were  interested  m  that  expedition. 

Several  slave  expeditions  have  been  landed  for  the  same  partf  es,  but  two 
besides  the  above  have  been  captured,  one  of  about  six  hundred  negroes,  and 
the  other  of  about  two  hundred,  most  of  the  cargo  of  this  latter  having  been 
landed,  and  the  vessel  conveying  them  has  the  appearance  of  being  English- 
built.  Don  Jos^  Carreras,  a  partner  of  Mr.  S.  Sania,  has  been  for  some  time 
gast  in  confinement,  charged  with  being  implicated  in  these  violations  of  law. 
hould  any  ftirther  trustworthy  information  reach  me  I  will  not  fail  to  transmit 
it  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVAGE, 

Vice  Conml  General. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewabd, 

Assistant  Secretary  qfStaUt  Washington^  D.  C 


Mr,  Seward  (o  Lord  Lyons,  * 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  11,  1864. 

Hy  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  4th  ultimo,  respecting  the  arrival 
in  Havana  of  a  thousand  imported  negroes,  in  which  the  desire  of  her  Majesty's 
government  for  any  information  on  the  subject  is  signified,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  5th  instant  from  the  United  States  consul 
general  at  tnat  port  which  relates  to  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  Sfc,  S^c. 


Mr.  Saooffe  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Consulate  General  op  the  U.  S.  op  America, 

Havana,  March  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  returned  from  an  interview  had  with  the  captain  general  by 
bis  request,  the  object  of  which  was  to  ascertain  if  the  United  States  authorities 
can  return  to  this  island  the  person  of  an  officer  of  the  Spanish  army  named 
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Don  Joe^  Agutin  ArgnelleB,  who  is  beUered  to  be  in  New  York.  This  officer 
vas,  in  Noyember  last,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  district  of  Colon,  in  this 
island,  that  effected  the  capture  of  the  large  expedition  of  African  negroes 
reported  hy  me  to  the  department  on  the  20th  of  Noyember  last,  despatch  No. 
107.  The  goyemment  was  highly  pleased  with  his  zeal,  and  paid  him  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  for  his  share  of  the  prize  money  usually  allowed  to  captors  of 
such  expeditions.  The  officer  subsequently  obtained  a  leave  of  absence  of 
twenty  mys,  upon  his  representation  that  the  object  of  his  journey  to  New  York 
was  to  purchase  the  Spanish  journal  there  published,  called  La  Gronica,  has  not 
returned,  and  since  his  departure  it  has  oeen  discovered  that  he  and  other 
officers  of  the  district  of  Colon  retained  and  sold  into  slavery  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  of  the  negroes  captured  by  them.  Some  of  these  negroes  were  sold  at 
seven  hundred  dollars,  and  others  at  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  each. 

The  superior  court  of  the  island,  having  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  such 
causes,  has  taken  cognizance  of  this  case,  and  requires  the  presentation  of  Don 
Jos^  Agustin  ArgueUes  before  it,  to  insure  the  prompt  liberation  of  these  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  victims.  The  captain  general  gave  me  to  understand 
that  without  Arguelles's  presence  it  would  be  very  difficult,  and  at  all  events 
it  would  require  a  long  time,  to  attain  that  humane  object.  His  excellency 
pronounced  Arguelles  to  be  a  scoundrel,  worse  than  a  thief  or  highwayman, 
inasmuch  as  he  took  advantage  of  his  position  as  the  local  authoiity  to  commit 
that  outrage,  with  little  risk  to  himself. 

I  told  the  captain  general  that  in  the  absence  of  an  extradition  treaty  between 
the  two  governments,  or  of  any  law,  public  or  municipal,  authorizing  the  rendi- 
tion, our  government  could  not'  grant  the  request,  but  promised  to  lay  the 
matter  in  this  confidential  way  l^fore  you,  which  he  desired  me  to  do  by  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

I  beg  of  you  to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  advise  me  at  an  early  day  of 
your  views  thereupon. 

I  have  ^e  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVAGE, 

Vice  Consul  General, 

Hon.  WiLLfAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  StaUf  Washington. 


Mr.  IfatMfa  to  Mr.  Smoard. 

Lbgation  of  Spain  in  Washington, 

Washington,  April  5,  1864. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  received  information  of  the  arrival  in  this  country  of  an 
officer  of  the  Spanish  army,  named  Don  Jps^  Agustin  Arguelles,  escaped  from 
the  island  of  Cuba,  under  the  charge  of  having  sold  negroes  into  slavery. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  seem  to  be  as  follows:  The  above-named 
officer  was,  in  November  last,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  district  of  Colon,  and 
effected,  whilst  in  this  capacity,  the  seizure  of  a  large  expedition  of  African 
negroes.  The  government,  pleased  with  his  zeal,  paid  him  a  large  sum  as  his 
share  of  the  prize  money  usually  allowed  to  the  captors  of  such  expeditions. 
The  officer  subsequently  obtained  a  leave  of  absence  of  twenty  days  to  proceed 
to  New  York,  upon  representing  that  the  object  of  his  journey  was  to  purchase 
a  Spanish  journal  published  in  that  city,  but  since  his  departure  it  has  been 
discovered  that  he  and  other  officers  of  the  district  of  Colon  retained  and  sold 
into  slavery  one  hundred  and  forty-one  of  the  negroes  captured  by  them.    The 
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superior  court  of  the  island,  having  exclosire  jurisdiction  over  such  causes,  has 
taken  cognizance  of  this  case,  and  requires  the  presence  of  Argnelles  before  it 
to  insure  the  prompt  liberation  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-one  victimfl. 
Without  such  presentation  it  would  be  very  difficult,  and  at  all  events  it  would 
require  a  long  time,  to  attain  that  humane  object. 

The  undersigned  is  well  aware  that  no  extradition  treaty  exists  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  in  virtue  of  which  the  sunrender  of  Arguelles  to  the 
authorities  of  Ouba  might  be  obtained.  Yet  considering  the  gross  and  scandal- 
ous outrage  which  has  been  committed,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  humanity  at 
stake  in  the  prompt  resolution  of  this  matter,  he  has  not  hesitated  in  submitting 
the  case  in  this  confidential  way  to  the  consideration  of  the  United  States 
government,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  an  incident  so  exceptional  could  not 
be  met  with  exceptional  measures. 

The  undersiffned  has  been  the  more  induced  to  take  this  step,  that  he  has 
good  reason  to  believe  a  similar  application  to  have  been  made  abo  in  a  oonfi- 
dttitial  form  by  the  captain  general  of  Cuba. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSABA, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.F,  W,  Seward  to  Mr.  Satmgi. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  136  has  been  received,  in  which  you  call  attention 
to  the  case  of  Don  Jos^  Agustin  Arguelles.  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you 
that  if  the  captain  general  will  send  to  New  York  a  suitable  officer,  steps  will, 
if  possible,  be  taken  to  place  in  his  charge  the  above-named  individual  for  the 
purpose  indicated  in  your  despatch.  You  will  immediately  communicate  the 
purport  of  this  instruction,  in  confidence,  to  the  captain  general. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  W.  SEWAKD, 
^  Ajssisiant  Secretary. 

Thomas  Savage,  Esq., 

Vice  Consul  General  of  the  United  States,  Havana. 


Mr.  Stward  lo  Mr.  ^umrtu 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  confidential  communication  of  the 
5th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  consul  general  of  the 
United  States  at  Havana  has  been  instructed  to  state  to  his  excellency  the 
captain  general  of  Cuba,  that  if  a  suitable  officer  be  sent  to  New  York,  such 
steps  as  may  be  proper  will  be  taken  to  place  in  his  charge,  for  the  purpose 
indited  in  your  note,  the  Spanish  officer  Don  Josd  Agustin  Arguelles. 
Be  pleased  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
8^or  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara, 

^.f  SfC.,  ^.9  Washington. 
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Mr*  8mt^  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Consulate  Gbnbral  of  United  States  of  America, 

Havana,  April  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the 
department,  Nos.  70  to  77,  both  inclusive.  I  also  received  yesterday  the 
despatch  No.  79,  signed  by  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary,  and  imme- 
diately communicated  the  purport  thereof,  in  confidence,  to  the  captain  general. 
He  had  likewise  a  despatch  from  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington,  advising 
him  of  the  interview  he  had  had  with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  rendition  of  the 
Spanish  officer,  Don  Jos^  Arguelles.  His  excellency  was  very  much  pleased, 
and  very  warmly  expressed  his  thanks  to  me  for  the  promptness  with  which  I 
had  attended  to  his  request  in  this  matter.  He  read  me  the  Spanish  minister's 
letter,  and  said  that  he  would  send  la  proper  officer  to  perform  the  service,  who 
win  probably  proceed  to  New  York  by  the  steamer  Columbia  on  Monday  next, 
and,  on  arrival,  immediately  repair  to  Washington  and  place  himself  under  the 
direction  of  the  Spanish  minister. 

In  this  connexion  I  deem  it  proper  to  make  known  to  you  that  the  captain 
general  is  under  the  impression  that  Arguelles  will  be  surrendered  as  accused 
of  crime,  to  be  subjected  to  trial  here,  in  which  case,  fVom  what  I  can  learn,  he 
will  certainly  be  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  chain-gang,  which  will  be  the 
fate  of  the  curate  of  Colon  and  three  or  four  others  who  were  accomplices,  aiders, 
and  abettors  of  Arguelles  in  the  nefarious  business.  I  did  not  say  anything  to 
his  excellency  to  the  contrary,  not  feeling  authorized  to  do  so. 

The  one  hundred  and  fortv-one  negroes  sold  into  slavery  by  Arguelles,  as 
alleged,  were  represented  by  him  and  his  accomplices  as  having  died  of  disease 
after  landing,  and  the  curate  of  Colon  is  charged  with  having  made  a  new 
register  of  deaths,  wherein  those  supposed  deaths  were  inserted.  This  new 
register  supplanted  the  regular  one,  which  the  captain  general  says  Arguelles 
took  away,  and  now  has  in  his  possession.  Conclusive  evidence  of  this  faQt  is 
before  the  court. 

I  have  the  honor 'to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVAG-E, 

Vice  Ckmsul  General. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington.  ^ 


[Translation.] 
^Smpreme  eimU  gov€mm»tU  oftke  ever-faUi^ul  blamd  of  CmbOj  poUtietU  department, 

Havana,  April  26, 1864. 

Yo€R  Excellency  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  dated  15th  instant, 

(No.  19,)  I  have  to  say  to  you  that  it  is  convenient 

D.  Aristides  de  Swital^    that  the  individual  mentioned  in  your  aforesaid  com- 

SSTdewteSi^!  "*   munication,  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  reply,  be 

DULCB.       placed  on  board  the  vessel  coining  immediately  to  this 

place,  and  the  persons  who  are  pointed  out  in  the 

maigtn  of  this  letter  will  take  charge  of  him. 

I  ask  yoo  to  make  known  to  his  excellency,  Secretary  Seward,  how  mnch  I 
thank  him  for  his  co-operation  in  this  affiadr,  because  by  it  he  assists  the  exposure 
and  punishment  of  a  crime  totally  distinct  ^m  any  political  matter,  the  result 
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of  which  win  be  diat  more  than  two  hundred  human  beings  who  are  groaning 
in  slayery  will  owe  to  his  exeellencj  the  reooyery  of  their  freedom. 

God  save  your  excellency  many  years. 

DOM'O  DULCE. 

His  Excellency  the  Ministbb  op  Spain  at  WoMhingUm. 


[TraDslation.] 
8u]prmm$  civil  gofHrwmaU  of  tk$  eoer'fait^fml  hUmd  of  Cwha, 

Office  op  Secretary  Political, 

Havana,  May  19,  18^4. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  :  My  aide-de-camp,  with  the  person  expected, 
arriyed  in  the  steamer  Eagle.  I  request  your  excellency  to  render  thanks  in 
my  name  to  Mr.  Seward  for  the  senrice  which  he  has  rendered  to  humanity  by 
furnishing  the  medium  through  which  a  great  number  of  human  beings  will 
obtain  their  freedom,  whom  the  desertion  of  .the  person  referred  to  would  have 
reduced  to  slavery.  His  presence  alone  in  this  island  a  very  few  hours  has 
given  liberty  to  eighty-six. 

I  also  render  thanks  to  your  excellency  for  the  efficiency  of  your  action. 
God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years ! 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Spain  at  Washington. 


Mr,  Savage  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract] 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  May  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  my  temporary  illness  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the 

steamship  EiEiffle  from  this  port  for  New  York,  I  was  unable  to  inform  yon  of 

the  arrival  in  Havana,  per  same  steamer  frt>m  New  York,  of  the  late  lieutenant 

governor  of  Colon,  Josd  Aeustin  Arguelles.    He  arrived  here  at  about  eight 

o'clock  at  night,  accompanied  by  the  captain  generars  agent  and  two  United 

States  deputy  marshals.     He  was  immeaiately  lodged  in  jail,  and  was  next 

morning  conveyed  to  Moro  Castle,  where  he  still  remains.    Various  rumors 

were  put  in  circulation  on  his  arrival,  which  created  considerable  excitement. 

One  rumor  obtained  great  circulation,  that  he  had  been  kidnapped  from  New 

York,  and  that  the  captain  general  intended  to  condemn  him  to  tne  chain-gang. 
•  •••••••• 

THOMAS  SAVAGE, 

Vice  Consnl  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  972.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  31,  1864. 
Sir:  The  Senate  is  giving  its  final  revision  to  the  bill,  which  has  already 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  raising  internal  revenue.    The  spint 
of  the  whole  Congress  with  regard  to  taxation  is  excellent    The  House  of 
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Bepresentaiiyefl  is  endeavoring  to  complete  the  bill  for  regulating  the  enrrencj, 
ana  there  is  eo  £ur  a  eoncorrence  of  views  of  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature 
in  regard  to  the  principles  to  be  adopted  in  revising  the  tariff  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, that  I  think  we  may  soon  expect  a  satisfactory  result  in  that  respect 

Major  General  Oanby  is  vigorously  reorganizing  the  forces  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  a  view  to  new  operations. 

Major  Greneral  Sherman,  finding  the  insurgents  under  Johnston  strongly  forti- 
fied at  Altoona,  made  a  detour  to  the  right  with  a  design  to  pass  that  place. 
Johnston  went  out  and  met  General  Sherman  near  Dallas,  and  was  driven  back 
with  very  severe  lose  to  the  insurgents,  and  without  efifectually  checking  Sher- 
man's advance.  He  proposes  to  reach  the  railroad  again  between  Altoona  and 
Atlanta. 

General  Lee,  on  retiring  firom  Spottsylvania,  took  up  and  fortified  a  very  ad- 
vantageous position  near  Hanover  Junction,  south  of  the  North  Anna,  and 
Genend  Grant  thereupon  again  cast  away  his  base,  which  was  then  at  Port 
Royal,  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  finding  a  passage  east  of  Lee's  new  position, 
threw  his  whole  forces  across  the  Pamunkey  river  near  Hanover  town,  and  when 
last  heard  from  the  army  stood  in  order  of  battle,  three  miles  south  of  the  last 
named  river,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  York  river.  This  new  position  was  gained 
with  no  other  conflict  than  a  successful  cavalry  engagement.  At  that  place  he 
has  been  joined  by  the  portion  of  the  command  of  General  Butler  which  could  be 
spared  without  exposing  the  position  we  have  hitherto  held  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, on  the  James  river  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  This  re-enforce- 
ment from  Butler's  army  was  effected  by  means  of  steam  navigation  down  the 
James  and  up  the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers.  Thus  all  the  contending  forces 
are  within  a  circuit  of  twenty  miles  around  Richmond. 

Major  Greneral  Hunter  has  succeeded  General  Sigel  in  command  of  the 
auxiliary  forces,  whose  field  of  operation  is  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  and 
Western  Virginia.  Movements  are  in  progress  there  which,  if  successful,  will 
materially  aid  the  operations  of  the  lieutenant  general  before  Richmond.  I 
have  heretofore  mentioned  the  re-enforcements  which  were  sent  to  him.  These 
re-enforcem«it8  have  been  augmented.  All  the  wounded,  all  the  prisoners,  and 
an  the  unnecessary  impedimenta  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  have  been  sent 
away  by  General  Grant  The  passing  week  may  be  expected  to  be  filled  with 
hnportant  events. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charlbs  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^v. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  704.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London,  June  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  Despatches  have  been  received  numbered  from  944  to  947  inclusive* 
Likewise  a  tel^ram  from  New  York,  via  Grookhaven,  dated  the  18th  of  May, 
rekting  to  the  spurious  proclamation  of  the  President^  which  appeared  in  the 
World  and  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Colonel  Lloyd  Aspinwall,  who  brought  the  telegram  in  the  steamer,  was  kind 
enough  also  to  fumiui  me  with  the  latest  telegrams  received  in  New  York  from 
the  government  down  to'  the  hour  of  sailing.  I  also  received,  by  mail,  letters 
from  the  collector  and  the  postmaster  of  New  York,  both  of  them  putting  me  on 
ny  guard  as  to  the  nature  of  that  extraordinary  proceeding. 

The  energy  thus  displayed  in  preventing  any  possible  effects  from  such  an 
imposture  on  this  side  of  Uie  Atlantic  is  very  cheering.    On  my  gide,  I  took 
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immediate  measures  to  communicate  tbe  information  so  received  to  the  newspa- 
pers in  season  to  appear  simultaneooslj  with  the  customary  telegrams.  Hap- 
pily, however,  those  telegrams  had  already  been  drawn  up  under  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  so  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  official  interposition.  As  a  con- 
sequence, if  any  effe  t  licre  was  anticipated  by  the  manumcture  of  this  fraud, 
the  operators  must  have  been  completely  disappointed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C 


Mr,  Adami  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  705.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  felt  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  careful  and  thorough  survey  of 
the  military  situation  in  your  despatch.  No.  946,  of  the  17th  of  May.  It  came 
most  opportunely  to  rectify  the  unfavorable  impressions  made  by  the  public 
telegram  that  reached  this  country  simultaneously. 

I  am  informed  that  at  no  time  during  the  period  of  the  struggle  has  the  ex- 
citement in  the  Commons  ran  so  high  about  it  as  during  the  last  week  on  the 
occasion  of  the  successive  arrival  of  the  news  by  the  steamers  on  Tuesday  and 
Friday.  The  first  of  them  i^nnouncing  General  Grant's  successes,  coming  as 
it  did  upon  a  fully  established  conviction  that  he  had  been  defeated  and  driven 
back,  created  as  profound  a  disappointment  as  the  event  at  Grettysburg  did  last 
year.  The  second,  as  it  appeared  greatly  to  qualify  the  preceding  account* 
was  hailed  with  a  corresponaing  degree  of  exultation.  The  hopes  are  now 
nearly  as  high  as  they  were  before.  The  intelligence  expected  by  the  steamtf 
now  due  is  awaited  with  corresponding  impatience,  under  the  idea  that  the  in- 
terval of  three  days  may  have  determined  tne  question. 

Pending  this  result,  Mr.  Lindsay  has  thought  it  proper  to  postpone  his  mo- 
tion for  recognition,  which  he  had  assigned  for  to-morrow,  to  the  17th  of  the 
month.  It  is  plain  that  he  keeps  it  along  in  the  hope  of  the  happening  of  some 
event  which  might  enable  him  to  push  it  in  at  a  moment  of  sudden  excitement, 
with  some  prospect  of  carrying  it  at  once.  It  is  only  in  some  such  way  that 
anything  could  possibly  be  done  with  it.  The  fact  that  the  sympathies  of  the 
migoritv  lean  in  that  direction  cannot  be  doubted.  Whether  they  can  be 
counted  upon  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  the  desired  result  is  another  ques- 
tion. It  would,  at  least,  require  a  complete  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  gov 
emment  forces  to  render  it  probable. 

In  view  of  possibilities,  it  would  be  well  that  I  should,  for  the  present,  be 
placed  in  possession  of  the  latest  possible  authentic  information,  in  order  that  I 
might  have  it  in  mv  power  promptly  to  correct  false  rumors.  One  of  the  con- 
trivances of  the  rebel  emissaries  is  always  to  have  from  Baltimore  some  private 
telegram,  later  than  the  latest,  which  communicates  things  that  never  happened. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  (f  StaU,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  706.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Jtme  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  connexion  with  your  despatdi  to  me,  No.  834,  oi  the  6th  of  Febru- 
ary, and  my  No.  608  to  you,  of  the  3d  of  March,  I  now  have  the  honor  to 


DIPLOBUlTIC  cobbespokdence*  77 

transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  BosselPfl  note  to  me,  of  the  19th  of  May,  respecthig  the 
steamer  Will-o'-the-Wisp.    I  think  I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers  some  later  no- 
tice of  her  movements  as  a  blockade  runner  from  Bermuda. 
1  have  the  honor  to  boi  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


FoREiQif  Office,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  Ae  22d  of  February  last,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  I  am  informed  by  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  colo- 
nies that  it  appears  from  reports  which  have  been  received  from  the  governor 
of  Bermuda  that  the  steamer  WiU-o'-the-Wisp  had  left  that  port  without  having 
done  any  illegal  act  so  far  as  is  known,  or  havmg  given  cause  for  any  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,*^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  707.]  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

London,  June  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  of  mine  addressed  to 
Lord  Russell,  dated,  respectively,  the  23d  and  28th  of  May,  and  covering  a  num- 
ber  of  depositions  relating  to  enlistments  for  the  rebel  vessels.  His  lordship's  has 
as  yet  sent  me  an  acknowledgment  of  the  earlier  one  only.  His  attention  is 
now  so  much  engrossed  by  the  proceedings  of  the  conference,  this  correspondence 
with  me,  usually  rather  brisk,  languishes. 
Copies  of  all  the  papers  are  annexed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.    ' 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


[Encloflnrefl.] 


1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell,  May  23,  1864. 

2.  Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen,  May  20,  1864. 

3.  Deposition  of  John  Fleming,  May  20,  1864. 

4.  Deposition  of  Bernard  Cassidy,  May  20,  1864. 

5.  Deposition  of  W.  Rawlison,  May  20i  1864. 

6.  Deposition  of  John  Davies,  May  21,  1864. 

7.  Deposition  of  Matt  McMullan,  May  21, 1864. 

8.  Deposition  of  John  McOluskey,  )  ^  jg^^^ 
Deposition  of  Patnck  Brady,       J       ^ 

9.  Deposition  of  W.  Rawlison,  May  23,  1864. 
10.  Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen,  May  23,  1864. 
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11.  Deposition  of  M.  KcMallan,  May  23,  1864. 

12.  Lord  RasBell  to  Mr.  Adams,  May  26,  1864. 

13.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Rassell,  May  28,  1864. 

14.  Deposition  of  Patrick  Bhanly,  May  25,  1864. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Ru$$eU. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  23,  1864. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  to  your  consideration  a  number  of  ad- 
ditional depositions,  all  going  to  show  the  continuance  of  the  practice  of  enlist- 
ments  of  British  subjects  by  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States  and  their  agents 
within  this  kingdom. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  ^.,  4^^.,  Sfc. 


Depoiiiion  tf  Maurice  Brtem, 

I,  Maurice  Breen,  of  William's  Place,  William  street,  Liverpool,  fireman,  make 
oath  and  say  as  follows :  I  am  a  British  subject.  On  Saturday  last.  May  14, 1  was 
at  home,  and  a  fireman  named  John  Fleming  came  to  me,  and  told  me  that  he  had 
made  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Campbell  to  go  a  voyage,  and  that  he  had  mentioned 
me  to  Mr.  Campbell  as  likely  to  go  ;  accordingly  I  went  with  him  to  Mr.  Camp- 
belVs  house,  No.  28  Regent  street;  Mr.  Campbell  has  a  clothing  shop  there.  It 
is  a  kind  of  a  private  shop  in  an  inner  room.  There  Mr.  Campbell  asked  me  if 
I  knew  the  agreement ;  I  said  no,  but  I  will  know.  He  then  told  me  I  was  to 
get  seven  pounds  per  month,  and  ten  pounds  in  hand,  and  half  pay  to  be  left 
behind — that  is,  paid  here.  Out  of  the  <€10  in  hand  he  was  to  deduct  c£2  for  him- 
self, he  to  pay  all  expenses  of  travelling.  I  agreed  to  go  on  these  terms,  but 
did  not  sign  any  agreement.  That  night  I  took  my  bag  to  his  house  to  be  for- 
warded, and  the  neit  morning  we  went  by  appointment  to  the  Lime  street  rail- 
way station,  where  we  met  Mr.  Campbell,  and  went  with  him  in  a  third  class  car- 
riage of  the  half  past  nine  train.  I  believe  19  tickets  were  taken,  and  there  were 
about  as  many  men.  We  arrived  in  London  about  6  or  7  in  the  evening.  Wo 
went  into  a  public  house  near  Euston  square,  and  Campbell  gave  us  a  drink  all 
around.  We  thin  got  into  a  van  in  which  our  luggage  was.  While  we  were 
in  the  van  a  man  who  seemed  to  be  second  in  command,  who  was  a  carpenter, 
passed  the  word  to  us  that  we  were  to  call  Campbell  Captain  Thompson  from  that 
time  forth.  We  were  driven  to  a  hotel  on  the  opposite  of  London  bridge,  near  the 
railway  station,  and  slept  there.  Next  morning  ( Monday)  we  had  breakfast  there, 
and  took  the  train  for  Dover,  and  arrived  there  about  noon.  The  carpenter  took 
US  into  a  hotel,  but  Campbell  took  us  away  from  that  hotel  into  another.  He 
paid  for  all  the  drink  we  had  there  and  dinner  and  supper.  In  the  evening  we 
were  grumbling  at  not  having  enough  to  drink,  and  we  went  to  the  first  hotel, 
horn  which  we  had  been  taken  away  by  Campbell,  and  had  more  drink.  The 
carpenter  ordered  the  drink  for  us,  and  Campbell  paid  for  it  eleven  shillings. 
At  night,  about  half  past  10,  we  lefl  by  the  mail  steamer  for  Calais,  which  we 
reached  very  early  in  the  morning.  We  all  went  into  a  hotel  there,  and  had  some* 
thing  to  eat  and  a  drink  apiece,  and  slept  there  for  the  rest  of  the  night,  and  had 
breakfast  there.     We  were  then  taken  to  a  ship,  which  I  believe  to  be  the  Rap- 
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pAhannock.  I  think  the  name  was  Rappahannock,  because  when  we  were  at 
DoYer  the  people  asked  ne  if  we  were  going  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  and 
at  Calais  the  people  asked  ns  the  same  question.  It  was  a  steamship  with  two  fun- 
aels,  rigged  bke  a  ship.  Before  I  left  Liverpool  I  knew  that  I  was  wanted  for  a 
aonthem  privateer.  Campbell  told  me  that  I  was  wanted  for  a  southern  priva- 
teer, but  he  would  not  tell  me  the  name  of  the  ship.  When  we  got  to  the  ship 
Campbell  went  aboard,  and  the  carpenter  and  some  others.  Campbell  then 
eame  back  to  us,  and  said  that  they  wanted  no  firemen,  but  any  deck  hands  or 
aailon  who  chose  to  stay  would  be  employed.  I  did  not  choose  to  go  as  a  deck 
hand,  nor  did  any  of  the  firemen.  We  knocked  about  there  for  several  hours. 
Campbell  told  us  to  go  to  a  public  house  for  our  dinner  and  tea,  and  we  went 
Aere  in  the  evening.  Campbell  went  with  us  to  the  French  custom-house,  where 
we  got  our  luggage,  and  he  put  us  on  board  a  Loudon  steamboat  and  paid  our 
paaeage  and  came  with  us.  We  arrived  in  London  on  Wednesday  morning. 
We  tw>k  the  train  for  Liverpool  about  half  (?)  eleven.  There  were  eleven  of  us 
retoming.  In  the  train  I  asked  Campbell  if  we  were  going  to  get  an  vthing  for  our 
lost  time.  He  said  he  could  not  do  anything  for  us,  as  he  should  be  a  greater 
loser  than  any  one  of  us.  I  said  it  made  no  matter  who  was  a  loser,  and  would 
g^  my  wages.  He  said  he  could  not  do  anything.  He  was  nearly  a  ruined 
man  by  the  expedition.  I  asked  him  who  had  paid  our  expenses  to  France  and 
Iwck  again,  lie  said  he  had  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  but  he  was  repaid  by 
Ae  officers  of  the  ship  for  all  expenses  of  the  men  who  stayed  on  board.  He  said  he 
-vas  dear  as  to  them,  but  he  was  a  loser  as  to  all  who  had  returned.  I  asked  him 
why  he  had  not  brought  us  before  the  officer,  and  left  us  to  speak  for  ourselves  and 
ask  forpayment,  and  I  said  he  was  the  man  who  had  brought  us,  and  he  must  pay 
us.  We  reached  Liverpool,  and  he  gave  us  a  drink,  and  gave  me  a  five-franc 
piece  to  pay  for  a  donkey  to  carry  our  baggage,  and  we  left  him.  Next  day 
(Thursday)  I  called  to  see  him  twice,  and  found  him  in  the  second  time.  I  asked 
him  again  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time.  He  said  he  had  met  the  rest  of  us  in  Chapel 
street,  and  that  they  were  to  meet  at  half-past  four  at  Jones's  office.  I  went  to 
Jones's  office  at  that  time,  and  we  all  met  there,  and  Campbell  called  me  and 
another  man  into  the  office ;  there  was  a  young  clerk  there,  about  16  or  17. 
Campbell  said  to  him:  "These  are  the  men  that  have  been  sent  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  they  have  come  back  and  want  to  get  something  for  their  lost 
time."  The  clerk  said :  "  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it."  I  then  left  the 
office,  and  Campbell  came  after  me  and  told  me  he  had  seen  J.  W.  Carr,  the 
attorney,  in  Castle  street,  and  mentioned  this  affair  to  him,  and  Mr.  Carr  said 
he  could  not  attend  to  it  till  Saturday  next,  but  would  attend  to  it  then;  and 
Campbell  wanted  us  all  to  go  with  him  tv>  Mr.  Carr  and  see  what  could  be  done 
to  take  proceedings  against  the  ship  for  our  lost  time.  I  told  him  to  look  out 
for  himself  for  his  payment,  and  that  I  should  look  to  him  for  mine.  I  have 
not  seen  him  since. 

MAURICE  BREEN. 

Sworn  at  Livmiool  this  20th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me, 

ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 

A  CommisnoHer,  ^. 


Deposition  of  John  Fleming. 

John  Fleming,  of  No.  3  Court  Lightbody  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster: 

On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  May  instant,  I  heard  that  Mr.  A.'Campbell,  of 
Regent  street,  Liverpool,  aforesaid,  boarding-house  keeper,  was  in  want  of  men 
to  join  a  steamer  wmoh  was  lying  at  Calais,  in  France,  and  I  called  at  his  house 
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to  see  him  about  it,  when  he  told  me  that  there  was  a  good  ehance  for  me  to 
join  a  steamer  lying  in  France,  and  that  I  shonld  receive  dl  a  month  as  fireman, 
and  that  I  would  be  paid  <£10  on  signing  articles.  I  agreed  to  go,  and  Mr. 
Campbell  told  me  that  he  did  not  know  wLat  day  I  shonld  be  required  to  join» 
and  on  the  following  Saturday  I  called  upon  him,  when  he  direct^  me  to  bring 
my  bag  to  his  house  the  following  night.  I  brought  my  bag  on  the  Saturday 
night  as  directed,  when  he  said  that  he  was  short  of  hands ;  when  I  told  him 
that  I  would  bring  my  brother-in-law  down  to  see  him,  and  he  directed  me  to 
call  the  following  Sunday  morning.  I  told  Barnard  Oassidy  and  Maurice  Breen* 
my  brother-in-law,  of  thisi  and  they  saw  Mr.  Campbell  and  agreed  to  go  with 
me.  Campbell  then  took  me  and  the  others  on  the  Sunday  morning  to  the 
Lime  street  railway  station,  and  paid  our  fares  to  London,  he  coming  along  with 
us.  We  arrived  at  London  on  Sunday  night,  and  Campbell  took  us  to  a  hotel 
and  paid  for  our  lodgings  for  the  night.  On  the  following  Monday  morning  he 
took  us  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  us  for  Dover,  and  we  left  Dover  about 
ten  the  same  night  for  Calais,  and  arrived  there  about  three  in  the  nunning. 
When  we  arrived  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to  the  De  Victoria  hotel,  where  we 
slept  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning,  after  breakfast,  Campbdl  took  us  on  the 
shore  to  look  at  the  Rappahannock,  when  Campbell  went  on  board  her,  and  some 
time  afterwards  he  came  ashore  again  and  told  us  that  we  should  not  be  required* 
and  asked  us  what  we  required,  when  we  told  him  that  we  should  require  our  pas- 
sage paid  home  again,  and  someUiing  for  lost  time.  He  then  took  us  on  board  a 
steamer  and  brought  us  to  London.  When  we  arrived  at  London  he  took  us  to  the 
zailway  station  and  booked  us  for  Liverpool,  having  first  giv^i  us  a  supply  of 
provisions  and  drink.  We  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  18th  of  May  instant* 
and  we  asked  Mr.  Campbell  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time,  when  he  said  that  we 
must  meet  him  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  Chapel  street,  in  Liverpool  aforesaid, 
on  Thursday,  |it  4  o'clock,  when  he  would  see  what  he  would  allow  us.  I 
went  to  Jones's  office,  and  in  the  doorway  I  met  Mr.  Campbell  going  into  die 
office,  and  waited  outside  for  him ;  and  when  he  came  out  he  told  me  that  he 
was  sorry  he  could  not  get  any  money  for  me ;  that  it  was  a  great  loss  to  him ; 
when  I  told  him  that  he  had  engaged  me,  and  I  would  look  to  him  for  my 
money. 

I  signed  a  paper  which  Mr.  Campbell  handed  to  me  previous  to  going  with 
him  to  London,  entitling  him  to  <€2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the  Rappahannock. 

JOHN  FLEMING. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  20th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 
A  CommUfioner  to  AdminUter  OatTu  in  Chancery^  in  England, 


Deposition  of  Bernard  Casndy, 
• 

Bernard  Cassidy,  of  3  Court  Lightbody  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  maizes  oath  and  says  as  follows : 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  day  of  May  instant,  I  heard  from  John  Fleming  that 
he  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Regent  street,  Liverpool,  to  join  a 
steamer  lying  in  France,  at  oE?  a  month,  and  I  accompanied  him  to  the  railway 
station  to  see  him  ofif.  When  I  saw  Mr.  Campbell  I  told  him  that  if  he  was 
short  of  hands  I  would  go;  when  he  said,  "All  right;  you  can  go  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  other  men,"  which  I  agreed  to ;  and  I  signed  a  paper  which  was 
handed  me  by  Mr.  Campbell,  entitling  him  to  o£2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the 
steamer.  We  left  Liverpool  the  same  night  for  London,  Campbell  paying  onr 
fares  there ;  and  on  our  arrival  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked 
to  Dover,  and  from  there  to  Calais.    On  our  arrival  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to 
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a  botel,  and  after  a  few  hours'  sleep  Camplell  invited  us  to  go  and  look  at  the 
ehip.  He  went  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  and  some  time  afterwards  he  returned 
and  informed  me  that  he  was  sorry  that  we  were  not  wanted,  but  that  he  would 
pay  our  passages  home.  He  then  took  us  to  another  hotel,  and  after  we  had  din- 
ner he  took  us  on  board  a  steamer  and  paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we 
arrived  in  London  Campbell  took  us  to  a  public  house  where  we  had  eome  re- 
freshments, and  were  aherwards  taken  in  cars  to  the  Euston  square  railway 
station,  and  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
18th  instant.  When  we  arrived  at  Liverpool  we  asked  Campbell  to  pay  us  for 
oar  lost  time,  when  he  directed  us  to  call  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office.  Chapel  street, 
liverpool,  when  he  would  see  what  he  could  get  for  us.  I  did  not  call  at  Jones 
k  Co.'s  office  as  directed.  One  of  the  men,  whose  name,  I  believe,  is  Conner, 
who  came  with  us,  informed  me  that  himself  and  several  others  who  had  gone 
with  us  had  been  recently  paid  off  from  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia,  and 
that  his  pay  would  run  until' he  joined  the  Rappahannock. 

BERNARD  x  OASeiDY. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  20th  day  of  May,  1864 ; 
this  affidavit  having  been  previously  read  over  to  him,  and  he  appearing  per- 
fectly to  understand  the  same,  and  niade  his  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 
A  Commissioner,  Sfv. 


DtpotitioH  of  W,  Ratdinsom, 

I,  William  Rawlinson»  of  91  New  Edgar  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  I  am  a  British  subject.  On 
Thursday,  the  12th  May  instant,  I  was  at  the  Birkenhead  dock's  landing  talk- 
ing to  Patrick  Bradley,  a  friend  of  mine,  who  was  working  on  board  the 
Greorgia,  when  he  told  me  to  speak  to  Mr.  A.  Campbell,  of  28  Regent  street, 
Liverpool,  boarding-house  keeper,  as  he  thought  he  wanted  hands  to  join  a 
steamer.  I  went  to  Mr.  Campbell  and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  hands,  when  he 
said  he  did,  and  directed  me  to  see  Bradley  again,  and  he  would  tell  me  more 
about  it  I  saw  Bradley  the  following  Saturday,  when  he  told  noe  to  be  at 
Walker's  public  house.  Regent  street,  at  8  J  the  same  night,  with  my  clothes.  I 
went  to  Walker's  public  house  as  directed,  when  Bradley  came  in  with  several 
other  men,  and  Bradley  took  us  all  down  to  Campbell's  house.  Campbell  then 
took  down  our  names,  and  told  us  to  be  at  the  Lime  street  railway  station  at  7 
o'clock  the  following  Sunday  morning.  I  then  asked  Campbell  what  the  wages 
would  be,  when  he  said  I  should  get  <£6  a  month  and  (£10  bounty,  and  that  I 
would  have  to  pay  him  <£2  out  of  the  bounty  money,  and  I  signed  a  paper  to 
that  effect.  We  all  left  our  clothes  at  Campbell's  house.  I  went  to  the  railway 
station  at  7  o'clock  tlie  following  Sunday  morning,  and  saw  Campbell  and  the 
other  men  there.  Campbell  paid  my  fare  to  London,  where  we  arrived  about 
nine  the  same  night,  and  we  were  taken  to  a  public  house  and  stayed  the  night. 
The  next  morning  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  for  Dover, 
arriving  there  abo«t  noon.  At  Dover  we  were  taken  on  board  the  mail  steamer, 
and  our  fares  were  paid  by  Campbell  to  Calais.  We  arrived  at  Calais  about 
midnight,  and  we  were  taken  to  a  public  house  and  slept  the  night.  Early  in 
the  morning  I  went  alone  to  the  shore  to  look  for  the  steamer,  and  discovered 
that  she  was  the  confederate  steamer  Rappahannock,  and  went  on  board  of  her. 
I  saw  a  friend  of  mine  on  board,  who  asked  me  if  I  was  going  in  her.  I  said 
I  Was,  and  asked  him  where  she  was  going.  He  said  she  was  a  confederate.  I 
then  came  ashore,  and  went  back  to  the  hotel  and  had  breakfast,  and  Campbell 
6  c  • 
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took  us  all  down  to  the  ship.  Campbell  went  on  board  her  with  several  of  the 
men,  and  I  was  afterwards  called  on  board  by  the  carpenter,  who  took  me  to 
the  lieutenant,  who  asked  me  what  ships  I  had  been  in.  I  told  him,  and  he 
said  all  right.  I  then  went  ashore,  and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  Campbell 
came  ashore,  and  said  to  us  that  it  was  a  hard  job ;  that  after  bringing  us  tnere, 
they  did  not  want  any  more  men  of  our  trade.  Whilst  CampbtTl  was  telling 
us  this,  the  lieutenant  called  me  on  board  again,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  sign 
articles  to  serve  as  a  deck  hand  at  c£3  12s.  a  month,  and  <£10  when  we  got  in 
blue  water ;  but  when  I  found  out  the  service  she  was  in  I  declined  to  go,  and 
came  ashore  again,  and  Campbell  came  up  to  me  and  said  there  was  no  chance 
for  me  unless  I  went  as  a  deck  hand.  I  told  him  I  would  not,  and  I  intended 
to  go  home  again.  I  then  asked  Campbell  for  money  to  pay  my  fare  back 
again,  when  he  said  he  did  not  think  he  had  enough  for  us  all ;  but  I  insisted 
upon  his  getting  the  money,  and  we  were  taken  to  another  hotel,  and  after 
having  refreshments  Campbell  paid  our  fai*es  to  London — he  coming  with  us. 
When  we  arrived  in  London  we  went  to  a  public  house,  and  afterwards  to  the 
railway  station,  and  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on 
Wednesday  last.  On  our  arrival  I  asked  Campbell  who  was  to  pay  me  for 
my  lost  time ;  when  he  said  he  would  see  about  it,  as  it  was  a  bad  job  for  him, 
but  directed  us  to  meet  at  Jones's  office,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  the  next  day, 
(Thursday.)  We  all  went  to  Jones's  office  and  waited  outside,  when  Campbell 
came  out  and  said  there  was  no  one  in,  and  that  he  was  not  quite  sure  whether 
Jones  or  Fraser  &  Co.  were  the  agents  for  the  ship,  and  that  if  I  met  him  on 
the  following  Saturday  morning  he  would  see  what  he  could  get  for  me.  I 
declined  to  meet  him  again,  and  told  him  that  he  had  engaged  me,  and  I  looked 
to  him  for  my  money,  and  if  he  did  not  pay  me  I  would  make  him.  On  our  way 
from  London  to  Liverpool  Campbell  told  me  that  this  had  been  a  very  bad  job 
for  him ;  that  he  had  made  well  out  of  the  Alabama  and  Greorgia,  but  this  one 
was  the  worst  he  had  had. 

W.  RAWLINSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JAMES  THORNELY, 

A  Commissioner,  8fr.,  Sfc, 


DepoMttion  of  John  Davits. 

I,  John  Davies,  of  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Great  Howard  street,  Liverpool, 
fireman,  make  oath  and  say :  On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  May,  a  man 
named  Conner  called  at  my  lodgings  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a  job.  I  said 
yes }  do  you  know  where  1  can  get  one  ?  He  said  yes  ;  go  down  to  Campbell* 
m  Regent  street.  The  next  morning  I  called  at  Campbell's  house  and  aaked 
him  if  he  could  give  me  a  job.  He  said  he  could,  and  directed  me  to  bring  my 
elothes  down  to  his  house  the  following  Saturday  night.  I  brought  my  clothes 
AS  directed,  when  Campbell  told  me  to  be  at  die  Lime  street  railway  station 
between  seven  and  eight  the  next  morning.  1  asked  him  what  terms  I  was 
going  on,  when  he  said  <£6  a  month  and  <£10  bounty,  and  I  was  to  pay  him  <£2 
out  of  my  bounty  money.  I  brought  my  clothes  down  to  the  station  the 
following  Sunday  morning,  and  saw  Campbell  with  other  men  there.  Campbell 
paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we  anived  he  took  us  to  a  public  house,  where 
we  stayed  the  night,  and  on  the  following  morning  we  were  taken  to  a  railway 
station  and  booked  for  Dover,  and  from  there  to  Calais.  When  we  arrived  at 
Calais  Campbell  took  us  to  a  public  house,  and  we  stayed  there  all  night. 
On  the  Tuesday  morning  Campbell  took  us  down  to  the  beach  where  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Rappahannock  was  lying,  and  he  went  on  board  her,  leaving  myself 
and  another  on  the  beach.    In  a  short  time  Campbell  came  ashore  again  and 
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sakl  to  us,  this  is  a  nice  job  ;  after  bringing  yon  men  here  jon  are  not  wanted  ; 
all  the  places  are  filled.  He  took  ns  all  back  to  a  hotel  and  paid  for  dnnk  for  us, 
and  Campbell  told  us  we  shonld  have  to  wait  with  him,  as  he  would  have  to 
lend  home  for  money.  We  waited  at  the  hotel  nntil  night,  when  Campbell 
took  ns  on  board  the  mail  steamer  and  paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we 
arrived  in  London  Campbell  took  us  in  cars  to  the  railwav  station  and  left  our 
hggage  there,  and  after  having  some  refreshments  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to 
Liverpool.  On  our  arrival  we  asked  Campbell  who  was  to  pay  us  for  our  lost 
thne,  when  he  said  he  would  see  about  that.  Campbell  engaged  a  cart  for 
our  luggage  and  gave  us  some  drink,  and  we  told  him  we  would  see  him  in  the 
morning.  We  called  at  his  house  the  next  day,  but  he  was  out,  and  we  went 
to  Jones's  office,  Chapel  street,  and  after  waiting  there  some  time  Campbell 
told  us  that  he  had  not  got  any  OK>ney  for  us  yet,  and  asked  us  to  meet  him  on 
Saturday,  which  we  declined  doing. 

his 
JOHN  +  DAVIES. 
mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  21st  day  of  May,  1864 ; 
this  affidavit  having  been  previously  read  over  to  the  deponent,  and  he  appeared 
perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made  his  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

JAMES  THORNELY. 

A  Commissioner,  Sfc,,  8fc. 


Dtposition  qf  iluUftew  McMuUan, 

I,  Matthew  McMullan,  of  Stone  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  Last  Thursday' week,  the  12th  of  May 
instant,  I  met  a  person  named  Lyon  as  I  was  in  a  public  houee  in  Prussia  street, 
in  Liverpool  aforesaid.  He  said  he  would  get  me  a  job,  and  that  he  was  going  to 
join  a  boat  in  France.  I  asked  him  what  the  wages  would  be.  He  said  his 
wages  would  be  £1  per  month,  but  he  did  not  know  what  mine  would  be.  We 
then  went  together  to  No.  28  Regent  street,  being  a  house  kept  by  Campbell 
as  a  boarding-house.  I  had  a  card  given  me  with  his  address.  There  were 
several  other  persons  there.  We  sat  down  and  had  some  beer  together,  and  a 
person  I  know  since  to  be  Campbell  asked  how  many  could  we  muster  now, 
and  if  I  had  a  bag.  I  said  not  then.  Campbell  thought  I  was  going  to 
remain  there  for  the  night,  but  I  did  not.  On  Saturday  evening  following,  1 , 
with  others,  went  to  Campbell's  house.  I  saw  him;  he  said  he  had  made  it 
all  right,  and  I  with  the  others  were  to  be  at  his  house  Sunday  morning  at 
eight  o'clock.  I  and  John  Davies  went  there  accordingly  and  saw  Campbell 
and  several  others.  I  went  in,  and  a  person  1  took  to  be  Mrs.  Campbell  asked 
me  to  write  my  name.  I  did  not  do  so,  but  took  the  pen  in  my  hand.  It  was 
there  arranged  by  Campbell  I  should  go  with  the  others  to  Lime  street  station 
and  meet  him  there  at  eight  and  a  half  o'clock.  I  did  so,  and  our  fares  were 
paid  for  London.  We  stopped  that  day  in  London,  and  took  the  train  the  next 
morning  for  Dover,  our  tickets  being  given  us  as  before,  and  arrived  there  about 
ten  and  a  half  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Campbell  accompanied  us  to  Dover  and  went  to  Calais  with  us,  and  appeared 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  arrangements.  We  went  on  to  Calais  the  samo 
evening,  and  arrived  there  about  midnight  and  went  to-  a  hotel  and  stopped 
there  for  the  night.  After  taking  breakfast  I  saw  Campbell  outside  the  hotel 
door,  and  he  said,  "  Have  all  hands  got  their  breakfast  now  V\  Some  one  said 
"yes."  He  said  there  were  four  of  us  to  get  breakfast  first.  I  went  sooit 
aner  this  with  others  to  the  ship,  which  I  have  since  heard  was  the  Rappahan- 
nock.    I  was  looking  on,  when  Campbell  by  this  time  came  up  and  went  on 
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board.  I  saw  him  talk  to  a  person  on  board,  apparently  an  offioer,  and  he  after- 
wards came  on  shore  and  said  to  us,  "This  is  a  fine  job ;  aflcr  I  have  fetched 
you  here  there  aie  no  firemen  wanted/'  Campbell  then  said  he  would  see  the 
captain  and  see  about  getting  the  money  for  the  fares  back  from  him.  Gamp- 
bell  took  us  back  to  the  hotel  and  ordered  dinner  for  us,  and  then  went  to  get 
CUT  bags  (mi  of  the  custom-house,  and  took  the  bags  of  the  men  that  went  into 
the  ship  to  the  «hip,  giving  the  other  bags  back  to  those  who  did  not  go.  I 
ajid  the  others  who  were  not  wanted  began  to  talk  of  how  to  get  home.  Th« 
Biistness  of  the  house  where  we  stayed  said  we  could  get  a  boat  about  ten  and 
«  half  o'clock  for  London.  Campbell  paid  our  fares  and  we  returned.  W« 
theo  wanted  to  stop  in  London,  and  asked  him  if  he  could  make  any  arrange- 
ment with  us,  and  we  offered  to  take  <C  L  10«.  each,  but  he  would  not  give  it  to 
us,  only  the  fare  from  London  to  Liverpool,  which  we  would  not  take.  Camp- 
bell then  finding  no  arrangement  could  be  made  with  us,  returned  with  us  to 
Liverpool,  paying  our  fares  and  giving  as  refreshment  by  the  way. 

On  arrivii^  iia  Liverpool  Campbell  got  all  the  bags  in  a  cart,  giving  to 
Maurice  0'J3riea  to  pay  the  carter  a  five-franc  piece  and  two  shillings  as  a  treat. 
The  next  day  I  met  Campbell  in  Regent  street,  who  treated  me  with  the  eight 
others  to  some  drink. 

MATTHEW  McMULLAN. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JAMES  THORNELY, 

A  Commissioner f  ifc,^  ifc* 


DeposUioni  of  John  MeCluMke^  mnd  P^rick  Bradly, 

m 

We,  John  McClnsky,  boarding  at  No.  1  Blacks  tone  street,  Liverpool,  and 
Patrick  Bradley,  boarding  at  No.  33  Standish  street,  Liverpool,  fireman,  make 
oath  and  say : 

We  are  both  British  subjects.  On  last  Monday  week  we  were  on  the  Cheshire 
side  of  the  water,  standing  beside  the  Georgia,  looking  out  for  a  job,  when  a  man 
asked  us  if  we  would  like  a  job,  and  gave  us  a  card  bearing  Mr.  Campbell's  name 
and  address,  and  told  us  to  apply  there.  We  have  since  seen  this  man  at  Mr. 
Campbell's.  That  night  we  went  to  Mr.  CampbelPs,  No.  28  Regent  street,  Liver- 
pool. He  asked  us  what  we  wanted  of  him.  We  said  we  understood  that  he 
nad  an  order  for  some  firemen.  He  tnld  us  to  call  again  on  Wednesday.  We 
called  then,  but  he  was  at  the  theatre.  We  had  a  job  on  the  Georgia,  cleaning 
her  up,  and  we  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Campbell's  on  Thursday  night.  He  came  to 
the  Georgia  on  Friday,  and  said  he  had  been  expecting  us  the  night  before.  We 
said  we  would  go  that  night  to  see  him.  We  went  accordingly,  and  he  agreed 
with  us  to  give  us  <£10  down  and  c£6  a  month.  Out  of  the  c£10  we  were  to 
give  him  <£2  for  his  bother.  He  told  us  to  leave  our  bags  at  his  house  on  Satur- 
day night.  We  did  so,  and  went  to  his  house  by  appointment  at  8  o*clock  on 
Sunday  morning.  He  took  down  our  names  and  we  went  to  the  railway  station 
and  started  with  him  for  London  by  the  half-past  9  o'clock  train.  We  arrived 
in  London  in  the  evening,  and  slept  there  that  night.  He  gave  us  refreshments 
and  drink  on  the  way,  and  we  had  every  accommodation.  We  went  to  the  station 
beside  the  bridge,  to  go  to  Dover  the  next  morning,  (Monday,)  and  arrived  there 
about  the  middle  of  the  day.  We  had  a  kind  of  a  notion  of  where  we  were  going* 
We  took  the  packet  that  evening  to  Calais,  and  arrived  there  'early  on  Tuesday 
morning.  We  staid  at  a  hotel  there  the  rest  of  the  night.  About  10  o'clock  or  so, 
we  went  down  to  one  of  the  quays  and  saw  a  ship  with  the  confederate  flag  flying. 
It  was  a  steamer.  Campbell  and  a  man  who  was  a  carpenter  (who  said  he  had 
been  out  in  the  Georgia,  and  who  seemed  to  know  all  about  it)  went  on  board. 
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The  carpenter  bad  come  with  tte  from  Liverpool.  We  heard  some  people  on 
the  qnay  epeaking  of  the  ship  as  the  Rappahannock.  We  all  knew  at  Dover 
where  we  were  going,  and  the  people  at  bover  knew  it.  The  boarding-house 
keeper  at  Dover,  where  we  had  our  dinner,  said  others  had  been  before  on  the 
same  errand ;  Campbell  came  back,  and  said  that  there  were  no  places  for  fire- 
men, and  began  to  lament  his  case,  and  said  what  expenses  there  had  been,  and 
this  and  that. 

We  went  away  then  to  the  Dover  Castle  Inn,  and  started  next  night  with  Camp, 
bell  for  London,  by  the  steamer.    The  carpenter  and  one  of  our  chaps,  a  trimmer- 

San  Englishman,  I  think,)  stayed  on  board  the  Rappahannock.  We  came  to  Lon- 
lon  and  came  back  to  Liverpool.  Campbell  paid  all  the  expenses.  When  we 
came  to  London  we  asked  him  to  give  us  something  for  our  lost  time,  and  said 
if  he  would  do  so  we  would  stay  there.  He  oflfered  us  our  train  money  to  Liver- 
pool, but  said  he  could  not  give  more,  because  this*  expedition  had  ruined  him. 
The  carpenter  told  us  at  Calais  to  go  to  Jones's  office,  28  Chapel  street,  Liver- 
pool, and  state  our  case,  and  get  something  for  our  lost  time  if  we  could.  We 
vent  with  some  others,  but  did  not  see  any  one  but  a  derk,  but  Mr.  Jones  was 
out.    We  know  nothing  more. 

JOHN  McCLUSKY. 
P.  BRADLEY. 
Sworn  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1864,  before, 

JAMES  THORNELY, 

A  Commissioner,  Sfc. 


Deposition  of  William  Rawlison. 

I,  William  Rawlison,  of  91  New  Edgar  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

During  the  time  I  was  at  Mr.  Campbell's  house  engaging  to  go  in  the  steamer 
Rappahannock,  refered  to  in  my  affidavit  of  the  2l'st  instant,  1  saw  a  man  there 
whose  name  I  believe  is  Robert  Neal ;  Neal  is  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  and  he  ac- 
companied me  and  others  to  Calais  to  join  the  steamer,  his  expenses  being  also  paid 
by  Campbell.  Neal  told  me  at  Calais  that  Campbell  had  got  him  the  job,  and 
that  he  had  signed  articles  to  serve  as  carpenter's  mate  at  the  rate  of  <dC14  a 
month.  There  were  several  other  men  who  had  gone  with  us  to  Calais,  but 
whose  names  I  do  not  know,  engaged  to  serve  on  board  the  steamer,  and  we  left 
them  and  Neal  on  board  of  her 

W.  RAWLISON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me, 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancert/,  in  England, 


Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen, 

T,  Maurice  Breen,  of  William  Place,  William  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows  : 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  May  instant,  when  1  was  at  Mr.  Campbell's  house,  agree- 
ing with  him  to  jpin  the  steamer  referred  to  in  my  affidavit  of  the  2l8t  instant,  I  saw 
Robert  Neal,  a  ship's  carpenter,  there ;  I  again  saw  Neal  the  following  Sunday 
morning  in  Campbell's  house,  and  I  afterwards  saw  him  at  the  railway  station. 
Heal  came  with  the  other  men  to  Calais,  Campbell  paying  all  his  expenses. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  Rappahannock,  Neal  went  on  board  of  her  with  Camp- 
bell, and  he  was  engaged  to  serve  as  carpenter's  mate,  and  we  left  him  on  board 
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Several  other  men  who  came  with  na  are  well  known  to  me,,  but  I  cannot 
remember  their  names.  These  men  were  all  engaged  by  Campbell,  and  they 
signed  articles  to  serve  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  remained  on  board  her  when 
lleft. 

MAURICE  BREEN. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  MaVi  1864,  before  me, 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery,  in  England. 


Depositieu  sf  MtUthew  McBfulUn. 

I,  Matthew  McMullen,  of  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows  : 

Upon  several  occasions  when  I  called  at  Mr.  Campbell's  house  to  engage  with 
him  to  join  the  Rappahannock,  referred  to  in  my  affidavit  of  the  2l8t  May  in- 
stant, I  saw  a  ship's  carpenter  there,  named  Robert  Xeal.  Neal  appeared  to  ma 
to  be  lodging  at  Campbeirs  house.  I  again  saw  Neal  at  tbe  railway  station  on 
the  following  Sunday  morning,  and  he  accompanied  us  to  Calais,  Campbell  pay- 
ing our  expenses.  When  we  arrived  at  the  steamer  Campbell  took  Neal  on  board 
with  him,  and  Neal  was  engaged  as  carpenter's  mate. 

Several  of  the  other  men  who  came  with  us  were  engaged,  and  they  signed 
articles  to  serve  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  we  left  them  on  board  of  her.  I  saw 
all  the  men  who  joined  the  steamer  at  Campbell's  house  on  the  Sunday  morning 
previous  to  our  starting  for  London. 

MATTHEW  McMULLEN. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me, 

JOHN  YATES, 

A  Commissioner,  tfc.,  8fc, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

FoRBi«N  Office,  May  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d 
instant,  enclosing  copies  of  depositions  respecting  the  engagement  of  seamen  for 
service  on  board  the  Ilappahannock ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  the  matter 
shall  not  fail  to  receive  the  careful  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sft:. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Lkuation  op  thr  Uniteq  Statbs, 

London,  May  28,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  another  deposition  in 

addition  to  thofee  heretofore  submitted  to  your  consideration,  and  corroborating 

the  statements  made  in  them.     Were  it  necessary  to  furnish  more  proof  of  the 

same  kind,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable  number  of  others  could 
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ht  procured.  I  have  not  been  disposed  to  bnrden  your  lordship  with  more  proof 
than  is  deemed  necessary  to  establish  the  facts  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of 
her  Majesty's  government 

I  doubt  not  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordship  that  if  this  system  of  prac- 
tical warfare  be  suffered  to  go  on  with  perfect  impunity,  to  all  those  concerned  in 
it  within  this  kingdom,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  endeavor  to  place  restrictions  upon  similar  practices  in  America, 
should  any  future  contingency  arise  in  which  her  Majesty's  government  would 
deem  it  advisable  to  renew  the  representations  once  made,  on  the  21st  April  in 
the  year  1S54,  which  were  at  that  time  met  in  the  most  friendly  spirit.  In  order 
to  secure  the  performance  of  obligations  between  nations,  the  first  point  would 
appear  to  be  to  establish  an  impression  of  motal  certainty  that  they  are  mutually 
reciprocal.  I  regret  to  feel  myself  compelled  to  admit  the  fact  to  your  lordship, 
that  in  view  of  all  the  testimony  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit,  that 
impression  on  the  side  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  has  been  seriously 
impaired. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Honorable  Eaul  Russell,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Dtposition  of  Patrick  Shanly^ 

I,  Patrick  Shanly,  of  13  Carlton  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
fireman,  make  oath,  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  24th  of  December  last  a  friend  of  mine  met  me  in  the  street,  and 
informed  me  that  there  was  a  good  chance  for  me  to  join  the  steamer  Georgia ; 
that  she  was  a  pirate,  and  I  would  be  paid  very  good  wages.  He  then  asked 
me  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  boarding-house  keeper.  Regent  street, 
Liverpool.  I  went  with  him  to  Campbell's  house,  and  Campbell  told  me  that  he 
had  a  good  job  for  me  to  go  to ;  that  I  should  have  <£?  a  month  and  <^10  bounty, 
and  one  month's  pay  in  advance  when  I  joined  the  ship  ;  that  he  did  not  know 
then  which  of  the  steamers  I  would  be  required  to  join,  but  he  thought  it  was  the 
Florida.  He  gave  me  instructions  to  endeavor  to  engage  other  hands ;  that  I 
was  to  offer  them  <£5  a  month  and  <£10  bounty.  I  called  upon  Thomas  Lloyd, 
Edward  Smyles,  Thomas  Asham,  John  Adamson,  and  several  others,  and  in- 
formed them  of  Mr.  Campbell's  offer,  when  they  all  agreed  to  go  with  me,  and  I 
took  them  down  to  Campoell's  house.  Campbell  angaged  the  whole  of  these  men 
upon  the  same  terms  as  myself  except  as  to  wages,  he  only  agreeing  to  get  them 
^6  a  month.  He  gave  us  instructions  to  meet  him  under  the  arches  at  the  cus- 
tom-house on  the  ;^7th,  and  we  all  attended  there,  but  Campbell  did  not  keep  his 
appointment  with  us,  and  I  called  upon  him  to  know  the  reason,  when  he  directed 
me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his  house,  and  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  start 
at  a  minute's  notice.  I  brought  my  clothes  down  to  Campbell's  house  the  same 
night,  and  bought  some  clothes  from  him,  and  he  then  told  me  that  we  should 
have  to  start  the  next  dsLj,  and  told  me  to  meet  him  and  the  o\her  men  at  An- 
derson's public  house.  1  called  at  his  house  the  next  day  and  saw  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell, who  produced  a  paper  containing  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  agi:;ped  to 
join,  and  an  ac^unt  showing  that  I  was  indebted  to  Campbell  in  c£3  10<.  6d. ; 
<£2  6d,  for  the  clothes  I  had  bought  and  <£]  10<.  which  I  had  to  pay  Campbell 
for  getting  mo  the  job.  I  went  from  Campbell's  house  to  Anderson's  public 
house,  where  I  saw  all  the  other  men  and  Campbell,  who  paid  for  drinks  for  us, 
and  afterwards  took  us  down  to  the  Havre  boat  lying  in  the  Wellington  dock, 
and  he  paid  our  fare  to  Havre,  he  coming  with  us.  We  arrived  on  the  31st 
December,  and  were  taken  by  Campbell  on  board  another  steamer,  and  afler- 
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wards  to  a  railway  station,  and  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Cherbourg,  where  we 
amved  the  same  night.  CampbeU  took  us  to  an  hotel  there,  and  we  stayed  the 
whole  of  that  night  and  part  of  the  next  day.  On  the  evening  of  the  next  day 
Campbell  took  us  in  a  boat  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia,  which  was 
lying  off.  They  gave  each  of  us  a  blanket  and  we  slept  on  board  of  her  all 
night.  We  remained  on  board  the  Georgia  about  four  or  five  weeks  before  we 
were  called  upon  to  sign  articles,  when  we  were  called  aft  and  the  articles  were 
read  over  to  us  to  the  effect  that  we  were  going  to  burn  and  destroy  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  Myself,  Lloyd,  Smyles,  Asham  and  Anderson  signed  articles,  and 
Captain  Maury  asked  us  if  Campbell's  accounts  were  correct,  when  we  told  him 
they  were,  ana  we  received  our  bounty  money  less  the  amount  payable  to  Camp- 
bell. Five  of  the  men  engaged  were  not  required,  and  they  letlt  the  ship.  We 
left  Cherbourg  about  the  first  week  in  February,  and  proceeded  to  the  island  of 
Barbara,  where  we  lay  about  three  weeks.  From  there  we  went  to  Bordeaux, 
and  from  there  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  2d  May  instant,  and  we 
steamed  into  the  Birkenhead  great  float  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the  Mersey. 
After  we  had  made  the  ship  fast,  the  captain  told  us  to  come  down  to  the  ship 
in  a  day  or  two,  when  we  would  be  paid  off.  I  was  paid  off  about  the  5th  or  6th. 
The  first  lieutenant  asked  me  to  stand  by  the  ship  and  assist  to  keep  the  engines 
in  order,  which  I  did  not  do,  being  tired  of  the  service.  I  called  at  Campbell's 
house  on  the  13th  May,  when  he  engaged  me  to  join  another  steamer,  and  he 
gave  me  directions  to  look  after  some  other  men  to  join  the  same  boat,  which  he 
said  was  going  out  for  the  same  purpose.  I  called  upon  John  Fleming  and  told 
him  to  go  to  Campbell's  house  and  he  would  be  most  likely  to  get  a  job.  I  told 
Fleming  to  try  and  get  other  men,  and  he  told  Maurice  Breen  and  Barnard  Cas- 
sifly,  and  they  were  engaged  by  Campbell.  I  took  my  bag  down  to  Campbell's 
house  on  the  Sunday  arranged  for  our  leaving,  the  15th  instant,  but  I  afterwards 
changed  my  mind,  and  declined  going  again. 

P.  SHANLT. 
Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid  this  25th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me, 

HENRY  C.  DUMALL. 
A  Commisioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery,  in  England. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  708.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  conference  continues  its  meetings  without  as  yet  arriving  at  any 
definite  conclusions.  It  is,  however,  well  understood  that  the  treaty  of  1852 
has  been  completely  abandoned,  and  the  only  question  now  left  is  the  partition 
of  Denmark,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  The  general  expectation  ouf  of  doors 
is,  that  some  agreement  will  be  arrived  at  this  day.  I  myself  think  it  likely. 
If,  however,  it  should  turn  out  otherwise,  there  are  rumors  of  a  projected  move- 
ment next  weel(  in  the  House  of  Commons  based  on  the  failures  against  the 
ministry.  The  feeling  of  the  majority  is  such  on  the  Danish  question  that  if 
actually  tested  it  is  not  unlikely  to  carry  all  before  it. 

The  ministry  itself  is  hanging  together  more  and  more  loosely.  A  breath 
might  disperse  it.  Yet  such  is  the  condition  of  the  opposition  that  no  reliance 
can  be  placed  upon  the  working  of  any  plan  of  operations  which  it  may  devise. 
Things  may  drag  on  as  they  are  for  one  more  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

No.  709.]  Lroation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  numbered  from  948 
to  96 1  inclusive,  with  the  exception  of  No.  956. 

The  accounts  of  the  advance  of  General  Grant  and  of  General  Sherman  have 
been  received  here  with  great  disappointment.  Efibrts  are,  however,  steadily 
made  in  the  Times  and  other  newspapers  following  that  lead  to  keep  up  distrust 
of  their  correctness,  and  to  sustain  the  public  mind  in  the  confidence  of  our  ulti- 
mate failure.  There  is  no  longer  any  sort  of  disguise  maintained  as  to  the  wishes 
of  the  privileged  classes.  Very  little  genuine  sympathy  is  entertained  for  the 
rebels.  The  true  motive  is  apparent  enough.  It  is  the  fear  of  the  spread  of 
democratic  feeling  at  home  in  the  event  of  our  success. 

The  progress  of  the  conference  towards  a  solution  of  the  Danish  question  is 
slow  and  uncertain.  The  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  last  Monday 
evening,  a  report  of  which  in  the  Times  is  herewith  transmitted,  exposes,  with 
sufficient  distinctness,  the  mortification  felt  here  at  the  position  in  which  Great 
Britain  has  been  placed.  *  .  *  *  *  *  * 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  pretty  clear  that  the  fate  of  Denmark 
will  depend  on  other  contingencies  than  the  action  of  England.  It  is  not  unlikely 
that  the  real  arbiter  will  prove  to  be  Russia.  Germany  may  yield  to  the  one, 
what  she  would  have  no  fear  of  refusing  to  the  other.  A  few  days  must  now 
determine  the  question.  The  procrastinating  policy  is  pretty  much  worn  out. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  5fc. 


[Prom  the  London  Times  of  June  7,  1864  ] 

ExUadt  frum  the  dtbaU  m  thi  Ho»m  qf  Oommom, 

THE  CONFERENCE. 

LORD  H.  LENNOX'S  REMARKS. 

*  Lord  H.  Lennox  then  rose  and  said  :  I  wish,  sir,  before  you  leave  the  chair, 
to  ask  my  honorable  and  gallant  friend,  the  member  for  Liskeard,  whether  he  is 
satisfied  with  the  tenor  of  the  reply  which  he  to-night  received  from  the  prime 
minister.  If  he  be,  he  is,  I  venture  to  think,  the  only  man  in  this  house  who 
is  so,  and  I  feel  assured  that  to-morrow  morning,  when  the  newspapers  convey 
intelligence  of  our  proceedings  throughout  the  country,  there  will  not  be  many 
of  theii-  readers  who  will  sympathize  with  the  answer  of  the  noble  lord.  [Hear, 
hear.]  The  noble  lord  and  nis  colleagues  have  ever  since  its  commencement 
discouraged  anything  like  an  attempt  to  ascertain  what  is  going  on  in  the  con- 
ference, [hear,  hear,]  and  if  at  the  present  moment  complete  secrecy  prevailed 
throughout  Europe  as  to  what  is  taking  place  in  the  council  chamber  in  Down- 
ing street,  I  should  be  one  of  the  last  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  impress- 
ing upon  my  honorable  and  gallant  friend  the  expediency  of  taking  any  course 
which  would  jeopardize  the  satisfactory  issue  of  the  deliberations  which  are 
there  being  held.  But  although  her  Majesty's  government  maintain  silence  on 
the  subject,  the  journals  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  are  not  slow  to  furnish  their 
readers  with  news  of  what  passes,  or  is  supposed  to  pass,  at  these  deliberations. 
The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  government,  and  his  noble  colleague  in  another 
place  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  came  down  to  their  respective  houses 
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night  after  uigbt  and  declared  it  to  be  their  firm  intention  to  abide  by  the  treaty 
of  1852.  The  noble  lord  on  one  occasion  also  announced  that  the  efforts  of  the 
government  had  been  successful  in  bringing  about  a  conference,  which  was  im- 
mediatelj  to  meet  to  settle  the  most  difficult  and  perplexing  question  to  which  I 
am  now  referring.  The  noble  lord  added,  amid  the  sympathizing  cheers  of  his 
party,  that  the  conference  was  about  to  assemble  on  the  basis  of  maintaining 
the  integrity  of  the  dominions  of  King  Christian  IX.  Now,  what,  under  those 
circumstances,  I  wish  to  ask  my  honorable  and  gallant  friend  is,  whether  he  will 
give  the  house  an  assurance  that  he  will  on  an  early  day  call  its  attention  to 
tills  subject,  and  will  endeavor  to  elicit  from  the  noble  lord  some  information  as 
to  whether  the  statements  contained  in  the  foreign  journals  with  regard  to  it  are 
or  are  not  true,  and  whether  it  is  the  fact  that  while  the  government  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session  declared  themselves  to.  be  frantically  in  favor  of  the  treaty 
of  1852,  and  the  upholding  the  integrity  of  the  Danish  dominions,  they  are  now 
sitting  in  a  conference  which  would  not  sit  to-day  or  next  Thursday  unless  upon 
the  understanding  that  the  treaty  of  1852  should  be  annihilated.     [Cheers.] 

MR.   08B0R\B'S   remarks. 

Mr.  OsBORNB.  I  do  not  know  what  assurance  I  can  give  the  house  on  this 
subject.  I  should  wish  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  to  give  me  some  assurance 
that,  in  the  event  of  my  again  resuscitating  the  discussion  on  the  treaty  of  1852, 
I  shall  not  be  met  by  the  "previous  question."  [Hear,  hear.]  The  course 
which  I  have  hitheito  taken  in  this  matter  has  not  met  from  them  with  very 
great  encouragement.  My  noble  friend  now  ai§ks  me  whether  I  feel  satisfied 
with  the  answer  which  I  to-night  received  from  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  and  I  may  say,  in  reply,  that  so  far  as  my  own  private  opinion  is 
concerned — though  I  am  thankful  for  the  smallest  favor  [a  laugh] — I  do  not  feel 
exactly  satisfied  with  that  answer.  I  may  add  that  it  struck  me  from  the  first 
that  this  conference  was  instituted  rather  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  treas- 
ury bench,  [hear,  bear,]  and  to  prevent  the  dismemberment  of  her  Majesty's 
ministers  [cheers  and  laughter]  than  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  Denmark.  I 
would  remind  the  house,  too,  that  we  have  been  going  on  in  this  way  from  day 
to  day,  and  from  week  to  week,  and  that  we  seem  likely  to  go  on  in  the  same 
manner  until  at  last  the  month  of  July  will  have  arrived,  when  honorable  gen- 
tlemen on  both  sides  will  be  leaving  town,  and  this  question  will  be  likely  to  die 
a  natural  death.  [Hear,  hear.]  For  my  own  part,  I  am  surprised  at  the  reti- 
cence in  the  matter  which  the  house  has  observed.  Up  to  a  certain  point  the 
government  were  probably  right  in  deprecating  the  discussion  of  the  subject, 
and  I,  perhaps,  was  wrong  in  bringing  on  my  motion  when  I  did.  Now,  how- 
ever, that  we  have  arrived  at  the  6th  of  June,  and  we  see  that  the  question  is 
allowed  to  drag  its  slow  length  along  from  day  to  day,  I  think  the  house  of 
Commons  ought  to  be  put  in  possession  of  some  definite  information  with  respect 
to  it.  [Hear,  hear.]  What,  I  would  ask,  is  the  present  position  of  the  house 
and  of  the  country  generally  ?  Why,  that  while  the  lowest  inhabitant  of  the 
most  petty  capital  on  the  continent  learns  from  his  paper  what  is  taking  place 
here,  we,  the  subjects  of  a  constitutional  sovereign,  are  the  worst- informed  per- 
"Bons  in  Europe  on  this  subject.  [Cheers.]  How  long,  I  should  like  to  know, 
is  this  to  continue?  If  I  were  to  use  the  word  "farce,"  sir,  in  connexion  with 
these  proceedings  I  should,  I  believe,  be  called  to  order  by  you ;  but  this  I  may 
say,  that  the  House  of  Commons  is  placed  in  regard  to  them  in  a  most  humilia- 
ting position,  [hear,  hear,]  and  is  being  tricked  into  silence  by  the  members  of  the 
government,  [hear,  hear,]  who  appear  to  have  taken  the  vows  usually  taken  by 
the  monks  of  La  Trappe.  [A  laugh.]  Whether  they  are  digging  their  own 
grave  is  a  different  question ;  but  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  if  we  submit  to  be 
put  off  day  after  day  with  evasive  answers,  in  which  the  noble  lord,  the  mem 
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ber  for  Tiverton,  is  so  great  a  proficient  that  he  would  be  eminently  qaalified  on 
that  score  alone  for  the  degree  which  he  took  the  other  day  at  Uarabridge, 
[laughter,]  we  shall  be  digging  the  grave,  not  onlj  of  the  dignity  of  the  Hous« 
of  Commons,  bat  of  the  national  honor.    [Gheers.J 

MR.  DISRABLT'S  remarks. 

Mr.  Disrabu.  I  hardly  know  ^y thing  in  our  parliamentary  system  which 
to  my  mind  is  more  to  be  admired  than  the  reserve  which  obtains  in  Parliament 
when  it  is  known  that  her  Maj'esty's  government  are  engaged  in  important 
negotiations  upon  which  the  question  of  peace  or  war  may  turn.  It  is  a  char- 
acteristic of  our  system  which  marks  it  out  from  all  other  attempts  at  parlia- 
mentary government,  and  is  one  of  the  surest  guarantees  for  the  endurance  of 
constitutional  rule.  But  I  must  say  that,  after  listening  to  the  observations  and 
accepting  without  annoyance  the  taunt  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  us  about  moving  the  "previous  question,"  having  moved  tlie  ''previous 
question "  on  a  former  occasion,  when  I  thought  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
country  and  due  to  her  Majesty's  government — I  must  eay  that  I  was  disap- 
pointed by  the  answer  which  the  noble  lord  gave  to  the  question  which  was  put 
to  him  to-night  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  Wishing  for  the  sake  of  the  highest 
considerations,  for  the  advantage  of  the  country,  to  acknowledge  in  the  fullest 
spirit  the  sound  privilege  which  attaches  to  a  government  in  the  position  of 
carrying  on  negotiations,  an!l  negotiations  by  a  conference,  I  think  that/  in  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  now  found  ourselves,  it  would  have  been  salutary, 
and  it  would  have  been  wise  and  politic  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  have  shown  more  candor  and  frankness  than  has  been  exhibited  by  the  noble 
lord  to-night  Because  you  must  remember  that  parliamentary  reserve  under 
these  circumstances  dej^ends  upon  one  constitutional  condition,  and  when  that 
is  observed  the  parliamentary  reserve  is  perfectly  intelligible  and  constitutional. 
The  condition  of  the* reserve  of  Parliament  when  a  government  is  engaged  in 
negotiations  is  that  Parliament  is  acquainted  with  the  principles  upon  which  the 
negotiations  are  conducted,  and  approves  the  general  policy  of  the  government. 
That  is  the  condition  which  has  always  been  acknowledged,  and  on  which  the 
salutary  system  of  parliamentary  reserve  under  these  circumstances  is  founded. 
Bnt  what  the  House  of  Commons  is  alarmed  about,  what  at  this  moment  agitates 
the  house  is,  that  they  are  not  convinced  that  the  policy  which  was  frankly  an- 
nounced by  tl^e  government  before  these  communications  commenced  is  the  one 
which  they  are  now  pursuing,  [cheers;]  and  the  house  and  the  country,  too,  are 
becoming  anxious  because  they  are  not  satisfied  that  the  condition  of  parlia- 
mentary reticence  any  longer  exists  and  is  observed.  I  do  not  want  to  pene- 
trate the  secrets  of  the  conference,  but  it  has  been  well  said  by  the  gentlemen 
who  have  addressed  us  that  there  is  not  that  reserve  in  other  countries  which  is 
observed  in  England.  I  myself  read  in  a  German  paper  the  other  day  an 
absolute  account  of  what  took  place  on  a  most  critical  day  in  the  conference, 
and  that  not  by  way  of  rumor  or  on  dit,  but  with  all  the  forms  of  diplomatic 
accurac3s  an^  I  have  reason  to  believe  from  subsequent  inquiry  that  it  was  an 
authentic  document.  [Hear,  hear.J  Although  the  House  of  Commons  and 
those  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  house  are  more  than  desirous,  when  these ' 
critical  and  important  questions  arise,  not  to  interfere  with  the  course  of  her 
Majesty's  government  or  to  embarrass  negotiations,  it  is  utterly  impossible,  it 
would  be  most  pedantic  for  us  to  pretend  that  we  are  entirely  ignorant,  or 
believe  that  we  are  entirely  ignorant  of  what  is  taking  place  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  house  in  which  we  are  assembled ;  and  theie  are  rumors — ^rumors  which 
appear  to  us  of  an  authentic  nature — which  are  enough  to  disquiet  and  disturb 
OS  all.  No  one  could  expect  that  while  conducting  negotiations  of  this  kind 
the  noble  lord  would  enter  into  any  details ;  we  should  not  expect  minute  com- 
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municationB  from  a  government  wbo  are  conducting  negotiations  upon  mattera  of 
detail  which  must  change  almost  every  day  or  even  hour ;  still,  it  would  have 
been  satisfactory  to  the  house  if  we  had  been  informed  by  the  noble  lord  that, 
though  the  negotiations  were  not  concluded,  though  the  conference  was  sitting 
and  might  sit  for  some  time,  still  he  could  assure  the  house  that  the  principles 
of  policy  which  he  had  announced  to  the  country  were  those  upon  which 
the  government  entered  into  the  conference,  were  those  which  were  guiding 
and  animating  their  councils;  that  he  believed  that  there  was  a  fair  prospect 
that  thpy  would  succeed,  and  that  if  they  did  not  succeed  her  Majesty's 
government  would  have  had  the  opportunity  of  vindicating,  as  far  as  their 
opinion  was  concerned,  the  policy  which  they  recommended,  and  would  appeal 
with  confidence  to  the  candid  consideration  of  Parliament.  [Hear,  hear.] 
But  when  we  hear,  ae  we  do  hear,  that  the  course  which  the  government  is 

[mrsuing  is  one  exactly  contrary  to  that  which  was  announced  in  this  house, 
cheers,]  it  is  impossible  to  expect  from  an  assembly  in  which  the  popular 
element  prevails  to  so  large  an  extent  as  it  does  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  we  upon  these  benches  should  hold  ourselves  in  dignified  reserve,  and 
should  not  expect  from  the  ministers  whom,  under  such  circumstances,  we  are 
inclined  and  prepared  to  trust  some  communication  to  guide  and  enlighten  public 
opinion.  I  therefore  very  much  regret  that  the  noble  lord  has  not  said  some- 
thing which  the  house  had  a  right  to  expect.  I  think  that  when  we  are  in- 
formed that  the  question  now  in  agitation  is  the  continuation  of  the  suspension 
of  hostilities,  the  noble  lord  ought  to  have  given  some  general  assurance  to  the 
bouse  as  to  what  had  been  the  course  of  negotiations.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  satisfactory  to  the  house  to  have  heard  something  that  would  have  per- 
suaded us  that  what  every  man  says  in  the  city  is  not  correct.  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  hear  something  from  the  noble  lord  which  would  have  assured  us 
that  her  Majesty's  ministers  are  not  pursuing  in  the  conference  a  policy  directly 
contrary  to  that  which  was  announced  in  this  house  as  the  basis  of  their  nego- 
tiations, [cheers,!  and  by  the  announcement  of  which,  allow  me  to  remind  the 
house,  they  have  obtained  this  parliamentary  reticence  and  reserve.  [Hear, 
hear.]     It  is  because  the  noble  lord  frankly  declared  what  was  the  policy  of  the 

fovemment  that  he  obtained  that  reserve.  It  was  not  because  we  are  indifferent 
t  was  because  when  such  great  interests  were  at  stake  the  general  policy  of  the 
government  was  satisfactory  to  our  convictions  and  to  the  conscience  of  the 
nation  that  we  felt  it  was  our  duty  to  be  silent ;  but  I  must  say  that  the  silence 
of  the  noble  lord  and  his  answer  to  the  question  that  was  asked  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  proceedings  this  evening  fill  me  with  great  anxiety  and 
apprehension. 

If  the  policy  of  the  government  has  been  entirely  changed — if  at  the  moment 
when  the  renewal  of  the  suspension  of  hostilities  is  in  debate  that  policy  has 
been  entirely  changed — I  say  that  it  is  dae  to  Parliament  that  some  announce- 
ment should  be  made.  [Hear,  hear.]  We  all  know  what  was  the  general  policy 
of  her  Majesty's  government.  In  matters  of  this  kind  no  one  wishes  to  pin  the 
ministry  to  minute  particulars.  The  noble  lord  told  us  frequently,  he  told  us 
continuously,  that  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  government  was  to  maintain  the 
treaty  of  1852,  [hear,  hear,]  or,  rather,  I  should  say,  describing  as  he  did  the 
'scope  and  tendency  of  the  policy  of  1852,  it  was  to  maintain  the  integnty  and 
independence  of  Denmark.  [Hear,  hear.]  That  was  what  the  noble  lord  has 
constantly  told  us,  and  because  he  went  into  the  conference  to  maintain  that 
policy,  and  to  uphold  the  integrity  and  independence  of  Denmark,  the  House  of 
Commons  has  been  silent,  and  it  has  in  my  mind  exercised  a  wise  and  salutary 
parliamentary  reticence,  so  that  it  should  not  be  said  that  we  interfered  and 
threw  obstak^les  in  the  way  of  a  happy  solution  of  these  circumstances  of  great 
difficulty  and  peril.  But  if,  as  rumor  tells  us,  it  is  now  otherwise — which 
appears  to  me  too  incredible  to  accept  [hear,  hear ;]  if  it  be  true  that  the  govern- 
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ment  who  but  five  months  ago  were  making  overtures  to  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  to  stir  up  a  European  war  in  order  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  Denmark, 
[hear,  hear ;]  if.  incredible  as  the  fact  may  be,  the  men  who  followed  such  a 
policy — I  think,  at  that  time,  a  most  dangerous,  but  at  least  a  candid  policy — 
should  be  the  men  who,  having  at  last  succeeded  in  calling  together  a  conference, 
are  themselves  accomplishing  the  destruction  of  the  integrity  and  independence 
of  Denmark,  [  loud  cheers,]  then  I  say  that  some  explanation  is  due  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  the  noble  lord  may  rest  assured  that  neither  Parlia- 
ment nor  the  country  can  long  be  silent  under  the  circumstances.   [Cheers.]    No 
one  wishes  to  interfere  with  the  course  of  her  Majesty's  government,  if  that 
course  is  a  frank  one ;  but  no  minister  is  entitled  to  ask  for  parliamentary  reti- 
cence and  reserve  during  the  progress  of  negotiations  if  he  has  not  first  fulfilled 
the  great  condition  of  such  parliamentary  reserve — that  his  policy  shall  be 
known  to  the  country  and  generally  approved  by  Parliament.    If  he  follows  a 
policy  totally  contrary,  it  may  be  right,  it  may  be  possible  to  justify  it ;  but 
when  that  change  takes  place,  especially  at  a  moment  like  the  present,  when 
the  continuation  of  an  armistice  is  in  question,  he  is  bound  to  come  forward  and 
frankly  tell  us,  "  Our  policy  is  changed.     We  are  perfectly  prepared  to  vindi- 
cate our  com  se.    All  we  ask  is  that  you  should  continue  your  confidence  to  us, 
or  at  least  that  you  should*call  our  conduct  in  onestion,  and  let  it  receive  either 
the  sanction  or  reprobation  of  the  House  of  Commons."     If  the  hypothesis, 
which  I  should  call  wild  were  it  not  for  the  authentic  rumors  and,  I  fear, 
accurate  information  which  have  reached  me,  is  correct,  I  must  say  that  it  is  im- 
possible that  any  body  of  men  should  have  been  more  elaborately  deceived  and 
mistaken  than  the  House  of  Commons  has  been.     [Hear,  hear.]    Is  it  that  wa 
have  relied  merely  upon  the  assurance  of  the  government  ?   Is  it  merely  that  the 
noble  lord  has  come  forward  and  told  us  that  the  policy  upon  which  he  was  con- 
.  ducting  his  negotiations,  that  the  basis  upon  which  subsequently  he  entered  into 
the  conference,  was  to  maintain  the  integrity  and  independence  of  Denmark  I 
Is  that  all  ?     If  that  had  been  ail,  we  might  have  said  that  the  noble  lord  might 
be  able  to  allege  circumstances  which  might  explain  his  conduct,  that  we  might 
have  misconceived  him,  that  we  might  have  placed  too  favorable  a  construction 
upon  the  declaration  of  the  minister.    But  that  is  not  all.    The  noble  lord 
brought,  as  it  were,  Europe  into  witness  and  testimony  of  his  policy.     When  I 
pressed  the  noble  lord  for  information  he  was  always  ready  with  assurances  that 
'*  It  was  not  merely  the  English  government  that  are  prepared  to  maintain  th« 
integrity  and  independence  of  Denmark.    Austria  is  equally  anxious;  Berlin 
is  now  desirous  to  maintain  the  integrity  and  independence  of  Denmark.     So 
futile  are  your  fears  that  I  myself  have  this  moment  received  a  despatch."     He 
told  us  one  night,  I  remember,  when  I  asked  for  some  information,  and  the 
house  was  delighted  to  hear  it  from  so  high  an  authority  and  from  so  authentie 
a  quarter,  that  Prussia  was  as  desirous  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  Denmark  as 
was  the  noble  lord  himself.     [Cheers.]     I  should  think  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  country  generally  must  have  been  surprised  at  the  attitude  maintained 
towards  the  government.     I  do  not  regret  it,  for  I  would  rather  we  should  err 
on  that  side — nay,  I  think  the  noble  lord,  with  his  long  experience  of  difficult 
matters,  mn^t  himself  have  been  a  little  startled  at  the  temper  shown  by  the 
House  of  Commons.    [Hear,  hear.]    When  on  any  evening  he  came  into  the  house 
and  found  it  anxious  and  agitated  in  consequence  of  news  which  had  reached 
it,  the  noble  lord  could  hardly  have  speculated  on  the  felicitous  conclusion  of 
his  own  management.    I^et  the  house  remember  what  has  occurred,  and  then 
let  them  contrast  with  that  the  silence  and  reserve  which  have  been  observed — 
silence  and  reserve  not  arising  from  indifference,  from  want  of  sympathy  with 
others,  from  any  want  of  feeling  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the  conjuncture,  or  any 
want  of  perception  as  to  the  great  interests  at  stake,  but  arising  from  a  senti- 
ment of  patriotic  prudence  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  and  a  determination^ 
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under  the  circumstanceB,  to  asskt  tke  government.  Let  me  remind  tbe  hoose 
of  some  of  the  great  incidents  which  it  wsus  the  duty  of  the  noble  lord  to 
announce,  and  the  replies  whieh  the  noble  lord  gave  to  appeals  that  were 
addressed  to  him.  First  of  all,  the  house  will  remember  the  anxiety  felt  when 
the  subject  was  first  brought  under  our  consideration.  Parliament  was  about  to 
be  prorogued,  when  we  had  an  assurance  from  the  noble  lord  that  sent  ua  all  to 
our  constituents  without  a  care ;  I  am  sure  it  must  have  made  every  heart  in 
Copenhagen  happy  aud  serene  when  the  House  of  Commons  was  assured  by 
the  premier  that  if  difficulties  ever  arose  Denmark  would  not  find  heraelf  alone. 

tLoud  cheers.]  There  are  many  like  myself  who,  I  will  not  say  trembled,  but 
lesitated,  when  they  heard  that  war  might  be  imminent,  remembering,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  grave  national  interests,  and,  on  the  other,  that  national  honor, 
were  concerned.  But  we  were  soon  informed  that  we  need  not  be  nervous,  for 
the  noble  lord,  whose  prescience  as  a  politician  is  celebrated,  while  he  informed 
Denmark  that  she  would  not  be  alone  if  attacked,  assured  England  that  there 
was  not  the  .slightest  probability  of  any  such  eventuality.  [Hear,  hear,  and 
laughter.}  When  we  met  again  the  federal  execution,  which  before  had  been 
ridiculed,  was  impending.  The  house  was  prepared  to  declare,  if  that  execu- 
tion were  carried  out  on  constitutional  principles,  that  it  would  not  interfere  witk 
the  action  of  the  Diet  in  Holstein,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  have 
done  BO.  But  tlien  came  the  passage  of  the  Eider.  That  was  a  great  point 
on  which  the  house  and  the  country  had  fixed  their  attention,  and  there  was  a 
general  understanding  that  if  the  Eider  were  passed  her  Majesty's  government 
must  take  such  steps  as  would  assert  the  spirit  of  their  policy.  [Hear,  hear.] 
But  the  Eider  was  passed,  other  rivers  were  passed,  and  at  last  Jutland  was 
invaded.  The  house  cannot  have  forgotten  the  answer  which  the  noble  lord 
gave  to  my  question  on  that  subject.  He  said  the  invasion  of  Jutland  was  an 
atrocity.  [Cheers.]  That  was  the  language  used  by  the  head  of  thfe  govern- 
ment— language  which  might  rank  with  some  of  the  great  invectives  that  are 
recorded,  and  it  shows  what  was  the  spirit  of  the  government  at  that  time. 
After  those  various  occurrences  we  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  conferences 
and  negotiations.  And  the  house,  notwithstanding  the  disappointments  to 
which  it  had  been  exposed,  notwithstanding  matters  afforded  ground  for  the  belief 
that  the  conduct  of  the  government  was  very  far  fron*  satisfactory,  generously 
supported  her  Maj,esty's  government  the  moment  that  a  conference  was  called. 
The  House  of  Commons  did  so  because  the  noble  lord  told  us  frankly  and 
candidly,  and  repeated  the  statement,  that  the  government  entered  into  that 
conference  for  a  definite  object  and  with  a  definite  view.  [Hear,  hear,  j  We 
do  not  want  to  hold  the  noble  lord  pedantically  to  the  fulfilment  of  any  an- 
nouncement which  he  may  have  made  at  such  a  moment.  All  we  want  is  that 
the  spirit  of  his  policy  shall  be  observed  and  maintained.  It  was  because  we 
credited  the  noble  lord  with  this  assurance  that  we  were  silent.  A  suspension 
of  arms  took  place  for  a  month,  and  that  I  held  to  be  an  incident  of  great 
importance,  having  ventured  to  remind  the  house  that  a  conference  without  an 
armistice  or  cessation  of  hostilities  is  generally  unsatisfactory.  The  month  has 
now  expired,  Or  is  about  to  expire ;.  and  were  there  no  rumors  or  suppositions, 
no  cause  to  justify  men  in  thinking  that  that  is  happening  which  is  not  for  the 
honor  or  the  interests  of  England,  were  there  no  causes  existing  to  make  the* 
house  suppose  that  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  in  any  way 
changed ;  were  everything  as  smooth  as  a  summer  sea^  and  were  there  no  grounds 
for  anxiety  and  dark  mistrust  in  the  public  nund,  it  would  still,  I  maintain, 
have  been  the  office  and  duty  of  the  minister  on  an  occasion  such  as  the  expira- 
tion of  an  armistice  to  come  forward  and  give  some  account  to  Parliament  of 
the  progress  of  those  negotiations.  He  ought  at  least  to  have  reassured  the 
public  mind  and  given  them  some  confidence  in  the  conduct  of  those  discussions, 
and  have  reiterated  the  spirit  of  that  policy  which  Parliament  had  sanctioned. 
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If  not  bj  a  formal  rote,  at  least  by  it8  silence.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  house  "virill 
see  that  the  noble  lord  ought  to  be  called  to  accounti  even  if  there  were  no  cause 
for  anxiety.  But,  if  what  I  have  ventured  to  call  a  wild  hypothesis  bo  true,  if 
it  be  the  fact  that  her  Majesty's  government  in  this  interval  have  entirely 
changed  their  policy,  if  they  themselves  are  participating  in  the  partition  of 
Denmark,  [loud  cheers,]  which  only  five  months  ago  they  were  stirring  up  an 
European  war  to  prevent,  then  I  say  it  is  a  mockery  of  the  House  of  Commons 
if  under  such  circumstances  the  noble  lord  is  silent.     [Loud  cheers.] 

LORD   PALMERSTON'S   REMARKS. 

Lord  Palmbrstox.     We  have  just  heard  a  magnificent  display  of  virtuous 
indignation  [loud  cries  of*'  Oh!"  and  cheers]  from  the  right  honorable  gentle'- 
man,  who  knows  that  he  is  attacking  me  in  a  position  in  which  I  cannot  go 
into  the  defence  that  he  challenges.     He  is  like  a  man  that  attacks  another  who 
has  his  arms  tied  behind  him.     [Laughter  and  cheers.]     He  knows  that,  be- 
cause he  has  been  in  office.     He  knows  that  I  am  tongue-tied  at  the  present 
moment,  and  that  I  cannot  enter  into  an  ample  reply  [loud  cheers]  to  the  attacks 
which  lie  has  showered  upon  me.     The  right  honorable  gentleman  declares  tliat 
he  has  a  policy ;  he  always  moots  this  policy,  and  reproaches  us,  who,  he  thinks, 
have  not  a  policy.    Well,  I  challenge  him  to  say  what  his  policy  is.  [Loud  cheers.] 
Let  him  tell  us  fairly  what  he  wants  the  government  to  do :  and  let  him  ask 
this  house  to  give  a  vote  in  support  .of  her  Majesty's  government  if  they  will 
adopt  the  policy  which  he  thinks  they  ought  to  carry  out.     [*'0h !  oh  !"J     Let 
him  propose  that  this  house  will  support  the  crown  by  all  the  means  that  may 
be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  policy  he  contemplates.     [Cheers  and  an 
ironical  laugh.]     When  he  does  that  I  shall  say  he  is  sincere  in  the  course  that 
he  adopts  in  this  house.     We  know  what  a  negotiation  is,  especially  a  negotia- 
tion carried  on  with  a  great  variety  of  powers  having  different  views  and  differ- 
ent interests ;  and  the  right  honorable  gentleman  ought  to  feel  that  to  state 
from  day  to  day  what  have  been  the  points  of  difference,  ["  No,  no !"]  what  have 
been  the  result;^  of  this  interview  or  that  conference,  must  endanger  the  result 
which  everybody  who  is  anxious  for  the  peace  of  Europe  must  desire  to  see 
attained.     [Cheers.]     And  therefore,  in  spite  of  the  taunts  of  the  right  honora- 
ble gentleman,  I  shall  not  be  induced  to  violate  what  I  consider  my  duty,  aud 
to  throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  a  successful  result  by  telling  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  which  I  dare  say  would  be  satisfactory  to  him,  and  which  I  can 
quite  understand  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  house,  from  day  to  day,  and  from 
meeting  to  meeting,  what  each  member  of  the  conference  has  proposed,  and 
what  each  member  of  the  conference  has  objected  to.     [Cries  of  "Oh!"  and 
cheering.]     Yes,  that  is  what  the  right  honorable  gentleman  asks,  ["  No,  no !"] 
that  is  exactly  what  he  wants.     [Loud  cries  of  "  No."]   The  foreign  papers  tell 
him  certain  things,  and  he  wants  me  here  to  go  into  those  very  details  which 
he  sees  in  the  foreign  papers.     [Hear.]    There  is  a  great  difference  in  statements 
made  by  a  minister  of  the  crown  in  this  house,  and  reports  which  are  circulated 
through  £urope,  and  are  told  in  the  foreign  newspapers.     [Cheers.]     The  right 
honorable  gentleman  may  take  as  much  or  as  little  as  he  pleases  of  those  state- 
ments.    But  though  I  have  the  greatest  desire  to  show  every  possible  respect 
to  this  house,  and  though  I  am  quite  aware  they  ought  to  be  informed  of  every- 
thing which  can  with  propriety  towards  the  public  interests  be  communicated 
to  them,  I  will  not,  even  to  gratify  the  desire  of  this  house,  depart  from  what 
I  consider  to  be  my  duty.     When  members  calmly  reflect  on  the  motives  which 
prevent  her  Majesty's  government  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  from  going  into 
details  which  they  are  anxious  to  hear,  I  am  sure  they  will  see  that  we  are 
acting  rightly.     [Hear,  hear.]    When  the  negotiations  now  going  on  have  ar- 
rived at  a  stage  at  which,  consistently  with  the  national  interests,  the  govern- 
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under  the  circumstanceB,  to  asswt  tke  gavemment.  Let  mo  remind  tbe  hooae 
of  some  of  the  great  incidents  which  it  was  the  dutj  of  the  noble  lord  to 
announce,  and  the  replies  whieh  the  noble  lord  gare  to  appeals  that  were 
addressed  to  him.  First  of  all,  the  house  will  remember  the  anxiety  felt  when 
the  subject  was  iirst  brought  under  our  consideration.  Parliament  was  about  to 
be  prorogued,  when  we  had  an  assurance  from  the  noble  lord  that  sent  us  all  to 
our  constituents  without  a  care ;  I  am  sure  it  must  have  made  every  heart  iu 
Copenhagen  happy  and  serene  when  the  House  of  Commons  was  assured  by 
the  premier  that  if  difficulties  ever  arose  Denmark  would  not  find  herself  alone. 

tLoud  cheers.J  There  are  many  like  myself  who,  I  will  not  say  trembled,  but 
lesitated,  when  they  heard  that  war  might  be  imminent,  remembering,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  grave  national  interests,  and,  on  the  other,  that  national  honor* 
wei-e  concerned.  But  we  were  soon  informed  that  we  need  not  be  nervous,  for 
the  noble  lord,  whose  prescience  as  a  politician  is  celebrated,  while  he  informed 
Denmark  that  she  would  not  be  alone  if  attacked,  assured  England  that  there 
was  not  the  .slightest  probability  of  any  such  eventuality.  [Hear,  hear,  and 
laughter.)  When  we  met  again  the  federal  execution,  which  before  had  been 
ridiculed,  was  impending.  The  house  was  prepared  to  declare,  if  that  execu- 
tion were  carried  out  on  constitutional  principles,  that  it  would  not  interfere  with 
the  action  of  the  Diet  in  Holstein,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  have 
done  so.  But  tlien  came  the  passage  of  the  Eider.  That  was  a  great  point 
on  which  the  house  and  the  country  had  fixed  their  attention,  and  there  was  a 
general  understanding  that  if  the  Eider  were  passed  her  Majesty's  government 
must  take  such  steps  as  would  assert  the  spirit  of  their  policy.  [Hear,  hear.] 
But  the  Eider  was  passed,  other  rivers  were  passed,  and  at  last  Jutland  was 
invaded.  Tbe  house  cannot  have  forgotten  the  answer  which  the  noble  lord 
gave  to  my  question  on  that  subject.  He  said  the  invasion  of  Jutland  was  an 
atrocity.  [Cheers.]  That  was  the  language  used  by  the  head  of  thfe  govern- 
ment— language  which  might  rank  with  some  of  the  great  invectives  that  are 
recorded,  and  it  shows  what  was  the  spirit  of  the  government  at  that  time. 
After  those  various  occurrences  we  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  conferences 
and  negotiations.  And  the  house,  notwithstanding  the  disappointments  to 
which  it  had  been  exposed,  notwithstanding  matters  afforded  ground  for  the  belief 
that  the  conduct  of  the  government  was  very  far  fron»  satisfactory,  generously 
supported  her  Maj,esty's  government  the  moment  that  a  conference  was  called. 
The  House  of  Commons  did  so  because  the  noble  lord  told  us  frankly  and 
candidly,  and  repeated  the  statement,  that  the  government  entered  into  that 
conference  for  a  definite  object  and  with  a  definite  view.  [Hear,  hear. )  We 
do  not  want  to  hold  the  noble  lord  pedantically  to  the  fulfilment  of  any  an- 
nouncement which  he  may  have  made  at  such  a  moment.  All  we  want  is  that 
the  spirit  of  his  policy  shall  be  observed  and  maintained.  It  was  because  we 
credited  the  noble  lord  with  this  assurance  that  we  were  silent.  A  suspension 
of  arms  took  place  for  a  month,  and  that  I  held  to  be  an  incident  of  great 
importance,  having  ventured  to  remind  the  house  that  a  conference  without  an 
armistice  or  cessation  of  hostilities  is  generally  unsatisfactory.  The  month  has 
now  expired,  Or  is  about  to  expire  'r  and  were  there  no  rumors  or  suppositions, 
no  cause  to  justify  men  in  thinking  that  that  is  happening  which  is  not  for  the 
honor  or  the  interests  of  England,  were  there  no  causes  existing  to  make  the' 
bouse  suppose  that  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  in  any  way 
changed ;  were  everything  as  smooth  as  a  summer  sea,  and  were  there  no  grounds 
for  anxiety  and  dark  mistrust  in  the  public  nund,  it  would  still,  I  maintain, 
have  been  the  office  and  duty  of  the  minister  on  an  occasion  such  as  the  expira- 
tion of  an  armistice  to  come  forward  and  give  some  account  to  Parliament  of 
the  progress  of  those  negotiations.  He  ought  at  least  to  have  reassured  the 
public  mind  and  given  them  some  confidence  in  the  couduct  of  those  discussions, 
and  have  reiterated  the  spirit  of  that  policy  which  Parliament  had  sanctioned, 
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if  not  by  a  formal  rote,  at  least  by  its  silence.  [Hear,  bear.]  Tbe  bouse  vill 
see  tbat  tbe  noble  lord  ougbt  to  be  called  to  account,  even  if  tbere  were  no  cause 
for  anxiety.  But,  if  what  I  bave  ventured  to  call  a  wild  bypotbesis  bo  true,  if 
it  be  tbe  fact  tbat  ber  Majesty's  government  in  tbis  interval  bave  entirely 
cbanged  tbeir  policy,  if  tbey  tbemselves  are  participating  in  tbe  partition  of 
Denmark,  [loua  cbeers,]  which  only  five  months  ago  they  were  stirring  up  an 
European  war  to  prevent,  then  I  say  it  is  a  mockery  of  tbe  House  of  Commons 
if  under  such  circumstances  the  noble  lord  is  silent.     [Loud  cheers.] 

LORD   PALMBRSTON'S   REMARKS. 

Lord  Palmbrstox.     We  bave  just  beard  a  magnificent  display  of  virtuous 
indignation  [loud  cries  of  *'  Ob!"  and  cbeers]  from  the  right  honorable  gentie*- 
nmn»  who  knows  tbat  he  is  attacking  me  in  a  position  in  which  I  cannot  go 
into  tbe  defence  that  he  cballcDges.     He  is  like  a  man  that  attacks  another  who 
has  his  arms  tied  behind  him.     [Laughter  and  cheers.]     He  knows  tbat,  be- 
cause he  has  been  in  office.     He  knows  that  I  am  tongue-tied  at  tbe  present 
moment,  and  tbat  I  cannot  enter  into  an  ample  reply  [loud  cbeers]  to  tbe  attacks 
which  lie  has  showered  upon  me.     The  right  honorable  gentleman  declares  that 
he  has  a  policy ;  be  always  moots  this  policy,  and  reproaches  us,  who,  he  thinks, 
have  not  a  policy.   Well,  I  challenge  him  to  say  what  his  policy  is.  [Loud  cheers.] 
Let  him  tell  us  fairly  what  he  wants  tbe  government  to  do ;  and  let  him  ask 
thia  bouse  to  give  a  vote  in  support  ,of  her  Majesty's  government  if  they  will 
adopt  tlie  policy  which  be  thinks  they  ought  to  carry  out.     [''Oh !  oh !"]     Let 
bim  propose  tbat  this  house  will  support  the  crown  by  all  the  means  tbat  may 
be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  policy  be  contemplates.     [Cbeers  and  an 
ironical  laugh.]     When  he  does  that  I  shall  say  be  is  sincere  in  tbe  course  that 
be  adopts  in  this  bouse.     We  know  what  a  negotiation  is,  especially  a  negotia- 
tion carried  on  with  a  great  variety  of  powers  having  different  views  and  differ- 
ent interests ;  and  the  right  honorable  gentleman  ought  to  feel  that  to  state 
from  day  to  day  what  have  been  tbe  points  of  difference,  ["  No,  no !"]  what  have 
been  tbe  results  of  this  interview  or  that  conference,  must  endanger  the  result 
which  everybody  who  is  anxious  for  tbe  peace  of  Europe  must  desire  to  see 
attained.     [Cheers.]     And  therefore,  in  spite  of  the  taunts  of  the  right  honora- 
ble gentleman,  I  shall  not  be  induced  to  violate  what  I  consider  my  duty,  and 
to  throw  impediments  in  tbe  way  of  a  successful  result  by  telling  the  honorable 
gentleman  tbat  which  I  dare  say  would  be  satisfactory  to  him,  and  which  I  can 
quite  understand  would  be  satisfactory  to  tbe  house,  from  day  to  day,  and  from 
meeting  to  meeting,  what  each  member  of  tbe  conference  has  proposed,  and 
what  each  member  of  the  conference  has  objected  to.     [Cries  of  "Oh  1"  and 
cheering.]     Yes,  tbat  is  what  the  right  honorable  gentleman  asks,  ["  No,  no !"] 
that  is  exactly  what  he  wants.     [Loud  cries  of  "  No."]   The  foreign  papers  tell 
him  certain  things,  and  he  wants  me  here  to  go  into  those  very  details  which 
be  sees  in  the  foreign  papers.     [Hear.]    There  is  a  great  difference  in  statements 
made  by  a  minister  of  the  crown  in  this  house,  and  reports  which  are  circulated 
through  Europe,  and  are  told  in  the  foreign  newspapers.     [Cheers.]     Tbe  right 
honorable  gentleman  may  take  as  much  or  as  little  as  he  pleases  of  those  state- 
ments.    But  though  I  bave  the  greatest  desire  to  show  every  possible  respect 
to  thia  house,  and  though  I  am  quite  aware  they  ought  to  be  informed  of  every- 
thing which  can  with  propriety  towards  the  public  interests  be  communicated 
to  them,  I  will  not,  even  to  gratify  the  desire  of  this  house,  depart  from  what 
I  consider  to  be  my  duty.     When  members  calmly  reflect  on  the  motives  which 
prevent  her  Majesty's  government  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  from  going  into 
details  which  they  are  anxious  to  hear,  I  am  sure  they  will  see  that  we  are 
acting  rightly.     [Hear,  bear.]    When  tbe  negotiations  now  going  on  have  ar- 
rived at  a  stage  at  which,  consistently  with  tbe  national  interests,  the  govern- 
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ment  can  make  known  what  we  have  agreed  to  or  proposed,  I  am  quite  satisfied 
we  shall  be  able  to  convince  the  house  that  in  this  matter  we  have  acted  in 
accordance  with  our  duty,  and  with  the  soundest  opinions  that  we  have  been 
enabled  to  form.     [Cheers.] 

MR.  S.  FITZGERALD'S   REMARKS. 

Mr.  8.  Fitzgerald  and  Lord  R.  Cecil  rose  together,  and  there  were  loud 
cries  of  "  Cecil."     The  latter,  however,  gave  way,  and 

Jir.  S.  Fitzgerald  proceeded  to  say  that  the  house,  having  listened  to  the 
noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down,  must  have  seen  how  completely  he  misrepre- 
sented the  speech  of  his  right  honorable  friend.  [Hear.]  There  was  such  a 
thing  as  reticence  based  on  the  ground  that  premature  disclosures  would  be  in- 
jurious to  the  public  service.  But  there  was  also  a  reticence  and  a  reserve 
which  it  was  prudent  for  ministers  to  observe  when  frankness  might  be  inju- 
rious to  the  government.  [Cheers.]  It  was  not  trae  that  his  right  honorable 
friend  or  the  house  wished  the  noble  lord  day  by  day  to  give  the  house  details 
of  all  that  occurred  in  the  conference,  or  to  state  what  was  said  by  this  or  that 
plenipotentiary.  That  was  not  what  his  right  honorable  friend  had  demanded, 
or  what  the  house  or  the  country  required  from  the  government.  When  the 
conference  was  first  proposed,  he  had  himself  put  a  question  to  the  noble  vis- 
count as  to  the  basis  of  tne  conference.  The  noble  lord  replied  that,  to  avoid 
hurting  the  susceptibilities  of  some  of  the  powers,  his  noble  friend  had  merely 
asked  the  conference  to  meet  in  order  to  restore  peace  to  Europe.  [Hear.] 
Yes;  but  the  noble  lord  added  (and  he  would  trouble  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
cheered  to  cheer  this  also,)  that  the  only  principle  of  the  government  in  going 
into  the  conference  was  that  of  maintaining  the  integrity  of  Denmark.  [Loud 
cheers.]  Was  that  all  ?  They  all  knew  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  foreign  office 
had  addressed  a  despatch  to  the  governments  of  Austria  and  France,  inviting 
them  to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation  in  order  to  settle  the  affairs  of  Denmark. 
And  when  the  noble  lord  was  asked  what  he  meant  by  concert  and  co-opera- 
tion, he  said  distinctly  that  he  meant  the  offer  of  material  assistance  to  Den- 
mark by  the  three  great  powers.  [An  honorable  member. — "What  was  their 
answer  ?"]  The  noble  lord  was  asked  under  what  circumstances  the  material 
assistance  was  to  be  given.     He  said  that  it  was  to  be  given  to  Denmark  if  any 

Proposition  were  made  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  monarchy.  [Cheers.] 
t  was  now  stated,  in  such  form  and  on  such  authority  that  the  house  could  not 
but  believe  it,  that  not  only  had  the  government  taken  the  matter  into  consid- 
eration, but  that  they  themselves  were  the  parties  to  propose  the  very  dismem- 
berment of  Denmark  which  they  had  denounced  a  few  months  ago,  which  they 
declared  would  be  a  just  cause  of  war,  and  which  they  said  they  were  ready  to 
join  France  and  Austria  in  giving  material  assistance  to  prevent.  What  the 
house  wanted  to  know  was  whether  the  government  had  really  taken  that 
course.  [Hear,  hear.]  Having  declared  that  they  went  into  the  couference 
for  one  object,  had  they  been  the  parties  to  recommend  an  opposite  policy  ? 
Had  they  taken  up  a  position  that  nve  out  of  every  sir  men  in  the  house  and 
in  the  country  would  consider  a  humiliation  and  a  disgrace?  [Cheers.]  The 
house  wished  to  know,  before  they  agreed  to  continue  their  confidence  to  the 
government,  whether  the  statement  so  generally  believed  was  true,  that  the 
government  had  been  parties  to  take  a  course  which,  before  the  conference  met, 
they  were  the  first  to  denounce.     [Cheers.] 

lord  R.  CECIL'S  REMARKS. 

Lord  R.  Cecil  said  he  regretted  that  no  member  of  the  treasury  bench  had 
thought  fit  to  answer  his  honorable  friend,  [hear,]  and  that  the  government 
seemed  determined  to  bring  the  debate  to  a. conclusion  without  giving  the  House 
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of  Commons  any  of  the  information  which  it  desired  to  have.  The  noble  lord 
had  told  the  house  calmly  to  reflect  upon  the  motives  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
meot.  Pe  had  done  his  best  calmly  to  reflect  upon  them,  and  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  answer  to  that  appeal  was  that  they  had  now  arrived  at 
the  6th  of  June.  [A  laugh.]  The  noble  lord  knew  that  if  by  answers  such  as 
he  had  just  given  he  could  veil  himself  behind  his  position  as  a  negotiator — if 
he  could  put  oflF  from  day  to  day  the  necessity  of  giving  the  House  of  Commons 
the  account  which  he  was  bound  to  render — if  he  could  put  oflF  any  explanation 
antil  the  summer  was  so  far  advanced  that  he  could  not  be  called  to  serious 
question,  his  government  would  be  safe  at  least  for  the  present  year.  [Cheers.] 
And  to  the  noble  lord  and  those  who  sat  with  him  the  welfare  of  Denmark,  the 
maintenance  of  treaties,  and  the  upholding  of  the  pledged  word  of  England 
were  trifles  compared  with  that  which  was  paramount  in  their  minds — the  ad- 
vanced state  of  the  session.  [Cheers,  and  cries  of  "Oh!  "]  He  thought  that 
the  noble  lord  was  making  an  experiment  upon  the  patience  of  the  house  and 
the  country  which  would  not  be  justified  by  the  results.  [Hear.]  It  was  idle 
to  talk  of  details.  They  all  knew  that  the  noble  lord  had  made  a  complete 
change  of  policy.  [Hear,  hear.]  They  all  knew,  from  sources  which  they 
could  not  doubt,  although  they  were  not  official,  that  the  dismemberment  of 
Denmark  had  been  approved,  nay,  proposed,  by  her  Majesty's  government  itself. 
[Hear,  hear.]  It  was  idle  to  attempt  to  withdraw  their  conduct  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  country  and  the  House  of  Commons.  The  reason  why  the  house 
and  the  country  were  beginning  to  be  impatient  at  the  length  of  time  that  the 
conference  had  dragged  on,  and  were  beginning  to  intrude  on  the  sacred  reserve 
which  the  noble  lord  claimed  for  the  position  of  negotiator,  was  that  they  were 
made  to  suspect  that  under  the  auspices  of  the  noble  lord,  England,  under  the 
pretence  of  saving  and  defending  Denmark,  was  in  reality  betraying  her.  |  Hear, 
hear.]  England  had  pushed  her  from  concession  to  concession.  She  first  forced 
her  to  retire  from  Holstein,  then  to  abandon  Rendsburg,  then  to  consent  to  an 
armistice,  then  to  abandon  Schleswig  south  of  the  Schlei,  and  now  there  were 
rumors  that  the  noble  lord  intended  to  yield  to  the  extravagant  and  flagitious 
demand  of  the  German  powers,  and  to  hand  over  a  Danish  population  to  German 
rule.  He  ventured  to  say  that  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  country  would 
not  long  submit  to  the  silence  which  the  noble  lord  wished  to  impose  upon  them, 
and  that  they  would  require  from  him  the  account  which  he  was  bound  consti- 
tutionally to  render,  and  not  permit  him  to  stifle  discussion,  under  pretence  of 
friendship  for  Denmark,  by  asking  the  house  not  to  interfere  while  negotiations 
were  going  on.     [Cheers.] 

MR.  KINGLAKB'S  remarks. 

Mr.  KiNGLAKB  thought  it  would  be  lamentable  if  the  language  which  was  used 
on  that  and  the  other  side  of  the  house  should  succeed  in  extorting  from  the 
government  any  disclosures  perilous  to  the  cause  of  peace.  [Hear,  hear.]  He 
fully  appreciated  the  argument  put  forth  with  great  force  by  the  right  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Disraeli,)  that  the  silence  of  the  house  during  several  weeks 
had  been  purchased  by  the  declaration  made  by  the  government  of  the  views 
and  principles  with  which  they  were  going  into  the  conference.  He  must,  how- 
ever, call  upon  the  house  to  remember  the  discussion  which  took  place  at  a  later 
period  of  the  session.  Just  before  the  conference  was  held  the  government  were 
atiked  as  to  the  basis  on  which  it  was  about  to  be  held.  The  government  at 
length  stated,  but  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  that  the  parties  to  the  conference 
were  meeting  without  any  other  basis  than  a  common  desire  to  restore  peace  to 
Europe.  Surely  that  was  a  retractation  of  the  other  and  impossible  principle 
which  the  government  announced  to  the  house  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  session ; 
and  it  became  those  who  valued  the  peace  of  Europe  rather  to  welcome  the  re- 
tirement of  the  government  from  a  position  which  seemed  to  be  untenable  than 
7c* 


98  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

to  render  that  retirement  difficult  by  taunting  them  with  the  words  they  had 
used  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session.     [Cheers.] 

MR.  D.  GRIFFITH'S  REMARKS. 

Mr.  D.  Griffith  said  that  there  was  a  fear  lest  the  delay  would  he  injurious 
chiefly  to  one  party,  and  that  the  weakest.  The  present  period  of  the  year  was 
more  favorable  than  any  other  to  naval  operations  in  the  Baltic,  and  it  might  be 
said  by  the  friends  of  Denmark  that  the  conference  were  tying  the  hands  of  the 
weaker  party  by  further  postponement.  It  was  plain  that  the  noble  lord's  ex- 
pectation was  that  the  weaker  party  would  be  brought  to  consent  to  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  armistice.  The  noble  lord,  however,  in  taking  such  a  course  was 
undertaking  a  great  responsibility.  The  policy  pursued  by  the  noble  lord's 
government  exposed  thfem  to  the  imputation  that  the  delays  which  were  unfa- 
vorable to  Denmark  were  favorable  to  her  Majesty's  government.  If  the 
Rrmistice  was  prolonged  so  as  to  be  carried  into  July,  her  Majesty's  government 
might  deal  with  the  matter  almost  as  they  pleased.  Being  pretty  familiar  with 
the  feelings  of  the  Danes  upon  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  Griffith)  knew  that  what 
they  wanted  was  some  geographical  boundary  line,  which  would  separate  them 
permanently  from  a  people  so  unfeeling  and  unscrupulous  as  the  Germans  had 
proved  themselves  to  be;  and  if  the  government,  without  extending  the  armis- 
tice too  long,  were  able  to  discover  such  a  line,  he,  for  one,  would  not  complain, 
l^nt  would  rather  rejoice  at  the  separation  of  two  nations  who  were  now  as  hos- 
tile to  one  another  as  the  Russians  and  the  Poles. 

SIR  H.  VBRNBV'S  REMARKS. 

Sir  H.  Vernev  was  glad  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman  speaking  of  the 
separation  between  the  diflPerent  portions  of  the  disputed  territory.  Any  union 
whatever  of  the  German  population  of  Schleswig  and  Holstein  with  the  crown 
of  Denmark  would  not  lead  to  permanent  peace.  Whatever  was  to  be  done 
should  be  done  with  the  assent  of  the  population,  otherwise  permanent  peace 
would  not  be  secured.  It  would  not  do  for  that  house,  or  any  other  authority, 
to  deal  with  the  people  of  the  duchies  without  ascertaining  their  wishes  by 
means  of  a  constitutional  vote  of  the  people,  or  of  an  assembly  elected  for  the 
purpose.  He  hoped  Holstein  would  not  receive  any  accession  of  Schleswig 
territory  which  might  contain  a  hostile  population,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
it  add  to  the  strength  of  Denmark  if  an  unfriendly  population  were  united  to  it. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.  ] 

No.  978.]  Departmext  of  State, 

Washingt€nt  June  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  interesting  despatch 
of  the  19th  of  May,  No.  694.  It  is  to  be  very  sincerely  regretted  that  the 
ministry  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  offered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bar- 
ing to  set  itself  upright  on  the  appeal  for  the  enforcement  of  neutrality  in 
regard  to  naval  expeditions  from  British  ports.  Should  our  campaign  prove 
fortunate,  the  ministry,  if  it  survive  the  present  crisis,  will  probably  regret  their 
short  coming  even  more  profoundly  than  we  do.  The  speech  of  the  attorney 
general  was  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  people  of  this  country.  I  doubt  whether 
it  will,  in  the  end,  be  any  more  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 
iti  m  m  m  Hi  m  Hi  iti  nt 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  979.]  Department  of  State, 

WoMkington,  June  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  of  May,  No.  697,  has  heen  received.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  let  Earl  Russell  understand  that  we  are  unable  to  comprehend 
the  reason  why  the  crew  of  the  Georgia  are  left  unmolested,  while  the  Irishmen 
who  secreted  themselves  on  board  the  Kearsarge,  seeking  to  enlist  in  our  ser- 
vice, have  been  prosecuted  and  convicted?  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that 
the  Georgia  will  cease  her  depredations,  from  inability  to  continue  them.  The 
Niagara  sailed  yesterday.  Assurances  received  from  France  that  American 
piratical  ships  shall  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  sea  in  that  character  relieve  us  from 
the  necessity  of  sending,  at  present,  any  other  naval  force  into  European 
waters. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  981.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  last  week  is  that,  in  the  west.  Gen- 
eral Canby  has  gathered  in  and  so  disposed  of  the  forces  which  constituted 
General  Banks's  expeditionary  force  as  to  secure  important  strategic  points,  and 
prepare  an  aggressive  movement  of  considerable  importance. 

General  Sherman  writes  us  yesterday  afternoon,  from  the  vicinity  of  Dallas, 
as  follows  :  that  "  the  enemy,  discovering  us  moving  round  his  right  flank,  aban- 
doned his  position  last  night  and  marched  off.  McPherson  is  moving  to-day  for 
Ack worth,  Thomas  on  the  direct  Marietta  road,  and  Schofield  on  his  right.  It 
has  been  raining  hard  for  three  days,  and  the  roads  are  heavy.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  enemy's  abandoned  line  of  works  here  shows  an  immense  line  of 
works,  which  I  have  turned  with  less  loss  to  ourselves  than  we  have  inflicted 
upon  them." 

There  has  been  much  manoeuvring  by  the  armies  in  front  of  Richmond, 
attended  with  battles  in  which  we  have  lost  seven  thousand  five  hundred  men, 
and  inflicted  equal  injury  upon  the  enemy.  General  Grant's  headquarters  are 
at  Cold  Harbor.  His  line  stretches  from  Bethesda  church,  on  the  Tolopotomy, 
to  Cold  Harbor.  Assaults  are  made,  first  by  the  one  party  and  then  by  the 
other,  thus  far  always  leaving  our  line  unbroken  and  perhaps  a  little  advanced, 
while  the  enemy,  though  repulsed  in  all  their  attacks,  yet  retain  the  exterior 
line  of  their  defences  of  Richmond.  The  communications  of  General  Grant 
with  his  new  base  on  the  Pamunkey  are  perfect.  Abundant  supplies  are  con- 
veyed to  him,  with  re-enforcements  equal  to  the  great  waste  which  unavoidably 
occurs  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  The  obstinacy  exhibited  by  the  two  par- 
ties has  not  been  surpassed  in  the  whole  course  of  the  war. 

We  have,  as  yet,  no  advices  of  the  movement  recently  instituted  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Shenandoah. 

Congress  has  passed  the  currency  bill,  and  thus  disposed  of — I  think  in  a 
manner  which  will  be  satisfactory — the  very  troublesome  conflict  between  the 
new  national  banking  system  and  the  old  one  of  State  banks. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ife,,  ^.,  Sfc, 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  984.]  Dkpartmbnt  op  State, 

WaskingtoHt  June  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  leam  from  your  communication  that  her  Britannic  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  bought  the  iron-clads  which  were  detained  at  Lairds'  ship-yards,  and 
were  the  subject  of  judicial  proceedings  instituted  by  the  crown.  Although  the 
ministry  have  not  officially  informed  us  of  the  purchase,  the  President,  never- 
theless, thinks  that  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  assure  Earl  Russell  that  this 
government  experiences  a  lively  satisfaction  in  the  removal  of  an  unhappy 
occasion  of  disagreement  between  the  two  countries. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfx;,,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  ]\]r.  Seward. 


No.  712.]  Lbgation  op  thb  United  Statbs, 

London,  June  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  regard  to  the  observations  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  958,  upon 
the  substance  of  my  No.  679,  relating  to  the  steamer  Japan,  alias  the  Georgia, 
I  need  only  remark  that  the  next  steamer  must  have  brought  to  you,  with 
my  despatch  No.  687,  a  copy  of  the  note  I  addressed  to  Lord  Russell  oa 
that  subject.  I  trust  it  may  have  answered  the  purpose  you  desired  to  see 
accomplished. 

Since  that  time  a  sale  of  the  Georgia  is  reported  to  have  been  efifected  in 
Liverpool.  I  thought  the  occasion  a  suitable  one  to  enter  a  protest  against  the 
validity  of  the  transfer.  A  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  7th  instant 
on  that  subject  is  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  one  of  his  reply. 

His  lordship  is  evidently  so  much  absorbed  in  the  vortex  of  the  conference 
that  he  has  little  inclination  to  enter  into  other  questions  just  now.  To  him 
the  sale  of  that  vessel  was  undoubtedly  a  great  relief.  It  kept  before  him  the 
worst  question  of  them  all. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


[Enclosures.  ] 

1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  June  7, 1864. 

2.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  8,  1864. 


Mr,  Adam  to  Earl  RutteU. 

Lbgation  op  thb  United  Statbs, 

London,  June  7,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
pool information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  a  transfer,  purporting  to  be  a 
sale,  has  been  made  of  the  steamer  heretofore  known  as  the  Japan,  alias  the 
(Georgia,  by  the  insurgents  or  their  agents  at  that  port. 
In  such  a  contingency,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  take  the 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE*  101 

liberty  to  renew,  in  this  case,  the  observations  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit 
in  mj  note  of  the  14th  of  March  of  last  year,  on  the  case  of  the  steamer  Sumter, 
alias  the  Gibraltar.  On  behalf  of  my  government,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  conso- 
nance with  the  practice  heretofore  adopted  by 'Great  Britain,  to  decline  to 
recognize  the  validity  of  the  sale  of  this  armed  vessel,  heretofore  engaged  in 
carrying  on  war  against  the  people  of  the  United  JStates,  in  a  neutral  port,  and 
to  daim  the  right  of  seizing  it  wherever  it  may  be  found  on  the  high  seas. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russbll,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


EarC  Ru»$eU  to  Mr.  AdatM. 

Foreign  Oppicb,  June  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia  at  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  BUSSELL. 

Cuarlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  715.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  connexion  with  my  No.  707,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now  transmit  copies 
of  two  notes  received  from  Lord  Russell  in  reply  to  two  of  mine,  copies  of 
which  were  forwarded  with  that  despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  S^c,  ifc. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adam. 

Foreign  Office,  May  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  three  more  depositions  relative  to  the  part  taken 
by  Mr.  Bumble  in  providing  men  for  the  steamer  Rappahannock.  These 
depoeitions,  as  well  as  those  enclosed  in  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  16th  ultimo,  have  been  referred  without  loss  of  time  to  the 
proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  BUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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EaH  Rutadi  to  Mr.  Adam, 

Foreign  Office,  June  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  deposition  made  by  Patrick  Shanly  respecting  the 
enlistment  of  British  subjects*  at  Liverpool  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Con- 
federate States ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  same  shall  be 
considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  hacve  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  991.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  We  receive  mingled  news  of  successes  and  Ireverses  in  desultory  militajry 
movements  beyond  the  Mississippi,  but  nothing  has  occurred  there  to  change 
the  attitude  we  held  at  the  date  of  my  last  review  of  the  campaign. 

John  Morgan,  with  what  was  practically  a  guerilla  mounted  band,  lately 
passed  over  the  border  from  Virginia  into  Kentucky  and  committed  some  depre- 
dations in  the  interior  of  that  Stat»e,  of  no  great  significance.  He  was  hotly 
pursued  from  the  start  by  General  Burbridge,  and  was  finally  defeated  near 
Cynthiana,  with  the  dispersion  of  his  forces. 

General  Hunter,  with  his  flying  column,  met  and  defeated  the  enemy  in  a 
pitched  battle  at  Piedmont,  and  then  seized  and  occupied  Staunton,  in  the  valley 
of  Virginia.  He  mad©  important  captures  there  of  prisoners,  arms,  orduance 
and  military  stores.  At  the  date  of  our  last  advices  he  had  effected  a  union  of 
the  forces  imder  his  immediate  command  with  the  detachments  under  command 
of  General  Crook  and  General  Averill,  who  have  very  thoroughly  broken  up  the 
chief  military  communications  of  the  enemy  in  that  part  of  the  country.  We 
learn  that  on  the  one  hand  General  Sherida^,  with  a  considerable  cavalry  force, 
has  gone  out  to  meet  and  strengthen  General  Hunter,  while  Breckenridge,  with 
some  insurgent  levies,  has  gone  to  resist  Hunter's  attempt  to  effect  a  junction 
with  the  army  of  the  Potomac  in  front  of  Richmond.  The  very  severe  but 
heroic  battle  which  was  fought  on  the  3d  of  June  at  Cold  Harbor  resulted  in 
satisfying  Lieutenant  General  Grant  that  Richmond  could  not  be  entered  directly 
from  that  point  without  unnecessary  waste  of  military  power;  he  therefore 
immediately  began  his  preparations  to  seize  a  new  and  better  position,  and  at 
the  same  time  effect  a  junction  with  the  forces  yet  remaining  under  command 
of  Major  General  Butler  on  the  south  bank  of  the  James  river.  The  movement 
began  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  we  are  now  anxiously  wailing  for 
information  of  the  result. 

The  canvass  for  the  presidential  election  was  opened  on  the  30th  of  May  by 
an  assemblage  of  citizens,  who  put  in  nomination  John  C  Fremont,  late  of 
California,  for  President,  and  John  Cochran,  of  New  York,  for  Vice-President. 
The  Union  convention,  which,  pursuant  to  the  customary  recommendation, 
assembled  at  Baltimore  on  the  7th  instant,  was  attended  by  full  delegations 
from  all  the  States  where  the  federal  authority  is  recognized.  This  body 
nominated  the  present  incumbent  of  the  chief  executive  office  for  re-election, 
with  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  for  the  office  of  Vice-President. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^r.,  ^. 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts  ] 

No.  718.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  16,  1864. 
Sir:  •  ♦  •  •  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

I  transmitted  by  the  steamer  of  Saturday  a  copy  of  the  London  Times,  contain- 
ing a  report  of  a  debate  in  the  Hoase  of  Lords  on  the  sabject  of  enlistments. 
•  ••••••••• 

The  time  may  come  when  the  forbearance  exercised  in  this  period  of  trial 
will  not  be  without  its  advantages,  in  turning  the  scale  between  th&  contending 
sentiments  in  regard  to  us  within  this  kingdom.  The  domestic  struggle  which 
is  to  new  shape  the  government  is  only  in  abeyance.  Everybody  feels  that  it 
must  go  on  sooner  or  later,  and  that  the  example  of  the  United  States  will 
have  more  or  less  of  influence  upon  the  result.  There  may,  possibly,  come  a 
day  when  the  governing  power  of  Great  Britain  will  be  in  true  sympathy  with 
us.  It  never  has  been  so  yet,  and  it  never  will  be  so  long  as  the  only  real 
aristocracy  remaining  in  Europe  sees  and  feels  that  the  permanence  of  the  priv- 
ileges  which  sustain  it  is  endangered  by  the  growth  and  predominance  of  insti- 
tutions which  foster  equality  of  condition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^.* 


Extracts  from  the  debate  in  the  H<mse  of  Lords. 

[From  the  London  Times  of  June  10,  1864.] 

FEDERAL  ENLISTMENT  OF  BRITISH  SUBJECTS. 

REMARKS  OP   THE   MARQUIS   OF   CLANRICARDE. 

The  Marquis  of  Clanricardb  said  that  their  lordships  might  think  him 
somewhat  pertinacious  in  entering  again  into  this  subject ;  but  he  could  not  help 
feeling  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  been  remiss  in  the  matter,  and  that, 
besides  our  duty  to  our  fellow-subjects,  a  great  moral  responsibility  rested  upon 
us  to  prevent  this  recruiting.  If  the  proper  measures  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
it  long  ago,  the  civil  war  in  America  would  have  ended  before  now ;  and  if  the 
recruiting  of  British  subjects  were  now  put  a  stop  to  he  believed  the  war  would 
be  brought  to  a  comparatively  early  termination.  If  the  cases  which  had  been 
brought  before  Parliament  were  isolated  and  exceptional — if  they  had  arisen 
only  from  overzeal  or  indiscretion  or  avarice  on  the  part  of  American  citizens — 
he  should  not  have  been  apt  to  notice  them.  But  no  man  could  doubt  that  for 
two  years  there  had  existed  a  deliberate  intention  on  the  part  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment to  fill  its  armies  with  foreigners,  and  especially  with  subjects  of  the 
Queen.  The  sanguinary  war  which  had  raged  had  rendered  it  impossible  for' 
the  federal  government  to  recruit  its  armies  from  the  population  of  the  federal 
States,  and  it  now  deliberately  sought  to  recruit  its  armies  from  abroad.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  were  disposed  to  lay  very  much  stress  upon  foreign 
enlistment  acts,  because  he  believed  that  they  were  seldom  found  to  be  very 
efficient  in  their  working.  The  attempts  which  had  been  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  preserve  impartiality  in  the  contest  on  the  American 
continent  had  not  procured  for  us  much  credit,  nor  tended  to  increase  the  re- 
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Earl  RumU  to  Mr,  Adamt. 

Foreign  Office,  June  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  deposition  made  by  Patrick  Shanly  respecting  the 
enlistment  of  British  subjects*  at  Liverpool  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Con- 
federate States;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  same  shall  be 
considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  BUSSELL. 

Gharl&s  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,^  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  991.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  We  receive  mingled  news  of  successes  and  ^reverses  in  desultory  military 
movements  beyond  the  Mississippi,  but  nothing  has  occurred  there  to  change 
the  attitude  we  held  at  the  date  of  my  last  review  of  the  campaign. 

John  Morgan,  with  what  was  practically  a  guerilla  mounted  band,  lately 
passed  over  the  border  from  Virginia  into  Kentucky  and  committed  some  depre- 
dations in  the  interior  of  that  Stat»e,  of  no  great  significance.  He  was  hotly 
Eurtued  from  the  start  by  General  Burbridge,  and  was  finally  defeated  near 
lynthiana,  with  the  dispersion  of  his  forces. 

General  Hunter,  with  his  flying  column,  met  and  defeated  the  enemy  in  a 
pitched  battle  at  Piedmont,  and  then  seized  and  occupied  Staunton,  in  the  valley 
of  Virginia.  He  mad«  important  captures  there  of  prisoners,  arms,  ordnance 
and  military  stores.  At  the  date  of  our  last  advices  he  had  effected  a  union  of 
the  forces  under  his  immediate  command  with  the  detachments  under  command 
of  General  Crook  and  General  Averill,  who  have  very  thoroughly  broken  up  the 
chief  military  communications  of  the  enemy  in  that  part  of  the  country.  We 
learn  that  on  the  one  hand  General  Sheridan,  with  a  considerable  cavalry  force, 
has  gone  out  to  meet  and  strengthen  General  Hunter,  while  Breckenridge,  with 
some  insurgent  levies,  has  gone  to  resist  Hunter's  attempt  to  effect  a  junction 
with  the  army  of  the  Potomac  in  front  of  Richmond.  The  very  severe  but 
heroic  battle  which  was  fought  on  the  3d  of  June  at  Cold  Harbor  resulted  in 
satisfying  Lieutenant  General  Grant  that  Richmond  could  not  be  entered  directly 
from  that  point  without  unnecessary  waste  of  military  power;  he  therefore 
immediately  began  his  preparations  to  seize  a  new  and  better  position,  and  at 
the  same  time  effect  a  junction  with  the  forces  yet  remaining  under  command 
of  Major  General  Butler  on  the  south  bank  of  the  James  river.  The  movement 
began  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  we  are  now  anxiously  wailing  for 
information  of  the  result. 

The  canvass  for  the  presidential  election  was  opened  on  the  30th  of  May  by 
an  assemblage  of  citizens,  who  put  in  nomination  John  C  Fremont,  late  of 
Galifomia,  for  President,  and  John  Cochran,  of  New  York,  for  Vice-President. 
The  Union  convention,  which,  pursuant  to  the  customary  recommendation, 
assembled  at  Baltimore  on  the  7th  instant,  was  attended  by  full  delegations 
from  all  the  States  where  the  federal  authority  is  recognized.  This  body 
nominated  the  pi-esent  incumbent  of  the  chief  executive  office  for  re-election, 
with  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  for  the  office  of  Vice-President. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  S^c. 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extracts  ] 

No.  718.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London^  June  16,  1864. 
Sir:  •#•••♦♦# 

I  transmitted  by  the  steamer  of  Saturday  a  copy  of  the  London  Times,  contain- 
ing a  report  of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  subject  of  enlistments. 

The  time  may  come  when  the  forbearance  exercised  in  this  period  of  trial 
will  not  be  without  its  advantages,  in  turning  the  scale  between  tn&  contending' 
sentiments  in  regard  to  us  within  this  kingdom.  The  domestic  struggle  which 
is  to  new  shape  the  government  is  only  in  abeyance.  Everybody  feels  that  it 
must  go  on  sooner  or  later,  and  that  the  example  of  the  United  States  will 
have  more  or  less  of  influence  upon  the  result.  There  may,  possibly,  come  a 
day  when  the  governing  power  of  Great  Britain  will  be  in  true  sympathy  with 
us.  It  never  has  been  so  yet,  and  it  never  will  be  so  long  as  the  only  real 
aristocracy  remaining  in  Europe  sees  and  feels  that  the  permanence  of  the  priv- 
ileges which  sustain  it  is  endangered  by  the  growth  and  predominance  of  insti- 
tutions which  foster  equality  of  condition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  8fc: 


Extracts  from  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

[From  the  London  Times  of  June  10,  1864.] 

FEDERAL  ENLISTMENT  OF  BRITISH  SUBJECTS. 

REMARKS  OP   THB   MARQUIS   OP   CLANRICARDB. 

The  Marquis  of  Clanricardb  said  that  their  lordships  might  think  him 
somewhat  pertinacious  in  entering  again  into  this  subject ;  but  he  could  not  help 
feeling  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  been  remiss  in  the  matter,  and  that, 
besides  our  duty  to  our  fellow- subjects,  a  great  moral  responsibility  rested  upon 
us  to  prevent  this  recruiting.  If  the  proper  measures  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
it  long  ago,  the  civil  war  in  America  would  have  ended  before  now ;  and  if  the 
recruiting  of  British  subjects  were  now  put  a  stop  to  he  believed  the  war  would 
be  brought  to  a  comparatively  early  termination.  If  the  cases  which  had  been 
brought  before  Parliament  were  isolated  and  exceptional — if  they  had  arisen 
only  from  overzeal  or  indiscretion  or  avarice  on  the  part  of  American  citizens — 
he  should  not  have  been  apt  to  notice  them.  But  no  man  could  doubt  that  for 
two  years  there  had  existed  a  deliberate  intention  on  the  part  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment to  fill  its  armies  with  foreigners,  and  especially  with  subjects  of  the 
Queen.  The  sanguinary  war  which  had  raged  had  rendered  it  impossible  for' 
the  federal  government  to  recruit  its  armies  from  the  population  of  the  federal 
States,  and  it  now  deliberately  sought  to  recruit  its  armies  from  abroad.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  were  disposed  to  lay  very  much  stress  upon  foreign 
enlistment  acts,  because  he  believed  that  they  were  seldom  found  to  be  very 
efficient  in  their  working.  The  attempts  which  had  been  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  preserve  impartiality  in  the  contest  on  the  American 
continent  had  not  procured  for  us  much  credit,  nor  tended  to  increase  the  re- 
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spect  with  which  we  were  regarded.  It  was  a  fact,  not  at  all  unknown  in  the 
metropolis  or  in  the  business  world,  that  one  of  the  belligerent  powers  had  been 
plentifully  supplied  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  bj  this  country  from  the 
commencement  of  the  contest;  and  yet  as  soon  as  it  was  proposed  to  supply  the 
other  belligerent  power  with  ships,  a  course  which  would  practically  have  placed 
the  resources  of  this  country  impartially  within  the  reach  of  both  parties,  the 
government  had  found  itself  compelled  to  take  action  and  to  assert  its  entire 
neutrality.  He  maintained  that  at  no  former  period  of  our  history  had  foreign 
enlistment  so  extensively  prevailed.  It  was  a  fact  perfectly  notorious  that  there 
had  been  approved  agents  of  the  federal  government  established  not  only  in 
Ireland,  but  also  in  England,  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  recruits.  He  had  re- 
ceived communications  upon  the  subject  irom  the  midland  counties  informing  him 
that  such  was  the  case,  and  he  had  learnt  that  effoi'ts  to  obtain  recruits  had  even 
been  made  in  Lincolnshire,  where  it  would  have  been  thought  that  there  was 
little  likelihood  of  success.  The  federal  government  itself  had  made  no  secret 
of  its  actions.  The  Secretary  of  State  presented  to  Congress  a  bill,  strengthened 
by  a  message  from  the  President,  and  the  measure  was  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a  committee.  The  bill  proposed  to  establish  a  foreign  recruiting  depart- 
ment, the  headquarters  of  which  were  to  be  at  New  York,  and  that  its  recruiting 
agents  should  be  scattered  through  foreign  countries.  He  believed  that  such  a 
plan  had  never  been  suggested  anywhere  but  in  America.  Was  it  possible  to 
doubt  that  the  chief  object  of  such  a  measure  was  to  facilitate  the  enlistment  of 
recruits  from  this  country  and  other  portions  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  ?  The 
law  was  not  passed,  and  it  failed  partly  because  it  was  feared  that  so  open  a 
manifestation  of  the  intentions  of  the  federals  might  excite  tlie  opposition  of 
our  government.  The  bill  was  what  was  called,  in  the  language  of  the  country, 
"  tabled."  We  had  not  only  this  to  complain  of,  but  we  had  also  submitted  to 
what  was  contrary  to  every  international  law.  He  had  by  him  a  Liverpool 
paper  in  which  it  was  stated  that  a  regiment  of  1,500  Germans  had  been  levied 
in  Germany,  and  that  they  were  to  sail  frrfm  Liverpool  as  ships  could  be  provided 
for  the  purpose.  The  newspaper  recorded  the  departure  of  130  Germans  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  event  were  the  embarcation  of  a  regiment  of  the  guards. 
That  was  exactly  one  of  those  cases  which  the  foreign  enlistment  act  had  been 
intended  to  prevent.  Of  course,  it  was  not  openly  stated  that  men  were  enlisted 
for  the  army.  It  was  pretended  that  the  demand  for  soldiers  caused  by  the 
severity  of  the  conflict  had  created  such  a  displacement  of  industrial  laborers 
that  many  branches  of  the  industry  of  the  country  were  at  a  stand  still  on  ac- 
count of  the  impossibility  of  procuring  workmen.  No  man,  however,  who  ex- 
amined the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  which  he  had  referred  would  credit  such 
statements  for  a  moment.  The  provisions  of  the  bill,  according  to  the  account 
which  he  had  read  of  it,  proposed  to  advance  the  passage  and  other  sums  of 
money  to  the  emigrants,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  deducted  from  their  wages. 
It  was  obviously  absurd  to  think  that  the  federal  government  would  appoint 
collectors  to  go  around  and  collect  weekly  or  monthly  payments,  as  the  case 
might  be.  The  money  could  only  be  repaid  by  deductions  from  wages  if  the 
men  were  engaged  in  service  under  the  government,  and  it  was  notorious  that 
that  service  was  in  the  army.  They  knew  that  for  the  last  two  years  proclama- 
tions had  been  issued  for  recruits,  that  the  President  of  the  federal  States  had 
called  upon  the  different  States  to  supply  their  quota,  and  that  some  of  those 
proclamations  had  scarcely  produced  more  effect  than  so  much  waste  paper. 
There  were  only  two  States  where  the  quota  of  soldiers  was  supplied  propor- 
tionate to  the  population.  In  even  the  more  wealthy  States  the  enlistments  were 
not  at  all  successful.  It  was  well  known  how  that  the  need  of  men  had  driven 
the  United  States  government  to  employ  negro  soldiers,  and  President  Lincoln 
had  recently  stated  that  he  expected  the  negro  regiments  would  provide  him 
with  130,000  men.    It  was  truly  horrible  to  think  that  such  vast  numbers  of 
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men  ebonld  be  wanted  for  the  mere  purpose  of  slaughter.  In  the  space  of  very 
few  weeks  no  less  than  40,000  men  had  been  lost  to  one  army  alone,  and  from 
caleolations  based  npon  hospital  returns  there  was  no  reason  to  think  that  that 
nomber  was  exaggerated.  Such  a  state  of  things  was  not  creditable  to  the 
civilized  world,  and  at  least  we  ought  to  take  steps  to  prevent  our  fellow-subjects 
from  becoming  victims  in  the  dreadftil  conflict  now  raging  in  America.  When 
the  pretence  of  inducing  men  to  go  over  to  America  to  work  upon  canals  and 
railways  was  put  forth  no  one  could  be  deluded  by  it  in  that  house.  They  had 
heard  of  the  case  which  occurred  not  long  ago  in  Ireland,  where  a  number  of 
operatives  were  induced  by  a  federal  agent  to  accompany  him  to  the  United 
States.  Upon  arriving  in  Boston  the  men  were  lodged  in  a  sort  of  bam,  where 
they  were  kept  without  food  all  day.  In  the  evening  strong  drink  was  freely 
supplied,  and  some  of  the  unfortunate  men  became  so  stupefied  that  they  did 
not  recover  their  senses  for  two  days.  After  the  men  had  drank  deeply,  Mr. 
Kidder,  the  person  by  whom  they  were  engaged,  visited  them,  accompanied  by 
govemm^it  and  police  officers,  and  informing  them  that  he  had  been  disappointed 
in  the  work  for  which  he  had  engaged  them,  recommended  that  they  should  join 
the  United  States  army,  at  the  same  time  tendering  the  bounty,  specially  in- 
viting them  to  join  a  particular  redment,  which,  he  said,  was  wholly  composed 
of  Irishmen.  Some  were  induced  to  accept  the  bounty,  but  the  others  were 
turned  out  next  day,  and  were  indebted  for  food  to  the  charity  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen  in  Boston.  He  wanted  to  know  what  had  been  done  for  those 
men,  and  what  reparation  had  been  sought  for  them,  and  whether  any  precau- 
tions had  been  ti^en  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  transactions  in  future. 
That  such  practices  as  those  he  had  referred  to  were  not  uncommon.  They 
knew  upon  the  authority  of  a  federal  officer.  General  Wisden,  who  remonstrated 
against  the  sort  of  men  who  were  sent  to  him,  of  their  being  mostly  foreigners, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  enlisted,  stating  that  frequently  they 
were  sent  off  to  the  depot  while  drugged,  and  refused  to  do  duty  upon  recovery, 
alleging  that  they  had  not  been  fairly  enlisted.  In  these  cases  the  men  were 
shot  at  once  without  trial.  Were  such  proceedings  to  be  allowed  to  continue  ? 
It  was  not  only  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland  that  the  practices  he  complained 
of  had  been  carried  on,  but  he  had  seen  letters  from  Canada  which  spoke  of 
similar  doings  there,  and  in  one  case  mention  was  made  of  the  desertion  of 
several  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  from  a  regiment  serving  there,  tempted 
to  do  so  by  the  inducement  being  held  out  to  them  of  commissions  in  the  federal 
army.  He  would  not  mention  the  particular  regiment  referred  to,  because  he  trusted 
that  the  statement  might  not  be  correct.  He  might  be  told  that  all  these  were 
general  statements,  but  even  if  so  they  were  statements  known  to  all  the  world, 
and  could  not.  be  unknown  to  the  aulhorities  here.  He  wanted  to  know  whether 
we  were  to  continue  upon  terms  of  amity  and  alliance  with  a  people  who  treatcfd 
us  in  this  manner,  and  disregarded  our  remonstrances.  It  was  to  be  regretted 
that  the  case  of  the  Kearsarge  had  been  suffered  to  pass  almost  without  notice. 
This,  however,  was  a  question  between  nation  and  nation.  Mr.  Madison,  in  his 
declaration  of  war  against  this  country,  went  far  beyond  the  order  in  council, 
which  was  the  inmiediate  cause,  and  complained  generally  of  the  practice  of 
impressing  seamen  found  on  board  American  ships.  Mr.  Madison  did  not  com- 
plain  that  John  Smith  or  Tom  Jones  was  taken  out  of  a  particular  ship,  nor  did 
be  draw  an  indictment  as  particular  as  an  Old  Bailey  lawyer  would  make  it,  but 
he  complained  of  the  general  practice  of  this  country,  and  said  the  United  States 
would  not  suffer  it  longer.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  to  war — ^he  rather  desired  to  put 
a  stop  to  war.  When  this  country  had  been  treated  with  insult  and  indignity; 
when  our  fellow-countrymen  had  suffered  great  injuries,  he  wished,  not  for  war, 
but  for  something  like  vigorous  remonstrance  and  an  assurance  that  the  ob- 
jectionable practices  should  not  be  continued.  If  he  were  asked  whether  if  re- 
ittonstrance  failed  he  was  prepared  to  go  to  war,  he  would  ask,  in  reply,  for 
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what  were  we  ever  to  go  to  war  if  not  for  insults  oflTered  to  our  sovereignty  and 
injuries  done  to  our  fellow-subjects  1  Why  did  we  pay  0630,000,000  a  year  for 
our  army  and  navy  if  these  forces  were  not  to  be  employed  in  maiDtaining  the 
honor  of  the  country  and  affording  protection  to  our  fellow-countrymen  ?  We 
had  supplied  the  United  States  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  an  enormous 
extent,  and  it  might  be  difficult  to  prevent  that.  But  we  had  also  supplied  during 
the  last  year  or  so  many  thousands  of  men,  and  of  the  tens  of  thousands  who 
had  been  massacred  in  this  awful  conflict  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  a  large 

Eroportion  of  the  victims  had  been  bom  subjects  of  the  Queen.  We  had  no 
usiness  to  be  in  amity  or  in  diplomatic  relations  with  a  country  which  paid  so 
little  regard  to  the  rights  of  our  fellow-subjecis  as  the  federal  States  of  America 
had  shown  in  this  matter.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  great  deal  of 
blame  must  be  laid  to  the  chaise  of  the  nations  of  Europe  for  the  continuance 
of  this  war.  When  t^f  o  great  armies  were  fronting  each  other  was  not  perhaps 
a  time  when  any  hopeful  interference  could  take  place,  but  there  had  been  times 
when  he  thought  interference  might  usefully  and  effectively  have  taken  place ; 
and  while,  on  the  one  hand,  we  took  a  tone  as  regarded  our  fellow-subjects  to 
show  that  we  would  not  permit  the  repetition  of  such  conduct  as  had  gone  on 
during  the  last  year,  he  also  hoped  that  within  a  very  few  weeks  there  might  be 
such  a  state  of  affairs  in  that  country  when  it  would  be  perfectly  proper  and 
possipic  for  the  nations  of  Europe  to  enter  upon  this  matter  with  a  Arm  and 
decided  tone,  and  that  they  would  take  those  steps  by  which  alone  he  believed 
this  horrible  carnage,  utterly  fruitless  in  itself,  injurious,  above  all,  to  America, 
disgraceful  to  the  century  in  which  we  lived,  and  shocking  to  the  feelings  of  all 
mankind,  would  be  terminated.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  noble  marquis  concluded 
by  moving  for  the  papers  of  which  he  had  given  notice. 

REMARKS   BY   LORD   BROUGBAM. 

Lord  Brougham,  in  rising  to  second  the  motion,  wished  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  some  parts  of  his  noble  friend's  statements.  No  one  could  lament 
more  deeply  than  he  did,  not  only  the  cruel  and  calamitous  civil  war  which  had 
been  raging  for  the  last  three  years  in  America,  but  the  conduct  of  many  of  our 
countrymen  in  joining  jn  this  dreadful  contest,  more  particularly  those  who 
came  from  that  part  of  the  country  to  which  his  .  noble  friend  belonged,  and 
who,  he  lamented  to  say,  had  in  great  numbers  entered  the  federal  army.  He 
highly  disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the  federal  government,  not  only  in  the 
attempt,  which  they  began  but  could  not  carry  out,  to  establish  depots  for  raising 
foreign  recruits,  but  he  disapproved  as  entirely  of  their  taking  men— even  if  they 
did  not  inveigle  them  by  the  tricks  which  had  been  described- — taking  them  even 
when  the  men  honestly  entered,  and  entered  knowing  what  they  were  doing, 
even  though  not  deceived  by  crimps  and  deluded  under  the  influence  of  stronff 
liquor.  The  men  were  told  they  were  going  merely  to  labor  in  the  fields  ;  and 
after  they  were  there  they  were  told  there  was  no  work  for  them,  and  they  were 
asked  :  "  Will  you  please  come  into  the  army  1  "  But  even  suppose  the  most 
fair  and  honest  contract  made  between  these  Irishmen  and  the  recruiting  officers 
of  the  federal  government,  he  still  disapproved  of  the  course  which  they  had 
adopted.  What  was  their  complaint  against  us  ?  That  we  were  not  sufficiently 
neutral.  [Hear,  hear.]  That  we  did  not  hold  the  balance  even  between  the  two 
parties — federals  and  confederates.  Both  parties  in  America,  he  believed,  com- 
plained of  us  in  this  respect ;  but  could  there  be  a  more  open  infraction  of  neu- 
trality than  the  conduct  of  those  who  compel  the  poor  Irish  immigrants  to  enter 
their  service,  or  who  take  them  into  their  service  f  They  were  taking  men  into 
their  service  who  were  guilty  of  an  offence  punishable  severely  in  this  country. 
These  men  were  criminals.  The  crime  of  which  they  were  guilty  had  lately 
been  made  a  misdemeanor  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act ;  but  in  the  reign  of 
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George  II  it  was  felony,  and  at  one  time  it  was  a  capital  felony.  [Hear,  hear.] 
The  men  were  still  criminals;  and  the  federal  government  employed  men 
knowing  them  to  be  criminals,  and  that  it  was  only  as  criminals  that  they  were 
entering  into  their  service.  Time  was  when  those  same  Americans  complained 
bitterly  of  onr  employing  foreign  troops  to  subdue  them — to  do  the  very  same 
thing  towards  them  which  the  federals  were  now  doing  towards  the  confederates, 
endeavoring  to  restore  the  union — that  was  to  conquer,  or  attempting  to  conquer, 
the  confederates  by  foreign  troops.  In  the  draughts  to  supply  the  enormous 
demands  which  this  most  lamentable  war  had  made — he  behoved  not  less  than 
600,000  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  years — they  t3ok  not  regiments  or  corps, . 
but  thousands  of  persons  from  Germany,  and,  he  grieved  to  say,  hundreds  at 
least  from  Ireland.  The  Germans  formed  a  great  part  of  their  resources  to 
supply  the  blanks  which  this  cruel  war  had  made.  These  American  scorn  plained 
of  our  conduct  in  1778;  and  the  worst  thing  they  considered  we  did,  in  at- 
tempting their  conquest,  was  the  employment  of  Hessian  and  other  German 
regiments  in  the  course  of  the  war.  The  eloquence  of  Mr.  Burke  and  of  Lord 
Chatham  made  the  walls  of  Parliament  ring  with  complaints  of  the  Grerman^ 
mercenaries  being  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  government  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
duing America.  Now,  these  Americans  were  doing  the  very  self-same  thing,  not 
by  tfJLing  corps  but  thousands  of  individuals  who  are  foreigners  into  their  service, 
and  employing  them  against  the  confederates.  He  wished  his  voice,  which  hardly 
reached  the  limits  of  that  room,  could  reach  across  the  Atlantic,  to  his  old  friends 
and  clients — for  taking  part  with  whom  in  1812,  to  which  his  noble  friend  re- 
ferred, he  had  suffered  much  abuse  in  this  country,  being  called  at  one  time  the 
attorney  general  of  Mr.  Madison,  at  all  times  the  tool  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  said 
in  every  respect  to  have  given  preponderance  to  America  over  his  own  country ; 
a  groundless  charge,  but  it  was  made,  and  it  showed  the  anxiety  and  warmth 
with  which  he  supported  the  cause  of  America.  [Hear,  hear.]  Would  that  his 
former  clients  would  now  listen  to  him,  imploring  them  for  once— once  and  for 
all — to  be  satisfied  with  the  glory  they  had  gained ;  for  they  had  shown  the 
greatest  courage  universally,  both  confederates  and  federals  had  shown  the 
greatest  fortitude,  the  greatest  courage,  the  most  extraordinary  capacity  for 
war — ^he  meant  for  war  as  regarded  mere  fighting,  which  no  doubt  a  great  part 
of  war  was ;  and  they  had  shown  that,  if  they  were  not  sparing  of  other  men's 
lives,  neither  were  they  sparing  of  their  own.  Let  them,  then,  be  satisfied,  for 
the  love  of  peace,  of  Christian  peace,  with  what  they  had  gained  by  that  glory, 
[hear,  hear,}  and  let  them  at  the  last  restore  peace  to  then:  country.  [Hear.]  He 
believed  there  was  but  one  universal  feeling — not  only  in  this  country  but  all 
over  Europe— of  reprobation  of  th^  continuance  of  this  war,  of  deep  lamentation 
for  its  existence,  and  of  an  anxious  desire  that  it  should  at  length  be  made  to 
cease.  [Hear,  hear.l  His  noble  friend  had  adverted  to  the  possibility  of  in- 
tervention. He  had  himself  reftised,  during  the  last  three  weeks,  to  present 
petitions  from  various  mercantile  bodies  to  urge  on  the  part  of  the  government 
mtervention  in  the  American  war.  He  did  not  feel  that  the  time  hdd  yet  ar- 
rived ;  but  he  lived  in  hopes  that  before  long  an  occasion  might  arise  when,  in 
conjunction  with  our  ally  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel,  we  should  interfere 
with  effect,  and  when  an  endeavor  to  accommodate  matters  and  restore  peace 
between  the  two  great  contending  parties  would  be  attended  with  success. 
[Hear,  hear.] 

REMARKS   BY   EARL   RUSSELL. 

Earl  Russell,  who  was  occasionally  very  indistinctly  heard,  said :  My  noble 
friend  has  moved  for  copies  of  despatches  and  reports  respecting  the  enlistment 
of  Irishmen  in  the  United  States  service  at  Boston  and  Portland,  and,  knowing 
perfectly  well  that  those  papers  would  be  granted — ^for  their  production  has 
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been  promised — he  nas  thought  it  right  to  raise  his  complaiiit  that  remonstrances 
have  not  been  made  at  Washington  against  the  proceedings  adopted  at  those  two 
places.  Now,  it  is  no  doubt  more  convenient  to  complain  of  your  minister  abroad 
and  your  foreign  secretary  at  home  before  yon  have  the  papers ;  but  it  would,  I 
think,  be  more  candid  X^  wait  till  you  have  the  papers,  and  then  to  see  whether 
Lord  Lyons  or  I  have  so  entirely  neglected  our  duty  as  my  noble  friend  pre- 
sumes we  have  done.  I  can  only  say,  for  Lord  Lyons,  that  he  has  continually 
remonstrated,  not  only  by  despatches  and  notes,  but  more  frequently  in  inter- 
views with  Mr.  Seward;  and  since  he  has  been  at  Washington  nothing  has  given 
.him  greater  vexation  and  distress  of  mind  than  these  proceedings  at  Boston.  Of 
course  I  say  nothing  about  myself,  except  that  I  have  seconded  the  efforts  of 
Lord  Lyons.  Well,  my  noble  friend,  after  many  explanations  on  this  subject, 
remains  in  the  same  confusion  of  mind,  with  respect  to  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  that  was  so  prevalent  at  the  commencement  of  this  war.  He  says,  "  Yon 
allow  muskets  and  powder  to  be  conveyed  to  the  federal  States,  while  at  the 
same  time  you  prohibit  ships  from  going  to  the  confederates."  In  the  first 
place,  it  so  happens  that  there  is  a  distinction  in  the  law.  There  is  no  law 
which  prevents  persons  in  this  country  from  taking  arms  or  powder  either  to 
the  federal  States  or  to  the  confederates.  Such  articles  are  liable  to  capture,  and 
the  vessel  conveying  munitions  of  war  may  also  be  condemned,  if  found  at- 
tempting to  break  the  blockade;  but  those  who  carry  such  munitions  are  not 
liable  to  any  punishment  in  this  country  for  so  carrying.  There  is  likewise 
reason  as  well  as  law  for  this  distinction.  When  you  send  muskets  or  cannon 
as  articles  of  merchandise,  they,  as  the  American  authorities  have  always  de- 
clared, are  among  the  productions  of  the  industry  of  the  country  from  which 
they  come,  and  those  wno  send  them  do  not  themselves  perform  any  act  of  hos- 
tility. Such  munitions  may,  indeed,  after  reaching  a  belligerents  be  then  applied 
for  purposes  of  hostility ;  but  it  is  a  very  different  thing  if  you  have  men  either 
enlisted  or  arrayed  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  hostilities  against  any 
power  with  which  her  Majesty  is  at  peace,  or  if  you  have  a  ship  sent  out  from 
your  shores  for  the  purpose  of  hostilities  against  such  a  state.  If  the  ship 
went,  as  some  of  the  American  judges  have  in  certain  cases  found  was  the  fact, 
merely  with  a  crew  sufficient  to  take  the  vessel  into  the  port  of  a  belligerent,  that 
might  be  a  case  somewhat  analogous  to  the  carrying  of  cannon  and  muskets. 
But  when  the  vessel  and  crew  go  forth  already  equipped  from  the  coast  of  the 
neutral,  and  commit  hostilities  directly  they  get  to  sea  against  a  state  in  amity 
with  her  Majesty,  it  is  evident  that  that  is  quite  a  different  proceeding  from 
carrying  muskets  over  from  your  own  coast  to  a  belligerent's  coast.  TaJte  the 
case  which  occurred  two  hundred  years  ago,  when  10,000  men  were  sent  to  take 
part  in  the  civil  war  in  Portugal.  If  you  have  10,000  men  arrayed  and  sent 
from  your  shores  to  take  part  in  a  civU  war,  the  government  are  properly  re- 
sponsible for  that.  But  the  confusion  of  ideas  on  the  part  of  my  noble  friend 
is  hardly  excusable. 

RRMARKS   BY'^THB   MARQUIS   OF   CLANfilCARDB. 

The  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  explained  that  he  had  spoken  of  the  distinction 
made  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  that  he  had  objected  to  that  act.  He  had 
found  fault,  not  with  the  government,  but  with  the  act. 

REMARKS   BY   EARL   RUSSELL. 

Earl  Russell.  I  am  aware  of  that,  but  my  noble  friend  did  not  appear  to 
see  the  reason  of  the  act.  and  a  very  sound  and  sufficient  reason  it  is,  viz.,  that 
if  you  send  cannon  or  muskets  they  are  articles  of  merchandise,  but  if  you  send 
men  armed  with  muskets  and  formed  into  regiments  to  be  employed  against  a 
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State  in  amity  with  her  Majesty  you  are  clearly  taking  part  in  the  war.  It  is 
on  that  principle  that  we  have  not  allowed  ships  to  go  irom  this  country  armed 
and  ready  to  commence  hostilities,  if  we  could  prevent  it.  We  have  so  acted, 
believing  not  only  that  it  is  the  law,  hut  that  the  law  is  hased  on  a  sound 
principle.  My  noble  friend  went  on  to  complain  of  what  has  been  done  in 
Ireland ;  and  certainly  I  am  ready  to  complain  of  that  as  much  as  he  is.  But, 
when  we  come  to  investigate  the  circumstances,  the  question  is  whether  the 
government  or  those  who  execute  the  law  in  Ireland  are  to  blame  for  anything 
which  has  occurred  there.  It  appears  that  a  person  named  Finney,  who  had 
lived  twelve  or  thirteen  years  in  the  United  States,  engaged  in  a  speculation 
with  another  person  named  Kidder  to  induce  men  to  go  from  Ireland  to  America, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  $600  or  $700  per  head  bounty  money  on  their  entering 
the  army  there.  These  speculators  put  the  greater  part  of  that  money  in  their 
own  pocket,  and  defrauded  the  honest,  but  I  must  say  credulous,  countrymen  of 
my  noble  friend.  My  noble  friend  says  that  when  these  advertisements  appeared, 
holding  out  the  hope  of  high  wages  to  these  poor  people  by  working  on  railways 
and  canals  in  America,  he  is,  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  of  them  should  have 
allowed  themselves  to  be  so  duped.  Well,  if  he  is  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
that  could  be,  certainly  I  must  be  much  more  so ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  such 
credulity  is  somewhat  characteristic  of  his  countiymen.  But  if  a  man  comes  to 
this  country  and  says  to  laboring  men  already  earning  tolerable  wages,  "  If  you 
will  go  and  work  in  Germany  or  in  America,  or  wherever  it  may  be,  I  will  take 
care  that  you  shall  get  very  high  wages,"  and  if  people  are  simple  enough  to 
yield  to  that  temptation,  how  can  the  government  be  blamed  for  their  impru- 
dence or  folly  ?  It  must  be  a  very  singular  government  indeed  which  should 
undertake  that  no  man  shall  do  anything  improvident  or  foolish.  Well,  about 
one  hundred  of  these  men  went  from  Ireland  to  Boston  and  Portland.  My  noble 
friend  has  truly  described  the  careless  treatment  they  met  with  in  those  places. 
I  cannot  but  think  that  the  United  States  police  acted  a  very  unworthy  part, 
as  well  as  those  who  were  immediately  concerned  in  inveigling  these  persons. 
But  the  police  and  the  recruiting  pfficers  declared  before  a  committee  of  inquiry 
which  the  American  government  instituted  that  when  the  men  engaged  to  enlist 
they  were  perfectly  sober,  and  that,  however  drunk  they  were  the  evening  before, 
they  were  sober  at  the  time  they  enlisted.  Well,  Lord  Lyons  said,  and  I  think 
very  justTy,  that  the  men  themselves  should  have  been  examined  as  to  the  treat- 
ment they  received  and  the  state  in  which  they  were  when  they  enlisted. 
Instead  of  that,  several  of  them  were  carried  off  as  recruits  and  immediately 
sent  to  join  the  United  States  army.  One  of  them,  named  Sullivan,  was  after- 
wards taken  to  a  hospital ;  and  he  subsequently  told  his  story  to  Lord  Lyons, 
explaining  the  way  in  which  he  had  been  coerced,  and  how  he  had  escaped.  I 
have  said  before  that  I  think  it  highly  discreditable  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment that  their  civil  as  well  as  their  military  authorities  did  not  immediately 
make  an  investigation  into  the  facts  stated  to  them  by  Lord  Lyons ;  that  they 
did  not  bring  all  thes^  men  to  Washington,  and,  unless  they  were  found  to 
have  enlisted  in  a  perfectly  voluntary  manner,  discharge  them.  Lord  Lyons 
has  remonstrated  against  the  inaction  of  the  United  States  government  and 
their  want  of  attention.  But  my  noble  friend  requires  more  than  this ;  he  seems 
to  think  we  should  have  intimated  that  if  our  remonstrances  were  neglected  we 
would  go  to  war.  He  says  that  if  ever  there  was  a  case  for  war  this  is  that 
case ;  and  he  asks,  ''  If  remonstrances  of  this  kind  are  not  attended  to,  when 
will  you  go  to  war  V*  Undoubtedly,  these  acts  of  injustice  are  the  sort  of  acts 
which  are  frequently  calculated,  unless  they  are  redressed,  to  lead  to  war,  and 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  American  government  to  attend  to  remonstrances 
80  well  grounded  as  those  which  we  have  addressed  to  them.  The  conduct  of 
the  American  government  in  1812  is  held  up  by  the  noble  marquis  as  an  example 
for  imitation.    It  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  American  government  at  that  time 
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had  to  complain  of  what  I  think  was  a  very  great  abuse,  the  arbitrary  and  law 
less  power  exercised  by  our  officers,  who  had  seized  men,  and,  without  any 

groof  of  their  being  British  subjects,  pressed  them  into  our  navy.  Americans 
ave  told  me  how  strong  was  the  feeling  which  that  caused.  I  have  been  told 
that  it  frequently  happened  that  the  sons  of  farmers  in  the  New  England  States 
went  on  board  merchant  ships  for  a  year  or  two,  and  were  then  seized  as  British 
subjects  by  our  officers,  from  whom  no  redress  could  be  obtained.  Of  course, 
that  conduct  rankled  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  but  still  some  years 
elapsed  before  they  proceeded  so  far  as  to  make  war  against  ihis  country. 
Your  lordships  must  bear  in  mind,  too,  that  if  we  were  to  resort  to  extremities 
we  should  have  considerable  difficulty  in  determining  what  course  to  pursue,  for 
the  Confederate  States  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  ordering  conscriptions  and 
forcing  British  subjects  to  serve  under  their  standard.  When  our  consuls  have 
remonstrated,  they  have  been  told,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  men  might  apply 
to  the  courts  of  justice,  and  then,  when  they  have  repeated  their  remonstrances, 
they  have  been  sent  away  altogether.  If,  therefore,  we  have  to  complain  of 
great  injuries  on  the  part  of  the  federal  States,  we  have  no  less  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  conduct  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  if  war  is  our  only  remedy 
we  must  go  to  war  with  both  belligerents.  [A  laugh.l  The  noble  marquis 
seems  to  have  an  appetite  for  war,  and  perhaps  he  would  be  better  pleased  to 
go  to  war  with  both  parties  than  with  one  only.  All,  however,  I  can  say  at 
present  is  that  our  remonstrances  shall  be  continued,  and  that  we  shall  continue, 
as  heretofore,  to  warn  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  in  Ireland  against  embarking 
in  pretended  plans  for  getting  them  labor  and  high  wages  in  America,  but  reallv 
for  entrapping  them  into  serving  as  soldiers  in  the  federal  armies.  I  agree  with 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  has  just  spoken  that  this  is  a  most  horrible  war. 
There  appears  to  be  such  hatred  and  animosity  between  great  hosts  of  men, 
who  were  lately  united  under  one  government,  that  no  consideration  seems 
powerful  enough  to  induce  them  to  put  an  end  to  their  fratricidal  strife,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  deal  with  them  on  those  ordinary  principles  which  have  hitherto 
governed  the  conduct  of  civilized  mankind.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these 
hostilities  may  cease,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  to  be  reckoned  on  that  any  inter- 
ference of  ours  would  tend  to  produce  peace,  because  in  America  there  is  a  strong 
feeling  against  any  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  but  especially  any  of  the  mon- 
archical nations  pretending  to  meddle  with  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  that 
country.  Still,  it  is  dreadful  to  think  that  thousands  of  men  are  being 
slaughtered  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  southern  States  from  acting  on 
those  very  principles  of  independence  which  in  1776  were  asserted  by  the  whole 
of  America  against  this  country.  Only  a  few  years  ago  the  Americans  were  in 
the  habit,  on  the  4th  of  July,  of  celebrating  the  promulgation  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence,  and  some  eminent  friends  of  mine  never  failed  to  make 
eloquent  and  stirring  orations  on  those  occasions.  I  wish,  while  they  kept  up  a 
useless  ceremony — ^tbr  the  present  generation  of  Englishmen  are  not  responsible 
for  the  war  of  independence — that  they  had  inculcated  upon  their  own  minds 
that  they  should  not  go  to  war  with  4,000,000,  5,000,000,  or  6,000,000  of  their 
fellow  countrymen  who  want  to  put  the  principles  of  1776  into  operation  as 
regards  themselves.  [Hear,  hear.]  With  respect  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
marquis  1  shall  produce  whatever  papers  we  have  got.  Those  papers,  I  think, 
tell  a  story  very  discreditable  to  the  American  republic ;  and  all  I  can  say  is 
that  we  shall  continue  to  remonstrate  in  the  strongest  terms,  not  to  save  the 
unfortunate  men  who  have  already  enlisted,  and  many  of  whom  have  already 
fallen  in  the  field,  but  with  a  view  to  prevent  similar  shocking  cases  in  future. 
[Hear,  hear.] 
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REMABKS   OF   THB   MARQUIS   OF   CLANBIJARDR. 

The  Marquis  of  Glanricardb  did  not  want  the  government  to  take  any  steps 
for  the  protection  of  persons  who  had  voluntarily  separated  from  their  allegiance 
to  the  Queen  and  taken  part  with  the  federal  or  Confederate  States.  But  there 
were  others  who  had  heen  entrapped  into  the  American  service,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  that  the  noble  lord  intended  to  do  no  more  than  continue  his 
remonstrances,  which,  up  to  the  present  moment,  had  proved  quite  ineffectual. 
If  the  noble  lord  inquired  of  the  secretary  of  war,  he  would  learn  that  about 
5,000  men,  chiefly  bachelors,  were  now  embarking  every  week  at  Cork  for 
America,  that  they  were  provided  with  free  passages  paid  for  in  greenbacks,  and 
that  as  soon  as  they  landed  they  were  either  put  on  board  American  ships-of- 
war  or  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  American  armies.  While  all  this  was  going 
on  the  noble  lord  would  also  learn  that  we  could  get  no  recruits  in  Ireland  for 
our  own  regiments,  and  that  the  military  authorities  were  actually  going  to 
reduce  the  recruiting  depot  at  Cork.     [Hear,  hear.] 

REMARKS   OF   EARL   RUSSELL. 

Earl  Russell  said  that  if  the  noble  marquis  would  furnish  him  with  reliable 
evidence  of  illegal  transactions  at  Cork  or  elsewhere  he  would  at  once  order  the 
parties  to  be  prosecuted. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  720.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  Alabama  is  at  last  announced  as  having  arrived  at  Cherbourg. 
Her  condition  requires  extensive  repairs,  permission  to  make  which  has  been 
applied  for. 

Meanwhile  her  commander,  like  many  American  officers,  thinks  proper  to 
indulge  his  fancy  for  writing  in  the  newspapers.  I  transmit  a  copy  of  Tke  Times 
of  this  morning,  containing  a  long  letter  from  him,  as  well  as  a  commentary 
upon  it  in  the  editorial  column.  I  am  not  sure  that  a  succession  of  such  pro- 
ductions might  not,  in  the  end,  correct  much  of  the  tendency  in  England  to 
sympathize  with  the  rebel  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


[From  the  London  Times  of  June  16, 1864.] 
THE  ALABAMA  AND  HER  PRIZES. 

CONPEDBRATB  StaTRS  StBAMER  ALABAMA, 

On  the  High^eas,  AprU,  1864. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Times: 

Sir  :  Do  me  the  favor  to  publish  in  The  Times  the  enclosed  communication, 
which  I  design  as  a  reply  to  numerous  assaults  upon  me  by  the  English 
press — ^not  exceptmg  an  occasional  "rumble"  from  yourselves— on  the  subject 
of  my  destroying  prizes  at  sea  without  adjudication  by  a  prize  court.  The 
London  Evening  Star  and  kindred  negrophilist  associates  have  been  particularly 
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virulent  and  abusive.  The  term  "pirate"  is  a  favorite  epithet  with  them;  but 
as  abuse  is  always  evidence  of  the  weakness  of  the  cause  in  which  it  is  employed, 
and  as  this  little  failing  may  be  a  sort  of  vocabulistic  necessity  with  them  to 
enable  them  to  pursue  their  polite  calling,  perhaps  I  ought  not  to  quarrel  with  it. 
If  in  the  course  of  my  remarks  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  review  some  of 
the  acts  of  your  government,  I  trust  you  will  give  me  credit  for  doing  this  in  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  fair  play,  and  not  with  a  disposition  to  be  querulous  or 
censorious.  I  have  alleged  no  fact  that  will  not  be  conceded,  and  if  my  reasoning 
upon  the  premises  be  sound,  no  harm  can  have  been  done  to  any  one,  since 
truth  is  never  unjust.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  reasoning  be  unsoimd,  you  hav^ 
the  probe  and  scalpel  at  hand. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  SEMMES, 
Captain,  Confederate  State*  Navy, 


"  The  reason  why  confederate  cruises  hum  their  prizes,  and  the  remedy, 

"  I  had  the  honor  to  command  the  first  vessel-of-war  (the  steamer  Sumter)  com- 
missioned by  the  Confederate  States  in  the  present  war,  and,  having  successfully 
run  the  blockade  of  New  Orleans  and  got  to  sea,  it  early  became  necessary  for 
me  to  adopt  some  mode  of  disposing  of  my  prizes.  A  blockade  of  the  entire 
coasts  of  the  Confederate  States  had  already  been  declared,  and  the  enemy  was 
busy  in  collecting  and  arming  ships  to  enforce  it ;  and  I  presumed  that  in  the 
com-se  of  a  few  months  the  blockade  would  be  at  least  sufficient  to  keep  out 
sail  vessels,  and  of  this  class,  with  rare  exceptions,  it  was  probable  my  prizes 
would  be.  It  was  clear,  therefore,  that  I  should  be  effectually  prevented  from 
sending  my  prizes  into  the  confederate  ports.  Up  to  the  time  of  my  running 
the  blockade  (June  30,  1861)  I  had  not  seen  her  Britannic  Majesty's  orders  in 
council  prohibiting  the  belligerents  from  bringing  their  prizes  into  British  ports; 
and  looking  to  the  unequal  operation  of  such  orders,  I  had  strong  hopes  that 
none  such  would  be  issued.  I  made  my  first  prizes  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and 
with  a  view  to  test  the  disposition  of  Spain  in  tnis  matter  I  sent  them — seven  in 
number — into  the  port  of  Cienfuegos.  Their  arrival  was  telegraphed  to  the 
captain  general  at  Havana.  The  captain  general  was  without  instructions,  the 
orders  of  neutrality  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  not  yet  having  been  received.  The 
prizes  were  permitted  to  remain  until  these  orders  should  arrive.  The  orders 
came,  and  the  prizes  were  afterwards  illegally  handed  over  to  the  enemy,  instead 
of  being:  warned  to  depart.  Spain,  as  well  as  France,  had  followed  the  lead  of 
Great  Britain,  and  in  due  time  all  the  smaller  commercial  nations  did  the  same. 
To  show  the  objects  I  had  in  view  in  sending  in  these  prizes,  I  quote  below  an 
extract  from  my  letter  to  the  governor  of  Cienfuegos  : 

"•The  cargoes  of  several  of  these  vessels  are  claimed,  as  appears  by  certifi- 
cates found  among  the  papers,  as  Spanish  property.  This  fact  cannot,  of  course, 
be  verified,  except  by  a  judicial  proceeding  in  the  prize  courts  of  the  Confederate 
States.  But  while  this  fact  is  being  determined,  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
property  ?  I  have  the  right  to  destroy  the  vessels,  but  not  the  cargoes,  in  case 
the  latter  should  prove  to  be,  as  claimed,  Spanish  property ;  but  how  can  I 
destroy  the  former  and  not  the  latter?  I  cannot  before  sentence  unlade  the 
cargoes  and  deliver 'them  to  the  claimants,  for  I  do  not  know  that  the  claims 
will  be  sustained;  and  I  cannot  destroy  the  cargoes,  for  I  do  not  know  that  the 
claims  will  not  be  sustained.  Indeed,  one  of  the  motives  which  influenced  me 
in  seeking  a  Spanish  port  was  the  fact  that  these  cargoes  were  claimed  by 
Spanish  subjects,  whom  I  am  desirous  of  putting  to  as  little  iu convenience  as 
possible  in  the  unlading  and  reception  of  their  property  afber  sentence,  in  case  it 
should  be  restored  to  them.' 
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"It  will  thns  be  seen  tbat  I  was  not  only  anxions  to  condemn  my  prizes,  but 
to  pat  neutrals  to  as  little  inconvenieilce  as  possible.  If  my  prizes  had  been 
received  into  neutral  ports,  and  permitted  U>  remain  there  untu  they  could  be 
adjudicated  by  our  prize  courts,  sitting  in  our  own  territory,  no  possible  incon- 
venience that  I  can  perceive  could  have  resulted  to  neutral  nations,  and  the 
rights  of  every  one  would  have  been  secured — the  right  of  the  captor  to  the  full 
benefit  of  his  prize,  and  the  right  of  the  neutral  claimant  to  adjudication.  What 
inconvenience  to  Great*  Britain,  for  example,  could  possibly  have  grown  out  of 
the  fact  of  a  captured  vessel  lying  quietly  at  her  dock  in  the  port  of  Liverpool 
in  charge  of  a  ship-keeper  and  prize  agent  until  she  could  be  adjudicated;  and 
if  she  should  be  condemned,  why  could  she  not  have  been  sold  as  quietly  at 
public  auction  as  if  she  had  been  seized  and  sold  under  an  execution  for  debt  ? 
It  was  my  intention  to  follow  the  precedent  set  in  the  Cienfuegos  case— of 
sending  all  my  prizes  into  the  most  convenient  ports  for  the  parties  concerned ; 
as,  where  there  were  English  claimants,  into  English  ports ;  French  claimants, 
into  French  ports,  &c.;  but  this  intention  was  frustrated,  as  has  been  seen,  by 
the  orders  ot  the  Queen's  government — I  say  the  Queen's  government,  because 
that  government  gave  the  cue  which  was  followed  by  all  the  other  nations.  By 
these  orders  I  was  deprived  at  the  same  time  of  the  right  of  asylum  and  sale  of 
my  prizes  and  of  the  power  of  adjudication.  What  coui-se  was  expected  of  me 
under  these  circumstances  ?  Was  it  expected  that  I  would  abandon  the  right 
of  capture  altogether  ?  or  that  I  would  be  guilty  of  the  child's  play  of  capturing 
the  enemy's  ships  with  one  hand  and  releasing  them  with  the  other  ?  that,  in 
short,  I  would  retire  from  the  high  seas  and  leave  the  enemy  to  pursue  his  com- 
merce, his  'innocent  and  peaceable  commerce,' as  Mr.  Adams  plaintively  and 
naively  calls  it,  without  molestation?  If  you  did  not  suppose  this — ^and  I  will 
not  impute  such  folly  to  a  people  who  not  only  know  the  value  of  commerce  to 
a  belligerent,  but  who  have  always  annihilatea  the  commerce  of  their  enemies  in 
their  own  wars — ^you  must  have  known  that  I  would  destroy  the  enemy's  ships 
in  every  case  where  it  was  possible.  Why,  then,  do  you  complain  of  the  course 
I  pursued?  Was  it  just  to  force  that  course  upon  me,  and  then  exclaim  against 
it  in  pious  horror  ?  Is  this  the  kind  of  *  fair  play '  upon  which  Englishmen 
pride  themselves  ? 

"  But  your  neutrality,  you  say,  compelled  you  to  this  course.  Let  us  see 
how  that  is.  What  is  neutrality  ?  Impartiality.  Impartiality  in  form  or  ap- 
pearance merely,  or  impartiality  in  substance  ?  When  a  nation  is  called  upon 
in  good  faith  to  perform  that  most  solemn  act  of  declaring  her  impartiality  be- 
tween two  belligerents,  is  a  mere  jugglery  of  words  all  that  is  necessary,  or 
must  she  look  at  the  practical  consequences  of  the  rule  she  adopts  ?  To  this 
query  there  would  seem  to  be  but  one  answer.  The  rule  must  not  only  speak 
in  the  language  of  justice,  but  it  must  work  out  the  ends  of  justice.  Otherwise 
it  is  a  sham  and  a  deceit.  Let  us  test  the  orders  of  British  neutrality  by  this 
canon.  On  their  face  nothing  could  be  more  fair.  Whatever  is  ordained  as  to 
the  one  belligerent  is  ordained  as  to  the  other.  The  prizes  of  both  belligerents 
are  prohibited  from  entering  British  waters.  But  when  these  orders  were  penned 
what  facts  and  what  consequences  were  in  the  mind  of  the  minister  ?  Did  he 
or  did  he  not  know  that  he  was  dealing  a  staggering  blow  at  the  Confederate 
States  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  playing  directly  into  the  hands  of  the  fed- 
eral States  ?  Let  us  see.  It  will  be  admitted  that  the  two  belligerents  had 
the  right  to  use  against  each  other  all  the  modes  of  warfare  recognized  by  the 
mtematioiial  code,  and  that  no  nation  had  the  right  to  prohibit  to  either  of  them 
the  use  of  any  of  those  modes.  Privateering  was  one  of  those  modes,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  two  parties  to  the  war  were  such  that  this  mode  of  offence 
was  peculiarly  valuable  to  the  Confederate  States.  The  federal  States  had  a 
Urge  commerce  and  a  very  respectable  navy,  they  having  retained  possession  of 
all  the  ships-of-war  of  the  old  service,  while  the  Confederate  States  had  little  or 
8  c  • 
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no  commerce,  and  were  just  beginning  to  impFOvise  a  nainr.  (And  bere  it  maj 
not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  a  fact  highly  creditable  to  the  parties  concerned : 
Every  ship-of-war  in  the  command  of  a  southern  naval  officer  at  the  date  of 
the  secession  of  his  State  was  duly  handed  over  to  the  federal  government  be- 
fore the  officer  resigned  hi?  commission  and  returned  to  his  State.)  A  large 
proportion  of  the  wealth  of  the  federal  States  consisted  in  their  commerce, 
and  if  this  could  be  destroyed  an  important  blow  would  be  struck  in  the  war. 
The  '  volunteer  corps '  of  the  sea — as  legitimate  as  the  '  volunteer  corps '  of  the 
land — was  the  most  effective  weapon  with  which  to  strike  this  blow,  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  the  first  days  of  the  war,  several  privateers  were  commissioned, 
and  others  were  beiug  rapidly  fitted  out,  when  the  Queen's  orders  appeared 
and  knocked  the  whole  scheme  on  the  head.  As  if  by  magic,  the  privateers 
which  had  already  been  commissioned  disappeared  from  the  seas,  and  all  work 
was  suspended  on  those  in  course  of  preparation,  and  the  little  Sumter,  after- 
wards assisted  by  two  or  three  other  small  vessels,  was  obliged  to  undertake  the 
herculean  task  of  destroying  a  commerce  second  only  to  that  of  Great  Britain, 
and  which  covered  every  sea.  The  reason  of  the  disappearance  of  these  private 
armed  ships  is  obvious.  They  are  prepared  at  the  cost  of  individuala,  and 
depend  wholly  upon  their  captures  for  success.  If  these  cannot  be  made  avail- 
able the  enterprise  becomes  abortive,  and  the  capital  invested  in  it  is  sunk ;  and 
they  could  not  be  made  available  by  reason  of  the  Queen's  orders  referred  to, 
denying  them  the  right  of  asylum  in  British  ports,  ^e  British  foreign  secre- 
tary well  knowing  that  they  could  not  be  made  available  in  the  confederate 
ports  because  of  the  blockade,  the  blockade  having  been  proclaimed  on  the  18th 
of  April,  1861,  and  the  orders  in  council  not  having  been  issued  until  the  1st 
of  the  following  Juile.  So  far  as  results  were  concerned  the  British  govern- 
ment might  as  well  have  said  to  the  Confederate  States,  in  the  words  of  the 
*  declaration '  of  Paris,  '  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished,'  although  the 
said  States  were  not  bound  by  the  said  declaration,  the  United  States,  then  the 
federal  mouthpiece,  having  declined  to  accede  thereto  before  the  war. 

"  There  was  no  occasion  for  Mr.  Seward  to  endeavor  to  *  sneak '  into  this 
'  declaration '  after  the  war,  in  the  hope  that  by  becoming  a  party  to  it  Great 
Britain  would  illogically  hold  that  the  Confederate  States,  now  acknowledged 
as  belligerents,  would  be  bound  by  the  act  of  their  enemy.  The  British  foreign 
secretary  knew  his  business  better  than  this.  With  the  most  commendable 
sagacity  he  took  care  of  his  logic  and  of  his  friend  Mr.  Seward  at  the  same 
time,  and  accomplished  the  object  of  the  federal  government  by  his  orders  in 
council,  without  permitting  its  minister  to  humiliate  himself. 

**  This  was  one  result  of  the  declaration  of  neutrality — ^ii^/w^  partiality — 
put  forth  by  Great  Britain.  But  the  mischief  did  not  end  here.  The  Confed- 
erate States  being  compelled  to  restrict  their  operations  upon  the  high  seas  to 
their  ships-of-war,  those  ships  were  also  seriously  embarrassed  by  this  declara- 
tion. Their  inability  to  adjudicate  their  prizes  has  been  already  referred  to. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  inability  they  could  make  no  beneficial  use  of  them. 
Not  only  so,  they  were  compelled  in  many  instances  to  release  them  on  ransom 
bond  for  the  benefit  of  neutrals  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  give  neutral  claimants  of 
cargoes  an  opportunity  after  the  war,  when  the  bonds  should  be  sued  upon,  to 
vindicate  their  claims  in  a  court  of  justice,  which  opportunity  their  own  govern- 
ments had  denied  to  them  during  the  war,  by  rendering  it  impossible  for  them 
to  go  before  a  confederate  prize  court.  The  release  of  these  vessels  operated 
strongly,  too,  in  favor  of  the  enemy.  For  it  amounted  to  a  loan  to  him  of  so 
much  property,  of  which  he  had  been  rightfully  deprived,  with  which  to  carry 
on  the  war ;  his  bonds,  in  the  mean  time,  being  of  no  use  to  the  captors,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  collect  them  until  after  the  war.  This  double  mischief,  there- 
fore, ensued  in  these  bond  cases — ^the  enemy  continued  to  carry  on  his  com- 
merce, and  commerce  to  a  belligerent  is  strength ;  while  the  captor*B  means, 
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qffumd  the  war,  were  not  increased  by  his  captures.  The  reader  will  now  see 
why  as  few  of  these  ships  as  possible  were  released  on  bond,  the  release  being 
confined  to  those  cases  in  which  an  apparent  bona  fide  neutral  claim  was  pre- 
sented on  the  face  of  properly  prepared  papers.  Nevertheless,  to  show  the 
good  faith  with  which  the  captor  must  have  acted  towards  neutrals  in  this  mat- 
ter, every  ship  destroyed  by  him  was  so  much  property  destroyed  against  liis 
own  interest :  for,  the  ship  being  destroyed,  no  prize  money  could  be  realized, 
whereas  the  bond  would  be  valuable  to  him  at  the  end  of  the  war.  And  al- 
though it  was  to  be  presumed  that  every  officer  would,  fix)m  a  sense  of  duty, 
destroy  as  many  of  his  prizes  as  possible,  yet  we  see  that,  at  least,  he  bad  no 
private  interest  to  urge  him  to  destroy  them  when  there  was  a  question  of  neu- 
tral rights,  his  leaning  being,  in  fact,  the  other  way. 

"  This,  then,  is  the  working  of  those  British  orders  in  council  which,  on  the 
fiice  of  them,  appear  to  be  entirely  unexceptionable.  Stripping  off  tlie  diplo- 
matic disguise  or  language — which  is  so  thin  and  transparent  that  the  wonder 
is  that  it  should  have  been  resorted  to  at  all  with  the  hope  of  concealment — more 
unjust,  oppressive,  and  unneutral  orders  could  not  have  been  devised.  If  the 
practical  effect  of  these  orders  is  such  as  I  have  stated,  what  excuse  can  be  offered 
for  adopting  them  ?  Oan  it  be  said  that  no  other  course  was  open  to  the  British 
government  under  the  laws  of  nations  1  If  so,  that  would  be  a  sufficient  excuse  ; 
lor  where  a  government  has  no  alternative  it  would  certainly  be  unjust  to  hold 
it  responsible  for  all  the  consequential  damages  of  its  acts.  It  might  be  8aid» 
with  truth,  in  reply  to  our  complaints,  *  We  were  obliged,  under  the  laws  of 
nations  regulating  and  controlling  our  neutrality,  to  exclude  your  prizes  firmn 
oar  ports ;  and  if,  by  reason  of  your  inferior  naval  force,  and  the  consequent 
blockade  of  your  ports,  the  rule  operates  more  harshly  upon  yoa  than  upon  tlie 
enemy,  that  is  your  misfortune,  not  our  fault.'  But  the  fact  is  there  is  no  such 
excuse  to  offer.  It  was,  at  least,  equally  as  open  to  Great  Britain  to  admit  as 
to  exclude  our  prizes,  as  I  will  now  proceed  to  show.  The  practice  of  nations 
has  been  various  on  this  point,  and  it  rests  in  the  discretion  of  each  nation  to 
admit  prizes  into  its  ports  or  to  exclude  them  as  it  may  think  fit.  This  seemd> 
to  be  the  general  understanding  of  the  law  on  this  question,  although  there  is 
very  respectable  authority  for  the  opinion  that  a  nation  cannot  lawfully  exj^de 
the  prizes  of  a  belligerent  without  previous  treaty  stipulations  to  that  effect. — 
{Laccenius  de  Jure  Maritimo,  L.  2,  c.  4,  s.  7.)  As  a  general  rule,  belligerent 
nations  have  not  favored  the  carrying  of  their  prizes  into  neutral  ports,  and  the 
reasons  are  obvious.  It  is  much  more  convenient  for  the  prize  courts  that  they 
should  have  the  actual  custody  of  the  prize  to  be  adjudicated.  And  the  bring- 
ing in  of  prizes  to  the  home  ports  gives  the  subjects  of  the  captor  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  in  prize  property,  an  olyect  of  no  small  importance  in  a  maritime  war 
where  many  valuable  captures  are  made.  It  gives  the  government,  too,  the 
advantage  of  buying  in  such  ships  as  it  may  wish  to  equip  for  the  purposes  of 
war — an  advantage  of  which  the  federal  States  have  frequently  availed  themselves 
during  the  present  wfur.  Hence  belligerent  nations  have  generally  required  their 
cruisers  to  oring  their  prizes  into  the  home  ports.  Still,  in  cases  where  the  con- 
trary practice  was  convenient,  nations  have  ^eely  availed  themselves  of  it  without 
let  or  hindrance  from  neutrals,  unless  there  was  a  treaty  in  the  way.  In  former 
wars  in  which  Great  Britain  has  been  concerned  Leghorn  and  Lisbon  were 
fireuuently  made  use  of  for  this  purpose ;  the  prizes  being  condemned  and  sold 
without  ever  reaching  the  home  ports  at  all.  But  taking  the  modem  practice 
to  be  for  the  neutral  to  admit  or  exclude  prizes  at  pleasure,  the  presumption 
always  is,  previous  to  the  issue  by  the  neutral  of  any  order  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  favor  of  the  admission — this  having  been  the  more  common  practice. 
On  tliis  point  see  Wkeaton*s  Elements,  (Lawrence,)  p.  498 ;  see  also  3  Philli' 
more*s  LUematianal  Law,  p.  467,  sec.  363.  The  treaties  between  nations  on 
this  subject  have  been  as  various  as  the  practice.    In  1 778  a  treaty  was  entered 
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no  commerce,  and  were  jost  be^nning  to  improvise  a  hbyy.  (And  bere  it  maj 
not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  a  fact  highly  creditable  to  the  parties  concerned : 
Every  ship-of-war  in  the  command  of  a  southern  naval  officer  at  the  date  of 
the  secession  of  his  State  was  duly  handed  over  to  the  federal  government  be- 
fore the  officer  resigned  hi^  commission  and  returned  to  his  State.)  A  large 
proportion  of  the  wealth  of  the  federal  States  consisted  in  their  commerce, 
and  if  this  could  be  destroyed  an  important  blow  would  be  struck  in  the  war. 
The  *  volunteer  corps '  of  the  sea — as  legitimate  as  the  *  volunteer  corps '  of  the 
land — was  the  most  effective  weapon  with  which  to  strike  this  blow,  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  the  first  days  of  the  war,  several  privateers  were  commissioned, 
and  others  were  beiug  rapidly  fitted  out,  when  the  Queen's  orders  appeared 
and  knocked  the  whole  scheme  on  the  head.  As  if  by  magic,  the  privateers 
which  had  already  been  commissioned  disappeared  from  the  seas,  and  all  work 
was  suspended  on  those  in  course  of  preparation,  and  the  little  Sumter,  after- 
wards assisted  by  two  or  three  other  small  vessels,  was  obliged  to  undertake  the 
herculean  task  of  destroying  a  commerce  second  only  to  that  of  Great  Britain, 
and  which  covered  every  sea.  The  reason  of  the  disappearance  of  these  private 
armed  ships  is  obvious.  They  are  prepared  at  the  cost  of  individuals,  and 
depend  wholly  upon  their  captures  for  success.  If  these  cannot  be  made  avail- 
able tbe  enterprise  becomes  abortive,  and  the  capital  invested  in  it  is  sunk ;  and 
they  could  not  be  made  available  by  reason  of  the  Queen's  orders  referred  to, 
denying  them  the  right  of  asylum  in  British  ports,  l^^e  British  foreign  secre- 
tary wdl  knowing  that  they  could  not  be  made  available  in  the  confederate 
ports  because  of  the  blockade,  the  blockade  having  been  proclaimed  on  the  18th 
of  April,  1861,  and  the  orders  in  council  not  having  been  issued  until  the  1st 
of  the  following  Juile.  So  far  as  results  were  concerned  the  British  govern- 
ment might  as  well  have  said  to  the  Confederate  States,  in  the  words  of  the 
•  declaration '  of  Paris,  *  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished,*  although  the 
said  States  were  not  bound  by  the  said  declaration,  the  United  States,  then  the 
federal  mouthpiece,  having  declined  to  accede  thereto  before  the  war. 

**  There  was  no  occasion  for  Mr.  Seward  to  endeavor  to  '  sneak  *  into  this 
'  declaration  *  after  the  war,  in  the  hope  that  by  becoming  a  party  to  it  Great 
Britain  would  illogically  hold  that  the  Confederate  States,  now  acknowledged 
as  belligerents,  would  be  bound  by  the  act  of  their  enemy.  The  British  foreign 
secretary  knew  his  business  better  than  this.  With  the  most  commendable 
sagacity  he  took  care  of  his  logic  and  of  his  friend  Mr.  Seward  at  the  same 
time,  and  accomplished  the  object  of  the  federal  government  by  his  orders  in 
council,  without  permitting  its  minister  to  humiliate  himself. 

*»  This  was  one  result  of  the  declaration  of  neutrality — ^»^/ice  partiality — 
put  forth  by  Great  Britain.  But  the  mischief  did  not  end  here.  The  Confed- 
erate States  being  compelled  to  restrict  their  operations  upon  the  high  seas  to 
their  ships-of-war,  those  ships  were  also  seriously  embarrassed  by  this  declara- 
tion. Their  inability  to  adjudicate  their  prizes  has  been  already  referred  to. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  inability  they  could  make  no  beneficial  use  of  them. 
Not  only  so,  they  were  compelled  in  many  instances  to  release  them  on  ransom 
bond  for  the  benefit  of  neutrals ;  that  is  to  say,  to  give  neutral  claimants  of 
cargoes  an  opportunity  after  the  war,  when  the  bonds  should  be  sued  upon,  to 
vindicate  their  claims  in  a  court  of  justice,  which  opportunity  their  own  govern- 
ments had  denied  to  them  during  the  war,  by  rendering  it  impossible  for  them 
to  go  before  a  confederate  prize  court.  The  release  of  these  vessels  operated 
strongly,  too,  in  favor  of  the  enemy.  For  it  amounted  to  a  loan  to  him  of  so 
much  property,  of  which  he  had  been  rightfully  deprived,  with  which  to  carry- 
on  the  war ;  his  bonds,  in  the  mean  time,  being  of  no  use  to  the  captors,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  collect  them  until  after  the  war.  This  double  mischief,  there- 
fore, ensued  in  these  bond  cases — the  enemy  continued  to  carry  on  his  com- 
merce, and  commerce  to  a  belligerent  is  strength ;  while  the  captor*s  means, 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  115 

quoad  the  war,  were  not  increased  by  his  captures.  The  reader  will  now  see 
why  as  few  of  these  ships  as  possible  were  released  on  bond,  the  release  being 
confined  to  those  cases  in  which  an  apparent  bona  fide  neutral  claim  was  pre- 
sented on  the  foce  of  properly  prepared  papers.  Nevertheless,  to  show  the 
good  faith  with  which  the  captor  must  have  acted  towards  neutrals  in  this  mat- 
ter, every  ship  destroyed  by  him  was  so  much  property  destroyed  against  his 
own  interest :  for,  the  ship  being  destroyed,  no  prize  money  could  be  realized, 
whereas  the  bond  would  be  valuable  to  him  at  the  end  of  the  war.  And  al- 
though it  was  to  be  presumed  that  every  officer  would,  fix)m  a  sense  of  duty, 
destroy  as  many  of  his  prizes  as  possible,  yet  we  see  that,  at  least,  he  bad  no 
private  interest  to  urge  him  to  destroy  them  when  there  was  a  question  of  neu- 
tral rights,  his  leaning  being,  in  fact,  the  other  way. 

"  This,  then,  is  the  working  of  those  British  orders  in  council  which,  on  the 
face  of  them,  appear  to  be  entirely  unexceptionable.  Stripping  off  the  diplo- 
matic disguise  of  language — which  is  so  thin  and  transparent  that  the  wonder 
is  that  it  should  have  oeen  ]resorted  to  at  all  with  the  hope  of  concealment — more 
unjust,  oppressive,  and  unneutral  orders  could  not  have  been  devised^  If  the 
practical  effect  of  these  orders  is  such  as  I  have  stated,  what  excuse  can  be  offered 
for  adopting  them  ?  Can  it  be  said  that  no  other  course  was  open  to  the  British 
government  under  the  laws  of  nations  ?  If  so,  that  would  be  a  sufficient  excuse  j 
5)r  where  a  government  has  no  alternative  it  would  certainly  be  unjust  to  hold 
it  responsible  for  all  the  consequential  damages  of  its  acts.  It  might  be  8aid> 
with  truth,  in  reply  to  our  complaints,  *  We  were  obliged,  under  the  laws  of 
nations  regulating  and  controlling  our  neutrality,  to  exclude  your  prizes  firmn 
our  ports ;  and  if,  by  reason  of  your  inferior  naval  force,  and  the  consequent 
blockade  of  your  ports,  the  rule  operates  more  harshly  upon  you  than  upon  the 
enemy,  that  is  your  misfortune,  not  our  fault.'  But  the  fact  is  there  is  no  such 
excuse  to  offer.  It  was,  at  least,  equally  as  open  to  Great  !^tain  to  admit  as 
to  exclude  our  prizes,  as  I  will  now  proceed  to  show.  The  practice  of  nations 
has  been  various  on  this  point,  and  it  rests  in  the  discretion  of  each  nation  to 
admit  prizes  into  its  ports  or  to  exclude  them  as  it  may  think  fit.  This  seem» 
to  be  the  general  understanding  of  the  law  on  this  question,  although  there  is 
very  respectable  authority  for  the  opinion  that  a  nation  cannot  lawfully  exj^de 
the  prizes  of  a  belligerent  without  previous  treaty  stipulations  to  that  effect. — 
{Locceniui  de  Jure  Maritimo,  L.  2,  c.  4,  s.  7.)  As  a  general  rule,  belligerent 
nations  have  not  favored  the  carrying  of  their  prizes  into  neutral  ports,  and  the 
reasons  are  obvious.  It  is  much. more  convenient  for  the  prize  courts  that  they 
should  have  the  actual  custody  of  the  prize  to  be  adjudicated.  And  the  bring- 
ing in  of  prizes  to  the  home  ports  gives  the  subjects  of  the  captor  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  in  prize  property,  an  ol^ect  of  no  small  importance  in  a  maritime  war 
where  many  valuable  captures  are  made.  It  gives  the  government,  too,  the 
advantage  of  buying  in  such  ships  as  it  may  wish  to  equip  for  the  purposes  of 
war — an  advantage  of  which  the  federal  States  have  frequently  availed  themselves 
during  the  present  w%r.  Hence  belligerent  nations  have  generally  required  their 
cruisers  to  oring  their  prizes  into  the  home  ports.  Still,  in  cases  where  the  con- 
trary practice  was  convenient,  nations  have  n*eely  availed  themselves  of  it  without 
let  or  hindrance  from  neutrals,  unless  there  was  a  treaty  in  the  way.  In  former 
wars  in  which  Great  Britain  has  been  concerned  Leghorn  and  Lisbon  were 
frequently  made  use  of  for  this  purpose ;  the  prizes  being  condemned  and  sold 
without  ever  reaching  the  home  ports  at  all.  But  taking  the  modern  practice 
to  be  for  the  neutral  to  admit  or  exclude  prizes  at  pleasure,  the  presumption 
always  is,  previous  to  the  issue  by  the  neutral  of  any  order  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  favor  of  the  admission — this  having  been  the  more  common  practice. 
On  tliis  point  see  Wheaton*s  Elements^  (Lawrence,)  p.  498 ;  see  also  3  Philli' 
morels  InUmatiancd  Law,  p.  467,  sec.  363.  The  treaties  between  nations  on 
this  subject  have  been  as  various  as  the  practice.    In  1778  a  treaty  was  entered 


116  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

into  between  France  and  the  United  States,  whereby  no  ship  of  the  enemy  of 
either  party  was  allowed  to  sell  her  prize,  or  discharge  her  cargo,  or  buy  more 
provisions  than  immediately  indispensable  in  the  ports  of  the  other. 

'•  In  1800  a  similar  treaty  was  entered  into  by  the  same  parties. 

"  In  1794  a  treaty  of  exclusion  was  made  between  England  and  the  United 
States. 

**  In  1806  a  treaty  was  made  between  the  same  parties  containing  similar 
provisions. 

*•  In  1782  a  treaty  was  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  Holland, 
then  one  of  the  principal  maritime  powers,  whereby  the  sale  of  prizes  brought  by 
either  party  into  the  ports  of  the  other  was  legalized. 

"  In  1742  a  treat}"  was  made  between  Spain  and  Denmark  authorizing  the 
reception  and  sale  of  prizes  reciprocally^  and  so  late  as  1829  a  tieaty  was  rati- 
fied between  Holland  and  the  republic  of  Colombia  authorizing  the  reception  of 
prizes  into  each  other's  ports. 

"  Now,  if  the  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  were  still 
in  existence,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Great  Britain  would  be  obliged  under  those 
treaties  to  apply  the  rule  of  exclusion  to  the  Confederate  States ;  but  it  will  be 
remembered  that  a  war  occurred  between  the  two  contracting  parties  in  1812, 
subsequently  to  the  formation  of  those  treaties,  which  abrogated  them ;  and  the 
subject  has  not  since  been  renewed  either  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  which  put  an 
end  to  that  war,  or  in  any  subsequent  treaty.  The  ignoring  of  such  a  question, 
after  it  had  once  been  made  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  places  in  a  very  strong  light 
the  intention  of  the  parties  to  remain  perfectly  free  to  exercise  their  di^^cretion 
for  the  future.  Great  Britain,  then,  has  no  excuse  for  the  unjust  and  unneutral 
course  she  has  pursued.  She  can  neither  affirm  that  she  had  no  alternative 
under  the  laws  of  nations,  nor  that  she  was  bound  by  any  treaty  obligation. 

"  One  more  question,  which  has  already  been  incidentally  noticed,  remains  to 
be  disposed  of.  If  Great  Britain  had  permitted  the  entry  of  prizes  into  her 
ports,  would  this  have  enabled  the  captors  to  condemn  them  so  as  to  give  an 
indefeasible  title  to  the  purchaser?  Without  doubt.  Notwithstanding  Lord 
Stowell,  in  the  case  of  the  *Flad  Oyen,'  (1  Rob.,  pp.  139-142.)  declared  the 
practice  (he  was  commenting  on  the  practice  of  the  French  courts,  in  the  heat 
of  a  French  war,  and  every  lawyer  knows  the  vim  with  which  his  lordship 
assailed  everything  French)  to  be  'infrequent  and  irregular,*  it  is  now  well  set- 
tled that  a  belligerent  prize  court,  sitting  in  its  own  country,  may  adjudicate  a 
prize  lying  in  neutral  waters,  provided  the  possession  of  the  captor  remains. 
And  this  position  seems  to  be  as  unanswerable  in  principle  as  it  is  well  settled 
in  practice.  The  proceeding  in  a  prize  case  is  in  rem,  and  to  give  the  court 
jurisdiction  it  is  only  necessary  that  it  should  have  possession  of  the  prize.  But 
this  need  not  be  actual  possession  by  the  officers  of  the  court,  as  by  the  marshal 
and  his  bailiffs.  It  is  sufficient  if  the  captor,  or  his  duly  appointed  agent,  has 
possession,  because  his  possession  is  that  of  the  government  under  whose  author- 
ity the  court  sits,  as  effectually  as  would  be  that  of  the  marshal ;  and  no  princi- 
ple is  better  settled  than  that  a  neutral  government  has  no  right  to  interfere  with 
the  captor's  possession  of  his  prize — the  case  only  excepted  of  the  capture  hav- 
ing been  made  within  the  waters  of  the  neutral  territory.  So  that  if  the  prize 
be  admitted  into  the  neutral  port  at  all — and  the  argument  proceeds  upon  that 
hypothesis — the  captor's  possession  remains  as  firmly  established  as  if  he  and 
his  prize  were  in  his  own  country.  In  support  of  this  jurisdiction  of  the  prize 
court  1  quote  the  following  authorities  : 

"In  111  PhiUimore's  International  Law,  p.  482,  it  is  said  :  'An  attentive 
review  of  all  the  cases  decided  in  the  courts  of  England  and  the  North  Ameri- 
can United  States  during  the  last  war  (1812)  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
condemnation  of  a  capture  by  a  regular  prize  court,  sitting  in  the  country  of 
the  belligerent,  of  a  prize  lying  at  the  time  of  the  sentence  in  a  neutral  port  is 
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irregular,  bat  clearly  valid.  It  appears  to  be  the  iaclination  of  the  English 
prize  court  during  the  present  war  (Kussian)  to  limit  to  cases  of  necessity  the 
condemnation  of  vessels  lying  in  a  neutral  port.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
add,  after  what  has  been  said  as  to  the  former  French  law  on  condemnations  by 
judges  of  the  belligerent  in  neutral  ports,  (that  is,  the  judge  and  the  prize  both 
being  in  the  neutral  port,)  that  such  condemnations  of  vessels  lying  in  neutral 
ports  aie  holden  valid  by  the  French  prize  courts.'  Again,  in  the  volume  al- 
ready quoted,  p.  426,  it  is  said:  *The  courts  of  the  North  American  United 
States  allow  that  property  may  be  condemned  in  the  courts  of  the  captor  while 
lying  in  a  neutral  country,  but  still  they  rightly  hold  that  it  can  only  be  so 
adjudicated  upon  while  the  possession  of  the  captor  remains;  for  if  it  be  divested^ 
either  in  fact  or  by  operation  of  law,  that  possession  is  gone  which  can  alone 
sustain  the  jurisdiction.  And  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  a  fortiori,  where  the 
property  is  already  in  the  custody  of  a  neutral  tribunal,  and  the  title  is  there 
subjudice,  no  other  foreign  court  can,  by  any  adjudication  of  its  own,  rightfully 
take  away,  forestall,  or  defeat  the  jurisdiction  of  this  neutral  tribunal;'  and  the 
author  quotes  7  Wkeaton^s  Beports,  355.  It  thus  appears  that,  unless  the 
captor  divests  himself  of  the  possession  of  the  prize,  (as  by  sale,  without  wait- 
ing for  condemnation,)  or  his  possession  is  divested  by  operation  of  law,  (as  by 
his  bringing  a  prize  captured  within  neutral  waters  within  neutral  jurisdiction,) 
the  belligerent  prize  court,  sitting  in  its  own  country,  has  ample  power  to  adju- 
dicate. 

"There  would  seem,  then,  to  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  Great  Britain's 
revoking  her  unjust  and  unneutral  orders  in  council  and  returning  to  a  sense  of 
justice.  If  individuals  are  bound  in  conscience  to  retract  their  errors  when  once 
discovered,  how  much  mi  ire  are  nations  bound  to  do  so,  the  consequences  of 
whose  errors  are  so  much  more  wide-spread?  By  doing  justice  to  the  Confed- 
erate States  Great  Britain  will  not  be  doing  injustice  to  the  federal  States.  If 
she  gives  an  asylum  in  her  ports  to  the  former,  she  will  equally  give  it  to  the 
latter;  and  if  this  should  work  an  incidental  advantage  to  the  Confederate  States, 
why  should  this  be  objected  to  more  than  the  opposite  rule,  which  has  worked 
tbem  so  many  disadvantages  1  And  will  it  be  less  graceful  in  Great  Britain  to 
perform  this  act  of  justice  because  one  of  the  parties  in  the  forum  is  struggling 
against  odds,  while  the  other  has  become  overbearing,  nay,  truculent  and  de- 
fiant, from  a  fancied  excess  of  brute  strength  ?  It  is  never  safe  for  a  nation, 
any  more  than  an  individual,  to  temporize,  especially  with  a  bully,  and  at  the 
cost  of  injustice  to  a  weaker  party.  Great  Britain  innocently  fancies  that  she 
is  *  laying  up  against  a  rainy  day ' — that  is  to  say,  that  she  is  conciliating  the 
*  universal  Yankee  nation  *  by  her  present  one-sided  course,  and  establishing 
wise  and  safe  precedents  to  be  followed  by  that  people  hereafter  when  she  shall 
herself  become  a  belligerent.  But  I  warn  her  that  it  is  all  fancy,  and  that  she 
will  reap  the  reward  of  her  timidity  in  the  usual  way — ^timidity  on  the  part  of 
nations  always  inviting  further  insidt  and  outrage.  A  people  who  have  become 
80  lunatic  as  to  destroy  a  constitutional  government  and  voluntarily  submit  their 
neck  to  the  yoke  of  a  coarse  and  illiterate  tyrant  for  the  sake  of  butchering,  in 
gratification  of  their  revenge,  eight  millions  of  their  former  fellow-citizens,  will 
hardly  permit  themselves  to  be  ruled  by  English  precedents,  to  be  calmly  quoted 
to  them  by  some  future  peace-loving  Earl  Russell  from  ponderous  blue-books." 


[From  the  Times  of  June  16, 1864.] 

A  letter  from  Captain  Semmes  on  the  subject  of  maritime  law  cannot  fail  to 
command  attention.  If  we  are  to  take  the  statements  of  his  enemies  literally, 
this  officer  is  the  commander  of  a  piratical  vessel,  and  is  therefore  a  pirate  him- 
self, liable  to  be  strung  up  to  the  yard-arm  of  the  first  ship  that  catches  him. 
Theveryideaofsuchacharacterquietly  sitting  down,  with  Phillimoreasid.  Whea- 
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ton  before  him,  to  justify  his  own  proceedings  and  claim  the  sympaihy  of  the 
English  public,  is  not  a  little  incongruous.  It  seems  to  show  that,  whether  a 
pirate  or  not  in  a  technical  sense,  he  has  more  refined  feelings  than  we  com- 
monly attribute  to  persons  of  that  lawless  class,  and  believes  himself  to  be  serv- 
ing in  a  good  cause.  For  ourselves,  we  have  never  regarded  Captain  Semmes 
in  any  such  light,  or  supposed  the  term  "  pirate"  to  have  been  applied  to  him 
in  sober  earnest.  A  pirate  is  a  highwayman  of  the  seas,  preying  on  commerce 
without  a  commission  from  a  belligerent  state,  and  this  could  never  be  said 
with  truth  of  Captain  Semmes.  The  charge  against  him  was  that  he  took  upon 
himself  to  condemn  and  bum  his  prizes  at  sea  without  bringing  them  before  a 
proper  court  of  adjudication ;  but  this  practice,  if  it  werQ  ever  so  illegal,  is  no 
more  piracy  than  it  is  forgery.  If  any  journal,  "  negrophilist"  or  otherwise, 
has  called  it  so,  it  can  have  been  only  by  a  figure  of  speech.  At  the  same  time, 
the  right  of  a  belligerent  cruiser  to  destroy  merchantmen  on  the  high  seas  as 
the  Alabama  has  done,  has  certainly  been  questioned,  though  somewhat  vaguely, 
and  Captain  Semmes's  apology  for  this  part  of  his  conduct  cannot  be  considered 
superfluous. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  his  argument  is,  that  he  burnt  the  ships  because 
he  had  no  other  means  of  annoying  the  federals,  and  this  is  the  best  account 
that  he  could  give  of  the  matter.  The  truth  is,  that  the  text-books  of  interna- 
tional law  are  almost  silent  upon  the  subject.  They  assume  that  it  will  be  the 
interest  of  the  captor  to  carry  his  prizes  into  a  port  of  his  dwn  country,  so  as 
to  dispose  of  them  and  realize  their  value.  They  hardly  contemplate  the  case 
in  which,  all  those  ports  being  strictly  blockaded,  he  must  either  forego  the 

Sower  of  injuring  his  enemy's  carrying  trade,  or  take  the  law  into  his  own 
ands.  Not  that  even  Captain  Semmes  would  venture  to  claim  for  himself  the 
same  authority  as  a  prize  court.  He  does  not  pretend  that  any  decision  of  his 
could  divest  the  property  in  any  ship  or  cargo,  or  confer  a  good  title  on  a  pur- 
chaser. He  merely  determines,  at  his  own  peril,  after  an  inspection  of  the 
ship's  papers,  that  she  belongs  to  such  and  such  parties,  whether  neutrals  or 
belligerents,  and  acts  accordingly.  If  he  makes  a  mistake,  his  government  is 
responsible  fi>r  it;  and  if  neutral  goods  should  be  destroyed  in  an  enemy's  vessel, 
the  neutral  merchant  is  entitled  to  compensation.  Captain  Semmes  complains 
that  he  was  compelled  in  many  instances  to  release  prizes  on  ransom  bond  for 
the  benefit  of  neutrals  interested  in  the  cargo,  thereby  leaving  the  enemy  free 
to  employ  them  for  commercial  purposes  during  the  rest  of  the  war.  This  con- 
sideration, he  tells  us,  was  the  reason  why  *'  as  few  of  these  ships  as  possible 
were  released  on  bond."  On  the  other  hand,  he  takes  credit  to  himself  and  his 
officers  for  every  ship  set  on  fire,  inasmuch  as  they  sacrificed  their  own  chances 
of  prize  money  to  the  good  of  the  Confederate  States. 

We  need  not  follow  Captain  Semmes  further  into  these  questions  as  to  the 
disposal  of  prizes,  because  the  notions  which  he  combats  really  involve  a  con- 
fusion of  thought.  The  validity  of  captures  can  only  be  decided  conclusively 
by  a  prize  court,  and  it  is  erroneously  inferred  from  this  that  an  enemy's  prop- 
erty cannot  be  destroyed  till  it  has  been  found  to  be  such  by  judicial  inquiry. 
The  fallacy,  thus  stated,  is  obvious ;  it  consists  in  not  distinguishing  between 
the  essential  fact — ^viz:  the  ownership  of  the  vessel — and  the  mode  of  proce- 
dure by  which  that  fact  must  be  established  so  as  to  bar  adverse  claims.  It  is 
a  great  pity  that  Captain  Semmes  was  not  content  with  exposing  this  error,  and 
has  thought  it  necessary  to  retort  upon  the  government  of  this  country.  His 
grievance  is  that  the  orders  in  council,  dated  June  1,  1861,  were  issued  with 
the  full  knowledge  that  they  would  operate  unfairly  towards  the  confederates. 
He  denounces  them  on  this  ground  as  "  unjust  and  unneutral,"  and  urges  us 
in  the  strongest  language  to  recall  them.  Before  we  advert  to  his  elaborate 
disquisition  on  the  usage  of  neutral  nations  with  respect  to  the  admission  or 
exclusion  of  prizes,  we  must  take  exception  to  the  principle  on  which  the  whole 
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of  it  is  based.  "  What  ia  neutrality  ?"  asks  Oaptain  Semmes.  "  Impartiality," 
iH)t  in  form  only,  but  in  substance — ^that  is,  not  only  actual  impartiality,  but 
such  impartiality  as  will  stand  the  test  of  "  practical  consequences.'*  There 
cannot  be  a  greater  misconception  of  neutrality  than  this.  To  be  neutral  is  to 
remain  at  peace  while  other  nations  are  at  war,  and  to  give  no  assistance  to 
either.  It  is  essentially  a  negative  attitude,  and  nothing  would  be  more  likely 
to  lead  to  a  practical  violation  of  it  than  such  attempts  to  dress  the  balance  as 
Captain  Semmes  requires  from  us.  His  theory  is  that  we  should  deliberately 
calculate  the  bearing  of  any  regulation  about  the  use  of  our  own  territory  that 
we  may  see  fit  to  make  upon  the  interests  of  the  two  belligerents.  If  the  one 
happens  to  be  weaker,  we  must  take  care  that  we  do  not  add  to  the  inequality 
of  force,  and  so  adjust  our  conduct  that  the  issue  of  the  contest  may  be  the 
same  as  if  Great  Baitain  were  not  in  existence.  Not  to  dwell  on  the  hopeless 
impossibility  of  steering  such  a  course,  we  utterly  deny  that  it  would  be  impar- 
tial, or  that,  if  impartid,  it  would  be  neutral.  To  refrain  from  closing  our  own 
ports,  because  the  confederates  have  no  access  to  their  own,  would  be  the  very 
height  of  partiality.  To  allow  both  parties  to  fit  out  naval  expeditions  in  them, 
though  it  might  be  impartial,  would  be  a  reductio  ad  ahsurdum  of  neutrality. 
The  safest  rule  is  to  think  much  less  of  the  belligerents  than  of  ourselves,  and 
to  decline  all  responsibility  for  the  possible  effects  of  a  righteous  and  disinter- 
ested policy  on  the  fortunes  of  the  war.  Captain  Semmes  thinks  he  has  proved 
his  point  when  he  calls  the  orders  in  council  "  a  staggering  blow"  at  *'  the  Con- 
federate States,"  and  a  '*  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  federal  State*."  If 
such  was  their  intention — which  he  does  not  even  assert— ca<ii^  questio.  If 
such  was  the  incidental  result  of  them,  being,  as  they  were,  in  stiict  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  neutrality,  what  does  it  prove  ? 

The  basis,  then,  of  Captain  Semmes's  reasoning  being  radically  unsound,  the 
superstructure  can  hardly  be  stronger.  It  is  in  vain  that  he  accumulates  au- 
thorities to  show  that  if  we  had  not  expressly  excluded  the  prizes  of  both  belli- 
gerents, the  presumption  would  have  been  in  favor  of  their  admission.  Very 
likely  it  might,  though  it  is  a  point  upon  which  the  text  writers  speak  with 
hesitation ;  but  what  is  beyond  all  question  is,  that  we  had  a  perfect  right  so  to 
exclude  them,  and  that  we  exercised  it.  Of  course,  it  would  have  been  very 
convenient  to  the  Confederate  States  to  have  prize  courts  of  their  own,  sitting 
at  Charleston  or  Savannah  upon  prizes  constructively  in  their  custody,  but  in 
fiict  lying  s€iely  in  the  Mersey  or  the  Thames.  No  doubt  it  was  extremely 
vexatious  to  see  the  prime  inducement  to  privateering  cut  away  by  the  order  in 
council,  for  no  private  adventurer  could  afford  to  adopt  the  tactics  of  the  Ala- 
bama and  her  consorts.  "  As  if  by  magic,  the  privateers  which  had  already 
been  commissioned  disappeared  from  the  seas,"  and,  "so  far  as  results  were  con- 
cerned," "  the  declaration  of  Paris  was  put  in  force  against  the  confederates. 
The  inference  drawn  by  Captain  Semmes  is,  that  being  free  to  choose  one  of 
two  alternatives,  we  -should  have  chosen  that  which  would  have  been  least 
hard  upon  him.  This  reminds  us  of  the  "  sympathy"  which  the  northerners 
used  to  demand  that  we  should  infrise  into  our  neutrality.  Had  we  yielded  to 
such  appeals  on  either  side,  we  should  by  this  time  be  playing  the  part  of  the 
Homeric  Zeus,  now  giving  the  Trojans  a  lift,  now  inclining  the  scales  in  favor 
of  the  Greeks.  Again  we  must  protest  against  so  absurd  a  view  of  our  true 
position  as  neutrals.  We  do  not  care  to  discuss  with  Captain  Semmes  the  ques- 
tion whether  we  were  bound  by  any  treaty  obligations  to  do  as  we  did ;  it  is 
enough  for  us  that  we  were  not  prohibited  by  any  such  obligations,  and  acted  in 
perfect  good  fiaith.  Everything  that  has  since  happened  confirms  us  in  the  be- 
lief that  it  was  far  better  to  refuse  than  to  concede  the  privilege  of  asylum  to 
both  of  the  belligerents.  Other  nations  thought  the  same,  and  the  fi^t  of  their 
following  our  example,  which  Captain  Semmes  converts  into  a  fresh  topic  of 
accusation  agidnst  us,  ought  to  have  opened  his  eyes  to  the  extravagance  of  his 
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last  paragraph.  It  would  bave  been  more  to  tbe  purpose  if,  instead  of  impu- 
ting unworthy  motives  to  this  country,  be  bad  taken  the  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing the  circumstances  under  which  the  Alabama  and  other  confederate  cruisers 
have  been  equipped  in  fraud  of  that  neutrality  which  he  invokes.  Justice  is 
one  thing,  but  parties  who  claim  something  more  than  justice,  because  they  are 
<' struggling  against  odds,''  must  at  least  come  into  court  with  clean  hands. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  721.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  this  day  received  from 
Lord  Russell,  with  a  printed  enclosure,  being  an  extract  from  the  London  Gazette 
of  the  15tb  of  December,  1863.     I  annex  a  copy  of  my  note  in  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


[EncloBures.] 


1.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  15,  1864. 

2.  Extract  from  London  Gazette,  December  15,  1863. 

3.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  June  16,  1864. 


Lord  Rmsell  to  Mr,  Adamsi 

Foreign  Office,  June  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  regulations  issued  by  her  Majesty  on  the  31st  of  January,  1862, 
for  the  preservation  of  neutrality  during  the  existing  hostilities  in  North  America, 
prescribe,  as  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  that  no  ship-of-war  or  privateer  belonging 
to  either  of  the  belligerents  shall  enter  or  remain  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  or  any 
other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of  the  Bahama  islands,  except  by  special  leave 
of  the  lieutenant  governor,  or  in  case  of  stress  of  weather.  It  is,  therefore,  with 
regret  that  I  have  to  state  that  it  has  been  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government 
that  vessels-of-war  belonging  to  the  United  States  are  in  the  habit  of  resorting 
to  the  more  distant  and  least  populous  of  the  Bahamas  out-islands  in  disregard 
of  those  regulations. 

I  beg  leave  to  instance  the  case  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Tioga,  which  is 
reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  have  anchored  without  permission  in 
the  roadstead  of  Bimini  on  the  12th  of  April  last.  On  that  occasion  a  boat 
rowing  eight  oars,  and  having  several  officers  in  her,  proceeded  for  the  shore,  and 
when  they  were  met  by  the  police  magistrate  of  Abaco,  who  represented  to  them 
that  their  presence  there  was  contrary  to  the  Queen's  regulations,  they  are 
stated  to  have  expostulated,  and  to  have  asserted  that  they  were  permitted  to 
remain  there  twenty-four  houi'S. 

This  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Tioga  could  not, 
however,  be  excused  on  the  ground  of  ignorance  of  the  Queen's  regulations,  for 
it  appears  that  the  commander's  attention  had  been  called  to  these  regulations  a 
short  time  before,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Tioga's  having  entered  Little  Harbor, 
Abaco ;  neither  could  it  be  justified  on  the  score  of  stress  of  weather,  as  the 
weather  at  Bimini  on  the  12th  of  April  last  is  stated  to  have  been  "delightfully 
fine." 
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It  baa  been  further  represented  to  her  Majesty's  goyemment  that  this  par- 
ticular gunboat  has  made  frequent  visits  to  the  Bahama  out-islands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  supplies ;  and  even  admitting  that  advantage  has  not  been 
taken  of  these  visits  to  commit  acts  inconsistent  with  her  Majesty's  neutrality, 
these  visits  are  not  the  less  a  violation  of  the  Queen's  regulations,  and  as  such 
are  deserving  of  reprehension. 

I  must,  therefore,  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  call  the  attention 
of  your  government  to  this  subject ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of 
the  regulations  referred  to,  to  which  is  appended  an  explanatory  instruction, 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  colonies  on  the  6tn  of  October  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Extract  from  the  London  Gazette  of  the  Ibth  December^  1863. 

Foreign  Opficb,  December  15,  1863. 
Copies  of  a  letter  from  Earl  Russell  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi- 
ralty, and  of  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  the  governor  of  the 
Sahamas : 

Foreign  Office,  January  31,  1862. 

My  Lords:  Her  Majesty  being  fully  determined  to  observe  the  duties  of 
neutrality  during  the  existing  hostilities  between  the  United  States  and  the 
States  calling  themselves  "the  Confederate  States  of  America,"  and  being, 
moreover,  resolved  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  use  of  her  Majesty's  har- 
bors, ports,  and  coasts,  and  the  waters  within  her  Majesty's  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion, in  aid  of  the  warlike  purposes  of  either  belligerent,  has  commanded  me  to 
communicate  to  your  lordships,  for  your  guidance,  the  following  rules,  which 
are  to  be  treated  and  enforced  as  her  Majesty's  orders  and  directions : 

Her  Majesty  is  pleased  further  to  command  that  these  rules  shall  be  put  in 
force  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  the  Channel  islands  on  and  after  Thursday, 
the  6th  day  of  February  next,  and  in  her  Majesty's  territories  and  possessions 
beyond  the  seas,  six  days  after  the  day  when  the  governor  or  other  chief  au- 
thority of  each  of  such  territories  or  possessions,  respectively,  shall  have  notified 
and  published  the  same,  stating  in  such  notification  that  the  said  rules  are  to  be 
obeyed  by  all  persons  within  the  same  territories  and  possessions. 

I.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  States  calling  themselves  "the 
Confederate  States  of  America,"  or  until  her  Majesty  shall  otherwise  order,  no 
ship-of-war  or  privateer  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerents  shaH  be  permitted 
to  enter  or  remain  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  or  in  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters  of  the  Bahama  islands,  except  by  special  leave  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  the  Bahama  islands,  or  in  case  of  stress  of  weather.  If  any  such  vessel 
should  enter  any  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  by  special  leave,  or  under 
stress  of  weather,  the  authorities  of  the  place  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  as 
soon  as  possible,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in  any  supplies  beyond  what 
may  be  necessary  for  her  immediate  use. 

If,  at  the  time  when  this  order  is  first  notified  in  the  Bahama  islands,  there 
shall  be  any  such  vessel  already  within  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of  those 
islands,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  give  notice  to  such  vessel  to  depart,  and 
shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea,  within  such  time  as  he  shall,  under  the  ciTcum- 
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stanceB,  consider  proper  and  reasonable.  If  there  akall  then  be  »hips-of-war  or 
privateers  belonging  to  both  the  said  belligerents  within  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion of  her  Majesty,  in  or  near  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  shall  fix  the  order  of  time  in  which  such  vessels  shall  depart.  No 
such  vessel  of  either  belligerent  shall  be  permitted  to  put  to  sea  until  after  the 
expiration  of  at  least  twentv-four  hours  from  the  time  when  the  last  preceding 
vessel  of  the  other  belliger^it  rwhether  the  same  shall  be  a  ship-of-war,  or 
privateer,  or  merchant  ship)  whicn  shall  have  left  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters,  or  waters  adjacent  thereto,  shall  have  passed  beyond  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  her  Majesty. 

II.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  States  calling  fliemselves  "  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,"  all  ships-of-war  and  privateers  of  either  bel- 
ligerent are  prohibited  from  making  use  of  any  port  or  roadstead  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  in  the  Channel  islands,  or  in  any  of 
her  Majesty's  colonies  or  foreign  possessions  or  dependencies,  or  of  any  waters 
subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  British  crown,  as  a  station  or  place 
of  resort  for  any  warlike  purpose  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  any  facilities 
of  warlike  equipment ;  and  no  ship-of-war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall 
hereafter  be  permitted  to  sail  out  of  or  leave  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters 
subject  to  British  jurisdiction,  from  which  any  vessel  of  the  other  belligerent 
(whether  the  same  shall  be  a  ship-of-war,  a  privateer,  or  a  merchant  ship)  shall 
have  previously  departed,  until  after  the  expiration  of  at  least  twenty-four 
hours  from  the  departure  of  such  last-mentioned  vessel  beyond  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty. 

III.  If  any  ship-of-war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall,  after  the  time 
when  this  order  shall  be  first  notified  and  put  in  force  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  in  the  Channel  islands,  and  in  the  several  colonies  and  foreign  possessions 
and  dependencies  of  her  Majesty,  respectively,  enter  any  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  either  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  in  the  Channel 
islands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  or  foreign  possessions  or  dependen- 
cies, such  vessel  shall  be  required  to  depart  and  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  her  entrance  into  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  except  in  case 
of  stress  of  weather,  or  of  her  requiring  provisions  or  things  necessary  for  the 
subsistence  of  her  crew  or  repairs ;  in  either  of  which  cases  the  authorities  of 
the  port,  or  of  the  nearest  port,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  shall  require  her  to  put 
to  sea  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  such  period  of  twenty-four 
hours,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in  supplies  beyond  what  may  be  neces- 
sary for  her  immediate  use ;  and  no  such  vessel,  which  may  have  been  allowed 
to  remain  within  British  waters  for  the  purpose  of  repair,  shall  continue  in  any 
such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  for  a  L  nger  period  than  twenty-four  hours  after 
her  necessary  repairs  shall  have  been  completed :  Provided,  neverfheless,  that 
in  all  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  any  vessels  (whether  ships-of-war,  priva- 
teers, or  merchant  ships)  of  both  the  said  belligerent  parties  in  the  same  port, 
roadstead,  or  waters  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  other  Majesty,  there  shall 
be  an  interval  of  not  less  than  twenty -four  hours  between  the  departure  there- 
from  of  any  such  vessel  (whether  a  ship-of-war,  a  privateer,  or  a  merchant 
ship)  of  the  one  belligerent,  and  the  subsequent  departure  therefrom  of  any 
ship-of-war  or  privateer  of  the  other  belligerent;  and  the  times,  hereby  limited, 
for  the  departure  of  such  ships-of-war  and  privateers,  respectively,  shall  always, 
in  case  of  necessity,  be  extended,  so  far  as  may  be  requisite  for  giving  effect  to 
this  proviso,  but  not  further  or  otherwise. 

IV.  No  ship-of-war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall  hereafter  be  per- 
mitted, while  in  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion of  her  Majesty,  to  take  in  any  supplies,  except  provisions  and  such  other 
things  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew ;  and  except  so  much 
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coal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  sucli  yessel  to  the  nearest  port  of  her 
own  country,  or  to  some  nearer  destination ;  and  no  coal  shall  be  again  supplied 
to  any  such  ship-of-war  of  privateer,  in  the  same  or  any  other  port,  roadstead, 
or  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  without  special 
permission,  until  iafter  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  time  when  such 
coal  may  have  been  last  supplied  to  her  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid. 
I  have,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 

Note. — A  similar  letter  has  been  addressed  to  the  secretaries  of  state  for  the 
home,  colonial,  war,  and  India  departments,  and  to  the  lords  commissioners  of 
her  Majesty's  treasury. 


Downing  Street,  October  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  Doubts  having  been  expressed  as  to  whether,  under  the  regulations  of 
the  3l8t  January,  1862,  which  were  embodied  in  a  proclamation  issued  by  you 
on  the  11th  March  following,  it  is  required  that  the  commander  of  a  belligerent 
ship-of-war  or  privateer  should  obtain  the  permission  of  the  local  authorities 
before  entering  the  ports,  roadsteads,  or  waters  of  the  Bahamas  out-islands, 
when  the  governor  is  not  there  present,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  Earl  Russell 
has  taken  her  Majesty's  pleasure  thereupon,  and  you  are  to  understand  that  at 
the  ports  of  the  out-islands,  as  at  Nassau,  the  special  leave  of  the  governor  him- 
self is  reqtiired  (unless  in  stress  of  weather)  by  any  belligerent  vessel  desiring 
to  enter,  with  this  exception  only,  that  in  cases  of  grave  emergency  and  real 
necessity  and  distress,  such  as  a  sailing  vessel  being  dismasted,  or  accident 
happening  to  the  machinery  of  a  steam  vessel,  the  vessel  may  enter  the  ports, 
roadsteads,  or  waters,  on  obtaining  leave  ^m  a  resident  officer,  to  whom  the 
governor  shall  have  delegated  his  authority  in  that  behalf. 

With  a  view  to  give  effect  to  her  Majesty's  intentions,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
convey  to  the  officers  in  the  out-islands,  to  whom  it  may  best  be  confided,  the 
authority  in  question,  taking  care  to  communicate  to  them  copies  of  the  regula- 
tions of  the  3l8t  January,  1862,  and  calling  their  especial  attention  to  die  limits 
of  the  authority  delegated,  and  Jto  that  clause  of  the  regulations  of  31st  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  in  which  it  is  directed  that  vessels  entering  under  stress  of  weather, 
or  by  special  leave,  shall  be  required  to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 

Governor  Baylev,  C.  jB.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Adam  to  Earl  Ruitdl, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  16,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of 
the  15th  instant,  in  relation  to  certain  proceedings  of  the  commander  of  the 
United  States  gunboat  Tioga,  at  the  Bahama  islands,  represented  to  be  in  vio- 
lation of  the  regulations  made  by  her  Majesty's  government  in  regard  to  the  re- 
ception at  the  ports  in  those  islands  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  present  war  in 
America,  two  printed  copies  of  which  have  been  at  the  same  time  fumiphed  me, 
with  a  request  that  I  would  call  the  attention  of  my  government  to  the  subject. 
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In  accordance  with  your  lordship's  desire,  I  shall  seize  the  first  opporttmitj 
to  transmit  this  representation  to  my  government,  from  whom  I  do  not  douht 
that  the  subject  will  meet  with  the  most  prompt  consideration. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADA3I8. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  722.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  17,  1864. 

Sib  :  The  meeting  of  the  conference  has  been  twice  postponed  this  week.  It 
\m  now  fixed  for  Saturday.  Meanwhile  the  greatest  efforts  are  making  by  this 
government  to  bring  about  some  arrangement.  These  are  doubtless  stimulated 
by  a  knowledge  that  the  opposition  contemplate  proposing  in  the  House' of  Com- 
mons a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  case  of  failure.  This  movement  has  been 
much  talked  about  during  the  past  week ;  but  there  are  intimations  that  the 
cohesion  necessary  to  success  is  not  established  in  the  party.  Should  this  be 
BO  it  will  not  be  attempted.  • 

The  ministerialists  are  now  sanguine  as  to  their  continuance  for  another  year, 
in  spite  of  the  known  divisions  in  the  cabinet. 

Mr.  Lindsay  has  made  some  modifications  in  his  motion  which  is  in  order  for 
this  evening.  But  even  as  it  stands,  under  present  circumstances,  it  is  scarcely 
likely  that  he  will  press  it.  He  may  postpone  it  again,  in  the  hope  of  hitting  a 
better  opportunity  hereafter. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,   CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  8fc,,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  723.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  two  papers  just  issued  by  her 
Majesty's  government— one  being  "instructions  to  governors  of  colonies  re- 
specting the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  by  federtd  or  confederate  cruisers 
if  brought  into  British  waters ;"  and  the  other,  a  return  of  the  number  and  ton- 
nage of  American  vessels  sold  to  British  subjects  in  the  year  1 863. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^r.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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BELLIGERENT  CRUISERS. 

Cireular  instructions  to  governors  of  colonies  respecting  the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  bjf 
federtU  or  confederate  cruisers^  if  hroug^  into  British  waters. 

Downing  Strret,  June  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  think  it  well  to  communicate  to  you  the  decisions  at  which  her  majesty's 
government  have  arrived  on  certain  questions  which  have  arisen  respecting  the 
treatment  of  prizes  captured  by  federal  or  confederate  cruisers,  if  brought  into 
British  waters. 

1.  If  any  prize  captured  by  a  ship-of-war  of  either  of  the  belligerent  powers 
shall  be  brought  by  the  captors  within  her  Majesty's  jurisdiction,  notice  shall  be 
given  by  the  governor  to  the  captors  immediately  to  depart  and  remove  such 
prize. 

2.  A  vessel  which  shall  have  been  actually  and  bona  Jide  converted  into  and 
used  as  a  public  vessel-of-war,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  prize,  within  the 
meaning  of  these  rules. 

3.  If  any  prize  shall  be  brought  within  her  Majesty's  jurisdiction  through 
mere  sties^  of  weather,  or  other  extreme  and  unavoidable  necessity,  the  governor 
may  alldw  for  her  removal  such  time  as  he  may  consider  to  be  necessary. 

4.  If  any  prize  shall  not  be  removed  at  the  time  prescribed  to  the  captors  by 
the  governor,  the  governor  may  detain  such  prize  until  her  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  made  known. 

5.  If  any  prize  shall  have  bee©  captured  by  any  violation  of  the  territory  or 
territorial  waters  of  her  Majesty,  the  governor  may  detain  such  prize  until  her 
Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  made  known. 

.Her  Majesty's  government  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  ad- 
dition to  the  instructions  already  given  with  respect  to  cargoes,  viz.,  that  her 
Majesty's  orders  apply  as  much  to  prize  cargoes  of  every  kind  which  may  be 
brought  by  any  armed  ships  or  privateers  of  either  belligerent  into  British  waters 
as  to  the  captured  vessels  themselves.  They  do  not,  however,  apply  to  any 
articles  which  may  have  formed  part  of  any  such  cargoes  if  brought  within 
British  jurisdiction,  not  by  armed  ships  or  privateers  of  either  belligerent,  but  by 
other  persons  who  may  have  acquired  or  may  claim  property  in  them  by  reason 
of  any  dealings  with  the  captors. 

These  rules  are  for  the  guidance  of  the  executive  authority,  and  are  not  intended 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  th§  process  of  any  court  of  justice. 

EDWARD  CARDWELL. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  996.]  Dkpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  20,  1864. 

Sie :  Tour  despatcli  of  the  2d  of  June,  No.  705,  haa  been  received.  The 
account  you  give  in  it  of  the  credulity  exercised  in  political  circles  in  regard  to 
all^d  disasters  of  our  armies  is  fully  sustained  by  the  concurrent  expositions 
of  uie  British  press.  I  perceive  that  it  is  at  last  confessed  by  that  press,  with 
entire  unanimity,  that  the  sympathies  and  good  wishes  of  the  nation  are  with 
the  insurgents.  The  British  nation  has  arrived  at  this  stage  only  now,  at  the 
moment  when,  for  the  first  time,  it  is  made  clear  that  the  success  of  xhe  Union 
involves  directly  the  extinction  of  African  slavery  throughout  the  world,  while 
the  failure  of  the  Union  would  reinvigorate  and  perpetuate  that  greatest  sole- 
cism of  modem  civilization.  All  popular  sympathies  and  excitements  seem  to 
me  to  run  their  course  briefly  in  England.  British  humanitarians  no  longer 
appeal  to  the  world  for  Poland.  They  dismiss  Garibaldi  and  united  Italy 
with  grace,  indeed,  but  stiU  without  practical  aid.  On  the  contrary,  they  reason 
against  military  demonstration,  and  hope,  without  encouragement,  for  the  failure 
of  the  American  Union.  That  illusive  hope  they  will  not  surrender.  Never- 
theless, they  cannot  admit  even  to  themselves  that  the  hope  which  is  so  precious 
arises  out  of  ungenerous  motives.  We  can  afford  to  wait.  Time,  which  has 
0o  slowly  brought  to  the  British  politicians  sufficient  boldness  to  confess  the 
sympathies  with  the  armed  upholders  of  slavery,  which  were  heretofore  denied, 
will  not  long  leave  the  sources  of  those  deplorable  sympathies  undisclosed. 
Nevertheless,  I  cannot  hold  the  British  nation  altogether  responsible.  It  is 
misled,  not  unwillingly,  indeed,  but  still  it  is  misled,  by  that  portion  of  our  own 
citizens  who  see  in  the  ruin  of  slavery  the  removal  of  the  basis  upon  which 
a  huge  fabric  of  political  strength  is  permanently  built.  In  short,  the  struggle 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  while  it  is  flagrant  civil  war  in  the  insurrectionary 
States,  is  at  the  same  time  a  political  revolution  within  the  States  which  recog- 
nise the  Union.  In  this  respect  our  case  is  not  an  exceptional  one.  It  is  the 
experience  4f  every  nation  that  falls  into  civil  war.  We  did  well,  however,  at 
the  beginning,  when  -we  disallowed  an  appeal  to  European  svmpathies,  and  de- 
clared that  we  should  rely  exclusively  upon  ourselves.  It  has  been  very  diffi- 
cnlt  to  convince  many  of  our  citizens  of  this;  but  we  are  vindicated  at  last. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  strange  hallucination  of  the  British  nation  may  not,  when 
it  ends*  be  succeeded  by  lasting  resentments  and  prejudices  in  either  country. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  S^c.^  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  997.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  20,  1864. 
SfR :  Your  despatch  of  June  2,  No.  708,  has  been  received.  It  throws  all 
the  light  you  can  gather  with  your  prevision  upon  the  Germania-Dauico  confer- 
ence, and  upon  the  ministerial  situation  in  England,  and  I  thank  you  for  it, 
although  the  condition  of  those  questions  is,  as  you  confess,  confused  and  an 
satbfactory,  altogether  too  much  so  to  enable  us  at  this  distance  to  conjectnie 
the  fM>lution  of  either. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq..  9fc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  998.]  Department  op  State, 

WashiTigton,  June  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  2d  of  June,  No.  '707,  which  is 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Earl  Russell  on  the 
23d  of  May  last,  concerning  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  marine  service  in  Brit- 
ish ports,  also  a  copy  of  Earl  Russeirs  acknowledgment  of  the  note,  and  also 
copies  of  voluminous  affidavits,  which,  on  occasion  of  writing  that  paper,  you 
submitted  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiairs.  These  papers 
have  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  I  am  directed  to  approve  fully  of 
your  proceedings  therein  set  forth,  and  to  commend  the  urgency  with  which  you 
have  therein  remonstrated  against  transactions  as  palpably  unlawful  as  they 
are  injurious  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv%nt, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.^  4^.,  4^.       ^ 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1000.)  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  No  significant  military  event  has  occurred  in  the  region  beyond  the 
Mississippi  since  my  last  notice  of  the  campaign.  A  considerable  force  which 
was  sent  out  by  General  Washburn,  under  command  of  General  Sturgis,  en- 
countered the  insurgents,  led  by  Forrest,  and  was  repulsed  and  routed.  This 
reverse  excited  apprehensions  here  for  the  safety  of  General  Sherman's  commu- 
nications. Later  mformation  assures  us  that  although  the  defeat  of  Sturgis  was 
complete,  yet  the  losses  were  greatly  exaggerated.  General  Sherman,  on  hear- 
ing of  it,  promptly  assured  us  that  he  l^d  taken  adequate  measdres  to  guard 
against  any  serious  embarrassments  w^hich  might  otherwise  result  from  that  un- 
fortunate occurrence.  During  the  last  week  we  were  kept  well  apprised  by 
General  Sherman  of  his  own  position,  and  the  uncertain  attitude  of  his  oppo- 
nent, Johnston.  Last  night  General  Sherman  announced  that  Johnston  had 
again  retreated,  and  that  our  whole  army  are  pursuing  the  insurgents  as  far  as 
the  Chattahoochee  river,  where  we  understand  Johnston  will  probably  make  a 
new  stand  for  the  defence  of  Atlanta.  We  have  heard  from  General  Hunter's 
flying  column  otly  through  the  insurgent  papers  at  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 
From  these  reports  we  infer  that  he  is  still  operating  either  against  Charlottes- 
ville or  against  Lynchburg.  The  insurgents  claim  to  have  defeated  Sheridan's 
cavalry  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad,  near  Gordonsville,  with  severe 
loss,  but  this  is  erroneous ;  he  obtained  a  victory,  with  substantial  fruits  in  the 
engagement  in  which  he  is  reported  to  have  been  beaten.  But  afterwards,  on 
arriving  at  Gordonsville,  he  found  that  place  too  well  defended  by  an  infantry 
force  to  be  carried  by  assault;  he  therefore  retired,  and  when  he*was  last  heard 
from  was  at  West  Point,  on  the  York  river,  it  is  supposed  in  communication 
with  General  Grant.  You  will  read  in  th&  newspapers  Lieutenant  General 
Grant's  modest  but  clear  account  of  his  success  in  transferring  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  without  any  loss,  from  its  position  in  front  and  within  fifty  yards  of 
the  enemy  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy,  across  that  river,  and  also 
across  the  James  river,  to  the  south  bank  of  the  James,  below  Petersburg,  at 
the  same  time  re-enforcing  General  Butler  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  The  move- 
ment, as  I  before  wrote  you,  began  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant,  and  was 
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entirely  completed  on  the  15th.  Immediately  upon  ohtainlnghis new  position. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant  began  a  series  of  assaults  against  Petersburg.  The 
place  was  found  strongly  defended.  Some  of  the  outer  intrenchments  have 
been  carried  with  a  considerable  capture  of  prisoners  and  guns,  and  these  de- 
fences are  still  held ;  yet  the  enemy  has  not  been  displaced  from  Petersburg. 
It  is  understood  that  Lee  has  strongly  re-enforced  Beauregard,  who  defends 
Petersburg,  and  that  he  has  recovered  the  railroad  which  connects  that  place 
with  Richmond,  and  which  at  one  time  fell  into  the  hands  of  General  Butler. 
Some  of  the  prisoners  state  that  they  have  just  anived  from  Tennessee,  and 
tiiis  fact  implies  that  Lee  has  been  re-enforced  from  Johnston's  army;  but 
the  evidences  of  it  are  not  conclusive.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  more  to 
render  the  military  situation  intelligible ;  but,  in  view  of  the  discredit  with 
which  all  accounts  of  our  operations  are  met  in  Europe,'  I  may  not  improperly 
add  that  our  commanding  generals,  and  all  our  military  authorities,  regard,  the 
progress  which  the  armies  have  made  with  satisfaction. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^v.*  ^'>  4^* 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1001.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  2d  instant,  No.  704,  has  been  received.     Tour 
prompt  proceedings  adopted  with  a  view  to  prevent  any  ill  efiFects  from  the  forged 
proclamation  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  21,  1864. 
General  Sherman  telegraphed  yesterday  that  he  had  been  in  error  in  saying 
that  the  enemy  had  retreated  to  the  Chattahoochee  river.    Tou  will  correct  my 
No.  1,000  by  this  last  information. 

All  was  quiet  on  the  19th,  20th,  and  22d,  at  Petersburg;  but  Lieutenant 
General  Grant  is  not  idle  there. 
I  am,  sir, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  724]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  21,  1864. 

Sir:  Tou  will  have  received  before  this  arrives,  from  other  sources,  the 
gratifying  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Alabama  by  the  Kearsarge, 
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which  took  place  on  last  Sunday  morning.  Mr.  Dayton  did  me  the  fiwor  to 
•end  the  news  by  telegraph  to  me  a  few  hours  after  it  happened,  so  that  I  was 
enabled  to  be  tlie  first  to  announce  it  to  a  few  loyal  Americans  who  happened 
to  be  at  my  house  on  that  evening. 

I  transmit  copies  of  the  various  morning  newspapers,  which  contain  long 
accounts  of  the  afiair  as  drawn  up  exclusively  from  rebel  sources.  The  conduct 
of  the  master  of  the  British  yacht  in  aiding  the  escape  of  the  commander  and  a 
part  of  the  crew  will  doubtless  attract  your  attention.  Thus  far  I  have  no  direct 
information  from  Captain  Winslow  or  any  other  source  upon  which  I  could  base 
a  representation  to  this  government,  if  disposed  to  make  one.  I  incline  rathttr 
to  collect  testimony  and  awdt  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servaint, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  SUUe,  WashingUnh  D.  C. 


[From  the  London  limes  of  June  21,  1864.] 
THE   NAVAL   ACTION   BETWEEN   THE   ALABAMA    AND   THE  KEARSAROB. 
(From  our  own  QfrregpondeiU.) 

Southampton,  MoilBay. 

The  Englibh  steam  yacht  Deerhonnd,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Lancaster,  ef 
Hindley  Hall,  Wigan,  Lancashire,  arrived  here  last  night  and  landed  Captain 
SemmeB,  (commander  of  the  late  confederate  steamer  Alabama,)  thirteen 
officers,  and  twenty -six  men,  whom  she  rescued  from  drowning  after  the  action 
off  Cherbourg  yesterday  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  world- 
renowned  Alabama.  From  interviews  held  this  morning  with  Mr.  Lancaster, 
with  Captain  Jones,  (master  of  the  Deerhound,)  and  with  some  of  the  Ala- 
bama's officers,  and  from  information  gleaned  in  other  quarters,  I  am  enabled 
to  furnish  you  with  some  interesting  particulars  connected  with  the  fight  be- 
tween the  Alabama  and  the  Kearsarge. 

The  Deerhound  is  a  yacht  of  190  tons  and  70  horse  power,  and  her  owner 
is  a  member  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron  at  Cowes  and  of  the  royal  Mersey 
yacht  club.  By  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence  she  was  built  by  Messrs. 
Laird  &  Son,  of  Birkenhead,  and  proof  of  her  flcetness  is  furnished  by  the 
fact  that  she  steamed  home  from  the  scene  of  action  yesterday  at  the  rate  of 
thirteen  knots  an  hour.  On  arriving  at  Cherbourg  at  10  o'clock  on  Saturday 
night,  by  railway  irom  Caen,  Mr.  Lancaster  was  informed  by  the  captain  of  his 
yacht,  which  was  lying  in  harbor  awaiting  his  arrival,  that  it  was  reported  that 
the  Alabama  and  the  Aearsarge  were  going  out  to  fight  each  other  in  the  morn- 
ing. Mr.  Lancaster,  whose  wife,  niece,  and  family  were  also  on  board  his 
yacht,  at  once  determined  to  go  out  in  the  morning  and  see  the  combat 

The  Alabama  left  Cherbourg  harbor  about  10  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  the  Kearsarge  was  then  several  miles  out  to  seaward,  with  her  steam  up 
nsady  for  action.  The  French  plated  ship-of-war  Conronne  followed  the  Ala- 
bama out  of  harbor,  and  stopped  when  the  vessels  were  a  league  off  the  coast, 
her  object  being  to  see  that  tliore  was  no  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  by 
any  fight  taking  place  within  the  legal  distance  from  land.  The  combat  took 
place  about  nine  miles  irom  43herbourg,  and,  as  there  are  some  slight  differences 
(as  might  naturally  be  expected  under  the  circumstances)  in  relation  to  the 
period  over  which  it  lasted,  and  other  matters,  it  may  be  well  here  to  reproduce 
nom  Mr.  Lancaster's  letter  in  the  Times  of  this  morning  the  subjoined  extract 
from  the  log  kept  on  board  the  Deerhound : 
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"  Sunday^  June  10,  9  a.  m. — Got  np  steam  and  proceeded  out  of  Cberbonrg 
harbor.  10.30. — Observed  the  Alabama  steaming  out  of  the  harbor  towards  the 
federal  steamer  Kearsarge.  11.10. — ^The  Alabama  commenced  tiring  with  her 
starboard  battery,  the  distance  between  the  contending  vessels  being  about  one 
mile.  ITie  Kearsarge  immediately  replied  with  her  starboard  guns ;  a  very 
sharp,  spirited  firing  was  then  kept  np,  shot  sometimes  being  varied  by  shells. 
In  manoeuvring  both  vessels  made  seven  complete  circles  at  a  distance  of  from 
a  quarter  to  hcdf  a  mile.  At  12  a  slight  intermission  was  observed  in  the , 
Alabama's  firing,  the  Alabama  making  head  sail,  and  shaping  her  course  for 
the  land,  distant  about  9  miles.  At  12.30  observed  the 'Alabama  to  be  disabled 
and  in  a  sinking  state.  We  immediately  made  towards  her,  and  on  passing 
the  Kearsarge  were  requested  to  assist  in  saving  the  Alabama's  crew.  At 
12.50,  when  within  a  distance  of  200  yards,  the  Alabama  sank.  We  then 
lowered  our  two  boats,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Alabamans  whale-boat 
and  dingy,  succeeded  in  saving  about  forty  men,  including  Captain  Semmes 
and  thirteen  officers.    At  1  p.  m.  we  steered  for  Southampton.'* 

One  of  the  officers  of  the  Alabama  names  the  same  hour,  viz:  11.10,  as  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  and  12.40  as  the  period  of  its  cessation,  making 
it«  duration  an  hour  and  a  half;  while  the  time  observed  on  board  the  Deer- 
hound,  which  is  most  likely  to  be  accurate,  that  vessel  being  free  from  the  ex- 
citement and  confusion  necessarily  existing  on  board  the  Alabama,  limited  the 
action  to  an  hour,  the  last  shot  being  fired  at  12.10.  The  distance  between 
the  two  contending  vessels  when  the  Alabama  opened  ^rei  was  estimated  on 
board  the  Deerhound  at  about  a  mile,  while  the  Alabama's  officer  tells  me  that 
she  was  a  mile  and  a  half  away  from  the  Kearsarge  when  she  fired  the  first 
shot.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  the  Alabama  commenced  the  firing, 
and  as  it  is  known  that  her  guns  were  pointed  for  a  range  of  2,000  yards,  and 
that  the  second  shot  she  fired,  in  about  half  a  minute  after  the  first,  went  right 
into  the  Kearsarge,  that  may  be  taken  as  the  real  distance  between  the  two 
ships.  The  firing  became  general  from  both  vessels  at  the  distance  of  a  little 
under  a  mile,  and  was  well  sustained  on  both  sides,  Mr.  Lancaster's  impression 
being  that  at  no  time  during  the  action  were  they  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  each  other.  Seven  complete  circles  were  made  in  the  period  over  which 
&e  fight  lasted.  It  was  estimated  on  board  the  Deerhound  that  the  Alabama 
fired  in  all  about  150  rounds,  some  single  guns,  and  some  in  broadsides  of 
three  or  four,  and  the  Kearsarge  about  100»  the  majority  of  which  were  11 -inch 
shells.  The  Alabama's  were  principally  Blakeley's  pivot  guns.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  action  the  relative  firing  was  about  ttiree  from  the  Alabama  to  one 
irom  the  Kearsarge,  but  as  it  progressed  the  latter  gained  the  advantage,  having 
apparently  a  much  greater  power  of  steam.  She  appeared  to  have  an  advan- 
tage over  the  Alabama  of  about  three  knots  an  hour,  and  steam  was  seen  rush- 
ing out  of  her  blowpipe  all  through  the  action,  while  the  Alabama  seemed  to 
have  very  little  steam  on. 

At  length  the  Alabama's  rudder  was  disabled  by  one  of  her  opponent's 
heavy  shells,  and  they  hoisted  sails;  but  it  was  soon  reported  to  Captain 
Semmes  by  one  of  his  officers  that  his  ship  was  sinking.  With  great  bravery 
the  guns  were  kept  ported  till  the  muzzles  were  actually  under  water,  and  the 
last  shot  from  the  doomed  ship  was  fired  as  she  was  settling  down.  When  her 
stem  was  completely  under  water  Captain  Semmes  gave  orders  for  the  men  to 
save  themselves  as  best  they  could,  and  every  one  jumped  into  the  sea  and 
swam  to  the  boats  which  had  put  off  to  their  rescue.  Those  of  them  who  were 
wounded  were  ordered  by  Captain  Semmes  to  be  placed  in  the  Alabama's  boata 
and  taken  on  board  the  Kearsarge,  which  was  as  far  as  possible  obeyed. 

Captain  Semmes  and  those  above  mentioned  were  saved  in  the  Deerhound'e 
boats,  and  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  water  was  clear  of  every  one  that 
12  0  • 
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liad  life  left,  and  that  do  more  help  could  be  rendered,  the  yacht  steamed  away 
for  Gowes,  aod  thence  to  this  port. 

The  Kearsarge,  it  is  known,  has  for  some  time  past  been  in  hot  pursuit  of  the 
Alabama,  which  vessel  Captain  Winslow  was  determined  to  follow  everywhere 
till  he  overtook  his  enemy.  Very  recently  she  chased  and  came  up  with  one 
of  the  vessels  of  the  Chinese  expeditionary  force  returning  to  England,  and 
ran  alongside  with  her  gun  pointed  and  crew  at  quarters,  before  she  could  be 
convinced  of  her  mistake,  for  the  expeditionary  vessel  was  very  like  the  cele- 
brated confederate  cruiser.  The  Kearsarge  was  then  described  as  likely  to 
prove  a  formidable  overmatch  for  the  Alabama,  having  higher  steam  power  and 
rate  of  speed,  a  crew  "  nearly  double"  that  under  Captain  Semmes,  and,  un- 
like her  sister  ship  the  Tuscarora,  carrying  ten,  instead  of  eight,  rery  heavy 
11-inch  shell  guns — the  so-called  columbiads  of  the  American  navy.  The  Ala- 
bama, on  the  contrary,  is  stated  to  have  had  only  two  heavy  rifled  guns  and 
six  broadside  32-pounders.  The  confederate,  too,  after  her  long  cruise,  was 
sorely  in  n^d  of  a  reflt.  A  part  of  her  copper,  it  is  said,  was  off,  and  her 
bottom  was  covered  with  long  weeds*. 

The  crew  of  the  Alabama  comprised,  in  nil,  about  150  when  she  left  Cher- 
bourg. Of  these,  10  or  12  wore  killed  during  the  action,  and  a  number  were 
known  to  be  drowned,  the  difference  between  these  and  the  number  brought 
home  by  the  Deerhound  being,  it  is  hoped,  saved  by  the  boats  of  the  Kear- 
sarge, or  some  French  pilot-boats  which  were  in  the  vicinity.  The  French  war 
vei»«?el  Couronne  did  not  come  out  beyond  three  miles.  The  surgeon  of  the 
Alabama  was  an  Englishman,  and,  as  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  since  be 
went  below  to  dress  the  wounds  of  some  of  the  sufferers,  it  is  feared  that  he 
went  down  with  the  ship. 

The  wounded  men  on  board  the  Deerhound  were  carefully  attended  to  until 
her  arrival  here,  when  they  were  taken  to  the  Sailors*  Home,  in  the  Canute 
road.  Several  of  the  men  are  more  or  less  scarred,  but  they  are  all  out  about 
the  town  to-day,  and  the  only  noticeable  case  is  that  of  a  man  who  was 
wounded  in  the  groin,  and  that  but  slightly. 

Captain  Senomes,  and  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  J.  M.  Kill,  are  staying  at  Kel- 
way's  hotel,  in  Queen's  Terrace,  where  the  gallant  commander  is  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Ware,  a  medical  gentleman  of  this 'town,  his  right  hand  being 
slightly  splintered  by  a  shell. 

When  the  men  came  on  board  the  Deerhound  they  had  nothing  on  but  their 
drawers  and  shirts,  having  been  stripped  to  fight,  and  one  of  the  men,  with  a 
sailor's  devotedness,  insisted  on  seeing  his  captain,  who  was  then  lying  in  Mr. 
I«ancHr*ter'8  cabin  in  a  very  exhausted  state,  as  he  had  been  intrusted  by  Cap- 
tain Semmes  wiih  the  ship's  paper?,  and  to  no  one  else  would  he  give  them  up. 
The  men  were  all  very  anxious  about  their  captain,  and  were  rejoiced  to  find 
th.it  he  had  been  saved.  They  appeared  to  be  a  set  of  first-rate  fellows,  and  to 
act  well  together  in  pei-fect  union  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 

'ilie  captain  of  the  forecastle  on  board  the  Alabama,' a  Norwegian,  says  that» 
when  he  was  in  the  water,  he  was  hailed  by  a  boat  from  the  Kearsarge,  **  Come 
here,  old  man,  and  we'll  save  you;"  to  which  he  replied,  "Never  mind  me^  I 
can  keep  up  half  an  hour  yet ;  look  after  some  who  are  nearer  drowning  than 
1  am."  He  then  made  way  for  the  Deerhound,  thanking  God  that  ho  waa 
uuiU'r  Briti^h  colors. 

Throughout  the  action  the  Deerhound  kept  about  a  mile  to  windward  of  the 
combatants,  and  was  enabled  to  witness  the  whole  of  it.  The  Kearsarge  waa 
buinii  g  Newcastle  coals,  and  the  Alabama  Welsh  coals,  the  difference  in  the 
smoke  (I he  north  countiy  co;»l  yielding  so  much  more)  enabling  the  move- 
ments of  each  ship  to  be  distinctly  tract'd.  Mr.  Lancaster  is  clearly  of  opinion 
that  it  was  the  Kearsarge's  11-  nc  i  shells  which  gave  her  the  advantage,  and 
that,  after  what  he  has  witnessed  on  this  occasion,  wooden  ships  stand  no 
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chauce  whatever  against  Bhells.  Both  vessels  fired  well  into  each  other's  hull, 
and  the  yards  and  the  masts  were  not  much  damaged.  The  mainmast  of 
the  Alabama  had  been  struck  by  shot,  and  as  the  vessel  was  sinking  broke  off 
and  fell  into  the  sea,  throwing  some  men  who  were  in  the  maintop  into  the 
water.  Some  tremendous  gaps  were  visible  in  the  bulwarks  of  the  Kearsarge, 
and  it  was  believed  that  some  of  her  boats  were  disabled.  She  appeared  to  be 
temporarily  plated  with  iron  chains,  &c.  As  far  as  could  be  seen,  everything 
appeared  to  oe  well  planned  and  ready  on  board  the  Kearsarge  for  the  action. 
It  was  apparent  that  Captain  Semmes  intended  to  fight  at  a  long  range,  and 
the  fact  that  the  Kearsarge  did  not  reply  till  the  two  vessels  got  nearer  together 
showed  that  they  preferred  tha  short  range,  and  the  superior  steaming  power 
of  the  latter  enabled  this  to  be  accomplished.  It  is  remarkable  that  no  attempt 
was  made  by  the  Kearsarge  to  close  and  board  the  Alabama,  and  when  the 
Alabama  hoisted  sail  and  made  as  if  for  the  shore,  the  Kearsarge  moved  away 
in  another  direction,  as  though  her  rudder  or  screw  was  damaged  and  out  of 
control.  Great  pluck  was  shown  on  both  sides  during  the  action.  On  board 
the  Alabama  all  the  hammocks  were  let  loose,  and  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  sinking  her  rather  than  that  she  should  be  captured. 

As  far  as  it  is  known,  not  a  relic  of  the  Alabama  is  in  the  possession  of  her 
successful  rival.  When  she  was  sinking,  Captain  Semmes  dropped  his  own 
sword  into  the  sea  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  its  getting  into  their  hands,  and 
the  gunner  made  a  hole  in  one  of  the  Alabama's  boats  and  sank  her  for  the 
same  reason. 

Before  leaving  the  Deerhound,  Captain  Semmes  presented  to  Mr.  Lancaster'e 
son  one  of  his  officer's  swords  and  a  pistol  in  remembrance  of  the  occurrence 
and  the  kind  treatment  he  and  his  men  had  received  on  board  the  yacht.  The 
men  stated  that  the  best  practice  generally  on  board  the  Alabama  during  the 
action  was  shown  by  the  gunners  who  had  been  trained  on  board  the  Excellent 
in  Portsmouth  harbor. 

The  spectacle  presented  daring  the  combat  is  described,  by  those  who  wit- 
nessed it  from  the  Deerhound,  as  magnificent,  and  thus  the  extraordinary  career 
of  the  Alabama  has  come  to  a  grand  and  appropriate  termination. 

The  presence  of  the  Deerhound  on  the  scene  was  a  providential  circumstance, 
as,  in  air  probability,  the  men  saved  by  her  would  otherwise  have  been  drowned, 
and  a  lamentable  addition  would  thus  have  been  made  to  the  number  of  lives 
lost  on  the  occasion. 

Nothing  is  known  here  respecting  the  Kearsai^  or  her  subsequent  move- 
ments. She  was  in  command  of  Captain  John  Winslow,  and  had  about  the 
same  number  of  officers  and  crew  as  ttie  Alabama.  The  last  official  American 
navy  list  describes  her  as  1,031  tons  register,  and  carrying  eight  guns,  being 
two  guns  less  than  the  Tuscarora  mounts,  to  which  in  all  other  respects  the 
Kearsarge  is  a  sister  ship.  The  Tuscarora  will  be  remembered  as  the  federal 
ship-of-war  that  some  two  years  and  a  half  ago  lav  at  this  port  watching  the 
Nashville  Several  of  the  Alabama's  officers  now  here  were  attached  to  the 
Nashville  on  that  occasion. 

The  Alabama's  chronometers,  specie,  and  all  the  bills  of  ransomed  vessels  are 
saved,  having  been  handed  over  to  a  gentleman  at  Cherbourg  before  she  left 
that  port. 

Mr.  Mason,  the  confederate  agent,  Captain  Bullock,  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Trem- 
lett  arrived  by  the  4  o'clock  train  this  afternoon  &t>m  London,  and  proceeded  to 
Kelway's  hotel  to  meet  Captain  Semmes. 

Captain  Semmes  and  all  the  men  are  now  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  J. 
Wiblui  for  such  medical  attendance  as  may  be  required. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts] 

No.  725.]  Lbqation  of  thr  Unitbd  Statss, 

London,  June  23,  1864. 
•  •••••••• 

The  iBOBt  important  oTent  of  tbe  week  has  been  the  termination  of  the  con- 
ference without  reeult,  which  is  announced  in  all  the  newspapers  of  this  morning. 
The  time  expires  on  Sunday  next  It  now  remains  to  be  seen  what  effect  this 
event  will  have  on  the  internal  politics  of  this  kingdom.  Whether  the  ministry 
will  await  the  formal  dissolution  of  the  body  before  making*  their  explanations  in 
Parliament  is  not  yet  known.  The  division  of  opinion  which  has  thus  fkr  af- 
fected its  energy  must  now  be  either  healed  or  widened.  Some  positive  policy 
has  become*  unavoidable.  Whatever  may  be  proposed,  I  scarcely  see  how  it  can 
fiul  to  bring  about  a  considerable  change  in  existing  combinations. 

Inasmuch  as  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  this  country  are  not  un- 
likely to  be  more  or  less  seriously  affected  by  these  changes,  I  shall  do  my  beat 
to  keep  you  steadily  informed  of  every  movement  that  may  occur. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Lindsay  seems  to  have  dropped  from  the  list.    Events 
thus  far  have  failed  to  bring  to  it  even  a  plausible  shadow  of  support. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sft. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  726.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  23, 1864. 

Sir:  The  popular  excitement  attending  the  action  between  the  Alabama  and 
the  Kearsarge  has  been  considerable.  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times  of  this 
morning,  containing  a  report  made  to  Mr.  Mason  by  Uaptain  Semmes.  It  is 
evidently  intended  for  this  meridian. 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Deerhound  the  more  grave  do  the 
Questions  to  be  raised  with  this  government  appear  to  be.  I  do  not  feel  it  my 
duty  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  demanding,  without  instructions,  the  sur- 
render of  the  prisoners.  Neither  have  I  yet  obtained  directly  from  Captain  Wins 
low  any  authentic  evidence  of  the  facts  attending  the  conflict.  I  have  some  reaaon 
to  suspect  that  the  subject  has  already  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  au- 
thorities here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  Sfc„  Sfc. 


[From  the  London  Times  of  June  23, 1864.] 
THE  ALABAMA  AND  THE  KEARSARGE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Times. 

Sir  :  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  official  report  of  Captain  Semmes  of  his 
late  engagement  with  the  United  States  ship  Kearsarge,  whicn  you  may,  perhaps, 
thiiik  wcnrthya  place  in  your  columns. 
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I  ftvail  myself  of  the  occaBion  to  note  one  or  two  inaccnmcies  in  the  letter  ot 
Towc  correspondent,  dated  at  Southampton  on  Monday,  and  published  in  the 
Tiroes  of  Tuesday.  The  crew  of  the  Alabama  is  there  stated  at  150  men ;  she 
had,  in  fact,  bnt  120,  all  told. 

Again,  as  to  her  armament ;  that  of  the  Kearsarge  may  be  correctly  given  by 
your  correspondent.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was.  The  Alabama  had  one  7-incn 
Blakdy  rifled  gun,  one  8-inch  smooth-bore  pivot  gun,  and  six  32-pounder8, 
smooth-bore,  in  broadside. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  MASON. 

24  Uppbr  Sbymour  Strbbt,  June  22. 


"  Southampton,  June-^h  1864. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  in  accordance  with  my  intention* 
as  previously  announced  to  you,  I  steamed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg  be- 
tween 9  and  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  June  for  the  purpose  of 
engaging  the  enemy's  steamer  Kearsarge,  which  had  been  lying  oflF  and  on  the 
port  for  several  days  previously.  After  clearing ,  the  harbor  we  descried  the 
enemy,  with  his  head  off  shore,  at  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles.  We  were 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  in  coming  up  with  him.  I  had  previously  pivoted  my 
guns  to  starboard,  and  made  all  my  preparatiouJB  for  engaging  the  enemy  on  that 
side.  When  within  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  the  enemy  he  suddenly  wheeled, 
and  bringing  his  head  in-shore,  presented  his  starboard  battery  to  me.  By 
this  time  we  were  distant  about  one  mile  from  each  other,  when  I  opened  on  him 
with  solid  shot,  to  which  he  replied  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  engagement  became 
active  on  both  sides. 

"  The  enemy  now  pressed  his  ship  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  and  to  prevent 
our  passing  each  other  too  speedily,  and  to  keep  our  respective  broadsides 
bearing,  it  became  necessary  to  light  in  a  circle,  the  two  ships  steaming  around  a 
common  centre,  and  preserving  a  distance  from  each  other  of  from  a  quarter  to 
half  a  mile.  When  we  got  within  good  shell  range  we  opened  upon  him  with 
shell.  Some  10  or  15  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  the  action  our  spanker 
gaff  was  shot  away  and  our  ensign  came  down  by  the  run.  This  was  immediately 
replaced  by  another  at  the  mizenmast-head.  The  firing  now  became  very  hot, 
and  the  enemy's  shot  and  shell  soon  began  to  tell  upon  our  hull,  knocking  down» 
killing,  and  disabling  a  number  of  men  in  different  parts  of  the  ship. 

"  Perceiving  that  our  shell,  though  apparently  exploding  against  the  enemy's 
sides,  were  doine  him  but  little  damage,  I  returned  to  solid  shot  firing,  and  from 
this  time  onward  attended  [alternated?]  with  shot  and  shell. 

''  After  the  lapse  of  about  one  hour  and  ten  minutes  our  ship  was  ascertained  to 
be  in  a  sinking  condition,  the  enemy's  shell  having  exploded  in  our  side  and 
between  decks,  opening  large  apertures,  through  which  the  water  rushed  with 
great  rapidity. 

"For  some  few  minutes  1  had  hopes  of  being  able  to  reach*  the  French  coast, 
for  which  purpose  I  gave  the  ship  all  steam,  and  set  such  of  the  fore  and  aft  sails 
as  wwe  available.  The  ship  filled  so  rapidly,  however,  that  before  we  had  made 
much  progress  the  fires  were  extinguished  in  the  furnaces,  and  we  were  evidently 
on  the  pomt  of  sinking.  I  now  hauled  down  my  colors,  to  prevent  the  further 
destruction*  of  life,  and  despatched  a  boat  to  inform  the  enemy  of  our  condition. 

"  Although  we  were  now  but  400  yards  from  each  other,  the  enemy  fired 
upon  me  five  times  after  my  colours  had  been  struek.  It  is  chai-itable  to  suppose 
that  a  ship-of-war  of  a  Christian  nation  could  not  have  done  this  intentionally. 

"  We  now  turned  all  our  exertions  towards  saving  the  wounded  and  sucli  of 
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the  boys  of  the  ship  who  were  unable  to  swim.  These  were  despatched  in  mj 
qoarter-boatSy  the  only  boats  remaining  to  me,  the  waist-boats  having  been  torn 
to  pieces. 

«  Some  twenty  minutes  after  my  furnace  fires  had  been  extinguished,  and  the  bhin 
being  on  the  point  of  settling,  every  man,  in  obedience  to  a  previous  order  which 
had  been  given  the  crew,  jumped  overboard  and  endeavorea  to  save  himself. 

'*  There  was  no  appearance  of  any  boat  coming  to  me  from  the  enemy  after 
my  ship  went  down.  Fortunately,  however,  the  steam  yacht  Deerhound,  owned 
by  a  gentleman  of  Lancashire,  England,  Mr.  John  Lancaster,  who  was  himseli 
on  board,  steamed  up  in  the  midst  of  my  drowning  men  and  rescued  a  number 
of  both  officers  and  men  from  the  water.  I  was  fortunate  enough  myself  thus 
to  escape  to  the  shelter  of  the  neutral  flag,  together  with  about  forty  others^  all 
told. 

"About  this  time  the  Kearsarge  sent  one,  and  then,  tardily,  another  boat. 

"Accompanying  you  will  find  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  of  those 
who  were  picked  up  by  the  Deerhound ;  the  remainder,  there  is  reason  to  hope, 
were  picked  up  by  the  enemy  and  by  a  couple  of  French  pilot-boats,  which  were 
also  fortunately  near  the  scene  of  action. 

"At  the  end  of  the  engagement  it  was  discovered  by  those  of  our  officers  who 
went  alongside  the  enemy's  ship  with  the  wounded  tnat  her  midship  section  on 
both  sides  was  thoroughly  iron-coated ;  this  having  been  done  with  chain  con- 
structed for  the  purpose,  placed  perpendicularly  from  the  rail  to  the  water's 
edge,  the  whole  covered  over  by  a  thin  outer  planking,  which  gave  no  indica- 
tion of  the  armor  beneath. 

"This  planking  had  been  ripped  off  in  every  direction  by  our  shot  and  shell, 
the  chain  broken  and  indented  in  many  places,  and  forced  partly  into  the  ship's 
side.  She  was  most  effectually  guarded,  however,  in  this  section  from  penetra- 
tion. The  enemy  was  much  damaged  in  other  parts,  but  to  what  extent  it  is  now 
impossible  to  tell;  it  is  believed  he  was  badly  crippled. 

"  My  officers  and  men  behaved  steadily  and  gallantly,  and  though  they  have 
lost  their  ship,  they  have  not  lost  honor. 

"  Where  all  behaved  so  well  it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize,  but  I  can- 
not deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  saying  that  Mr.  Kell,  my  first  lieutenant,  de- 
serves great  credit  for  the  fine  condition  in  which  the  ship  went  into  action  with 
regard  to  her  battery,  magazine,  and  shell-rooms,  and  that  he  rendered  me  great 
assistance  by  his  coolaess  and  judgment  as  the  fight  proceeded. 

"  The  enemy  was  heavier  than  myself,  both  in  ship,  battery,  and  crew  ;  but 
I  did  not  know  until  the  action  was  over  that  she  was  also  iron-clad. 

"Our  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  30;  to  wit,  9  killed,  21  wounded. 

"  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"R.  SEMMES,  Captain:* 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  728.]  Lbgatio.n  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  After  a  long  interval  Lord  Russell  has  resumed  the  correspondence, 
copies  of  the  first  portion  of  which  I  transmitted  to  you  with  my  despatch  No. 
663,  of  the  21st  of  April  last. 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  the  two  last  notes  which  have  passed  on  the  same 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[EnelofiiireB.  ] 

1.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  ISth  June,  1864. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  20th  June,  1864. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoRBiQN  Office,  June  18,  1864. 

Sib  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  not  failed  to  consider  with  the  atten- 
tion they  deserved  the  observations  contained  in  your  note  of  the  16th  of  April, 
in  which  you  enclosed  copies  of  certain  papers  in  confirmation  of  your  position 
that  British  subjects  captured  in  blockade  runners  mav  properly  be  treated  by 
the  United  States  as  enemies,  but  I  feel  constrained  to  observe  that  in  the 
opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government  there  is  really  nothing  in  the  acts  of  the 
Congress  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  or  in  the  prospectus  of  the 
"  Atlantic  Trading  Company,  Limited,"  which  either  calls  for  or  tends  in  any 
degree  to  explain  or  justify  the  orders  issued  by  the  United  States  government 
on  this  subject. 

Her  Majesty's  government  must  continue  to  insist  that  it  is  not  competent  to 
the  United  States  government  to  treat  generally  as  enemies  the  subjects  of  her 
Majesty  captured  in  the  act  of  trading  with  the  other  belligerent,  whatever 
may  be  the  regulations  of  tlie  confederate  government  under  which  that  trade 
is  carrieH  on.  If  the  circumstances  of  any  peculiar  case  should  prove  that  any 
of  her  Majesty's  subjects  have  been  taken  while  actively  employed  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  belligerent  states,  no  just  cause  of  complaint  would  be  given 
if  such  subjects  were  treated  as  enemies.  But  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  are  ^ 
entitled  by  international  law  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  commerce  equally 
with  both  belligerents,  subject  to  the  penalty  of  the  capture  of  their  vessel  and 
to  no  other  penalty,  if  they  attempt  to  violate  a  properly  constituted  •  blockade 
or  to  carry  contraband  of  war  to  the  enemy.  This  is  a  proposition  which 
Oreat  Britain  in  common  with  all  neutral  states  is  bound  to  maintain  and 
uphold,  and  her  Majesty's  government  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  trade  between  the  Confederate  States  and  this 
countiy  is  now  carried  on  are  in  no  respecj;  so  exceptional  as  to  entitle  the 
United  States  government  to  depart  in  their  manner  of  dealing  with  it  from 
the  ordinary  course  of  procedure. 

Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington  will  therefore  be  instructed  to  continue 
to  protect  against  the  course  adopted  by  the  United  States  government  in  this 
matter,  and  to  press  for  the  revocation  of  the  orders  issued  by  the  United  States 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RussslL 

Leuation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  20,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  in 
reply  .to  that  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  16th  of  April  last,  on  the  posi- 
tion in  which  British  subjects  who  consent  to  navigate  vessels  destined  to  any 
port  occupied  by  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States  are  placed  by  the  regula- 
tions established  by  those  who  assunie  to  act  by  authority  among  them,  without 
assenting  to  which  they  cannot  be  received. 
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Tour  lordship  is  pleased  to  observe  tbat  whatever  may  be  the  natnre  of  those 
regulations,  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  captured  in  the  act  of  trading  should 
not  be  treated  as  enemies.  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  adhere  to  the  position 
heretofore  assumed,  that  regulations  which  require  as  a  preliminary  eonaition  to 
an  act  of  trade  that  the  vessels  to  the  extent  of  one-half  of  their  carrying 
capacity  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  so-called  government,  for 
eonveyiug  the  public  property  used  for  the  continued  prosecution  of  the  war  in 
which  it  is  engaged  to  and  fro,  necessarily  take  to  that  extent  the  character  of 
transports  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  and  must  be  considered  accord- 
ingly. All  British  subjects;  therefore,  who,  as  a  preliminaiy  to  trade,  volun- 
tarily enter  into  a  like  compact,  cannot  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  aa 
changing  their  neutral  xharacter  of  traders,  and  becoming  for  the  occasion  allies 
and  servants  to  the  insurgents  in  carrying  on  the  war.  As  such  they  appear  to 
forfeit  their  immunity  in  case  of  capture.  It  being  apparent  from  this  fixed 
opposition  of  sentiment  that  little  can  be  hoped  from  further  pressing  my  views 
upon  your  lordships  here,  I  shall  content^  myself  with  referring  your  latest  noto 
#s  well  as  the  subject  involved  to  my  government,  by  whom  I  doubt  not  it  will 
be  again  respectfully  considered  with  an  earnest  desire  to  decide  on  it  with  tho 
most  scrupulous  regard  to  every  inteniational  obligation. 

I  pray  your  lordhhip  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  wlidch  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bdssbll,  Sfc.,  ^.,  S^. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  729.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London,  June  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  connexion  with  your  despatch  No.  996,  of  the  28th  of  May,  I  now 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  18tu  instant* 
covering  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  this  port,  of 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Hawk,  and  of  his  lordship's  reply  dated  the  20th. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

SecrUary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Eadosnres.] 


1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  June  18,  1864. 

2.  Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  15,  1864. 

3.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  20,  1864. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

June  18,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  for  this 
port,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  H'wk. 
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The  obecnrations  made  hy  Mr.  Morse  appear  to  me  to  apply  with  equal  force 
to  the  Alexandra,  which  Mr.  Dadlej,  the  cousnl  at  Liverpool,  informs  me  to  be 
in  preparation  for  similar  purposes. 

I  am  instmcted  by  my  government  to  represent  to  your  lordship  that  the  fact 
that  the  parties  engaged  in  these  enterprises  succeed  in  disguising  their  opera- 
tions to  escape  detection  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  evade  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom designea  to  prevent  them  does  not  appear  in  any  way  to  diminish  the  very 
grave  nature  of  the  injury  committed  against  an  innocent,  friendly  nation. 

The  practical  consequence,  if  not  gua^ed  against,  is  not  unlikely  to  become 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  warfare  on  the  ocean,  carried  on  from  every 
maritime  country,  without  regard  to  international  obligations  and  without  reppon- 
flibility.  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  your  lordship  that  under  such  practices 
those  nations  which  have  the  most  extended  commerce  are  subject  to  the  severest 
injaries.  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  United  States  are  not  less  earnest  on 
this  subject  now  than  when  they  last  year  remonstrated  against  the  outfit  of  the 
veseels,  some  of  which  have  since  been  diverted  from  their  original  destination. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  h'ghest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eakl  Russbll,  l^e.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


Mr.  M9nt  to  Mr.  Admmi. 

(iNitBD  States  Oonsulatb, 

London,  June  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  During  an  interview  with  you  quite  ^rly  last  spring  I  called  vour  atten- 
tion to  the  steamer  Hawk,  then  just  launched  at  Renfrew,  on  the  Clyde.  About 
the  same  time  I  also  communicated  to  our  consuls  at  Glasgow  and  Liverpool  all 
the  information  that  had  reached  me  in  regard  to  her.  But  as  she  recently  came 
into  this  port,  and  will  soon,  in  some  capacity,  go  into  active  service  for  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States,  I  think  it  proper  that  I  should  again  ask  your  attention 
to  her,  and  .lay  before  you  such  reliable  facts  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
concerning  her,  notwithstanding  your  fecent  correspondence  with  the  British 
government  in  regard  to  her.  Owing  to  the  exti  eme  prudence  and  reticence  of 
those  who  direct  and  execute  rebel  operations  in  this  country,  and  the  skill  in 
evading  the  laws  which  three  years'  experience  has  taught  them,  I  have  found 
it  quite  impossible  to  procure  such  legal  evidence  as  is  here  required  for  her  de- 
tention and  condemnation.  But  all  the  facts  I  propose  to  state  I  am  confident 
are  substantiaily  correct  and  reliable. 

The  Hawk  is  a  new  and  strongly  built  iron  screw  steamer  of  about  800  tons 
burden,  and  was  built  by  Messrs.  Henderson,  Coleman  fc  Co.  at  Renfrew,  on  the 
Clyde.  She  was  examined  while  on  the  stocks  by  Captain  Bullock,  of  the  so- 
called  confederate  navy,  and  then  purchased  by  Thomas  Sterling  Begbie,  of  Lon- 
don, as  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  either  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
or  for  certain  citizens  thereof.  When  purchased  her  deck  was  laid  and  her  ac- 
commodations arranged  for  the  usual  number  of  officers  and  men  carried  by  steam- 
ers of  her  dass  in  merchant  service.  Immediately  after  she  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Begbie  her  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of  officers  and  men  were 
entirely  changed  and  made  to  conform  to  those  of  a  regular  man-of-war.  This 
enlarged  accommodation  for  commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  seamen,  and  others 
takes  up  so  much  space  in  the  vessel  as  to  largely  diminish  her  capacity  for 
cargo.  After  she  was  launched  side  passages  were  made  under  deck  on  each 
side  connecting  the  forward  with  Uie  after  part  of  the  ship.    These  passages 
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were  fonned  by  nmning  an  iron  floor  from  the  lower  forward  deck  throngli  the 
coal-bunken  and  engine-room  to  the  after  deck. 

The  entire  floor  of  these  passages  is  supported  by  strong  iron  braces,  and  there 
are  iron  bulkheads  run  ^m  its  inner  edge  up  to  the  deck,  thus  making  a  closed- 
in  passage  waj  on  each  side  of  the  8hip,fl^ut  four  feet  wide  and  say  about  seven 
feet  high,  running  fore  and  aft,  through  coal-bunkers,  engine  and  fire  rooms.  If 
the  Hawk  was  intended  for  a  mere  trading  vessel,  for  what  is  such  an  arrange- 
ment intended?  It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  so  much  space  would  be  given 
on  each  side  of  the  ship  merely  to  form  a  new  mode  of  communication  between 
the  fore  and  afler  part  of  the  vessel.  Is  it  not  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
these  side  passages  or  spaces  are  to  be  used  as  depositories  of  coal,  cotton,  and 
other  substances  for  the  protection  of  engines  and  boilers  against  cannon  shot; 
€md  if  so,  is  it  not  clearly  equipment  for  war  purpotes  ? 

Her  decks  were  first  laid  of  3i  inches  deck  plank,  the  usual  thickness  for  vee* 
sels  of  ihe  size  of  the  Hawk,  and  abundantly  thick  for  any  vessel  of  her  class,  if 
intended  for  any  branch  of  mercantile  trade.  After  she  was  sold  another  ^^ 
inches  covering  was  laid  over  the  first  deck,  making  her  deck  when  completed  7 
inches  thick.  As  this  second  covering  of  deck  plank  was  entirely  useless  for  any 
mercantile  purpose,  was  it  not  put  on  to  stiffen  the  upper  part  of  the  ship  and 
deaden  the  shock  she  might  receive  from  the  recoil  of  guns  when  discharged 
from  her  deck?  These  alterations  and  her  eouipment  and  fittings  were  done  by 
the  direction  of  Captain  Bullock,  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy.  This  Cap- 
tain Bullock  visited  her  several  times  while  in  the  process  of  completion,  and 
once,  in  company  with  Mr.  Henderson  the  builder,  Smith,  acting  purser,  and  Cap- 
tain Holmes,  the  acting  agent  of  Begbie  in  fitting  and  equipping  vessels  for  sea, 
made  a  thorough  examination  of  her  and  directed  various  alterations,  to  be  made, 
which  were  m^e  by  the  builders,  Mr.  Henderson  &  Co.  Bullock  was  undoubt- 
edly the  chief  superintendent  and  director  in  the  purchase  and  fitting  out  of  the 
Hawk,  Holmes  and  Smith  both  looking  to  him  for  instructions,  imd  yet  she 
stands  registered  in  Mr.  Begbie's  name,  being  put  forward  as  the  pretended  owner 
to  give  her  protection  until  she  can  be  placed  safely  in  confederate  hands.  The 
Hawk  left  Renfrew  for  London  April  16,  1864.  She  touched  at  Greenock  and 
took  in  a  few  men,  and  then  came  on  towards  London.  After  a  passage  of  three 
days,  during  which  she  made  about  10^  knots  per  hour,  she  arrived  near  the 
^  mouth  of  the  Thames,  where  she  remained  in  some  obscure  place  about  three 
weeks. 

Why  she  was  detained  there  so  long,  whether  to  complete  her  equipment  and 
fittings,  or  merely  detained  for  orders,  I  am  at  present  unable  to  inform  you. 

She  next  came  up  to  Gray's  Thurrock,  a  short  distance  this  side  of  Gravesend, 
and  from  thence  into  Victoria  docks,  London,  where  she  remained  at  anchor, 
unconnected  with  the  shore  except  by  row-boats,  until  June  13,  when  she  was 
taken  out  in  great  haste,  and  brought  to  an  anchor  off  Woolwich.  While  she  lay 
in  the  Thames  and  London  docks,  no  person  was  allowed  to  go  on  board  without 
permission  from  her  first  officer,  who  is  a  Lieutenant  Knox,  of  the  so-called  con- 
federate navy.  The  only  boatman  in  atteniiance  to  take  off  persons  who  wished 
to  go  ou  boaxd  appears  to  have  been  carefully  instructed  in  his  duty  and  to  have 
performed  it  satisfactorily  to  his  employers.  He  first  asked  the  name  of  the 
visitor,  where  he  belonged,  the  nature  of  his  business  with  the  steamer,  why  he 
wished  to  go  on  board,  &c.,  &c.  He  would  then  go  off  to  the  vessel  and  report 
the  case  to  Lieutenant  Knox  and  receive  his  instructions  whether  to  take  the  p^- 
Bon  on  board  or  not.  This  Lieutenant  Knox  was,  I  understand,  first  officer  in  the 
rebel  steamer  Eugenie  when  she  was  driven  on  shore,  and  captain  of  the  Robert 
E.  Lee  when  she  was  captured.  Both  of  these  steamers  belonged  to  the  insur- 
gents or  their  government.  Lieutenant  Knox  made  application  for  an  examination, 
and  I  think  was  examined  for  a  captaincy  in  the  British  mercantile  service,  so 
that  he  might  act  as  master  in  taking  out  from  English  ports  confederate  steamere. 
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But  fiuling,  if  he  appeared  for  examination,  to  obtain  a  commisBion  as  captain  in 
the  British  merchant  Bervioe,  he  has  gone  first  officer  of  the  Hawk,  with  the 
imderstanding,  it  is  said,  that  he  shall  command  her  when  she  leaves  Bermnda. 

He  took  on  board  in  this  port  some  bar  iron  and  a  quantity  of  deal  cases,  the 
eootents  of  which  we  were  unable  to  learn.  When  she  came  into  dock  here  she  had 
two  or  three  British  custom-house  officers  on  board.  She  had  probably  been 
under  the  observation  of  such  officers  since  leaving  the  Clyde. 

This  scrutiny  over  her  movements  was  no  doubt  one  of  the  consequences  of 
vour  correspondence  with  the  British  government  in  regard  to  her.  Ic  is  not  to 
oe  presumed  that  while  here,  under  the  observation  of  government  officers, 
they  would  suffer  anything  to  be  done  which  b  here  considered  in  violation  of 
the  foreign  enlistment  act  or  the  Queen's  proclamation.  Although  many  circum- 
stances connected  with  her  show  that  she  is  to  be  a  confederate  belligerent  ship/ 
yet  while  in  this  port  and  passing  through  the  formalities  necessary  to  be  observed 
on  going  to  sea,  those  who  controlled  her  were  careful  to  keep  within  the  letter  of 
the  law,  though  it  is  not  probable  that  they  succeeded  in  disguising  her  true  char- 
acter. She  has  an  English  register,  in  which  Thomas  Sterling  Begbie,  a  London 
merchant,  is  named  as  sole  owner.  Her  crew  was  shipped  at  the  Sailor's  Home  in 
this  city,  a  government  shipping  office.  They  shipped  for  the  run  out ;  received 
one  month's  advanced  wages,  with  a  promise  of  two  months'  wages  in  addition 
on  arriving  out.  She  cleared  under  the  protection  of  English  papers  and  the 
Edglish  flag,  and  is  bound,  it  is  given  out,  for  Bermuda,  an  English  island. 

i^rom  the  fact  that  she  was  purchased,  equipped,  and  fitted  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Captain  Bullock ;  that  after  the  purchase  she  was  changed  so  as  to 
accommodate  wardroom  officers  aft  and  warrant  officers  and  over  one  hundred 
men  forward  of  the  engines ;  that  she  was  greatly  stiffened  in  the  upper  deck 
to  enable  her  to  bear  the  recoil  of  guns  when  discharged ;  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  protecting  her  engines  and  boiler  against  shot;  that  the 
greatest  secrecy  and  caution  were  observed  in  regard  to  her  while  in  this  port ; 
and  that  a  lieutenant  m  the  rebel  navy  is  acting  as  her  first  officer,  and  from 
many  other  facts  and  circumstances  known  to  me,  I  am  satisfied  that  she  belongs 
to  the  so-called  confederate  government,  and  that  said  government  intends  to  use 
her  for  purposes  of  war,  or  for  committing  depredations  against  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States.  There  is  a  possibility  that  she  may  go  to  some  continental 
port  to  receive  her  armament  and  men,  or  take  them  in  at  sea.  But  should  she 
go  to  Bermuda  in  conformity  with  her  clearance  from  this  port,  permit  me  to 
^i>gge8t  the  propriety  of  requesting  the  Bi-itish  government  to  give  her  some 
attention  on  her  arrival  out 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul 

Hon.  Charlbs  F.  Adams,. 

United  States  Minister. 


Scarl  Ruudl  to  Mr.  Adam, 

Foreign  Office,  June  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  and  its  enclosure  respecting  the  Hawk,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to 
you  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  cause  further  inquhries  to  be  made  with 
respect  to  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
homble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adami, 

No.  1007.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Woihingtan,  June  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  despatcb  of  the  lOtb  of  June,  No.  7l2,  is  received,  together  wWi 
a  copy  of  your  protest  addressed  to  Earl  Russell,  against  the  validity  of  tire 
sale  of  the  pirate  ship  Georgia.    The  proceeding  is  approved,  and  notice  thereof 
bas  been  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Spc. 


Mr,  Setffard  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1008.]  Dbpartmbmt  op  State, 

Washington,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  10th  of  June,  No.  715,  has  been  received, 
together  with  copies  of  Earl  Bussell's  notes  addressed  to  you  of  the  7th  of 
May  and  the  Ist  of  June.  I  observe  that  orators  in  Parliament  complain  that 
the  legislature  and  people  of  Great  Britain  are  left  by  the  ministry  in  ignorance 
of  the  state  of  the  question  which  is  under  debate  m  the  European  conference 
now  sitting  in  London. 

If  the  British  people  form  an  opinion  concerning  enlistments  in  England  in 
violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  from  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  Great  Britain  that  is  injuring  the 
United  States,  but  the  United  States  that  are  invading  the  sovereignty  of 
Gi*eat  Britain  in  that  way.  They  will  of  course  be  undeceived  when  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  two  governments  shall  come  to  light.  I  give  you,  herewith, 
a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  that  ^subject,  and  of  the  President's 
answer  to  the  Senate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1009.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  10th  of  June,  No* 
711.     I  thank  you  for  the  clear  and  candid  expression  of  your  views  on  the 
subject  of  our  increasing  our  naval  force  in  European  waters. 

The  Niagara  will  appear  there  before  this  despatch  will  arrive.     Perhaps  all 
useful  purposes  may  De  effected  by  her  presence,  together  with  the  Kearsarge. 
If  occasion  shall  arise,  we  shall  re-enforce  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Oharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc,,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Siward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No,  1010.]  DbpabtmriNt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  27,  18G4. 
8iB :    Your  despatch  of  June.  11,  No.  716»  bae  been  received,  and   your 
proceedings  therein  mentioned,  in  relation  to  the  difficulty  between  Spain  and 
rem,  are  approved. 

Information  received  directly  from  London,  although  of  no  later  date  than 
the  3d  of  June,  seems  to  warrant  a  hope  that,  with  the  aid  of  generous  instruc- 
tions from  £arl  Russell,  the  difficulty  can  be  adjusted. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  FjtANCis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  ^.,  ^:. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1013  bis.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  28,  1864. 

8m :  Lieutenant  General  Grant  having,  as  it  is  believed,  safely  and  firmly 
established  himself  before  Petersburg,  and  having  made  all  prudent  attempts  to 
carry  the  town  by  assault,  his  operations  there  have  now  become  simply 
strategic.  He  has  already  destroyed  all  the  railroad  and  river  communications 
of  Petersburg  and  Richmond.^  It  is  not  true  that  General  Hunter  has  been 
defeated ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  satisfactorily  known  that  his  operations  have 
been  successful. 

We  have  news  from  Major  General  Sherman  that  he  met  a  repulse,  with  a 
loss  of  three  or  four  thousand  men,  in  a  general  assault  yesterday  upon  the 
enemy's  line  in  the  Keewan  mountains. 

Perhaps  I  could  in  no  better  way  relieve  you  of  any  apprehensions  concerning 
the  safety  of  our  two  great  armies  than  by  stating  the  fact  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  vicissitudes  of  battle,  not  only  are  our  supplies  and  material  regularly 
fimiishcd  to  both  armies  in  their  advanced  positions,  but  the  headquarters  of 
each  are  in  direct  and  immediate  telegraphic  communication  with  this  capital. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  731.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  As  I  learn  from  the  despatch  agent  that  a  bag  is  about  to  be  forwarded 
by  to-morrow's  steamer,  I  seize  the  opportunity  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note 
which  I  have  addressed  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  conduct  of  the  Deerhound  in 
the  late  action.  After  receiving  from  Captain  Winslow  a  copy  of  his  official 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  deemed  it  best  to  place  the  information 
at  once  in  the  hands  of  the  British  government,  so  that  it  might,  if  it  thought 
best,  respond,  in  anticipation  of  instructions,  in  a  conciliatory  tone.  A  copy  of 
the  actual  reply  of  his  lordship  is  subjoined. 
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I  regret  to  perceiye  that  it  is  evasive  in  cbaracter»  and  marked  b^  his  less 
agreeable  tone. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,   Waskingtan,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Earl  BumiL 

London,  June  25,  1864. 

Mv  Lord:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  yonr  consideration  a  copy  of  the 
official  report  of  Captain  Winslow,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge»  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  respecting  the  action  which  took  place  on  Sunday 
last  with  the  vessel  first  known  at  Liverpool  as  the  gunboat  No.  290,  and  since 
under  the  name  of  the  Alabama. 

It  would  appear  from  this  statement  that  a  grave  question  has  arisen  as  to  the 
fact  of  the  interference  of  a  British  vessel,  with  a  view  to  aid  in  effecting  Uie 
escape  of  a  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Alabama,  who  had  already 
surrendered  themselves  as  prisoners  of  war.  These  persons  have  been  brought 
to  this  kingdom,  and  are  believed  to  be  in  readiness  to  enter  again  into  the 
same  service,  on  the  first  opportunity.  Thus  the  system,  heretofore  so  frequently 
brought  to  your  lordship's  notice,  of  making  this  island  the  base  of  hostile  opera- 
tions against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  is  in  danger  of  being  carried 
on  under  a  still  more  aggravated  form. 

I  have  the  honor  likewise  to  transmit  a  list  of  the  names  and  official  character 
of  the  persons  who  were  picked  up  by  the  yacht  Deerhound  and  brought  to 
this  island.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  remarkable  propor- 
tion of  officers  and  of  American  insurgents  in  this  list  as  compared  with  the 
whole  number  of  persons  rescued  from  the  waves.  That  this  selection  was  made 
by  British  subjects  with  a  view  to  connive  at  the  escape  of  those  particular  in- 
dividuals from  captivity  I  can  scarcely  entertain  a  douot 

Inasmuch  as  the  questions  involved  in  this  proceeding  appear  to  me  of  a 
character  too  serious  to  justify  my  proceeding  further  without  specific  instruc- 
tions, I  shall  now  content  myself  with  bimpTy  submitting  these  papers  for  the 
information  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussbll,  4n^.,  4^.,  4^. 


Ooptam  Wiiulow  to  Mr.  WeUu. 

No.  211.J  United  States  Steamer  Kearsarob, 

Cherbourg,  France,  June  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  towards  the  close  of  the  action  between 
the  Alabama  and  this  vessel  ail  available  sail  was  made  on  the  former  for  the 
purpose  of  ag.  i  i  reaching  Oherbourg.  When  the  object  was  apparent,  the 
Kearsarge  was  steered  across  the  bow  of  the  Alabama  for  a  raking  fire,  but  be- 
fore reaching  this  point  the  Alabama  struck.  Uncertain  whether  Oaptain 
Semmes  was  not  making  some  ruse,  the  Kearsarge  was  stopped. 

It  was  seen  shortly  afterwards  that  the  Alabama  was  lowering  her  boats ; 
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aad  an  officer  came  alongside  in  one  of  them  to  saj  that  they  had  anrrendered 
and  wore  fast  sinking,  and  hegging  that  boats  would  be  despatched  immediately 
for  saving  of  life.  The  two  boats  not  disabled  were  at  once  lowered,  and,  as  it 
was  apparent  the  Alabama  was  settling,  this  officer  was  permitted  to  leave  in 
his  boat  to  afford  assistance. 

An  English  yacht,  the  Deerhound,  had  approached  the  Kearsarge  at  this 
time,  when  I  hailed  and  begged  the  commander  to  ran  down  to  the  Alabama,  as 
she  was  fast  sinking,  and  we  had  but  two  boats,  and  assist  in  picking  up  the 
men.  He  answered  affirmatively,  and  steamed  towards  the  Alabama;  but  the 
latter  sank  almost  immediately.  The  Deerhound,  however,  sent  her  boats,  and 
was  actively  engaged,  aided  by  several  others  which  had  come  from  the  shore. 

These  boats  were  busy  in  bringing  the  wounded  ai\d  others  to  the  Kearsarge,  . 
whom  we  were  trying  to  make  as  comfortable  as  possible,  when  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  the  Deerhound  was  moving  off.  I  could  not  believe  the  commander 
of  that  vessel  could  be  guilty  of  so  disgraceful  an  act  as  taking  our  prisoners 
off,  and,  therefore,  took  no  means  to  prevent  it,  but  continued  to  keep  our  boats 
at  work  rescuing  the  men  in  the  water. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  was  mistaken.  The  Deerhound  made  off  with  Gap- 
tun  Semmes  and  others,  and  also  the  very  officer  who  had  come  on  board  to 
surrender.  ^ 

I  learned  subsequently  that  the  Deerhound  was  a  consort  of  the  Alabama,  and 
that  she  received  on  board  all  the  va1«able  personal  effects  of  Captain  Semmes 
the  night  before  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WIN8L0W,  Captain. 

Hon.  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 


List  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Alabama  who  were  picked  up  by 
the  British  yacht  Deerhound  and  landed  at  Southampton  : 

Captain,  Semmes;  Lieutenants,  Kell  and  Sinclair;  Lieutenant,  Howell, 
(marines  ;)  Sailing-master,  Bullock ;  Midshipmen,  Maffit  and  Anderson ;  Mas- 
ter's assistants,  G.  T.  Fulham,  J.  Evans,  M.  Meulvier,  and  Schrader ;  Engineer, 
O'Brien;  Gunner,  Cuddy;  Captain's  clerk.  Smith;  Petty  officers,  J.  Broesman, 
W.  Crawford,  W.  Purdy,  J.  Dent,  B.  Johnson,  C.  Seymour,  C.  Sleeson,  J. 
Connor ;  Firemen,  0.  Duffy,  J.  Foxton,  W.  Levins,  M.  Macfarland,  J.  Mason ; 
Seamen,  T.  McMillan,  F.  Townehend,  R  Masters,  G.  Redman,  W.  Angel,  W. 
McClellan,  W.  Hearn,  L.  Depoys,  A.  Pfiffer,  F.  Leunan,  J.  Mahan,  P.  Whar- 
tun,  T.  Kehoe,  R.  Lougshaw. 


Barl  RutnU  to  Mr.  Adam, 

FoRBiON  Office,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  25th 
instant,  complaining  of  the  interference  of  a  British  vessel,  the  Deerhound,  with 
a  view  to  aid  in  effecting  the  escape  of  a  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
Alabama,  who  you  state  had  already  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war, 
and  calling  my  attention  to  the  remarkable  proportion  of  officers  and  American 
insurgents  as  compared  with  the  whole  number  of  persons  rescued  from  the 
waves.  Yon  state,  further,  that  you  can  scarcely  entertain  a  doubt  that  this  se- 
lection was  made  by  British  subjects  with  a  view  to  connive  at  the  escape  of 
these  partieular  individuals  from  captivity. 


192  DIPLOMATIC   COBBESPONDBNCE. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  yon,  in  reply,  that  it  appears  to  me  that  the  owner 
of  the  Deerhound,  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron,  performed  only  a  common  doty 
of  huoianity  in  saving  from  the  waves  the  captain  and  several  of  the  crew  of  the 
Alabama.  They  would  otherwise,  in  all  probability,  have  been  drowned*  and 
thus  would  never  have  been  in  the  situation  of  prisoners  of  war. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  any  part  of  the  duty  of  a  neutral  to  assist  in 
making  prisoners  of  war  for  one  of  the  i^elligerents. 

I  shall,  however,  transmit  to  the  owner  of  the  J>eerhound  a  copy  of  yovr 
letter  and  its  enclosures,  together  with  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  coasiderntion,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant* 

RUSSELL. 

CHARirBS  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^v.,  i^c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  733.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  June  30,  1864. 

Sir:  Despatches  from  the  department  numbering  from  982  to  991  inclusivoy 
and  an  enclosure  belonging  to  No.  978,  have  been  received  at  this  legation. 

The  public  interest  has  been  much  absorbed  by  the  Danish  question  the  past 
week.  From  the  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  conservative  meeting,  it  is 
made  plain,  however,  that  no  is^^ue  will  be  tendered  to  the  government  involving 
a  change  of  policy.  The  ministry  remains  very  feeble,  but  the  opposition,  the 
moment  it  is  brought  to  face  responsibility,  becomes  timid  and  wavering.  There 
is  much  reluctance  among  the  members  of  the  Commons  to  hazard  a  dissolution 
and  a  new  canvass.  The  general  impression  is  that  the  debate  which  is  to  com- 
mence on  Monday  of  next  week  will  be  a  sharp  and  rather  damaging  one  to  the 
government,  but  that  it  will  be  productive  of  no  result.  The  ministerial  party 
count  upon  being  sustained  by  a  majority  of  perhaps  five  to  ten.  Meanwhile 
the  Germans  are  proceeding  against  Denmark  with  vigor  and  success. 

The  intelligence  from  America  seems  to  damp  the  energies  of  the  rebel  pym- 
pathizers,  though  it  does  not  extinguitsh  their  hopes.  There  is  little  present 
prospect  of  a  demonstration  during  this  session.  After  the  struggle  of  next 
week,  should  it  end  as  anticipated,  it  is  likely  the  attendance  will  begin  to  fall 
oflF,  and  the  ministry  will  tide  over  to  another  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,,  4^.,  4r. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  734.}  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  30,  1864. 

Sib  :  Much  discossion  has  taken  place  in  the  public  journals  here  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  commander  of  the  yacht  Deerhouud  in  the  late  action  between  the 
Kearsarge  and  the  Alabama. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Daily  News  of  the  29th  instant,  containing  his  de- 
fence; likewise  a  copy  of  the  Telegraph  of  the  24th,  npon  the  proposal  to 
present  a  sword  to  Captain  Semmes.    As  appearing  in  that  press  this  article  ia 
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exceptional  and  rather  anrprising.  On  the  whole,  that  eebeine  has  not  fKnnd 
Dmch  favor  with  the  pnhlic.  A  few  sympatBizers  may  nevertheless  contribute, 
in  private,  money  enough  to  perpetrate  the  folly. 

Large  enlistments  of  men  are  meanwhile  going  on.  They  are  sent  to  the 
continent  to  the  Rappahannock,  and  perhaps  other  vessels  preparing  elsewhere. 
The  mortification  at  the  loss  of  the  Alabama  seeks  an  outlet  in  threats  of  what 
is  to  be  done  by  some  substitute  hereafter.  The  feeling  that  the  crew  was 
English,  and  the  gunners  had  been  trained  in  the  service,  forms  a  cord  of  affilia- 
tion which  may  lead  to  important  consequences  hereafter. 

As  yet  we  hear  nothing  of  the  Niagara.  I  have  received  news  from  the  con- 
sul at  Gape  Town  that  the  Sacramento  is  on  her  way  here.  It  may  not  be  a 
bad  thing  to  have  some  such  vessels  at  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  iitaU,    Washington  D.  O. 


[From  the  London  Daily  News  of  June  29,  1864.] 
THE  DEERHOUND,  THE  ALABAMA,  AND  THE  KEARSARGE. 

Ta  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  News  : 

Sir:  As  two  correspondents  of  your  journal,  in  giving  their  versions  of  the 
fight  between  the  Alabama  and  the  Kearsarge,  have  designated  my  share  in  the 
escape  of  Ci^tain  Semmes  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  sunken  ship  as 
''dishonorable,"  and  have  moreover  affirmed  that  my  yacht,  the  Deerhound,  was 
in  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg  before  the  engagement,  and  proceeded  thence  on 
the  morning  of  the  engagement  in  order  to  assist  the  Alabama,  I  presume  I  may 
trespass  upon  your  kindness  so  far  as  to  ask  for  an  opportunity  to  repudiate  the 
imputation  and  deny  the  assertion.  They  admit  that  when  the  Alabama  went 
down,  the  yacht,  being  near  the  Kearsarge,  was  hailed  by  Captain  Winslow 
and  requested  to  aid  in  picking  up  the  men  who  were  in  the  water ;  but  they  in- 
timate that  my  services  were  expected  to  be  merely  ministerial ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  I  was  to  put  myself  under  the  command  of  Captain  Winslow,  and  place  my 
yacht  at  his  disposal  for  the  capture  of  the  poor  fellows  who  were  struggling  in 
the  water  for  their  lives.  The  fact  is,  that  when  we  passed  the  Kearsarge  the 
captain  cried  out,  "  For  God's  sake  do  what  you  can  to  save  them,"  and  that 
was  my  warrant  for  interfering  in  any  way  for  the  aid  and  succor  of  his  ene- 
mies. It  may  be  a  question  with  some  whether,  without  that  warrant,  I  should 
have  been  justified  in  endeavoring  to  rescue  any  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama; 
but  my  own  opinion  is  that  a  man  drowning  in  die  open  sea  cannot  be  regarded 
as  an  enemy  at  the  time  to  anybody,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  assistance 
of  any  passer-by.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  had  the  earnest  request  of  Captain 
Winslow  to  rescue  as  many  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  water  as  I  could  lay 
hold  of,  but  that  request  was  not  coupled  with  any  stipulation  to  the  effect  that 
I  should  deliver  up  the  rescued  men  to  him  as  his  prisoners.  If  it  had  been  I 
should  have  declined  the  task,  because  I  should  have  deemed  it  dishonorable — 
that  is,  inconsistent  with  my  notions  of  honor — to  lend  my  yacht  and  crew  for 
the  purj^se  of  rescuing  those  brave  men  from  drowning  only  to  hand  them 
over  to  their  enemies  for  imprisonment,  ill-treatment,  and  perhaps  execution. 
One  of  your  correspondents  opens  his  letter  by  expressing  a  desire  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  yacht  clubs  of  England  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the 
Deerhound  which  followed  the  engagement  of  the  Alabama  and  Kearsarge. 
Now  that  my  conduct  has  been  impugned,  I  am  equally  wishful  that  it  should 
eome  under  the  notice  of  the  yacht  clubs  of  England,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to 
13  c  • 


194  DIPLOMATIC   C0EEE8P0NDENCE. 

leay^  the  point  of  "  honor "  to  be  decided  by  my  brother  yachtsmen,  and,  in* 
deed,  by  any  tribunal  of  gentlemcfti.  As  to  my  legal  right  to  take  away  Cap- 
tain Seromes  and  his  friends,  I  have  been  educated  in  the  belief  that  an  £nglish 
ship  is  English  territory,  and  I  am,  therefore,  unable  even  now  to  discover  why 
I  was  more  bound  to  surrender  the  people  of  the  Alabama  whom  I  had  on  board 
my  yacht,  than  the  owner  of  a  garden  on  the  south  coast  of  England  would 
have  been  if  they  had  swum  to  such  a  place  and  landed  there,  or  than  the  mayor 
of  Southampton  was  when  they  were  lodging  in  that  city ;  or  than  the  British 
government  is  now  that  it  is  known  that  they  are  somewhere  in  England. 

Your  other  correspondent  says  that  Captain  Winslow  declares  that  "  the  rea- 
son he  did  not  pursue  the  Deerhound  or  fire  into  her  was  that  he  could  not  be- 
lieve  at  the  time  that  any  one  carrying  the  flag  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron 
could  act  so  dishonorable  a  part  as  to  carry  off  the  prisoners  whom  he  had  re- 
quested him  to  save  from  feelings  of  humanity."  I  was  not  aware  then,  and  I 
am  not  aware  now,  that  the  men  whom  I  saved  were  or  ever  had  been  his  pris- 
oners. Whether  any  of  the  circumstances  which  had  preceded  the  sinking  of 
the  Alabama  constituted  them  prisoners  was  a  question  that  never  came  under 
my  consideration,  and  one  whicn  I  am  not  disposed  to  discuss  even  now.  I  can 
only  say  that  it  is  new  doctrine  to  me,  that  when  one  ship  sinks  another  in  war- 
fare, the  crew  of  the  sunken  ship  are  debarred  from  swimming  for  their  lives  and 
seeking  refuge  wherever  they  can  find  it,  and  it  is  a  doctrine  which  I  shall  not 
accept  unless  backed  by  better  authority  than  that  of  the  master  of  the  Kear- 
sarge.  What  Captain  Winblow's  notion  of  humanity  may  be  is  a  point  beyond 
my  knowledge,  but  1  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  not  many  members  of 
the  royal  yacht  squadron  would,  from  "  motives  of  humanity,''  have  taken 
Captain  Semmes  from  the  water  in  order  to  give  him  up  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  Captain  Winslow  and  his  compatriots.  Another  reason  than  that  assigned 
by  your  correspondent  for  that  hero's  forbearance  may  be  imagined  in  the  re- 
flection that  such  a  pei*formance  as  that  of  Captain  Wilkes,  who  dragged  two 
**  enemies"  or  "  rebels*'  from  an  English  ship,  would  not  bear  repetition.  Your 
anonymous  correspondent  further  says  that  "  Captain  Winslow  would  now  have 
all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Alabama  as  prisoners  had  he  not  placed  too  much 
confidence  in  the  honor  of  an  Englishman,  who  carried  the  flag  of  the  royal 
yacht  squadron."  This  is  a  very  questionable  assertion ;  for  why  did  Captain 
Winslow  confide  in  that  Englishman  ?  Why  did  he  implore  his  interference, 
calling  out,  "  For  God's  sake  do  what  you  can  to  save  them  ? "  I  presume  it 
wns  because  he  could  not  or  would  not  save  them  himself.  The  fact  is  that  if 
the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  had  depended  for  safety  altogether  upon 
Captain  Winslow,  not  one  half  of  them  would  have  been  saved.  He  got  quite 
as  many  of  them  as  he  could  lay  hold  of  time  enough  to  deliver  them  from 
drowning. 

I  come  now  to  the  more  definite  charges '  advanced  by  your  correspondents, 
and  these  I  will  soon  dispose  of.  They  maintain  that  my  yacht  was  in  the 
harbor  of  Cherbourg  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Alabama,  and  that  her 
movements  before  the  action  prove  that  she  attended  her  for  the  same  object. 
My  impression  is  that  the  yacht  was  in  Cherbourg  to  suit  my  convenience  and 
pleasure,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  when  there  I  neither  did,  nor  intended  to  do, 
anything  to  serve  the  Alabama.  We  steamed  out  on  Sunday  morning  to  see 
the  engagement,  and  the  resolution  to  do  so  was  the  result  of  a  family  council* 
whereat  the  question  "to  go  out"  or  "not  to  go  out"  was  duly  discussed,  and 
the  decision  in  the  aflSrmative  was  carried  by  the  juveniles  rather  against  the 
wish  of  both  myself  and  my  wife.  Had  I  contemplated  taking  any  part  in  the 
movements  of  the  Alabama,  I  do  not  think  I  should  have  been  accompanied 
with  my  wife  and  several  young  children.  One  of  your  correspondents,  how- 
ever, says  that  he  knows  that  the  Deerhound  did  assist  the  Alabama,  and  if  he 
does  know  this  he  knows  more  than  I  do.    As  to  the  movements  of  the  Deer- 
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hoirad  before  tbe  action,  all  the  movements  with  which  I  was  acquainted  were 
for  the  objects  of  enjoying  the  snramer  morning,  and  getting  a  good  and  safe 

Slace  from  which  to  watch  the  engagement.  Another  of  your  correspondents 
eclares  that  since  the  afiair  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  Deerhound  was  a 
consort  of  the  Alabama,  and  on  the  night  before  had  received  many  valuable  ar- 
ticles for  safe-keeping  fr^m  that  vessel.  This  is  simply  untrue,  Before  the  en- 
gagement neither  I  nor  any  of  my  family  had  any  Knowledge  of  or  communi- 
cation with  either  Captain  Semmes,  or  any  of  his  officers,  or  any  of  his  crew. 
Since  the  fight  I  have  inquired  from  my  captain  whether  he  or  any  of  my  crew 
had  had  any  communication  with  the  captain  or  crew  of  the  Alabama  prior  to  meet- 
ing them  on  the  Deerhound  after  the  engagement,  and  his  answer,  given  in  the 
most  emphatic  manner,  has  been,  "  None,  whatever."  As  to  the  deposit  of 
chronometers  and  other  valuable  aeticles,  the  whole  story  is  a  myth.  Nothing 
was  brought  from  the  Alabama  to  the  Deerhound,  and  I  never  heard  of  the  tale 
until  I  saw  it  in  an  extract  from  your  own  columns.  After  the  fight  was  over, 
the  drowning  men  picked  up,  and  the  Deerhound  steaming  away  to  Southamp- 
ton, some  of  the  officers  who  had  been  saved  began  to  express  their  acknowl- 
edgments for  my  services,  and  my  reply  to  them,  which  was  addressed  also  to 
fill  who  stood  around,  was :  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  no  need  to  give  me  any 
special  thanks.  I  should  have  done  exactly  the  same  for  the  other  people  if 
they  had  needed  it."  This  speech  would  have  been  a  needless,  and  indeed  an 
absurd  piece  of  hypocrisy,  if  there  had  been  any  league  or  alliance  between 
the  Alabama  and  Deerhound. 

Both  your  correspondents  agree  in  maintaining  that  Oaptain  Seromes  and 
8uch  of  his  crew  as  were  taken  away  by  the  Deerhound  are  bound  in  honor  to 
consider  themselves  still  as  prisoners,  and  to  render  themselves  to  their  lawful 
captors  as  soon  as  practicable.  This  is  a  point  which  I  have  nothing  to  do  with, 
and  therefore  I  shall  not  discuss  it.  My  object  in  this  letter  is  merely  to  vin- 
dicate my  conduct  from  misrepresentation  ;  and  I  trust  that  in  aiming  at  this  I 
have  not  transgressed  any  of  your  rules  of  correspondence,  and  shall  therefore 
be  entitled  to  a  place  in  your  columns. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  LANCASTER. 
HiNDLEY  Hall,  Wigan,  June  27. 


The  following  correspondence  between  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Lancaster,  the 
owner  of  the  Deerhound,  has  been  forwarded  to  us  for  publication  : 

"24  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square, 

London^  June  21,  1864. 

"Dear  Sir  :  I  received  from  Captain  Semmes  at  Southampton,  where  I  had 
the  pleasure  to  see  you  yesterday,  a  full  report  of  the  efficient  service  rendered 
under  your  orders  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  your  yacht,  the  Deerhound,  in 
rescuing  him,  with  thirteen  of  his  officers  and  twenty-seven  of  his  crew,  from 
their  impending  fate,  after  the  loss  of  his  ship. 

*'  Captain  Semmes  reports  that,  finding  the  Alabama  actually  sinking,  he  had 
barely  time  to  despatch  his  wounded  in  his  own  boats  to  the  enemy's  ship,  when 
the  Alabama  went  down,  and  that  nothing  was  left  to  those  who  remained  on 
hoard  but  to  throw  themselves  into  the  sea.  Their  own  boats  absent,  there 
seemed  no  prospect  of  relief,  when  your  yacht  arrived  in  their  midst,  and  your 
hoats  were  launched  ;  and  he  impressively  ^fbld  me  that  to  this  timely  and  gen- 
erous succor  he,  with  most  of  his  officers  and  a  portion  of  his  crew,  were  in- 
debted for  their  safety.  He  further  told  me  that  on  their  arrival  on  board  the 
yacht  every  care  and  kindness  were  extended  to  them  which  theur  exhausted 
condition  required,  even  to  supplying  all  with  dry  clothing. 
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"  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  noble  and  disintereBted  apirit  which  nroinpted  you 
to  go  to  the  rescue  oi  the  gallant  crew  of  the  Alabama,  and  that  i  can  add 
nothing  to  the  recompense  already  received  by  you  and  those  acting  under  you 
in  the  consciousness  of  having  done  as  you  would  be  done  by ;  yet  you  wiU 

?ermit  me  to  thank  you,  and,  through  you,  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew  of  the 
)eerhound,  for  this  signal  service,  and  to  say  that,  in  doing  so,  I  but  antici- 
pate the  grateful  sentiment  of  my  country  and  of  the  government  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  most  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

"J.  M.  MASON. 
"  John  Lancaster,  Esq.,  Hindley  Hall,  WiganJ* 

"HiNDLEY  Hall,  near  Wigan, 

June  24,  1864. 
"  Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  due  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  21st  instant, 
and  am  gratified  to  find  that  the  timely  aid  we  rendered  with  the  yacht  Deer- 
hound  to  the  gallant  captain  ond  officers  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  has  met  with 
your  approval.  I  shall  always  look  back  to  that  event  with  satisfaction,  how- 
ever much  we  may  regret  the  result  which  necessitated  my  interference. 
"  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

"JOHN  LANCASTER. 
"  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason." 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Daily  News : 

Sir  :  The  royal  yacht  squadron,  to  which  Mr.  Lancaster,  it  appears,  be- 
longs, are  bound,  as  a  court  of  honor,  to  examine  the  accusation  of  the  captain 
of  the  Kearsarge,  "  that  the  yacht  was  bound  to  surrender  the  men  saved  Irom 
the  sea  as  prisoners  to  the  United  States  ship." 

The  royal  yacht  squadron  has  the  privileges  (signified  by  the  right  of  fly- 
ing a  special  burgee  and  the  white  ensign)  of  a  British  man-of-war  in  British 
forts.  The  same  were  conceded  in  French  ports  (as  I  recollect)  by  King  Louis 
^hilippe.  The  8hip8>  when  the  Alabama  was  sinking,  were  either  at  sea  or  in 
French  waters.  The  Alabama  had  sent  a  boat  to  say  she  had  struck,  but  no 
boat  had  come  in  return  to  take  possession.  The  naval  history  gives  similar 
facts  in  the  days  of  Nelson  and  Colling  wood.  With  this  state  of  things  it 
seems  the  yacht  was  a  part  of  England,  and  could  with  honor  give  refuge  to 
drowning  men.  As  the  prize  was  not  taken  possession  of,  she  could  not  have 
been  adjudicated  upon  by  any  court,  for  the  res  ipsa  or  corpus  was  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  court  or  captor  whence  it  could  come  to  the  court.  The  Queen 
in  council  has  given  the  rights  of  belligerents  to  the  south.  It  seems,  then, 
clear,  that  as  belligerents  the  crew  could  swim,  or  by  boats  reach  the  yacht,  as 
they  could  have  swum  to  the  English  or  French  shore.  Mr.  Lancaster  need 
not,  if  this  reasoning  is  correct,  appeal  to  humanity,  but  law,  to  justify  himself. 
On  the  contrary,  had  a  boat's  crew  been  sent  on  board  to  take  possession  of  the 

Srize,  and  the  Alabama  ship's  company  then  have  jumped  overboard  (as  they 
id  by  order)  and  swum  on  board  the  yacht,  the  individuals  on  the  Alabama's 
muster-roll  could  have  been  claimed. 

Lawyers  would  call  this  an  inchoate  possession  ;  but  Nelson  and  men  of  his 
profession  would  never  have  accepted  a  captain's  sword  in  such  a  case,  or  any 
other,  where  a  possession  was  not  effected  by  superior  force.  Whether  Captain 
Senunes,  having  sent  his  boat  to  announce  the  striking,  was  bound  to  stay  on 
board  and  sink  with  his  ship,  is  a  question  the  yacht  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  more  than  the  deciding  if  Captain  Semmes  was  a  belligerent  or  a  pirate.    The 


MPLOMATIC    C0BBE8PONDEN0B.  197 

Britieb  goyernment  maj  have  the  United  States  minlBter  claim  him  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  if  it  pleases,  just  as  well  as  the  owner  of  the  yacht.  The  simple  fact  is, 
the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  dared  not  take  possession  of  the  Alabama,  knowing 
she  was  sinking,  and  therefore  never  had  a  right  to  her,  or  anj  man  or  thing  on 
board  of  her. 

I  am,  &e., 

NE  QUID  NIMIS. 

P.  S. — Humanity  may  well  rejoice  that,  instead  of  moving  with  a."  full  head  of 
steam*'  and  half  to  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  distance,  the  ships  were  not  brough. 
within  one  hundred  yards,  as  they  would  have  been  at  the  Nile  or  Trafal^iv 
A  concentrated  fire  (easily  effected)  would  have  sunk  them  both. 


[From  the  London  Daily  Telegraph  of  Jane  24,  1664.] 

CAPTAIN  SEMME8. 

Junior  United  Sebvicb  Club,  8.  W., 

Jume  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  It  will  doubtless  gratify  the  admirers  of  the  gallantry  displayed  by  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  renowned  Alabama  in  the  late  action  off  Cherbourg,  if 
vou  will  allow  me  to  inform  them,  through  your  influential  journal,  that  it  has 
been  determined  to  present  Captain  Semmes  with  a  handsome  sword,  to  replace 
that  which  he  buried  with  his  sinking  ship.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  participate 
in  this  testimony  to  unflmching  patriotism  and  naval  daring  will  be  good  enough 
to  communicate  with  the  chaiiman,  Admiral  Anson,  United  Service  Club,  Pall- 
mall,  or,  sir,  yours,  &c., 

BEDFORD  PIM, 
Commander  B.  N,t  Hon,  Secretary. 

N.  B. — In  order  to  give  a  larger  number  of  friends  the  opportunity  of  contrib- 
nting,  the  subscription  is  limited  to  a  guinea. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  735.]  LfiOiiTioN  OF  the  United  States, 

London,  June  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  despatch.  No.  983, 
of  the  9th  instant,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell,  thanking  the  government 
for  services  rendered  by  her  Majesty's  ship  Perseus  to  the  American  bark 
Maryland,  in  Japan.     I  send  a  copy  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  EaH  Russeil. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  28,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Information  has  been  received  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  that  on  the  10th  of  February  last  the  American  bark  Maryland,  in  a 
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severe  storm  then  raging  at  the  port  of  Kanawaga,  in  Japan,  fell  into  imminent 
danger  of  striking  one  of  the  stone  jetties,  which  most  have  ended  in  her  com* 
plete  destruction.  At  this  crisis  the  prompt  and  efficient  labors  of  Augnstns 
Yi,  Kingston,  the  commander  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop-of-war  PerseoSt 
his  officers  and  crew,  had  the  effect  to  rescne  that  vessel  and  all  contained  in 
it  from  the  impending  peril. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  become  the  medium  through  which  to  express 
to  her  Majesty's  government  the  thanks  of  the  President  for  the  timely  and 
effective  succor  thus  rendered  to  a  distressed  American  vessel,  in  a  remote  por- 
tion of  the  globe,  by  these  gallant  men. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
whicn  1  have  the  honor,  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Sfc,,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1015.]  Department  of  State, 

WaskingtoHt  July  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  16th  of  June,  No.  718,  has  been  received.  I 
thank  you  for  your  comments  on  the  debate  which  occurred  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  9th  day  of  June  last,  in  regard  to  alleged  American  violations 
of  the  enlistment  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Although  I  was  quite  unprepared  for 
Earl  RusselPs  attitude  in  that  debate,  I  at  once  took  the  same  view  of  it  which 
I  now  learn  was  accepted  by  yourself. 

The  debate  excited  much  attention  in  this  country.  The  Senate  called  for 
information  on  the  subject.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  inquiry,  and 
of  the  President's  reply. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8pc.,  Sfc.^  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1017.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  16th  of  June,  No.  720,  together 
with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  ihe  16th 
ultimo,  which  contains  a  letter  of  the  captain  of  the  pirate  Alabama  to  that 
journal,  and  the  comments  of  the  Times  thereupon. 

If  the  government  and  people  of  Great  Britain  are  disposed  to  be  content 
with  the  relations  wlllch  Semmes  has  thus  established  between  himself  and  the 
British  nation,  we  may  well  leave  them  to  the  enjoyment  thereof. 

Time  is  wearing  on,  and  it  cannot  fail  to  offer  to  Great  Britain  a  trial  of  the 
mistaken  policy  she  pursues  towards  the  United  States.  In  the  meantime,  it  is 
already  manifest  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  are  paying  more  for  gold,  for 
cotton,  and  for  bread,  than  they  would  cost  if  her  Majesty's  government  had 
continued  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States.  The  presence  of  the 
Alabama  in  the  German  ocean,  however  it  may  annoy  us,  cannot  prevent  the 
augmentation  of  our  wealth,  and  the  increase  of  our  population,  which  result 
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fieom  hnmigration.     The  reaeon  is  obTions :  Great  Britain,  to  a  certain  extent, 
interpoees  an  embargo  against  American  commerce.     This  embargo  favors  oar 
manofactares,  and  increases  our  strength  and  our  internal  revenue. 
I  am,  sur,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  lOlS.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  16th  of  June,  No.  721,  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanied  bj  a  complaint  from  Earl  Russell,  that  certain  United  States  ves- 
sels had  violated  the  neutrality  regulations  of  the  British  government,  in  the 
Bahama  islands.  I  shall  at  once  request  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  investi- 
gate these  complaints.  In  the  mean  time  you  can  hardly  omit  to  inform  Earl 
Russell  that  the  whole  of  the  British  West  India  islands  are  practically  used  by 
our  insurgent  enemies  as  a  base  for  hostile  operations  against  the  United  Statet}, 
and  the  profits  derived  by  British  subjects  from  theae  enterprises  are  avowed  in 
every  part  of  the  British  empire  with  as  much  freedom  and  as  Inuch  satisfaction 
as  if  tne  operations  were  in  conformity  with  international  law  and  with  treaties. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^r.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1019.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  despatch  of  the  17th  of  June,  No- 
722,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  the  postponement  of  the  European  conference, 
of  the  demonstration  of  Mr.  Lindsay  against  this  country,  and  of  the  renewed 
expectation  of  her  Majesty's  government  that  they  will  be  allowed  to  continue 
in  office  throughout  the  legal  term  of  the  present  Parliament.  It  is  not  easy  to 
imagine  how  any  change  which  could  be  made  now  would  improve  the  position 
of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  either  her  domestic  affi&irs  or  her  foreign  relations. 

If  Great  Britain  could  now  commit  herself  to  a  government  that  would  be 
just  to  the  United  States,  and  true  to  the  cause  of  human  nature,  it  seems  to 
me  that  most  of  her  political  embarrassments  would  disappear,  and  she  would 
be  able  to  exercise  a  controlling  and  beneficent  influence  in  Europe.  But  she  is 
manifestly  prepared  for  no  such  ministry  as  that. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.y  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1020.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  17th  ultimo 
No.  723,  enclosing  two  printed  copies  of  instructions  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
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ment  to  governors  of  colonies,  reepectiDg  the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  by 
federal  or  bj  the  so-called  confederate  cruisers  if  brought  into  British  waters, 
with  the  printed  copy  of  a  return  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  American  ves- 
sels sold  to  British  subjects  in  the  year  1863,  for  which  I  give  you  my  thanks. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Ghablbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.t  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adam*, 

[Extract.] 

No.  1021.]  Department  of  State, 

WasMru^ton,  July  4, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  honorable  Salmon  P.  Chase,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  resigned  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  was  tendered  to  his  Excellency  David 
Tod,  late  governor  of  Ohio,  but  declined  by  him  for  want  of  adequate  health. 
The  President  thereupon  nominated  the  honorable  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  at 
present  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Senate  immediately  and  unanimously  confirmed  the  appointment. 
Mr.  Fessenden  i^  expected  to  assume  his  place  in  the  Cabinet  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress. 

After  a  session  of  seven  months  Congress  will  adjourn  at  noon  to-day.  It 
has  in  the  main  responded  to  the  calls  of  the  President  for  men  and  money  to 
continue  operations  indispensable  to  suppress  the  insurrection.  Theoretically 
larger  revenues  ought  to  have  been  levied  than  those  which  Congress  has  im- 
posed ;  but,  practically,  those  revenues  are  expected  to  satisfy  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  public  credit  can  be  permanently  established.  The  debates 
have  been  as  loyal  and  harmonious  as  could  reasonably  have  been  expected  in 
the  legislative  assembly  of  a  confederate  republic,  in  a  great  civil  war.  Cos- 
gress  has  not  confined  itself  to  military  measures.  It  has  provided  for  carrying 
on  the  work  upon  the  Capitol  and  other  public  buildings,  for  establishing  steam 
mail  communications  with  Brazil,  for  encouraging  immigration,  for  prosecuting 
the  construction  of  the  interoceanic  continental  railroad,  and  has  given  its  sanc- 
tion to  the  preparation  for  building  an  intercontinental  or  world's  telegraph  line 
across  Behring's  Straits  in  connexion  with  Great  Britain  and  Russia. 

Greneral  Sherman  surprised  us  yesterday  with  the  agreeable  information  that 
he  has  flanked  the  insurgent  forces  on  Kenesaw  mountain,  and  advanced  to 
Marietta  on  the  way  towards  Atlanta. 

During  the  last  week.  Lieutenant  General  Grant's  operations  upon  the  com- 
munications of  the  insurgent  army  now  at  Petersburg  and  Richmond  have  been 
eminently  successful.  I  am  desirous,  in  my  correspondence,  to  give  you  only 
facts,  not  anticipations.  *  •  *  •  • 

You  will  read  in  the  papers  of  a  rebel  raid  at  Martinsburg,  threatening  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad.  The  movement  is  not  fully  developed,  but  no  se- 
rious embanttssment  to  our  operations  is  apprehended  from  it. 

So,  also,  you  will  see  accounts  of  insurgent  movements  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Red  rivers.  I  am  satisfied  that  our  military  authorities  have  in  hand  counter 
operations  which  promise  us  the  needful  security  for  Sherman's  base  on  the 
Mississippi. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  the  whole  field,  the  prospects  of  this  great  campaign 
are  regarded  as  auspicious. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  AoAMSrEsq.,  ifc,,  ^c,  ifc. 

[Same,  mututii  mutandis,  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  6,  1864. 
Jonathan  Amory, 

Despatch  Agent,  Boston : 

Send  the  following  to  Mr.  Adams  by  steamer  of  to-daj : 

Reports  received  daring  the  last  night  seem  to  prove  that  the  insurgent  raid 
on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  has  been  exaggerated,  and  that  it  aifords  no 
ground  for  serious  apprehension.  We  have  called  out  the  militia  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  and  New  England. 

General  Hunter  is  on  the  track  of  the  raiders. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  737.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  7, 1864. 

Sir:  The  British  government  appear  to  have  instituted  proceedings  under 
the  enlistment  act  against  Campbell  at  Liverpool  and  Seymour  in  London,  on 
the  strength  of  the  many  depositions  which  I  have  heretofore  presented  to  their 
notice.  This  seems  to  me  to  render  unnecessary  a  prosecution  just  now  of 
further  complaints  on  behalf  of  our  government,  of  their  unequal  action 
towards  the  belligerents.  It  is  doubtful  to  mc  whether,  in  the  precise  condition 
of  public  affairs,  any  result  will  come  of  these  proceedings.  But  in  this  case, 
the  state  of  things  does  not  materially  differ  from  that  which  must  prevail  in 
every  other,  so  long  as  the  disjointed  condition  of  the  ruling  power  itself  shall 
be  permitted  to  continue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  \ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  738.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  representation  made  by  me  to  Lord  Russell,  concerning 
the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer  Hawk,  as  reported  in  my  despatch  No.  729,  of  (he 
23d  of  Juue,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  note  of 
the  4th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  tq  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Earl  Rusull  to  Mr,  Adams, 


Foreign  Office,  July  4,  1864. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
fonn  you  that  it  appears  from  further  inquiries  which  have  been  made  by  the 
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board  of  customs  with  respect  to  the  Hawk,  that  vessel  left  the  Victoria  docks 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  and  is  stated  to  have  passed  Gravesend  on  the  foUowing 
day,  cleared  for  Bermuda. 

The  commissioners  of  customs  report  that  the  cargo  of  the  Hawk  consisted 
of  iron,  iron  bar,  bar  steel,  and  divers  articles  of  merchandise;  that  some 
of  the  packages  were  examined  by  their  officers,  but  that  nothing  of  a  suspicious 
nature  was  found  therein. 

The  commissioners  add  that  they  are  informed  that  their  officers  had  no 
difficulty  in  going  over  every  part  of  the  ship,  and  that  in  so  doing  they  saw 
nothing  whatever  to  arouse  any  suspicion  of  the  vessel;  that  she  appeared  to 
be  a  very  faat  merchant  ship,  and  that  the  general  opinion  seems  to  have  been 
that  she  was  not  fitted  for  war  purposes,  her  iron  plates  being  so  thin  and  light. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  739.]  Lboation  to  the  United  States. 

London,  July  7,  1864. 
Sir:  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  847,  of  the  17ib 
of  Februarv  last,  I  made  a  representation  to  this  government  of  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Butterneld,  a  report  of  which  was  made  in  my  despatch  No.  610,  of  the 
10th  of  March.  The  later  proceedings  in  this  case  were  noted  in  my  Nos.  623 
and  629.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  final  reply  of  Lord 
Bussell  on  the  30th  of  June,  and  of  the  enclosure  containing  Mr.  Butterfield'a 
defence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Woihingtan,  D.  C. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  19th  of  March,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  has  been  addressed  by  Mr.  Vice 
Consul  Butterfield  to  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  explaining  his  pro- 
ceedings with  regard  to  Edward  T.  Rich,  which  formed  the  subject  of  your 
note  of  the  8th  of  the  same  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  add — ^that  it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that 
Mr.  Butterfield's  conduct  in  this  matter  has  not  been  such  as  to  merit  their 
animadversion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  ButUrfield  to  Mr.  Archibald. 

Bbitish  Vice  Oonsulatb, 

Key  West,  May  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  despatch  of  April 
23,  enclosing  a  despatch  from  Lord  Lyons,  containing  an  extract  firom  a  despatch 
of  Admiral  Bailey  to  the  Hon.  Gideon  WeUes,  in  which  he  complains  of  my 
proceeding  in  the  case  of  Edward  T.  Rich.  Admiral  Bailey  observes,  "  that 
Kich  having  been  refused  a  pass  by  him  to  go  to  Havana,  he  sought  and  ob- 
tained the  aid  of  the  British  vice  consul,  obtaining  from  him  a  certificate  addressed 
to  the  Spanish  consul  asserting  that  Rich  was  a  British  subject,  and  requesting 
for  him,  as  such,  Spanish  protection." 

In  reply  to  this  statement  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  E.  T.  Rich 
did,  by  oath,  (which  would  now  appear  to  be  false,)  declare  himself  to  be  a 
British  subject,  and  belonging  to  Falmouth,  England,  and  obtained  from  me  a 
British  certificate,  but  not  until  I  had  carefully  examined  him,  and  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  he  was  bona  fide  a  British  subject ;  but  in  regard  to  my 
affording  him  aid  to  make  his  escape  from  the  island,  I  have  only  to  state  that 
such  a  thing  was  not  possible,  from  any  certificate  that  I  could  give  him ;  as  no 
one  can  pass  the  guard  ship  to  leave  the  island,  unless  he  has  a  pass  from  the 
provost  marshal  of  the  city,  as  well  as  from  the  admiral  himself,  and  that, 
therefore,  even  should  I  have  given  a  certificate  to  one  who  had  no  claim  to  it, 
it  could  in  no  way  have  been  of  any  use  to  him  as  a  means  of  escape. 
.  The  admiral  also  states  that  the  certificate  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish  con- 
sul, requesting  his  protection.  In  reply  to  this,  I  have  only  to  state  that  it  was 
Deither  addressed  to  that  official,  nor  did  it  ask  of  him  any  assistance  or  pro- 
tection. 

It  is  also  stated  by  the  admiral  that  Rich  made  his  escape  in  a  vessel  "  owned 
by  a  Spaniard  residing  at  Key  West."  To  this  statement  I  have  the  authority 
of  the  Spanish  consul  in  replying  that  there  are  no  Spaniards  residing  here 
who  are  owners  of  vessels,  and,  also,  that  the  only  vessel  that  left  this  for 
Havana  on  the  27th  January  (the  day  named  by  the  admiral)  was  the  United 
States  steamer  Perry,  of  the  quartermaster's  department. 

In  support  of  the  statement  that  I  have  made,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
any  one  to  pass  the  guard  ship  merely  on  producing  a  consul's  certificate  which 
had  not  attached  to  it  the  provost  marshal's  pass,  as  well  as  that  of  the  admiral^ 
I  would  beg  to  mention  the  following  cases,  (the  facts  of  which  I  have  from  the 
Spanish  consul :)  Two  Spanish  subjects  took  passage  on  the  26th  of  January 
last  at  this  port  for  Havana  in  the  schooner  Aristides.  There  were  twenty- 
eight  passengers,  all  the  papers  of  which  were  right  with  the  exception  of  those 
held  by  these  two  men,  and  thev  were  left  behind  at  the  last  moment,  because, 
although  they  had  a  pass  from  the  Spanish  consul  as  well  as  from  the  provost 
marshd,  they  did  not  have  anv  from  the  admiral. 

Should  the  statement  made  by  the  admiral  as  regards  the  nationality  of  Rich 
be  correct,  it  would  appear  that,  notwithstanding  my  efforts  to  the  contrary,  I 
have  given  a  certificate  to  an  improper  person ;  still,  however  much  I  should 
regret  this,  as  well  as  justly  incur  the  displeasure  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
I  must  again  beg  to  say,  that  his  having  my  certificate  gave  him  no  facility 
whatever  for  escape,  and  that  he  could  have  got  away  quite  as  well  without  it 
as  he  appears  to  have  done  with  it. 

I  need  not,  I  am  sure,  remind  you  of  the  very  peculiar  position  in  which  I 
am  often  placed  here  as  regards  the  rights  and  claims  made  by  British  subjects, 
or  those  professing  to  be  such,  and  of  the  great  difficulty  I  have  at  times  in  know- 
ing from  whom  and  to  what  extent  to  seek  for  information  concerning  them. 

I  would  also  remark,  that  until  yesterday,  when  I  received  your  despatch,  I 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  admiral  at  what  I 
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bad  done  relatiye  to  Rich,  or  that  he  had  made  his  escape;  bnt  had  the  admiral 
thought  fit  to  represent  to  me  that  Rich  was  an  American,  when  he  saw  that  he 
had  my  certificate,  (which  he  sajs  in  his  despatch  he  did  see,)  I  would  at  once 
have  deprived  him  of  it»  or  at  least  until  investigation  could  have  been  had  as  to 
his  real  nationality. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  &x,, 

AUBREY  G.  BUTTERFIELD. 
E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  9fc. 


Mr.  AdatM  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  740.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States. 

London^  July  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  may  be  recollected  that  in  my  despatch  No.  693,  of  the  19th  of 
May,  I  referred  to  some  representations  made  in  the  London  newspapers  of  a 
cDmbination  about  to  be  made  between  the  three  great  powers  of  Russia  and 
Germany  for  their  mutual  defence. 

Within  the  past  week  a  number  of  papers  have  found  their  way  into  the 
columns  of  the  Morning  Post,  purporting  to  be  translations  of  official  communi- 
cations between  these  parties  relating  to  this  subject.  In  a  very  singular  little 
production  that  has  appeared  here  irregularly  during  the  sitting  of  the  conference, 
and  which,  under  the  aspect  of  a  jesting  journal,  has  given  evidence  of  a  graver 
purpose,  not  less  than  of  access  to  high  sources  of  authority,  there  came  out  the 
other  day  what  is  averred  to  have  been  the  form  of  a  treaty  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  those  powers  in  order  to  carry  out  their  object. 

These  publications  have  created  a  sensation  all  over  Europe.  The  genuine- 
ness of  some  of  the  papers  has  been  promptly  denied  by  the  governments  of 
Prussia  and  Austria  in  a  manner  to  try  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  whole. 
Yet  it  is  certain  that  the  belief  in  the  substantial  correctness  of  the  intelligence 
they  communicate  has  not  been  shaken.  Lord  Stratford  de  Redcliffe,  in  referring 
to  tbem  the  other  evening  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Lords,  acknowledge 
that  he  had,  before  their  publication,  seen  the  papers  in  manuscript  in  French,  in 
the  hands  of  a  person  of  respectability  whom  he  did  not  name.  If  genuine, 
the  fact  that  they  have  been  surreptitiously  obtained  cannot  be  doubted.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  not  genuine,  the  British  government  has  the  power  to  say  so, 
if  it  chooses,  at  least  to  the  extent  to  which  reference  is  made  to  reported  confer- 
ences with  one  of  its  members.  From  the  reticence  thus  far,  as  well  as  the  £tct 
of  the  selection  of  the  presses  in  which  the  publications  have  been  made,  there 
is  reason  to  suspect  that  they  attach  more  or  less  of  faith  to  them.  Inasmuch 
as  Lord  Stratford  proposes  to  question  them  more  particularly  hereafter,  it  is 
likely  that  better  means  will  soon  be  furnished  with  which  to  arrive  at  a  moie 
certain  conclusion. 

In  any  event,  if  such  a  plan  should  have  been  in  agitation,  in  any  form,  the 
effect  of  this  publication  wUl  probably  be  to  render  perseverance  in  it  impossible. 
It  cannot  but  be  regarded  by  France  as  altogether  too  minatory  not  to  call  for 
some  immediate  policy  of  counteraction.  A  union  with  this  country  is  naturally 
its  first  resource.  In  that  event  the  theory  of  non-intervention  broached  here 
BO  gravely  would  be  likely  to  receive  a  strain  in  its  infancy  which  might  prove 
^ar  more  than  it  could  bear.  Great  Britain  has  too  much  at  stake  outside  of  the 
little  island  to  be  able  to  play  the  part  of  an  unconcerned  spectator  of  formida- 
ble movements  of  the  great  powers,  either  in  the  east  or  in  the  west 

The  movement  is  deeply  interesting.    I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  you  iiiformed, 
BO  far  as  I  can,  of  all  the  events  as  they  may  develop  themselves  at  this  point* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  4p^.,  4p^.,  igc. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Iifir,  Seward. 

No.  743.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  July  8,  1^64. 
Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  certain  resolutions  adopted  on 
the  4tb  instant,  by  the  executive  of  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society  at 
Manchester,  which  I  have  been  requested  by  the  chairman  to  forward  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^c,  ^c,  Sgc. 


IUsoUUum$  unanimously  adopted  by  the  executive  of  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society , 

July  4,  1864. 

Union  and  Emancipation  Society  Opficbs, 

51  Piccadilly,  Manchester. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Barker,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Edwards,  and  re- 
solved — 

1.  That  the  executive  of  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society  in  meeting 
epecially  convened,  on  this  4th  day  of  July,  1864,  desire  to  record  their  profound 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  vast  progress  and  signal  success  attending 
the  great  struggle  for  freedom  and  nationality  by  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  federal 
republic  of  America. 

2.  That  they  heartily  rejoice  in  the  just  Nemesis  that  has  recently  overtaken 
the  piratical  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  built  for  gain  by  an  English  ship-builder, 
in  an  English  port,  in  evasion  of  statute  law,  in  defiance  of  all  the  claims  of 
political  neutrality,  international  good  faith,  and  commercial  honor;  that  they 
also  record  their  devout  thank^lness  that,  through  the  persistent  aud  success- 
ful interposition  of  the  British  government,  the  rebel  steam-rams  have  been  pre- 
vented from  entering  upon  their  intended  career  in  aid  of  the  slaveholders'  con- 
federacy. 

3.  That  this  executive  are  not  unmindful  of  the  horrors  of  warfare,  even  when 
conducted  under  those  military  rules  and  limitations  adopted  by  civilized  bellig- 
erents ;  but  that  they  have  been  intensely  shocked  by  the  ruthless  and  barbarous 
massacres  by  the  confederates  at  Fort  Pillow  and  elsewhere,  when  the  chances 
of  war  gave  them  unchecked  power  over  their  captives ;  and  especially  do  they 
execrate  the  systematic  and  cold-blooded  cruelty  towards  the  federal  prisoners 
at  Richmond. 

4.  That  they  have  received  with  profound  satisfection  the  glad  tidings  that 
the  base  and  cruel  fugitive  slave  law  has  been  repealed  by  Congress,  believing 
that  this  just  though  somewhat  tardy  act  marks  another  step  in  the  progress  of 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  and  that  it  but  anticipates  and  assures  the 
s^edy  passage  of  that  crowning  act  of  justice,  by  which  slavery  shall  be  made 
forever  iroposdible  under  the  federal  Constitution. 

5.  That  they  rejoice  exceedingly  in  the  great  and  significant  fact  of  the  unani- 
moos  and  enthusiastic  renomination  by  the  National  Union  Convention  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States,  and  his  acceptance  of  the 
said  nomination  with  its  noble  platform  of  advanced  anti-slavery  principles,  in- 
cluding the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  utterly  and  forever  to  exclude 
and  extermiuate  the  system  of  human  bondage  from  every  foot  of  territory  be- 
neath the  federal  flag. 
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6.  That  they  earnestly  believe  that  the  great  balk  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  bo  far  as  their  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  case  enable  them  to  form 
an  intelligent  opinion  in  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  stmgglc  now  going  on  in 
the  United  States,  fully  and  deeply  sympathize  with  the  loyal  citieens  and 
soldiers  in  their  patriotic  efforts  to  suppress  tiie  most  wicked  and  reckless  rebellion 
of  which  history  has  any  record. 

7.  That  this  Executive  pray  for  the  speedy  establishment  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can republic,  on  the  firm  and  lasting  foundation  of  justice  and  freedom,  nnion 
and  peace. 

JOHN  HART  ESTOOURT,  Chairman. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1025.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  8,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  21st 
of  June,  No.  724,  which  relates  to  the  destruction  of  the  pirate  ship  Alabama  by 
the  Kearaarge  in  an  engagement  off  Cherbourg  on  the  19th  June  last.  This 
event  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  government,  and  it  appreciates  and 
commends  the  bravery  and  skill  displayed  by  Captain  Winslow  and  the  officeia 
and  crew  under  his  command. 

Several  incidents  of  the  transaction  seem  to  demand  immediate  attention.  The 
first  is,  that  this  government  disapproves  the  proceeding  of  Captain  Winslow  in 
paroling  and  discharging  the  pirates  who  fell  into  his  hands  in  that  brilliant  naval 
engagement,  and  in  order  to  guard  against  injurious  inferences  which  might  re- 
sult from  that  error  if  it  were  overlooked,  you  are  instructed  to  make  the  fact  of 
this  disapprobation  and  censure  known  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  to 
state  at  the  same  time  that  this  government,  adhering  to  declarations  heretofore 
made,  does  not  recognize  the  Alabama  as  a  ship-of-war  of  a  lawful  belligerent 
power. 

Secondly,  the  presence  and  the  proceedings  of  a  British  yacht,  the  Deerhound, 
at  the  battle,  require  explanation.  On  reading  the  statements  which  have  reached 
this  government,  it  seems  impossible  to  doubt  that  the  Deerhound  went  out  to 
the  place  of  conflict  by  concert  and  arrangement  with  the  commander  of  the 
Alabama,  and  with  at  least  a  conditional  purpose  of  rendering  her  aid  and  assist- 
ance. She  did  effectually  render  such  aid  by  rescuing  the  commander  of  the 
Alabama  and  a  portion  of  his  crew  from  the  pursuit  of  the  Kearsarge,  and  by 
Airtively  and  clandestinely  conveying  them  to  Southampton,  within  British  juris- 
diction. We  learn  from  Paris  that  the  intervention  of  the  Deerhound  occurred 
after  the  Alabama  had  actually  surrendered.  The  proceeding  of  the  Deerhound, 
therefore,  seems  to  have  been  directly  hostile  to  the  United  States.  Statements 
of  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  are  reported  here,  to  the  effect  that  he  was  re- 
quested by  Captain  Winslow  to  rescue  the  drowning  survivors  of  the  battle,  but 
no  official  confirmation  of  this  statement  is  found  in  the  reports  of  Captain  Wins- 
low. Even  if  he  did  make  such  a  request,  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  subse- 
quently abused  the  right  of  interference  by  secreting  the  rescued  pirates  and 
(Carrying  them  away  beyond  the  pursuit  of  the  Kearsarge.  Moreover,  we  are 
informed  from  Paris  that  the  Deerhound  before  going  out  received  from  Semmes, 
and  that  she  subseqently  conveyed  away  to  England,  a  deposit  of  money  and 
other  valuables  of  which  Semmes  in  his  long  piratical  career  had  despoiled 
numerous  American  merchantmen. 

The  Deerhound  is  understood  to  belong  to  the  royal  yacht  association,  with 
certain  naval  privileges  conferred  by  law,  and  recognized  as  belonging  to  the 
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naval  force  of  Great  Britain.    Her  proceedings  are  therefore  regarded  with  the 
more  concern,  since  they  have  a  semi-official  character. 

Again,  it  is  observed  that,  so  far  as  can  be  discovered,  the  crew  of  the  pirate, 
excepting  two  traitorous  officers  from  the  United  States,  were  chiefly  British 
subjects,  and  all  of  them  had  been  enlisted  for  the  Alabama  in  British  ports.  All 
of  them  have  been  periodically  paid  their  wages,  nearly  two  years,  by  other 
British  subjects,  residing  and  keeping  an  office  openly  in  the  British  port  of  Liv- 
erpool. It  is  farther  represented  upon  British  authority,  very  manifestly  hostile 
to  the  United  States,  that  the  surgeon  of  the  Alabama  who  was  lost  in  the  vessel 
was  a  British  subject.  It  is  stated  on  like  authority  that  Semmes,  the  pirate 
commander,  has  openly  avowed  at  Southampton,  as  if  it  were  to  the  honor  and 
renown  of  the  British  nation,  that  the  best  gunners  of  the  Alabama  had  been 
trained  in  a  British  governmental  school  of  artillery.  It  is  related  on  the  like 
authority  that  the  same  Semmes  has  avowed,  manifestly  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  British  public,  that  the  pirate  crew  who  escaped 
would  continue  to  receive  wages  in  England,  and  would  remain  there  in  his  un« 
lawful  service  until  he  should,  in  August  next,  take  to  the  sea  again  in  a  new 
Alabama,  understood  to  be  forthcoming  from  a  British  port. 

Once  more,  it  is  stated  that  the  wounded  pirates  were  received  at  once  and 
cared  for  in  a  national  British  naval  hospital,  in  or  near  to  Southampton. 

While  these  occurrences  were  happening  in  England,  the  escaped  commander 
of  the  Alabama  is  said  to  have  been  the  object  of  hospitalities  and  demonstra- 
tions from  British  subjects  in  Southampton,  which  could  have  been  reasonably 
bestowed  only  upon  the  supposition  that,  in  robbing  or  burning  or  sinking 
American  merchantmen  on  the  high  seas,  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  finally 
in  engaging  the  Kearsarge  off  the  port  of  Cherbourg,  he  was  acting  with  the 
implied  consent  and  in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  as  an  enemy  of  the  United 
States.  This  government  experiences  much  pain  in  reviewing  these  extraordi- 
nary incidents  of  the  late  naval  engagement.  The  President  earnestly  desires, 
not  only  a  continuance  of  peace,  but  also  to  preserve  our  long- existing  friendship 
with  Great  Britain.  He  is  therefore  indisposed  to  complain  of  injuries  on  the 
part  of  British  subjects  whenever  he  can  refrain  consistently  with  the  safety, 
tionor,  and  dignity  of  the  United  States.  In  this  spirit  we  are  ready,  as  we  are 
desirous,  to  learn  that  many  of  the  statements  to  which  I  have  referred  are 
erroneous.  But  when  we  have  made  considerable  allowances  in  that  way,  there 
yet  remain  very  large  grounds  for  representation  on  our  part  to  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  desire,  however,  to  be  understood  as  speaking  with  sincerity  and  frankness 
when  I  say,  that  thid  government  does  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  any  of  the 
proceedings  which  I  have  related  were  adopted  under  any  orders  or  directions, 
or  with  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government.  On 
the  contrary,  I  have  to  declare,  without  reservation,  my  belief  that  the  proceed- 
ings herein  recited  of  the  pirate  Semmes  and  of  the  yacht  Deerhound,  and  of 
the  British  subjects  who  have  sympathized  with  and  unlawfully  aided  and 
abetted  the  pirates,  are  the  unauthorized  acts  of  individuals,  and  that  those  pro- 
ceedings will  be  regretted  and  disapproved  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  President  will  expect  you  to  carefully  gather  information,  to  weigh  it 
well,  and  then  to  make  a  proper  representation  to  her  Majesty's  government 
upon  the  whole  subject  I  have  thus  presented.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
give  special  instructions  to  Captain  Winslow  to  answer  your  inquiries. 

Unless  the  cases  shall  be  materially  modified  by  the  result  of  your  inquiries, 
you  will  be  expected  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  incidents  I  have  related, 
n  unexplained,  seem  to  confirm  the  soundness  of  the  opinion  heretofore  held 
and  insisted  upon  by  this  government,  that  the  Alabama  is  justly  to  be  regarded 
as  a  vessel  fitted  out  by  British  subjects,  engaged  in  making  unlawful  war  against 
the  United  States- . 
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Secondly,  this  goyernment  it  of  opinion  that  Semmea  and  his  confederates 
having  been  rescned  by  nnlawfnl  intervention  of  the  Deerhound,  and  conveyed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  they  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
United  States. 

Thirdly,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  remonstrate  against  the  conduct  of  any 
British  authorities  or  subjects  who  may  be  engaged  in  furnishing  supplies  or 
paying  wages  to  the  escaped  pirates  of  the  Alabama,  and  to  ask  for  their  con- 
viction and  punishment. 

Fourthly,  the  occasion  will  warrant  you  in  asking  her  Majesty's  government, 
with  earnestness,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  prevent 
the  preparation,  equipment,  and  outfit  of  any  further  hostile  naval  expedition 
from  British  shores  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  If,  however,  you 
find  the  fiicts  established  by  your  inquiries  to  differ  materially  from  the  state- 
ments thereof,  herein  assumed  to  be  true,  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  modify  your 
representations  accordmgly ;  or  if  you  prefer,  you  will  report  the  result  of  your 
inquiries  and  apply  to  this  government  for  further  and  specific  instructions. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1027.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  has  become  necessary  to  revise  our  customary  form  of  exequatur  for 
consuls,  and  it  is  desired  that  you  make  proper  explanations  on  the  subject  to 
Earl  Bussell. 

The  only  treaty  stipulations  concerning  consular  privileges  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  are  the  following: 

Article  16  of  the  treaty  of  November  19,  1794,  which,  however,  is  not  now 
in  force,  having  been  abrogated  by  the  war  of  1812,  stipulates  that  "  It  shall 
be  free  for  the  two  contracting  parties  respectively  to  appoint  consuls  fi)r  the 
protection  of  trade,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  and  territories  aforesaid ;  and  the 
said  consuls  shall  enjoy  those  liberties  and  rights  which  belong  to  them  by 
reason  of  their  function.  But  before  any  consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shall  be 
in  the  usual  forms  approved  and  admitted  by  the  party  to  whom  he  is  sent ; 
and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  and  proper  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  im- 
proper conduct  towards  the  laws  or  government,  a  consul  may  either  be  pun- 
ished according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  case,  or  be  dismissed,  or  even 
sent  back,  the  offended  government  assigning  to  the  other  their  reasons  for  the 
same. 

"  Either  of  the  parties  may  except  from  the  residence  of  consuls  such  partic- 
tdar  places  as  such  party  shall  judge  proper  to  be  so  excepted." 

These  stipulations,  with  an  immaterial  change  of  phraseology,  were  reaffirmed 
in  article  4  of  the  commercial  convention  of  July  3,  1815,  which  expired  by 
limitation  in  the  year  1828,  but  was  renewed  by  the  convention  of  the  6th  of 
August,  1827. 

In  the  year  1790  the  first  appointment  of  a  British  consul  was  made  within 
the  United  States,  and  his  exequatur  was  issued  by  President  Washington  in 
the  following  words : 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  209 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
PRRSIDBNT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

Thomas  MacDonogh,  esq.,  Laving  produced  to  inc  his  commission  as  consul 
from  his  Britannic  Majesty  within  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Baj,  Ehodo 
Island,  Connecticut,  and  New  Hampshire,  I  do  hereby  recognize  him  as  such, 
and  declare  him  free  to  exercise  within  the  said  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  New  Hampshire  such  functions  and  powers  as 
may  be  given  or  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  land  to  the  consuls  of  nations 
between  whom  and  the  United  States  no  treaty  or  convention  exists  for  per- 
mitting specific  powers  and  functions  to  be  exercised  by  their  consuls  recipro- 
cally. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  2d  day  of  Decem- 
[l.  s.]       ber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1790,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  fifteenth. 

GO.  WASHINGTON. 
By  the  President : 

Th.  Jefferson. 

This  form  of  exequatur  continued  to  be  used  whenever  application  was  mado 
for  the  recognition  of  British  consuls  till  1816,  when  the  following  form  was 
adopted  : 

JAMES  MADISON, 

PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

Anthony  St.  John  Baker,  esq.,  having  produced  to  me  his  commission  as 
consul  general  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  within  the  United  States,  I  do  hereby 
recognize  him  as  such,  and  declare  him  free  to  exercise  and  enjoy  such  func- 
tions, powers,^  and  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  the  consuls  general  of  such 
friendly  powers  between  whom  and  the  United  States  there  is  no  particular 
agreement  for  the  regulation  of  the  consular  ftinctions. 

In  testimony  whereof,  &c.,  &c. 

In  1819  n  form  of  exequatur  was  adopted  in  the  case  of  Mr.  William  Gray, 
consul  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  expressed  as  follows  : 

JAMES  MONROE, 
|»RESIDBNT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern  : 

William  Gray,  esq.,  having  produced  to  me  his  commission  as  consul  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  reside  at  Norfolk,  I  do  hereby 
recognize  him  as  such,  and  declare  him  free  to  exercise  and  enjoy  such  functions, 
powers,-  and  privileges  as  are  allowed  to  consuls  of  the  most  favored  nations  in 
the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the 
seat  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  aflSxed. 
14  c  • 
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Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  6th  day  of  May,  hi 
[l.  s.]       the  year  of  our  Lord  1819,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  forty -third. 

JAMfiS  MONROE. 
By  the  President : 

John  Qdincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State, 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1821,  the  form  of  1816,  before  quoted,  was  restored,  and 
continued  to  be  used  until  December  of  the  same  year,  when  the  form  of  1819 
was  resumed,  and  has  been  retained  ever  since  from  the  mere  force  of  clerical 
habit  or  custom.  The  same  form  has  been  habitually  used  for  exequaturs  to 
consuls  of  all  other  nations.  This  form  is  without  any  authority  of  municipal 
law,  and  it  has  been  used  inadvertently  without  any  reference  to  the  stipula- 
tions contained  in  our  conventions  concerning  consular  privileges,  which  were 
not  in  fact  negotiated  till  long  after  its  first  adoption. 

In  the  mean  while,  though  the  treaty  stipulations  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  exercise  of  consular  functions  have 
remained  unchanged,  conventions  and  treaties  have  been  negotiated  with  several 
maritime  powers,  specially  defining  the  rights  and  functions  of  consuls,  and 
greatly  extending  their  jurisdiction.  Agreements  have  thus  been  made  con- 
cerning salvage,  the  settlement  of  intestate  estates,  the  inviolability  of  the  con- 
sular offices  and  archives ;  the  arrest,  safe-keeping,  and  delivery  up  of  deserters 
and  mutineers,  taxation,  exemption  from  military  billetings,  &c. ;  while  this  has 
been  done,  British  consuls,  and  consuls  of  other  states  with  whom  no  such 
stipulations  exist,  have  been  led  by  our  inadvertent  use  of  the  form  of  exequa- 
tur, adopted  in  1819,  to  believe  that  they  also  could  enjoy  special  and  peculiar 
advantages,  which  were  accorded  under  distinct  stipulations,  to  the  powers  with 
which  we  have  such  special  consular  treaties,  as  I  have  above  named. 

At  the  same  time,  consuls  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  countries  with 
whom  we  have  no  special  consular  stipulations,  of  course,  have  neither  had,  nor 
claimed,  nor  could  tney  claim,  any  such  special  advantages.  Their  jurisdiction 
and  powers  have  received  no  enlargement. 

Hereafter,  in  the  case  of  new  consular  appointments,  the  form  of  exequatur 
will  be  such  as  is  adapted  to  our  treaty  stipulations  with  e^h  nation  respect- 
ively. In  the  case  of  British  consuls  the  form  of  1816  will  be  adopted.  All 
existing  exequaturs  will  be  continued,  but  will  be  continued  with  the  same 
limitations,  and  if  it  is  desired,  the  exequaturs  which  heretofore  have  been 
given  may  be  returned  and  cancelled,  whereupon  new  ones  with  accurate 
annotations  will  be  issued. 

Should  Great  Britain  desire  to  negotiate  for  a  reciprocity  of  special  consular 
privileges,  the  United  States  will  cheerfully  accede. 

I  have  further  to  remark,  that  in  conveying  to  you  the  instructions  of  the 
President  upon  this  subject,  he  is  influenced  by  a  desire  to  remove  all  possible 
occasion  for  embarrassment  hereafter,  which  might  arise  from  a  want  of  clear- 
ness and  precision  in  defining  the  limits  of  consular  jurisdiction.  Similar  in- 
structions will  be  given  to  all  our  ministers,  residing  near  the  governments  of 
countries  with  which  we  have  no  treaties  or  conventions  in  regard  to  consular 
powers ;  and  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  to  each  of  them  to  enter  into  treat  j 
stipulations  with  the  United  States  upon  this  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4r.,  <^.,  ^r. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Ada  his. 


No.  1028.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  11,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
23d  of  June,  No.  721,  which  relates  exclusively  to  the  naval  conflict  which 
ended  in  the  destruction  of  the  pirate  Alabama.  I  have  given  in  a  distinct 
paper  the  views  the  President  takes  of  such  incidents  of  that  transaction  as  you 
nave  mentioned  in  your  despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <^.,  ^.,  ^c. 


Mr,  Sftcard  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1029.]  Department  of  State, 

Waskingta/iy  July  1 1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
23d  of  June,  No.  725,  in  which  you  have  informed  me  of  the  close  of  the  Eu- 
ropean conference  and  of  the  uncertain  aspect  which  political  affairs  in  the 
United  Kingdom  assumed  in  consequence  of  that  event.  While  I  thank  you 
for  this  interesting  information,  I  think  it  proper  to  refrain  from  comment  on 
the  subject,  in  the  expectation  that  the  next  steamer  will  bring  definitive  inform- 
ation of  the  policy  which  her  Majesty's  government  before  this  time  must 
have  adopted  in  regard  to  the  war  between  Germany  and  Denmark. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1032. j  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  insurgent  movement  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  which  I  mentioned 
in  a  late  despatch,  developed  at  the  close  of  last  week.  A  column,  reported  at 
30,000  or  40,000,  under  Breckinridge,  passed  the  Potomac  fords  above  Harper's 
Ferry,  crossed  the  South  Mountain,  and  entered  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  Satur- 
day, the  9th  initant.  Major  General  Wallace,  with  about  7,000  men,  hastily 
drawn  from  Baltimore,  met  the  whole  or  a  considerable  portion  of  the  enemy's 
force  at  the  bridge  at  Monocacy,  which  opens  the  way  equally  to  Washington  and 
Baltimore.  A  deadly  conflict  was  maintained  from  nine  in  the  morning  to  five 
in  the  afternoon.  Our  forces,  overpowered  by  double  their  number,  gave  way 
and  retreated  to  EUicott's  Mills. 

Insurgent  cavalry  on  Sunday  spread  themselves  over  a  portion  of  Maryland, 
extending  from  the  Gunpowder  creek,  on  the  north,  to  the  border  of  this  city  on 
the  south,  and  from  the  Potomac  eastward,  approaching  the  Washington  branch 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  threatened  Baltimore  and  Washington. 
They  captured  and  destroyed  a  train  of  cars  on  the  railroad  at  Gunpowder  creek, 
and  broke  the  telegraph  li^e  at  that  point.  The  main  column  is  believed  to  have 
been  moving  across  the  country  from  the  bank  of  the  Potomac  near  Rockville, 
towards  Bladensburg,  at  a  distance  of  perhaps  eight   miles  north  of  this  city 
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The  enemy's  cavalry  approached  and  skirmished  with  our  cavalry  and  pickets 
immediately  in  front  of  our  north  line  of  fortifications,  which  extends  from  the  west 
branch'  of  the  Potomac  to  Bladensburg,  on  the  east  branch.  The  enemy's  column 
is  understood  to  be  about  20,000.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  de- 
fence of  Baltimore.  But  this  morning  it  is  reported  that  there  is  no  considerable 
force  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place.  Vigorous  measures  have  been  taken  to  im- 
prove the  defences  of  Washington,  and  every  hour  increases  our  strength.  It 
is  supposed  now  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  has  not  yet  efifected  a  concentration. 
Last  night  passed  off  without  an  assault,  and  this  morning  telegraphic  commu- 
nication between  Washington  and  the  north  is  completely  restored.  Our  com- 
munication with  General  Grant  at  Petersburg  has  not  been  interrupted.  The 
railroad  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  will  be  speedily  repaired.  In  the 
mean  time  communication  is  carried  on  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia 
through  the  canal  which  connects  with  the  Delaware.  General  Hunter  is  at 
Martinsburg,  but  not  yet  in  communication  by  telegraph.  General  Grant  still 
persists  in  his  siege  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  General  Sherman  has  crossed 
the  Chattahoochee,  and  there  are  indications  that  the  enemy  will  retire  from 
Atlanta. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAlll). 
Charlks  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^r. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  744.J  Legation  of  the  United  Statks, 

London^  July  14,  1864. 

Sir:  Despatches  have  been  received  from  the  department,  numbered  from 

1003  to  1014,  including  two  numbered  1013.    Also  letters  of  the  24th  and  27th 

of  June,  respecting  Mr.  Esdaile  and  James  Smith.    An  acknowledgment  of  the 

^  reception  of  a  telegram,  in  cipher,  dated  the  20th  of  June,  which  came  by  the 

steamer,  was  accidentally  omitted  last  week. 

By  the  steamer  of  last  Saturday  I  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  Times,  containing 
a  report  of  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  in  both  houses  of  Parliament  on  the  vote 
of  censure  proposed  against  the  ministry.  The  extent  of  the  majority  in  their 
favor  was  a  little  surprising  even  to  themselves.  The  loss  of  a  portion  of  the 
Catholic  members  from  Ireland  seems  to  have  been  attended  by  a  more  than 
compensating  reaction  in  other  quarters.  The  result  is,  that  all  thoughts  of  dis- 
solving Parliament  have  been  abandoned  for  at  least  another  year.  It  is  not  dear 
that  it  may  not  be  suflfered  to  run  to  the  end  of  its  term  in  1866.  In  other  words, 
it  is  the  perpetuation  of  a  negative  policy,  at  least  during  the  public  life  of  the 
present  first  minister. 

This  debate  has  developed  one  tendency  in  the  public  feeling  of  Great  Britain 
not  a  little  remarkable.  This  is,  a  distrust  of  the  power  of  the  country  to  act  in 
the  affairs  of  Europe,  either  in  opposition  to,  or  even  without  the  concurrence  of, 
France.  The  combination  of  the  three  great  northern  powers,  brought  on  by  a 
sense  of  common  danger,  from  the  tendency  of  the  popular  feeling  all  over  Europe, 
renders  the  isolation  of  Britain  the  only  alternative  to  a  union  with  France.  The 
objections  to  such  a  union,  on  account  of  the  liability  to  be  involved  in  the  hazard 
of  being  made  use  of  to  carry  out  any  ambitious  project  which  the  Emperor 
may  take  into  his  head  to  adopt,  are  regarded  as  very  serious.  It  is  a  sense  of 
these  difficulties,  on  every  side,  that  has  swung  the  people  so  suddenly  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  theory  presented  by  Mr.  Cobden.  That  gentleman's  views 
were  more  or  less  adopted  by  many,  and  scarcely  controverted  by  any  one.  As 
a  consequence,  the  effect  of  the  debate  is  to  set  up  a  general  policy  of  abstention 
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from  interference  with  the  affairs  of  other  countries,  and  to  prompt  a  political  , 
insulation  in  a  measure  corresponding  with  the  geographical  position  of  the 
kingdom.  This  might  indeed  be  possible,  if  the  stakes  held  were  entirely  con- 
fined within  the  limits  of  these  islands.  As  this  is  so  obviously  not  the  case,  it 
necessarily  follows  that  the  state  of  opinion  now  prevailing  can  only  be  of  the 
passing  moment,  and  must  give  way,  on  the  first  emergency,  to  the  positive  ne- 
cessities of  their  situation. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  midst  of  this  existing  delusion  that  Mr.  Lindsay  pro- 
poses once  more  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commons  his  motion  for 
the  proposal  of  a  mediation  on  the  part  of  the  combined  powers  of  Europe,  be- 
tween the  contending  parties  in  America.  It  is  now  averred  that  he  means 
seriously  to  bring  it  up  to-morrow  night.  In  anticipation  of  this  movement,  elab- 
orate communications  from  the  rebel  emissaries  or  agents  appeared  simultane- 
ously ,in  the  columns  of  the  Times  and  the  Post  of  yesterday.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  any  measure  more  entirely  in  conflict  with  the  general  tenor  of  the 
arguments  of  last  week.  The  earnestness  with  which  it  appears,  nevertheless,  to 
be  urged  by  the  interested  parties  indicates  only  their  sense  of  the  pressing  na- 
ture of  their  necessities.  What  will  be  the  fate  of  the  movement  may  be  fairly 
gathered  from  the  nature  of  the  editorial  comments  made  in  both  these  papers, 
the  substance  of  which  may  be  comprised  in  the  words  "  not  yet."  You  will 
learn  the  result  by  the  same  steamer  that  carries  tliis. 

It  is  now  tolerably  certain  that  Parliament  will  be  prorogued  on  the  28th  in- 
stant. The  customary  ministerial  dinner  at  Greenwich  has  been  ordered  for 
the  23d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCLS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfr.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  745.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  14,  1864. 

Sib  :  The  note  of  Lord  Russell  of  the  8th  instant,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  its 
enclosure,  is  herewith  transmitted,  is  supplementary  to  the  correspondence  al- 
ready sent  with  my  despatches  731  and  734  of  the  28th  and  30th  of  June.  It 
does  not  seem  to  furnish  much  additional  light  to  a  solution  of  the  questions 
raised  by  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lancaster. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


[EnclosureB.] 


1.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  July  8,  1854. 

2.  Mr.  Clarke  to  Lord  Russell,  July  4,  1864. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  which  I  stated  that  I 
should  transmit  to  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  25th 
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ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edmund  Clarke* 
who,  in  Mr.  Lancaster's  absence  in  Norway,  has  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my 
communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Clarke  to  Earl  Russell, 

HiNDLEV  Hall,  Wioan,  Jul?/  4,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  On  behalf  of  Mr.  J.  Lancaster,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  lordship's  favor,  dated  June  27,  1864,  accompanied  with  certain  documents 
relating  to  that  gentleman's  part  in  the  rescue  of  the  captain  and  a  portion  of  the 
crew  of  the  Alabama,  on  the  I9th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Lancaster  left  here  on  Monday  last  for  Norway,  whence  he  is  expected  to 
return  about  the  latter  end  of  next  week.  Immediately  on  his  .arrival  at  home, 
the  above-mentioned  documents  shall  be  submitted  to  him,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  receive  his  prompt  attention. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  lordship's  attention  to  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lancaster,  inserted  in  the  Daily  News  of  the  29th  ultimo,  (page  5,  col.  6,)  a 
copy  of  which  paper  I  enclose  with  this.  The  letter  contains  Mr.  Lancaster's 
own  narrative  of  his  share  in  the  proceedings  to  which  it  refers,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  therein  emphatically  denies  many  of  the  allegations  advanced  by 
Captain  Winslow,  and  indorsed  by  Mr.  Adams. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

EDMUND  CLARKE. 

Earl  Russell,  K.  G.,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  S^c. 


[From  the  London  Daily  News  of  June  29,  1864.] 

THE  DEERHOUND,  TIIE  ALABAMA,  AND  THE  KEARSAEGE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  News : 

Sir  :  As  two  correspondents  of  your  journal,  in  giving  their  versions  of  the 
fight  between  the  Alabama  and  the  Kearsarge,  have  designated  my  share  in 
the  escape  of  Captain  Semmes  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  sunken  ship  as 
"  dishonorable,*'  and  have  moreover  affirmed  that  my  yacht,  the  Deerhound, 
was  in  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg  before  the  engagement,  and  proceeded  thence 
on  the  morning  of  the  engagement  in  order  to  assist  the  Alabama,  I  presume  I 
may  trespass  upon  your  kindness  so  far  as  to  ask  for  an  opportunity  to  repu- 
diate the  imputation  and  deny  the  assertion.  They  admit  that  when  the  Ala- 
bama went  down,  the  yacht,  being  near  the  Kearsarge,  was  hailed  by  Captain 
Winslow  and  requested  to  aid  in  picking  up  the  men  who  were  in  the  water; 
but  they  intimate  that  my  services  were  expected  to  be  merely  ministerial,  or 
in  other  words,  that  I  was  to  put  myself  under  the  command  of  Captain  Wins- 
low, and  place  my  yacht  at  his  disposal  for  the  capture  of  the  poor  fellows  who 
were  struggling  in  the  water  for  their  lives.  The  fact  is,  that  when  we  passed 
the  Kearsarge  the  captain  cried  out,  "  For  God's  sake,  do  what  you  can  to  sava 
them  !"  and  that  was  my  warrant  for  interfering  in  any  way  for  the  aid  and 
succor  of  his  enemies.  It  may  be  a  question  with  some,  whether,  without 
that  warrant,  I  should  have  been  justified  in  endeavoring  to  rescue  any  of  the 
crew  of  the  Alabama ;  but  my  own  opinion  is  that  a  man  drowning  in  the  open 
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8ea  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  enemy  at  the  time  to  anybody,  and  is  therefore 
entitled  to  the  assistance  of  any  passerby.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  bad  the  earnest 
request  of  Captain  Winslow  to  rescue  as  many  of  the  men  who  were  in  the 
water  as  I  coold  lay  hold  of,  but  that  request  was  not  coupled  with  any  stipu- 
lation to  the  eflfect  that  I  should  deliver  up  the  rescued  men  to  him  as  his  pris- 
oners. If  it  had  been,  I  should  have  declined  the  tasK,  because  I  should  have 
deemed  it  dishonorable — that  is,  inconsistent  with  my  notions  of  honor — rto  lend 
my  yacht  and  crew  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  those  brave  men  from  drowning 
onJv  to  hand  them  over  to  their  enemies  for  imprisonment,  ill-treatment,  ana 
perhaps  execution.  One  of  your  correspondents  opens  his  letter  by  expressing 
a  desire  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  yacht  clubs  of  England  the  conduct  of  the 
commander  of  the  Deerhound  which  followed  the  engagement  of  the  Alabama 
and  Kearsarge.  Now  that  my  conduct  has  been  impugned  I  am  equally  wishful 
that  it  should  come  under  the  notice  of  the  yacht  clubs  of  England,  and  I  am  quite 
willing  to  leave  the  point  of  "honor"  to  be  decidedby  my  brother  yachtsmen,  and, 
indeed,  by  any  tribunal  of  gentlemen.  As  to  my  legal  right  to  take  away 
Oaptain  Semmes  and  hU  friends,  I  have  been  educated  in  the  belief  that  an 
English  ship  is  English  territory,  and  I  am»  therefore,  unable  even  now  to  dis- 
cover why  I  was  more  bound  to  surrender  the  people  of  the  Alabama  whom  I 
had  on  board  my  yacht  than  the  owner  of  a  garden  on  the  south  coast  of 
£neland  would  have  been  if  they  had  swum  to  such  a  place  and  landed  there, 
or  than  the  mayor  of  Southampton  was  when  they  were  lodging  in  that  city,  or 
than  the  British  government  is  now  that  it  is  known  that  they  are  somewhere 
in  England. 

Your  other  correspondent  says  that  Captain  Winslow  declares  that  "the 
reason  he  did  not  pursue  the  Deerhound  or  fire  into  her  was  that  he  could  not 
believe  at  the  time  that  any  one  carrying  the  flag  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron 
could  act  so  dishonorable  a  part  as  to  carry  off  the*  prisoners  whom  ne  had 
requested  him  to  save,  from  feelings  of  humanity."  I  was  not  aware  then,  and 
I  am  not  aware  now,  that  the  men  whom  I  saved  were,  or  ever  had  been,  bis 
prisoners.  Whether  any  of  the  circumstances  which  had  preceded  the  sinking 
of  the  Alabama  constituted  them  prisoners  was  a  question  that  never  came 
under  my  consideration,  and  one  which  I  am  not  disposed  to  discuss  even  now. 
I  can  only  say  that  it  is  new  doctrine  to  me,  that  when  one  ship  sinks  another- 
in  warfare  the  crew  of  the  sunken  ship  are  debarred  from  swimming  for  their 
lives  and  seeking  refuge  wherever  they  can  find  it,  and  it  is  a  doctrine  which  I 
shall  not  accept,  unless  backed  by  better  authority  than  that  of  the  master  of 
the  Kearsarge.  What  Captain  Winslow's  notion  of  humanity  may  be  is  a  point 
beyond  my  knowledge,  but  I  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  not  many 
members  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron  would,  from  "motives  of  humanity,"  have 
taken  Captain  Semmes  from  the  water  in  order  to  give  him  up  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  Captain  Winslow  and  his  compatriots.  Another  reason  than  that 
assigned  by  your  correspondent  for  that  hero's  forbearance  may  be  imagined  in 
the  reflection  that  such  a  performance  as  that  of  Oaptain  Wilkes,  who  dragged 
two  "enemies"  or  "rebels"  from  an  English  ship,  would  not  bear  repetition. 
Your  anonymous  correspondent  further  says,  that  "  Captain  Winslow  would 
now  have  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Alabama  as  prisoners,  had  he  not 
placed  too  much  confidence  in  the  honor  of  an  Englishman  who  carried  the  flag 
of  the  royal  yacht  squadron."  This  is  a  very  questionable  assertion  ;  for  why 
did  Captain  Winslow  confide  in  that  Englishman  ?  Why  did  he  implore  his 
interference,  calling  out,  "For  God's  sake,  do  what  you  can  to  save  them?"  I 
presume  it  was  because  he  could  not  or  would  not  save  them  himself.  The 
tact  is,  that  if  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  had  depended  for  safety 
.altogether  upon  Captain  Winslow,- not  one  half  of  them  would  have  been  saved. 
He  got  quite  as  many  of  them  as  he  could  lay  hold  of  time  enough  to  deliver 
them  from  drowning. 
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I  come  now  to  the  more  definite  charges  advanced  by  your  correspondents, 
and  these  I  will  soon  dispose  of.  They  maintain  that  my  yacht  was  in  the 
harbor  of  Cherbourg  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Alabama,  and  that  her 
movements  before  the  action  prove  that  she  attended  her  for  the  same  object. 
My  impression  is  that  the  yacht  was  in  Cherbourg  to  suit  my  convenience  and 
pleasure,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  when  there  I  neither  did,  nor  intended  to  do, 
anything  to  serve  the  Alabama.  We  steamed  out  on  Sunday  morning  to  see 
the  engagement,  and  the  resolution  to  do  so  was  the  result  of  a  family  council 
whereat  the  question  "to  go  out'*  or  "not  go  out'*  was  duly  discussed,  and  the 
decision  in  the  affirmative  was  carried  by  the  juveniles  rather  against  the  wish 
of  both  myself  and  my  wife.  Had  I  contemplated  taking  any  part  in  the 
movements  of  the  Alabama,  I  do  not  think  I  should  have  been  accompanied  with 
my  wife  and  several  young  children.  One  of  your  correspondents,  however, 
says  that  he  knows  that  the  Deerhound  did  assist  the  Alabama,  and  if  he  does 
know  this  he  knows  more  than  I  do.  As  to  the  movements  of  the  Deerhound 
before  the  action,  all  the  movements  with  which  I  was  acquainted  were  for  the 
objects  of  enjoying  the  summer  morning,  and  getting  a  good  and  safe  place 
from  which  to  watch  the  engagement.  Another  of  your  correspondents  declares 
that  since  the  aflfair  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  Deerhound  was  a  consort 
of  the  Alabama,  and  on  the  night  before  had  received  many  valuable  articles 
for  safe-keeping  from  that  vessel.  This  is  simply  untrue.  Before  the  engage- 
ment neither  I  nor  any  of  my  family  had  any  knowledge  of  or  communication 
with  either  Captain  Semmes,  any  of  his  officers,  or  any  of  his  crew.  Since  the 
fight  I  have  inquired  from  my  captain  whether  he  or  any  of  my  crew  had  had 
any  communication  with  the  captain  or  crew  of  the  Alabama  prior  to  meeting 
them  on  the  Deerhound  after  the  engagement,  and  his  answer,  given  in  the 
most  emphatic  manner,  has  been  "None  whatever."  As  to  the  deposit  of 
chronometers  and  other  valuable  articles,  the  whole  story  is  a  myth.  Nothing  was 
brought  from  the  Alabama  to  the  Deerhound,  and  I  never  heard  of  the  tale 
until  I  saw  it  in  an  extract  from  your  own  columns.  After  the  fight  was  over, 
the  drowning  men  picked  up,  and  the  Deerhound  steaming  away  to  South- 
ampton, some  of  the  officers  who  had  been  saved  began  to  express  their 
acknowledgments  for  my  services,  and  my  reply  to  them,  which  was  addressed 
also  to  all  who  stood  around,  was  :  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  no  need  to  give  me 
any  special  thanks.  I  should  have  done  exactly  tlie  same  for  the  other  people, 
if  they  had  needed  it."  Thi6  speech  would  have  been  a  needless,  and  in- 
deed an  absurd  piece  of  hypocrisy,  if  there  had  been  any  league  or  alliance 
between  the  Alabama  and  the  Deerhound. 

Both  your  correspondents  agiee  in  maintaining  that  Captain  Semmes  and 
such  of  his  crew  as  were  taken  away  by  the  Deerhound  are  bound  in  honor  to 
consider  themselves  still  as  prisoners  and  to  render  themselves  to  their  lawful 
captors  as  soon  as  practicable.  This  is  a  point  which  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  discuss  it.  My  object  in  this  letter  is  merely  to 
vindicate  my  conduct  from  misrepresentation ;  and  I  trust  that  in  ifiming  at 
this  I  have  not  transgressed  any  of  your  rules  of  correspondence,  and  shall 
therefore  be  entitled  to  a  place  in  your  columns. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  LANCASTER. 

HiNDLRV  Hall,  Wigan,  June  27,  1864. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  747.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  Mrs.  Rose  Greenhow  is  scarcely  a  person  of  sufficient  consequence  to 
call  for  any  special  report  of  her  proceedings  in  this  place.    The  object  of  a 
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Tiait  which  she  made  to  me  was  to  solicit  my  interposition  to  obtain  the  parole 
of  a  person  by  the  name  of  Wilson,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Alabama  taken 
prisoner  and  now  on  board  of  the  Kearsarge.  I  replied  to  her  request  by  say- 
ing that  I  had  already  understood  from  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Kearsarge  that 
.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  had  been  paroled  to  come  to  London,  was  intending  to  visit 
me  himself.  It  was  only  by  personal  conference  that  I  could  judge  of  the 
nature  of  his  application.  Mrs.  Greenhow  left  me  to  infer  that  she  had  taken 
the  step  without  consultation  with  him,  as  she  did  not  appear  to  know  where 
he  was  to  be  found.  She,  however,  said  that  she  would  write  to  him  on  board 
the  ship  to  let  him  know  that  I  would  sec  him,  and  then  took  her  leave.  There 
was  no  other  conversation. 

The  young  man  came  accordingly  a  day  or  two  since  to  ask  me  to  write  a 
line  to  Captain  Winslow  in  favor  of  his  object.  His  health  has  become  much 
impaired,  and  he  was  very  anxious  to  return  to  America.  He  should  rigidly 
observe  his  engagement  not  to  serve  in  any  way  against  the  United  States,  unless 
he  was  regularly  exchanged. 

The  officer  of  the  Kearsarge,  to  whom  I  have  already  referred  as  mentioning 
this  case  to  me,  spoke  well  of  him,  as  having  scrupulously  adhered  to  his  notion 
of  his  obligation  to  surrender  when  so  many  other  officers  evaded  it ;  and  told 
me,  also,  that  Captain  Winslow  was  inclined  to  grant  the  request,  if  I  should 
authorize  him  to  do  so. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  wrote  a  note  to  Captain  WiAslow  declining  to 
assume  any  authority  in  the  matter,  as  out  of  my  province.  At  the  same 
time  I  added,  that  if,  in  his  judgment,  the  case  was  one  which  merited  discrimi- 
nation from  all  others,  by  reason  of  ill  health  or  other  good  cause,  I  should  be 
ready  to  concur  in  his  opinion  in  case  he  should  decide  to  grant  the  request, 
mnder  suitable  conditions. 

I  report  this  proceeding  in  order  to  avoid  all  possibility  of  misunderstanding 
the  extent  of  my  agency  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  dc,  d:c. 


Mr,  Ada?ns  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  748.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  15,  1864. 
Sir  :  John  Seymour,  the  London  shipping  agent,  referred  to  in  my  No.  737  of 
the  7th  instant  as  having  been  indicted  for  a  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
in  engaging  men  to  serve  on  board  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  insurgents  in 
the  United  States,  plead  guilty  yesterday  to  the  charge.  I  herewith  forward 
a  copy  of  the  Times  containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G, 


[From  the  London  Times  of  July  15,  1864.] 
Central  Crimlnal  Court,  Jtdy  14. — Old  Court. 

{Before  Lord  Chief  Justice  Earle.) 

John  Seymour,  a  shipping  agent  living  in  Wellclose  square,  pleaded  "guilty" 
to  an  indictment  charging  him  with  a  misdemeanor  under  the  foreign  enlistment 
act. 
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The  solicitor  general  and  Mr.  Giffard,  instructed  by  tlie  solicitor  to  the  trea- 
sury, were  counsel  for  the  crown ;  and  Mr.  Metcalfe,  with  whom  was  Mr.  F.  H. 
Lewis,  had  been  retained  for  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  with  the  vi^w  to  a  mitigation  of  punishment,  stated  that  up  to 
the  present  time  the  prisoner  had  borne  a  good  character,  and  had  lived  in  onq 

Elace  for  many  years,  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  shipping  agent.  It  might 
e  that  he  had  acted  illegally,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  he  was  doing  wrong, 
and  the  men  he  hired  were  simply  hired  as  firemen,  and  not  for  any  naval  or 
military  service. 

The  solicitor  general  said  the  object  of  this  prosecution,  on  the  part  of  the 
crown,  was  rather  prevention  than  punishment.  It  was  deemed  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  a  system  which  had  been  carried  on  for  some  time  of 
enlisting  persons  in  the  service  of  foreign  states.  He  was  willing  to  believe 
that  the  prisoner  had  hitherto  borne  a  respectable  character,  and  he  was  bound 
to  say  he  had  been  rather  a  subordinate  agent  in  the  transaction  than  a  principal. 
Under  those  circumstances,  as  far  as  the  crown  was  concerned,  he  should  be 
satisfied  if  the  prisoner  were  discharged  on  his  own  recognizances  to  appear  and 
receive  judgment  if  called  upon ;  but  it  must  be  on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  in  the  event  of  the  slightest  repetition  of  the  offence  he  would  be  called 
upon  to  surrender  himself  and  receive  sentence. 

Chief  Justice  Erie  said  he  was  disposed  to  accede  to  the  suggestion.  It  could 
hardly  be  too  well  known  in  these  times  that  the  law  prohibited  the  enlistment 
of  persons  for  any  military  or  naval  purpose,  and  also  the  procuring,  or  endeav- 
oring to  procure,  persons  so  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  a  foreign  belligerent  state 
at  peace  with  us.  The  law  was,  therefore,  violated  in  this  case  by  sending  out 
firemen  to  serve  on  board  a  vessel-of-war  of  a  foreign  state.     The  prisoner  had 

5 leaded  "  guilty,"  but  as  the  counsel  for  the  crown  would  be  satisfied  if  he  were 
ischarged  on  his  own  recognizances  to  appear  and  receive  judgment  if  called 
upon,  he  was  discharged  accordingly.  If  the  offence  was  repeated  the  judgment 
would  be  a  severe  one,  but  if  the  prisoner  abstained  from  the  repetition  of  it  he 
would  hear  no  more  of  the  matter. 


Mr.  Seward  io  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1035.]  Department  of  Statk, 

Washington,  July  15,  18G4. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June,  No.  731,  has  been  received.  It 
relates  to  the  proceedings  which  you  have  taken  in  regard  to  the  interference 
of  the  royal  yacht  association  steamer  Deerhound  in  the  battle  between  the 
Kearsarge  and  the  pirate  Alal^ama,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  notes 
which  passed  between  Earl  Russell  and  yourself  on  that  subject.  These  papers 
have  been  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  representation  which  you  have  made  to  Earl  Russell  accords,  so  far  as 
it  goes,  with  the  instructions  conveyed  in  my  No.  1025  of  the  8th  instant^  and 
is  approved. 

I  regret  to  find  in  Earl  Russell's  answer  what  seems  to  me  an  apparent 
misapprehension  of  the  case,  which  was  very  well  presented  by  you  on  the  part 
of  this  government.  Your  complaint  was  not,  as  be  seems  to  suppose,  that  the 
Deerhound  rescued  the  drowning  pirates.  Your  complaint  was,  that  the  Deer- 
hound,  being  a  British  (therefore  ostensibly  a  neutral)  vessel,  interfered  with  a 
view  to  aid  in  effecting  the  escape  of  a  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
Alabama,  who  had  already  sunendered  themselves  as  prisoners  of  war ;  and 
that  the  pirates  rescued  by  that  intervention  were  brought  into  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  they  now  are  within  that  kingdom,  in  readiness  to  enter 
the  same  unlawful  and  hostile  service  on  the  first  opportunity. 
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In  making  that  complaint,  you  distinctlj  informed  Earl  BussoU  that  the 
Alabama  had  been  surrendered,  and  was  sinking,  and  that  a  portion  of  the  crew 
was  struggling  in  the  waves ;  that  Captain  Winslow,  who  was  then  engaged 
in  rescuing  these  drowning  persons,  saw  the  Deerhound  approach,  and  solicited 
the  commander  of  that  vessel  to  assist  in  that  humane  duty ;  that  he,  acceding 
to  that  request,  did  rescue  from  the  sea  more  than  forty  of  these  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  and  then  he  conveyed  them  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Kearsarge, 
and  placed  them  under  the  protection  of  the  neutral  British  flag.  In  fact,  the 
Deerhound  intervened  to  perform  an  office  of  humanity,  at  the  request  of  the 
Kearsarge.  She  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  her,  and  directly  restored 
to  the  attitude  of  combatants  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  whom  she  had 
rescued.  Earl  Russell  intimates  an  opinion  that  it  was  only  an  act  of  humanity 
on  the  part  of  the  Deerhound  to  lift  up  and  take  Semmes  and  his  men  from  the 
waves.  The  earl  argues,  that  if  those  persons  had  not  been  so  taken  from  the 
sea,  they  would  in  all  probability  have  been  drowned,  and  thus  would  never 
have  been  in  the  situation  of  prisoners  of  war.  Earl  Russell  further  observes,  in 
that  connexion,'  that  it  does  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any  part  of  the  duty  of  a 
neutral  to  assist  in  making  prisoners  of  men  for  one  of  the  belligerents. 

I  have  to  observe,  upon  these  remarks  of  Earl  Russell,  that  it  was  the  right 
of  the  Kearsarge  that  the  pirates  should  drown,  unless  saved  by  humane  exer- 
tions of  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  vessel,  or  by  their  own  cflForts,  without  the 
aid  of  the  Deerhound.  The  men  were  either  already  actually  prisoners,  or  they 
were  desperately  pursued  by  the  Kearsarge.  If  they  had  perished,  the  Kear- 
sarge would  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  lawful  destruction  of  so  many  enemies ; 
if  they  had  been  recovered  by  the  Kearsarge,  with  or  without  the  aid  of  the 
Deerhound,  then  the  voluntary  surrender  of  those  persons  would  have  been 
perfected,  and  they  would  have  been  prisoners.  In  neither  case  would  they 
nave  remained  hostile  confederates. 

The  Deerhound,  by  taking  the  men  from  the  waves,  and  conveying  them 
within  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  deprived  the  United  States  of  the  lawful  benefits 
of  a  lon^  and  costly  pursuit  and  successful  battle. 

I  freely  admit  that  it  is  no  part  of  a  neutral's  duty  to  assist  in  making  captives 
for  a  belligerent ;  but  I  maintain  it  to  be  equally  clear,  that,  so  far  from  being 
neutrality,  it  is  direct  hostility  for  a  stranger  to  intervene  and  rescue  men  who 
had  been  cast  into  the  ocean  in  battle,  and  tlien  convey  them  away  from  under 
the  conqueror's  guns. 

Earl  Kussell  seems  to  have  expressed  the  opinions  which  I  have  thus  con- 
troverted without  having  previously  investigated  the  case  with  his  customary 
deliberation.  He  promises  you  that  he  will  address  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound 
on  the  subject.  We  may,  therefore,  yet  expect,  if  not  a  more  favorable,  at  least 
a  more  considerate  answer  than  that  which  is  now  before  me. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  previous  instructions  and  the  remarks  which  I  have 
now  made  will  apprise  you  of  the  views  of  the  case  which  this  government  has 
adopted,  so  far  as  it  has  now  been  developed.  I  perceive,  with  regret,  that  Earl 
Russell  takes  no  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  Alabama  was  not  a  vessel  built, 
armed,  manned,  equipped,  and  fitted  out  by  the  insurgents  in  the  waters  of  our 
own  country;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  she  was  built,  manned,  armed,  and 
equipped  by  13ritish  subjects  in  a  British  port,  and  that  her  crew  were  enlisted 
and  organized,  and  have  until  this  time  been  constantly  paid,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Great  Britain.  No  matter  how  valid  were  the  excuses  of  the  British 
government  for  failing  to  prevent  the  original  departure  of  the  Alabama  from 
her  ports  to  wage  war  against  the  United  States,  it  seems  to  me  that  now,  when 
the  commander  and  a  portion  of  her  crew  have  been  rescued  by  the  intervention 
of  British  subjects,  in  violation  of  the  national  neutrality,  and  conveyed  within 
British  jurisdiction,  the  retaining,  harboring,  and  protecting  them  by  the  British 
government  would  be,  not  merely  wrongful  and  injurious  of  itself,  but  an  aggra 
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vation  of  the  wrong  against  the  United  States  which  was  perpetrated  in  the 
original  construction  and  despatch  of  the  hostile  vessel. 

I  perceive  that,  in  a  letter  which  purports  to  have  been  written  by  the  owner 
of  the  Deerhound,  he  denies  that  ho  held  communication  with  the  Alabama  before 
the  battle,  and  denies  also  that  he  accepted  a  deposit  of  valuables  from  Semmes, 
the  commander  of  the  pirates.  I  shall  be  happy  if  these  denials  shall  be  con- 
firmed. The  questions  which  have  arisen  out  of  the  transaction  are  sufficiently 
embarrassing,  even  when  that  aggravation  of  the  case  is  removed. 

The  President  is  not  seeking  for  offences  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ;  but 
he  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  United 
States  on  the  high  seas,  as  they  are  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations,  against 
all  unlawful  combinations  and  resistance. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  consider  our  represent- 
ation in  a  just  and  candid  spirit;  for  I  feel  well  assured  that  we  are  asking 
from  Great  Britain,  in  this  case,  just  what,  if  the  situation  of  the  parties  were 
reversed,  she  would  have  promptly  asked,  and  we  should  have  freely  conceded 
to  herself. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfv.,  S^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1039.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  30th  of  June,  No.  734,  has  been  received.  The 
letter  of  Lancaster,  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound,  does  not  effectively  relieve  his 
position  in  the  affair  of  the  Alabama.  The  telegraphic  article  is  none  the  less 
significant,  because  it  is  exceptional,  and  it  may,  I  think,  be  regarded  as  furnishing 
some  proof  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  conscience  of  the  British 
people  is  not  so  certain  to  approve  of  lenity  on  the  part  of  the  ministry  in 
answering  our  request  for  explanations  concerning  the  intervention  of  the  Deer- 
hound,  as  was  at  first  expected. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^•.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1041.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtuny  July  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  My  despatches  were  delayed  last  week  by  reason  of  the  interruption  of 
the  postal  and  telegraphic  lines  between  this  city  and  Philadelphia.  An  in- 
surgent force,  of  unascertained  strength,  was  then  in  front  of  this  capital,  but 
it  had  not  excited  serious  alarm.  The  enemy  withdrew  by  night,  on  the  12th 
instant,  and  has  since  retired  into  Virginia.  Not  only  the  actual  number  of  the 
intruding  force,  but  also  its  expectations  and  purposes,  yet  remain  a  subject  of 
earnest  speculation.  I  express  on  these  points  conclusions  which  I  have  drawn 
chiefly  from  my  own  inquiries  and  observations. 

General  Hunter,  in  May  last,  leaving  a  considerable  portion  of  his  command 
at  Harper's  Ferry  and  its  vicinity,  proceeded  up  the  valley  of  Virginia  to  operate 
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upon  the  western  and  Boutli western  military  communications  of  Richmond.  He 
effected  his  object.  Before  that  time,  however,  Lee  had  organized  a  column 
and  sent  it  out  to  resist  and  chastise  Hunter.  This  column  is  understood  to 
have  been  twenty-two  thousand  men,  besides  cavalry.  It  largely  exceeded 
Hunter's  forces.  Hunter  retired  before  it,  and  proceeded  safely  to  the  Ohio 
river.  There  he  gathered  transport,  and  put  his  weary  column  in  motion  upon 
the  river,  designing  to  disembark  at  Parkersburg,  and  return  thence  by  railroad 
to  Harper's  Ferry.  A  season  of  unusual  drought  intervened,  and  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  fell,  rendering  the  moving  of  the  transports  slow  and  difficult.  The 
residuary  force  at  Harper's  Ferry  was  not  formidable,  and  so,  practically,  the 
valley  was  lefc  open  for  the  insurgent  columns  which  Hunter  had  left  behind 
him  at  Lynchburg.  That  column  remounted  the  dismounted  cavalry,  with 
horses  taken  in  its  progress,  and  was  probably  re-enforced  by  recruits  also,  and 
thus  strengthened  came  down  the  valley.  General  Sigel  retired  before  the  in- 
traders,  first  from  Martiusburg  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  then  across  the  Potomac 
to  Maryland  heights,  on  the  opposite  Dank.  The  enemy  once  moie  broke  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  unopposed  made  their  way  over  the  upper 
fords  of  the  Potomac,  crossed  the  South  Mountain,  and  arrived  at  Frederick.  In 
the  mean  time  Hunter's  forces,  arriving  at  Parkersburg,  were  making  their  way, 
although  too  late,  yet  with  good  succej*8,  towards  Harper's  Ferry,  and  General 
Grant,  at  Petersburg,  sent  up  the  6th  army  corps  to  insure  the  safety  of  Baltimore 
and  Washington.  The  19th  army  corps,  from  Red  river,  then  at  sea,  were  under 
orders  to  join  the  army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  James  river.  Orders  were  now 
given  that  this  19th  corps,  on  coming  in  at  Fortress  Moni'oe,  should,  without 
disembarkation,  proceed  to  Washington.  While  the  enemy  approached  Fred- 
erick, General  Wallace,  combining  a  few  troops  that  could  be  spared  from  the 
garrison  at  Baltimore  with  Rickets's  division,  the  only  portion  of  the  6th  corps 
that  had  yet  arrived,  then  proceeded  to  Frederick,  expecting  there  to  effect  a 
junction  with  Hunter ;  but  he  had  not  yet  reached  Harper's  Ferry.  General 
Wallace,  with  his  very  scanty  forces,  on  the  9th  instant,  took  a  position  in  front 
of  the  bridge  at  Monocacy,  which  is  a  key  equally  to  Washington  and  Balti- 
more. The  enemy,  with  a  force  double  that  of  Wallace,  and  also  a  great  ad- 
vantage of  position,  after  a  bloody  battle,  which  lasted  eight  hours,  carried  the 
bridge,  and  Wallace  fell  back  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  Ellicott's  Mills. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  at  least  equal  to  our  own  in  that  protracted  and 
heroic  conflict.  The  enemy,  however,  encountered  no  opposing  force  in  Mary- 
land. They  scattered  their  cavalry  northward,  eastward,  and  southward,  and 
struck  the  Pennsylvania  Central  railroad,  and  then  the  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more railroad,  at  Gunpowder  creek,  the  suburbs  of  Baltimore,  the  suburbs  of 
Washington,  and  the  Washington  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
near  Bladensburg.  Their  infantry  and  artillery  forces  were  under  command  of 
Early,  who  was  supported  by  Breckinridge  and  McCausland.  They  deployed 
in  a  south-easterly  direction  from  Rockville  to  Leesbui-g,  which  is  on  the  con- 
tinuation of  what  is  known  in  this  city  as  7th  street.  From  this  line  they  threw 
forward  a  considerable  force  for  observation,  and  thus  menaced  Fort  Stevens. 

This  observing  force  remained  in  that  position  from  Monday  morning  until 
Tuesday  evening,  and  the  space  between  them  and  the  fortifications  was  a  scene 
of  uninterrupted  skirmishes  between  the  cavalry  and  sharpshooters  of  the  re- 
spective parties.  While  the  enemy  were  making  these  demonstrations,  the  for- 
tifications which  were  threatened  were  duly  manned  by  the  troops  belonging  to 
the  garrison,  by  newly  raised  levies,  and  by  portions  of  the  6th  corps  and  of  the 
19th  corps,  which  had  by  this  time  begun  to  debark  at  the  wharves.  A  force 
of  2,000  men  sent  out  from  Fort  Stevens  on  Tuesday  evening  assaulted  the 
enemy  with  spirit  and  decision.  They  retired  to  their  main  lino.  In  this  en- 
gagement each  party  lost  about  300  killed  and  wounded.  That  night  tlio 
enemy's  sharpshooters  were  replaced  by  cavalry  pickets,  and  on  Wednesday 
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morning,  the  13tb,  their  cavalry  disappeared.  At  the  same  time,  the  insurgents 
withdrew  from  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  and  a  column  of  considerable  strength 
was  despatched  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  from  this  city  to  pursue  the  enemy 
across  the  Potomac.  Telegraphic  connexion  was  promptly  restored,  and  the 
railroads  in  all  directions,  although  not  altogether  repaired,  are  carrying  their 
freights  and  passengers  to  and  from  Philadelphia  with  almost  their  customary 
punctuality. 

Doubtlessly  the  enemy  thought,  when  he  found  the  valley  open  to  him,  that 
a  raid  into  Maryland  would  yield  him  supplies  of  provisions  and  horses  to  com- 
pensate the  risk  and  cost.  Doubtlessly  he  thought  it  possible  that  he  might 
surprise  the  government  in  a  defenceless  condition  at  Baltimore  and  Washington. 
Doubtlessly,  also,  he  reckoned  upon  some  political  effect  to  result  from  a  panic 
to  be  excited  by  even  the  menace  of  Washington.  Finally,  it  is  well  estab- 
lished that  he  expected  through  that  panic  to  oblige  the  general  government  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Petersburg. 

General  Grant  is  still  persevering  in  the  siege.  The  news  that  General 
Sherman  has  at  last  pursued  the  enemy  from  all  his  mountain  fastnesses,  and  is 
now  between  the  Chattahoochee  and  Atlanta,  is  confirmed.  His  communica- 
tions still  reiiiain  unbroken,  and  the  forces  which  protect  them  have  suffered  no 
discomfiture.     He  is  now  advancing  upon  Atlanta. 

We  are  preparing  to  call  out  additional  forces,  in  the  hope  of  closing  the  war 
with  the  present  campaign. 

Insurgent  emissaries  have  appeared  on  the  Canada  frontier.  They  are  osten- 
tatiously making  it  known  to  tne  timid  and  the  treacherous  that  they  have  come 
with  offers  of  peace.  Credulous  persons  believe  them.  But  thus  far,  although 
there  are  channels  enough  for  any  overtures,  none  have  been  made  to  the  gov- 
ernment. It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  real  object  of  the  pretended  commissioners 
is  an  intngue,  with  a  view  to  effect  upon  the  annual  election.  The  Florida, 
making  Bermuda  her  base,  has  been  committing  depredations  off  the  capes  of 
the  Chesapeake.  A  proper  force  has  been  sent  out  to  find  her. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 

Charlbs  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  SfC,  8fc,,  ifc. 


Mr  Adains  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  761.]  Legation  op  the  Umted  States, 

London,  July  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  During  the  last  year  a  very  elaborate  effort  has  been  made  to  organize 
and  concentrate  public  opinion  in  this  country  in  favor  of  some  form  of  inter- 
vention in  the  struggle  in  America.  The  shape  which  it  finally  took  was  the 
circulation  by  a  self-constituted  association  of  petitions  to  Parliament  in  favor 
of  a  movement  to  bring  about  a  cessation  of  bloodshed. 

The  motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Lindsay  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  which  I 
have  made  mention  heretofore,  was  the  object  on  which  the  results  of  these 
combined  operations  upon  the  people  were  to  be  brought  to  bear. 

I  now  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Observer  of  Sunday,  the  17th  instant, 
containing  a  report  of  the  interview  between  a  deputation  of  this  society  and 
the  prime  minister,  Lord  Palmerston,  which  took  place  on  the  day  before.  I 
also  send  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  Monday,  the  18th  instant,  which  con- 
tains a  leader  on  the  subject,  evidently  prompted. 

The  sum  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  whole  movement  has  come  to  nothing. 
Circumstances  had  not  been  so  favorable  as  had  been  hoped.  I  am  not  sore 
that  the  advance  of  the  rebels,  of  which  we  are  just  getting  the  intelligence,  waa 
not  partly  designed  to  support  it.    If  so,  it  has  come  a  little  too  late.     The 
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whole  drift  of  the  great  debate  which  secured  the  continuance  of  the  ministry 
in  their  places  was  to  confirm  their  action  in  the  only  part  of  their  foreign  policy 
which  has  not  been  attacked. 

Thus  ends  the  fourth  session  of  Parliament  since  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities in  America.  Considering  the  notorious  and  now  undisguised  desire  of 
the  great  majority  to  sec  effected  the  disruption  of  the  United  States,  sustained 
and  encouraged  as  it  has  been  by  the  partial  success,  in  resistance,  of  the  rebels, 
I  cannot  but  feel  that  this  issue  is  one  upon  which  we  may  congratulate  our- 
selves. In  all  essential  particulars  the  rebel  position  in  Europe  has  gained  no 
strength  from  time.  Its  audacious  attempts  to  organize  a  navy  in  this  kingdom, 
which,  at  one  moment,  received  the  flattering  applause  of  Mr.  Gladstone  as  an 
accomplished  fact,  have  utterly  failed.  Its  intrigues  ramified  all  over  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  through  agents  and  presses  suborned  to  circulate  the  most  un- 
scmpulous  misrepresentations  of  the  truth,  have  availed  them  little.  Even  the 
jealousy  and  fear  of  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  which  is  the  true  founda- 
tion of  all  the  sympathy  with  them  that  is  to  be  found  among  the  influential 
classes  of  Europe,  have  been  effective  only  in  blunting  to  a  partial  extent  the 
moral  sensibilities,  that  would  otherwise  have  been  deeply  shocked  at  the  an- 
nouncement of  an  attempt,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  by  a  portion  of  one  race, 
to  found  a  new  government  upon  the  absolute  permanent  subjection,  so  far  as 
human  power  may  avail,  of  another  portion  of  their  fellow-men. 

Such  being  the  actual  condition  of  things  on  this  side  of  the  water,  the  field 
seems  to  remain  open  in  America  for  the  completion  of  the  work  we  have  in 
hand.  The  original  scheme  of  a  slaveholding  oligarchy  over  the  entire  region 
in  which  slavery  was  recognized  by  law  in  America  has  proved  visionary.  In 
its  present  impaired  i^nd  mutilated  condition,  it  can  now  be  entertained  only  in 
connexion  with  the  comparatively  limited  region  within  four  or  ^vq  States  re- 
maining under  military  subjection.  It  is  most  earnestly  to  be  wished  that  the 
ensuing  year,  in  putting  s^  end  to  all  further  hopes  of  its  practicability,  even  in 
that  remnant,  will  at  the  same  time  close  all  further  motive  for  continuing  the 
deplorable  struggle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  S^c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  752.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  My  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Lord 
Russell,  on  the  19th  instant,  and  certain  printed  notices  enclosed,  restricting  the 
approach  to  this  city  of  vessels  loaded  with  combustibles.  I  send  likewise  a 
copy  of  my  reply  of  Ihe  20th.  I  have  sent  a  note  to  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at 
this  place,  on  the  subject,  together  with  some  of  the  notices,  in  order  that  our 
war  steamers  may  be  promptly  apprised  of  it.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  that 
any  of  them  think  of  coming  up  here. 

The  Kearsarge  has  been  at  Dover,  but  has  now  left,  and  the  Sacramento  has 
taken  her  place.  The  twenty-four  hours'  rule  compels  these  vessels  to  keep  at 
a  distance,  if  they  remain.  I  think  the  effect  of  their  presence  is  to  put  a  check 
on  the  operations  of  the  rebel  agents  and  their  sympathizers  here  and  in  France. 
They  appear  to  confine  themselves  to  fitting  out  such  steamers  as  the  Hawk 
and  Alexandra,  now  called  the  Mary,  nominally  to  run  the  blockade,  but  possi- 
bly to  be  used  hereafter,  in  other  ways,  if  opportunity  should  offer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ijx:.,  ^r^. 
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Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 


Foreign  Office,  July  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copies  of  a  notice 
which  has  been  issued  by  command  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
prohibiting  vessels  from  coming  up  the  Thames  above  Galleons  with  powder, 
live  shells,  or  combustible  stores  on  board,  without  special  permission  from  the 
admiralty;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  request' that  you  will  communicate  the  same 
to  your  government,  with  a  view  to  this  regulation  being  observed  by  the  veaBels 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

RUSSELL. 

€harlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4«»  4'p»  ^c- 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  Umthd  States, 

London,  July  20,  18C4. 
Mv  Lord:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  19th  instant* 
transmitting  to  me  some  printed  copies  of  a  notice  issued  by  the  proper  authori- 
ties, prohibiting  vessels  coming  up  above  a  certain  point  of  the  Thames  with 
powder  or  combustibles,  without  special  permission  from  the  admiralty. 

I  shall  take  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  n-equest  that  I  should  com- 
municate the  same  to  my  government,  and  I  shall  likewise  transmit  a  copy  at 
once  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  port. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  whicn  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Ru^^sbll,  Sfc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Notice. 

Admiralty,  July  6, 1864. 

No  vessel  whatever  is  allowed  to  come  up  the  river  Thames  above  Galleons, 
with  powder,  live  shells,  or  combustible  stores  on  board,  without  special  per- 
mission from  the  admiralty. 

Application  should  be  made  by  foreign  vessels  to  the  respective  consuls  as  to 
ihe  arrangements  for  landing  and  safe  custody  of  the  powder,  &c. 

By  command  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty. 

C.  PAGET. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Ada?ns. 


No.  1042.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  26,  18G4. 
Sir  :  During  the  past  week  public  attention  has  been  concentrated  upon 
Atlanta.     When  General  Sherman  had  fully  crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  the  in- 
surgent General  Johnson  was  replaced  by  Hood.     On  the  22d  instant  General 
Sherman  was  disposing  of  his  columns  with  a  view  to  an  advance.     On  th« 
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other  handi  the  enemy,  after  manoeuvring  with  skill,  fell  upon  the  column  of 
McPherson  with  great  vehemence.  That  able  and  magnanimous  commander  fell 
hj  the  ball'  of  a  sharpshooter  before  the  battle  began.  His  command  was 
assumed  by  General  Logan.  The  battle  became  general,  and  was  fought  with 
great  tenacity.  The  enemy  was  repulsed  at  every  point  and  our  forces  held 
the  battle-field.  Our  whole  loss  was  about  two  thousand.  We  found  one 
thousand  of  the  enemy's  dead  on  the  field,  and  their  aggregate  loss  was  seven 
thousand. 

A  lai^e  part  of  the  city  of  Atlanta,  although  now  defended  by  Hood's  army, 
lies  within  the  range  of  our  guns.  The  city  has  four  railroad  military  communi- 
cations. The  road  to  Chattanooga  is  held  by  our  forces.  The  road  to  Augusta 
has  been  destroyed  by  General  Sherman,  throughout  a  distance  of  fifty  miles. 
The  road  to  Montgomery,  in  Alabama,  has  been  effectually  broken  at  Opelika. 
The  road  leading  to  3Iacon  alone  remains.  It  is  probable  that  it  will  not  escape 
the  attention  of  General  Sherman. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  General  Grant  in  front  of  Petersburg. 
His  army  is  in  excellent  condition.  While  he  has  no  fear  that  the  enemy  will 
attempt  to  assail  him,  he  is  at  the  same  time  neither  idle  nor  embarrassed  con- 
cernmg  a  plan  of  operations.  The  insurgent  raiding  force  which  lately  visited 
Maryland  retired  "tip  the  valley  before  General  Wright.  He  returned  to  his 
camp  near  Georgetown.  The  enemy  then  retraced  their  steps,  and  are  now  again 
advancing  towards  Harper's  Ferry.     Our  military  authorities  are  on  the  alert. 

The  insurgent  political  agents,  Clay  and  Holcomb,  who,  as  I  wrote  you  last 
week,  had  appeared  in  Canada,  attempting  to  practice  upon  the  American  peo- 
ple by  protestations  of  a  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents  at  Richmond  to 
make  peace  on  compatible  terms,  were  last  week  brought  directly  to  an  expla- 
nation, which  resulted  in  showing  to  the  whole  world,  what  was  already  well 
understood  here,  that  the  rebel  military  cabal  indulges  no  thought  of  peace,  ex- 
cept through  the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  Propo- 
sitions for  peace  must  come,  not  through  the  conspirators'  council  chamber,  but 
behind  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,^c.,  4^.,  Sfc. 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Is^e.  1043.]        •  Department  of  State. 

Washington,  July  27, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  and  have  laid  before  the  President  the  resolutions  which 
were  adopted  by  the  executive  of  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society  at  Man- 
chester, on  the  late  anniversary  of  American  independence. 

In  these  resolutions,  that  respected  association  acknowledge,  with  becoming 
gratitude,  that  vast  progress  and  signal  success  have  been  vouchsafed  by  the 
beneficent  Ruler  of  the  universe  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  Stated  in 
their  struggle  for  freedom  and  national  unity.  They  condemn,  in  terms  of  fit 
and  just  severity,  the  organization,  equipment,  and  despatch  of  piratical  vessels 
from  British  ports,  by  British  subjects,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations ;  and 
they  congratulate  the  President  upon  the  naval  victory  which  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Alabama.  The  association  denounce  the  massacres  which 
have  been  committed  at  Fort  Pillow  and  other  places,  of  negro  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  as  acts  of  barbaroufl 
15  c  • 
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inhumanity.  They  express  a  humane  satisfaction  with  the  repeal  of  the  laws 
for  the  recapture  and  restoration  of  fugitives  from  bondage.  They  declare  an 
earnest  desire  for  the  speedy  establishment  of  this  republic  on  the  firm  and  last- 
ing foundations  of  justice  and  freedom,  union  and  peace ;  and  they  expect  that 
these  sentiments  are  the  sentiments  of  the  mass  of  the  British  people. 

These  expressions  of  respect,  good  will,  and  affection  towards  the  United 
States  have  been  received  by  the  President  with  the  most  grateful  satisfaction. 
If  there  were  need,  the  sympathy  thus  manifested,  in  a  quarter  so  evidently  dis- 
interested and  just,  would  inspire  the  government  and  the  people  of  this  country 
with  new  resolution  to  rescue  their  institutions  from  the  dangerous  abyss  which 
American  slaveholders,  conspiring  with  foreign  enemies,  have  opened  before  us. 
You  will  communicate  these  acknowledgments  to  the  Union  and  Emancipation 
Society  in  such  terms  as  shall  not  be  discourteous  or  disrespectful  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 

I  atn,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  S^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1045.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  28,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  15th  of  July,  No.  748,  which  in- 
forms me  that  John  Seymour,  a  shipping  agent  for  the  piratical  service,  organ- 
ized in  Great  Britain,  has  pleaded  guilty  and  been  convicted  of  violating  the 
neutrality  laws  of  that  kingdom.  It  appears  from  the  newspaper  report  of  the 
trial  which  accompanies  your  despatch  that  the  court,  with  the  consent  of  the 
prosecution  for  the  government,  discharged  the  offender  without  punishment,  on 
condition  that  he  refrain  from  repeating  his  crime.  The  President  fears  that 
this  clemency  is  ill-judged.  Nevertheless,  appreciating  the  good  fiuth  and  en- 
ergy which  her  Majesty's  government  have  exhibited  in  securing  a  judicial 
decision  concerning  a  crime  against  the  United  States  which  has  too  long  been 

Practiced  with  impunity,  the  President  will  patiently  wait  to  see  whether  that 
ecision  has  the  salutary  effect  which  is  expected  by  the  authorities  of  Great 
Britain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^r.,  ^r. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1046.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  14th  of  July,  No.  747,  has  been  received.  This 
government  and  tne  whole  American  people  are  justly  so  full  of  admiration  and 
gratitude  to  Captain  Win  slow,  that  they  will  excuse  almost  any  error  of  judg- 
ment on  his  part  that  proceeds  from  magnanimity.  Nevertheless,  I  hope  that 
he  has  not  released  the  pirates  you  have  named,  or  any  other  of  the  pirates  he 
has  captured. 

The  insurgents  refuse  to  recognize  negro  soldiers,  when  captured,  as  entitled 
to  the  customary  privileges  of  prisioners  of  war ;  hence  has  resulted  an  absolute 
obstruction  of  all  exchanges.     Thousands  of  our  citizens  are  languishing  in  the 
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]»i80D8  of  the  traitors.  Certainly,  this  is  no  time  for  the  indulgence  of  charity 
towards  onr  enemies ;  while  guerillas  of  the  seas  .ire  lea?t  of  all  entitled  to  dis- 
criminating hnmanity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  ^r.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1049.]  Department  of  State, 

Wasliingtcn,  July  2S,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  and  have  read  with  deep  interest  your  despatch  of  the 
14th  of  July,  No.  744,  which  relates  to  the  closing  debate  on  the  resolution  of 
censure  of  the  ministry,  and  the  new  movement  of  Mr.  Lindsay  for  recognition 
of  the  insurgents,  and  the  announcement  that  the  session  of  Parliament  wiU 
come  to  an  end  to-day. 

Popular  sympathies  with  Denmark,  and  what  I  willingly  believe  are  partisan 
prejudices  against  the  United  States,  seem  to  have  been  the  chief  supports  of 
the  resolution,  while  prudential  regard  to  the  ultimate  attitude  of  the  United 
States  and  other  countries,  the  future  of  which  is  manifest  to  all  observers, 
seem  to  have  saved  the  government.     No  public  int«re8t  requires,  and  propriety 
forbids,  an  examination  on  my  part  of  the  purely  European  questions  which 
entered  into  the  debate.     I  wish  it  could  be  as  well  understood  in  Great  Britain 
as  it  is  here,  that  there  is  no  more  any  necessity  for  disturbance,  or  fear  of  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  than  there 
is  any  advantage  to  accrue  to  Great.  Britain  from  an  uncertainty  upon  that 
point.     The  United  States  are  unhappily  engaged  in  a  civil  war,  which,  on  the 
side  of  the  government,  is  an  involuntary,  yet  an  inevitable  and  emmently 
moral  contest.     Though  this  is  an  unusual  occurrence  in  our  experience,  yet 
civil  war  is  not  exceptional  in  the  general  experience  of  nations.     This  civil 
war  is  exclusively  our  own  affair ;  and  if  the  government  and  people  of  Great 
Britain  had  treated  it  as  such  from  the  first,  as  rigorously  as  they  habitually 
treat  civil  war  in  the  case  of  other  nations,  no  ill  feeling  would  have  been  en- 
gendered.    During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1863,  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  manifested  a  decided  determination  not  only  to  avoid  intervention,  but 
also  to  prevent  unlawful  naval  intervention  by  British  subjects.     This  manifes- 
tation produced  a  very  happy  effect  in  the  United  States.     Congress  assembled 
on  the  7th  of  December,  and  did  not  adjourn  until  the  4th  of  July.    The  Senate 
confirmed  a  treaty  which  I  had  negotiated  with  Lord  Lyons,  and  during  all 
that  long  session  not  one  expression  of  anger  or  discontent  towards  Great  Britain 
was  uttered  at  the  Capitol.     On  the  other  hand.  Parliament  assembled  in  Feb- 
ruary, and  the  civil  war  was  habitually  brought  up  for  debate  in  terms  which 
indicated,  or  seemed  to  indicate,  a  pretension  and  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  to  intervene,  if  not  forcibly,  yet  by  diplomacy,  in  our  civil  war? 
if  not  unaided,  at  least  with  the  support  of  one  or  more  European  allies.    Ques- 
tions arising  in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  affecting  the  rights  of  Great  Britain 
or  British  subjects,  have  been  invariably  brought  before  Parliament  and  the 
British  people  in  combination  with  denunciations  of  the  war  itself,  and  proposi- 
tions of  intervention  in  favor  of  the  insurgents.     While  the  ministry  have  not 
concurred  in  this  course  of  proceeding,  they  have  often  seemed  to  leave  it 
doubtful  whether  they  could  successfully  resist  what  was  generally  considered 
to  be  a  natural  proclivity  to  intervention.     Impossible  as  it  seems  to  be  for  the 
British  public  to  comprehend  the  real  character  and  the  actual  progress  of  the 
war,  there  is  one  fact  on  which  they  are  ilever  left  in  uncertainty,  namely,  that 
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all  foreign  pretensions  of  intervention,  or  even  of  mediation,  are  deemed  in  the 
United  States  not  only  officious,  but  alarming.  Consequently  our  means 
adopted  for  suppressing  the  insurrection  take  on  at  every  stage  another  and 
special  character — preparations  on  the  largest  possible  scale  to  resist  foreign 
aggression.  We  should  not  be  either  true  Americans  or  true  republicans  if  we 
were  not  even  more  unanimous  in  this  policy  than  we  are  in  overcoming  insur- 
gents, who,  though  now  enemies,  nevertheless  are,  and  always  must  be,  our 
countrymen  and  fellow-citizens.  It  is  thus  that  it  has  happened  that  though,  when 
the  British  Parliament  assembled,  it  found  amicable  dispositions  prevailing  be- 
tween the  governments  of  the  two  countries,  yet  when  that  body  adjourned  a 
necessity  seemed  to  have  arisen  for  guarding  against  a  possible  change  of  these 
relations.  We  read  that  British  subjects,  whose  ecclesiastical  and  political  rank 
and  position  are  supposed  to  lend  importance  to  their  proceedings,  and  who 
have  notoriously  and  officiously  aided  and  abetted  the  insurrection,  formally 
appealed  to  the  prime  minister,  at  the  close  of*  the  parliamentary  struggle,  to 
commit  the  British  government  to  some  form  of  joint  or  several  intervention  in 
the  United  States,  and  that  this  application  was  promptly  refused.  In  that 
refusal  her  Majesty's  government  have  done,  in  regard  to  this  country,  only  what 
this  government,  ever  since  the  war  began,  has  done  in  regard  to  Great  Britain. 
She  has  had  her  domestic  discontents,  less  grave  indeed  than  our  own,  in  the 
British  islands,  and  in  British  American  provinces,  in  India,  and  in  New  Zea- 
land. She  has  had  controversies  of  a  serious  nature  in  China,  and  especially  in 
Japan,  and  diplomatic  conflicts  with  the  European  powers.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  has  not  sought  to  increase  these  discontents,  and  exas- 
perate these  conflicts;  on  the  contrary,  whenever  it  could  not  lawfully  or 
properly  favor  British  interests,  this  government  has  been  silent ;  and  whenever 
it  could  lawfully  and  properly  favor  them,  it  has  given  them  generous  and 
cheerful  support.  There  is  now  ground  for  believing  that  the  traitorous  insur- 
gents have  abandoned  their  hopes  of  obtaining  a  naval  force  in  European  ports 
adeouate  to  raise  our  blockade,  and  are,  therefore,  leaving  the  British  coast  and 
the  British  shores.  If  this  fact  shall  prove  to  be  true,  the  ministry  will  be 
sensibly  relieved  of  an  embaiTassment  which  unnecessary  and  precipitate  tolera- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  the  war  rendered  unavoidable.  If  the  government  shall 
now  find  themselves  able,  as  we  have  no  doubt  they  are  well  disposed,  to  induce  the 
British  nation  to  leave  the  struggle  in  the  United  States  to  the  exclusive  care 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  peace  between  the  two  countries  may 
be  regarded  as  perpetual,  and  out  of  such  a  peace  feelings  of  amity  and  friend- 
ship must  come,  which  will  be  unquestionably  more  useful  than  any  merely 
political  convention  that  could  be  contracted  between  the  parties. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  753.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  JuJi/  28,  1864. 

Sir:  No  despatches  have  been  received  from  the  department  this  week. 
This  is  probably  to  be  attributed  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  railway  com- 
munication with  New  York  at  the  date  of  the  steamer's  departure. 

There  is  but  little  to  note  in  the  events  of  the  past  week.  Parliament  will 
be  prorogued  on  Saturday.     Meanwhile  the  attendance  is  small,  and  the  busi- 
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ness  .transacted  merely  winding  up.  Mr.  Lindsay's  movement  degenerates,  at 
last,  into  a  bare  inquiry  addressed  to  Lord  Palraerston.  I  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  London  l^mes  of  the  26th  instant,  containing  a  report  of  his  lordship's  rather 
curt  answer.  Thus  has  terminated  an  operation  which  has  cost  much  labor 
and  money  to  somebody  or  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ^  ^.,  4^.,  i^c. 


[From  the  London  Times  of  July  26,  1864.] 
THE  CIVn.  WAR  IN  AMERICA. 

Mr.  Lindsay, .before  putting  the  question  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  said 
he  had  desired  to  have  made  a  statement,  containing  some  important  facts  bear- 
ing upon  the  American  war,  and  tending  to  show  how  futile  was  tb%  attempt  to 
restore  the  Union  and  to  coerce  the  south ;  but  as  he  had  no  opportunity  now 
of  doing  so,  he  begged  simply  to  ask  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  if,  consider- 
ing the  great  sacrifice  of  life  and  property  occasioned  by  the  war  still  raging 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Confederate  States,  and  con- 
sidering the  loss  the  people  of  thi^  country  have  suffered  by  the  war,  it  was  the 
intention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  concert  with  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  to  use  their  endeavors  to  bring  about  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 

Lord  Palmbrston.  I  can  assure  my  honorable  friend  that  her  Majesty's 
government  deeply  lament  the  great  sacrifice  of  life  and  property  in  America 
and  the  distress  which  that  war  has  produced  in  this  country.  But  we  have 
not  thought  that  in  the  present  state  of  things  there  was  any  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  entering  into  concert  with  any  other  powers  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 

?o8ing  or  offering  mediation,  or  of  negotiating  with  the  government  of  the 
Fnited  States  or  of  the  Confederate  States  to  bring  about  a  termination  of  this 
unhappy  war.     [Hear,  hear.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  755.]  Lkgation  of  the  United  States. 

London,  July  29,  1864. 

Sir:  Since  my  despatch  of  yesterday,  No.  753,  I  have  received  fr^m  the 
steamer  which  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  16th  despatches  numbered  from 
1023  to  1033  inclusive. 

The  most  important  of  these  is  No.  1025,  of  the  8th  of  July,  relating  to  the 
questions  that  have  grown  out  of  the  conflict  with  the  No.  290,  and  giving  in- 
structions how  to  proceed.  On  examination  of  the  grounds  upon  which  these 
are  based,  it  immediately  becomes  evident  to  me  that  many  of  the  positions, 
resting  as  they  do  upon  erroneous  impressions  of  the  facts,  cannot  oe  main- 
tained. Moreover,  you  could  not,  at  the  time  of  writing,  have  received  my 
despatch  No.  731,  of  the  28th  of  June,  communicating  to  you  information 
of  tne  use  that  I  had  made  of  the  official  representation  of  Captain  Winslow,  in 
a  note  I  had  written  to  Lord  Russell.  As  it  must  probably  have  reached  you 
very  shortly  after  the  date  of  your  last,  I  may  perhaps  receive  your  later  im- 
pressions after  perusing  it,  in  a  despatch  by  the  steamer  due  to-morrow  or  next 
day.  Meanwhile  I  think  it  more  prudent  not  to  proceed  with  any  partial  or 
imperfect  representation  here. 
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In  connexion  with  tliis  topic  I  may  mention  that  I  hare  received  a  farther 
note  from  Lord  Bassell,  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  25th  June,  covering  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Lancaster  in  defence  of  his  course.  Copies  of  these  papers  are 
herewith  transmitted.  On  some  points  I  am  inclined  to  think  his  action  to 
have  been  misrepresented.  But  on  others,  and  especially  those  to  which  I 
called  Lord  RusselPs  particular  attention,  he  evades  reply.  The  fact,  that 
the  officer  commanding  the  rebel  boat,  who  had  actually  been  to  the  Kearsarge 
for  the  purpose  of  surrender,  and  who  obtained  authority  to  rescue  the  drown- 
ing, did  afterwards  t^e  the  persons  thus  saved  to  the  Deerhound,  without  re- 
gard to  his  implied  obligation,  is  not  denied.  It  was  this  boat  that  picked  out 
the  rebel  officers  so  carefully  from  among  the  number  floating  on  the  surface. 

I  transmit,  also,  a  number  of  copies  of  a  pamphlet  prepared  here  by  Mr. 
Edge,  which  appears  to  be  a  tolerably  correct  account  of  the  facts  attending  the 
battle,  so  far  as  they  could  be  gathered  at  Cherbourg,  from  the  best  sources  of 
information.  So  far  as  they  relate  to  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  the 
truth  may,  perhaps,  be  best  gathered  from  a  comparison  with  the  narrative  of 
the  latter. 

I  hflre  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washiftgton,  D.  C. 


I  Enclosures.  ] 

1.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  July  21,  1864. 

2.  Mr.  Lancaster  to  Lord  Russell,  July  16,  1864. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  Juli/  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  Wkh  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Lancaster, 
containing  his  answer  to.  the  representations  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  with  regard  to  the  course  pursued  by  him  in  rescuing  Captain  Semmes 
and  others,  on  the  occasion  of  the  sinking  of  the  Alabama;  and  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any  further  steps 
in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Lancaster  to  Earl  Russell. 

HiNDLEV  Hall,  Wigan,  July  IC,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  On  my  return  here  on  "Wednesday  last,  after  a  visit  to  Norway, 
I  received  your  lordship's  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  together  with  copies  of  a 
note,  and  its  enclosures,  from  the  United  States  minister  at  this  court  of  her 
Majesty,  complaining  of  the  course  pursued  by  me  in  aiding  the  escape  of  a 
portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  who,  it  is  alleged,  had  surrenderea  them- 
selves as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United  States  ship  Kearsarge. 

In  dealing  with  this  complaint,  I  shall  not  trouble  your  lordship  with  any 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  231 

remarks  on  the  questions  of  maritime  or  international  law  which  have  arisen  out 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  siuldnj^  of  the  confederate  ship  the 
Alabama,  but  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  succinct  but  complete  narrative  of  those 
proceedings  in  which  I  was  personally  concerned. 

I  am,  as  your  lordship  has  been  informed,  the  owner  of  the  yacht  Deer- 
hound,  and  a  member  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron.  On  the  7th  of  June 
last,  my  family — that  is  to  say,  my  wife,  my  four  children — and  my  niece,  em- 
barked on  board  the  yacht,  and  sailed  from  Southampton,  with  the  view  of 
cruising  for  about  a  fortnight  around  spme  of  the  channel  islands,  and  beside 
the  coast  of  France.  Business  engagements  prevented  me  accompanying  them, 
but  I  joined  them  at  Gumsey  on  Saturday,  June  11th.  On  the  same  day  we 
sailed  for  Jersey,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  island  we  remained  untU  the 
following  Thursday,  Juno  16th. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  we  left  St.  Helens  for  St.  Malo,  arriving  there  at 
8  a.  m.  We  detained  the  yacht  in  the  harbor  of  St.  Malo,  and  in  the  night 
slept  therein.  On  the  following  morning  (Friday)  we  left  the  yacht,  ordering  it 
to  proceed  to  Cherbourg,  while  we  had  a  run  into  the  interior.  Early  in  the 
day  we  started  by  rail  to  Lemaus,  and  there  stopped  all  night.  Next  morning 
(Saturday)  we  pushed  on  for  Caen,  and  after  refreshment  and  sight-seeing 
there,  we  proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  at  which  place  we  arrived  about  10  o'clock 
at  night.  Prior  to  this  time  I  had  never  seen  Oaptain  Semmes,  nor  had  I  had 
any  communication,  direct  or  indirect,  with  any  person  connected  with  the  Ala- 
bama; and  it  will,  I  think,  be  admitted,  that  at  10  o'clock  on  Saturday  night 
it  was  too  late  to  settle  the  terms  of  an  alliance  between  my  yaclft  and  the  con- 
federate vessel  for  operations  on  Sunday  morning.  It  is  true  the  Deerhound 
lay  in  Cherbourg  during  Friday  night  and  Saturday ;  but  my  captain  assures 
me  that  there  was  no  intercourse  between  him  and  Captain  Semmes,  or  any- 
body acting  on  behalf  of  that  confederate  officer.  So  far  from  the  Deer- 
hound  being,  as  has  been  alleged,  the  consort  of  the  Alabama,  there  was  no 
connexion  whatever  between  the  two  vessels,  and  the  officers  and  the  crew  of 
the  one  were  strangers  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  other. 

Soon  after  we  arrived  on  board  the  yacht  on  Saturday  night,  we  heard  the 
rumor  that  there  was  to  be  an  engagement  between  the  Alabama  and  the  Kear- 
sarge  on  the  following  rooming,  and  the  question  came  up  for  discussion,  in  our 
&mily  circle,  whether  the  Deerhound  should  put  out  to  sea  and  take  up  a  position 
where  we  could  with  safety  witness  something  of  the  engagement  between  the 
two  hostile  ships;  and  as  the  juveniles  were  nearly  all  one  way,  the  question  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  rather  against  the  wish  of  both  myself  and  my  wife. 
Accordingly,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  steamed  out  of  Cherbourg  harbor  to 
enjoy  the  summer  breeze,  and  if  possible  to  see  the  great  fight.  That  I  did  not 
propose  to  succor  the  Alabama  in  any  way  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  I  took 
my  wife  and  family  with  me  to  participate  in  my  movements  and  share  my 
perils,  should  I  be  exposed  to  any.  At  half-past  10  o'clock  we  saw  the  Alabama 
steaming  out  of  the  harbor  towa^s  the  federal  vessel  Kearsarge,  and  twenty 
minutes  afterwards  the  action  commenced. 

At  half-past  12  o'clock  we  observed  the  Alabama  to  be  disabled  and  in  a  sink- 
ing condition,  and  as  I  saw  that  no  boats  were  being  lowered  from  the  Kear- 
sarge to  save  the  crew  of  the  sinking  ship,  \l  occurred  to  me  that  the  Kearsarge 
also  must  be  disabled,  and  that  her  crew  must  be  unable  to  help  the  people  of 
the  Alabama. 

Under  this  impression  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  towards  the  Kearsarge  in 
order  to  offer  assistance,  and  when  within  hail  of  that  vessel  I  called  out  and 
asked  whether  I  could  afford  them  any  help,  and  the  answer  was,  "  No ;  but  • 
do  what  you  can,  for  G^d's  sake,  to  save  them." 

We  immediately  pushed  towards  the  Alabama,  and  when  within  a  distance 
of  two  hundred  yards  she  sunk.     This  occurred  at  12.50.     We  then  lowered 
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oar  two  boats,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Alabama's  whale-boat  and  dfngj, 
succeeded  in  saving  about  fifty  men,  including  Captain  Scmmes  and  thirteen 
officers.    At  1  p.  m.  we  steered  for  Southampton. 

I  acknowledge,  my  lord,  that  in  leaving  the  scene  of  action  so  quickly,  I  was 
animated  with  a  wish  to  save  from  captivity  Captain  Semmes  and  the  others 
whom  we  had  rescued  from  drowning,  but  I  should  have  done  the  same  for  the 
people  of  the  Kearsarge  if  they  had  been  placed  in  similar  jeopardy.  I  am 
charged  with  having  aided  in  the  escape  of  men  who  "  had  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war,"  but  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  that  they  had  so  sur- 
rendered. 

"Whether  under  the  circumstances  they  could  be  justly  considered  "pris- 
oners of  war"  is  a  question  which  I  will  not  presume  now  to  discuss,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  not  necessary  for  my  justification.  At  the  time  I  rescued  Captain  Semmes 
and  others  from  the  water,  I  had  the  warrant  for  so  doing  in  the  request  from 
the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  that  I  would  render  them  assistance.  That  request 
was  not  accompanied  with  any  request  or  stipulation,  and  therefore,  having  got 
as  many  of  the  drowning  men  on  Board  as  I  could  reach,  I  was  not  conscious  of 
being  under  any  obligation  to  consult  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  as  to  their 
disposal,  and  I  took  them  as  soon  as  possible  to  Southampton,  in  compliance 
witn  their  own  earnest  entreaties. 

I  trust,  my  lord,  that  this  simple  narrative  will  be  sufficient  to  disprove  the 
allegation  of  complicity  or  alliance  between  the  confederate  ship  the  Alabama 
and  my  yacht  the  Deerhound,  and  to  show  that  in  rescuing  Captain  Semmes  and 
others  from  drowning  I  had  the  warrant  of  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge,  and 
that  in  taking  them  to  Southampton  I  was  actuated  only  by  motives  of  humanity. 

JOHN  LANCASTER. 


THE  ALABAMA  AND  THE  KEARSARGE. 

An  account  of  the  naval  engagement  in  the  BritUh  Channel  an  Sunday,  June 
19,  1864,  from  infonnation  furnished  to  the  writer  by  the  tcounded  and 
parolled  prisoners  <f  the  confederate  privateer  Alabama,  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  sloop-of-war  Kearsarge,  and  citizens  of  Cherbourg.   By  Fred- 
brick  MiLNES  Edge. 

The  importance  of  the  engagement  between  the  United  States  sloop-of-war 
Kearsarge  and  the  confederate  privateer  Alabama  cannot  be  estimatea  by  the 
size  of  the  two  vessels.  The  conflict  off  Cherbourg  on  Sunday,  the  19th  of  June, 
was  the  first  decisive  engagement  between  shipping  propelled  by  steam,  and  the 
first  test  of  the  merits  of  modem  naval  artillery.  It  was,  moreover,  a  contest 
for  superiority  between  the  ordnance  of  Europe  and  America,  whilst  the  result 
furnishes  us  with  data  wherefrom  to  estimate  the  relative  advantages  of  rifled 
and  smooth-bore  cannon  at  short  range. 

Perhaps  no  greater  or  more  numerous  misrepresentations  were  ever  made  in 
regard  to  an  engagement  than  in  reference  to  the  one  in  question.  The  first  news 
of  the  conflict  came  to  us  enveloped  in  a  mass  of  statements  the  greater  part  of 
which,  not  to  use  an  unparliamentary  expression,  was  diametrically  opposed  to 
the  truth ;  and  although  several  weeks  have  now  elapsed  since  the  Alabama  foU 
lowed  her  many  defenceless  victims  to  their  watery  grave,  these  mistepresentations 
obtain  as  much  credence  as  ever.  The  victory  of  the  Kearsarge  was  accounted 
for,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Alabama  excused  or  palliated,  upon  the  following  prin- 
cipal reasons  : 

1.  ThejBuperior  size  and  speed  of  the  Kearsarge. 

2.  The  superiority  of  her  armament. 
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3.  The  chain-plating  of  her  sides. 

4.  The  greater  number  of  her  crew. 

5.  The  unpreparedness  of  the  Alabama. 

6.  The  assumed  necessity  of  Captain  Semmes's  accepting  the  challenge  sent 
him  (as  represented)  by  the  commander  of  the  KearSarge. 

Besides  these  misstatements  there  have  been  others  put  forth,  either  in  igno- 
rance of  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  or  with  a  purposed  intention  of  diminishing  the 
merit  of  the  victory  by  casting  odium  upon  the  federals  on  the  score  of  inhu- 
manity. In  the  former  category  must  be  placed  the  remarks  of  the  Times  (June 
21 ;)  but  it  is  just  to  state  that  the  observations  in  question  were  made  on 
receipt  of  the  first  news,  and  from  information  fVirnished  probably  by  parties 
imconnected  with  the  paper,  and  desirous  of  palliating  the  Alabama's  defeat  by 
any  means  in  their  power.  "We  are  informed  in  the  article  above  referred  to 
that  the  guns  of  the  latter  vessel  "had  been  pointed  for  2,000  yards,  and  the 
second  shot  went  right  through  the  Kearsarge,"  whereas  no  shot  whatever  went 
through  as  stated.  Again,  "the  Kearsarge  fired  about  100  shot,  chiefly  11- 
inch  shell,"  the  fact  being  that  not  one-third  of  her  projectiles  were  of  that  wJibre. 
Further  on  we  find,  "the  men  (of  the  Alabama)  were  all  true  to  the  last;  they 
only  ceased  firing  when  the  water  came  to  the  muzzles  of  their  guns."  Such  a 
declaration  as  this  is  laughable  in  the  extreme ;  the  Alabama's  guns  were  all  on 
the  spar-deck,  like  those  of  the  Kearsarge;  and,  to  achieve  what  the  Times 
represents,  her  men  must  have  fought  on  until  the  hull  of  their  vessel  was  two 
feet  under  water.  The  truth  is — if  the  evidence  of  the  prisoners  saved  by  the 
Kearsarge  may  be  taken — Captain  Semmes  hauled  down  his  flag  immediately 
after  being  informed  by  his  chief  engineer  that  the  water  was  putting  out  the 
fires ;  and,  within  a  few  minutes,  the  water  gained  so  rapidly  on  the  vessel  that 
her  bow  rose  slowly  in  the  air,  and  half  her  guns  obtained  a  greater  elevation 
than  they  had  ever  known  previously.  It  is  unfortunate  to  find  such  cheap 
novel  style  of  writing  in  a  paper  which  at  some  future  period  may  be  referred  to 
as  an  authoritive  chronicler  of  events  now  transpiring. 

It  would  be  too  long  a  task  to  notice  all  the  numerous  misstatements  of  private 
individuals,  and  of  the  English  and  French  press,  in  reference  to  this  action ;  the 
best  mode  is  to  give  the  facts  as  they  occurred,  leaving  the  public  to  judge  by 
internal  evidence  on  which  side  the  truth  exists. 

Within  a  few  days  of  the  fight,  the  writer  of  these  pages  crossed  from  London 
to  Cherbourg  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  personal  examination  full  and  pre- 
cise information  in  reference  to  the  engagement.  It  would  seem  as  though  mis- 
representation, if  not  positive  falsehood,  were  inseparable  from  everything  con- 
nected with  the  Alabama,  for  on  reaching  the  French  naval  station  he  was 
positively  assured  by  the  people  on  shore  that  nobody  was  permitted  to  board 
the  Kearsarge.  Preferring,  however,  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  these  allega- 
tions from  the  officers  of  the  vessel  themselves,  he  hired  a  boat  and  sailed  out  to 
the  sloop,  receiving  on  his  arrival  an  immediate  and  polite  reception  from  Captain 
Winslow  and  his  gallant  subordinates.  During  the  six  days  he  remained  at 
Cherbourg,  he  found  the  Kearsarge  open  to  the  inspection,  above  and  below,  of 
any  and  everybody  who  chose  to  visit  her  ;  and  he  frequently  heard  surprise 
expressed  by  English  aqd  French  visitors  alike  that  representations  on  snore 
were  so  inconsonant  with  the  truth  of  the  case. 

I  found  the  Kearsarge  lying  under  the  guns  of  the  French  sbip-of-the-line 
Napoleon,  two  cables'  length  from  that  vessel,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  harbor;  she  had  not  moved  from  that  anchorage  since  entering  the  port  of 
Cherbourg,  and  no  repairs  whatever  had  been  effected  in  her  hull  since  the  fight. 
I  had  thus  full  opportunity  to  examine  the  extent  of  her  damage,  and  she  cer- 
tainly did  not  look  at  all  like  a  vessel  which  had  just  been  engaged  in  ou^  of  the 
hottest  conflicts  of  modem  times. 
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oar  two  boats,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Alabama's  whale-boat  and  dmgj, 
succeeded  in  saving  about  fifty  men,  including  Captain  Semmes  and  thirteen 
oflficers.    At  1  p.  m.  we  steered  for  Southampton. 

I  acknowledge,  my  lord,  that  in  leaving  the  scene  of  action  so  quickly,  I  was 
animated  with  a  wish  to  save  from  captivity  Captain  Semmes  and  the  others 
whom  we  had  rescued  from  drowning,  but  I  should  have  done  the  same  for  the 
people  of  the  Kearsarge  if  they  had  been  placed  in  similar  jeopardy.  I  am 
charged  with  having  aided  in  the  escape  of  men  who  "  had  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war,"  but  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  that  they  had  so  sur- 
rendered. 

"Whether  under  the  circumstances  they  could  be  justly  considered  "  pris- 
oners of  war"  is  a  question  which  I  will  not  presume  now  to  discuss,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  not  necessary  for  my  justification.  At  the  time  I  rescued  Captain  Semmes 
and  others  from  the  water,  I  had  the  warrant  for  so  doing  in  the  request  from 
the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  that  I  would  render  them  assistance.  That  request 
was  not  accompanied  with  any  request  or  stipulation,  and  therefore,  having  got 
as  many  of  the  drowning  men  on  board  as  I  could  reach,  I  was  not  conscious  of 
being  under  any  obligation  to  consult  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  as  to  their 
disposal,  and  I  took  them  as  soon  as  possible  to  Southampton,  in  compliance 
witn  their  own  earnest  entreaties. 

I  trust,  my  lord,  that  this  simple  narrative  will  be  sufficient  to  disprove  the 
allegation  of  complicity  or  alliance  between  the  confederate  ship  the  Alabama 
and  my  yacht  the  Deerhound,  and  to  show  that  in  rescuing  Captain  Semmes  and 
others  from  drowning  I  had  the  warrant  of  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge,  and 
that  in  taking  them  to  Southampton  I  was  actuated  only  by  motives  of  humanity. 

JOHN  LANCASTER. 


THE  ALABAMA  AND  THE  KEARSARGE. 

An  account  of  the  naval  engagement  in  the  Brithh  Channel  on  Sunday,  June 

19,  1864,  from  infortnation  frirnished  to  the  writer  by  the  tcounded  and 

parolled  prisoners  <if  the  confederate  privateer  Alabama,  the  officers  of  the 

United  States  sloop-ofwar  Kearsarge,  and  citizens  of  Che?-bourg.   By  Frei>- 

ERICK  MiLNESEdGB. 

The  importance  of  the  engagement  between  the  United  States  sloopof-war 
Kearsarge  and  the  confederate  privateer  Alabama  cannot  be  estimated  by  the 
size  of  the  two  vessels.  The  conflict  off  Cherbourg  on  Sunday,  the  19th  of  June, 
was  the  first  decisive  engagement  between  shipping  propelled  by  steam,  and  the 
first  test  of  the  merits  of  modem  naval  artillery.  It  was,  moreover,  a  contest 
for  superiority  between  the  ordnance  of  Europe  and  America,  whilst  the  result 
furnishes  us  with  data  where&om  to  estimate  the  relative  advantages  of  rifled 
and  smooth-bore  cannon  at  short  range. 

Perhaps  no  greater  or  more  numerous  misrepresentations  were  ever  made  in 
regard  to  an  engagement  than  in  reference  to  the  one  in  question.  The  first  news 
of  the  conflict  came  to  us  enveloped  in  a  mass  of  statements  the  greater  part  of 
which,  not  to  use  an  unparliamentary  expression,  was  diametrically  opposed  to 
the  truth ;  and  although  several  weeks  have  now  elapsed  since  the  Alabama  fol- 
lowed her  many  defenceless  victims  to  their  watery  grave,  these  misrepresentations 
obtain  as  much  credence  as  ever.  The  victory  of  the  Kearsarge  was  accounted 
for,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Alabama  excused  or  palliated,  upon  the  following  prin- 
cipal reasons  : 

1.  ThejBuperior  size  and  speed  of  the  Kearsarge. 

2«  The  superiority  of  her  armament. 
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3.  The  chain-plating  of  her  sides. 

4.  The  greater  number  of  her  crew. 

5.  The  unpreparedness  of  the  Alabama. 

6.  The  assumed  necessity  of  Captain  Semmes's  accepting  the  challenge  sent 
him  (as  represented)  by  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge. 

Besides  these  misstatements  there  have  been  others  put  forth,  either  in  igno- 
rance of  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  or  with  a  purposed  intention  of  diminishing  the 
merit  of  the  victory  by  casting  odium  upon  the  federals  on  the  score  of  inhu- 
manity. In  the  former  category  must  be  placed  the  remarks  of  the  Times  (June 
21;)  but  it  is  just  to  state  that  the  observations  in  question  were  made  on 
receipt  of  the  first  news,  and  from  information  ftimished  probably  by  parties 
unconnected  with  the  paper,  and  desirous  of  palliating  the  Alabama's  defeat  by 
any  means  in  their  power.  We  are  informed  in  the  article  above  referred  to 
that  the  guns  of  the  latter  vessel  "had  been  pointed  for  2,000  yards,  and  the 
second  shot  went  right  through  the  Kearsarge,"  whereas  no  shot  whatever  went 
through  as  stated.  Again,  "the  Kearsarge  fired  about  100  shot,  chiefly  11- 
inch  shell,"  the  fact  being  that  not  one-third  of  her  projectiles  were  of  that  calibre. 
Further  on  we  find,  "the  men  (of  the  Alabama)  were  all  true  to  the  last;  they 
only  ceased  firing  when  the  water  came  to  the  muzzles  of  their  guns."  Such  a 
declaration  as  this  is  laughable  in  the  extreme ;  the  Alabama's  guns  were  all  on 
the  spar-deck,  like  those  of  the  Kearsarge ;  and,  to  achieve  what  the  Times 
represents,  her  men  must  have  fought  on  until  the  hull  of  their  vessel  was  two 
feet  under  water.  The  truth  is — ^if  the  evidence  of  the  prisoners  saved  by  the 
Kearsarge  may  be  taken — Captain  Semmes  hauled  down  his  flag  immediately 
af^r  being  informed  by  his  chief  engineer  that  the  water  was  putting  out  the 
fires ;  and,  within  a  few  minutes,  the  water  gained  so  rapidly  on  the  vessel  that 
her  bow  rose  slowly  in  the  air,  and  half  her  guns  obtained  a  greater  elevation 
than  they  had  ever  known  previously.  It  is  unfortunate  to  find  such  cheap 
novel  style  of  writing  in  a  paper  which  at  some  future  period  may  be  referred  to 
as  an  authoritive  chronicler  of  events  now  transpiring. 

It  would  be  too  long  a  task  to  notice  all  the  numerous  misstatements  of  private 
individuals,  and  of  the  English  and  French  press,  in  reference  to  this  action ;  the 
best  mode  is  to  give  the  facts  as  they  occurred,  leaving  the  public  to  judge  by 
internal  evidence  on  which  side  the  truth  exists. 

Within  a  few  days  of  the  fight,  the  writer  of  these  pages  crossed  from  London 
to  Cherbourg  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  personal  examination  full  and  pre- 
cise information  in  reference  to  the  engagement.  It  would  seem  as  though  mis- 
representation, if  not  positive  falsehood,  were  inseparable  from  everything  con- 
nected with  the  Alabama,  for  on  reaching  the  French  naval  station  he  was 
positively  assured  by  the  people  on  shore  that  nobody  was  permitted  to  board 
the  Kearsarge.  Preferring,  however,  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  these  allega- 
tions from  the  officers  of  the  vessel  themselves,  he  hired  a  boat  and  sailed  out  to 
the  sloop,  receiving  on  his  arrival  an  immediate  and  polite  reception  from  Captain 
Winslow  and  his  gallant  subordinates.  During  the  six  days  he  remained  at 
Cherbourg,  he  found  the  Kearsarge  open  to  the  inspection,  above  and  below,  of 
any  and  everybody  who  chose  to  visit  her  ;  and  he  frequently  heard  surprise 
expressed  by  English  aqd  French  visitors  alike  that  representations  on  snore 
were  so  inconsonant  with  the  truth  of  the  case. 

I  found  the  Kearsarge  lying  under  the  guns  of  the  French  ship-of-the-line 
Napoleon,  two  cables'  length  from  that  vessel,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  harbor;  she  had  not  moved  from  that  anchorage  since  entering  the  port  of 
Cherbourg,  and  no  repairs  whatever  had  been  effected  in  her  hull  since  the  fight. 
I  had  thus  full  opportunity  to  examine  the  extent  of  her  damage,  and  she  cer- 
taiuly  did  not  look  at  all  like  a  vessel  which  had  just  been  engaged  in  ou^  of  the 
hottest  conflicts  of  modem  times. 
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SIZE   OF   THE   TWO   VESSELS. 

The  Kearsarge,  in  size,  is  by  no  means  the  terrible  craft  represented  by  those 
who,  for  some  reason  or  other,  seek  to  detract  from  the  honorof  her  victory;  she 
appeared  to  me  a  mere  yacht  in  comparison  with  the  shipping  around  her,  and 
disappointed  many  of  the  visitors  who  came  to  see  her.  The  relative  propor- 
tions of  the  two  antagonists  were  as  follows  : 

Alabama.  Kcarsarge. 

Length  over  all. . . , 220  feet.  232  feet. 

Length  of  keel 210    "  198J  ** 

Beam 32    "  33     *« 

Depth 17    "  16J  " 

Horse-power,  two  engines  of 300  each.  400  h.  p. 

Tonnage 1,040  1,031» 

The  Alabama  was  a- bark-rigged  screw  propeller,  and  the  heaviness  of  her  rig, 
and,  above  all,  the  greater  size  and  height  of  her  masts,  would  give  her  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  much  larger  vessel  than  her  antagonist.  The  masts  of  the  latter 
are  disproportionately  low  and  small ;  she  has  never  carried  more  than  topsail 
yards,  and  depends  for  her  speed  upon  her  machinery  alone.  It  is  to  be  ques- 
tioned whether  the  Alabama,  with  all  her  reputation  for  velocity,  could,  in  her 
best  trim,  outstoam  her  rival.  The  log-book  of  the  Kearsarge,  which  I  was 
courteously  permitted  to  examine,  frequently  shows  a  speed  of  upwards  of  four- 
teen knots  to  the  hour,  and  her  engineers  state  that  her  machinery  was  never  in 
better  working  order  than  at  the  present  time.  I  have  not  seen  engines  more 
compact  in  form,  nor,  apparently,  in  finer  condition ;  looking  in  every  part  as 
though  they  were  fresh  from  the  workshop,  instead  of  being,  as  they  are,  half 
through  the  third  year  of  the  cruise. 

Ships-of-war,  however,  whatever  may  be  their  tonnage,  are  nothing  more  than 
platforms  for  carrying  artillery.  The  only  mode  by  which  to  judge  of  the 
strength  of  the  two  vessels  is  in  comparing  their  armaments ;  and  herein  we  find 
the  equality  of  the  antagonists  as  fully  exemplified  as  in  the  respective  propor- 
tions of  their  hulls  and  steam-power.  The  armaments  of  the  Alabama  and 
Kearsarge  were  as  follows : 

Alabama.  Kearsarge. 

One  7-inch  Blakely  rifle.  Two  11-inch  smooth-bore  guns. 

One  8-inch  smooth-bore  (68-pounder.)  One  30-pouneler  rifle. 

Six  32-pounder8.  Four  32-pounder8. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  Alabama  had  the  advantage  of  the  Kearsarge 
at  all  events  in  the  number  of  her  guns ;  whilst  the  weight  of  the  latter's  broi^- 
eide  was  only  some  twenty  per  cent,  greater  than  her  own.  This  disparity,  however, 
was  more  than  made  up  by  the  greater  rapidity  of  the  Alabama's  firing,  and, 
Above  all,  by  the  superioritv  of  her  artillerymen.  The  Times  informs  us  that 
Captains  Semmes  asserts,  "he  owes  his  best  men  to  the  training  they  received « 
on  Doard  the  Excellent :"  and  trained  gunners  must  naturally  be  superior  to  the 
volunteer  gunners  on  board  the  Kearsarge.  Each  vessel  fought  all  her  guns, 
with  the  exception  in  either  case  of  one  32-pounder,  on  the  starboard  side ;  but 
the  struggle  was  really  decided  by  the  two  11-inch  Dahlgren  smooth-bores  of 
the  Kearsarge  against  the  7-inch  Blakely  rifle  and  the  heavy  68-pounder  pivot 
of  the  Alabama.  The  Kearsarge  certainly  carried  a  small  30-pounder  rifled 
Dahlgren  in  pivot  on  her  forecastle,  and  this  gun  was  fired  several  times  before 
the  rest  were  brought  into  play ;  but  the  gun  in  question  was  never  regarded  as 
aught  than  a  failure,  and  the  ordnance  department  of  the  United  States  navy 
has  given  up  its  manufacture. 

'  The  Keargarge  has  a  fonr-bladed  screw  diameter  12  feet  9  inches,  with  a  pitch  of  20  feet. 
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THE   CHAIN-PLATING   OF   THE    KBARSARGE. 

Great  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  cliain  plating  of  the  Kearsargc,  and  it  is 
assumed  bj  interested  parties  that  but  for  this  armor  the  contest  would  have 
resulted  di£Ferently.  A  pamphlet  lately  published  in  this  city,  entided  "  The 
Career  of  the  Alabama,"  •  makes  the  following  statements : 

"  The  federal  government  had  fitted  oat  the  Kearsarge,  a  new  vessel  of  gi*eat 
speed,  "  iron-coated,''  &c.     (p.  23.) 

•*  She,"  the  Kearsarge,  "  appeared  to  be  temporarily  plated  with  iron  chains." 
(p.  38.)  (In  the  previous  quotation,  it  would  appear  she  had  so  been  plated  by 
the  federal  government :  both  statements  are  absolutely  incorrect,  as  will  shortly 
be  seen.) 

"  It  was  freauently  observed  that  shot  and  shell  styuck  against  the  Kear- 
sarge's  side,  and  harmlessly  rebounded,  bursting  outside,  and  doing  no  damage 
to  the  federal  crew." 

"  Another  advantage  accruing  from  this  was,  that  it  sank  her  very  low  in  the 
water,  so  low  in  fact  that  the  heads  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  boats  were  on 
the  level  of  the  Kcarsarge's  deck."     (p.  39.) 

"  As  before  observed,  the  sides  of  the  Kearsarge  were  trailed  all  over  with 
chain  cables  J'     (p.  41.) 

The  author  of  the  pamphlet  in  question  has  judiciously  refrained  from  giving 
his  name.  A  greater  number  of  more  unblushing  misrepresentations  never  were 
contained  in  an  equal  space. 

In  his  official  report  to  the  confederate  envoy,  Mr.  Mason,  Captain  Semmes 
makes  the  following  statements : 

'*  At  the  end  of  the  engagement  it  was  discovered  by  those  of  our  officers 
who  went  alon^ide  the  enemy's  ship  with  the  wounded  that  her  midship  sec- 
tion on  both  sides  was  thoroughly  iron-coated,.  ^Am  having  been  done  icith  chain 
coTutructcd  Jbr  the  purpose,  (!)  placed  perpendicularly  from  the  rail  to  the 
water's  edge,  the  whole  covered  over  by  a  thin  outer  planking,  which  gave  no 
indication  of  the  armor  beneath.  This  planking  had  oeen  ripped  off  in  every 
direction  (!)  by  our  shot  and  shell,  the  chain  broken  and  indented  in  many 

E laces,  and  forced  partly  into  the  ship's  side.     She  was  most  effectually  guarded, 
owever,  in  this  section  from  penetration." 

•*  The  enemy  was  heavier  than  myself,  both  in  ship,  battery,  and  crew,  (!) 
hut  I  did  hot  knoxo  until  the  action  was  aver  that  she  was  also  iron-clad^ 

"  Those  of  our  officers  who  went  alongside  the  enemy's  ship  with  our  wound- 
ed." As  soon  a!4  Captain  Semmes  reached  the  Deerhound,  the  yacht  steamed 
off  at  fall  speed  towards  Southampton,  and  Semmes  wrote  his  report  of  the 
fight  either  in  England  or  on  board  the  English  vessel.  Probably  the  former, 
for  he  dates  his  communication  to  Mr.  Mason,  "  Southampton,  June  21,  1864.'* 
How  did  he  obtain  intelligence  from  those  of  his  officers  "  who  went  alongside 
the  enemy's  ship,"  and  who  would  naturally  be  detained  as  prisoners  of  war? 
It  was  impossible  for  anybody  to  reach  Southampton  in  the  time  specified ; 
nevertheless  he  did  obtain  such  information.  One  of  his  officers — George  T. 
Fnllam,  an  Englishman  unfortunately — came  to  the  Kearsarge  in  a  boat  at  the 
close  of  the  action,  representing  the  Alabama  to  be  sinking,  and  that  if  the 
Kearsarge  did  not  hasten  to  get  out  boats  to  save  life,  the  crew  must  go  down 
with  her.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost,  and  he  offered  to  go  back  to  his  own 
Tessel  to  bring  off  prisoners,  pledging  his  honor  to  return  when  the  object  was 
accomplished.  After  picking  up  several  men  struggling  in  the  water,  he  steered 
directly  for  the  Deerhound,  and  on  reaching  her  actually  cast  his  boat  adrift.     It 


o  The  Career  of  the  Alabama.  •»  No  290,"  from  July  29,  1862,  to  June  19,  1S64.     Lon- 
don :  Dorrell  &  Son. 
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was  subsequently  picked  up  by  tbe  Kearsarge.  Fallam's  name  appears  amongst 
the  list  of  *'  saved"  by  the  Deerhound ;  and  he,  with  others  of  the  Alabama's 
officers  who  had  received  a  similar  permission  from  their  captors,  and  had  simi- 
larly broken  their  troth,  of  course  gave  the  above  information  to  their  veracious 
captain. 

The  chain-plating  of  the  Kearsarge  was  decided  upon  in  this  wise.  The 
vessel  lay  oflf  Fayal  towards  the  latter  pait  of  April,  1863,  on  the  lookout  for 
a  notorious  blockade-runner,  named  the  Juno.  The  Kearsarge  being  short  of 
coal,  and  fearing  some  attempts  at  opposition  on  the  part  of  her  prey,  the  first 
officer  of  the  sloop.  Lieutenant  Commander  James  S.  Thornton,  suggested  to 
Captain  Winslow  the  advisability  of  hanging  her  spare  anchor-cable  over  her 
sides,  so  as  to  protect  her  midship  section.  Mr.  Thornton  had  served  on  board 
the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Farragut,  the  Hartford,  when  she  and  the  rest  of  the 
federal  fleet  ran  the  forts  of  the  Mississippi  to  reach  New  Orleans ;  and  he 
made  the  suggestion  at  Fayal  through  having  seen  the  advantage  gained  by  it 
on  that  occasion.  I  now  copy  the  following  extract  from  the  log-book  of  the 
Kearsarge  : 

"  HoRTA  Bay,  Fayal,  May  1,  1863. 

"  From  8  to  meridian, — Wind  E.NE,  (F  2.)  Weather  b.  c.  Strapped,  loaded, 
and  fuzed  (5  sec.  fuze)  13  Xl-inch  shell.  Commenced  armor-plating  ship, 
using  sheet  chain.     Weighed  kedge  anchor. 

"E.  M.  ^TODiyA'RD,  Acting  Matlerr 

This  operation  of  chain* armoring  took  three  days,  and  was  efiected  without 
assistance  from  the  shore  and  at  an  expense  of  material  of  seventy- five  dollars 
(<£15.)  In  order  to  make  the  addition  less  unsightly,  the  chains  were  boxed 
over  with  inch-deal  boards,  forming  a  case,  or  box,  which  stood  out  at  right 
angles  from  the  vessel's  sides.  This  box  would  naturally  excite  curiosity  in 
every  port  where  the  Kearsarge  touched,  and  no  mystery  was  made  as  to  what 
the  boarding  covered.  Captain  Semmes  was  perfectly  cognizant  of  the  entire 
afiair,  notwithstanding  his  shameless  assertion  of  ignorance ;  for  he  spoke  about 
it  to  his  officers  and  crew  several  days  prior  to  the  19th  of  June,  declaring  that 
the  chains  were  only  attached  together  with  rope-yarns,  and  would  drop  into 
the  water  when  struck  with  the  first  shot.  I  was  so  informed  by  his  own 
wounded  men  lying  in  the  naval  hospital  at  Cherbourg.  Whatever  might  be 
the  value  for  defence  of  this  chain-plating,  it  was  only  struck  once  'during  the 
engagement,  so  far  as  I  could  discover  by  a  long  and  close  inspection.  Some 
of  the  officers  of  the  Kearsarge  asserted  to  me  that  it  was  struck  twice,  whilst 
others  deny  that  declaration :  in  one  spot,  however,  a  32-pounder  shot  broke  in 
the  deal  covering  and  smashed  a  single  link,  two-thirds  of  which  fell  into  the 
water.  The  remainder  is  in  my  possession,  and  proves  to  be  of  the  ordinary 
5j-inch  chain.  Had  the  cable  been  struck  by  the  rifled  120-pounder  instead  of 
by  a  32,  the  result  might  have  been  different ;  but  in  any  case  the  damage 
would  have  amounted  to  nothing  serious,  for  the  vessel's  side  was  hit  five  feet 
above  the  water-line  and  nowhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  boilers  or  machinery. 
Captain  Semmes  evidently  regarded  this  protection  of  the  chains  as  little 
worth,  for  he  might  have  adopted  the  same  plan  before  engaging  the  Kearsarge ; 
but  he  confined  himself  to  taking  on  board  150  tons  of  coal  as  a  protection  to 
his  boilers,  which,  in  addition  to  the  200  tons  already  in  his  bunkers,  would 
bring  him  pretty  low  in  the  water.  The  Keai-sarge,  on  the  contrary,  was  defi- 
cient in  her  coal,  and  she  took  what  was  necessary  on  board  daring  my  stay  at 
Cherbourg. 

The  quantity  of  chain  used  on  each  side  of  the  vessel  in  this  much-talked-of 
armoring  is  only  120  fathoms,  and  it  covers  a  space  amidships  of  49  feet  6 
inches  in  length,  by  6  feet  2  inches  in  depth.    The  chain,  which  is  single,  not 
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double,  was  aud  is  stopped  to  eye-bolts  with  rope-yam  and  by  iron  dogs.*  Is 
it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  plating  of  1^-inch  iron  (the  thickness  of  the 
links  of  the  chain)  could  offer  any  serious  resistance  to  the  heavy  68-pounder 
and  the  7 -inch  Blakely  rifle  of  the  Alabama,  at  the  comparatively  close  range 
of  700  yards  ?  What,  then,  becomes  of  the  mistaken  remark  of  the  Times  that 
the  Kearsarge  was  **  provided,  as  it  turned  out,  with  some  special  contrivances 
for  protection,"  or  Semmes's  declaration  that  she  was  "iron-clad"?  "The 
Career  of  the  Alabama,"  in  referring  to  this  chain-plating,  says,  **  Another 
advantage  accruing  from  this  was  that  it  sank  her  very  low  in  the  water — so 
low,  in  fact,  that  the  heads  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  boats  were  on  the  level 
of  the  Kearsarge's  deck."  It  is  simply  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  the  weight 
of  240  fathoms  of  chain  could  have  any  such  effect  upon  a  vessel  of  one 
thousand  tons  burden;  whilat,  in  addition,  the  cable  itself  was  part  of  the 
ordinary  gear  of  the  ship.  Further,  the  Kearsarge  was  deficient  in  seventy 
tons  of  coal  of  her  proper  supply  at  the  time  of  action,  while  the  Alabama  had 
three  hundred  and  fifty  tons  on  board. 

The  objection  that  the  Alabama  was  short-handed  does  not  appear  to  be 
borne  out  by  the  facts  of  the  case ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  greater  number 
of  men  than  were  necessary  to  work  the  guns  and  ship  would  be  more  of  a 
detriment  than  a  benefit  to  the  Kearsarge.  The  latter  vessel  had  22  officers  on 
board,  and  140  men ;  the  Alabama  is  represented  to  have  had  only  120  in  her 
crew,  (Mr.  Mason's  statement,)  but  if  her  officers  be  included  in  this  number, 
the  assertion  is  obviously  incorrect,  for  the  Kearsarge  saved  67,t  the  Deerhound 
41,  and  the  French  pilot-boats  12,  and  this,  without  mentioning  the  13 
accounted  for  as  killed  and  wounded,  and  others  who  went  down  with  the 
ship.  If  Captain  Semmes's  representations  were  correct  in  regard  to  his  being 
short-handed,  he  certainly  ought  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  command  of  a  vessel 
again,  however  much  he  may  be  esteemed  by  some  parties  for  his  Quixotism  in 
challenging  an  antagonist — to  use  his  own  words — "  heavier  than  myself  both 
in  ship,  battery,  and  crew." 

The  asserted  unpreparedness  of  the  Alabama  is  about  as  truthful  as  the  other 
representations,  if  we  may  take  Captain  Semmes*s  report,  and  certain  facts,  in 
rebutting  evidence.  The  capt^iin  writes  to  Mr.  Mason,  "  I  cannot  deny  myself 
the  pleasure  of  saying  that  Mr.  Kell,  my  first  lieutenant,  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  fine  condition  the  ship  went  into  action  in;"  but  if  Captain  Semmes  were 
right  in  the  alleged  want  of  preparation,  he  himself  is  alone  to  blame.  He  had 
ample  time  for  protecting  his  vessel  and  crew  in  all  possible  manners ;  he,  not 
the  Kearsarge,  was  the  aggressor ;  and  but  for  his  forcing  the  fight  the  Alabama 
might  still  be  riding  inside  Cherbourg  breakwater.  Notwithstanding  the  horri- 
ble cause  for  which  he  is  struggling,  and  the  atrocious  depredations  he  has 
committed  upon  helpless  merchantmen,  we  can  still  admire  the  daring  he 
evinced  in  sallying  forth  from  a  secure  haven  and  gallantly  attacking  his  oppo- 
nent ;  but  when  he  professes  ignorance  of  the  character  of  his  antagonist,  and 
unworthily  attempts  to  disparage  the  victory  of  his  foe,  we  forget  all  our  first 
sympathies,  and  condemn  the  moral  nature  of  the  man  as  he  has  forced  us  to 
do  his  judgment. 

Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  the  Kearsarge  has  had  fewer  opp(frtunities  for 

repairs  than  the  Alabama,  and  that  she  has  been  cruising  around  in  all  seas 

Jhr  a  muclt  longer  period  than  her  antagonisl-X     The  Alabama,  on  the  con 


o  There  was  nothing  whatever  between  the  chain  and  the  ship's  sides, 
f  Including  three  dead. 

X  The  Kearsarge  started  on  her  present  CTulse  the  4th  of  February,  1862  ;  the  Alabama 
left  the  Mersey  at  the  end  of  July  following. 
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trary,  had  lain  for  many  days  in  Cherbourg,  and  she  only  steamed  forth  when 
her  captain  supposed  her  to  be  in,  at  all  events,  as  good  a  condition  as  the 
enemy. 

THE   CHALLENGE. 

Finally,  the  challenge  to  light  was  given  by  the  Alabama  to  the  Kearsargc, 
not  by  the  Kearsarge  to  the  Alabama.  "The  Career  of  the  Alabama,"  above 
referred  to,  makes  the  following  romantic  statement : 

**  When  he  (Semmes)  was  challenged  by  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge, 
everybody  in  Cherbourg,  it  appears,  said  it  would  be  disgraceful  if  he  refused 
the  challenge,  and  this,  coupled  with  his  belief  that  the  Kearsarge  was  not  so 
strong  as  she  really  proved  to  be,  made  him  agree  to  fight."     (p.  41.) 

On  the  Tuesday  after  the  battle,  and  before  leaving  London  for  Cherbourg,  I 
was  shown  a  telegram  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  forwarded  to 
him  that  morning.  The  telegram  was  addressed  to  one  of  the  gentleman's  con- 
stituents by  his  son,  a  sailor  on  board  the  Alabama,  and  was  dated  "  C.  S.  S. 
Alabama,  Cherbourg,  June  14;"  the  sender  stating  that  they  were  about  to  engage 
the  Kearsarge  on  the  morrow,  or  next  day.  I  have  not  a  copy  of  this  telegram, 
but  "The  Career  of  the  Alabama"  gives  a  letter  to  the  like  effect  from  the  sur* 
geon  of  the  privateer,  addressed  to  a  gentleman  in  this  city.  The  letter  roads 
as  follows : 

"Cherbourg,  June  14,  1S64. 
"Dear  Travbrs:  Here  we  are.  I  send  this  by  a  gentleman  coming  to 
London.  An  enemy  is  outside.  If  site  only  stays  long  enough^  ^ce  go  out  and 
fight  her.  If  I  live,  expect  to  see  me  in  London  shortly.  If  I  die,  give  my 
best  love  to  all  who  know  me.  If  Monsieur  A.  de  Caillet  should  call  on  you, 
please  show  him  every  attention. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Travers,  ever  yours, 

"D.  H.  LLEWELLYN." 

There  were  two  brave  gentlemen  on  board  the  Alabama — ^poor  Llewellyn, 
who  nobly  refused  to  save  his  own  life  by  leaving  his  wounded,  and  a  young 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Joseph  Wilson,  who  honorably  delivered  up  his  sword  on  the 
deck  of  the  Kearsarge,  when  the  other  officers  threw  theirs  into  the  water. 

The  most  unanswerable  proof  of  Captain  Semmes  having  challenged  the  com- 
mander of  the  Kearsarge  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  letter  addressed  by  him 
to  the  confederate  consul,  or  agent,  at  Cherbourg.  After  the  publication  of  this 
document,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  Captain  Winslow's  having 
committed  such  a  breach  of  discipline  and  etiquette  as  that  of  challenging  a  rebel 
against  his  government : 

captain  semmes's  challenge  to  the  kearsarge. 

"Confederate  States  Steamer  Alabama, 

"  Cherbourg,  June  14,  1864. 

"  Sir  :  I  hear  that  you  were  informed  by  the  United  States  consul  that  the 
Kearsarge  was  to  come  to  this  port  solely  for  the  prisoners  landed  by  me,*  and 
that  she  was  to  depart  in  twenty-four  hours.  I  desire  you  to  say  to  the  United 
States  consul,  that  my  intention  is  to  fight  the  Kearsarge  as  soon  as  I  can  make 


OThis  information  was  incorrect.     No  such  statement  was  ever  made* by  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Cherbourg. 

F.  M.  E. 
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the  necessary  arrangements.  I  hope  these  will  not  detain  me  more  than  until 
to-morrow  evening,  or  after  the  morrow  morning  at  furthest.  I  beg  she  will  not 
depart  before  I  am  ready  to  go  out. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  R.  SEMMES,  Captain. 
"Ad.  BoNFlLS,  Esq.,  Cherbourg," 

Numerous  facts  serve  to  prove  that  Captain  Semmes  had  made  every  prepa- 
ration, to  engage  the  Kearsarge,  and  that  wide- spread  publicity  had  been  given 
to  his  intention.  As  soon  as  the  arrival  of  the  federal  vessel  was  known  at 
Paris,  an  American  gentleman  of  high  position  came  down  to  Cherbourg,  with 
instructions  for  Captain  Winslpw ;  but  so  desirous  were  the  French  authorities 
to  preserve  a  really  honest  neutrality,  that  permission  was  only  granted  to  him 
to  sail  to  her  after  his  promising  to  return  to  shore  immediately  on  the  delivery 
of  his  message.  Once  back  in  Cherbourg,  and  about  to  return  to  Paris,  he  was 
advised  to  remain  over  night,  as  the  Alabama  intended  to  fight  the  Kearsarge 
next  day  (Sunday.)  On  Sunday  morning  an  excursion  train  arrived  from  the 
capital,  and  the  visitors  were  received  at  the  terminus  of  the  railway  by  the 
boatmen  of  the  port,  who  offered  them  boats  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  a  genuine 
naval  battle  which  was  to  take  place  during  the  day.  Turning  such  a  memo- 
rable occurrence  to  practical  uses,  Monsieur  Rondin,  a  celebrated  photographic 
artist  on  the  Place  d*Armes  at  Cherbourg,  prepared  the  necessaiy  chemicals, 
plates,  and  camera,  and  placed  himself  on  the  summit  of  the  old  church  tower, 
which  the  wbilome  denizens  of  Cherbourg  had  very  properly  built  in  happy 
juxtaposition  with  his  establishment.  I  was  only  able  to  see  the  negative,  but 
that  was  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  the  artist  had  obtained  a  very  fine  view 
indeed  of  the  exciting  contest.  Five  days,  however,  had  elapsed  since  Captain 
Semmes  sent  his  challenge  to  Captain  Winslow  through  the  confederate  agent. 
Monsieur  Bonfils ;  surely  time  sufficient  for  him  to  make  all  the  preparations 
which  he  considered  necessary.  Meanwhile,  the  Kearsarge  was  cruising  to  and 
fro  at  sea,  outside  the  breakwater. 

The  Kearsarge  reached  Cherbourg  on  the  14th,  and  her  captain  only  heard 
of  Captain  Semmes's  intention  to  fight  him  on  the  following  day.  Five  days, 
however,  elapsed  before  the  Alabama  put  in  an  appearance,  and  her  exit  from  the 
harbor  was  heralded  by  the  English  yacht  Deerhound.  The  officer  on  watch 
aboard  the  Kearsarge  made  out  a  three-masted  vessel  steaming  from  the  harbor, 
the  movements  of  which  were  somewhat  mysterious ;  after  remaining  a  short 
time  only,  this  steamer,  which  subsequently  proved  to  be  the  Deerhound,  went 
back  into  port;  only  returning  to  sea  a  few  minutes  in  advance  of  the  Alabama, 
and  the  French  iron-clad  La  Couronne.  Mr.  Lancaster,  her  owner,  sends  a  copy 
of  his  log  to  the  Times,  the  first  two  entries  being  as  follows  : 

**  Sunday,  June  19,  9  a,  m, — Got  up  steam  and  proceeded  out  of  Cherbourg 
harbor. 

"  10,30 — Observed  the  Alabama  steaming  out  of  the  harbor  towards  the 
federal  steamer  Kearsarge."  • 

^  The  foUowiog  is  the  copy  of  the  log  of  the  Kearsarge  on  the  day  in  question : 

June  19,  1864, /rom  8  to  merid. 
Moderate  breeze  from  the  westward,  weather  b.  c.  At  10,  inspected  crew  at  quarters. 
At  10.20,  discovered  the  Alabama  steaming  out  from  the  port  of  Cherbourg,  accompanied 
by  a  French  iron-clad  steamer,  and  a  fore-and  aft  rigged  steamer  showing  the  white  English 
ensign  and  a  yacht  flag.  Beat  to  general  quarters,  and  cleared  the  ship  for  action.  Steamed 
ahead  standing  off  sfiore.  At  10.50,  being  distant  from  the  land  about  two  leagues,  altered 
onr  course,  and  approached  the  Alabama.  At  10.57,  the  Al(ibama  commenced  the  action 
with  her  starboard  broadside  at  1,00U  yards  range      At  11,  we  returned  her  fire,  and  came 
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Mr.  Lancaster  does  not  infonn  us  why  an  English  gentleman  should  choose 
a  Sandaj  morning,  of  all  days  in  the  week,  to  cruise  about  at  an  early  hour  with 
ladies  on  board,  nor  does  he  supply  the  public  with  information  as  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  Deerhound  during  the  hour  and  a  half  which  elapsed  between  his 
exit  from  the  harbor  and  the  appearance  of  tho  Alabama.  The  preceding  para- 
graph, however,  supplies  the  omission. 

THE  EXGAGEMENT. 

At  length  the  Alabama  made  her  appearance  in  company  with  the  Couronne, 
the  latter  vessel  convoying  her  outside  the  limit  of  French  waters.  Here  let 
me  pay  a  tribute  to  the  careful  neutrality  of  the  French  authorities.  No  sooner 
was  the  limit  of  jurisdiction  reached,  than  the  Couronne  put  down  her  helm, 
and  witbout  any  delay  steamed  back  iuto  port,  not  even  lingering  outside  the 
breakwater  to  witness  the  fight.  Curiosity,  if  not  worse,  anchored  the  English 
vessel  in  handy  vicinity  to  the  combatants.  Her  presence  proved  to  be  of  much 
utility,  for  she  picked  up  no  less  than  fourteen  of  the  Alabama's  officers,  and 
among  them  the  redoubtable  Semmes  himself. 

So  soon  as  the  Alabama  was  made  out,  the  Kearsarge  immediately  headed 
seaward  and  steamed  off  the  coast,  the  object  being  to  get  a  sufficient  distance 
from  the  land  so  as  to  obviate  any  possible  infringement  of  French  jurisdiction ; 
and,  secondly,  that  in  case  of  the  battle  going  against  the  Alabama,  the  latter 
could  not  retreat  into  port.  When  this  was  accomplished,  the  Kearsarge  was 
turned  shortly  round  and  steered  immediately  for  the  Alabama,  Captain  Wins- 
low  desiring  to  get  within  close  range,  as  his  guns  were  shotted  with  five-seconds 
shell.  The  interval  between  the  two  vessels  being  reduced  to  a  mile,  or  there- 
abouts, the  Alabama  sheered  and  discharged  a  broadside,  nearly  a  raking  fire, 
at  the  Kearsarge.  More  speed  was  given  to  the  latter  to  shorten  the  distance, 
and  a  slight  sheer  to  prevent  raking.  The  Alabama  fired  a  second  broadside 
and  part  of  a  third  while  her  antagonist  was  closing ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  or  twelve  minutes  from  the  Alabama's  opening  shot  the  Kearsarge  discharged 
her  first  broadside.  The  action  henceforward  continued  in  a  curcle,  the  distance 
between  the  two  vessels  bemg  about  seven  hundred  yards  ;  this,  at  all  events, 
is  the  opinion  of  the  federal  commander  and  his  officers,  for  their  gims  were 
sighted  at  that  range  and  their  shell  burst  in  and  over  the  privateer.  The  speed 
of  the  two  vessels  during  the  engagement  did  not  exceed  eight  knots  the  hour. 

At  the  expiration  of  one  hour  and  two  minutes  from  the  first  gun,  the  Ala- 
bama haulea  down  her  colors  and  fired  a  lee  gun,  (according  to  tlie  statements 
of  her  officers,)  in  token  of  surrender.  Captain  Winslow  could  not,  however, 
believe  that  the  enemy  had  struck,  as  his  own  vessel  had  received  so  little 
damage,  and  he  could  not  regard  his  antagonist  as  much  more  injured  than  him- 
self ;  and  it  was  only  when  a  boat  came  off  from  the  Alabama  that  her  true 

fairly  into  action,  which  vre  continued  until  merld.,  when  observing  sigus  of  distress  in 
the  enemy,  together  with  a  cessation  of  her  fire,  our  fire  teas  wiihhdd.  Ai  12  10,  a  boat  with 
an  officer  from  the  Alabama  came  alongside  and  surrendered  his  vessel,  ii?ith  the  informa- 
tion that  she  was  rapidly  sinking,  and  a  request  for  assistance.  Sent  the  launch  and 
second  cutter,  the  other  boats  being  disabled  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  l*he  English  yacht 
befoic  mentioned,  coming  within  hail,  was  requested  by  the  captain  (W.)  to  render  assist- 
ance in  saTing  the  lives  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  surrendered  vessel.  At  2.24,  the 
Alabama  went  down  in  forty  fathoms  of  water,  leaving  most  of  the  crew  straggling  in  the 
water.  Seventy  persons  were  rescued  by  the  boats  ;  two  pilot-boats  and  the  yacht  al60 
assisted.  One  pilot- boat  came  alongside  us,  but  the  other  returned  to  the  port.  The  yacht 
steamed  rapidly  away  to  the  northward,  without  reporting  the  number  of  our  prisoners 
she  had  picked  up.  ' 

JA^E3  S.  WHEELER, 

AiUng  MaMer. 
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condition  was  known.  The  1 1-incli  shell  from  the  Kearsarge,  thrown  with  fifteen 
pounds  of  powder  at  seven  hundred  yards  range,  had  gone  clean  through  the 
starboard  side  of  the  privateer,  bursting  in  the  port  side  and  tearing  great  gaps 
in  her  timber  and  planking.  This  was  plainly  obvious  when  the  Alabama  set- 
tled by  the  stern  and  raised  the  fore  part  of  her  hull  high  out  of  water. 

The  Kearsarge  was  struck  twenty-seven  times  during  the  conflicts  and  fire3 
in  all  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  (173)  shots.    These  were  as  follows: 

SlioU  fired  hy  the  Kearsarge. 

Two  Xl-inch  guns b^t  shots. 

Rifle  iu  forecastle 48      "' 

Broadside,  32-pounders 60      " 

12poundcr,  boat  howitzer 10      *^ 


Total,  173  shots. 


Thelast  named  gun  performed  no  part  whatever  in  sinking  the  Alabama,  and 
was  only  used  in  the  action  to  create  laughter  among  the  sailors.  Two  old 
qaarteimasters,  the  two  Dromios  of  the  Kearsarge,  were  put  in  charge  of  this 
gun,  with  instructions  to  fire  when  they  received  the  order.  But  the  two  old 
salts,  little  relishing  the  idea  of  having  nothing  to  do  while  their  messmates  were 
so  actively  engaged,  commenced  peppering  away  with  their  pea-shooter  of  a 
piece,  alternating  their  discharges  with  vituperation  of  each  other.  This  low 
comedy  by-play  amused  the  ship's  company,  and  the  officers  good  humoredly 
allowed  the  fai'ce  to  continue  until  the  single  box  of  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

DAMAQB  TO   THE  KBARSAROB. 

The  Kearsai-ge  was  struck  as  follows :  One  shot  through  starboard  quarter, 
taking  a  slanting  direction  aft,  and  lodging  in  the  rudder  post  This  snot  was 
from  the  Blakely  rifle.  One  shot,  carrying  away  starboard  life-buoy;  three 
32-pounder  shot^  through  port  bulwarks,  forward  of  miszen-mast ;  a  shell,  ex- 
ploding, after  end  of  pivot  port  j  a  shell,  exploding,  after  end  of  chain  plating ; 
a  68  pounder  shell,  passing  through  starboard  bulwarks  below  main  rigging, 
wounding  three  men — the  only  casualties  among  the  crew  during  the  engagement ; 
a  Blakely-rifle  shell,  passing  through  the  engine-room  sky-light,  and  dropping 
liarmle8;fly  in  the  water  beyond  the  vessel ;  two  shots  below  plank  sheer,  abreast 
of  boiler  hatch  ;  one  forward  pivot  port  plank-sheer ;  one  forward  foremast  rig- 
ging; a  shot  striking  launch's  toppmg-lift ;  a  rifle-shell  passing  through  funnel, 
bursting  without  damage  inside ;  one  starboard  forward  main  shroud ;  one, 
starboard  after-shroud  main-topmast  rigging ;  one,  main-topsail  tye  ;  one,  main- 
topsail  outhaul;  one,  main-topsail  runner;  two,  through  port  quarter  boat;  one, 
through  spanker  (furled ;)  one,  starboard  forwai'd  shroud,  mizzen  rigging ;  one, 
starboard  mizzen-topmast  backstay  ;  one  through  mizzen  peak  signal  halliards, 
which  cut  the  stops  when  the  battle  was  nearly  over,  and  fur  the  first  time  let 
loose  the  flag  to  the  breeze. 

This  list  of  damages  received  by  the  Kearsarge  proves  the  exceedingly  bad 
fire  of  tlie  Alabama,  notwithstanding  the  numbers  of  men  on  board  the  latter 
belonging  to  our  "  naval  reserve,"  and  the  trained  hands  from  the  gunnery  ship 
Excellent.  I  was  informed  by  some  of  the  paroled  prisonei-s  on  shore  at  Cher- 
bourg that  Captain  Semmes  fired  rapidly  at  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
"  in  order  to  frighten  the  Yankees,"  nearly  all  the  officers  and  crew  being,  as  he 
was  well  aware,  merely  volunteers  from  the  merchant  service.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  twenty  minutes  after  the  Kearsarge  discharged  the  first  broadside,  cou- 
16  c  • 
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tinning  tbe  battle  in  a  leisurely,  cool  manner,  Semmes  remarked :  "  Gonfonnd 
them !  they  have  been  fighting  twenty  minutes,  and  they  are  as  cool  as  posts." 
The  probabilities  are  that  the  crew  of  the  federal  vessel  had  learned  not  to  re- 
gard as  dangerous  the  rapid  and  hap-hazard  practice  of  the  Alabama. 

From  the  time  of  her  first  reaching  Cherbourg  until  she  finally  quitted  the 
port,  the  Kearsarge  never  received  the  slightest  assistance  from  shore,  with  the 
exception  of  that  rendered  by  a  boiler-maker  in  patching  up  her  funnel.  Every 
other  repair  was  completed  by  her  own  hands,  and  she  might  have  crossed  the 
Atlantic  immediately  after  the  action  without  difficulty.  So  much  for  Mr.  Lan- 
caster's statement  that  ''the  Kearsarge  was  apparently  much  disabled." 


8BMMES'S   DBSI6N   TO   BOARD   THE   KEARSAROB. 

The  first  accounts  received  of  the  action  led  us  to  suppose  that  Captain 
Semmes's  intention  was  to  lay  his  vessel  alongside  the  enemy,  and  to  carry  her 
by  boarding.  Whether  this  information  came  from  the  captain  himself,  or  waa 
made  out  of  "whole  cloth"  by  some  of  his  admirers,  the  idea  of  boarding  a 
vessel  under  steam,  unless  her  engines,  or  screw,  or  rudder  be  disabled,  is  mani- 
festly ridiculous.  The  days  of  boarding  are  gone  by,  except  under  the  con- 
tingencies above  stated,  and  any  such  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Alabama 
would  have  been  attended  with  disastrous  results  to  herself  and  crew.  To 
have  boarded  the  Kearsarge,  Semmes  must  have  possessed  greater  speed  to 
enable  him  to  run  alongside  her ;  and  the  moment  the  pursuer  came  near  her 
victim,  the  latter  would  shut  off  steam,  drop  astern  in  a  second  of  time,  sheer 
ofi^,  discharge  her  whole  broadside  of  grape  and  canister,  and  Take  her  antag- 
onist from  stern  to  stem.  Our  pro-southern  sympathizers  really  ought  not  to 
make  their  protege  appear  ridiculous  by  ascribing  to  him  such  an  egregious  in- 
tention. 

NATIONALITY  OF   THE   CREW  OF   THE   KEARSARGE. 

It  has  frequently  been  asserted  that  the  major  portion  of  the  northern  armies 
is  composed  of  foreigners,  and  the  same  statement  is  made  in  reference  to  the 
crews  of  the  American  navy.  The  report  got  abroad  in  Cherbourg  that  the 
victory  of  the  Keawarge  was  due  to  her  having  taken  on  board  a  number  of 
French  gunners  at  Brest ;  and  an  admiral  of  the  French  navy  asked  me,  in  per- 
fectly good  faith,  whether  it  were  not  the  fact.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  out  of 
place  to  give  the  names  and  nationalities  of  the  officers  and  crew  on  board  the 
Kearsarge  duiing  her  action  with  the  Alabama. 
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Officers  of  the  United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge,  June  19,  1864. 


Names. 


Rank  or  rate. 


Native  of— - 


John  A*  Winslow 

James  8.  Thornton 

John  M.  Brown 

J.  Adams  Bmith 

Wm.  H.  Cushman 

James  R.-  Wheeler 

Eben.  M.Stoddard 

David  H.  Sumner 

Wm.  H.  Bodlam 

Fred.  L.  Miller 

Sidney  L.  Smith 

Henij  McConnell 

Edward  E.  Preble 

Daniel  B.  Sargent 

aE.  Hartweli 

Franklin  A.  Graham  . . . 

James  C.  Walton 

Wm.  H.  Yeaton 

Chas.  H.  Dan  forth 

Ezra  Bartlett 

George  A.  Tittle 

Carsten  B.  De  Witt 

Ja.son  N.  Watrus 

Charles  Jones 

Daniel  Charter 

Edward  Williams 

George  Williams 

Charfes  Butts 

Charles  Redding 

James  Wilson 

William  Gowen,  (died). 

James  Saunders 

John  W.  DcDipsey 

Wm.  D,  Chapel 

Thomas  Perry 

John  Barrow 

William  Bond 

James  Halev 

Robert  Strahn 

Jas.  O,  Stone 

Jacob  Baith 

Jno.  H.  McCarthey 

Jas.  F.  Hayes 

John  Hayes 

James  Devine 

George  H.  Russell 

Patrick  McKeever 

>lathan  Ives 

Dennis  McCarty 

John  Boyle 

John  C.  Woodberry . . , . 

George  E.  Read 

James  Morey 

Benedict  Drury 

William  Giles 

Timothy  Hurley 

Michael  Conroy 

I^evi  W.  Nye 

James  H.  Lee 

JohnE.  Brady 

Andrew  J.  Rowley 


Captain 

Lieutenant  commander . 

Surgeon 

Paymaster 

Chief  engineer 

Acting  master 

3o 

do 

2d  Assistant  engineer .  . 
3d  Assistant  engineer  . . 

Midshipman 

Paymaster's  clerk 

Captain's  clerk 

Gunner 

Boatswain 

Acting  master's  mate  . . . 

do do , 

. .  - :  - .  do do 

Surgeon's  steward 

Yeoman 

Master-at-anns 

Seaman 

Landsman 

Officers'  steward , 

Landsman 

Quartermaster 

Landsman 

Cockswain 

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartermaster 

Quarter-gunner 

Landsman 

Boatswain's  mate 

Ordinary  seaman 

Boatswain's  mate  . . .  ^. 
Captain  of  forecastle. .  - 

Captain  of  top 

let  class  boy 

Landsman 

....do 

....do 

Cockswaip 

LandsmAn 

Armorer 

Landsman 

....do 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman 

do do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

....do 

Ship's  cook 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman 

Quarter-gunner 


North  Carolina.* 
New  Hampshire. 

Do. 
Maine. 

Pennsylvania. 
Massachusetts. 
Connecticut. 
Maine. 
Massachusetts. 

Do. 

Do. 
Pennsylvania. 
Maine. 
Do. 
Massachusetts. 
Penupylvania. 

United  States. 
Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire. 
United  States. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do^ 

Do. 

Do. 

0) 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


*  Ciq>tiiin  Winslow  haa  long  b««n  a  dtixen  of  Hawachaietti. 
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Officers  of  the  United  Slates  steamer  Kearsarge^-Continuei, 


Names. 


Rate. 


Natire  ©f — 


James  Bradley 

William  Ellis 

Henry  Cook 

Charles  A,  Read 

Wm.  S.  Morgan 

Joshua  E.  Carey 

James  Magee 

BenjamiD  ».  Davis 

JohoF.  Bickford 

William  Gumey 

William  Smith 

Lawrence  T.  Crowley. 

Hugh  Mcpherson 

Taran  Phillips 

Joachim  Pease 

Benj.  H.  Blaisdell 

JoelB.  Blaisdell 

Charles  Fisher 

James  Hensou 

,  Wm.  M.  Smith 

William  Fisher 

Georffe  Bailey 

Martm  Hoyt 

MarkG.  Ham 

William  H.  Bastiue... 
Leyman  P.  Spinney.. - 

George  E.  Smart 

Charles  A.  Poole 

Timothy  Lynch 

William  H.  Donnally  . 
Sjlvanus  P.  Brackett . 

John  W.  Sanborn 

Adoniram  Littlefield. . . 

Jolm  W.  Young 

William  Wainwright. . 

J  no.  E.  Orchon. .  f 

Geo.  W.  Kemick 

Joel  L.  Sanborn 

Jere  Young 

Wiiliam  Smith 

Stephen  Smith 

John  F.  btackpole 

William  Stanley 

Lyman  H.  Hartford... 

TrueW.  Priest 

Joseph  Dugan 

John  F.  Dugan 

Jas.  W.  Shetfield 

Chas.  T.  Young 

Austin  Quimlev 

Roscoe  G.  DoUey 

Patrick  Flood 

Henry  Hobson 

Jamt'^  Kerrigan 

John  McAleen 

Geo.  A.  Raymond 

3ames  Tucker 

Isaac  Thornton 

Wm.  Y.  Evans 

Wm.  B.  Poole 

F.  J.  Vejvnnci 

Charles  HUl...- 


Seaman 

Captain  of  hold 

Captain  of  after^gtiard. 
Seaman 

do. 


Sailmaker*s  mate. 
Ordinary  seaman. 

Officer's  cook 

Cockswain 

Seaman 

Quartermaster . . . 
Ordraary  seaman. 
Gunner's  mate... 
Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

1st  class  fireman . 
do do... 


Officei-s'  cook. 
Landsman  ... 
...do 


...do 

...do 

....do 

Carpenter's  mate 

Landsman 

Coal-heaver 

2d  class  firemwa 

Coal-heaver 

, do 

1st  class  fireman 

Coal-heaver 

do 

...'..do 

do 

do 

2d  class  fireman 

Iftt  class  fireman 

do do 

do do 


do do 

2d  class  fireman... 

do do 

do do 

do do 


1st  class  fireman 

do do 

Coal-heaver 

2d  class  fireman 

Orderly  sergeant 

Corporal  of  marines  . 
Private  of  marines. . , 
do do 


Corporal  ef  marines  . . . 

Private  of  marines 

do do 

....do.. do.. . 

—  do do 

...do do 

Nurse 

Quartermaster 

Captain  of  after-guard  . 
Landaman 


United  States. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Dow 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do- 
.  Dow 
Do. 
Do- 
Do. 
Do, 
Do- 
Do. 
Dow 
Do- 
Do. 
Do- 
Do- 
Uo- 
Dow 
Do- 
Do. 
Dov 
Do- 
Do- 
Dov 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do- 
Do- 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Dov 
Dow 
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Officers  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge — Continued. 


Names. 


Rate. 


Native  of— 


Henry  Jameson 

Jno.  G.  Batdieldcr 

Jno.  Dwyer* 

Thomas  Salmon 

Patrick  O.  Conner 

Geo.  H.  Harrison 

Creo.  Andrew 

Charles  Moore 

Geo.  A.  Whipple 

Edward  Wallace 

Thomas  Marsh 

Thomas  Bnckley 

Edward  Wilt 

George  H.  Kinne 

Augustus  Johnson 

Jeremiah  Horrigan.  ^  - 

Wm.  O'Halloran 

Wm.  Turner 

Joshua  Collins 

James  McBeath 

John  Pope 

Charles  Mattison 

Georjre  Baker 

Timothy  G.  Cauty 

John  Shields 

Thomas  Alloway 

Philip  Weeks 

William  Barnes 

Wm.  Alsdorf 

Clement  Antoine 

Jos6  Dahney 

Benj.  Button 

Jean  Bri»et 

Vanbum  FraneoisL 

Peter  Ludy 

George  English 

Jonathan  Brien 

Manuel  J.  Gallardo  ... 
JohnM.  Sonius 


1st  class  fireman... 
Private  of  marines  . 
Jst  class  fireman... 

2d  class  fireman 

do do.». ... 

Ordinary  seaman. . . 

do do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman . . . 

Seaman 

Coal-heaver 

Ordinary  seaman.  - . 

Captain  of  top 

Ordinary  seaman. . . 

Seaman 

do 


....do 

....do 

Ordinary  seaman 
—  do do — 


Coal-heaver 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 


.do. 


do 

do 

do 

Landsman  . . 

...do 

Coal-Tieaver . 
Landsman  .. 
Coal-heaver  . 

...do 

Landsman  .. 

Seaman 

...do 

Landsman  .. 
2d  class  boy. 
Ist  class  boy. 


United  States. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Holland. 
Western  Islands. 

Do. 
Malay. 
France. 
Holland. 

Do. 
England. 

Do. 
Spain. 
Holland. 


It  tlius  appears  that  out  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  (163)  officers  and 
crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Kearsarge  tbere  are  only  eleven  (11)  perspns  foreign- 
bom. 

The  following  is  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties  among  the  crew  of  the 
Kearsarge  during  the  action : 

"U.  S.  Steamship  KEARSAeGE,  Cherbourg,  France, 

''Afternoon,  June  19,  1864. 
"  Sir  :  I  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the  engagement  this 
morning  with  the  steamer  Alabama : 

"John  W.  Dempsey,  quarter-gunner.  Compound  comminuted  fracture  of  right 
arm,  lower  thurd,  and  fore-arm.    Arm  amputated. 
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*'  William  Go  wen,  ordinaiy  seaman.  Compound  fracture  of  left  thigh  and  leg. 
Seriously  wounded. 

"  James  McBeath,  ordinary  seaman.  Compound  fracture  of  left  leg.  Seveielj 
wounded. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"JOHN  M.  BROWNE, 

Surgeon  U,  S,  Navif. 
"  Captain  John  A.  Winslow, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Steamship  Kearsarge,  Cheihourg.*'  ^ 

All  these  men  were  wounded  by  the  same  shot,  a  68-pounder,  which  passed 
through  the  starboard  bulwarks  below  main  rigging,  narrowly  escaping  the  after 
11-inch  pivot  gun.  The  fuzes  employed  by  the  Alabama  were  villanously  bad, 
several  shell  having  lodged  in  the  Kearsarge  without  taking  efiFect.  Had  the 
7-inch  rifle  shot  exploded  which  entered  the  vessel  at  the  starboard  quarter, 
raising  the  deck  by  its  concussion  several  inches,  and  lodging  in  the  rudder- 
post,  the  action  might  have  lasted  some  time  longer.  It  would  not,  however, 
nave  altered  the  result,  for  the  casualty  occurred  towards  the  close  of  the  con- 
flict. During  my  visit  I  witnessed  the  operation  of  cutting  out  a  32-pounder 
shell  (time  fuze)  from  the  rail  close  forward  of  the  fore  pivotal  1-inch  port;  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  piece  informed  me  that  the  concussion  actually  raised 
the  gun  and  carriage,  and,  had  it  exploded,  many  of  the  crew  would  have  been 
injured  by  the  fragments  and  splinters. 

Among  the  incidents  of  the  fight  some  of  our  papers  relate  that  an  1 1-inch 
shell  from  the  Kearsarge  fell  upon  the  deck  of  the  Alabama  and  was  imme- 
diately taken  up  and  thrown  overboard.  Probably  no  fight  ever  occurred  in 
modem  times  in  which  somebody  didn't  pick  up  a  live  shell  and  throw  it  out  of 
harm's  way,  but  we  may  be  permitted  to  doubt  in  this  case;  5-second  fuzes 
take  effect  somewhat  rapidly.  The  shot  weighs  considerably  more  than  a  hun- 
dred weight,  and  is  uncomfortably  difficult  to  lay  hold  of.  Worse  than  all  for 
the  probabilities  of  the  story,  fifteen  pounds  of  powder — never  more  nor  less — 
were  used  to  every  shot  fired  from  the  11-inch  pivots,  the  Kearsarge  only 
opening  fire  from  them  when  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  Alabama.  With 
fifteen  pounds  of  powder  and  fifteen  degrees  of  elevation  I  have  myself  seen 
these  11-inch  Dahlgrens  throw  three  miles  and  a  half;  and  yet  we  are  asked 
to  credit  that,  with  the  same  charge  at  less  than  half  a  mile,  one  of  the  shells 
fell  upon  the  deck  of  the  privateer.  There  are  eleven  marines  in  the  crew  of 
the  Kearsarge ;  probably  the  story  was  made  for  them. 

THE  BEPORTED  FIRING  UPON  THE  ALABAMA  AFTER  HER  SURRENDER. 

Captain  Semmes  makes  the  following  statement  in  his  official  report: 

"Although  we  were  now  but  four  hundred  yards  from  each  other,  the  enemy 
fired  upon  me  ^ve  times  after  my  colors  had  been  struck.  It  is  charitable  to 
suppose  that  a  ship-of-war  of  a  Christian  nation  could  not  have  done  this  in- 
tentionally." 

A  very  nice  appeal  after  the  massacre  of  Fort  Pillow,  especially  when  coming 
from  a  man  who  has  spent  the  previous  two  years  of  his  life  in  destroying  un- 
resisting merchantmen. 

The  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  was  never  aware  of  the  Alabama  having  struck 
until  a  boat  put  off  from  her  to  his  own  vessel.  .  Prisoners  subsequently  stated 
that  she  had  fired  a  lee-gun ;  but  the  fact  was  not  known  on  board  the  federal 
ship,  nor  that  the  colors  were  hauled  down  in  token  of  suiTcnder.  A  single  fact 
will  prove  the  humanity  with  which  Captain  Winslow  conducted  the  fight.    At 
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the  dose  of  the  acti(m  his  deck  was  found  to  be  literally  covered  with  grape  and 
canister,  ready  for  close  quarters ;  but  he  had  never  used  a  single  charge  of  all 
tibia  during  the  contest,  although  within  capital  range  for  employing  it. 

THB  PBBLIxVO  AFTER  THB  BATTLG. 

The  wounded  of  the  two  vessels  were  transferred  shortly  after  the  action  to 
the  naval  hospital  at  Cherbourg.  I  paid  a  visit  to  that  establishment  on  the  Sun» 
day  following  the  engagement,  and  found  the  sufiFerers  lying  in  comfortable  beds 
alongside  each  other  in  a  long  and  admirably  ventilated  ward  on  the  first  floor. 
Poor  Gowan,  who  died  the  fojlowing  Tuesday,  was  in  great  pain,  and  already 
had  the  seal  of  death  upon  his  face.  James  McBeath,  a  young  fellow  of  appar* 
ently  twenty  years,  with  a  compound  fracture  of  the  leg,  chatted  with  much 
animation ;  while  Dempsey,  the  stump  of  his  right  arm  laid  on  the  pillow,  was 
comfortably  smoking  a  cigar,  and  laughing  and  talking  with  one  of  the  Alabama 
crew,  in  the  bed  alongside  him.  The  wounded  men  of  the  sunken  privateer 
were  unmistakably  English  in  physiognomy,  and  I  failed  to  discover  any  who 
were  not  countrymen  of  ours.  1  conversed  with  all  of  them,  stating  at  the 
outset  that  I  was  an  Englishman  like  themselves,  and  the  infoimation  seemed 
to  open  their  hearts  to  me.  They  represented  themselves  as  very  comfortable 
at  the  hospital;  that  everything  they  asked  for  was  given  to  them,  and  that 
they  were  surprised  at  the  kindness  of  the  Kearsarge  men  who  came  to  visit 
the  establishment,  when  they  were  assured  by  their  own  officers  before  the 
action  that  foul  treatment  would  only  be  shown  them  in  the  event  of  their  cap- 
ture. Condoling  with  one  poor  fellow  who  had  his  leg  carried  away  by  a  shell, 
he  remarked  to  me,  "Ah !  it  serves  me  right;  they  won't  catch  me  fighting  again 
without  knowing  what  I'm  fighting  for."  "  That's  me,  too,"  said  another  poor 
englishman  alongside  him. 

The  paroled  prisoners  (four  officers)  on  shore  at  Cherbourg  evinced  no 
hostility  whatever  to  their  captors,  but -were  always  on  the  friendliest  of  terms 
with  them.  All  alike  frequented  the  same  hotel  in  the  town,  (curiously  enough, 
**  The  Eagle,")  played  billiards  at  the  same  cafe,  and  bought  their  pipes,  cigars, 
and  tobacco  from  the  same  pretty  little  brunette  on  the  Quai  du  Port. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  saved 
by  the  Kearsarge : 

Francis  L.  Gait,  of  Virginia,  assistant  surgeon ;  Joseph  Wilson,  3d  lieuten- 
ant;  Miles  J.  Freeman,  engineer,  Englishman;  John  W.  Pundt,  3d  assistant 
engineer ;  Benjamin  L.  McUaskey,  boatswain ;  William  Forrcstall,  quartermas- 
ter. Englishman;  Thomas  Potter,  fireman.  Englishman;  Samuel  Williams, 
fireman,  Welshman  ;  Patrick  Bradley,  fireman.  Englishman;  John  Orrigiu, fire- 
man. Irishman ;  George  Freemantle,  Edgar  Tripp,  and  John  Neil,  seamen, 
Englishmen ;  Thomas  Winter,  fireman,  Englishman ;  Martin  King,  seaman ; 
Joseph  Pearson,  seaman,  James  Hicks,  captain  hold,  R.  Parkinson,  wardroom 
steward,  John  Emory,  seaman,  Thomas  L.  Parker,  buy,  and  Peter  Hughes, 
captain  top.  Englishmen. 

(All  the  above  belonged  to  the  Alabama  when  she  first  sailed  from  the  Mersey, 
and  John  Neil,  John  Emory,  and  Peter  Hughes  belong  to  the  "  Royal  Naval 
Reserve.") 

William  Clark,  David  Leggett,  Samuel  Henry,  John  Russell,  John  Smith, 
Henry  McCoy,  Edward  Bussell,  James  Ochure,  John  Casen,  Henry  Higgin, 
Frank  Hammond,  Michael  Shields,  David  Thurston,  George  Peascy,  and 
Henry  Yates,  seamen ;  Henry  Godsen,  David  Williams,  Henry  Hestlake, 
Thomas  Watson,  John  Johnson,  Match  Maddock,  Richard  Evans,  William 
Miller,  George  Cousey,  and  Thomas  Brandon,  ordinary  seamen ;  William 
HcKensie,  James  Broderick,  and  William  Wilson,  cockswains;  Edward  Rawes, 
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master-at-arms ;  Henry  Tucker,  officers'  cook  ;  William  Barnes,  quarter-gunnflr ; 
Jacob  Verbor.  seaman ;  Robert  Wright,  captain  main-top ;  William  McGuire,  cap- 
tain  fore-top,  and  William  McGinley,  cockswain,  wounded ;  John  Benson  and 
James  McGuire,  coal-heavers  ;  Frank  Currian.  Peter  Laperty,  and  John  Eiley, 
firemen ;  Nicolas  Adams,  landsman ;  James  Clemens,  yeoman  ;  James  Wilson, 
boy. 

These  men,  almost  without  exception,  are  subjects  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen. 
There  wore  al^o  three  others,  who  died  in  the  boats,  names  not  known. 

The  following  are  those  reported  to  have  been  killed  or  drowncJ  : 

David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  surgeon,  Welshman ;  William  Robinson,  carpenter ; 
James  King,  master-at-arms,  Savannah  pilot ;  Peter  Duncan,  fireman,  English- 
man ;  Andrew  Shillings,  Scotchman ;  Charlerf  Puist,  coal-passer,  German ; 
Frederick  Johns,  purser's  stewaid.  Englishman;  Samuel  Henry,  seaman.  En- 
glishman ;  John  Roberts,  seaman,  Welshman  ;  Peter  Henry,  seaman.  Irishman ; 
George  Appleby,  yeoman.  Englishman;  A.  G.  Bartelli,  seaman,  Portuguese; 
Henry  Fisher,  seaman.  Englishman. 

The  above  all  belonged  to  the  original  crew  of  the  Alabama. 

The  Deerhound  carried  off,  according  to  her  own  account,  forty-one ;  the 
names  of  the  following  are  known  : 

Raphael  Scmmcs,  &iptain;  John  M.  Kell,  1st  lieutenant;  Arthur  Sinclair, jr., 
2d  lieutenant ;  R.  K.  Howell,  lieutenant  of  marines ;  (this  person  is  brother-in- 
law  of  Mr.  Jefierson  Davis ;)  W.  H.  Sinclair,  midshipman  ;  J.  S.  Bullock,  acting 
master ;  E.  A.  Maflit  and  E.  M.  Anderson,  midshipmen ;  M.  O'Brien,  3d  assistant 
surgeon ;  George  T.  Fullam,  master's  mate.  Englishman ;  James  Evans,  Max 
Meulnier,  and  J.  Schrader,  master's  mates ;  W.  B.  Smith,  captain's  clerk ;  J.  O. 
Cuddy,  gunner;  J.  G. Dent,  quartermaster ;  James  McFadgen,  fireman.  English- 
man ;  Orran  Duffy,  fireman,  Irishman  ;  W.  Crawford,  Brent  Johnson,  2d  boat- 
swain's mate,  William  Nevins,  and  William  Hearn,  seamen,  Englishmen. 

The  last  four  belong  to  the  "  Royal  Naval  Reserve." 

MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  ENGLISH  YACHT  DEERHOUND. 

That  an  English  yacht,  one  belonging  to  the  royal  yacht  squadron,  and 
flying  the  white  ensign,  too,  during  the  conflict,  should  have  assisted  the  con- 
federate prisoners  to  escape  after  they  had  formally  surrendered  themselves, 
according  to  their  own  statement,  by  firing  a  lee-gun,  striking  their  colors, 
hoisting  a  white  flng,  and  sending  a  boat  to  the  Kearsarge — some  of  which 
signals  must  have  been  witnessed  from  the  deck  of  the  Deerhound — is  most 
humiliating  to  the  national  honor.  The  movements  of  the  yacht  early  on  Sun- 
day morning  were,  as  before  shown,  most  suspicious ;  and  had  Captain  Winslow 
followed  the  advice  and  reiterated  requests  of  his  officers  when  she  steamed  off, 
the  Deerhound  might  now  have  been  lying  not  far  distant  from  the  Alabama. 
Captain  Winslow,  however,  could  not  believe  that  a  gentleman  who  was  asked 
by  himself  "to  save  life"  would  use  the  opportunity  to  decamp  with  the  officers 
and  men  who,  according  to  their  own  act,  were  prisoners-of-war.  There  is  high 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  Deerhound  was  at  Cherbourg  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  rendering  every  assistance  possible  to  the  corsair ;  and  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  whether  Mr,  Lancaster,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Laird,  and  a  member 
of  the  Mersey  Yacht  Club,  would  have  earned  Captain  Winslow  and  his  officers 
to  Southampton  if  the  result  of  the  struggle  had  been  reversed,  and  the  Ala- 
bama had  sent  the  Kearsarge  to  the  bottom. 

The  Deerhound  reached  Cherbourg  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  between  tbat 

time  and  the  night  of  the  18th  boats  were  observed  from  the  shore  passing 

frequently  between  her  and  the  Alabama.     It  is  reported  that  English  gimners 

*<<  eame  over  from  England  purposely  to  assist  the  privateer  in  the  fight ;  this  I 

heard  before,  leaving  London,  and  the  assertion  was  repeated  to  me  again  at 


DIPLOMATIC   COBRESPONDENCE.  249 

Kivre,  Honfleur,  Cherbourg,  and  Paris.  If  this  be  the  fact,  how  did  the  men 
reach  Cherbourg?  Od  the  14th  of  June,  Captain  Semmes  sends  his  challenge 
to  the  Kcarsarge  through  Monsieur  Boufils,  stating  it  to  be  his  intention  to 
fight  her  "as  soon  as  I  can  make  the  necessary  arrangements."  Two  full  days 
elapse,  during  which  he  takes  on  board  150  tons  additional  of  coal,  and  places 
for  security  in  the  custom-house  the  following  valuables  : 
38  kilo.  700  gr.  of  gold  coin. 

6  gr.  of  jewelry  and  set  diamonds. 
2  gold  watches. 

What,  then,  became  of  the  pillage  of  a  hundred  merchantmen,  the  chronome- 
ters, &c.,  which  the  Times  describes  as  the  '*  spolia  opima  of  a  whole  mercantile 
fleet?"  Those  could  not  be  landed  on  French  soil,  and  were  not ;  did  they  go 
to  the  bottom  with  the  ship  herself,  or  are  they  saved  1 

Captain  Semmes's  preparations  are  apparently  completed  on  the  16th,  but  still 
he  lingers  behind  the  famous  breakwater,  much  to  the  surprise  of  his  men.  The 
Deerhound  arrives  at  length,  and  the  preparations  are  rapidly  completed.  How 
unfortunate  that  Mr.  Lancaster  did  not  favor  the  Times  with  a  copy  of  his  log- 
book from  the  12th  to  the  19th  June,  inclusive ! 

The  record  of  the  Deerhound  is  suggestive  on  the  morning  of  that  memorable 
Sunday.  She  steams  out  from  behind  the  Cherbourg  breakwater  at  an  early 
hour — scouts  hither  and  thither,  apparently  purposeless — runs  back  to  her 
anchorage — precedes  the  Alabama  to  sea — ^is  the  solitary  and  close  spectator  of 
the  fight  whilst  the  Couronne  has  the  delicacy  to  return  to  port,  and  finally — 
having  picked  up  Semmes,  thirteen  of  his  officers  and  a  few  of  his  men- 
steams  off  at  fullest  speed  to  Southampton,  leaving  the  "  apparently  much  dis- 
ahUd  "  Kearsarge  (Mr.  Lancaster's  own  words)  to  save  two- thirds  of  the  Ala- 
bama's drowning  crew  struggling  in  the  water. 

An  English  gentleman's  yacht  playing  tender  to  a  corsair !  No  one  will  ever 
believe  that  Deerhound  to  be  thoroughbred. 

CONCLUSION. 

Such  are  the  facts  relating  to  the  memorable  action  off  Cherbourg  on  the  19th 
of  June,  1864.  The  Alabama  went  down  riddled  through  and  through  with 
shot ;  and,  as  she  sank  beneath  the  green  waves  of  the  channel,  not  a  single 
cheer  arose  from  the  victors.  The  order  was  given,  "  Silence,  boys,"  and  in 
perfect  silence  this  terror  of  American  commerce  plunged  to  her  last  resting- 
place. 

There  is  but  one  key  to  the  victory.  The  two  vessels  were,  as  nearly  aa 
possible,  equals  in  size,  speed,  armament,  and  crew,  and  the  contest  was  decided 
by  the  superiority  of  the  Xl-inch  Dahlgren  gun  of  the  Kearsarge  over  the 
Blakely  rifle  and  the  vaunted  68-pounder  of  the  Alabama,  in  conjunction  with 
the  greater  coolness  and  surer  aim  of  the  former's  crew.  The  Kearsarge  was 
not,  as  represented,  specially  armed  and  manned  for  destroying  her  foe, 
but  is  in  every  respect  similar  to  all  the  vessels  of  her  class  (third-rate)  in  the 
United  States  navy.  Moreover,  the  large  majority  of  her  officers  are  from  the 
merchant  service. 

The  French  at  Cherbourg  were  by  no  means  dilatory  in  recognizing  the  value 
of  these  Dahlgren  guns.  ^  Officers  of  all  grades,  naval  and  military  alike, 
crowded  the  vessel  during  her  stay  at  their  port ;  and  they  were  all  eyes  for  the 
massive  pivots,  and  for  nothing  else.  Guns,  carriages,  even  rammers  and 
sponges,  were  carefully  measured  ;  and,  if  the  pieces  can  be  made  in  France, 
many  months  will  not  elapse  before  their  muzzles  will  be  grinning  through 
the  port-holes  of  French  ships-of-war. 

We  have  no  such  gun  in  Europe  as  this  Xl-inch  Dahlgren,  but  it  is  con- 
sidered behind  the  age  in  America.     The  68-pounder  is  regarded  by  us  as  a 
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master-at-arms ;  Henry  Tncker,  officei-s'  cook  ;  William  Barnes,  qnartor-gnnnnr ; 
Jacob  Verbor,  seaman ;  Robert  Wright,  captain  main-top ;  William  McGuire,  cap* 
tain  foro-top,  and  William  McGinley,  cockswain,  wounded;  John  Benson  and 
James  McGuire,  coal-heavers ;  Frank  Currian,  Peter  Laperty,  and  John  Riley, 
firemen;  Nicolas  Adams,  landsman;  James  Clemens,  yeoman  ;  James  Wilson, 
boy. 

These  men,  almost  without  exception,  are  subjects  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen. 
There  wore  al^o  three  others,  who  died  in  the  boats,  names  not  known. 

The  following  are  those  reported  to  have  been  killed  or  drowneJ  : 

David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  surgeon,  Welshman;  William  Robinson,  carpenter ; 
James  King,  master-at-arms,  Savannah  pilot ;  Peter  Duncan,  fireman,  English- 
man ;  Andrew  Shillings,  Scotchman ;  Chailerf  Puist,  coal-panser,  German ; 
Frederick  Johns,  purser's  steward.  Englishman;  Samuel  Henry,  seaman.  En- 
glishman ;  John  Roberts,  seaman,  Welshman ;  Peter  Henry,  seaman,  Irishman  ; 
George  Appleby,  yeoman.  Englishman;  A.  G.  Bartelli,  seaman,  Portuguese; 
Henry  Fisher,  seaman,  Englishman. 

The  above  all  belonged  to  the  original  crew  of  the  Alabama. 

The  Decrhound  carried  off,  according  to  her  own  account,  forty-one ;  the 
names  of  the  following  are  known : 

Raphael  Semmes,  c^iptain;  John  M.  Kell,  1st  lieutenant;  Arthur  Sinclair, jr., 
2d  lieutenant ;  R.  K.  Howell,  lieutenant  of  marines ;  (this  person  is  brother-in- 
law  of  Mr.  JefiVrson  Davis ;)  W.  H.  Sinclair,  midshipman ;  J.  S.  Bullock,  acting 
master;  E.  A.  Maflit  and  E.  M.  Anderson,  midshipmen ;  M.  O'Brien,  3d  assistant 
surgeon ;  George  T.  Fullam,  master's  mate.  Englishman ;  James  Evans,  Max 
Meulnier,  and  J.  Schrader,  master's  mates ;  W.  B.  Smith,  captain's  clerk ;  J.  O. 
Cuddy,  gimner ;  J.  G.  Dent,  quartermaster ;  James  McFadgen,  fireman.  English- 
man ;  Orran  Duffy,  fireman,  Inshman ;  W.  Crawford,  Brent  Johnson,  2d  boat- 
swain's mate,  William  Nevins,  and  William  Hearn,  seamen,  Englishmen. 

The  last  four  belong  to  the  "  Royal  Naval  Reserve." 

MOVEMENTS  OP  THE  ENGLISH  YACHT  DEBRHOU.ND. 

That  an  English  yacht,  one  belonging  to  the  royal  yacht  squadron,  and 
flying  the  white  ensign,  too,  during  the  conflict,  should  have  assisted  the  con- 
federate prisoners  to  escape  after  they  had  formally  surrendered  themselves, 
according  to  their  own  statement,  by  firing  a  lee-gun,  striking  their  colors, 
hoisting  a  white  flag,  and  sending  a  boat  to  the  Kearsarge — some  of  which 
signals  must  have  been  witnessed  from  the  deck  of  the  Deerhound — is  most 
humiliating  to  the  national  honor.  The  movements  of  the  yacht  early  on  Sun- 
day morning  were,  as  before  shown,  most  suspicious ;  and  had  Captain  Winslow 
followed  the  advice  and  reiterated  requests  of  his  officers  when  she  steamed  off, 
the  Deerhound  might  now  have  been  lying  not  far  distant  from  the  Alabama. 
Captain  Winslow,  however,  could  not  believe  that  a  gentleman  who  was  asked 
by  himself  **  to  save  life"  would  use  the  opportunity  to  decamp  with  the  oflScers 
and  men  who,  according  to  their  own  act,  were  prisoners-of-war.  There  is  high 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  Deerhound  was  at  Cherbourg  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  rendering  every  assistance  possible  to  the  corsair ;  and  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  whether  Mr.  Lancaster,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Laird,  and  a  member 
of  the  Mersey  Yucht  Club,  would  have  caiTied  Captain  Winslow  and  his  officers 
to  Southampton  if  the  result  of  the  struggle  had  been  reversed,  and  the  Ala- 
bama had  sent  the  Kearsarge  to  the  bottom. 

The  Deerhound  reached  Cherbourg  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  between  that 
time  and  the  night  of  the  18th  boats  were  observed  from  the  shore  passing 
frequently  between  her  and  the  Alabama.  It  is  reported  that  English  gunners 
'*  ''t;  eame  over  from  England  purposely  to  assist  the  privateer  in  the  fight ;  this  I 
heard  before,  leaving  London,  and  the  assertion  was  repeated  to  me  again  at 
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Kivre,  Honfienr,  Cherbourg,  and  Paris.  If  tliis  be  the  fact,  how  did  the  men 
reach  Cherbourg  1  Od  the  14th  of  June,  Captain  Semmes  sends  his  challenge 
to  the  Kcarsarge  through  Monsieur  Boufils,  stating  it  to  be  his  intention  to 
fight  her  "as  soon  as  I  can  make  the  necessary  arrangements."  Two  full  days 
elapse,  during  which  he  takes  on  board  150  tons  additional  of  coal,  and  places 
for  security  in  the  custom-house  the  following  valuables : 
38  kilo.  700  gr.  of  gold  coin. 

6  gr.  of  jewelry  and  set  diamonds. 
2  gold  watches. 

What,  then,  became  of  the  pillage  of  a  hundred  merchantmen,  the  chronome- 
ters, &c.,  which  the  Times  describes  as  the  **  spolia  opifna  of  a  wliole  mercantile 
fleet?"  Those  could  not  be  landed  on  French  soil,  and  were  not ;  did  they  go 
to  the  bottom  with  the  ship  herself,  or  are  they  saved  ? 

Captain  Semmes's  preparations  are  apparently  completed  on  the  16th,  but  still 
he  lingers  behind  the  famous  breakwater,  much  to  the  surprise  of  hi^  men.  The 
Deerhound  arrives  at  length,  and  the  preparations  are  rapidly  completed.  How 
unfortunate  that  Mr.  Lancaster  did  not  favor  the  Times  with  a  copy  of  his  log- 
book from  the  12th  to  the  19th  June,  inclusive ! 

The  record  of  the  Deerhound  is  suggestive  on  the  morning  of  that  memorable 
Sunday.  She  steams  out  from  behind  the  Cherbourg  breakwater  at  an  early 
hour — scouts  hither  and  thither,  apparently  purposeless — runs  back  to  her 
anchorage — precedes  the  Alabama  to  sea — is  the  solitary  and  close  spectator  of 
the  fight  whilst  the  Couronne  has  the  delicacy  to  return  to  port,  and  finally — 
having  picked  up  Semmes,  thirteen  of  his  officers  and  a  few  of  his  men- 
steams  off  at  fullest  speed  to  Southampton,  leaving  the  "  apparently  much  dis^ 
abUd  "  Keanarge  (Mr.  Lancaster's  own  words)  to  save  two-thirds  of  the  Ala- 
bama's drowning  crew  struggling  in  the  water. 

An  English  gentleman's  yacht  playing  tender  to  a  corsair !  No  one  wiU  ever 
believe  that  Deerhound  to  be  thoroughbred. 

CONCLUSION. 

Such  are  the  facts  relating  to  the  memorable  action  off  Cherbourg  on  the  19th 
of  June,  1864.  The  Alabama  went  down  riddled  through  and  through  with 
shot ;  and,  as  she  sank  beneath  the  green  waves  of  the  channel,  not  a  single 
cheer  arose  from  the  victors.  The  order  was  given,  "  Silence,  boys,"  and  in 
perfect  silence  this  terror  of  American  commerce  plunged  to  her  last  resting- 
place. 

There  is  but  one  key  to  the  victory.  The  two  vessels  were,  as  nearly  aa 
possible,  equals  in  size,  speed,  armament,  and  crew,  and  the  contest  was  decided 
by  the  superiority  of  the  Xl-inch  Dahlgren  gun  of  the  Kearsarge  over  the 
Blakely  rifle  and  the  vaunted  68-pounder  of  the  Alabama,  in  conjunction  with 
the  greater  coolness  and  surer  aim  of  the  former's  crew.  The  Kearsarge  was 
not,  as  represented,  specially  armed  and  manned  for  destroying  her  foe, 
but  is  in  every  respect  similar  to  all  the  vessels  of  her  class  (third-rate)  in  the 
United  States  navy.  Moreover,  the  large  majority  of  her  officers  are  from  the 
merchant  service. 

The  French  at  Cherbourg  were  by  no  means  dilatory  in  recognizing  the  value 
of  these  Dahlgren  guns.  Officers  of  all  grades,  naval  and  military  alike, 
crowded  the  vessel  during  her  stay  at  their  port ;  and  they  were  all  eyes  for  the 
massive  pivots,  and  for  nothing  else.  Guns,  carriages,  even  rammers  and 
sponges,  were  carefully  measured  ;  and,  if  the  pieces  can  be  made  in  France, 
many  months  will  not  elapse  before  their  muzzles  will  be  grinning  through 
theport-holes  of  French  ships-of-war. 

We  have  no  such  gun  in  Europe  as  this  Xl-inch  Dahlgren,  but  it  is  con- 
sidered behind  the  age  in  America.     The  68-pounder  is  regarded  by  us  aa  a 
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heavy  piece  ;  in  the  United  States  it  is  the  minimum  for  large  yessels ;  whilst 
some  ships,  the  New  Ironsides,  Niagara,  Vanderbilt,  Sec,  carrj  the  Xl-inch  in 
broadside.  It  is  considered  far  too  light,  however,  for  the  sea-going  iron-clads, 
although  throwing  a  solid  shot  of  160  pounds  ;  yet  it  has  made  a  wonderful  stir 
on  both  sides  of  the  channel.  What,  then,  will  be  thought  of  the  XV-inch  gun 
throwing  a  shot  of  480  pounds,  or  of  the  200  lb.  Parrott,  with  its  range  of  five 
miles  ? 

We  are  arming  our  iron-clads  with  9-inch  smooth-bores  and  100-pounder  rifles, 
whilst  the  Americans  are  constructing  their  armor-ships  to  resist  the  impact  of 
XI  and  XV-inch  shot.  By  next  June  the  United  States  will  have  in  commis- 
sion the  following  iron-clads : 

ToD8.  Ganfl, 

Dunderburg 5, 090  10 

Dictator 3, 033  2 

Kalamazoo 3*  200  4 

Passaconaway, 3, 200  4 

Puritan 3. 265  4 

Quinsigamond 3, 200  4 

Roanoke 3, 435  6 

Shakamaxon 3, 200  4 

These,  too,  without  counting  six  others  of  second  class,  all  alike  armed  with 
the  tremendous  XV-inch,  and  built  to  cross  the  Atlantic  in  any  season.  But  it 
is  not  in  iron-clads  alone  that  America  is  proving  her  energy;  first,  second,  and 
third-rates,  wooded-built,  are  isc«uing  constantly  from  trans-Atlantic  yards,  and 
the  navy  of  the  United  States  now  numbers  no  less  than  six  hundred  vessels 
and  upwards,  seventy-three  of  which  are  iron-clads. 

This  is  indeed  an  immense  fleet  for  one  nation,  but  we  may  at  all  events  re- 
joice that  it  will  be  used  to  defend — in  the  words  of  the  wisest  and  noblest  of 
English  statesmen — "the  democratic  principle;  or,  if  that  term  is  offensive, 
popular  sovereignty." 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  756.]  Lbgation  of  the  Umted  States, 

London,  July  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  this  morning,  con- 
taining a  report  of  a  debate  that  took  place  last  evening  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  subject  of  enlistments. 

The  universal  disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  which  prevails 
among  the  poorer  classes  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom  is  exciting  not  a  little 
uneasiness.  Coming  as  it  does  upon  the  general  desire  of  the  higher  classes 
that  the  rebellion  should  effect  the  disruption  of  the  Union,  no  difficulty  remains 
in  accounting  for  the  peculiar  tone  of  the  speakers  in  the  debate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  the  London  Times  of  Jnl j  29,  1864. ] 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS— THURSDAY,  JULY  28. 

EMIGRATION   TO  AMERICA. 

Lord  E.  Howard  rose  to  call  attention  to  the  subject  of  emigration  to  the 
United  States  of  America  in  reference  to  the  prolongation  of  the  war  now 
raging  in  that  country,  and  to  move  an  addres^  for  papers.  He  certainly  should 
not  have  attempted  to  intrude  on  their  attention  at  that  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion had  it  not  been  that  a  case  had  presented  itself  which  it  appeared  to  him 
necessary  he  should  bring  before  the  house.  In  the  course  of  his  duty  as  a 
member  of  the  distress  relief  committee  at  Glossop,  one  of  the  towns  most  affected 
by  the  cotton  distress,  it  became  necessary  to  have  a  census  made  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  district,  and  one  of  the  elements  of  that  census  was  the  character 
of  the  emigration  which  prevailed.  There  had  been  a  very  large  emigration, 
and  in  the  increase  which  supervened  he  found  it  was  also  large  from  the  cotton 
districts  in  general.  In  22  towns,  taken  promiscuously  from  the  cotton  districts, 
there  had  been  within  a  few  months,  setting  aside  single  men,  no  less  than 
1,460  married  men  who  had  left  the  country  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
of  whom  no  fewer  than  780  had  deserted  their  wives  and  families,  leaving 
2,160  chargeable  on  the  rates.  He  had  also  the  names  of  14  persons  who  had 
emigrated  within  three  months  from  one  spot  near  Manchester,  and  of  these  no 
fewer  than  12  had  deserted  their  wives  and  children.  These  men  in  all  proba- 
bility were  young  and  strong  men,  not  long  married,  and  their  emigration  was 
attended  with  such  calamitous  results  as  must  show  that  there  were  deep 
causes  at  work  for  the  present  state  of  things,  which  was  to  be  lamented,  not 
only  for  its  anti-social  results,  but  for  the  country  generally.  It  would  not  do 
to  say  that  these  men  had  emigrated  with  a  view  afterwards  to  send  for  their 
families,  because  when  Americans  sent  for  manufacturing  hands  from  England, 
and  paid  their  passage,  great  caution  was  exercised  by  the  agents  employed, 
and  written  agreements  were  not  given  to  the  emigrants  till  they  were 
on  board  ship.  In  order  to  present  the  case  in  the  most  condensed  form 
he  should  mainly  confine  himself  to  printed  or  written  statements.  Here  was 
a  well-authenticated  case : 

'*  A  young  man  in  a  company  of  volunteers  was  decoyed  over  to  New  York 
as  follows :  A  companion  of  his  had  seen  an  advertisement  in  some  newspaper 
requiring  first-rate  mechanics  for  a  workshop  in  Canada.  He  searched  out  and 
found  the  advertiser,  who  assured  him  that  work  was  plentiful  in  Canada,  and 
that  he  would  have  permanent  employment  at  35*.  a  week.  At  the  next  inter- 
view with  the  advertiser  (which  took  place  on  the  steps  of  the  Manchester 
Exchange)  the  man  went  with  his  friend,  and  they  agreed  to  go.  They  were 
only  told  to  provide  for  their  voyage,  because  on  their  arrival  in  Canada  they 
would  obtain  employment  immediately,  and  could  get  cash  on  account  of  their 
wages.  Six  men  were  thus  induced  to  go.  When  they  arrived  at  Liverpool 
there  was  a  conveyance  waiting  for  them,  and  they  were  driven  down  to  the 
pier-head.  On  getting  on  board  the  steamer  (called  the  Virginia,)  however, 
they  found  she  was  bound  for  New  York,  and  in  reply  to  their  inquiries  were 
told  that  they  would  be  reshipped  at  New  York  for  Canada.  However,  when 
they  arrived  at  New  York,  the  advertiser  sent  them  to  a  place  to  get  some 
refreshments,  paid  for  it,  and  also  intimated  that  he  had  paid  their  passage  to  Long 
Island.  He  then  disappeared,  and  they  never  saw  him  afterwards.  The  poor 
fellows  knew  nothing  about  Long  Island,  and  went.  They  were  penniless  and 
friendless.  Two  enlisted  at  once.  Four  escaped  to  New  York,  and  then 
enlisted.  One  man  concealed  himself  in  the  hold  of  a  Cunard  steamer  and 
returned  to  England,  sadly  ashamed  of  himself,  and  a  miserable  victim  of  Yan- 
kee rascality." 
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Long  Island,  mentioned  in  this  letter,  was  a  place  where  recruits  bound 
themselves  for  service  in  the  federal  army.  He  could  quote  a  case  even  more 
startling  than  that,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  trespass  too  long  on  the  time  of  the 
house.  It  was  not  a  solitary  case.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  statement  of  a  man 
named  Macartney,  whose  case  was  before  the  foreign  office,  who  had  beendruggedy 
and  while  in  a  state  of  stupefaction  enlisted  in  the  federal  army.  Another 
case  had  been  told  to  him  by  an  honorable  and  gallant  member  of  that  house. 
A  man  sailed  from  London  in  a  ship  for  America.  He  did  not  like  the  provis- 
ions, but  a  very  civil  and  kind  person  who  was  on  board  produced  a  quantity 
of  potted  meats,  and  induced  the  emigrant  to  partake  of  them.  When  about 
to  land,  this  person  asked  the  emigrant  to  come  to  his  house  in  New  York; 
the  emigrant  consented,  was  drugged  with  whiskey,  and  found  himself  a  federal 
soldier.  Here  was  another  case :  A  letter  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Whin- 
nam,  of  Hull,  from  his  nephew,  who  stated  that  he  left  Liverpool  in  an  Ameri- 
can ship.  On  the  voyage  he  was  very  much  ill  used  by  the  captain  and  crew, 
and  he  stated  that  immediately  on  being  landed  he  was  seized  by  soldiers  and 
taken  by  force  to  an  island  near  New  York,  the  name  of  which  he  did  not  give. 
Here  he  met  with  several  other  Englishmen,  all  of  whom  had  been  impressed 
into  the  federal  service.  This  letter,  which  was  dated  June  23,  stated  that  the 
recruits  were  being  drilled  daily,  and  that  the  writer  almost  hourly  expected  to 
receive  orders  to  join  the  army.  He  complained  loudly  that  the  British  gov- 
ernment did  not  interfere  to  prevent  these  scandalous  outrages  upon  English- 
men, apparently  forgetting  that  by  going  to  America  and  on  board  an  American 
ship  he  forfeited  all  reasonable  claim  upon  the  country  he  deserted.  Similar 
cases  were  referred  to  by  Justice  Fitzerald  in  Ireland.  There  was  also  a  proc- 
lamation of  the  lord-lieutenant  on  the  subject,  and  the  numerous  cases  crop- 
ping up  everywhere  showed  that  they  ought  to  b^  inquired  into.  He  was 
aware  that  some  manufacturers  were  of  opinion  that  *when  their  mills  were  re- 
opened many  of  the  persons  who  had  gone  to  America  would  return  to  this 
country.  He  could  not  indulge  in  such  a  hope.  In  the  first  place  many  of 
these  men  would  never  turn  up  again,  being  under  the  ground,  having  been  food 
for  powder.  Others  would  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  better  wages  than  they 
obtained  at  home ;  while  others  would  have  found  new  friends  and  connexions 
which  would  disincline  them  for  returning.  He  therefore  thought  it  was  a  great 
mistake  for  the  manufacturers  to  look  with  equanimity  upon  the  large  emigra- 
tion, and  he  was  informed  that  in  some  parts  of  the  country  labor  was  gettinjj^ 
so  scarce  and  dear  that  when  happier  times  should  anive,  and  the  mills  be 
again  employed,  the  manufacturing  interest  would  be  seriously  embarrassed. 
He  hopea  that  the  manufacturers  would  set  their  mills  to  work  if  even  only  to 
a  limited  extent,  as  it  would  be  nothing  but  an  act  of  wisdom  and  prudence  to 
do  so.  It  W8S  known  that  all  the  passages  on  board  the  steamers  to  America 
were  engaged  for  months  in  advance,  and  he  learnt  from  the  newspapers  that 
there  were  10,000  men  from  Switzerland  waiting  for  passages  to  join  the  fed- 
eral army.  What  was  the  condition  of  emigrants  when  they  got  to  America  t 
He  had  a  letter  from  a  young  man  who  wrote  from  Lawrence,  Massachusetts, 
in  which  he  said  : 

"  I  am  very  much  surprised  that  people  keep  coming  to  this  country,  knowing 
that  paper  money  is  at  such  a  discount  and  provisions  so  very  high^-clothing 

the  same.     Tell  cousin from  me  that  15i.  per  week  in  England  is  better 

than  $8  per  week,  which  is  as  much  as  he  would  get.  For  buard  he  would 
have  to  pay  S4  per  week ;  that  would  leave  84,  which  would  be  of  the  value  of 
6s,  in  English  money.  I  am  getting  $9  50  per  week,  which  is  worth  no  more 
than  16*.  per  week ;  so  you  see  that  I  am  doing  worse  than  I  was  in  England. 
The  war  is  ruining  the  country  :  flour,  that  used  to  sell  for  $7,  is  now  S15  per 
barrel;  sugar  is  35  cents  that  was  12  cents  per  pound;  coals  are  814  per  ton 
that  sold  for  87 ;  wood  is  811  per  cord  that  was  86 ;  tea,  that  was  GO  cents  per 
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pound  when  we  were  here  before,  is  now  $1  40  per  pound.  Things  are  still 
advancing,  and  likely  to  do  so.  Prints  and  calicoes  are  selling  at  a  monstrous 
price;  clothing  of  every  description  is  enormous.    "We  are  trying  to  make  the 

best  of  a  bad  job.    Caution  any  one  that  thinks  of  taking  on  with .    He  is 

misleading  scores ;  telling  them  what  good  wages  they  get  here,  but  Jiot  telling 
them  what  they  have  got  to  pay  for  everything  ;  30  cents  in  England  will  bring 
more  than  SI  here,  take  things  together.  Things  are  very  uncertain  here.  I 
should  not  be  very  much  surprised  if  all  the  places  of  business  are  stopped  up 
in  three  months  from  now.  My  wages  are  not  worth  half  as  much  as  when  we 
came  here  first." 

[Hear.]  That  was  not  a  very  encouraging  prospect  for  those  persons  who  left 
this  country  in  the  hope  of  improving  their  position  in  the  United  JStates.  Witliin 
the  last  few  days  some  papers  had  been  presented  to  the  other  house,  and  had 
also  been  issued  to  the  House  of  Commons,  which  were  well  worthy  of  the  con- 
sideration of  honorable  members,  and  he  thought  that  few  would  rise  from  their 
perusal  without  deep  feelings  of  sorrow.  The  scene  opened,  as  it  were,  upon  a 
melodrama,  only  in  this  case,  unhappily,  the  more  jocose  portions  of  a  melo- 
drama were  wanting.  The  melodrama  opened  with  two  rascals — the  one  pre- 
tending to  have  the  means  of  giving  employment  upon  railways  in  America,  and 
sending  forth  the  other  rascal,  whom,  he  hoped,  he  was  not  uncharitable  nor 
indecorous  in  styling  an  imp  of  the  devil.  [A  laugh.]  The  other  man  went  to 
Ireland.  There  he  plotted  and  made  his  bargain  so  well  that,  upon  the  plea  of 
railway  employment,  he  induced  many  persons,  even  some  who  were  receiving 
good  wages,  to  take  up  with  him  and  to  accompany  him  to  America.  He  got 
120  men  to  go  with  him  in  a  steamer.  It  seemed  as  if  one  of  these  men  was  a 
match  for  him,  for,  that  man  wearing  his  hat  in  a  peculiar  manner  over  his 
eyes,  it  was  not  until  they  arrived  in  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  that  it  was  dis- 
covered that  he  had  only  one  eye.  [Laughter.]  The  man  was,  therefore,  not  fit 
for  a  soldier,  although  he  would  h^ve  been  qualified  as  a  navigator  or  railway 
laborer.  The  agent,  Feeny,  however,  complained  that  he  had  been  deceived;  thus 
showing  that  he  wanted  the  men  for  soldiers,  and  not  for  railway  works.  He 
need  not  enter  into  the  sad  history  of  tliat  transaction,  which  honorable  members 
might  have  read  in  the  newspapere.  He  would  only  briefly  state,  that  when 
they  arrive<l  in  America  these  men  were  supplied  with  abundance  of  whiskey, 
even  before  landing.  When  they  did  land  they  were  again  dosed  with  whiskey, 
made  druuk,  and  got  into  the  police  cells,  when,  through  the  collusion,  it  was 
said,  of  the  police  with  the  recruiting  agents,  many  of  them  were  induced  to 
become  soldiei-s  in  thfe  federal  army.  It  appeared  that  they  did  not  like  their 
position,  for  they  applied  to  the  British  minister  and  consuls,  the  result  of  which 
was  the  correspondence  which  had  been  laid  before  Parliament,  from  which  he 
would  read  one  or  two  extracts.  Consul  Lousada,  at  Boston,  on  March  15, 1864» 
wrote: 

"  The  bounties,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States,  added  to 
local  premiums,  amount  to  $700,  and  even  $820,  besides  $15  to  $25  to  the 
bringer  in  of  a  recruit ;  and  as  the  poor  Irish  are  generally  made  drunk,  and 
given  at  the  outside  $26.  the  sharks  who  prey  on  them  collect  the  balance,  and 
thus  a  cargo  of  120,  as  in  this  instance,  would  net  a  very  large  profit  to  the 
speculators.  There  are  some  features  in  these  transactions  which  involuntarily 
recall  to  my  mind  my  experiences  in  Cuba ;  I  trust,  however,  that  the  publi- 
cation of  what  those  who  hire  themselves  as  laboreis  may  expect  on  this  side 
will  check  the  traffic." 

It  was  also  stated  that  the  recruiting  agents  cleared  $500  by  each  man.  It 
must  also  be  stated,  in  order  to  show  how  plausibly  these  things  were  carried 
on,  that  this  man  Feeny,  who  took  out  a  cargo  of  what  might  be  called  slaves, 
had  been  arrested  in  Ireland  upon  a  charge  of  inducing  men  to  enlist  in  the 
United  Stated  army;  but  he  waA  released,  because  it  was  thought  he  showed 
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BuflScient  proof  tbat  hia  enterprise  was  legitimate,  and  that  his  object  was  simpi  j 
to  obtain  men  to  work  upon  railways.  With  regard  to  many  of  the  men  who 
were  thus  taken  out,  they  could  not  help  enlisting.  As  soon  as  they  arrived  in 
America  they  were  surrounded  by  enlistment  brokers,  were  threatened  with 
sixty  days'  imprisonment  for  being  drunk  and  disorderly,  and,  by  the  collusion 
to  whicli  he  had  referred  between  the  police  and  the  recruiting  agents,  they 
finally  became  soldiers  in  the  United  States  army.  Consul  Murray,  in  a  letter 
to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  April  7,  1864,  wrote : 

**  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  systematic  attempt  made  to  get  these 
immigrants  drunk,  for  the  purpose  of  enlistment.  Policeman  Berrick's  evidence 
on  this  subject  is  most  important.  He  states :  '  While  in  Mr.  Bradley's  (liquor 
store)  there  were  two  or  three  well-dressed  men — I  do  not  know  their  names,  but 
have  seen  them  in  this  city — who  appeared  to  be  liberal  with  their  money;  these 
men  were  not  drinking  themselves,  but  the  immigrants  were.  I  saw  a  man,  who 
said  he  was  from  Augusta,  who  appeared  to  be  talking  with  the  men  out  on  the 
railroad  track.  This  man  said  to  me  he  was  a  recruiting  officer,  and  wanted 
some  of  my  help  to  get  some  of  the  men.  I  told  him  the  police  had  nothing  to 
do  with  business  of  that  kind.  He  insinuated  to  me,  that  if  the  men  wanted 
liquor,  to  aid  them  in  getting  it.  I  told  him  no ;  that  I  did  not  drink  myself, 
and  would  not  assist  in  procuring  any  for  the  men.* " 

Consul  Murray  further  said :  **  The  evidence  given  by  the  police  officers  and 
recruiting  officers  proves  that  there  was  a  very  good  understanding  between 
these  functionaries,  and  that  the  latter  were  even  called  and  admitted  to  the 
cells  with  the  object  of  inducing  the  men  to  enlist." 

That  showed  that  persons  might,  without  secondary  or  improper  views,  be 
taken  out  to  America,  and  there,  finding  themselves  in  difficulties,  might  be 
compelled  to  enlist.  There  was  the  case  of  a  man  named  Ainsworth,  who  left 
Blackburn  for  Canada,  with  the  praiseworthy  motive  of  finding  the  means  of  em- 
ployment for  his  distressed  fellow-towusmei4  Two  bodies  of  thirty  each  went 
out;  but  the  enterprise  appeared  not  to  have  been  successful,  and  Ainsworth 
was  last  heard  of  at  Portland,  while  it  was  unknown  what  had  become  of  his 
companions.  '  He  did  not  desire  to  raise  any  charge  against  the  American  gov- 
ernment; but  he  only  wished  to  warn  his  fellow-countrymen  of  the  dangers  they 
might  incur.  He  had  brought  the  case  before  the  House  of  Commons,  because 
he  believed  that  the  circulation  of  these  facts  throughout  the  country  might,  at 
all  events,  enable  some,  who  might  otherwise  be  deluded  and  inveigled,  to  steer 
clear  of  the  dangers  which  lay  in  their  path.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  would  now 
read  an  extract  from  a  despatch  of  Jjord  Lyons,  dated  Washington,  May  3, 
1864,  and  in  doing  so  he  would  state  that  all  his  information  had  been  obtained 
from  this  side  of  the  water,  and  that  he  had  had  no  correspondence  at  all  upon 
the  subject  with  any  person  in  America.  Lord  Lyons,  writing  to  Earl  Russell, 
said: 

"Washington,  May  3,  1864. 

"  Mv  Lord  :  The  number  of  British  subjects  who  are  serving  in  the  United 
States  army  and  navy  is  very  considerable;  and  complaints  are  constantly 
made  to  me  of  the  practices  by  which  the  enlistment  of  many  of  them  has 
been  effected.  I  may  say,  indeed,  that  the  most  laborious  and  most  painful 
and  unsatisfactory  part  of  the  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  this  legatkm 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  is  connected  with  these  complaints.  No 
pains  have  been  spared  by  her  Majesty's  consuls  and  myself  in  investigating 
them,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  by  us  to  obtain  redress  for  those  which 
have  appeared  to  be  well  founded.  In  few  cases,  however,  have  our  efforts 
produced  any  satisfactory  results." 

Lord  Lyons  then  went  on  to  give  the  following  extracts  from  a  report  by 
Major  Gleneral  Dix,  the  military  commandant  of  New  York,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War: 
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"  Almost  every  imaginable  form  of  outrage  and  deception  has  been  developed 
in  the  cases  in  which  Mr.  Glapp  was  agent  for  the  payment  of  bounties.  •  •  • 
In  some  cases  boys  have  been  seduced  from  their  homes  to  secure  their  enlist- 
ment.   In  others  men  have  been  drugged,  and  enlisted  while  unconscious. 

•  •  *  In  short,  there  is  no  artifice  or  fraud  which  has  not  been  resorted  to 
in  carrying  out  this  system  of  pillage.  •  •  •  Old  men  and  boys,  and 
persons  laboring  under  incurable  diseases,  were  in  numerous  instanc«>s  thrust 
into  the  service  under  this  system  of  public  plunder,  alike  fraudulent  to  the 
recruits  and  the  government.  •  •  •  The  enormous  sum  of  $400,000  has 
been  plundered  by  the  brokers.  •  •  •  The  outrages  practiced  on  recruits 
are  too  unjust  to  be  borne,  and,  in  some  cases,  too  loathsome  to  be  detailed. 
Boys  have  been  seduced  from  their  families,  drugged,  and  then  enlisted.  Two 
were  so  sadly  drugged  that  they  died — one  on  his  arrival  at  Riker's  island,  and 
the  other  on  the  following  day.*' 

He  would  not  attempt  to  deny  that  this  system  was  discountenanced  by  many 
honorable  men  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  also  in  the  ranks  of  the  army. 
General  Dix,  in  writing  to  General  Wistar,  said  : 

"  There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  many — in  fact,  I  think  I  am  justified  in 
saying  the  most— of  these  unfortunate  men  were  either  deceived  or  kidnapped, 
or  both,  in  the  most  scandalous  and  inhuman  manner  in  New  York  city,  where 
they  were  drugged  aiid  carried  ofl*  to  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut,  mustered 
in,  and  uniformed  before  their  consciousness  was  fully  restored.  •  •  • 
Nearly  all  are  foreigners,  mostly  sailors,  both  ignorant  of  and  indifferent  to  the 
objects  of  the  war  in  which  they  thus  suddenly  find  themselves  involved. 

•  •  •  Two  men  were  shot  here  this  morning  for  desertion,  and  over  thirty 
more  are  now  awaiting  trial  or  execution." 

He  would  particularly  call  the  attention  of  intending  emigi'ants  to  the  con- 
cluding sentence  of  the  extract  which  he  had  just  read.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  saw 
that  General  Dix  had  expressed  big  determination  to  do  his  best  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  those  outrages  ;  but  when  they  remembered  the  enormous  profit 
which  accrued  to  the  kidnappers  of  those  poor  wretches,  they  would  at  once 
perceive  the  difiiculty,  if  not  the  impossibility,  of  putting  an  end  to  the  system. 
The  system  itself  was  contrary  to  the  express  regulations  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment to  recruiting  officers : 

"They  will  not  allow  any  man  to  be  deceived  or  inveigled  into  the  service  by 
false  representations,  but  will  in  person  explain  the  nature  of  the  service,  the 
length  of  the  term,  the  pay,  clothing,  rations,  and  other  allowances  to  which  a 
soldier  is  entitled  by  law,  to  every  man  before  he  signs  the  enlistment." 

It  was,  however,  evident  that  people,  after  being  drugged,  had  been  admitted 
into  the  army  even  before  their  return  to  consciousness.  He  did  not  wish  to  be 
unfair  >to  the  United  States  government,  but  he  must  say  that  he  feared  that 
evasions  were  oftentimes  practiced,  and  justice  impeded.  Lord  Lyons  had  asked 
the  government  to  keep  seven  or  eight  men,  from  going  into  battle  until  their 
cases  had  been  decided,  but  the  result  of  his  efforts  was  recorded  in  the  follow- 
ing despatch : 

"  Washinctton,  May  23,  1864. 

"  My  Lord  :  Since  I  first  became  acquainted,  two  months  ago,  with  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  some  of  the  Irish  passengers  on  board  the  Nova  Scotian 
had  been  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  at  Portland,  I  have  never  ceased 
to  urge  the  United  States  government  to  take  measures  to  prevent  their  being 
brought  into  collision  with  the  enemy  pending  the  investigation  of  the  lawful- 
ness of  their  enlistment.  The  copies  of  notes  to  Mr.  Seward  which  have  been 
enclosed  in  my  despatches  to  your  lordship  will  have  shown  your  lordship  how 
(^ten  I  have  insisted  upon  this  in  writing.  I  have  pressed  it  still  oftener  and 
still  more  urgently  in  verbal  communications.    My  endeavors  have,  however. 
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been  of  no  avail.  One  of  the  men  called  at  the  legation  the  day  before  yester- 
day. He  had  been  badly  wounded  in  the  head,  and  sent  back  from  the  anny 
to  the  hospital  here.  Another  of  the  men  had,  he  said,  been  wounded ;  a  third 
was  reported  to  be  killed ;  three  others,  when  he  last  saw  them,  were  advancing 
against  the  enemy  under  a  heavy  musketry  fire." 

From  another  statement  elsewhere  it  appeared  that  two  of  these  men  were 
killed,  and  possibly  the  third  might  have  met  with  the  same  fate.  For  hifl  own 
part,  he  must  say  that  he  deplored  the  fate  of  the  poor  wretches  who  met  with 
such  trentraent.  It  appeared  to  him  that  a  war  of  defence  might  be  justly  urged, 
and  that  in  such  a  war  it  was  the  duty  of  men  to  join  for  the  defence  of  their 
countiy.  He  believed  also  that  a  war  of  aggression  was  undoubtedly  very 
wicked,  but  when  persons  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  dispute  took  part  in 
the  warfare,  such  conduct  was  in  reality  nothing  better  than  murder.  It  was 
true  that  there  was  a  class  of  filibusters  and  buccaneers  whose  conduct  was 
frequently  viewed  with  a  certain  amount  of  approbation  by  some  portions  of 
mankind.  They  knew  what  an  evil  effect  the  aaveuturous  deeds  of  such  high- 
waymen as  Dick  Turpin  and  Claude  Duval  had  had  upon  the  minds  of  large 
numbers  of  youths,  and  even  older  people ;  and  the  same  feeling  of  approbation 
would,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  accorded  by  many  to  those  who  distinguish  them- 
selves by  bravery,  although  they  might  have  been  engaged  in  a  quarrel  in  which 
international  law  and  justice  were  alike  against  them.  He  did  not,  however, 
believe  that  such  a  feeling  would  be  entertained  when  hordes  of  people  went 
from  this  country  and  mingled  in  the  distressing  conflict  now  going  on  in  the 
United  States ;  and  when  their  participation  in  that  warfare  was  the  result  of 
treachery  and  deceit  everybody  would  exclaim  against  it,  and  demand  that 
every  exertion  should  be  made  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  system.  [Hear,  hear.J 
He  had  no  desire  to  say  anything  against  either  the  government  or  the  army  of 
the  United  States.  He  cared  not  what  form  of  government  regulated  the  affairs 
of  a  countrv,  so  it  protected  industry  and  international  right,  so  it  took  means 
fairly  to  administer  justice  and  find  employment  for  the  energies  of  mankind, 
and  so  that  it  were  a  government  luider  which  the  people  could  live  and  enjoy 
a  fair  amount  of  happiness;  and  as  long  as  that  was  the  case,  he  cared  not 
whether  the  government  were  monarchical,  constitutional,  or  republican.  Still 
less  did  he  desire  to  say  anything  against  the  brave  army  of  the  United  Staters* 
which,  as  well  as  its  opponents,  had  exhibited  powers  of  endurance  and  fighting 
rarely  paralleled  in  history.  The  character  of  the  United  States  army  for 
bravery  would  never  in  future  be  disputed,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  but 
justice  to  those  brave  soldiers  that  the  slaughter,  if  it  could  not  cease,  should 
not  at  all  events  be  upheld  by  supplies  from  other  countries.  [Hear,  hear.l 
Their  bravery  entitled  them  to  something  better  than  being  reduced  to.  dust  and 
being  made  food  for  gunpowder,  and  it  was  high  time  that  we  should  cease  to 
contribute  such  a  result,  by  sending  forth  such  hosts  of  emigrants  from  this 
country.  The  widows,  orphans,  and  mourning  relatives  of  these  brave  men 
were  entitled  to  some  consideration.  He  believed  that  many  on  both  sides  were 
now  praying  most  fervently,  though,  from  motives  of  fear,  the  prayer  might  not 
be  readily  expressed,  for  the  cessation  of  this  conflict.  It  was  due  to  them, as 
well  that  we  should  do  all  we  could  to  prevent  any  fuel  being  supplied  to  tiiis 
devouring  flame.  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  man  in  this  country  who,  from 
his  position,  was  competent  to  decide  upon  this  question,  who  held  his  hand 
the  various  webs  of  negotiation  within  the  last  few  years,  and  who,  he  hoped* 
when  the  proper  time  came,  would  have  the  discretion  to  exercise  his  power  in 
the  interests  of  peace  ?  The  wishes  of  the  government  must,  of  course,  be  to 
give  peace  to  an  afflicted  continent,  and  to  take  away  so  great  a  stain  fi-om  the 
human  race.  l^Ieanwhile,  Earl  Hussell  had  expressed  the  foUowiug  opinion  in 
a  despatch  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  May  27,  1864 : 

"  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered,  in  commuiiication  with  the  law 
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advisers  of  the  crown,  your  lordship's  despatches  of  the  14th  of  March  and  19th 
of  April,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Irishmen  recently  enlisted  at  Portland  and 
Boston  for  service  in  the  United  States  army ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  yon  that 
it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  he  clear  from  these  papers,  and  froiti 
the  reports  on  the  same  subject  which  have  been  received  from  her  Majesty's 
consols  at  those  ports,  that  no  doabt  can  be  entertained  that  the  enlistment  of 
these  Irishmen  was  the  result  of  a  fraodnlent  scheme,  contrived  and  executed 
in  disregard  of  the  laws  and  neutral  rights  of  Great  Britain.  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment consider  that  the  men  enlisted  at  Portland  were  induced,  in  evident 
bad  faith  and  under  false  pretences,  to  leave  their  own  country  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  employment,  which  was  not  really  ready  for  them  on  their  arrival 
in  the  United  States;  that  on  landing  at  Portland  they  were  designedly  plied 
with  drink,  and  that  they  were  then  dealt  with  in  a  manner  which  (although 
it  might  be  the  legal  consequence  of  their  disordered  condition)  made  it  natural 
Mid  almost  inevitable  that  they  should  easily  yield  to  the  persuasions  of  the 
recroiting  officers,  who  were  on  the  look-out  for  them,  and  obtained  access  to 
them  while  in  confinement,  by  the  aid  of  the  police  authorities." 

Two  or  three  weeks  a^o«  feeling  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  the  ease  before 
Ae  house,  he  had  plac^  a  notice  on  the  paper  upon  this  subject,  in  order  to 
warn  those  who  mi^it  otherwise  be  exposed  to  these  calamities.  He  had  com- 
municated with  the  secretary  for  the  colonies,  thinking  that  he  might,  through 
the  emigration  agent  at  Liverpool,  give  to  intending  emigrants  infcmnation  which 
might  have  the  same  efifect.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  since  shown 
him  a  ticket  which  was  delivered  to  emigrants,  advising  them  to  take  care  of 
persons  whom  they  met,  and  giving  them  other  suggestions  which  were,  no 
doubt,  of  value.  AH  he  objected  to  in  the  ticket  was  this  statement:  '*Be- 
member  the  American  dollar  is  eqaal  to  is,  2d,  English  money,  and  the  cent 
is  equal  to  a  half-penny."  [Laughter.]  Now,  he  had  shown  that  the  dollar 
was  worth  nothing  like  that,  and  he  hoped  tiiat,  upon  this  point,  some  further 
information  would  be  supplied  to  emigrants.  [Hear.]  He  had  made  this  plain 
statement  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  and  hoped  that  it  might  do  some  little 
good  by  keeping,  if  possible,  some  few  of  these  poor  wretches  away  from  the 
war,  and  by  thus  contributing  to  put  a  stop  to  a  struggle  which  was  a  disgrace 
to  hmnaniiy.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  d^d  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  foreign  office 
or  the  government,  or  to  give  rise  to  any  bad  feeling,  but  he  appealed  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Layard)  and  the  House  of  Commons  for  some  ex-  . 
pression  of  feeling  on  this  subject,  if  it  were  possible.  No  doubt  the  foreign 
office  would  do  all  it  could  to  get  redress  for  these  poor  wrtstches,  who^  though 
they  might  be  foolish  and  misguided  enough  to  "  seek  the  bubble  reputation  in 
the  cannon's  mouth,"  were  still,  so  long  as  they  remained  British  subjects,  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  British  government,  and  shonld  be- looked  on  as 
the  erring  children  of  this  country.  He  wished  to  use  no  threats  towards  any 
other  nation.  But  the  house  had  lately  been  told  that  our  shijpe  of  five  guns 
were  now  as  efficient  as  our  ships  of  130  guns  used  to  be ;.  our  resources  were 
ample ;  our  wealth  never  was  greater ;  we  were  in  a  position  to  be  the  arbiters 
of  the  world ;  and  at  all  events-  our  voice  should  have  the  weight  which  had 
ahrays  attached  to  the  voice  of  England.  He  trusted  that  the  government, 
conscious  of  the  national  strength,  conscious  of  the  goodness  of  the  cause,  and 
conscious,  moreover,  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had  stated,  (for  he  had  not  stated 
one  hundredth  part  of  the  evil,)  would  lose  no  opportunity  of  remedying  and 
relieving  the  sufferings  of  these  poor  people^  and  of  distributing  information 
so  that  other  persons  might  not  be  led  astray.  He  trusted  tdso  that  they 
would  take  every  means  in  their  power,  if  the  opportunity  presented  itself^  by 
a  kind  and  charitable  mediation,  of  bringing  to  a  dose  this  disastrous  intsime- 
cine  war,  so  that  peace  might  onoe  more  resume- her  sway  over  the  American  con- 
17  c  * 
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been  of  no  avail.  One  of  the  men  called  at  the  legation  the  day  before  yester- 
day. He  liad  been  badly  wounded  in  the  head,  and  sent  back  from  the  anny 
to  the  hoBpital  here.  Another  of  the  men  had,  he  said,  been  wounded ;  a  third 
was  reported  to  be  killed ;  three  others,  when  he  last  saw  them,  were  advancing 
against  the  enemy  under  a  heavy  musketry  fire." 

From  another  statement  elsewhere  it  appeared  that  two  of  these  men  were 
killed,  and  possibly  the  third  might  have  met  with  the  same  fate.  For  his  own 
part,  he  must  say  that  he  deplored  the  fate  of  the  poor  wretches  who  met  with 
such  trentraent.  It  appeared  to  him  that  a  war  of  defence  might  be  justly  urged, 
and  that  in  such  a  war  it  was  the  duty  of  men  to  join  for  the  defence  of  their 
countiy.  He  believed  also  that  a  war  of  aggression  was  undoubtedly  very 
wicked,  but  when  persons  who  had  nothiug  to  do  with  the  dispnte  took  part  in 
the  warfare,  such  conduct  was  in  reality  nothing  better  than  murder.  It  was 
true  that  there  was  a  class  of  filibusters  and  buccaneers  whose  conduct  was 
frequently  viewed  with  a  certain  amount  of  approbation  by  some  portions  of 
mankind.  They  knew  what  an  evil  effect  the  adventurous  deeds  of  such  high- 
waymen as  Dick  Turpin  and  Claude  Duval  had  had  upon  the  minds  of  large 
numbers  of  youths,  and  even  older  people ;  and  the  Bame  feeling  of  approbation 
would,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  accorded  by  many  to  those  who  distinguish  them- 
selves by  bravery,  although  they  might  have  been  engaged  in  a  quariel  in  which 
international  law  and  justice  were  alike  against  them.  He  did  not,  however, 
believe  that  such  a  feeling  would  be  entertained  when  hordes  of  people  went 
from  this  country  and  mingled  in  the  distressing  conflict  now  going  on  in  the 
United  States ;  and  when  their  participation  in  that  warfare  was  the  result  of 
treachery  and  deceit  everybody  would  exclaim  against  it,  and  demand  that 
every  exertion  should  be  made  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  system.  [Hear,  hcar.J 
He  had  no  desire  to  say  anything  against  either  the  government  or  the  army  of 
the  United  States.  He  cared  not  what  form  of  government  regulated  the  affairs 
of  a  countrv,  so  it  protected  industry  and  international  right,  so  it  took  means 
fairly  to  aclminister  justice  and  find  employment  for  the  energies  of  mankind, 
and  so  that  it  were  a  government  under  which  the  people  could  live  and  enjoy 
a  fair  amount  of  happiness;  and  as  long  as  that  was  the  case,  he  cared  not 
whether  the  government  were  monarchical,  constitutional,  or  republican.  Still 
less  did  he  desire  to  say  anything  against  the  brave  army  of  the  United  States, 
which,  as  well  as  its  opponents,  had  exhibited  powers  of  endurance  and  fighting 
rarely  paralleled  in  history.  The  character  of  the  United  States  army  for 
bravery  would  never  in  future  be  disputed,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  but 
justice  to  those  brave  soldiers  that  the  slaughter,  if  it  could  not  cease,  should 
not  at  all  events  be  upheld  by  supplies  from  other  countries.  [Hear,  hear.l 
Their  bravery  entitled  them  to  something  better  than  behig  reduced  to.  dust  and 
being  made  food  for  gunpowder,  and  it  was  high  time  that  we  should  cease  to 
contribute  such  a  result,  by  sending  forth  such  hosts  of  emigrants  from  this 
country.  The  widows,  orphans,  and  mourning  relatives  of  these  brave  men 
were  entitled  to  some  consideration.  He  believed  that  many  on  both  sides  were 
now  praying  most  fervently,  though,  from  motives  of  fear,  the  prayer  might  not 
be  readily  expressed,  for  the  cessation  of  this  conflict.  It  was  due  to  them, as 
well  that  we  should  do  all  we  could  to  prevent  any  fuel  being  supplied  to  this 
devouring  flame.  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  man  in  this  country  who,  from 
his  position,  was  competent  to  decide  upon  this  question,  who  held  his  hand 
the  various  webs  of  negotiation  within  the  last  few  years,  and  who,  he  hoped, 
when  the  proper  time  came,  would  have  the  discretion  to  exercise  his  power  in 
the  interests  of  peace  1  The  wishes  of  the  government  must,  of  course,  be  to 
give  peace  to  an  afflicted  continent,  and  to  take  away  so  great  a  stain  from  the 
human  race.  l^Ieanwhile,  Earl  Hussell  had  expressed  the  following  opinion  in 
a  despatch  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  May  27,  1864 : 

**  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered,  in  commoiiication  with  the  law 
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advisers  of  the  crown,  your  lordship's  despatdies  of  the  14th  of  March  and  19th 
of  April,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Irishmen  rec^itly  enlisted  at  Portland  and 
Boston  for  service  in  the  United  States  army ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  jon  that 
it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  he  clear  from  these  papers,  and  from 
the  reports  on  the  same  subject  which  have  been  received  from  her  Majesty's 
consnJs  at  those  ports,  that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the  enlistment  of 
these  Irishmen  was  the  result  of  a  fraudulent  scheme,  contrived  and  executed 
in  disregard  of  the  laws  and  neutral  rights  of  Great  Britain.  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment consider  that  the  men  enlisted  at  PorUand  were  induced,  in  evident 
bad  ffuth  and  under  false  pretences,  to  leave  their  own  country  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  employment,  which  was  not  really  ready  for  them  on  their  arrival 
in  the  United  States;  that  on  landing  at  Portland  they  were  designedly  plied 
with  drink,  and  that  they  were  then  dealt  with  in  a  manner  which  (although 
it  might  be  the  legal  consequence  of  their  disordered  condition)  made  it  natural 
and  idmost  inevitable  that  they  should  easily  yield  to  the  persuasions  of  the 
recruiting  officers,  who  were  on  the  look-out  for  them,  and  obtained  access  to 
them  while  in  confinement,  by  the  aid  of  the  police  authorities." 

Two  or  three  weeks  ago,  feeling  it  to  be  hie  duty  to  bring  the  ease  before 
Ae  house,  he  had  placed  a  notice  on  the  paper  upon  this  subject,  iu  order  to 
warn  those  who  might  otherwise  be  exposed  to  these  calamities.  He  had  com- 
municated with  the  secretary  for  the  colonies,  thinking  that  he  might,  through 
the  emigration  agent  «t  Liverpool,  give  to  intending  emigrants  information  which 
might  have  the  same  effect.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  since  shown 
him  a  ticket  which  was  delivered  to  emigrants,  advising  them  to  take  care  of 
persons  whom  they  met,  and  giving  them  other  suggestions  which  were,  no 
doubt,  of  value.  All  he  objected  to  in  the  ticket  was  this  statement:  '*Be- 
member  the  American  dollar  is  equal  to  is.  2d.  English  money,  and  the  cent 
is  equal  to  a  half-penny."  [Laughter.]  Now,  he  had  shown  that  the  dollar 
was  worth  nothing  like  Uiat,  and  he  hoped  tiiat,  upon  this  point,  some  further 
information  would  be  supplied  to  emigrants.  [Hear.]  He  had  made  this  plain 
statement  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  and  hoped  that  it  might  do  some  little 
good  by  keeping,  if  possible,  some  few  of  these  poor  wretches  away  from  the 
war,  and  by  thus  contributing  to  put  a  stop  to  a  struggle  which  was  a  disgrace 
to  humanity.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  foreign  office 
or  the  government,  or  to  give  rise  to  any  bad  feeling,  but  he  appealed  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Layard)  and  the  House  of  Commons  for  some  ex- 
pression of  feeling  on  this  subject,  if  it  were  possible.  No  doubt  the  foreign 
office  would  do  all  it  could  to  get  redress  for  these  poor  wrtstches,  who^  though 
they  might  be  foolish  and  misguided  enough  to  **  seek  the  bubble  reputation  in 
the  cannon's  month,"  were  still,  so  long  as  they  remained  British  subjects,  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  British  government,  and  should  be-  looked  on  as 
the  erring  children  of  this  country.  He  wished  to  use  no  threats  towards  any 
other  nation.  But  the  house  had  lately  been  told  that  our  shijpe  oi'  five  guns 
were  now  as  efficient  as  our  ships  of  130  guns  used  to  be ;.  our  resources  were 
ample ;  our  wealth  never  was  greater ;  we  were  in  a  position  to  be  the  arbiters 
of  the  world ;  and  at  all  events  our  voice  should  have  the  weight  which  had 
always  attached  to  the  voice  of  England.  He  trusted  that  the  government, 
conscious  of  the  national  strength,  conscious  of  the  goodness  of  the  cause,  and 
conscious,  moreover,  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had  stated,  (for  he  had  not  stated 
one  hundredth  part  of  the  evil,)  would  lose  no  opportunity  of  remedying  and 
relieviiig  the  sufierings  of  these  poor  people^  and  of  distributing  information 
80  that  other  persons  might  not  be  led  astray.  He  trusted  aLo  that  they 
would  take  every  means  in  their  power,  if  the  opportunity  presented  itself,  by 
a  kind  and  charitable  mediation,  of  bripging  te  a  dose  this  disastrous  intsime- 
etne  war,  so  that  peace  might  onoe  more  resunaeher  sway  over  the  American  c«n- 
17  c  * 
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tment    [Cbeers.]    He  begged  to  move  an  addreet  for  papers  on  the  subject  of 
emigration  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  La  YARD  thought  hie  noble  friend  had  done  good  service  by  the  speech 
he  had  just  deliver^.  [Hear,  hear.]  This  was  a  most  difficult  question  to 
deal  with,  and  he  knew  not  how  the  undoubted  grieyances  which  existed  were 
to  be  remedied,  except  by  giving  the  public  caution  which  his  noble  friend  had 
addressed  to  the  house.  He  hoped  that  what  his  noble  friend  had  said  would 
go  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  that  those  individuals 
who  were  being  induced  to  cross  the  Atlantic  might  be  placed  on  their  guard, 
and  warned  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  would  be  exposed  on  arriving  in 
America.  It  was  impossible  for  the  government  to  deal  with  this  question  in 
any  other  way  than  by  reiterating  the  warnings  of  his  noble  friend,  and  by  do- 
ing all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  instruct  those  who  went  to  the  United  States 
as  to  the  dangers  which  awaited  them  there.  For  this  purpose  the  caution  on 
the  cards,  read  by  his  noble  friend,  had  been  addressed  to  emigrants.  But  al- 
though a  great  many  of  these  persons  were  seduced  on  their  arrival  in  the 
United  States  and  were  treated  in  the  way  described,  being  forced  against  their 
will  to  become  soldiers  of  the  United  States,  a  large  number  of  them  were  not 
exposed  to  this  risk.  They  were  induced  to  go  to  America  upon  the  repre- 
sentations (many  very  just  representations)  that  o«  their  arrival  they  would 
receive  immediate  employment  and  much  higher  wages  than  they  would  re- 
ceive in  this  country.  It  was,  therefore,  not  wonderful  that  large  numbers  of 
persons,  especially  in  Ireland,  should  wish. to  cross  the  water.  As  to  the  per- 
sons who  had  been  guilty  of  seducing  these  unfortunate  victims,  they  so  carried 
on  their  business  in  this  country  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  government  to 
touch  them.  It  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  bring  home  the  offence  to  these 
persons,  because  they  took  care,  while  under  the  laws  of  this  country,  not  to 
infringe  them  openly.  The  description  which  his  noble  friend  had  given  as 
to  what  awaited  these  unfortunate  persons  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean  was 
too  true.  Almost  daily  communications  on  the  subject  were  receive  at  the 
foreign  office.  In  fact,  he  was  constantly  receiving  letters  from  honorable  mem- 
bers on  the  subject.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that  an  honorable  and  gallant 
friend  gave  him  a  letter  which  disclosed  a  most  melancholy  case.  A  man  went 
to  the  States  in  search  of  employment,  in^nding  as  soon  as  he  obtained  it  to 
send  for  his  wife  and  family.  He  fell  in  with  an  agent  on  board  the  ship,  who 
gained  his  confidence  and  invited  him  to  his  house  on  their  arrival  at  New  York. 
There  the  poor  man  was  made  drunk,  and  found  himself  next  day  engaged, 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  as  a  soldier  in  the  federal  army.  In  a  fit  of 
desperation  he  deserted ;  and  his  wife  had  lately  received  from  him  the  last 
letter  probably  he  would  ever  write,  announcing  that  he  had  been  arrested, 
convicted  by  a  court-martial,  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  The  government  had 
done  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  these  unhappy  proceedings.  Lord  Lyons  had 
been  quite  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  for  the  protection  of  British  interests  in 
the  States.  A  return  was  moved  for  in  the  other  house  of  the  number  of  cases 
in  which  representations  had  been  made  as  to  the  lives  and  property  of  British 
subjects  in  America.  It  took  a  gentleman  in  the  foreign  office  three  months  to 
prepare  that  return,  and  in  doing  so  he  had  to  consult  many  thousand  docu- 
ments. In  fact,  an  incredible  amount  of  work  had  been  undertaken  by  the 
mission  in  regard  to  these  matters.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  did  not  say  that  the 
American  government  had  not,  in  most  cases,  expressed  themselves  willing  to 
do  justice ;  but,  as  his  noble  friend  stated,  the  re^rences  from  one  office  to  an- 
other, and  the  evasions  of  officers  in  command  of  regiments,  who  were  unwil- 
ling to  surrender  any  of  their  men,  defeated  the  ends  of  justice.  It  soraetimea 
happened  that  when  they  had  traced  a  man  he  was  killed  or  removed  out  of 
reach  before  measures  could  be  taken  for  his  release.  Every  endeavor  would 
be  made  to  give  protection  to  these  unfortunate  emigrants;  but  nothing  would 
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be  of  greater  practical  utiltty  than  tbe  able  speech  of  his  noble  friend.  [Hear.] 
He  trusted  that  that  speech  wonld  go  throughout  the  country  and  serre  as  a 
warning  to  intending  emigrants  of  the  tricks  and  seductions  to  which  thej 
would  be  exposed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  [Hear,  hear.]  It  was  the 
duty  of  all  persons  connected  in  any  way  with  emigration,  as,  for  instance,  resid* 
ing  in  districts  from  which  emigration  was  taking  place,  to  circulate  the  warn- 
ing as  much  as  possible.  His  noble  friend's  remark  as  to  the  change  in  the 
vidue  of  the  doLar  and  the  cent  was  perfectly  true,  and  he  would  take  care  to 
bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  colonial  office  in  order  that  the  oircnlar 
might  be  corrected.  [Hear,  hear.]  Having  been  under  the  impression,  until  he 
arrived  iu  the  house,  that  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend  would  be  answered  by 
his  right  honorable  friend  the  colonisd  secretary,  he  was  not  prepared,  as  he 
would  otherwise  have  been,  to  supply  any  inrther  information  on  the  subject. 
All  the  facts  stated  by  his  noble  friend  were,  he  believed,  strictly  true,  and  had 
been  brought  forward,  not  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  American  govern- 
ment, whicb  all  must  deprecate,  but  in  a  way  that  could  give  offence  to  none. 
[Hear,  hear.]  He  could  not  but  hope  that  the  American  government  would  do 
what  they  could  to  prevent  these  great  abuses  from  taking  place  in  the  seaport 
towns.  If  the  authorities  desired,  they  might  do  a  good  d^  in  that  direction, 
[hear,  hear,]  <uid  he  hoped  the  speech  of  his  noble  friend  would  produce  an  im- 
pression on  the  other  as  well  as  on  this  side  of  the  ocean.  If  such  a  state  of 
things  existed  in  this  country,  he  was  sure  every  honorable  man  would  desire 
to  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  no  government  would  hesitate  to  punish  those  who 
attempted  to  infringe  the  laws.  His  noble  friend  was  right  in  saying  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  opposed  to  any  such  proceedings.  Of  course 
nothing  could  be  done  to  check  emigration,  but  emigrants  might  be  put  on  their 

fuard  as  to  the  reception  they  had  to  expect  in  New  York.  [Hear,  hear.]  A 
espatch  had  been  received  within  a  few  days  from  I^ord  Lyons  stating  that 
Are  or  six  men  had  recently  been  released  from  the  army,  and  that  Mr.  3eward 
had  promised  to  institute  a  stringent  inquiry,  and  to  set  free  any  others  who  had 
been  improperly  enlisted.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  would  endeavor,  during  tbe  re- 
cess, to  collect  the  information  which  his  noble  friend  desired.  [Hear,  hear.] 
Mr.  Fbrrand  said  the  working  classes  were  greatly  indebted  to  the  noble 
lord  for  the  speech  he  had  made,  and  asked  whether  the  government  oould  not 
undertake  to  get  it  circulated  throughout  the  country.  [Mr.  M.  Gibson  shook 
his  head.]  A  part  of  the  secret  service  money  could  not  be  more  usdUly  ex- 
pended. 

Mr.  Hennbssy  wished  to  learn  from  the  chief  secretary  for  Ireland,  whether, 
since  the  debate  on  Irish  emigration,  he  had  received  infonnation  that  the  de- 
parture of  men,  evidently  for  the  American  army,  was  still  going  on.  He  was 
informed  that  the  number  of  vessels  and  emigrants  leaving  Cork  was  as  great 
now  as  at  any  time  during  the  early  part  of  last  year.  In  his  opinion  the  noble 
lord  had  performed  an  important  public  service  in  directing  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  his  speech  contrasted  favorably  with  that  of  another  noble  lord  on  a 
former  occasion,  who  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the  law  of  level.  They 
were  then  told  that  as  employment  and  high  wages  were  to  be  found  in  America 
emigrants  must  go  there.  The  government  would  not  consent  at  that  time  even 
to  the  resolution  he  moved  that  the  decline  of  population  in  Ireland  was  to  be 
regretted.  So  far  from  his  poor  countrymen  beiog  well  off  in  America,  the 
papers  laid  on  the  table  disclosed  a  very  different  picture.     One  writer  said : 

"  The  condition  of  the  men  the  morning  after  their  arrival  in  Charlestown  was 
anything  but  gratifying.  Their  number  had  already  been  diminished  by  those 
len  behind  at  Portland,  and  of  these  the  recruiting  agents  had  snapped  up  eight. 
Without  money,  without  friends,  with  scanty  clothing,  with  no  means  to  procure 
sustenance,  they  would  have  suffered  greatly  had  not  kind-hearted  country- 
women Bt^plied  their  wants.    Becmiting  agents  hovored  roond  thenv  and  ia 
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the  coime  of  the  day  gobbled  np  Berer al.  On  the  evening  of  Thursday  they 
had  another  interview^  with  Mr.  Kidder,  when  they  were  told  the  hall  must  be 
cleared,  and  they  would  not  hare  had  a  place  to  lay  their  heads  had  not  Captain 
John  Warren,  who  keeps  an  establishment  in  that  street,  near  by,  bestirred  hipi- 
fldf  and  procured  billets  for  them  upon  the  neighbors  round.  Yesterday  morn- 
ing they  were  still  in  Bunker  Hill  street,  subsisting  upon  charity,  and  still  pes- 
tered with  recruiting  agents." 

Again,  this  was  the  sort  of  food  they  got : 

«*  Their  supper,  when  they  arrired  in  Bunker  HiU  street,  after  fasting  all  day, 
eonsisted  of  a  barrel  of  crackers  and  a  cheese,  with  a  knife  on  it,  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  *  Who  shall  ? '  and  there  was  a  scramble,  some  getting  enough  for  fire, 
others  getting  nothing.  For  breakfast  they  had  buckets  of  whiskey.  That  night, 
without  beds,  or  cTen  straw,  enlisting  agents  were  among  them  idl  the  time."  • 

Buch  was  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  Irish  emigrants,  who  were  tempted 
to  leare  their  country  by  representations  of  the  high  bounties  to  be  obtained  in 
America,  which  were  made,  not  merely  by  American  agents,  but  by  memben 
of  her  Majesty's  goremment.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  trusted  that  the  goremment 
would  in  ftiture  look  to  the  real  facts  of  the  case  as  stated  in  authentic  papers, 
and  not  to  theoretical  doctrines  of  the  law  of  lerel.  He  hoped,  also,  that  they 
would  afford  to  the  suffering  people  of  Ireland  the  same  assistance,  in  the  shape 
of  advances  for  public  woiiui,  which  had  been  furnished  to  Lancashire.  [Hear, 
hear.] 

Mr.  Lindsay  also  hoped  that  the  very  able  and  excellent  speech  of  the  noble 
lord  would  obtain  wide  publicity,  although  he  hardly  knew  how  its  circulation 
could  be  undtartaken  by  the  house.  These  poor  Irish  emigrants  might  not  be 
aware  of  the  ftict  that  the  American  dollar  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  was 
worth  only  about  li.  Gd,  of  English  money.  The  report  of  the  chairman  of  the 
military  committee  of  the  Senate  showed  that,  between  the  30th  of  May,  18^, 
and  the  30th  of  May,  1864,  no  less  than  700,000  men  were  drafted  into  the 
federal  service,  were  on  the  pay-roll  of  the  United  States,  and  he  believed  were 
marched  into  the  field.  Altogether,  horn  the  first  outbreak  of  that  dreadful  and 
vain  war,  down  to  the  30th  of  June  last,  there  had  been  drafted  into  the  fed- 
eral service  and  placed  upon  its  pay-roll  no  less  than  2,300,000  men,  he  pre- 
sumed that  there  were  now  close  upon  1,000,000  men  upon  the  pay-roll  of  the 
federal  government,  although  there  could  hardly  be  more  than  500,000  of  them 
in  active  service.  But  even  supposing  the  whole  million  to  be  available,  what 
had  become  of  the  other  1,300,000  ?  That  was  a  matter  which  the  young  »en 
of  Ireland  and  Germany  who  thought  of  emigrating  to  the  United  States  would 
do  well  to  ponder  over.  Half  a  million  and  more  of  those  men  were  either  in 
their  graves  or  disabled  for  life.  We  had  subscribed  and  voted  in  that  house 
about  c63,000,000  for  the  relief  of  the  distress  in  Lancashire  caused  by  that 
lamentable  war.  Again,  the  cost  of  manufactured  cotton  goods  to  the  people  of 
this  country  in  1860,  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  was  about  <£t5,000,0W 
per  annum,  and  the  value  of  those  same  goods  now  was  close  upon  <€60,000,000, 
so  that  the  actual  direct  loss  upon  cotton  goods  alone  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try was  about  <£35,000,000,  besides  the  money  voted  and  subscribed.  [Hear, 
hear.]  If  the  people  of  this  country  thought  the  war  would  result  in  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Union,  or  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, perhaps  they  would  be  willing  to  bear  these  evils ;  but  their  general 
feeling  was  that  it  was  a  vain  war,  in  which  the  north  could  never  attain  its  end 
of  subjugating  the  south.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  answer  given  that  day  by 
the  under-secretary  of  foreign  affairs.  There  was  an  impression  abroad  that  If 
her  Majesty's  government  had  used  the  same  diligence  to  find  out  these  enlist- 
.  ments  for  the  federal  service  as  they  had  used  to  find  out  whether  certain  vea- 
aels  were  being  built  for  the  confederates,  these  enlistments  would  have  been 
•topped.  But  thematter  was  no  doubt  attended  with  difficul^f  and  he  b^eved 
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that  tbe  foreign  offiee  had  more  than  once  said,  **  Only  give  ng  proof  that  a  man 
has  been  enlisted  in  this  country,  only  give  us  somethLig  to  go  upon,  and  we 
will  act  with  promptitude." 

Sir  R.  Pbbl  saia  he  should  haTfvcome  prepared  with  details  which  he  thought 
would  have  refuted  the  -honorable  and  learned  members'  assertion  that  emigra* 
tion  and  enlistment  were  still  going  on  in  Ireland  in  the  same  degree  as  was  the 
case,  some  time  ago,  if  he  had  expected  that  the  question  would  have  been  dis** 
eossed  again  that  daj.  The  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  issued  a  proclama- 
tion on  the  subject,  which  had  been  circulated  throughout  the  country ;  and  he 
hoped,  and  indeed  believed,  that  it  had  had  a  salutary  effect  in  checking  emigra* 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  enlistment.  The  government  could  not  stop  the  emigra* 
tion,  but  they  warned  the  people  as  much  as  possible  against  tne  traps  and 
snares  that  were  laid  for  them.  He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the  interest* 
ing  speech  of  the  noble  lord*  and  thought  it  was  a  most  admirable  demonstration 
of  humane  and  charitable  feeling,  whicn  would  certainly  be  productive  of  great 
good.  It  was  only  bv  such  kindly  and  temperate  expressions  of  opinion  as  the 
noble  lord  had  uttered  that  these  poor  people  who  were  contemplating  emiffra* 
tion  could  be  induced  to  open  their  eyes  and  give  ear  to  the  advice  which  had 
already  been  given  to  them  by  the  government.  He  could  onlv  say  that  the 
executive  in  Ireland  had  taken  all  the  steps  in  their  power  to  place  before  the 
people  the  gross  fraud  which  was  practiced  on  them,  as  shown  in  the  documents 
which  had  been  quoted.  The  individual  who  had  been  referred  to  had  not  been 
lost  s^t  of  as  long  as  he  was  in  Ireland.  In  fact,  one  of  their  detectives  had 
alept  in  the  same  1^  with  him,  [laughter,]  and  he  could  assure  the  house  that 
the  most  vigilant  eye  was  fixed  upon  the  movement  The  measures  ordered  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  would,  he  felt  confident,  tend  to  diminish  the  evil  which  had 
hitherto  been  complained  of. 

Mr.  P.  Taylor  thought  it 'unfortunate  for  the  noble  lord's  object  that  his 
motion  had  been  supported  by  the  honorable  member  for  Sunderland,  because 
that  honorable  gentleman  was  well  known  as  a  warm  partisan  of  the  southern 
confederacy.     The  aim  and  objects  of  the  war  raging  in  America  had  not  been 

Suite  fairly  dealt  with  in  that  discussion.  The  people  of  this  country  not  only 
esired  peace,  but  that  the  war  should  end  in  the  sweeping  away  of  the  accursed 
institution  of  slavery,  which  had  given  rise  to  it.  He  was  aware  that  his  views 
on  that  subject  were  unpopular  in  that  house  [hear,  hear,]  and  among  the  upper 
ten  thousand ;  but  the  mass  of  the  people  of  England  were  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  the  northern  States,  as  was  shown  by  the  result  of  numerous  public 
meetings.  When  the  interference  <^  British  subjects  in  the  American  struggle 
was  so  much  condemned,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  that  was  exactly  what 
our  countrymen  were  doing  in  China  and  Japan,  and  that  many  persons  also 
held  that  we  were  degraded  because  we  did  not  interfere  in  the  contest  between 
Denmark  and  Germany.  The  noble  lord  said  he  hoped  that  England  would 
«8e  no  threats  towards  America,  and  yet,  he  added,  that  she  was  in  a  condition 
to  use  threats  if  she  pleased,  because  her  strength  might  enable  her  to  become 
the  arbitress  ai  the  peace  of  nations.  He  thought  it  rather  injudicious  U>  hold 
cut  such  a  threat;  tnat  if  we  were  disposed  we  had  the  means  of  enforcing  it. 
Even  with  the  known  sympathies  of  Uie  honorable  member  for  Sunderland,  he 
did  not  expect  from  him  such  an  astoundiuK  and  enormous  assertion  that 
2,300,000  men  had  been  drafted  into  the  federJ  army,  of  whom  1,300,000  had 
been  disposed  of.  The  honorable  member  for  Sunderland  seemed  to  have  taken 
his  facts  from  Mr.  Spens,  and  his  principles  from  ''  Manhattan."  [''  Olu  oh !" 
and  laughter.]  This  was  simply  a  question  of  the  determined  and  continuous 
will  of  the  north  to  conquer  and  put  down  slavery,  ["  Oh,  oh !"]  and  in  his 
opinion  they  could  and  would  succeed.  Mediation  meant  giving  power  to  one 
of  the  belligerents,  and  that  the  north  never  would  tolerate  on  me  part  of  this 
country.    Why,  ther^was  hardly  a  State  in  the  south  that  was  not  more  or 
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less  ocenpied  by  federal  troops.  Their  capital,  if  not  taken,  waa  eloaelj  he^ 
leaguered.  [Laughter.]  It  was  Richmond,  not  Washington,  that  was  in  danger. 
[Laughter.]  He  trusted  the  sp^^ech  of  the  noble  lord  would  hare  its  effect  in 
warning  those  who  emigrated  of  the  dangers  thej  would  run  of  being  sedvced 
into  a  war  into  which  thej  had  no  desire  to  enter ;  but^he  repeated,  that  these 
dangers  were  not  simply  effects  of  Yankee  rascality,  but  the  inevitaUe  evils 
that  accompanied  war. 

Lord  J.  Man.nbrs  thought  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  member  for  Leicester, 
must  have  intended  to  deliver  the  speech  he  had  just  made  in  answer  to  the 
motion  he  had  expected  from  the  honorable  member  for  Sunderland  in  favor  of 
mediation.  [A  laugh.]  At  all  events,  the  very  excited  appeal  of  the  honorable 
member  was  entirely  uncalled  for  by  the  most  temperate  observations  that  had 
fallen  from  that  honorable  member.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  thanked  his  noble  friend 
for  the  very  excellent  speech  he  had  made  on  this  most  important  subject,  and 
he  hoped  that  means  would  be  taken  through  the  emigration  commissidners  to 
.  warn  those  who  were  about  to  emigrate,  whether  for  warlike  purposes  or  not» 
against  the  distress,  misfortunes,  and  destruction  that  might  await  them  on  the 
other  side ;  and  that  until  this  dreadful  war  was  terminated  it  was  not  safe  that 
any  of  the  humble  classes  of  that  kingdom  should  so  out  to  America  as  their 
future  home.  He  did  not  think  any  principle  would  be  violated  by  the  issue  of 
such  a  declaration.  The  honorable  member  for  Leicester  stated  that  the  great 
masses  of  the  people  of  this  country  were  in  favor  of  the  north ;  but  he  appeared 
to  forget  the  great  meeting  which  took  place  not  long  ago  in  the  town  he  repre- 
sented. The  honorable  member  did  not,  upon  this  subject,  represent  the  feelings 
of  the  great  mass  of  that  thriving  and  important  town.  He  hoped  the  result  of  this 
discussion  would  be  the  issue  by  those  who  were  charged  with  the  great  emi- 
gration department  of  a  solemn  warning  to  those  who  desired  to  emigrate  against 
the  tremendous  perils  they  might  have  to  encounter,  and  none  would  regret, 
not  even  the  honorable  member  for  Leicester,  if  the  result  should  be  largely  to 
diminish  those  armies  which  were  now  devastating  the  American  States.  [Hear, 
hear.] 

Lord  E.  Howard,  in  reply,  said  that  if  he  were  to  consult  his  own  feelings 
only,  he  could  not  but  be  deeply  gratified  by  the  kind  approval  of  his  speech 
that  had  been  expressed  by  honorable  members  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  but 
he  could  not  avoid  knowing  that  that  approval  was  due  to  the  goodness  of  his 
cause  and  the  aptness  of  the  materials  he  had  employed.  He  hoped  that  some 
means  would  be  found  of  putting  the  public  upon  their  guard  against  uncon- 
sciously venturing  upon  a  step  which  might  involve  them  in  disaster  and  ruin. 
While  thanking  the  honorable  member  for  Leicester  for  his  approval  of  part  <^ 
his  speech,  he  must  say  that  he  thought  the  honorable  member  had  been  mis- 
taken in  those  remaiks  of  his  which  he  supposed  to  militate  against  his  impar- 
tiality. Had  he  desired  to  embitter  the  discussion  by  setting  up  the  south 
against  the  north,  he  could  have  mentioned  a  case  in  which  the  great  power  of 
this  country  had  been  used  and  with  immediate  effect.  He  referred  to  the  case 
of  the  Trent.  He  had,  however,  rather  appealed  to  the  propriety  of  international 
law  and  to  the  justice  of  international  feeling,  with  a  view  that  the  present  state 
of  things  might  cease.  The  honorable  member  for  Leicester  seemed  to  think 
that  he  had  overstated  the  enhancement  of  prices  in  America ;  but  he  had  quoted 
the  letter  of  one  who  was  on  the  spot,  and  th^re  could  be  no  doubt  that  sinoe 
that  letter  was  written  prices  had  still  further  advanced  in  consequence  with  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  gold.  He  thanked  the  under-secretary  of  state  for  his 
offer  to  grant  any  information  in  his  power  to  give,  and  he  trusted  that  some 
means  of  making  public  that  information  would  be  found.  It  was,  after  all,  by 
the  usual  means  of  public  information  that  the  greatest  amount  of  good  might 
be  done  in  this  matter,  as,  if  the  information  was  published,  not  only  in  the 
London  newspapers,  but  also  in  the  local  and  Irisn  newspapers,  it  would  be 
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kroi^t  within  tlie  Teaek  of  all  classes.    He  sbould  be  gratefol  to  think  he  had 
a  shflure  in  anj  good  reeolt  which  this  discusBion  might  prodnce.    [Hear,  hear.] 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  honse  then  so^ended  its  sitting  for  a  time. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1050.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WashingUm,  July  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to  this  depart- 
ment by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Allen,  United 
States  consul  at  Bermuda,  to  which  it  refers,  relative  to  the  insurgent  steamer 
Florida  making  the  Bermuda  islands  a  base  for  depredations  on  our  commerce, 
and  to  alleged  partiality  shown  to  rebel  cruisers  in  British  colonial  ports.  The 
facts  seem  to  warrant  the  remonstrance  which  Mr.  Welsh  suggests  should  be 
addressed  to  Earl  Russell,  which  course  you  will  adopt,  but  in  a  form  that, 
while  it  leaves  no  doubt  of  our  sense  of  injury,  will,  nevertheless,  give  no  just 
cause  of  offence  to  the  British  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  i^.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Navy  Department,  July  "26, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  extract  from  a  despatch 
of  Mr.  Allen,  our  consul  at  Bermuda,  under  date  of  the*  30th  of  June  ultimo, 
addressed  to  you,  and  referred  to  this  department,  in  regard  to  the  steamer 
Florida.  The  renewed  depredations  of  this  semi-piratical  craft  render  it  imper- 
ative, in  my  opinion,  that  the  attention  of  the  British  government  should  be 
called  to  the  fact  that  Bermuda  is  made  the  base  of  operations  for  war  upon  our 
commerce.  During  the  whole  period  of  the  rebellion  the  British  islands  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  especially  those  nearest  our  coast,  have  been  the  resort  and 
nurseries  of  the  blockade  runners,  who  Jiave  made  it  a  business  to  traffic  with 
and  furnish  supplies  to  the  rebels  that  are  making  war  on  the  govemnient.  Our 
countrymen  have  submitted  to  this  abuse,  in  which  so  large  an  amount  of  British 
capital  and  British  enterprise  is  embarked,  with  a  forbearance  that  would 
scarely  have  been  borne  by  any  other  people.  But  it  will  not  be  endured  that 
the  rebel  corsairs,  which  are  engaged  in  plundering  our  commerce  and  destroy- 
ing our  shipping,  shall  find  refuge,  protection,  and  encouragement  in  the  British 
islands  that  are  nearest  our  coast,  and  make  them  the  base  of  predatory  opera- 
tions in  violation  of  good  faith,  international  law,  and  neutral  obligations. 

Mr.  Allen  writes  as  follows : 

"  The  Florida,  after  remaining  in  port  nine  days,  went  to  sea  last  Monday 
evening,  but  has  not  been  far  from  land ;  she  is  in  sight  to-day  from  the  hills* 
about  six  miles  off.  She  boards  all  vessels  approaching  these  islands ;  she  re- 
ceived all  the  coal  and  supplies  they  wanted.  The  coal  was  taken  from  the 
ship  Storm  King,  G.  L.  Hobson,  of  Kichmond,  agent." 

Heretofore  e:(ceptions  have  been  taken  by  her  Majesty's  representative  against 
our  ships-of-war  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  a  neutral  port  to  prevent  violations 
of  blockade,  and  our  ships  are  permitted  to  remain  but  twenty-four  hours  in  a 
Britieh  port ;  but  here  is  a  predatory  rover,  without  acknowledged  nationality, 
permitted  to  remain  in  a  British  port  nine  days,  and  then  to  coal  and  receive 
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her  Boppfies  in  order  to  go  forth  and  plnnder  onr  nmduntmen  engaged  in 
peaceful  commerce.  Without  this  encouragement  and  aBsistanoe  in  the  Britiak 
islands  the  Florida  would  not  pei'petrate  these  outra^^  It  appears  to  me 
imperative  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  should  be  called  to 
this  subject  and  that  the  abuse  should  be  discontinued. 

Consul  Allen  reports  that  the  Florida,  after  leaving  port,  remained  off  the 
harbor,  within  about  six  miles,  and  boarded  all  vessels  approaching  the  island. 
Very  respectfully, 
^  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1054.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Waskingtoth  August  1,  1864« 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  tne 
7th  of  July,  (No.  736,)  and  to  thank  you  for  the  remarks  which  it  containa 
concerning  the  debate  then  pending  in  Parliament  I  a^ee  with  your  infer- 
ence that  the  spirit  manifested  bv  tne  opposition  in  regard  to  the  United  States 
was  evidently  more  belligerent  than  the  spirit  which  they  indulged  towards  the 
European  powers  which  have  recently  given  umbrage  to  Great  Britain.  Never- 
theless, I  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  this  difference  was  due  in  some  de- 
gree to  the  fact  that  the  possiblci  European  collision  was  deemed  imminent, 
while  the  apprehension  of  collision  with  the  United  States  was  regarded  as 
more  distant  and  uncertain.  Notwithstanding  all  the  conciliatoiy  proceedings 
of  this  government,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  American  people,  even  m 
their  present  disturbed  condition,  would  accept  a  war  forced  upon  them  by  Great 
Britain  less  reluctantly  than  they  would  have  done  at  any  previous  period  since 
1815.  I  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  an  opposition  ministry  could  succeed  if  it 
was  understood  that  they  would  force  or  provoke  a  war  with  the  United  States. 
Certainly,  in  the  event  of  such  a  war,  tne  alliance  of  Great  Britain  with  the 
south  would  reunite  this  country  and  impart  new  viffor  to  this  government. 
Let  us  hope,  however,  that  the  course  of  events,  as  weU  here  as  in  Europe,  will 
relieve  us  of  the  necessity  for  providing  against  European  intervention. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

GHABLB8  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  ijfc.9  Sfc.,  ijfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1056.]  "  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  August  1,  1864. 

Sib  :  Vigorous  activity  has  been  displaved  in  the  campaign,  but  no  great 
change  in  uie  military  situation  has  occurred  since  my  last  notice  thereof.  The 
insurgent  expeditionary  force  which  visited  If  aryland  a  short  time  ago,  then  re- 
tired before  our  pursuit  into  the  valley,  and  again  assumed  the  aggressive  when 
the  chase  was  relinquished,  have,  during  the  last  week,  been  operating  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Upper  Potomac,  west  of  Harper's  Ferry.  On  the  29th  a  cav- 
alry detachment  of  tnat  force,  400  or  500  strong,  marched  into  Ghambersburgt 
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Iraraed  a  eonsiderable  fortion  of  the  town,  and  then  made  their  escape  b^on  a 
goveniment  force,  nnder  command  of  General  Ayerill.  Measures  have  been 
taken  to  repel  anjforllier  incnnions  without  weakening  our  army  on  the  Jamea 
iiYer. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  ultimo  Lieutenant  Greneral'Grant,  by  way  of 
diverting  the  enemy,  sent  a  column,  under  Major  Gkneral  Hancock,  across  the 
James,  and  took  posaession  of  Malvern  Hill;  an  engagement  ensued,  in  which 
he  drove  three  insurgent  brigades  from  an  intrenched  position,  captured  foui 
guns  and  many  prisoners,  without  any  serious  loss.  On  the  night  of  the  29th 
this  column  returned  to  their  accustomed  position  unobserved  by  the  enemy. 
On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  mine  which  had  been  prepared  under  the  por- 
tion of  the  enemy's  fortifications,  in  the  centre  of  the  circumvallation  of  Peters- 
burg, waF  exploded,  and  thereupon  an  assault  was  made  over  the  breach  produced 
by  the  explosion.  The  breach  and  a  considerable  length  of  parapet  on  the 
right,  together  with  a  fort  in  front,  were  taken  and  held  by  our  forces.  Some 
300  prisoners  were  captured,  and  a  large  portion  of  a  South  Carolina  regiment 
were  buried  under  the  debris  of  the  explosion ;  but  the  assault  upon  the  main 
line  failed  with  considerable,  though  not  very  great,  loss. 

No  important  event  has  occurred  at  Atlanta  since  the  battle  of  the  22d,  in 
wij^ich  it  now  appears  that  our  army,  although  surprised,  as  I  have  before  re- 
ported, was  completely  triumphant,  yet  the  enemy,  nevertheless,  for  a  brief 
space,  claimed  a  victoiy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

GuARLBS  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^.,  ^r. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  758.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  August  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Wilding,  the 
vice-cdnsul  at  Liverpool,  as  to  the  outfit  of  the  Georgia,  I  felt  it  my  duty  on  the 
27th  of  July  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject.  A  copy  of  that 
note,  as  well  as  of  the  enclosure,  is  herewith  transmitted.  Also  Lora  Russell's 
acknowledgment  of  the  28th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  SbWard, 

Secretary  ofStaU,  WatkingUmi  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusssU. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  27,  1864. 

Hy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a  let* 
ter  just  received  by  me  from  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool* 

It  would  seem,  if  the  Btatement|^],herein  have  any  foundation  in  truth,  that 
further  attempts  are  in  contemplation,  under  the  shelter  of  the  names  of  British 
subjects,  to  carry  on  from  British  ports  war  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Deeply  resretting  the  continued  manifestation  of  this  inimical  temper,  I  feel 

it  again  my  duty  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  abuse  thus  made  by 

.  the  insurgents  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  harbors  by  sham  transfers  of 

their  war  vessels  to  British  subjects,  the  better  to  cover  their  hostile  operations. 
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ber  BoppUes  in  order  to  go  forth  and  plnnder  onr  merchantnen  engaged  in 
peaceful  commerce.  Without  tkie  encouragement  and  aBsistanoe  in  the  Bntiek 
islands  the  ^Florida  would  not  perpetrate  these  outra^^  It  appears  to  me 
imperative  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  goyemment  should  be  called  to 
this  subject  and  that  the  abuse  should  be  discontinued. 

Consul  Allen  reports  that  the  Florida,  after  leaving  port,  remained  off  the 
harbor,  within  about  six  miles,  and  boarded  all  vessels  approaching  the  island. 
Very  respectfully, 
^  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1054.]  Dbpartmbmt  op  State, 

Waskingtoth  August  1,  1864|. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  tne 
7th  of  July,  (No.  736,)  and  to  thank  you  for  the  remarks  which  it  contains 
concerning  the  debate  then  pending  in  Parliament  I  agree  with  your  infer- 
ence that  the  spirit  manifested  by  me  opposition  in  regard  to  the  United  States 
was  evidently  more  belligerent  than  the  spirit  which  they  indulged  towards  the 
European  powers  which  have  recently  given  umbrage  to  Great  Britain.  Never- 
theless, I  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  this  difference  was  due  in  some  de- 
gree to  the  fact  that  the  possibld  European  collision  was  deemed  inmiinent» 
while  the  apprehension  of  collision  with  the  United  States  was  regarded  as 
more  distant  and  uncertain.  Notwithstanding  all  the  conciliatoiy  proceeding 
of  this  government,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  American  people,  even  m 
their  present  disturbed  condition,  would  accept  a  war  forced  upon  them  by  Great 
Britain  less  reluctantly  than  they  would  have  done  at  any  previous  period  since 
1815.  I  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  an  opposition  ministry  could  succeed  if  it 
was  understood  that  they  would  force  or  provoke  a  war  with  the  United  States. 
Certainly,  in  the  event  of  such  a  war,  tne  alliance  of  Great  Britain  with  the 
south  would  reunite  this  country  and  impart  new  vigor  to  this  government 
Let  us  hope,  however,  that  the  course  of  events,  as  well  here  as  in  Europe,  will 
relieve  us  of  the  necessity  for  providing  against  European  intervention. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

GHARLK8  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  !fc.,  4^.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1056.]  •  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  August  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  Vigorous  activity  has  been  displayed  in  the  campa^,  but  no  great 
change  in  Uie  military  situation  has  occurred  since  my  last  notice  thereof.  The 
insurgent  expeditionary  force  which  visited  If  aryland  a  short  time  ago,  then  re- 
tired before  our  pursuit  into  the  valley,  and  again  assumed  the  aggressive  when 
the  chase  was  relinquished,  have,  during  the  last  week,  been  operating  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Upper  Potomac,  west  of  Harper's  Ferry,  On  the  29th  a  cav» 
airy  detachment  of  that  force,  400  or  500  strong,  marched  into  Ghambersburg* 
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buraed  a  eoasiderable  portion  of  the  town,  and  then  made  their  escape  heiove  a 
government  force,  under  command  of  Gkneral  Ayerill.  Measures  have  been 
taken  to  repel  any  forllier  iacnnions  withont  weakening  our  army  on  the  Jamea 


On  the  morning  of  the  28th  ultimo  Lieutenant  Greneral^Grant,  by  way  of 
diverting  the  enemy,  sent  a  column,  under  Major  Gkneral  Hancock,  across  the 
James,  and  took  possession  of  Malvern  Hill;  an  engagement  ensued,  in  which 
he  drove  three  insurgent  brigades  from  an  intrenched  position,  captured  foui 
guns  and  many  prisoners,  without  any  serious  loss.  On  the  night  of  the  29th 
this  column  returned  to  their  accustomed  position  unobserved  by  the  enemy. 
On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  mine  which  had  been  prepared  under  the  por- 
tion of  the  enemy's  fortifications,  in  the  centre  of  the  circumvallation  of  Peters- 
burg, waF  exploded,  and  thereupon  an  assault  was  made  over  the  breach  produced 
by  the  explosion.  The  breach  and  a  considerable  length  of  parapet  on  the 
right,  tc^ther  with  a  fort  in  front,  were  taken  and  held  by  our  forces.  Some 
300  prisoners  were  captured,  and  a  large  portion  of  a  South  Carolina  regiment 
were  buried  under  the  debris  of  the  explosion ;  but  the  assault  upon  the  main 
line  failed  with  considerable,  though  not  very  great,  loss. 

No  important  event  has  occurred  at  Atlanta  since  the  battle  of  the  22d,  in 
wij^lch  it  now  appears  that  our  army,  although  surprised,  as  I  have  before  re- 
ported, was  completely  triumphant,  yet  the  enemy,  nevertheless,  for  a  brief 
space,  claimed  a  victory. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

GuARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  !fc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  758.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londont  August  4,  1864. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Wilding,  the 
vice-cdnsul  at  Liverpool,  as  to  the  outfit  of  the  Geoigia,  I  felt  it  my  duty  on  the 
27th  of  July  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject.  A  copy  of  that 
note,  as  well  as  of  the  enclosure,  is  herewith  transmitted.  Also  Lora  Russell's 
acknowledgment  of  the  28th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  SbWard, 

Secretary  ofStaU,  Watkingtoni  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusssU. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  27,  1864. 

Hy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a  let* 
ter  just  received  by  me  firom  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool* 

It  would  seem,  if  the  statement^  |,herein  have  any  foundation  in  truth,  that 
further  attempts  are  in  contemplation,  under  the  shelter  of  the  names  of  British 
subjects,  to  carry  on  from  British  ports  war  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Deeply  regretting  the  continued  manifestation  of  this  inimical  temper,  I  feel 

it  again  my  duty  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  abuse  thus  made  by 

.  the  insurgents  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  harbors  by  sham  transfers  of 

their  war  vessels  to  British  subjects,  the  better  to  cover  then:  hostile  operations. 
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I  praj  permisBion  to  olwerye  that  the  complaint  thus  made  is  not^gainst  the 
ressel,  for  I  have  abreadj  been  compelled  to  apprise  your  lordship  of  the  fact 
that  mj  government  declines  to  recognise  her  as  possessing  any  other  character 
than  that  which  she  had  assumed,  and  in  which  she  was  received  when  she  came 
into  Liverpool.  The  material  point  to  which  I  beg  jour  lordship's  attention  is 
the  intervention  of  one  or  more  British  subjects  in  the  war  by  taking  all  the 
necessary  measures  in  British  ports  to  send  out  in  their  name  this  vessel  in  & 
shape  fitted  for  further  hostile  operations. 

1  pray  your  lordship,  kc.,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  PEAN0I8  ADAMS. 

The  Hon.  Earl  Bussbll,  de.^  de.,  dbc. 


Mr,  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tn  accordance  with  an  order  left  by  Mr.  Dudley,  1  beg  to  transmit  a 
certified  copy  of  the  register  of  the  Georgia,  the  certificate  dated  yesterday. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  my  fear  that  the  recorded  sale  of  this 
vessel  is  all  a  sham,  and  that  there  is  no  intention  of  converting  her  into  a  mer- 
chant vessel. 

She  has  left  the  Graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  had  her  bottom 
cleaned  and  painted,  some  trifling  repairs  made,  and  her  engines  overhauled, 
and  is  now  in  the  Queeu's  dock  at  Liverpool. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  her  to  change  her  character  beyond  unshipping  her 
guns,  and  taking  up  the  tracks  or  rails  on  which  they  worked  on  deck  ;  but  the 
^uns  are  in  a  warehouse  at  Birkenhead,  easily  attainable,  and  the  rails  still  on 
board  the  ship. 

She  has  also  attached  to  her  three  of  the  men  (non-commissioned  officers,  an 
engineer,  quartermaster,  and  another)  who  were  in  her  before,  and  one  (the 
boatswain,!  believe)  from  the  Alabama.  They  are  also  going  to  fit  up  the 
nettings  for  the  hammocks  as  they  were  before.  * 

The  chief  foreman  of  the  yard  or  Graving  dock,  where  she  was  repaired,  stated 
while  she  was  there  that  Mr.  Bates  "v^as  going  to  send  her  out  on  her  old  trade. 

I  know  also  that  Mr.  Curtis,  who  advertises  that  claims  for  wages  of  deceased 
seamen  of  the  Alabama  are  to  be  addressed  to  him,  and  is  a  confederate  agent,  is 
in  communication  with  Mr.  Bates. 

And  you  will  recollect  also  that  Mr.  Bates,  some  time  since,  in  contradiction 
to  the  statements  of  the  ship-owners  of  Liverpool  in  their  memorial  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  published  a  letter  avowing  himself  a  dissentient  from  the  memorial, 
and,  by  inference,  in  favor  of  fitting  out  vessels  for  belligerents. 

Of  the  facts  of  the  rails  being  on  board,  and  of  the  persons  mentioned  as  being 

attached  to  the  vessel,  I  can  send  you  the  deposition  of  the  person  who  has 

seen  them ;  I  can  also  send  you  the  deposition  of  the  person  to  whom  the  fore- 

*man  of  the  Graving  dock  made  the  statement  referred  to,  if  you  think  they  will 

be  of  any  use. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WILDING,  Vtce-CoMtd. 

His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  AniiSs,  4^.,  4^.,  4^. 


^     Emrl  Ruieell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's 
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date»  audits  enclosure,  respecting  the yessel  Qeorgia,  and  I  have  to  state  to  jon 
that  the  matter  will  not  £ftil  to  receive  the  immemate  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
govemiBent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  jronr  most  obedient, 
humble  serrant, 

BUSSELL. 

Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq^  4^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1063.]  Dbpartment  op  State, 

Washington,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatch  of  the 
2l8t  of  Jnly,  No.  751,  in  which  you  have  detailed  the  history  of  tne  efforts  of 
the  insurgent  emigrants  to  procure  from  her  Majesty's  government  a  recogni- 
tion of  their  impracticable  confederacy,  and  their  signal  failure.  I  thank  you 
very  sincerely  for  this  paper.  It  goes  far  to  confirm  the  expectation  I  have 
always  entertained,  that  if  our  foreign  affairs  could  be  conducted  with  a  reasona- 
ole  show  of  justice,  firmness,  and  prudence,  we  should  be  allowed  the  exclusive 
responsibility  of  maintaining  through  its  sanguinary  trial  our  inestimable  insti- 
tution of  civil  government. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  but  fear  that  our  representatives  abroad  will  sen- 
sibly feel  at  the  present  moment  the  want  of  reassurance  that  the  course  of 
domestic  affairs  here  is  safe  and  satisfactory.  But  this  subject  is,  of  all  others,  . 
the  one  upon  which  it  is  impossible  to  write  freely,  and,  therefore,  to  write  sat- 
isfactorily. Partisan  interests  and  passions  enter  largely  into  the  discussions 
of  all  domestic  questions ;  and  while  they  sometimes  undoubtedly  scffect  measures, 
they  always  disturb  and  confuse  the  public  judgment  concerning  the  policy 
which  is  adopted. 

The  military  campaign  has,  as  a  whole,  been  veir  successful ;  but  it  has  also 
been  attended  by  disappointments,  accidents,  and  reverses.  It  has  not  yet 
ended,  and  it  either  is,  or  to  the  public  mind  seems  to  be,  alarmingly  protracted. 
Judging  from  the  language  of  the  press  and  of  those  who  eneage  in  debates,  one 
might  well  believe  that  the  people  are  deeply  despondent,  that  their  resolution 
is  filing,  and  that  new  and  menacing  distractions  are  imminent.  I  am  not  alto- 
gether able  to  dispel  this  popular  gloom  from  the  region  of  my  own  mind.  Nev- 
ertheless, I  think  it  wise  to  remember  that  the  country  is  in  that  peculiar  state 
of  agitation  which  is  inseparable  from  the  canvass  preliminary  to  a  presidential 
election — that  all  the  faculties  of  the  public  mind  are  necessarily  wrought  up  to 
a  high  pitch  of  excitement,  and,  owing  to  the  gravity  of  affairs,  a  higher  pitch 
than  they  ever  attained  before.  Misconception  and  exaggeration  color  every 
opinion  on  every  subject,  and  individuals  and  masses  are  thrown  into  that  politi- 
cal condition  wherein  faction  is  so  often  allowed  to  beein  the  work  of  anarchy. 
I  hear  alarms  on  all  sides,  but  as  yet  I  hear  of  no  formidable  movements  of 
disorganization.  In  such  a  case  I  should  despair  for  the  safety  of  free  govern- 
ment among  any  other  people.  The  American  people  are  peculiarly  intelligent» 
though tfrd,  and  virtuous,  and  the  conditions  of  their  life  are  especially  favorable. 
We  may  surely  place  much  reliance  on  the  force  of  habit  among  such  a  people. 
They  have  resisted  violent  revolutionary  tendencies  and  stringent  reactionary 
interests  for  three  years  with  so  much  prudence  and  sagacity,  that  I  think  it 
reasonable  to  expect  that  they  will  preserve  their; proper  temper  when  they  pro- 
vide, in  a  constitutional  manner,  for  the  continuance  of  the  government,  wnich 
it  is  absolutely  certain  that  in  their  thoughtful  seasons  they  hold  at  its  inesti- 
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maUe  worth.  If  ihej  eaii  do  this,  there  is  no  reasos  to  apprehend  that  they 
will  be  unable  to  earrj  this  painful  eivil  war  to  a  safe  conclusion.  The  adyao- 
tages  of  resources  and  means,  as  well  as  the  logic  of  reason  and  morab,  are  m 
their  favor.  The  course  of  events  is  liable  to  he  HKuch  affected  hj  vicissitades^ 
and  these  are  not  to  be  expected  to  be  divided  between  the  parties  dispropor* 
tionately  to  their  relative  advantages  and  merits. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servaat, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  4^. 


Mr.  SeuHird  to  Mr.  Adams* 


No.  1064.]  Dbpastmbnt  op  State, 

Woihingtan,  August  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  failure  of  our  assault  upon  the  fortifications  at  Petersburg^  which 
I  mentioned  in  my  last  military  summary,  proved  to  be  more  complete  and  more 
disastrous  than  I  had  then  learned.  We  retained  none  of  the  ground  gained, 
and  our  loss  was  3,500  men,  which  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  enemy.  The 
result  protracts  the  siege,  but  is  not  otherwise  discouraging.  The  enemj 
recendy  sprang  a  mine  in  front  of  our  works,  but  absolutely  without  effect. 

You  will  find  in  the  public  papers  very  full  reports  of  the  operations  of 
General  Sherman.  They  have  been  eminently  successful  and-  very  injurious  to 
the  enemy.  It  seems  reasonable  to  expect  a  consummation  of  the  siege  of 
Atlanta  in  a  few  days.  Our  cavalry  have  met  with  severe  losses  in  cutting  off 
the  ipilitary  communications  of  the  insurgents,  but  it  is  understood  that  these 
losses  are  counterbalanced  by  the  strategic  advantages  gained. 

The  public  mind  has  been  kept  highly  excited  by  the  recent  movements  of  the 
insurgent  column  which  lately  visited  Maryland.  It  is  understood,  however, 
that  tneir  operations  have  been  chiefly  cavalry  movements,  and  that  the  damage 
they  have  done  is  confined  to  the  destruction  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
Chambersburg.  What  is  believed  an  adequate  force  is  now  advancing  against 
the  enemy  in  the  valley  of  Virginia,  under  command  of  General  Sheridan. 
There  is  at  least  a  significant  cessation  of  the  aggressive  operations  of  the 
insurgents  in  that  quarter,  and  at  the  moment  I  am  writing  we  have  official  in- 
fonnation  that  the  force  which  destroyed  Chambersburg  has  already  been,  in 
effect,  destroyed. 

We  have  information,  through  the  insurrectionary  press,  that  Admiral 
Farragut,  after  a  successful  navid  battle  in  the  bay  of  Mobile,  has  passed  the 
two  lower  insurgent  forts  and  gone  up  to  that  city.  We  expect  decisive  news 
from  that  quarter  without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Oharlus  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  4^.,  4v. 

[Same,  wmtaHs  muioMdiSf  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1068.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  15,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
29th  of  July,  No.  756,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  report  of  a  debate  that 
occurred  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
^xiftting  emigration  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States. 
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I  obsenre  witb  some  siitisfaetion  tbat  tbe  tone  of  tbat  disctission  was  less 
ioiBical  and  less  disrespectfbl  to  the  United  States  than  that  which  ma]4ted  a 
bte  debate  npon  the  same  subject  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Nevertheless,  portions 
of  the  debate  were  rery  nnjnst  to  this  government,  and  the  subject  seems  to 
have  been  examined  through  a  thick  mist  of  exaggeration.  One  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  persons  have,  within  the  last  six  months,  thrown  off  their 
allegiance  to  European  states  and  incorporated  themselves  with  society  in  the 
United  States.  Of  these  persons  a  very  lai^  proportion  came  from  the  British 
islands.  Out  of  the  whole  number  first  mentioned  a  few,  perhaps  one  hundred, 
after  arriving  in  the  United  States,  and  aft;er  having  enlisted  in  the  military  service, 
and  accepted  tbe  advance  paid  to  all  soldiers  alike,  have  regretted  that  pro- 
ceeding, and  represented  to  the  British  consuls  and  ministers  residing  here,  not 
that  they  had  been  forced  into  the  army,  but  that  they  had  been  circumvented, 
not  by  agents  of  the  government,  or  with  its  knowledge,  but  by  corrupt  and  fraud- 
ulent individuals,  often  their  own  countrymen,  acting  from  mercenary  motives, 
and  in  fraud  and  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  These  representa- 
tions invariably  involved  a  confession  that  those  who  made  them  were  drunk- 
ards, and  rested  upon  their  own  unsupported  oaths,  which  in  almost  every  case 
were  found  to  be  false  in  material  or  collateral  points.  Every  representation 
thus  submitted  was  received  with  respect,  and  immediately  made  the  subject  of 
hivestigation  through  the  War  Department,  under  orders  reaching  to  the  camps 
scattered  throughout  the  continent.  These  investigations  have  been  unweariedly 
pursued,  and  carefril  reports  thereon  have  been  made  while  the  armies  were  in 
the  field,  on  the'  marcn,  or  lying  in  siege.  In  the  few  instances  where  com- 
plaints proved  to  be  well  founded  all  the  redress  that  was  possible  has  been, 
riven,  ^n  all  the  others  the  result  has  been  respectfully  and  courteously  made 
known  to  the  governments  by  whom  the  complaints  were  presented.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  mass  of  European  emigrants,  not  sensibly  diminished  by  the 
abstraction  of  the  few  recruits  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  dispersed  as  soon  as 
they  arrived  on  our  shores,  and  may  now  be  found  prosperously  and  happily 
employed  in  our  commercial  marts,  wheat  fields,  manufactories,  forests,  and 
mines,  or,  if  they  have  preferred  it,  in  the  army  and  navy,  which  are  maintain- 
hig  the  integrity  and  freedom  of  the  country  which  they  have  adopted  as  their 
own.  Every  enterprise  in  which  men  engage  is  attended  by  some  disappoint- 
ments, losses,  and  sufferings.  The  world  has  never  before  seen  an  emigration 
attended  by  so  few  and  so  unimportant  casualties  as  the  one  now  under  con-, 
sideration.  Nevertheless,  the  misfortunes  which  have  overtaken  the  few  recruits, 
always  through  their  own  imprudence  or  vices,  were  made  by  the  parliamentarv 
orators  to  stain  the  whole  face  of  a  movement  which  is  alike  honest  and  benen- 
cent.  It  is  as  if  one  should  declare  that  the  sun  has  lost  its  whole  effulgence, 
because,  on  looking  through  the  telescope,  he  has  discovered  a^  few  small,  dark 
spots  on  its  surface. 

This  emigration  is  erroneously  treated  in  the  British  Parliament  as  if  it  were 
new  and  anomalous.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  only  a  continuation  of  a  process 
bjBgun  in  the  sixteenth  century,  by  which  society  in  Europe  is  relieved,  and 
civilization  in  America  is  instituted.  If  the  emigration  nas  been  increased 
during  our  present  civil  war  to  the  inconvenience  of  Europe,  the  maritime  states 
of  that  continent  are  responsible  for  the  increase.  They  unnecessarily  adopted 
a  policy  of  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  which  was  expected 
to  produce  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  whereby  they  have  caused  the  insurrec- 
tion to  be  continue  with  more  vigor  and  effect  than  under  other  circumstances 
would  have  been  witnessed.  If  the  insurgents  could  compass  the  end  which 
the  European  maritime  powers  are  thus  favoring,  the  principle  of  property  in 
slaves,  hitherto  confined  to  the  slaveholdins  States,  would  be  re-established 
sooner  or  later  by  law  throughout  the  whole  of  the  continent  of  North 
jbnerica  and  its  islands.  With  Uiai  reactioiiary  change  must  come  the  restoration 
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of  the  African  slaTe  trade.  This  goremineut,  well  aware  that  the  stmg^gle  in 
which  it  is  engaged  involves  nothing  less  than  the  qnestion  whether  frec^m  or 
slavery  shall  prevail  in  America,  huls  every  free  European  emigrant  as  increas* 
ing  the  moral  as  well  as  the  material  force'  of  tme  civilization.  If  the  statesmen 
of  Great  Britain  could  consent  to  take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  question,  they 
would  see  that  that  country  is  hardly  less  interested  than  onr  own  in  the  success 
of  the  emigration  which,  under  mistaken  views,  they  are  so  apt  to  condemn. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
G.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adami. 


No.  1069.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  AuguH  15,  1804. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
29th  of  July,  No.  755,  which  treats  of  the  conduct  of  the  Deerhouud  in  the 
engagement  between  the  Kearsarge  and  the  Alabama. 

A  copy  of  your  note  which  Earl  Russell  addressed  to  you  on  this  subject,  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  accompanies  your  despatch,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  owner  of  the  Deerhouud  to  Earl  Russell. 

The  owner  of  the  Deerhouud  evades  the  allegation  of  a  concert  or  under- 
standing established  between  himself  and  the  pirate  Semmes  on  the  night  before 
the  battle. 

The  owner  of  the  Deerhound  confessjes  that  on  his  quick  departure  from  the 
scene  of  action  to  the  British  shores,  after  having  received  Semmes  and  his 
confederates  on  board,  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  was  actuated  by  a  desire 
to  save  them  from  capture.  This  statement  of  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  is 
communicated  to  you  by  Earl  Russell  with  the  simple  declaration  that  he  does 
not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any  further  steps  in  the  matter. 

Leaving  all  the  other  circumstances  of  that  strange  transaction  out  of  view, 
as  being  debatable  in  point  of  fact,  there  is  ground  in  the  case,  as  it  is  thus 
•  presented,  for  grave  remonstrance  with  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  Alabama,  or  290,  was  built,  manned,  and  armed  by  British  subjects  to 
commit  piracies  against  the  United  States.  She  has  been  pursuing  this  course 
of  piracy  two  years.  Her  Majesty's  government  condemning  the  enterprise, 
allege  their  exemption  from  responsibility  on  the  ground  that  they  exerted 
themselvps,  in  gooa  faith,  but  ineffectually,  to  prevent  it.  The  Kearsarge  finds 
the  Alabama  on  the  high  seas— engages  and  sends  her  to  the  bottom.  The 
Deerhound,  belonging  to  the  royal  yacht  association,  and  by  authority  of  law 
carrying  the  British  naval  ensign,  intervenes  to  save  a  number  of  drowning 
men  of  the  Alabama,  with  the  consent  of  the  Kearsarge,  and  having  rescued 
them  from  the  waves,  without  making  any  explanations,  makes  haste  to  convoy 
them  from  the  scene  of  the  action,  and  to  place  them  in  safety  on  the  British 
shores.  And  he  confesses  that  in  doing  so  he  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
withdraw  them  from  the  presence  of  the  conquering  vessel. 

The  President  is  surprised  that  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  find  in  these 
proceedings  of  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  cause  of  severe 'censure  and  regret 

You  are  authorized  to  expi*ess  that  surprise  to  Earl  Russell.  I  have  to 
observe,  however,  that  this  despatch  is  written  without  a  knowledge  of  what 
information  you  may  have  gained,  what  opinions  you  may  have  formed,  or  what 
proceedings  you  may  have  taken  in  regard  to  the  whole  case,  under  my  previous 
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iQitnictiotis.  ijid,  therelbre»  the  ezecution  of  the  instraotions  hereia  given 
is*  as  was  the  case  in  regard  to  the  previous  instmctions,  referred  to  your  own 
better-informed  discretion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.^SEWABD. 
CuAELBS  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1070.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  insuigent  force  which,  under  command  of  Early,  threatened  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore  in  July,  and  then  retired  across  the  Potomac,  is  still  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  valley,  near  Grafton.  One  detachment  of  it,  as  you  have 
been  already  informed,  was  defeated  by  Greneral  Kelly  at  New  Creek,  and 
subsequently  another  was  routed  with  severe  loss  by  General  Averill.  Since 
that  time  hostile  forces  are  understood  to  have  been  concentrating  and  retiring 
up  the  valley  before  the  pursuit  of  the  Union  column,  now  under  command  of 
Major  General  Sheridan.  We  are  informed  that  considerable  re-enforcements 
have  been  sent  down  to  Early  by  Lee  from  his  army  in  Petersburg.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  measure,  the  column  of  Major  General  Sheridan  has  been 
materially  strengthened,  and  we  may  expect  soon  to  hear  of  a  serious  collision  in 
the  valley.    Profound  silence  prevails  in  regard  to  the  operations  at  Petersburg. 

The  siege  of  Atlanta  has,  during  the  last  week,  been  attended  by  no  startling 
incident. 

We  have  not  yet  received  any  official  reports  of  the  movement  against 
Mobile.  Newspaper  statements  of  the  7th  instant,  at  New  Orleans,  represent 
the  naval  engagement  to  have  been  very  brilliant  and  successful.  They  say 
that  our  fleet  had  passed  the  insurgent  line  of  obstructions  in  the  bay,  and  would 
proceed  to  cross  the  bar  in  front  of  the  city.  Richmond  papers  give  reports 
.  from  Mobile  of  the  9th  instant.  They  are  silent  concerning  operations  there 
after  the  naval  conflict,  in  which  Admiral  Farragut  passed  the  forts. 

Major  General  Oanby  has,  for  strategic  reasons,  withdrawn  our  forces  from 
Brownsville,  and  the  blockade  of  that  port  has  been  re-established. 

A  new  piratical  vessel  named  the  Tallahassee  has  appeared  off  the  coast  of 
New  York,  and  committed  a  series  of  vexatious  depredations.  She  is  said  to 
be  an  English-built  vessel,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  armed  at  Beimuda. 
J  wait  for  definite  information  on  these  points,  to  determine  whether  there  is 
occasion  for  representations  to  her  Majesty's  government  concerning  the  Talla- 
hassee. Notwithstanding  a  seeming  decline  of  public  spirit  during  the  political 
canvass,  recruiting  has  been  resumed,  and  is  carried  on  with  considerable 
success. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Spc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 

[Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1071.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  August  15,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  July,  No.  753. 
I  believe  that  Mr.  Lindsay  was  once  in  the  United  States.    He  must  have 
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fanprored  bis  trav^  to  yetj  Bttle  pnrpoM  if  he  did  not  leam  enougli  of  Ae 
American  people  to  know  that  thej  acknowledge  no  amenability  to  Enropean 
goyei-nments  for  the  conduct  of  their  own  purely  domestic  affairs. 

Lord  Palmerston  vindicated  his  character  as  a  wise  statesman  when  b^  replied 
that  the  govemment  have  not  thought  that  in  the  present  state  of  things  there  is 
any  advantage  tp  be  gained  by  entering  into  concert  with  any  other  powers  for 
the  piurpose  of  pressing  or  offering  mediation,  or  of  negotiating  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  with  the  insurgents,  to  bring  about  a  termination 
of  this  xmhappy  war.  It  would  be  strauge,  indeed,  if  with  the  experience  of 
interfering  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Frencb  republic  which  her  Majesty's 
government  had  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  they  could  be  induced  to 
proceed  in  the  same  way  now  in  regard  to  internal  dissensions  in  the  republic 
of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

GuARLBS  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  4^. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  759.]  LBOATiq.^  of  thb  United  States, 

Landofh  August  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  since  the  date  of  my  last,  of  de- 
spatches from  the  department,  numbered  from  104;;^  to  1059,  inclusive ;  together 
with  a  letter  from  yourself  marked  confidential,  and  dated  the  first  of  this  month. 
It  is  proper  to  remark  that  I  had  previously  received  a  despatch  numbered  1042, 
dated  the  18th  of  Jujy,  which  was  acknowledged  in  regular  course. 

In  connexion  with  the  remarks  made  in  your  despatch  No.  1045,  of  the  28th 
of  Jflly,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  supplement  of  tha 
Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  11th  instant,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  London  Star 
of  the  15th  instant,  both  containing  reports  of  further  trids.  held  at  Liverpool, 
for  violations  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

In  all  these  cases  it  is  apparent  that  the  result  is  gained  by  the  government, 
without  serious  resistance,  the  onlv  penalty  to  the  guilty  parties  being  an 
entry  into  obligations  not  to  repeat  the  offence.  It  is  pkin  that  the  verdict  must 
have  been  practically  arrived  at  by  consent.  It  is  possible  that  even  by  this 
means  some  additional  strength  may  be  gradually  acquired  by  the  government 
towards  a  proper  enforcement  of  the  law  in  future  cases.  There  yet  remains 
one  in  which  this  point  will  probably  be  tested.  I  allude  to  that  of  Mr.  Bumble. 
This  is  the  most  flagrant  of  them  all.  Although  the  evidence  to  convict  him  is 
of  the  strongest  character,  it  is  not  certain  that  it  will  avail,  should  he  persist  in 
his  intention  to  contest  it.  I  have  casually  had  a  few  words  with  the  solicitc»r 
general  on  the  subject,  from  which  I  infer  that,  though  very  confident  of  his 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  he  is  not  altogether  without  mistrust  of 
the  effect  of  technical  litigation  on  the  defensive  side  if  thoroughly  resorted  to. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHABLES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  8fc.,  ^.,  8fc 
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UVERPOOL  ASSIZES,  CEOWN  COURT. 
{BtfoTt  ths  Lord  Chirf  Jtutiee  (hckbum.) 
THB  CHARQB  OF  INPRINOlAo  THE  FORBION  ENLISTMBNT  ACT. 

James  Ganningliain  (who  had  been  out  on  bail)  was  indicted  for  having,  on 
the  9th  of  Febniarj,  infringed  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Mr.  Attorney  General 
James,  Q.  C,  with  Mr.  Lushington,  appeared  for  the  prosecution ;  Mr.  Littler 
for  the  prisoner. 

The  attorney  general  said  the  indictment  was  instituted  by  her  Majesty's 
goverament  under  a  sense  of  duty  which  called  upon  the  executive  to  prose- 
cute the  defendant  for  a  transgression  of  the  law.  No  man  in  this  country 
could  bo  ignorant  of  the  difficulties  which  were  very  likely  to  occur  supposing 
the  government  did  not  hold  the  scales  of  neutrality  with  perfect  equality.  Of 
oourse  everybody  was  well  aware  of  the*  difficulties  which  had  occurred  in 
this  country,  more  especially  with  respect  to  the  great  case  of  the  Alex- 
andra. This  case  did  not  pretend  to  vie  with  that  in  importance,  but  still  it 
was  one  of  very  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  all,  because  he  was  quite 
sure  all  of  us  would  be  very  loath  to  be  involved  in  a  war  with  the  United  States 
brought  about  by  the  illegal  acts  of  any  one  of  the  subjects  of  this  country; 
and  consequently  it  was  the  duty  of  all  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  com- 
plications of  that  kind.  He  stated  the  circumstances  under  which  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  was  passed,  and  explained  that  by  the  second  section  of  that  act 
British  subjects  enlisting  in  this  country,  or  engaging  to  enlist  to  serve  in  a 
foreign  service,  or  going  from  this  country  with  the  intention  of  doing  so,  were 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  The  indictment  was  laid  under  that  section,  and  the 
prisoner  was  charged  with  having  himself  engaged  to  serve  on  board  one  of  the 
confederate  ships,  and  also  under  various  count!?  with  having  induced  and  pro- 
cured others  to  go  from  this  country  intending  them  to  engage  in  warlike  opera- 
tions on  behalf  of  the  confederates.  Having  stated  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  charge  was  brought,  he  would  now  mention  the  facts.  The  vessel 
was  one  of  which  they  all  had  heard,  and  was  called  the  Rappahannock,  and 
waa  formerly  the  Victor,  a  ship  in  her  Majesty's  navy,  which,  being  sold  by 
government,  was  afterwards  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  southern  confederacy. 
The  prisoner  in  the  month  of  February  collected  together  a  number  of  engineers 
and  firemen,  and  offered  them  at  a  public  house,  in  Athol  street,  very  good 
wages  indeed  if  they  would  agree  to  go  to  the  East  Indies  in  a  vessel  that,  he 
said,  was  lying  off  Gravesend.  The  ordinary  wages  of  an  engineer  were  some 
<£10  or  <£12  a  month,  but  the  prisoner  offered  the  men  <£I7  a  month.  He  also 
offered  the  firemen  «£6  10*.  a  month,  a  sum  considerably  beyond  the  ordinary 
sum  paid  in  the  merchant  navy.  Some  representations  were  made  to  the  men, 
and  ho  (the  attorney  general)  was  glad  to  say  the  people  of  this  country  were 
nothing  loath  to  enter  into  speculations  of  a  business  kind  provided  they  were 
well  paid.  The  men  in  question  were  told  that  they  need  not  bring  theur  clothes 
with  them,  so  that  they  had  not  to  find  their  own  kit.  The  men  met  at  the  Lime 
street  station,  and  were  conveyed  thence  to  London.  On  arriving  at  Euston 
square  station  they  were  conveyed  in  cabs  to  the  London  bridge  station,  where 
they  again  took  train,-  and  were  conveyed  to  Dover.  At  this  place  they  weie 
refreshed  very  liberally  with  drink.  They  were  then  told  that  their  vessel  was 
in  the  stream,  and  that  a  steamer  there  was  her  tender.  They  went  on  board 
the  steamer,  which  tturued  out  to  be  the  Calais  boat,  where  they  were  all  taken 
on  board  the  Rappahannock.  On  the  engineers  being  taken  down  into  the  cabin 
they  were  told  mat  they  were  about  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States ;  and,  in  reply  to  a  question  put  to  them,  they  expressed  theur  willingness  to 
18  c  • 
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serve.  After  entering  into  an  agreement  to  do  so,  they  were  taken  on  shore  and 
supplied  with  the  confederate  uniform.  On  the  firemen  being  asked  if  thej  would 
enlist  in  the  confederate  service,  they  expressed  their  surprise,  and  said  thej 
had  not  come  there  for  that  purpose.  They  stated  that  they  were  willing  to 
carry  out  their  agreement  as  made  in  Liverpool,  and  they  were  ultimately  sworn 
to  do  so.  Subsequently  there  was  a  dispute  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  and 
some  of  the  men  were  put  in  irons.  On  being  released  they  seized  the  first 
opportunity  of  running  away,  and  it  was  upon  the  information  given  by  them 
that  the  present  proceedings  were  taken.  If  he  (the  attorney  general)  should 
prove  the  facts  to  which  he  had  called  their  attention,  he  asked  them  to  conviet 
the  prisoner.  The  object  which  her  Majesty's  government  had  in  view  in  insti- 
tuting that  prosecution  was  rather  to  prevent  than  to  punish,  and  to  show  that 
no  person  could  with  impunity  violate  the  law.  The  peace  of  this  country 
could  only  be  insured  by  a  faithful  observance  of  that  neutrality  which  we 
professed  with  respect  to  the  unhappy  war  now  being  waged  in  America,  and 
by  such  conduct  as  that  with  whiotb  the  prisoner  was  now  charged  he  had 
rendered  himself  amenable  to  the  law. 

The  engineers  and  firemen  engaged  by  the  prisoner  were  then  called,  and 
they  proved  the  facts  stated  in  the  opening  speech  of  the  learned  counsel,  and 
stated  that  the  railway  tickets  for  their  journey  to  London  and  Dover  were  given 
to  them  by  the  prisoner,  who  was  the  second  engineer  of  the  Rappahannock. 
The  tickets  were  purchased  by  a  person  named  Godd. 

Mr.  Henry  William  Sanders,  the  signet  clerk  in  the  office  for  the  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home  department,  proved  that  no  license  was  given  to  the  prisons 
either  to  enlist  himself  or  to  cause  others  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
erate States.    Mr.  Herbert  Manson  Suf t  gave  similar  evidence. 

Mr.  Littler,  having  taken  two  or  three  legal  objections  to  the  counts  in  the 
indictment,  proceeded  to  address  the  jury  on  the  facts,  remarking  that  it  was 
not  proved  that  the  prisoner  was  aware  at  the  time  he  engaged  the  engineers 
and  the  firemen  that  he  and  they  were  going  on  board  a  foreign  ship-of-war ; 
and  although  the  wages  he  offered  were  unusually  high,  he  might  have  really 
thought  the  men  would  be  required  for  mercantile  purposes. 

His  lordship,  in  summing  up,  remarked  upon  the  charming  simplicity  with 
which  the  learned  counsel  alluded  to  the  prisoner *s  probable  ignorance  of  the 
purposes  for  which  the  men  would  be  required,  and  said  it  would  be  for  the  jury 
to  say  whether  or  not  the  prisoner  had  been  clearly  proved  to  have  infringed  the 
provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  jury  immediately  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty. 

Mr.  Littler  then  stated  that  the  prisoner,  who  bore  an  excellent  character,  was 
very  sorry  for  what  he  had  done,  and  trusted  that,  imder  the  circumstances,  his 
lordship  would  not  sentence  him  to  imprisonment. 

Mr.  L.  Temple  said  he  appeared  for  Joseph  Buchanan,  who  was  also  charged 
with  having  infringed  the  foreign  enlistment  act ;  and  his  client  was  willing  to  plead 
guilty  to  having  enlisted  in  the  confederate  service,  but  he  denied  having  inauced 
others  to  enlist.  He  might  mention  to  his  lordship  that  Lord  Chief  Justice  Erie 
had,  in  the  case  of  a  former  trial  at  the  central  crhninal  court,  London,  for 
infringing  the  same  act,  by  enlisting  for  the  Rappahannock,  ordered  the  man  to 
enter  into  his  own  recognizances  to  appear  to  receive  judgment  when  called 
upon. 

Buchanan  was  then  placed  in  the  dock  wtih  Cunningham  and,  pleaded  guilty « 
The  attorney  general  having  stated  that  he  had  no  observations  to  make  with 
respect  to  the  punishment  which  he  thought  the  prisoners  ought  to  receive. 

His  lordship  said  he  was  willing  to  pass  the  same  sentence  as  that  passed  bj 
his  brother  £rle.  It  must,  however,  be  clearly  understood  that  if  a  man  violated 
the  law,  he  would,  when  apprehended,  be  punished  for  so  doing.  Any  repeti^ 
tion  of  the  offence  of  which  the  prisoner  had  been  guilty  would  be  treated  with 
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such  Beyerity  as  the  law  allowed.  It  was  essential  for  the  interests  of  England 
that  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  should  not  go  and  enlist  in  the  service  of  a 
foreign  state  that  was  at  that  time  a  belligerent,  and  by  their  conduct  possibly 
embroil  in  war  this  country.  •  That  was  an  offence,  and  a  very  grave  offence, 
mgainst  the  law,  but  the  prisoners  would  on  this  occasion  be  liberated  on  enter- 
ing into  their  own  recognizances  in  the  sum  of  c£150  each  to  appear  to  receive 
judgment,  if  required  to  do  so.  So  long  as  the  prisoners  did  not  again  offend 
they  would  not  be  required  to  appear,  but  if  they  did  offend  they  might  rely 
upon  It  the  judgment  now  passed  would  be  enforced,  and,  further,  that  they 
would  be  severely  punished. 

The  prisoners  then  entered  into  the  required  sureties  and  were  liberated. 

James  Campbell  pleaded  gtiilty  to  having  infringed  the  provisions  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act,  and  he  was  also  ordered  to  enter  into  his  own  recog- 
nisances in  «£150  to  appear  to  receive  judgment  when  called  upon. 

The  court  rose  at  a  quarter  past  six  o'clock. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  760.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  18,  1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  notes  which  have  passed  between 
Lord  Bussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  despatch  to  me.  No. 
1 024,  of  the  7th  of  July.  You  will  perceive  that  his  lordship  proposes  a  question 
which  I  cannot  answer  without  further  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  ^.,  fy:. 


[Enclosures.] 

1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  August  1,  1864. 

2.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  August  6,  1864. 

3.  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Bilbao  to  Lord  Russell,  July  21,  1864. 

4.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  August  18,  1864. 


Mr,  Adam»  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  1,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Department  of  State  at  Washington  by  Mr.. Savage,  vice  consul  general  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Havana,  which  1  have  been  directed  to  communicate  to 
yonr  lordship  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

Renewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  ^.,  Sfc„  Sfc, 


"276  DIPLOMi^TIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 


Earl  Kussell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

FpRBiGN  Office,  Av^ust  6,  1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  iBt 
instant,  communicating  to  me,  by  direction  of  your  government,  a  copy  of  a  de- 
spatch from  the  vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  the  Havana,  containing 
information  respecting  the  movements  of  the  notorious  Spanish  slave  steamer 
Oiceron. 

This  information,  for  which  1  beg  to  tender  you  my  best  thanks,  entirely 
coincides  with  that  already  received  by  her  Majesty's  government,  in  so  far,  at 
least,  as  regards  the  movements  of  the  Ciceron  up  to  the  time  when  she  left 
Marseilles,  on  the  11th  of  April  last. 

You  will  see,  however,  from  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  despatch  received  a 
few  days  since  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Bilbao,  that,  since  leaving  Mar- 
seilles, the  Cicoron  is  stated  to  have  failed  in  several  attempts  to  ship  slaves  from 
the  African  coast,  and,  according  to  reports  from  thence,  a  very  fast  steamer  made 
attempts  to  ship  slaves  from  the  neighborhood  of  Aghwey,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  vigilance  of  the  British  cruisers.  That  steamer  was  believed  to  be  the  Ci- 
ceron. 

If,  therefore,  the  report  contained  in  the  despatch  from  the  vice  consul  general 
of  the  United  States  to  the  effect  that  an  expedition  of  from  1,200  to  1,500 
Africans  was  recently  landed  fiom  a  steamer  on  the  southeast  coast  of  Cuba  is 
correct,  it  would  seem  probable  that  some  Steamer  other  than  the  Ciceron  is  en- 
gaged in  the  Cuban  slave  traffic ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  would  be  glad 
to  receive  any  further  information  on  this  point  which  the  United  States  agents 
in  Cuba  may  be  able  to  furnish. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
inform  me  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  United  States  government  to  send 
any  vessels  to  cruise  against  slavers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moBt  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chaklbs  Francis  Ada.ms,  Esq.,  ^pc,  ^-i  ^. 


Mr,  Young  to  Earl  Russell, 

S.  y.  No.  4.]  Hbr  Britannic  Majesty's  Consulate, 

Bilbao,  July  2,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lordship  the  following  intelli- 
gence, some  portion  of  which  it  is  possible  may  not  yet  have  been  conveyed  to 
her  Majesty's  government,  respecting  the  Spanish  steamer  Ciceron. 

From  a  communication  made  to  me,  on  which  I  can  rely,  it  appears  that  the 
Ciceron,  after  leaving  Marseilles  about  the  15th  of  April  last,  proceeded  to  the 
island  of  Mallorca,  where  she  took  in  a  large  supply  of  coal,  and  thence  to  the 
African  coast. 

Arrived  off  the  coast,  and  at  the  moment  when  she  was  preparing  to  embark 
slaves,  the  Ciceron  was  chased  by  two  British  steamers,  from  which  vessels  she 
escaped  out  to  sea  without  difficulty,  owing  to  her  great  speed,  which  it  is  stated 
enables  her  to  steam  16^  knots  an  hour. 

The  following  day  the  Ciceron  came  a  second  time  to  the  coast,  when  her  in- 
tention t3  embark  slaves  was  again  frustrated  by  three  British  steamers,  baU 
although  chased  and  fired  into,  she  again  got  to  sea  with  the  greatest  ease. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  Ciceron  made  a  third  attempt  on  the  coast,  which,  on 
account  of  the  presence  of  the  British  steamers,  was  equally  unsnccessfol  with  the 
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previous  ones ;  the  captain  therefore  resolved  to  abandon  the  expedition,  and 
■teamed  for  St.  Thomas,  at  which  place  he  and  the  crew  left  the  vessel,  and  re- 
turned to  Europe,  arriving  a  few  days  since. 

I  am  informed  that  only  one  individual  on  board  the  Ciceron  belonged  to  this 
neighborhood.  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  her  Majesty':*  mior 
ister  at  Madrid. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

HORACE  YOUNG. 
Earl  Russrll,  ^.,  ^.,  ^r. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London f  August  18,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of 
the  6th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  1st  instant,  communicating  information 
of  the  movements  of  the  Spanish  steamer  Ciceron. 

I  now  submit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  an  extract  just  received  from  another 
letter  of  the  vice  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  the  Havana,  dated  on 
the  9th  of  July,  confirming  the  fact  of  the  landing  of  1,200  negroes  in  the  island 
of  Cuba,  although  it  gives  no  further  light  as  to  the  agency  of  that  particular 
steamer  in  the  transaction. 

In  reply  to  the  question  addressed  to  me  at  the  close  of  your  lordship's  letter, 
as  to  the  intention  of  my  gv>vernmcnt  to  send  vessels  to  cruise  against  slavers,  I 
regret  to  say  that  I  have  received  no  later  advices  on  the  subject ;  but  I  shall 
do  myself  the  honor  at  once  to  apply  to  the  proper  sources  from  which  to  obtain 
the  desired  information. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  ifc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr»  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  761.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  connexion  with  No.  758,  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  I  now  forward  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  reply  of 
the  8th  instant  to  my  note  to  hiqn,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with  that 
despatch.  It  appears  from  this  that  the  British  government  has  become  so 
much  perplexed  by  the  inconsistencies  in  which  a  toleration  of  this  new  mode 
of  abusing  their  neutrality  is  involving  them,  as  to  decide  upon  a  rule  prohibit- 
ing all  transfer  or  dismantling  of  belligerent  vessels  of  either  party  in  their 
ports.  This  is  very  well  so  far  as  it  goes.  The  exclusion,  though  applying 
equally  to  us,  is  nominal  in  that  case,  whereas  it  will  have  its  force  in  circum- 
scribing the  operations  of  the  sympathizers  with  the  rebels,  particularly  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool. 

The  causes  which  may  have  led  to  this  decision  are  perhaps  to  be  thus  ex- 
plained. Simultaneously  with  my  note  to  Lord  Russell,  I  addressed  a  circular 
to  the  respective  commanders  of  the  three  war  vessels  at  that  time  cruising  in 
the  Channel,  the  Niagara,  the  Kearsarge,  and  the  Sacramento,. apprising  them 
of  the  information  which  I  had  received  from  Mr.  Wilding,  as  well  as  of  my 
opinion  that  the  Georgia  might  be  made  lawful  prize  whenever  and  under  what- 
ever colors  she  should  be  found  sailing  on  the  high  seas. 
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It  tamed  out  that  the  Georgia  had  been  engaged  by  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment for  one  month,  at  the  price  of  a  thousand  pounds,  to  carry  the  mails  from 
Lisbon  to  their  African  possessions.  She  was,  however,  to  be  transferred  from 
Liverpool  to  that  port  on  the  responsibility  of  Mr.  Bates,  the  nominal  owner, 
and  under  British  colors.  The  Count  Lavradio,  the  Portuguese  minister,  on 
learning  the  precise  state  of  the  case,  interposed  no  objection  to  my  proceeding, 
but  simply  expressed  a  hope  that,  if  captured  at  all,  the  vessel  might  be  taken 
before  reaching  Lisbon  to  enter  upon  the  engagement.  I  have  no  doubt,  al- 
though I  do  not  know  it  from  information,  that  the  matter  has  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  British  government  by  parties  at  Liverpool,  with  a  view 
to  secure  its  protection.  The  difficulties  that  might  ensue  from  adopting  any 
positive  course  doubtless  led  to  that  decision  which  is  found  communicated  in 
kis  lordship's  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc, 


[Euclosnrott.] 

1.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  August  8,  1864. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  August  18,  1864. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

-   Foreign  Office,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  see  any  sufficient  grounds 
for  coming  to  the  conclusion,  upon  the  statements  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
27th  ultimo,  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  about  to  be  again  used  for  belligerent 
purposes.  With  a  view,  however,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  question 
such  as  that  which  has  arisen  in  the  case  of  the  Georgia,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  given  directions  that  in  future  no  ship-of-war,  of  either  belligerent, 
shall  bo  allowed  to*  be  brought  into  any  of  her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose 
of  being  dismantled  or  sold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfv, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  U.mtbd  States, 

London,  Avgust  18,  1B64. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  com- 
municating to  me  the  fact  that  directions  have  been  given  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment to  prohibit  any  ship-of-war  of  either  belligerent  from  being  brought 
into  any  of  her  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  or  sold.  1  shall 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the  information  of  my  government. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Spc. 


DIPLOMATIC   C0RRE8P0NDEMCE.  279 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  762.]  ..  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  18,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranamit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Lord 
Russell  on  the  2d  instant,  under  the  instructions  contained  in  your  despatch, 
No.  1042,  of  th3  18th  of  July.     I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  reply  thereto. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  p.  Seward,  dc„  (£c,  dtc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  2,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  In  cou sequence  of  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government  to 
^decline  the  recognition  of  consular  agents  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  vice  consul 
general  at  Montreal  to  make  the  same  known  to  the  several  parties  concerned, 
and  to  direct  them  to  cease  at  once  from  the  farther  exercise  of  all  consular 
duties. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  also  been  made  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
in  order  that  the  regular  instructions  may  be  sent  to  the  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms. 

I  am  further  directed  to  say  that  the  vice  consul  general  has  executed  the 
duty  imposed  upon  him,  so  far  as  that  all  the  persons  concerned  have  received 
the  necessary  instructions  to  desist  from  all  farther  exercise  of  their  authority. 

Information  has  been  nevertheless  received  from  the  vice  consul  general  at 
Montreal,  which  leads  to  the  belief  that  much  inconvenience,  trouble,  and  delay 
irill  be  occasioned  to  the  merchants  and  others  in  portions  of  Upper  Canada, 
doing  business  with  the  United  States,  from  the  necessity  at  present  imposed 
upon  them  of  sending  their  invoices,  as  required  by  law,  to  be  verified  to  places 
80  distant  as  Montreal  or  Toronto. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  question  of  modifying  the  consular  establish- 
ment in  Canada  in  such  a  manner  as  to  remedy  these  difficulties  has  been  lately 
under  consideration  in  the  Cougress  of  the  United  States. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at  has  been  to  make  provision  for  the  discontinuance 
-of  most  of  the  consular  agencies,  and  to  substitute  in  their  places  a  number  of 
consuls,  not  exceeding  ten,  who  shall  be  placed  under  bonds  not  to  engage  in 
trading  or  other  commercial  business. 

The  effect  of  this  arrangement  would  not  be  to  increase  the  number  of  con- 
sular officers  of  the  United  States,  but,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  to  reduce  them, 
for  most  of  the  agencies,  which  in  1858  exceeded  thirty  in  number,  will  be  dis- 
continued. 

The  points  at  which  it  is  proposed  that  these  officers  should  reside  are  Clif- 
ton, Coaticook,  Erie,  Goderich,  Kingston,  Port  Samia,  Prescott,  St.  Lambert 
and  Longueil,  Toronto,  and  Windsor. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  hoped  that  this  proposal  will  receive 
the  favorable  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
-with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Sfc,,  4^.,  4p^. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  763.]  Legation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

I^imdon,  Avgust  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  notes  which  have  passed  between  Lord 
Russell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the  form  of  exequatur  used  by  the  United 
States,  as  I  was  directed  to  bring  it  before  him  by  your  despatch  No.  1027,  of 
the  9th  of  July. 

I  likewise  append  a  copy  of  the  form  granted  by  the  British  gowernment, 
just  as  it  passed,  through  my  hands,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Humphrey,  which  may 
prove  convenient  to  you  for  reference. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  July  30,  1864. 

2.  Present  form  of  exequatur  to  United  States  consul. 

3.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  August  6,  1864. 

4.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  August  18,  1864. 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  30,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  1  am  directed  by  my  government  to  mention  to  yaur  lordship 
that  their  attention  has  been  of  late  drawn  to  the  precise  language  in  the  form 
of  exequatur  granted  to  consuls  of  foreign  states  which  has  been  for  some  years 
in  use  in  the  United  States,  and  to  the  risk  of  embarrassment  which  appears 
likely  to  ensue  by  further  perseverance  in  the  use  of  it,  in  face  of  the  numerous 
treaty  stipulatipns  extending  the  limits  of  consular  jurisdiction,  which  have 
been  entered  into  in  the  interval  since  that  form  was  aaopted. 

The  form  as  it  now  stands  would  seem  likely  to  lead  the  consuls  of  those 
states  with  which  the  United  States  have  not  entered  into  any  treaty  engage- 
ments to  believe  that  they  could  claim  to  enjoy  the  extraordinary  privileges 
which  have  been  secured  to  those  of  other  states  by  virtue  of  special  conventions. 
Such  a  construction  would  not  be  just  to  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  their 
consuls  in  other  countries  would  not  and  could  not  think  themselves  entitled  to 
claim  any  such  special  advantages  in  their  turn,  in  cases  where  no  reciprocal 
obligation  had  been  entered  into  by  those  countries  to  grant  them. 

In  order  to  obviate  all  danger  of  misunderstanding  for  the  future;,  I  am  in- 
structed to  apprise  your  lordship  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  President  bo  far 
to  modify  the  language  gf  the  exequaturs  hereafter  to  be  granted  as  to  adapt  it 
to  the  precise  state  of  existing  consular  relations  with  other  states,  whether  by 
treaty  or  otherwise.  In  the  case  of  the  consuls  of  Great  Britain,  with  which 
country  no  material  change  by  treaty  stipulations  has  been  made  since  the  year 
1815,  the  form  adopted  in  1816,  in  the  caHc  of  Mr.  Anthony  St.  John  Baker, 
wiU  in  the  event  of  new  appointments  be  resumed.  The  same  form  will  be 
used  towards  the  consuls  of  all  other  states  with  which  there  are  no  special  treaty 
stipulations.  In  those  cases  where  special  consular  conventions  have  been 
negotiated  and  signed,  the  form  of  exequatur  will  be  adapted  to  the  precise 
stipulations  of  each  treaty  respectively. 
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Should  it  bo  the  deeire  of  her  Majesty's  government  at  any  time  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  a  reciprocal  extension  of  special  consular  privileges,  I  am 
instructed  to  inform  your  lordship  that  my  government  is  prepared  on  its  part 
cheerfully  to  respond  to  any  overture. 

I  am  further  instnicted  to  say  that  in  the  mean  while  all  existing  exequaturs 
will  be  continued,  but  will  be  continued  with  the  limitations  heretofore  under- 
stood to  exist  on  both  sides.  If,  however,  it  be  desired,  those  which  have  been 
issued  may  be  returned  and  cancelled,  whereupon  new  ones  with  accurate 
annotations  will  be  substituted. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  h^ve  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  ^.,  iljr.,  Sfc, 


Victoria  R^ 

Victoria,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.,  &c.,  &c  To  all  and  singular  our 
loving  subjects  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  has,  by  a  commission 
bearing  date  the  seventh  day  of  April  last,  constituted  Mr.  Nicholas  L.  Hum- 
phrey to  be  consul  at  Trinidad,  and  for  such  other  ports  as  shall  be  nearer 
thereto  than  to  the  residence  of  any  other  consul  or  vice-consul  of  the  United 
States ;  and  we  having  thereupon  approved  of  the  said  Nicholas  L.  Humphrey 
as  consul  for  the  said  United  States  according  to  the  commission  before  men- 
tioned, our  will  and  pleasure  are  and  we  hereby  require  that  you  do  receive, 
countenance,  and,  as  there  may  be  occasion,  favorably  assist  him,  the  said  Nicholas 
L.  Humphrey,  in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  giving  and  allowing  unto  him  all  the 
privileges,  immunities,  and  advantages  thereunto  belonging. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's  the  second  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 
By  her  Majesty's  command : 

RUSSELL. 


FoRBiGN  Office,  August  6,  1864, 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  which 
yon  inform  me  that  the  attention  of  the  United  States  government  has  been 
drawn  to  the  precise  language  of  the  form  of  exequatur  granted  to  consuls  of 
foreign  states  which  has  been  for  some  years  in  use  in  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  risk  of  embarrassment  which  appears  likely  to  ensue  by  further  perse- 
verance in  the  use  of  it  in  the  face  of  numerous  treaty  stipulations  extending 
the  limits  of  consular  jurisdiction  which  have  been  entered  into  in  the  interval 
since  that  form  was  adopted. 

It  is  accordingly  the  intention  of  the  United  States  government  to  modify  the 
language  of  the  exequaturs  to  be  granted  hereafter,  in  the  case  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  other  states  with  which  there  are  no  special  treaty  stipulations.  The  form 
to  be  henceforward  adopted  will  be  that  of  which  you  enclose  a  copy,  which 
was  employed  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Anthony  St.  John  Baker,  in  181G.  In  those 
cases  where  special  consular  conventions  have  been  negotiated  and  signed,  the 
form  of  exequatur  will  be  adapted  to  the  precise  stipulations  of  e^ch  treaty 
respectivclv. 

You  add  that  should  it  be  the  desire  of  her  Majesty's  government  at  any 
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time  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  a  reciprocal  extension  of  special  consular 
privileges,  70U  are  instructed  to  inform  me  that  your  government  is  prepared 
on  its  part  cheerfully  to  respond  to  any  overture. 

In  reply  to  this  communication,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be 
^ood  enough  to  inform  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  nature  of  the  yarious 
consular  treaties  and  conventions  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  powers,  and  their  specific  stipulations.  Her  Majesty's  government  would 
then  be  in  a  position  to  judge  whether  they  would  negotiate  any  fresh  consular 
convention,  or  be  x^ontented  to  remain  in  the  position  of  a  power  having  no 
special  consular  convention  with  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con3ideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi* 
ent,  humble  fervant, 

RUSSELL. 

Gharlbs  FsANcia^  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1074.]  Dbpartmknt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  4th  of  August,  No.  758,  has  been  received. 

The  representation  you  have  made  to  Earl  Russell  concerning  the  Georgia  is 
approved.  I  trust  that  you  have  succeeded  in  impressing  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  you  have  thus  brought  to 
their  notice.  , 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  British  subjects,  hostile  to  the  United  States, 
have  only  changed  their  form  of  proceeding  in  sending  out  armed  vessels  to 
make  war  against  the  United  States.  The  Tallahassee  is  said  to  have  been  built 
and  to  have  come  out  in  the  character  of  a  merchant  vessel,  but  to  have  been 
furnished  with  an  armament  in  Liverpool.  She  appears  on  our  coasts  a  pirate, 
and  she  is  received  at  Halifax.  Her  master  is  reported  as  saying  that  she  is 
only  one  of  several  very  fast  steamers 'H)f  the  same  character,  which  have  been 
built  at  Liverpool,  with  armaments  prepared  in  the  same  way.  Bermuda  and 
Halifax  are  to  be  bases  of  operations.  I  refrain  from  comment  until  there  shall 
have  been  time  for  Earl  Russell  to  have  replied  to  your  note  concerning  the 
Georgia,  and  in  the  expectation  of  more  dehnite  information  in  regard  to  the 
Tallahassee. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.   SEWARD. 

Ghaklbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1076.]  Department  of  State, 

Washinglony  August  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  military  immobility  which  had  begun  to  wear  upon  the  public  mind 
has  recently  given  way.  Activity  again  appears,  although,  thus  far,  it  has  pro- 
duced no  decisive  results. 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  read  with  pride  and  satisfaction  the^details  of  Uie 
great  naval  engagement  in  Mobile  bay.  The  restoration  of  the  national  flag 
over  Fort  Powell  gives  us  Grant's  passage,  while  the  recapture  of  Fort  Gaineti 
marks  an  advance  in  the  work  of  restoring  the  Union.     Prot^ted  by  these 
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fertificatiouB,  togctlier  with  Fort  Morgan,  the  insurgents  had  really  made  no 
nifiwrgent  demonstration  towards  the  creation  of  a  naval  force.  The  destruction 
of  their  gunboat  Gaines,  and  the  transfer  of  the  ram  Tennessee,  which  is  secured 
to  the  national  service,  have  materially  weakened  the  enemy.  We  learn  that 
the  siege  of  Fort  "Moi-gan  has  begun,  and  that  a  portion  of  our  fleet  has  assailed 
the  land  fortifications  which  surround  the  city  of  Mobile. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  James  river  General  Grant  has  successfully  seized 
and  he  now  holds-  the  Weldon  road  between  Petersburg  and  North  Carolina, 
after  having  resisted  two  or  three  fierce  assaults,  with  great  loss  to  the  insurgents. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  insurgents  are  suffering  a  material 
redaction  of  their  force  by  casualties  and  by  desertions.  General  Grant  has 
already  sent  to  the  Indian  campaign  a  regiment  of  enlisted  deserters  from  the 
army  of  Lee. 

General  Sherman  still  prosecutes  his  operations  against  the  enemy  at  Atlanta 
#ith  unabated  confidence.  We  have  o&cial  reports  that  his  cavidry  have  cut 
off  the  railroad  connexion  between  that  place  and  Macon. 

Lee  has  re-enforced  Early,  and  he  has  thereupon  moved  down  the  valley  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Strasburg  to  Winchester.  General  Shendan  has  retired 
to  Chanestown,  and  the  upper  Potomac  thus  again  becomes  a  theatre  of  war. 
The  approach  of  a  draft  to  maintain  the  armies  at  their  full  strength  is  creating 
much  uneasiness,  and  this  uneasiness  speaks  out  through  the  press.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  true,  although  not  yet  generally  understood,  that  recruiting  has 
begun  ifei  good  earnest.  Later  returns  show  that  the  number  of  men  mustered 
into  the  army  are  twelve  hundred  per  day,  an  increase  of  ten-fold  per  day  since 
the  proclamation  calling  for  re-enforcements  was  issued. 

You  will  hardly  need  to  be  told  that  the  reports  published  of  armistices,  pre- 
tended changes  in  the  cabinet,  and  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  negotiate 
with  the  insurgents,  which  figure  largely  in  the  political  canvai<s,  have  no 
foundation  in  fact. 

I  am,  eir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   II.  SEWARD. 

Charlks  FnANcis  Adams,  Et^q.,  ^.,  Sfr:.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  766.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  25 ^  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart- 
ment, numbered  from  1060  to  1065  inclusive,  together  with  a  letter  from 
yourself,  dated  the  9th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  an  assistant 
secretary  to  this  legation  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Moran. 

There  is  nothing  of  material  interest  to  bring  to  your  attention  this  week. 
The  mob  and  riots  at  Belfast  are  merely  one  of  many  proofs  how  little  progress 
has  been  really  made  in  harmonizing  the  religious  and  political  dissensions  in 
Ireland.  Amidst  the  many  speculations  which  appear  in  the  public  journals 
concerning  the  causes  of  the  great  emigration  to  America,  I  do  not  recollect 
to  have  seen  any  reference  to  the  fact  that  the  Irish  Catholic  is  scarcely 
regarded  as  having  any  rights  which  his  English  brother  is  not  tempted  to 
violate  on  the  smallest  provocation.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance  attending  this 
state  of  things,  that  the  very  individuals  subjected  to  this  species  of  persecution 
at  home  are  the  most  apt,  when  transferred  to  the  United  States,  to  become 
persecutors  of  another  kind  themselves.  Thus  it  is  that  the  spirit  of  mobbing 
and  riot  which  grows  out  of  injustice  on  this  side  of  the  water  is  transplanted 
soon  to  bear  its  fruits  in  the  purer  atmosphere  on  the  other. 
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I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times,  containing  a  report  of  the 
speech  of  Lord  Palmerston  to  his  constituents  at  Tiverton.  Yon  will  not  fail 
to  notice  his  allusion  to  the  affairs  of  America,  and,  especially,  to  his  cicpcctatioD 
of  the  restoration  of  peace  in  a  particular  way. 

The  public  expectation  of  great  results  from  the  expedition  of  General  Early 
into  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been  raised  so  far  as  to  believe  the 
capture  of  even  Pittsburg  likely,  has  once  more  collapsed,  almost  as  suddenly 
as  it  did  last  year  after  Ae  battle  of  Gettysburg.  The  only  uneasiness  it  caused 
me  was  the  possibility  that  General  Grant  might  be  diverted  from  his  object  for 
a  time.  This  object  having  failed,  the  question  of  the  end  of  the  struggle  i» 
simply  dependont  on  the  perseverance  of  the  people  of  the  Union.  This  is  the  ' 
point  to  be  determined  at  the  approaching  election.  How  strong  the  hopes  of 
those  sympathizing  with  the  rebels  in  this  kingdom  are  of  a  voluntary  surrender 
of  the  principles  involved,  including  even  that  of  emancipation,  nobody  can  fail 
to  perceive.  One  writer  has  at  last  got  courage  enough  to  declare  what  I  hav% 
always  believed  to  be  the  general  sentiment,  that  he  has  no  preferences  between 
the  parties.  He  only  trusts  that  the  snake  may  be  at  last  cut  in  two,  so  that 
the  power  of  each  to  do  mischief  may  be  proportionately  abridged. 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.VRLKS   FRANCIS   ADAM8. 

Hon.  WiLi/iAM  H.  Skward,  Sfc,,  <!Jr.,  ifc,  • 


[From  the  London  TiniCK  of  August  24,  J 864.] 

LORD  PALMERSTON  AT  TIVERTON. 

TivRRTON,  Tuesday, 
It  is  now  some  years  since  Lord  Palmerston  visited  his  constituents,  having 
been  obliged  on  several  occasions  durinp:  that  period  to  dbappoint  them,  after  all 
arrangements  had  been  made,  owing  either  to  the  exigencies  of  public  businesB 
or  temporary  illness.  A  short  time  ago  Lord  Palmerston  intunated  that  he  would 
pay  his  long-deferred  visit  on  the  occasion  of  Tiverton  races,  and  the  mayor  and 
corporation  determined  to  invite  him  to  a  public  banquet  the  previous  evening. 
The  premier,  who  looked  remarkably  well  and  was  in  excellent  spirits,  arrived 
by  the  2  o'clock  train  from  London.  At  Tiverton  Junction  he  was  heartily 
welcomed  by  the  mayor  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  chief  inhabitants  of 
the  borough ;  but  when  the  train  arrived  at  Tiverton  the  station  and  its  approaches 
were  densely  crowded,  and  his  lordship,  having  entered  his  carriage,  was 
escorted  amid  enthusiaatic  cheers  to  his  hotel,  the  Three  Tuns.  Lord  Palmers- 
ton  on  presenting  himself  at  the  window  of  the  hotel  was  received  with  loud 
cheering.  When  silence  was  restored  his  lordship  said :  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
youn^  and  old,  my  good  friends  all,  I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  the  kind  re- 
ception which  I  have  just  met  with  from  you.  i  am  accustomed  to  be  warmly 
received  in  this  town  of  Tiverton,  but  I  must  fairly  own  that  I  never  met  with  a 
more  general  and  cordial  reception  than  that  which  has  awaited  me  to-day.  [Cheers.] 
I  am  always  glad  to  come  to  this  town  and  this  beautiful  neighborhood  whenever 
I  am  able  to  do  so.  I  regretted  very  much  upon  a  late  occasion  I  was  tied  by 
the  leg,  unable  to  leave,  and  I  think  that  a  man  who  ie  tied  by  the  leg  and  foot 
to  London  cannot  hope  to  make  his  way  to  Tiverton.  [Laughter  and  cheering.] 
I  am  glad,  however,  to  meet  so  many  of  you  to-day,  and  I  trust  that  during  the 
two  days  that  I  mean  to  pass  here  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all  those 
good  friends  to  whom  I  am  so  much  indebted.  [Cheers.]  If  I  am  to  augur  of 
the  future  increase  and  prosperity  of  Tiverton  from  what  I  now  see  before  me, 
I  must  say  that  the  great  numbers  and  good  looks  of  the  rising  generation  augur 
well  and  fairly  for  the  increasing  prosperity  of  Tiverton.     [Cheers  and  laughter.] 
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It  ia  a  proof  that  the  people  have  good  employment,  and  ihe  appearance  of  the 
jounger  part  of  them  shows  that  due  care  is  taken  of  their  education  and  man- 
ners, and  that  the  good  and  healthy  air  of  this  town  has  its  due  effect  upon  the 
constitution  and  looks  of  the  young.  [Cheers.]  We  all  know  that  those  who  are 
past  their  childhood-— especially  those  of  the  fair  sex — retain  their  good  looks 
to  a  later  period  of  life  than  is  often  their  lot  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
[Laughter  and  cheers.]  I  can  only  repeat  that  it  has  given  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  be  so  well  received,  and  that  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank 
you  for  the  kind  demonstration  which  you  have  made.  I  am  glad  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  you  in  such  magnificent  weather.  It  has  sometimes  occurred 
when  I  have  been  here  that  there  has  been  a  little  dewy  fall  from  the  skies.  You 
are  I  believe  panting  for  rain,  but  I  trust  it  will  not  come  down  for  the  next  two 
or  three  days,  so  as  to  injure  the  attendance  at  your  races.  [Laughter  and  cheers.] 
Three  cheers  were  then  given  for  the  ladies,  three  for  the  mayor,  and  throe  for 
Kr.  Hole,  and  Lord  Palmerston  then  retired. 


THE  BANQUET. 

The  banquet  took  place  at  5  o'clock,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  N.  Row, 
the  mayor,  who  ha^  upon  his  right  Lord  Palmerston,  Mr.  J.  Chichester  Nagle, 
and  Mr.  J.  Worth,  and  on  his  left  Mr.  J.  Sillifant,  Mr.  F.  Hole,  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
Sydenham  and  Mr.  Cartwright.  About  150  sat  down  to  dinner.  The  usual 
loyal  and  constitutional  toasts  were  given  from  the  chair. 

The  Rev.  J.  F.  Sydenham,  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  the  *•  Bishop  of  the 
diocese  and  the  clergy  of  all  denominations,"  thanked  Lord  Palmerston  for  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  he  had  filled  up  the  unprecedented  number  of  ecclesi- 
astical offices  which  had  recently  fallen  to  his  nomination.  Against  those  ap- 
pointments a  very  few  of  extreme  views  had  only  ventured  to  feebly  remon- 
strate. 

Captain  Lane  returned  thanks  for  the  "  Army  and  Navy,  Militia  and  Volun- 
teers." 

The  chairman  then  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Lord  Viscount  Pal- 
merston," and  in  terse  but  forcible  terms  observed  that  as  a  member  he  was  an 
honor  to  the  borough,  but  as  a  statesman  and  a  minister  not  only  to  the  borough, 
but  also  to  the  whole  country. 

Lord  Palmerston,  who  was  received  with  several  rounds  of  most  tremendous 
cheering,  said :  Mr.  Mayor  and  gentlemen,  I  beg  to  return  to  you  my  most 
sincere  thanks  for  tlie  kind  manner  in  which  this  toast  has  been  proposed  and 
received,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  a  testimony  of  good-will  from  the  people  of 
Tiverton  must  always  be  most  grateful  to  me.  [Cheers.]  I  feel  under  most 
peculiar  obligations  to  the  people  of  this  town.  I  came  here  first  a  stranger — 
an  entire  stranger — to  you,  and  if,  as  you  did,  you  accepted  me  as  your  member, 
it  could  onlv  be  from  your  thinking  that  my  conduct  in  public  life  had  been 
Buch  as  to  deserve  your  approbation.  [Hear.]  From  time  to  time  it  has  been 
a  source  of  great  pride  and  gratification  to  me  to  find  on  every  occasion  of  my 
revisiting  this  town  that  the  cordiality  of  my  reception  may  be  accepted  as  a 
proof  that  the  good  opinion  which  originally  led  to  your  taking  me  as  your 
member  has  not  been  diminished,  but  increased.  [Cheers.]  I  can  assurg  you 
that  I  feel  a  most  hearty  pride  at  beine,  and  I  trust  continuing  to  be,  your 
member.  [Cheers.]  The  reverend  gentleman  who  returned  thanks  for  the 
clergy  did  me  the  honor  to  allude  t-o  matters  which  are  the  personal  acts  of  the 
minister  who  fills  the  office  that  I  do — I  mean  the  choice  of  the  persons  who  are 
to  fill  the  high  dignities  of  the  church.  Well,  I  am  glad  that  the  selections 
which  I  have  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  have  met  with  general  approvaL 
I  hold  the  task  of  making  those  selections  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  duties 
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that  can  devolve  upon  the  person  who  holds  the  office  which  1  have  the  honor 
to  fill,  hecause  there  are  manj  things  which  depend  upon  a  good  choice :  these 
are,  in  the  first  place,  the  moral  and  religious  training  of  the  country,  of  those 
who  are  members  of  the  church  of  which  these  persons  are  chosen  to  be  high 
dignitaries;  but  there  is  a  further  bearing  on  a  good  selection  in  these  cases, 
because  in  a  free  country  like  this,  where  every  man  is  entitled  to  hold  his  own 
opinions,  where  men  are  accustomed  to  investigate  the  grounds  of  the  opinions 
which  they  entertain  or  which  they  may  intend  to  adopt,  there  must  necessarily 
be  great  differences  on  religious  subjects.  No  doubt  we  might  all  wish  that  the 
whole  nation  could  be  of  one  creed.  That  is  impossible  in  a  free  country ;  but 
what  can  be  done  and  wbat  ought  to  be  done  is,  that  those  who  hold  high 
office,  and  those  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  established  church,  should  by  their 
bearing  towards  those  who  differ  from  them  in  religious  opinions  mitigate  those 
acerbities  which  are,  perhaps,  inherent  in  the  diversities  of  opinion  on  so  im- 
portant a  matter,  both  here  and  hereafter;  that  they  should,  by  theur  manner 
and  bearing  towards  those  of  different  opinion,  render  those  differences  as  little 
perceptible  as  possible,  and  endeavor  to  inculcate  that  charity  which  is  the 
basis  of  our  common  religion.  I  trust  and  believe  tha,t  the  choice  which  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  make  has  been  made  in  this  direction,  and  that  those  who  have 
been  elevated  to  fill  high  positions  in  the  established  church  will  by  their 
bearing  towards  different  communities  continue  to  prove  that,  although  each  may 
be  sincere  in  holding  opinions  at  variance  one  with  another,  they  wul,  neverthe- 
less, all  feel  that  there  are  common  feelings,  common  interests,  and  common 
obligations  which  pervade  the  mass,  and  that  those  feelings,  interests,  and  obli- 
gations ought  not  to  be  embittered  by  any  asperiticH  between  different  sects. 
[Cheers.]  We  have  most  unhappily  seen  very  recently  proofs  that  in  the  sister 
kingdom  those  differences  of  religion  have  led  to  most  disastrous  and  lamentable 
outbreaks ;  but  let  us  not  ascribe  those  events  entirely  to  difference  of  religious 
opinion ;  they  are  rather  connected  with  long-established  feuds,  and  should  be  looked 
upon  rather  as  political  demonstrations  than  as  uncharitable  feelings  in  regard 
to  the  religions  of  the  two  parties  who  come  in  contact.  [Hear,  hear.]  Notice 
was  also  taken  of  the  circumstance  that  it  has  fallen  to  tne  lot  of  the  govern- 
ment of  which  I  am  a  member  to  preserve  to  this  country  the  blessings  of  peace. 
Now,  gentlemen,  no  doubt  the  preservation  of  peace,  with  honor,  with  consist- 
ency, with  the  intercuts  and  dignity  of  the  country,  with  its  interest  at  home 
and  its  dignity  and  nputatiou  abroad,  the  preservation  of  peace  upon  such  con- 
ditions is  the  primary  duty  of  any  administration  that  may  be  charged  with  the 
conduct  of  national  affairs.  [Uear.]  I  do  not  think  it  desirable  that  we  should 
be  of  that  section,  which  I  believe  really  does  not  now  exist,  although  it  is  a 
byword  sometimes  used,  1  do  not  think  it  desirable  that  we  should  be  of  the 
peace-at-any-price  party.  I  do  not  believe  that  those  who  are  commonly  de- 
signated by  l^at  name  are  at  heart  insensible  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
country.  [Cheers.]  There  may  be  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  case,  as  to  the  validity  of  the  reasons  which  may  induce  the  country  to 
draw  the  sword ;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  there  is  no  Englishman  who  would 
not,  if  he  thought  the  interests  and  honor  and  dignity  of  the  country  were  at 
stake,  join  in  its  defence  by  whatever  means,  personal  or  otherwise,  which  he 
might  be  able  to  command.  [Cheers.]  There  have  been,  indeed,  of  late  years, 
during  the  five  years  which  I  have  been  in  office,  several  ca^^es  which  might  have 
led  this  country  into  war.  We  might  have  embarked  in  war,  and  with  great 
acquiescence  in  popular  feeling,  for  the  rescue  of  the  Poles.  Well,  we  deplore 
their  unhappy  fate ;  we  endeavored  to  enlist  in  their  cause  the  moral  and  politi- 
cal action  of  all  the  different  powers  of  Europe,  and  we  did  so ;  but  they  unfor- 
tunately failed,  and  perhaps  it  was  in  the  nature  of  things  that  our  efibrts  shouM 
not  succeed.  But,  however  the  enthusiasm  of  a  large  portion  of  the  community 
might  have  urged  us  to  take  more  active  measures,  we  did  not  think — and  I 
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believe  the  m^ority  of  the  country  is  of  opinion  that  we  thoueht  right — we  did 
not  think  that  was  an  occasion  on  which  it  would  be  justifiable  to  call  on  the 
people  of  England  to  make  those  exertions  and  sacrifices  which  such  a  war 
would  have  called  for.  Then  there  was  the  American  civil  war.  There  is  much 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  contending  parties.  Some  are  for 
the  north  on  the  ground  of  their  hatred  of  slavery ;  some  are  for  the  south  on 
the  ground  of  their  love  of  freedom  and  independence.  We  might  have  been 
involved  one  way  or  the  other;  if  we  had  listened  to  many  of  those  who  urged 
dififerent  courses  of  action,  we  might  have  been  involved  in  the  quarrel ;  but  I 
believe  the  country  is  glad  we  have  abstained  from  taking  that  course.  [Cheers.) 
We  could  have  had  nothing  to  gain,  and  we  should  only  have  added  thousands 
of  our  own  sons  to  the  hecatomb  of  victims  which  that  calamitous  and  bloody, 
slaughtering  war  has  sacrificed.  [Cheers.]  We  may  hope  that  time  and  re- 
flection— and  recent  advices  from  America  show  some  favorable  symptoms  —  we 
may  hope  that  time  and  reflection,  and  the  fact  of  the  immense  losses  which 
have  b^n  sustained,  and  the  slight  hopes  of  success  which  appear  on  the  part 
of  the  north — we  may  hope  that  many  months  will  not  elapse  before  some  pro- 
cess will  be  made  towards  healing  that  tremendous  breach  which  now  exists.' 
[Cheers.]  But  of  this  I  am  convinced,  that  if  we  had  yielded  to  those  who, 
'  from  the  purest  motives  and  from  a  sincere  conviction,  urged  us  to  interfere  to 
offer  our  mediation  to  endeavor  to  reconcile  the  quarrel  between  the  parties  be- 
fore matters  were  ripe  for  our  adjustment,  we  should  not  only  have  failed  in 
accomplishing  that  object,  but  we  should  have  embittered  the  feelings  between 
that  country  and  this,  and  have  rendered  the  future  establishment  of  good  rela- 
tions between  us  and  them  less  easy  and  more  difficult.  [Hear.]  Therefore  I 
think  our  neutrality  was  wise,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  is  appreciated  by  the  country 
at  large.     [Cheers.] 

Well,  then  came  that  unfortunate  Danish  question,  and  I  am  sure  every 
Englishman  who  has  a  heart  in  his  breast  and  a  feeling  of  justice  in  his  mind 
sympathizes  with  those  unfortunate  Danes,  [cheers,]  and  wishes  that  this  country 
could  have  been  able  to  draw  the  sword  successfully  in  their  defence,  [continued 
cheers;]  but  I  am  satii^ed  that  those  who  reflect  on  the  season  of  the  year 
when  that  war  broke  out,  on  the  means  which  this  country  could  have  applied 
for  deciding  in  one  sense  that  issue,  I  am  satisfied  that  those  who  make  these 
reflections  will  think  that  we  acted  wisely  in  not  embarking  in  that  dispute. 
[Cheers.]  To  have  sent  a  fleet  in  midwinter  to  the  Baltic  every  sailor  would 
tell  you  was  an  impossibility,  but  if  it  could  have  gone  it  would  have  been 
attended  by  no  effectual  result.  Ships  sailing  on  the  sea  cannot  stop  aimies  on 
land,  and  to  have  attempted  to  stop  the  progress  of  an  army  by  sending  a  fleet 
to  the  Baltic -would  have  been  attempting  to  do  that  which  it  was  not  possible 
to  accomplish.  [Hear,  hear.]  If  England  could  have  sent  an  army,  and  although 
we  all  know  how  admirable  that  army  is  on  the  peace  establishment,  we  must 
acknowledge  that  we  have  no  means  of  sending  out  a  force  at  all  equal  to  cope 
with  the  300,000  or  400,000  men  whom  the  30,000,000  or  40,000,000  of  Ger- 
many could  have  pitted  against  us,  and  that  such  an  attempt  would  only  have 
inaured  a  disgraceful  discomfiture — not  to  the  army,  indeed,  but  to  the  govern- 
ment which  sent  out  an  inferior  force  and  expected  it  to  cope  successfully  with 
a  force  so  vastly  superior.  [Cheers.]  We  are,  as  a  nation,  I  trust,  sufficiently 
strong  to  defy  attack  from  any  enemy.  We  have,  in  round  numbers,  300,000 
militia  and  volunteers,  in  addition  to  the  regular  army,  and,  as  they  can  be  im- 
mediately increased,  we  have  force  amply  sufficient  to  defy  attack  from  whatever 
quarter  it  may  proceed.  [Cheers.]  We  have  a  fleet  growing  every  year, 
adapting  itself  to  the  modern  requirements  of  naval  warfare,  and  fully  adequate 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Our  object  is  defence,  not  aggression.  [Cheers.] 
Bat  this  state  of  things  does  not  allow  this  country  to  undertake  vast  operations 
beyond  its  confines ;  calling  on  the  nation  to  make  great  exertions,  to  make 
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great  sacrificeBi  both  of  men  and  money,  iu  order  to  send  out  an  army  fit  to 
cope  with  the  vast  establishments  maintained  by  other  countries.  [Cheers.] 
Well,  we  did  not  think  that  the  Danish  cause  would  be  considered  as  sufficiently 
British,  and  as  sufficiently  bearing  on  the  interests  and  the  security  and  the 
honor  of  England,  as  to  make  it  justifiable  to  ask  the  country  to  make  those 
exertions  which  such  a  war  would  render  necessary ;  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
verdict  of  the  country  will  be  that,  in  this  respect,  the  government  judged 
rightly.  [Cheers.]  But,  while  we  have  preserved  peace,  the  nation  has  been 
dojng  its  work  too.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  keep  the  country  at 
peace  as  lon<r  as  it  can  do  so  without  sacrificing  its  honor,  its  dignity,  or  its 
intcre^^ts.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  country  to  prosper  its  trade,  to 
extend  its  commerce,  to  increase  its  resources,  and  to  promote  its  welfare  of 
every  sort  and  kind.  This  duty  has  been  nobly  performed  by  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  ;  and  there  never  was  a  period  of  equal  length  during  woich  this 
country  has  made  such  enormous  strides  in  wealth,  and  in  everything  which 
constitutes  the  comfort,  the  happiness,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  [Gheers.] 
The  government  can  only  contribute  to  these  results  by  removing  obstacles  and 
affording  facilities,  but  it  remains  for  the  people  themselves  to  make  those  exer- 
tions by  which  alone  these  results  can  be  obtained.  [Cheers.]  Government 
cannot  interfere  with  private  enterprise.  Every  now  and  then  we  are  called 
upon  to  subsidize  or  assist  this  or  that  enterprize  ;  we  are  told  that  a  little  con- 
tribution from  the  public  revenue  would  set  up  this  manufacture,  would  assist 
another,  would  give  scope  to  industry,  and  would  foster  a  rising  commerce ; 
but  these  things  are  only  done  in  countries  where  the  people  are  paralyzed  by 
despotic  power,  and  where  they  require  the  vivifying  and  electrical  touch  of  ih€ 
government  to  rouse  them  to  an  exertion  which  is  not  their  natural  condition 
nor  their  habitual  practice.  [Cheers.]  In  this  country  every  man  is  alive, 
every  man  knows  best  how  to  employ  his  capital,  how  to  direct  his  genius, 
whatever  it  may  be ;  whatever  line  you  may  take,  whether  it  be  active  exertion 
in  distant  parts,  or  the  studious  labor  of  invention  at  home,  or  the  direction  of 
the  industry  of  thousands  of  our  manufacturing  workmen,  in  this  country  every 
man  knows  best  how  to  contribute  to  the  public  wealth  and  to  his  own  pros- 
perity and  advantage,  and  all  that  the  government  has  to  do  is  to  leave  things 
alone,  to  throw  down  barriers  and  obstructions,  where  barriers  and  obstructions 
are  pressed,  and  to  give  that  freedom  to  industry  and  activity  to  commerce  by 
which  alone  the  general  welfare  of  the  country  can  be  advanced.  [Cheers.] 
That  has  been  our  task,  and  I  think  we  have  performed  that  task  well  ana 
successfully  ;  and  if  anybody  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  back — which  few  men 
are  disposed  to  do,  because  they  are  tcjo  busy  looking  forward,  [**  hear,"  and 
cheers] — ^if  any  man  will  look  back  and  glance  at  the  immense  prbgress  which 
has  -taken  place  in  this  country  during  the  last  thirty  years,  he  will  be  astonished 
at  the  magnitude  of  the  improvements  which  have  been  made,  the  magnitude 
of  the  obstructions  which  have  been  thrown  iown,  the  magnitude  of  the  new 
doors  to  industry  which  have  been  opened,  and  the  progress  which  the  country 
has  made  in  national  wealth  and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
[Cheers.]  I  need  not,  indeed,  preach  these  doctrines  in  this  town,  because  here 
they  have  not  only  been  understood,  but  successfully  practiced.  It  is  not  in 
Tiverton,  where  a  most  thriving  and  durable  manumcture  has  been  so  long 
established,  that  I  need  debate  on  the  advantage  which  genius,  industry,  enter- 
prise, capital  properly  applied  and  adapted  with  skill,  produce,  not  only  to  the 
individual  who  directs  the  machine,  but  to  the  whole  community  who  are  in  any 
way.  connected  with  such  a  system.  [Cheers.]  The  noble  lord,  after  passing 
a  high  eulogium  on  his  lame9ted  colleague,  Mr.  Heathcote,  concluded  by  thank- 
ing the  guests  around  him  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  received  among 
his  kind  friends  in  Tiverton,  saying  that  these  periodical  visits  were  always 
marked  with  a  red  letter  in  his  diary.  The  noble  lord  resumed  his  seat  amid 
loud  and  prolonged  cheering,  and  the  party  soon  afterwards  separated. 
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Mr,  Adaim  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  767.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  25,  1864. 
Sib  :  A  telegram  was  received  at  this  legation  yesterday,  at  one  o'clock  p. 
m^  from  the  consular  agent  at  Dover,  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Niagara,  on  her  way  to  Antwerp.    The  Georgia  had  been  taken  and  sent  as 
priae  to  the  United  States.     The  crew  were  landed  at  Dover. 

This  event  has  made  some  sensation  here.    The  newspapers  express  opinions 
based  on  little  information,  and  prompted  by  their  respective  predilections  in  our 
struggle.     Should  any  official  indication  be  made  visible  in  the  Times  to-morrow 
morning  I  shall  send  a  copy  with  the  despatch. 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  ^r.,  ^r. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1077.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  26,  1864, 
Sir  :  In  a  letter  to  this  department  of  the  12th  instant  Mr.  Wilson,  the  sec- 
retary of  legation  at  London,  gives  an  account  of  certain  proceedings  with  refer- 
ence to  the  late  insurgent  steamer  Georgia,  and  particularly  of  an  intimation 
given  to  the  Portuguese  minister,  at  London,  to  the  eflTect  that  the  Georgia, 
having  been  sold  in  a  neutral  port,  would  be  a  lawful  prize  to  a  United  States 
cruiser.  The  proceedings  referred  to  are  approved  by  the  department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^r.,  ifc. 


Mr,  F,  W,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 
[Circular.] 

No.  1078.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  principal  military  events  of  which  information  has  been  received 
during  the  week  are  the  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  the  unsuccessful  attempts 
of  the  enemy  to  recover  possession  of  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  railroad.  The 
assaults  upon  our  forces  at  the  latter  point  were  made  with  energy,  almost  with 
desjperation,  and  the  ensuing  battles  are  reported  to  have  been  as  sanguinary 
and  as  severely  contested  as  any  during  the  war.  The  final  repulse  of  the 
enemy,  however,  was  complete.  This  result  is  regarded  as  a  decided  advantage 
in  the  campaign. 

In  regard  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Morgan  the  mere  announcement  of  that 
important  success  in  the  Richmond  newspapers  is  the  only  information  that  has 
as  yet  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc,,  Sfc, 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe,  mutatis  mutandis.] 
19  c  ♦ 
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great  sacrifices,  both  of  men  and  money,  iu  order  to  send  out  an  army  fit  to 
cope  with  the  vast  establishments  maintained  by  other  countries.  [Cheers.] 
Well,  we  did  not  think  that  the  Danish  cause  would  be  considered  as  sufficiently 
British,  and  as  sufficiently  bearing  on  the  interests  and  the  security  and  the 
honor  of  England,  as  to  make  it  justifiable  to  ask  the  country  to  make  those 
exertions  which  such  a  war  would  render  necessary ;  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
verdict  of  the  country  will  bo  that,  in  this  respect,  the  government  judged 
rightly.  [Cheers.]  But,  while  we  have  preserved  peace,  the  nation  has  been 
doing  its  work  too.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  keep  the  country  at 
peace  as  lon^  as  it  can  do  so  without  sacrificing  its  honor,  its  dignity,  or  its 
interests.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  country  to  prosper  its  trade,  to 
extend  its  commerce,  to  increase  its  resources,  and  to  promote  its  welfare  of 
every  sort  and  kind.  This  duty  has  been  nobly  performed  by  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  ;  and  there  never  was  a  period  of  equal  length  during  wnich  this 
country  has  made  such  enormous  strides  in  wealth,  and  in  everything  which 
constitutes  the  comfort,  the  happiness,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  [Cheers.] 
The  government  can  only  contribute  to  these  results  by  removing  obstacles  and 
affording  facilities,  but  it  remains  for  the  people  themselves  to  make  those  exer- 
tions by  which  alone  these  results  can  be  obtained.  [Cheers.]  Government 
cannot  interfere  with  private  enterprise.  Every  now  and  then  we  are  called 
upon  to  subsidize  or  assist  this  or  that  enterprize ;  we  are  told  that  a  little  con- 
tribution from  the  public  revenue  would  set  up  this  manufacture,  would  assist 
another,  would  give  scope  to  industry,  and  would  foster  a  rising  commerce ; 
but  these  things  are  only  done  in  countries  where  the  people  are  paralyzed  by 
despotic  power,  and  where  they  require  the  vivifying  and  electrical  touch  of  the 
government  to  rouse  them  to  an  exertion  which  is  not  their  natural  condition 
nor  their  habitual  practice.  [Cheers.]  In  this  country  every  man  is  alive, 
every  man  knows  best  how  to  employ  his  capital,  how  to  direct  his  genius, 
whatever  it  may  be ;  whatever  line  you  may  take,  whether  it  be  active  exertion 
in  distant  parts,  or  the  studious  labor  of  invention  at  home,  or  the  direction  of 
the  industry  of  thousands  of  our  manufacturing  workmen,  in  this  country  every 
man  knows  best  how  to  contribute  to  the  public  wealth  and  to  his  own  pros- 
perity  and  advantage,  and  all  that  the  government  has  to  do  is  to  leave  things 
alone,  to  throw  down  barriers  and  obstructions,  where  barriers  and  obstructions 
are  pressed,  and  to  give  that  freedom  to  industry  and  activity  to  commerce  by 
which  alone  the  general  welfare  of  the  country  can  be  advanced.  [Cheers.l 
Th&t  has  been  our  task,  and  I  think  we  have  performed  that  task  well  ana 
successfully  ;  and  if  anybody  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  back — which  few  men 
are  disposed  to  do,  because  they  are  tcjo  busy  looking  forward,  [**  hear,"  and 
cheers] — ^if  any  man  will  look  back  and  glance  at  the  immense  prbgress  which 
has  -taken  place  in  this  country  during  the  last  thirty  years,  he  will  be  astonished 
at  the  magnitude  of  the  improvements  which  have  been  made,  the  magnitude 
of  the  obstructions  which  have  been  thrown  aown,  the  magnitude  of  the  new 
doors  to  industry  which  have  been  opened,  and  the  progress  which  the  country 
has  made  in  national  wealth  and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
[Cheers.]  I  need  not,  indeed,  preach  these  doctrines  in  this  town,  because  here 
they  have  not  only  been  understood,  but  successfully  practiced.  It  is  not  in 
Tiverton,  where  a  most  thriving  and  durable  manufacture  has  been  so  long 
established,  that  I  need  debate  on  the  advantage  which  genius,  industry,  enter- 
prise, capital  properly  applied  and  adapted  with  skill,  produce,  not  only  to  the 
individual  who  directs  the  machine,  but  to  the  whole  community  who  are  in  any 
way.  connected  with  such  a  system.  [Cheers.]  The  noble  lord,  after  passing 
a  high  eulogium  on  his  lamented  colleague,  Mr.  Heathcote,  concluded  by  thank- 
ing the  guests  around  him  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  received  among 
his  kind  friends  in  Tiverton,  saying  that  these  periodical  visits  were  always 
marked  with  a  red  letter  in  his  diary.  The  noble  lord  resumed  his  seat  amid 
loud  and  prolonged  cheering,  and  the  party  soon  afterwards  separated. 
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Mr.  AdaiM  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  767.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  25,  1864. 
Sib  :  A  telegram  was  received  at  this  legation  yesterday,  at  one  o'clock  p. 
m.,  ]&om  the  consular  agent  at  Dover,  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Niagara,  on  her  way  to  Antwerp.    The  Georgia  had  been  taken  and  sent  as 
prioe  to  the  United  States.     The  crew  were  landed  at  Dover. 

This  event  has  made  some  sensation  here.    The  newspapers  express  opinions 
based  on  little  information,  and  prompted  by  their  respective  predilections  in  our 
struggle.     Should  any  official  indication  be  made  visible  in  the  Times  to-morrow 
morning  I  shall  send  a  copy  with  tho  despatch. 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Setaard  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1077.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  26,  1864, 

Sir  :  In  a  letter  to  this  department  of  the  12th  instant  Mr.  Wilson,  the  sec- 
retary of  legation  at  London,  gives  an  account  of  certain  proceedings  with  refer- 
ence to  the  late  insurgent  steamer  Georgia,  and  particularly  of  an  intimation 
given  to  the  Portuguese  minister,  at  London,  to  the  effect  that  the  Georgia, 
having  been  sold  in  a  neutral  port,  would  be  a  lawful  prize  to  a  United  States 
cruiser.  The  proceedings  referred  to  are  approved  by  the  department. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Circular.] 

No.  1078.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  principcd  military  events  of  which  information  has  been  received 
during  the  week  are  the  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  the  unsuccessful  attempts 
of  the  enemy  to  recover  possession  of  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  railroad.  The 
assaults  upon  our  forces  at  the  latter  point  were  made  with  energy,  almost  with 
desperation,  and  the  ensuing  battles  are  reported  to  have  been  as  sanguinary 
and  as  severely  contested  as  any  during  the  war.  The  final  repulse  of  the 
enemy,  however,  was  complete.  This  result  is  regarded  as  a  decided  advantage 
in  the  campaign. 

In  regard  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Morgan  the  mere  announcement  of  that 
important  success  in  the  Richmond  newspapers  is  the  only  information  that  has 
as  yet  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc.  • 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe,  mutatis  mutandis.] 
19  c  ♦ 
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Mr,  AdatiiM  to  Mr.  SetDord. 

No.  769.]  *  Lbgation  op  the  United  Statbs, 

London,  September  I,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  fix>m  the  depart- 
ment numbered  from  1066  to  1071,  inchisive. 

The  most  important  of  these  is  No.  1069,  of  the  15th  of  Angnst,  relating  to 
the  interference  of  Mr.  Lancaster  in  the  contest  between  the  Kearsaree  and  tlie 
Alabama.  I  most  admit  to  yon  that  I  have  not  as  yet  acted  upon  the  instrae- 
tions  contained  in  your  preceding  despatches  on  the  same  subject,  No.  1025  of 
the  8th  and  No.  1035  of  the  15th  of  July.  The  reason  is  this :  Whenever  I 
sat  down  to  draw  up  a  note  on  the  matter,  I  met  with  so  many  obstades  grow- 
ing out  of  the  misconception  of  the  actual  state  of  the  facts,  under  the  imperfeet 
information  you  had  received  at  the  time  of  writing,  that,  in  view  of  the  grave 
nature  of  the  responsibility  to  be  incurred,  I  decided  to  await  the  moment 
when  you  would  have  before  you  everything  that  could  be  supplied  to  form  a 
judgment,  including  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lancaster  to  Lord  Russell,  which  I  had 
sent  to  you  with  my  No.  755  of  the  29th  of  July.  It  is  only  at  this  moment 
that  your  latest  views,  formed  on  a  complete  survey  of  the  case,  have  reached 
me.  I  now  propose  to  draw  up  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  embodying  the  substance 
of  your  argument  as  embraced  in  the  respective  despatches,  disconnecting  it  as 
far  as  possible  from  the  various  errors  of  fact  which  were  intermingled  with  all 
the  early  representations  that  went  to  America.  Inasmuch  as  this  process  will 
require  some  care,  and  perhaps  repeated  consideration,  I  fear  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  get  a  copy  ready  to  send  in  time  for  the  present  steamer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc ,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  770.]  Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

London,  September  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  you  for  the  observations  contained 
in  your  respective  despatches.  No.  1063,  1068,  and  1070,  all  relating  to  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  country,  as  it  is  passing  through  the  vicissitudes  of  its  pre- 
sent great  trial. 

So  marvellous  has  been  the  steadfastness  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
in  thus  far  upholding  the  only  policy  which  can  insure  to  them  security  against 
a  recurrence  of  the  difficulties  in  which  they  found  themselves  involved  at  the 
.outset  of  this  administration,  that  it  would  be  occasion  of  profound  regret  if 
they  should  in  any  moment  of  discouragement  give  way  so  far  as  to  hazard 
the  great  results  for  which  they  are  contending.  I  cannot  disguise  from  my- 
self the  fact  that  their  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  are  counting  with 
great  eagerness  upon  the  possibility  of  such  an  issue.  From  this  distant  point 
of  view,  the  combnations  and  intrigues  to  bring  about  such  an  end  appear  per- 
haps with  more  clearness  than  they  do  at  home,  in  the  midst  of  the  popular 
agitation  and  bustle  of  the  war.  It  is  the  hope  of  attaining  it  which  nerves  the 
arm  of  the  enemy  to  resist  as  long  as  possible  at  Richmond,  Atlanta,  and  every- 
where else.  It  is  the  desire  of  seeine  it  that  stimulates  the  sympathizers  on  this 
side  of  the  ocean  to  promote  it  by  lul  the  aid,  direct  and  indirect,  which  can  be 
given  from'  here.  Conscious  on  all  sides  that  the  last  stake  in  the  game  is  now 
playing,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  demonstration  should  take  large 
proportions  and  a  formidable  appearance. 
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A  single  writar  who  addressed  a  letter  to  one  of  the  local  newspapers  in  this 
country,  which  casually  fell  under  my  eye,  gave  in  a  few  words  the  sense  of  a 
lai^  and  preyailing  class  all  over  Europe.  He  uttered  a  confident  hope  that 
the  great  snake  woold  he  cut  in  halves,  and  perhaps  afterwards  into  smaller 
pieces,  so  that  it  would  never  afterwards  he  dangerous. 

If  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  in  a  situation  to  &sten  their  attention 
apon  this  precise  vieV  of  the  case  as  closely  as  from  my  stand-point  I  am  ahle 
to  do,  I  think  there  would  be  little  chance  of  their  faihng  for  one  moment  to 
adhere  to  their  policy ;  the  malignant  wish  of  enemies  would  find  no  fulfilmait 
in  any  co-operative  act  of  theirs.  I  do  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  sup- 
pose such  a  thing  possible.  The  real  danger  to  which  they  appear  to  be  ex- 
posed is  that  of  failing  to  harmonize  on  secondary  questions  of  men  and  things 
to  a  degree  sufficient  to  break  the  fall  force  of  their  moral  power  at  a  moment 
when  it  should  be  most  effectually  exerted. 

If  I  do  not  greatly  misconceive  the  nature  of  the  various  indications  of  the 
popular  sentiment  as  they  now  come  from  America,  I  venture  to  express  the 
bebef  that  the  war  will  come  to  an  end  at  the  close  of  the  present  presidential 
term.  But  the  question  whether  it  will  terminate  with  the  acquisition  of  all  the 
objects  for  which  it  has  been  thus  far  waged  by  the  United  States,  or  with  the 
loss  of  these  objects  and  the  risk  of  renewal  at  a  future  day,  must  be  decided 
by  the  voluntary  act  of  the  people  before  that  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yOur  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  ^,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adam9  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  772.]  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

London,  September  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  Ib  connexion  with  my  despatch  No.  760,  of  the  18th  of  August,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Lord  Russell  to  me  of  the  24th  of  that 
month  relative  to  the  landing  of  a  cargo  of  negroes  in  Cuba. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Earl  RusseU  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  August  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  enclosing  an  extract  of  a  despatch  from  the  vice  consul  general  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Havana  relative  to  the  landing  of  a  cargo  of  1,200  ne- 
groes in  Cuba,  and  I  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for  your  communication,  as  well  as 
for  the  assurance  contained  in  your  letter  that  you  will  make  the  necessary 
application  to  your  government  in  order  to  ascertain  their  intentions  in  regard 
to  sending  vessels  to  cruise  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  higbest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  8;c.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  773.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  note  to  me  from  Mr.  Graham, 
the  consul  at  Gape  Town,  of  the  20th  of  July,  reporting  the  {acta  connected 
with  the  non-restoration  of  the  Tuscaloosa  to  her  rightM  owners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHARLE8  FRANGI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward^  Sfc,,  4^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Graham  to  Mr,  Adams, 

United  States  Gonsulatb, 
Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  July  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  May  9,  containing  three  enclosures,  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

On  the  18th  of  June  I  sent  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  this  colony,  then  aad 
now  at  Graham's  Town,  600  miles  distant,  informing  him  that  I  had  received 
documentary  evidence  of  ownership  of  the  Tuscaloosa  from  the  Atlantic  Insur- 
ance Company,  New  York,  and  a  power  of  attorney  to  act  for  the  company, 
and  was  prepared  to  take  over  tue  vessel  in  their  behalf.  I  also  inquired 
whether  I  should  transmit  the  papers  to  him  or  submit  theni  to  the  inspection 
of  some  one  here  delegated  by  nim  to  examine  and  report  upon  them. 

On  the  30th  of  June  I  received  from  his  excellency  a  communication  reply- 
ing that  it  rested  with  me  which  alternative  to  choose ;  but  that  if  I  had  any 
further  *'  representation''  to  make  on  the  subject-matter  of  my  despatch,  I  might 
send  the  documents  to  the  colonial  office  in  Cape  Town  to  be  copied,  and  the 
copies  to  be  transmitted  to  him. 

On  July  1  I  sent  the  documents  as  required,  accompanying  them  with  the 
remark  that  I  had  no  further  representation  to  make  in  regard  to  the  Tusca- 
loosa; that  I  still  adhered  to  the  claims  advanced  by  me  in  my  correspondence 
with  his  excellency  last  August ;  that  as  I  had  been  informed  by  him,  last  De- 
cember, that  the  Tuscaloosa  was  held  subject  to  her  American  owner's  order, 
and  as  I  had  received  no  official  notification  that  the  then  decision  of  her  Majes- 
ty's government  had  been  receded  from,  I  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any 
**  further"  representation. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  received  another  letter  from  his  excellency,  replying 
that,  on  account  of  the  great  publicity  given  to  the  case  of  the  Tuscaloosa  by 
the  debates  in  Parliament,  he  nad  lost  sight  of  the  necessity  of  acquainting  me 
officially  that  lier  Majesty's  government  had  directed  the  restoration  of  the  ves- 
sel "  to  the  officers  of  the  confederate  navy,"  but  that,  as  I  had  no  doubt  been 
fully  informed  by  the  officers  of  my  own  government,  he  hoped  that  no  serious 
inconvenience  had  arisen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GRAHAM,  U,  S,  Consul, 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams, 

U,  S,  Minister,  London, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  774.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  1050,  of  the  391h 
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of 'July,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell,  on  the  19  th  of  Angast,  on  the 
case  of  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida,  at  Bermuda.     Copies  of  this  and  of  his 
lordship's  acknowledgment  on  the  22d  are  herewith  transmitted. 
1  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  ohedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewabd,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


M*,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  19,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  lordship  to  the  ahuse  made  of  the  neutrality  of  the  island 
of  Bermuda  by  the  vessels  under  the  direction  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United 
States,  in  making  it  a  base  for  hostile  operations  against  the  commerce  of  a 
friendly  nation.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy  of 
an  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Allen,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  place, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  which  he  makes  certain  statements  respecting  the 
reception  there  of  the  gunboat  known  under  the  name  of  the  Florida,  and  her 
subsequent  proceedings,  which  appear  to  be  directly  in  violation  of  the  regula- 
tions heretofore  laid  down  by  her  Majesty's  government.  I  beg  permission  to 
remind  your  lordship  of  the  remonstrances  which  were  promptly  made  a  short 
time  smce,  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  for  proceedings 
of  a  far  less  exceptionable  character. 

Not  doubting  toe  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  fuU  justice 
in  the  premises,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
Servant 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Sfc„  Sfc„  ifc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th 
instant  and  its  enclosure  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Florida,  at  Bermuda, 
and  to  inform  you  that  this  matter  shall  have  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

^  [Circular.] 

No.  1080.]  Department  of  State, 

'  Washington,  Septtmher  5,  1864. 

Sir:  The  past  week  has  been  marked  by  important  military  successes. 
Betailed  information  in  regard  to  the  surrender  of  Fort  Morgan  nas  been  ro- 
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eeived.  Six  hundred  prisoners  and  sixty  g^na  were  taken.  The  entrances  to 
Mobile  bay  are  now  in  onr  possession,  rendering  the  blockade  effective  with  a 
/less  number  of  vessels  than  heretofore,  and  enabling  the  naval  to  co-operate 
with  the  land  forces  in  any  attack  upon  the  city  itsefil 

Atlanta  has  succumbed.  On  the  1st  instant,  General  Sherman  made  a  suc- 
cessful attack  upon  the  enemy's  principal  line  of  communication.  yi&;orous 
efforts  were  made  to  regain  it.  A  severe  and  general  engagement  followed, 
resulting  successfully  to  our  arms.  The  victorious  army  now  holds  the  dty, 
and  the  enemy,  weakened  by  heavy  losses,  is  reported  to  be  retreating  south- 
ward. As  a  centre  of  railroad  communications,  and  a  depot  of  arms,  manufac- 
tures, and  supplies,  Atlanta  was  a  point  which  the  insurgents  have  deemed  it 
essentially  important  to  hold,  and  the  advantages  accruing  from  its  capture  are 
very  great. 

The  force  which  has  been  so  long  menacing  an  invasion  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  from  the  Shenandoah  valley,  having  been  confronted  and  checked 
by  General  Sheridan,  is  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Richmond.  General 
Sheridan's  force  is  in  pursuit,  and  some  captures  of  prisoners,  wagons,  and  sup- 
plies have  already  been  made. 

The  enlistments  under  the  recent  call  are  going  on,  not  only  satisfactorily 
but  with  constantly  increasing  rapidity,  and  the  re-enforcements  thus  gained  are 
daily  adding  to  the  effective  strength  of  the  armies  in  the  field. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  dc. 
[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  777.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  profound  quiet  usually  prevailing  at  this  season  of  the  year  in 
London  has  been  a  little  stirred,  in  the  city  at  least,  by  the  accounts  received 
from  the  United  States  of  an  impending  pacification.  On  the  one  hand,  some- 
thing of  a  panic  was  created  by  tne  fears  of  a  drain  of  bullion  for  the  payment 
of  the  cotton  fancied  to  be  almost  ready  to  come  forth  from  the  slaveholding 
States.  On  the  other,  the  vested  interests  in  the  great  quantities  of  the  staplb 
already  procured  at  high  rates  from  the  rest  of  the  world  were  imagined  to  be 
endangered.  The  price  has  declined  a  penny  this  week.  The  state  of  the 
money  market  is  likewise  anomalous,  and  appears  to  defeat  all  calculations. 

It  is  generally  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  change  in  the  administration  which 
will  leaa  to  the  ultimate  division  of  the  United  States.  The  public  attention 
has  never  been  more  fixed  on  the  course  of  events  there  than  at  this  moment 
Every  idea  of  interference  of  any  kind  is,  however,  abandoned.  The  rebels 
concentrate  their  efforts  in  purchasing  and  fitting  out  fast  vessels  to  run  the 
blockade,  perhaps  to  serve  idso  as  privateers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLgS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Spc,,  Sft,,  Sfc, 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  779.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

LoTidonf  September  S,  1864. 

SiE:  I  now  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  cony  of  a  note  to  Lord  BuBsell,  of 
the  6th  instant,  of  the  preparation  of  which  I  have  already  informed  yon  in 
my  despatch  of  last  weet,  No.  769,.of  the  1st  instant.  In  it  I  have  endeavored 
to  emhrace  all  the  principal  points  contained  in  your  several  despatches.  No. 
1025,  of  the  8th.  No.  1035,  of  the  15th  of  July,  and  No.  1069,  of  the  15th  of 
August,  with  the  exception  of  such  as  appeared  to  rest  on  information  not  suf- 
ficiently authenticated  at  the  time  of  writing.  In  regard  to  the  facts,  I  have 
received  some  additional  aid  from  an  opportunity  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse, 
the  consul  here,  to  examine  and  to  weigh  the  evidence  contained  in  several 
depositions  lately  taken  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sft. 


Mr.  Adam  to  Earl  RusiHl. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  6,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  hitherto  delayed  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the 
several  notes  I  hav^had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  lordship  of  the  27th 
June,  the  8th  and  26th  of  July,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  21st  of  June,  on  the 
subject  of  the  interference  of  the  owner  of  the  yacht  Deerhound,  from  a  desire 
that  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  should  be  enabled, 
before  instructing  me  to  act,  to  gain  as  complete  information  of  the  facts  in 
the  case  as  possible.  It  is  not  until  very  lately  that  I  have  been  placed  in  Ml 
possession  of  its  views,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  evidence  connected  with 
that  transaction.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  submit  the  substance  of  them  to  your 
lordship's  consideration. 

To  the  better  understanding  of  the  ca^e,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  re- 
call your  attention  to  the  position  heretofore  taken  by  my  government  in  regard 
to  the  vessel  originally  known  as  the  gunboat  No.  290,  and  latterly  the  Ala- 
bama. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  construction,  outfit,  armament,  manning,  and 
navigation  of  that  vessel  are  too  well  known  and  have  been  too  fully  exposed 
in  the  correspondence  which  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  conduct  with 
your  lordship  to  need  to  be  further  dwelt  upon. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that,  in  view  of  all  these,  my  government  adheres  to 
its  previous  declarations,  and  does  not  recognize  the  Alabama  as  a  ship-of-war 
of  a  lawful  belligerent  power. 

In  connexion  with  this  point,  and  to  guard  against  injurious  inferences,  it  is 

S roper  for  me  to  add  that  the  proceeding  of  Captain  Winslow,  in  paroling  and 
ischarging  the  men  who  fell  into  his  hands,  has  been  formally  disapprove. 
Your  lordship  will  now  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement 
made  by  me  in  my  former  note.  It  was  in  substance  this :  That  whilst  engaged 
in  a  sucdessful  effort  to  destroy  this  piratical  vessel,  and  to  capture  her  crew, 
the  owner  of  a  British  vessel  belonging  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Association,  being 
a  spectator,  so  faa  interposed  his  aid  as  to  effect  the  escape  of  certain  members 
of  the  crew  well  known  to  be  the  chief  agents  in  the  navigation  of  that  vessel, 
and  most  bitter  enemies  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
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I  regret  to  be  compelled,  after  a  sunrey  of  all  the  evidence  since  produced, 
to  repeat  this  allegation,  and  to  superadd  another  which  appears  still  more 
grave,  to  wit,  that  this  was  done  by  him  in  connivance  with  the  very  officer  and 
boat's  crew  of  the  Alabama  who  had  first  been  sent  to  the  commander  of  the 
Kearsarge,  for  the  purpose  of  surrendering  them  all  as  prisoners  of  war.  Neither 
does  it  relieve  this  transaction  of  any  of  its  gravity  to  know  that  the  officer 
commanding^  that  boat  was  a  British  subject. 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  to  remark,  in  your  note  of  the  27th  of  June,  con- 
cerning the  act  of  tne  owner  of  the  Deerhound,  that  he  appears  to  have  p^- 
formed  only  a  common  duty  of  humanity  in  saving  from  the  waves  the  captain 
and  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  who  would  otherwise  have  been 
drowned,  and  thus  would  never  have  been  in  the  situation  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Unfortunately  for  this  hypothesis,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  owner  of  the 
Deerhound  did  rescue  the  principal  persons  from  drowning,  l^he  only  indi- 
vidual whose  safety  he  appears  to  have  taken  pains  to  secure  was  Captaia 
Semmes.  The  evidence  seems  to  show  that  much  the  greater  proportion  were 
rescued  by  the  commanders  and  the  crews  of  the  enemy's  three  boats,  the  prin- 
cipal one  of  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Kearsarge  to  make  a  surrender  and  to 
asK  for  aid  to  rescue  them.  It  further  appears  that  after  authority  had  been 
given  to  perform  this  common  duty  of  humanity,  great  efforts  were  made  to 
select  the  chief  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  transfer  them,  not,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  obh'gation  originally  incurred,  to  the  Kearsarge,  but  to  the 
hands  of  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound,  another  British  subject,  who  had  like- 
wise been  asked  to  assist,  but  who,  instead  of  laboring  further  in  the  cause  of 
humanity,  hastened  at  once,  on  the  reception  of  these  obnoxious  persons,  pay- 
ing no  further  regard  to  the  large  number  of  hie  own  countrymen  still  left 
struggling  with  the  waves,  to  place  them  where  he  believed  they  would  be  be- 
yondthe  reach  of  recovery  by  the  victor. 

But  I  must  pray  permission  *to  go  further,  and  to  question  your  lordship's 
proposition  that  a  third  party,  professing  to  be  neutral,  performs  a  common  duty 
of  humanity  in  interposing  in  a  struggle  between  combatants  to  save  those  only 
on  one  side.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  as  he  may  be  successful,  he  appears  to 
make  himself  a  party  to  a  continuance  of  strife  and  bloodshed.  The  men  en- 
caged in  the  Alabama  were  all  acting  in  deadly  hostility  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  were  either  prisoners  or  desperately  pursued  by  the  Kearsarge. 
If  they  had  perished,  the.latter  would  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  lawful  destruc- 
tion of  so  many  enemies.  If  they  had  been  rescued  by  the  Kearsarge,  with  or 
without  the  aid  of  the  Deerhound,  then  the  surrender  of  those  persons,  already 
made,  would  have  been  perfected,  and  they  would  have  been  prisoners.  In 
neither  case  would  they  have  remained  hostile  combatants.  The  Deerhound,  by 
conniving  at  the  escape  of  these  men,  and  furnishing  the  necessary  means  to  it 
by  carrying  them  within  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  deprived  the  United  States  to  a 
corresponding  extent  of  the  fruits  of  a  long  and  costly  pursuit  and  successful 
battle. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  it  is  any  part  of  the  duty  of  a  neutral  to  assist  in 
making  captures  for  a  belligerent.  It  is,  nevertheless,  as  confidently  affirmed 
that,  instead  of  neutrality,  it  is  direct  hostility  for  a  neutral  to  interpose  in  a  battle 
so  far  as  to  rescue  men  of  one  side,  who  have  been  driven  to  surrender,  and 
then  convey  them  away  surreptitiously  from  under  the  guns  of  the  victor,  there- 
after to  resume  their  hostility  just  as  if  they  never  had  been  overcome. 

The  irritation  naturally  created  by  such  a  proceeding  in  any  case  is  much 
more  aggravated  when  it  comes  to  be  considered  that  this  vessel  was  buflt, 
armed,  manned,  and  equipped  in  the  ports  of  a  neutral  country,  to  which  the 
Deerhound  itself  belongs ;  that  her  departure  and  subsequent  depredations  were 
the  consequence  of  a  failure  to  perform  a  recognized  duty  of  prevention,  and 
that  the  harboring  of  these  persons  after  a  rescue  so  made  is  only  likely  to  termi- 
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nate  in  efforts  to  renew  these  offensive  acts  from  the  same  country  in  which  the 
wrong  was  first  committed. 

In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  communicate 
to  your  lordship  the  expression  of  the  President's  surprise  that  her  Majesty's 
government  does  not  find  in  the  proceedings  of  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound 
cause  of  severe  censure  or  regret.    And  this  is  the  more  sensibly  felt,  that  that 

Serson  has  not  hesitated  to  avow  in  his  own  letter  that  he  was  actuated  by  a 
esire  to  withdraw  these  enemies  of  the  United  States  from  the  power  of  their 
conquering  vessel. 

I  am,  however,  directed  to  say  that  my  government  does  not  for  a  moment 
believe  that  any  of  the  proceedings  referred  to,  whether  relating  to  the  chief 
wrong-doer  commanding  the  hostile  vessel,  to  the  yacht  Deerhound,  or  to  those 
British  subjects  who  have  not  scrupled  either  publicly  to  declare  their  sympathy 
with  or  privately  to  aid  and  abet  the  violators  of  her  Majesty's  neutrality,  are 
viewed  with  any  other  sentiments  than  those  of  regret  and  disapproval  by  the 
members  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

Nevertheless,  it  appears  to  be  a  solemn  obligation  of  my  government,  in  view 
of  all  the  grave  consequences  of  such  a  proceeding,  to  sum  up  the  conclusions 
to  which,  from  a  full  consideration  of  the  facts,  it  has  now  arrived : 

1.  The  incidents  as  heretofore  explained  confirm  the  soundness  of  the  opinion 
previously  insisted  upon  that  the  Alabama  is  justly  to  be  regarded  as  to  have 
attained  at  no  point  of  time  any  other  national  character  than  that  which  may 
have  attached  to  it  from  its  construction,  outfit,  equipment,  armament,  and  man- 
ning by  British  subjects  out  of  British  ports. 

2.  That  the  persons  who  escaped  from  this  vessel  thus  fitted  out  by  British 
subjects  encaged  in  making  unlawful  war  against  the  United  States,  after  volun- 
tary surrender  as  prisoners  of  war,  by  reason  of  the  unlawful  intervention  of  the 
commander  of  the  British  yacht  Deerhound,  and  the  conveyance  of  them  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  United  States. 

3.  That  the  continuance  of  these  persons  to  receive  from  any  British  authori- 
ties or  subjects  pecuniary  assistance  or  supplies,  or  the  regular  payment  of 
wages,  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  carrying  on  hostile  operations  from 
this  kingdom  as  a  base,  is  a  grievance  against  which  it  is  my  duty  to  remonstrate, 
and  for  which  to  ask  a  remedy  in  their  conviction  and  punishment. 

4.  The  occasion  has  been  thought  to  warrant  a  direction  to  me  to  ask  with 
earnestness  of  her  Majesty's  government  that  it  should  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  effective  to  prevent  the  preparation,  equipment,  and  outfit  of  any  further 
naval  expedition  from  British  shores  to  make  war  against  the  United  States. 

In  making  these  representations  I  am  instructed  to  assure  your  lordship  that 
the  President  is  far  from  seeking  causes  of  offence  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
But  he  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  belligerent  rights  of  the 
United  States  on  the  high  seas  as  they  are  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations 
against  all  lawless  combinations  and  resistance.  He  therefore  trusts  that  her 
Majesty's  government  will  consider  the  subject  in  a  just  and  candid  spirit,  and 
himself  as  asking  frx>m  it  in  this  case  only  what,  if  the  situation  of  the  parties 
were  reversed,  would  have  been  conceded  to  any  similar  request  based  on  equally 
cogent  considerations. 

I  pray  vour  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
servant 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Rcssbll,  Sfc.,  !fc.,  tfc. 
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Mr,  Ai^fM  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  780.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London^  September  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received- fix>m  Lord  Biu- 
sell  last  evening  on  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  Georgia.     I  likewise  append 
A  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^.,  ^.,  ^c. 


[EncloflUFcs.] 


1.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  September  6,  1864. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  September  8,  1864. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  September  6,  1864. 

Sir.-  You  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  steamer 
Ckorgia  has  been  seized  on  the  high  seas  by  the  United  States  steamer  Niagam, 
and  sent,  as  it  is  alleged,  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  to  the  port  of  Boston. 

I  do  not  propose,  at  present  at  least,  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  you 
on  the  subject  of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  commander  of  the  Niagara, 
but  I  consider  it  necessary  to  request  that  you  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
acquainting  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment of  course  expects  that  a  vessel  seized  under  the  British  flap,  and  claimed 
by  British  owners,  will  be  brought,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  adjudi- 
cation into  the  proper  prize  court,  in  which  the  claim  of  one  of  her  Majesty's 
subjects  will  be  tried  according  to  those  recognized  principles  of  intematioBal 
law  which  govern  the  relations  of  the  belligerent  toward  the  neutral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Auams,  Esq.,  4^.,  8fc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  8,  1864. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  lordship's 
DOte  of  the  6th  instant  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Greorgia. 
Although  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  strongest  disposition  already 
exists  on  the  part  of  my  government  to  facilitate  the  necessary  proceedings 
before  the  proper  judicial  tribunals  whereby  to  determine  the  validity  of  that 
capture,  according  to  the  recognized  principles  of  international  law,  I  shall 
nevertheless  take  pleasure  in  at  once  transmitting  a  copy  of  your  note  ex- 
pressing the  wishes  of  her  Majesty's  government  for  their  consideration. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considenitk»i« 
with  which  I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obe£ent  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  8fc.,  8fc.,  Sfc, 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  781.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Landan$  September  9,  1864. 
Sib  :  In  connexion  with  my  despatch  No.  774,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Kustsell's  replj  to  my  note  to  him  of  the  19th 
of  last  month,  remonstrating  against  the  coarse  of  the  authorities  at  Bermuda 
in  relation  to  the  steamer  Florida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4^*>  4^- 


\ 

Earl  Ru$$M  to  Mr.  Admrns, 

Foreign  Office,  September  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  respecting  the  proceedings  of 
the  Florida  at  Bermuda,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's 
government  have  received  reports  on  the  same  subject  from  her  Majesty's 
colonial  and  naval  authorities,  and  that,  after  due  consideration  of  the  same, 
they  are  of  opinion  that,  although  some  disposition  was  manifested  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  Florida  to  evade  the  stringency  of  her  Majesty's  regulations,  the 
most  commendable  strictness  and  diligence  in  enforcing  those  regulations  was 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  and  that'  no  substantial  deviation,  either 
from  the  letter  or  firom  the  spirit  of  those  regulations,  was  permitted  to  or  did 
lake  place. 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  con- 
sider that  the  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  on  the  occasion 
in  question,  was  perfectly  proper. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^r.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1086.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  An  absence  of  two  weeks  from  the  capital  has  delayed  this  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  receipt  ef  your  despatch  of  the  25th  of  August,  No.  766. 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  remarks  upon  the  sectarian  riots  at 
Bdfast.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  pariiamentary  orators,  who  seek  to  excite  a 
national  controversy  with  us  on  the  ffround  of  Irish  emigration,  might  profitably 
study  the  ecclesiastical  system  of  their  own  country.  Keligion  is  a  concern  of 
deep  interest  for  all  the  people  of  every  nation,  and  for  a  very  large  proportion 
of  every  people  it  has  an  interest  paramount  even  to  the  a£Burs  of  civil  govern- 
ment. Fix>m  Turkey  quite  round  the  world  to  Japan»  including  all  the  Euro- 
peflcn  states  and  all  Ainerican  countries,  except  the  United  States,  spiritual  con- 
troversies are  a  permanent  fountain  of  political  and  even  revolutionarT  conflicts. 
The  reformers  of  Great  Britain  dwell  much  upon  what  they  regard  as  defects 
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of  their  political  sjstem,  but  I  do  not  believe  any  political  amendment  what- 
ever will  avail  to  arrest  the  depopulation  of  Ireland.  Nothing,  I  think,  can  do 
that  but  an  adoption  of  our  own  great  principle  of  an  absolute  divorce  between 
the  church  ana  the  state.  It  is  not  true  that,  a«  is  so  often  asserted,  the  Irish 
religious  sectarians  are  as  discontented  and  contentious  after  they  arrive  in 
America  as  they  were  in  their  native  country.  Some  few  of  them,  indeed,  re- 
tain a  disputatious  character  for  a  time,  but,  speaking  in  a  practical  sense,  the 
great  mass  are  speedily  absorbed  and  become  a  loyal  and  effective  portion  of 
the  American  people. 

I  have  read  Ix)rd  Palmerston's  speech  to  his  constituents  at  Tiverton,  and 
have  noticed  with  regret  that  he  thought  proper  to  defer  so  much  to  the  enemies 
of  the  United  States  as  to  express  an  expectation  of  a  time  when  foreign  in- 
fluence may  be  exercised  to  reconcile  us  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  I  think 
I  can  perceive  that  his  opinions  are  based  upon  the  interested  reports  of  some 
of  his  countrymen,  who,  being  domiciled  among  us,  work  indefatigably  in  the 
supposed  interest  of  the  governing  class  in  Great  Britain.  It  does  not  surprise 
me  that  these  persons  are  deceived  by  the  intemperate  demonstrations  of  factions 
here,  which  allow  their  partisan  zeal  to  carry  them  into  disloyal  courses.  But 
that  a  statesman  so  astute  and  having  so  much  experience  as  Lord  Palmerston 
should  suffer  himself  to  fall  into  the  error  I  have  mentioned  does  surprise 
me,  and  I  can  account  for  it  upon  no  other  ground  than  that,  like  most  Euro- 
pean politicians,  he  has  not  allowed  himself  to  become  personally  acquainted 
with  our  country  and  with  the  American  people.  Certainly  I  do  not  expect  the 
British  nation  in  any  case  to  receive,  much  less  to  invite,  American  advice  con- 
cerning its  political  affairs.  Under  no  circumstances  could  I  be  induced  to  in- 
trude advice  upon  them ;  yet  a  contingency  in  which  foreign  advice  shall  be 
accepted  by  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  judgment,  just  as  probable  as  the  specula- 
tions concerning  American  affairs  are  with  which  Lord  Palmerston  favored  his 
reverential  audience  at  Tiverton.  Great  Britain  has,  during  my  connexion  with 
this  government,  been  successively  represented  by  three  sagacious  ministers — 
Sir  John  F.  Crampton,  Lord  Napier,  and  Lord  Lyons.  I  do  not  know  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  but  I  vehemently  doubt  whether  either  of  them  would 
represent  the  American  people  to  his  government  as  likely  in  any  case  to  accept 
foreign  intervention,  or  in  any  event  to  submit  to  a  subversion  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  785.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to 
Lord  Russell,  occasioned  by  the  escape  of  tliree  deserters  from  the  United  States 
steamer  Iroquois,  in  the  manner  explained  by  the  accompanying  papers. 

From  the  absence  of  all  treaty  stipulations  upon  the  subject,  it  is  very  dear 
that  no  claim  of  restitution  can  be  made  in  these  cases.  In  default  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  international  comity  on  such  occasions,  it  is  plain  that  a  neglect  to 
practice  it  on  one  side  must  lead  to  the  same  dieposition  on  the  other.  The 
matter  has  heretofore  been  brought  forward  so  fully  by  some  of  my  predeces- 
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BorSy  in  the  oroposale  made  here  to  negotiate  a  treaty  on  kindred  qaestions,  and 
has  met  with  so  little  success,  that  I  have  little  hope  of  arriving  at  a  good  under- 
standing in  regard  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington,  D,  C. 


[EncIoBilres.] 

1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  September  16,  1864. 

2.  Commander  Rogers  to  Mr.  Adams,  September  14,  1864. 

3.  Lieutenant  McOormick  to  Commander  Rogers,  September  14,  1864 


Mr,  Adams  to  Lord  RusssU. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  your  con- 
sideration the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Iroquois,  giving  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  three  seamen  belonging  to  that  vessel,  and  escaping  from  it  at  Dover, 
who  had  been  arrested  and  reclaimed,  were  finally  discharged  by  order  of  the 
Authorities  of  that  place.  '  ' 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  the  absence  of  any  treaty  stipulations  on 
the  subject  between  the  two  nations,  no  means  of  recovery  of  deserting  seamen 
from  their  respective  ships-of-war  exist  beyond  those  furnished  by  the  comity 
reciprocally  exercised  by  the  one  towards  the  other.  All  endeavors  made  to 
place  this  matter  on  a  more  satisfactoiy  footing  appear  to  have  proved  thus  far 
unsuccessful.  But  I  cannot  disguise  from  your  lordship  mv  apprehension  that 
the  unfortunate  occurrence  which  has  just  taken  place  will  have  a  tendency  to 
make  the  difficulties  now  existing  for  the  want  of  some  understanding  still  more 
serious.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  her  Majesty's  ships,  when  visitine 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  will  not  be  subjected  to  similar  hazards.  And 
if  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  men  by  desertion,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  obliga- 
tions to  return  them  will  be  regarded  as  little  more  valid  in  any  future  case  on 
that  side,  than  it  has  proved  in  the  present  one.  The  injury  to  discipline  in 
both  services  must  be  in  the  end  much  the  BBine,  These  are  considerations  so 
obviously  afiecting  the  interests  of  the  two  nations  alike  that  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  some  means  may  be  devised  by  which  to  put  a  seasonable  stop  to  what 
may  otherwise  prove  a  grave  cause  of  irritation  on  both  sides. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  apprise  your  lordship  that  I  have  ventured  to  make  this 
early  representation  purely  on  my  own  authority,  and  in  advance  of  any  sug- 
gestions from  my  government.    Meanwhile,  I  shall  take  the  proper  measures  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  papers  for  its  consideration. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS 

Bight  Hon.  Eael  Russell,  ^.,  ifc„  Sfc. 
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of  tbeir  political  system,  but  I  do"  not  believe  any  political  amendment  wbat- 
ever  will  avail  to  airest  the  depopulation  of  Ireland.  Nothing,  I  think,  can  do 
that  but  an  adoption  of  our  own  great  principle  of  an  absolute  divorce  between 
the  church  ana  the  state.  It  is  not  true  that,  as  is  so  often  asserted,  the  Irish 
religious  sectarians  arc  as  discontented  and  contentious  after  they  arrive  in 
America  as  they  were  in  their  native  country.  Some  few  of  them,  indeed,  re- 
tain a  disputatious  character  for  a  time,  but,  speaking  in  a  practical  sense,  the 
great  mass  are  speedily  absorbed  and  become  a  loyal  and  effective  portion  of 
the  American  people. 

I  have  read  Lord  Palmerston's  speech  to  his  constituents  at  Tiverton,  and 
have  noticed  with  regi  et  that  he  thought  proper  to  defer  so  much  to  the  enemies 
of  the  United  States  as  to  express  an  expectation  of  a  time  when  foreign  in- 
fluence may  be  exercised  to  reconcile  us  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  I  think 
I  can  perceive  that  his  opinions  are  based  upon  the  interested  reports  of  some 
of  his  countrymen,  who,  being  domiciled  among  us,  work  indefatigably  in  the 
supposed  interest  of  the  governing  class  in  Great  Britain.  It  does  not  surprise 
me  that  these  persons  are  deceived  by  the  intemperate  demonstrations  of  factions 
here,  which  allow  their  partisan  zed  to  carry  them  into  disloyal  courses.  But 
that  a  statesman  so  astute  and  having  so  much  experience  as  Lord  Palmerston 
should  suffer  himself  to  fall  into  the  error  I  have  mentioned  does  surprise 
me,  and  I  can  account  for  it  upon  no  other  ground  than  that,  like  most  Euro- 
pean politicians,  he  has  not  allowed  himself  to  become  personally  acquainted 
with  our  country  and  with  the  American  people.  Certainly  I  do  not  expect  the 
British  nation  in  any  case  to  receive,  much  less  to  invite,  American  advice  con- 
cerning its  political  affairs.  Under  no  circumstances  could  I  be  induced  to  in- 
trude advice  upon  them ;  yet  a  contingency  in  which  foreign  advice  shall  be 
accepted  by  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  judgment,  just  as  probable  as  the  specula- 
tions concerning  American  affairs  are  with  which  Lord  Palmerston  favored  his 
reverential  audience  at  Tiverton.  Great  Britain  has,  during  my  connexion  with 
this  government,  been  successively  represented  by  three  sagacious  ministers — 
Sir  John  F.  Grampton,  Lord  Napier,  and  Lord  Lyons.  I  do  not  know  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  but  I  vehemently  doubt  whether  either  of  them  would 
represent  the  American  people  to  his  government  as  likely  in  any  case  to  accept 
foreign  intervention,  or  in  any  event  to  submit  to  a  subversion  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Scxcard. 


No.  785.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to 
Lord  Russell,  occasioned  by  the  escape  of  three  deserters  from  the  United  States 
steamer  Iroquois,  in  the  manner  explained  by  the  accompanying  papers. 

From  the  absence  of  all  treaty  stipulations  upon  the  subject,  it  is  very  dear 
that  no  claim  of  restitution  can  be  made  in  these  cases.  In  default  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  international  comity  on  such  occasions,  it  is  plain  that  a  neglect  to 
practice  it  on  one  side  must  lead  to  the  same  disposition  on  the  other.  The 
matter  has  heretofore  been  brought  forward  so  fully  by  some  of  my  predeces- 
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BorSy  in  the  oroposals  made  here  to  negotiate  a  treaty  on  kindred  questions,  and 
has  met  witn  so  little  saccess,  that  I  have  little  hope  of  arriving  at  a  good  under- 
standing in  regard  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  seryant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAHS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D,  C. 


[EncIoBilres.] 

1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  September  16,  1864. 

2.  Commander  Rogers  to  Mr.  Adams,  September  14,  1864. 

3.  Lieutenant  McGormick  to  Commander  Rogers,  September  14,  1864 


Jfr.  Adawu  to  Lord  Ru$$M, 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  your  con- 
sideration the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  receired  i^m  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Iroquois,  givirig  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  three  seamen  belonging  to  that  vessel,  and  escaping  from  it  at  Dover, 
who  had  been  arrested  and  reclaimed,  were  finally  discharged  by  order  of  the 
Authorities  of  that  place.  '  ' 

I  am  fhlly  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  the  absence  of  any  treaty  stipulations  on 
the  subject  between  the  two  nations,  no  means  of  recovery  of  deserting  seamen 
from  their  respective  ships-of-war  exist  beyond  those  furnished  by  the  comity 
reciprocally  exercised  by  the  one  towards  the  other.  All  endeavors  made  to 
place  this  matter  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing  appear  to  have  proved  thus  far 
unsuccessful.  But  I  cannot  disguise  from  your  lordship  my  apprehension  that 
the  unfortunate  occurrence  which  has  just  taken  place  will  have  a  tendency  to 
make  the  difficulties  now  existing  for  the  want  of  some  understanding  still  more 
serious.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  her  Majesty's  ships,  when  visitine 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  will  not  be  subjected  to  similar  hazards.  And 
if  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  men  by  desertion,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  obliga- 
tions to  return  them  will  be  regarded  as  little  more  valid  in  any  future  case  on 
that  side,  than  it  has  proved  in  the  present  one.  The  injury  to  discipline  in 
both  services  must  be  in  the  end  much  the  satie.  These  are  considerations  so 
obviously  afiecting  the  interests  of  the  two  nations  alike  that  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  some  means  may  be  devised  by  which  to  put  a  seasonable  stop  to  what 
may  otherwise  prove  a  grave  cause  of  irritation  on  both  sides. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  apprise  your  lordship  that  I  have  ventured  to  make  this 
early  representation  purely  on  my  own  authority,  and  in  advance  of  any  sug- 
gestions from  my  government.    Meanwhile,  I  sliisdl  take  the  proper  measures  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  papers  for  its  consideration. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 
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Commmrndtr  R$gtn  to  Mr,  Adsmkt* 

United  States  Stbambb  Iroqdois, 

Downs,  England,  September  14,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  would  most  respectfully  call  jour  attention  to  the  following  oocar- 
rence: 

Two  hours  before  dayL'ght  yesterday  morning,  while  we  were  coaling  ship 
from  a  brig  alongside,  two  of  our  boats  were  of  necessity  lying  astern,  with 
boat-keepers  in  them.  When  the  watch  was  relieved,  three  of  those  boat-keep- 
ers, being  in  one  boat,  pretended  to  break  adrift,  and  were  rapidly  carried  out  of 
sight  by  the  current.    Their  departure  was  instantly  reported,  and  they  were 

SrompUy  pursued.  The  boat  in  pursuit,  supposing  that  their  separation  firom 
lie  ship  was  involuntary,  steered  in  the  direction  in  which  the  tide  was  setting, 
but  the  deserters,  as  soon  as  they  were  lost  to  sight  in  the  darkness,  paddled 
their  boat  across  the  current  to  the  shore,  very  near  to  which  we  were  anchored, 
and  effected  their  escape. 

I  immediately  sent  to  our  consular  agent  on  shore,  who  placed  the  police  upon 
their  track,  and  their  arrest  was  accomplished  during  the  day,  at  some  distance 
from  Dover. 

In  the  afternoon  the  weather  became  stormy,  and  I  was  admonished  by  the 
pilot  that  our  anchorage  was  insecure,  and  was  advised  to  seek  shelter  in  the 
bowns.  I,  however,  remained  long  enough  at  Dover  to  send  a  lieutenant  to  the 
chief  of  police,  to  claim  and  receive  the  deserters. 

At  six  o'clock  Lieutenant  McGormick  returned,  with  a  polite  message  from 
that  functionary,  stating  that  our  deserters  were  in  custody,  and  would  be  de- 
livered io  us  on  the  following  day,  at  eleven  o'clock,  upon  our  complying  with 
certain  formalities,  required  alike  from  British  naval  officers,  to  show  that  the 
deserters  really  belonged  to  the  service  by  which  they  were  claimed. 

By  this  time  the  anchorage  had  become  so  insecure  at  Dover,  that  I  felt 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  Downs. 

This  morning  I  despatched  Lieutenant  McGormiok  and  Paymaster  Bates  to 
reclaim  these  aeserters,  to  prove  their  identity,  and  establish  the  fact  of  their 
belonging  to  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

This  afternoon  Lieutenant  McGormick  returned  to  the  Iroquois  and  reported 
to  me  that  the  authorities  at  Dover  had  released  the  deserters  from  custody,  and 
had  declined  to  deliver  them  into  his  hands,  or  those  of  our  consular  agent.  I 
beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  his  written  report  to  me. 

In  a  service  of  more  than  thirty  years,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  this  is  the 
first  instance  I  have  ever  known  of  the  authorities  of  any  place  intervening  to 
prevent  the  delivery  of  deserters  from  a  ship- of- war,  arrested  by  the  police  at 
the  request  of  a  naval  commander. 

The  unfriendliness  of  this  action,  and  the  encouragement  which  it  offers  to 
our  men  to  desert,  seems  to  me  of  a  sufficiently  grave  character  to  command 
your  attention,  and,  therefore,  I  respectfully  bring  it  to  your  notice. 

The  three  deserters  have  been  released  from  custody,  and  I  am  powerless  to 
arrest  them.  Had  they  escaped  to  an  enemy's  coast,  they  could  not  have  been 
more  effectually  shielded  from  my  endeavors  to  bring  them  back  to  the  service 
in  which  they  had  voluntarily  enlisted,  and  which  they  have  so  dishonorably 
deserted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

G.  R.  P.  ROGERS, 
Commander  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Jrogyuntf 

His  Excellency  Ghablbs  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  London. 

P.  S. — ^The  Iroquois  is  only  awaiting  the  arrival  of  provisions  from  Loudo&»  ID 
Bail  for  a  station  remote  from  the  shores  of  Europe. 
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Lieutewnu  MeC^rmiek  io  Ccmnumder  Rcgws. 

Unitbd  States  Steamer  iBoauois, 
OJ  Deal,  England,  September  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  went  on  shore  yesterday  evening,  as  your  re- 
TOresentattve,  to  ask  the  delivery  into  our  hands  of  Able  Tucker,  (captain  top,) 
£dward  Widker,  (captain  after-guard)  and  Fred.  Arnold,  (seaman,)  who  had  on  that 
morning  deserted  from  this  vessel  while  at  anchor  off  Dover,  and  who  were  then 
hdd  at  the  police  station,  having  been  arrested  near  Canterbury.  I  saw  the  super- 
intendent of  police,  made  the  request,  and  was  courteously  informed  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  carry  the  deserters  before  a  magistrate,  and  for  one  of  the 
officers  of  this  vessel  to  appear  against  them,  as  is  customary  in  cases  of  de- 
serters from  the  English  navy. 

This  morning,  in  company  with  Paymaster  Bates,  I  went  to  Dover  to  be 
present  during  the  examination.  We  were  joined  by  Mr.  Sisco,  the  consular 
agent  of  the  United  States,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  went  to  the  magistrate's 
office,  when  Mr.  Sisco,  in  my  presence,  demanded  the  men  as  deserters  from 
this  vessel,  in  a  letter  which  he  handed  to  the  magistrate.  The  lawyer  em- 
ployed by  the  deserters  asked  their  instant  release,  as  there  was  no  authority  x 
for  their  arrest  or  detention,  they  having  in  no  way  violated  the  law  of  England. 
The  office  was  then  cleared  for  a  consultation.  In  about  fifteen  minutes  we 
were  again  admitted,  when  the  magistrate  decided  that  he  had  no  right  to  hold 
the  men,  or  to  deliver  them  to  us,  and  ordered  their  release  from  conmiement. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  McOORMIOK, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 
Commander  G.  R.  P.  Roobrs, 

United  State9  Navy,  United  States  Steamer  Iroquois. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1087.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  1st  of  September,  No.  770,  has  been  received.  At 
the  time  it  was  written  there  was  apparent  reason  for  apprehending  that  our 
country  was  becoming  willing,  if  not  to  forego,  at  least  to  nazard  the  vital  in- 
terest of  national  integrity  in  its  impatience  wr  an  end  of  the  civil  war.  The 
public  mind  here  was  at  that  time  very  despondent.  A  complex  campaign, 
which  had  been  expected  to  be  easy  as  well  as  short,  sharp,  and  decisive,  had 
proved  to  be  laborious,  long,  and  sanguinary,  without  assurance  of  favorable 
result. 

A  presidential  canvass  was  bringing  apparently  into  one  compact  and  efficient 
organization  not  only  all  that  portion  of  tne  people  which,  although  loyal  in  its 
desires  and  purposes,  opposes  the  administraticm  upon  auestions  of  administra- 
tive policy,  but  also  all  the  disa£Fected  and  disloyal  citizens,  who,  from  any  per- 
Terseuess  of  jud^ent,  of  conscience,  or  of  sympathy,  are  willing,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  lend  aid  to  the  insurgents.  The  inevitable  conflict  between  radi- 
calism and  conservatism  broadly  revealed  itself  in  the  popular  mass,  upon  which 
the  executive  government  necessarily  depends  for  political  support,  and  personal 
ambitions,  preferences,  and  prejudices  co-operated,  threatening  ruinous  disorgan- 
ization. This  unfortunate  condition  of  things  culminated  in  the  last  days  of 
August.    The  ocean  no  longer  breaks  either  the  current  of  human  intercourse 
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or  that  of  human  sympathj.    To  Earupean  eyes  our  affairs  wore  at  that  time 
exactly  the  same  gloomy  and  portentous  aspect  that  they  presented  to  our  own. 

But  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  although  I  suppose  it  is  really  un- 
necessary to  do  so,  that  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  things  which  I  have  thus 
described  has  suddenly  changed,  and  that  the  American  people  now  appear  to 
be  as  resolute  and  as  confident  as  on  the  29th  of  August  they  seemed  vacillating 
and  despondent. 

The  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  by  combined  land  and  naval  forces,  came  as  a 
cheerful  relief,  proving  that  the  war  was  being  prosecuted,  not  only  with  perse- 
verance, but  with  prospect  of  success.  The  opposition  convention  at  Chicago 
placed  their  candidates,  Greneral  McGlellan  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  before  the  peo- 
ple distinctly  upon  the  ground  that  the  military  defence  of  the  Union  had  fuled, 
and  had  been  found  hopeless,  and  that  there  must  be  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
with  a  future  reference  to  an  ultimate  and  probabi  v  impracticable  convention.  This 
extraordinary  proceeding  was  followed  by  a  sudden  and  effective  revelation  that 
the  platform  thus  adopted  by  the  convention  at  Chicago  had  been  previously 
framed  in  an  unlawful  intrigue  at  Niagara,  between  avowed  official  agents  of  the 
rebels  and  some  of  their  partisan  sympathizers  who  reside  within  our  own  mili- 
tary lines,  and  that  British  enemies  of  the  United  States  were  initiated  into  the 
intrigue,  and  active  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

In  the  same  conjuncture  it  happily  appeared  that  volunteers  were  coming  in 
to  re-enforce  the  army  as  fast  as  was  needful,  practically  to  lighten  if  not 
altogether  avert  the  necessity  for  a  draft.  Finally,  G^ieral  Sherman  surprised 
equally  the  enemy  and  the  whole  countnr  by  a  felicitous  strategetical  stroke  with 
which  he  captured  Atlanta,  and  thus  achieved  the  great  object  of  that  part  of 
the  campaign  which  had  been  wiselv  assigned  to  him. 

Nor  ought  I  to  omit  that  the  public  credit,  so  long  cramped  and  straitened  by 
a  combination  of  timid  hoarders  and  sordid  speculators  in  gold,  broke  loose,  and 
adeauate  subscriptions  were  freely  made  for  the  government  loans. 

Tnese  events  nave  reinspired  the  public  mind  in  the  loyal  States,  and  we 
have  more  evidences  than  it  would  seem  wise  to  communicate  that  the  insmi^b- 
tionary  States  are  beginning  to  consider  with  seriousness  the  question  of  sub- 
mission to  the  authority  of  the  Union. 

At  the  moment  of  closing  the  mail  a  gratifying  despatch  comes  to  my 'hands 
announcing  a  brilliant  victory  of  our  troops  at  Winchester.  The  despatch  is 
annexed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  i^c,  8fc.,  Sfc. 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Winchester,  Virginia, 

Septemher  19,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  attacked  the  forces  of  Oeneral  Early  over 
the  Berryville  pike,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Opequan  creek,  and  after  a  most 
stubborn  and  sanguinary  engagement,  which  lasted  from  early  in  the  morning 
until  five  (o)  o'clock  in  the  evening,  completely  defeated  him,  driving  him 
through  Winchester,  and  capturing  about  twenty- five  hundred  (2,500)  prisoners, 
five  (5)  pieces  of  artillery,  nine  (9)  army  flags,  and  most  of  their  wounded. 

The  rebel  Generals  Rhodes  and  Gordon  were  killed,  and  three  other  general 
officers  wounded. 

Most  of  the  enemy's  wounded  and  all  their  killed  fell  into  our  hands.  Our 
losses  were  severe,  among  them  General  D.  A.  Bussell,  commanding  division  in 
sixth  (6th)  corps,  who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball ;  Generals  Upton,  McIntoBh, 
and  Ohapman  were  wounded.    I  cannot  yet  tell  our  losses. 
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The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  wsb  moBt-snperb;  they  charged  and  car- 
ried every  position  taken  up  by  the  rebels  from  Opequan  creek  to  Winchester. 
The  rebels  were  strong  in  numbers,  and  very  obstinate  in  their  fighting. 

I  desire  to  mention  to  the  lieutenant  general  commanding  the  Anny  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  (Generals  Wright,  Crook,  Emory,  Torbert,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  their  command ;  to  them  the  country  is  indebted  for  this  handsome 
victory.    A  more  detailed  report  will  be  forwarded. 

P.  H.  BHEMDAN, 
Major  Oeneral  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Oeneral  U.  S.  Grant. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1090.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
18th  of  August,  No.  763,  transmitting  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  passed 
between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the  form  of  exequatur  used 
by  this  government,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  form  granted  by  the  British 
government  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Humphrey.  Your  proceedings  in  regard  to  the 
subject  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4p^.,  8fc,,  8fc, 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1092.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  19, 1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  2d  of  September,  No.  774,  accompanied  by  copies 
of  a  correspondence  which  occurred  between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell  respect- 
ing the  case  of  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida,  at  Bermuda,  has  been  received,  and 
your  proceedings  therein  mentioned  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^„  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1093.1  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, transmitting  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  20th  of  July  last,  addressed  to  you 
by  our  consul  at  Cape  Town,  communicating  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  non- 
restoration  of  the  Tuscaloosa  to  her  rightfiu  owners.  It  seems  necessary  to 
inform  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  that  this  government  is  unable  to 
acquiesce  in  the  disposition  of  the  subject  which  that  government  has  made. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc„  Sfc,,  ifc, 
20  c  • 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1094.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  jour  despatch  of  the  Ist  of  Septemher,  No.  769,  rela- 
ting to  the  action  of  Mr.  Lancaster  in  the  engagement  between  the  Kearsarge 
and  the  Alabama.  The  coarse  70U  propose  to  adopt  in  regard  to  this  case  is 
approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^ir.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 


No.  109G.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Septemher  20,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  18th  of  August,  No.  760,  has  been  received, 
together  with  a  copy  of  correspondence  which  has  recently  taken  place  between 
yourself  and  Earl  Russell  on  subjects  connected  with  the  African  slave  trade. 

I  will  at  once  call  on  the  United  States  consul  general  at  EEavana  for  such 
information  as  he  may  be  able  to  give  concerning  the  supposed  now  steam 
slaver  mentioned  by  Earl  Russell. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  under  consideration  the  inquiry  of  his  lord- 
ship concerning  our  present  ability  to  send  out  cruisers  according  to  the  treaty 
stipulation  for  the  special  purpose  of  suppressing  the  trade  in  slaves.      I  will 
advise  you  promptly  of  the  decision  of  the  government,  when  made. 
I  am,  si^t  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  4iv.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1097.]  Department  of  STAtE, 

W€ishingtont  Septemher  20,  1864, 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  18th  of  August,  No.  761,  has  been  received.  It 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Earl  Russell,  which  announces  a  new 
regulation  in  admiralty,  forbidding  all  transfer  or  dismantling  of  belligerenS 
vessels  in  British  ports.  The  subject  will  receive  due  consideration.  In  the 
mean  time  we  hear  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  Georgia  has  been  captured 
by  the  Niagara,  and  has  arrived  as  a  prize  at  Hampton  Roads,  whence  she  pro- 
ceeded to  Boston.  •  , 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  igcn  ^.,  4^. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1098.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
1 8th  of  August,  No.  759,  which  gives  a  report  of  two  further  trials  for  violations 
of  the  enlistment  laws,  in  each  case  with  the  same  result — a  conviction  by  court, 
followed  by  a  discharge,  or  a  penal  obligation  not  to  repeat  the  offence. 

Certainly  this  mode  of  proceeding  has  very  little  tendency  to  vindicate  the 
laws  or  assure  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain.  Another  prosecution,  however, 
Ib  pending,  and  is  expected  to  be  brought  to  trial  very  soon.  The  President 
will  reserve  the  definitive  disposition  of  the  subject  until  the  result  of  that  trial 
shall  be  made  known. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4r.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  786.]  Legation  OF  the  United  States, 

London,  September  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart- 
ment, numbered  from  1080  to  1083,  Inclusive,  together  with  a  private  letter 
of  the  6th  instant,  concerning  Captain  J.  Wemyss  Anderson,  and  the  photo- 
graphs of  his  painting. 

The  intelligence  contained  in  No.  1080,  which  had  been  made  known  to  the 
public  through  the  ordinary  channels  prior  to  my  reception  of  that  despatch, 
produced  the  more  effect  from  its  following  so  quickly  upon  the  high-wrought 
expectations  formed  from  the  accounts  immediately  preceding.  The  leading 
newspapers,  in  their  over  eagerness  to  announce  the  attainment  of  the  much- 
desired  object  of  the  disruption  of  the  Union,  had  confidently  assumed  as  facts 
circumstances  which  rested  on  mere  conjectures  and  misrepresentations  of  hired 
correspondents.  The  effect  had.  been  to  send  numbers  of  persons  into  the  stock 
market  to  purchase  more  or  less  of  the  rebel  cotton  loan,  in  the  full  belief  that 
'  the  near  approach  of  peace,  and  of  a  separation,  was  about  to  insure  its  full  and 
easy  redemption.  Under  this  pressure,  the  price  rose  to  the  highest  point  that 
it  has  reached  since  the  fall  of  Yicksburg.  The  reaction  consequent  upon  the 
later  advices  has  been  proportionably  severe ;  a  fall  of  ten  per  cent,  within  one 
week  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  attended  by  heavy  losses  to  somebody.  As  a 
general  rule,  these  fall  to  the  share  of  simple,  inexperienced  people,  who  are 
misled  by  the  representations  of  those  presses  in  which  they  habitually  put  con- 
fidence. Most  unfortunately,  the  London  Times  continues  to  enjoy  that  confidence 
in  this  country  to  a  degree  which,  considering  the  repeated  exposure  of  its  errors, 
is  to  me  very  surprising. 

There  is  little  else  to  note  in  the  events  of  the  last  week.  A  very  elaborate 
effort  appears  to  be  making  in  this  city  to  procure  signatures  to  a  form  of  address 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  peace,  which  has  already  found  its 
way  into  the  newspapers.  Posters^ are  a£xed  to  the  walls,  calling  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  exhorting  people  to  come  forward,  whilst  more  systematic  ar- 
rangements are  resorted  to  for  a  personal  canvass  through  the  more  populous 
lanes  and  alleys  about  the  town.  It  is  not  possible  to  conduct  such  operations 
without  a  ponsiderable  outlay  of  money.    Who  furnishes  this,  whether  the  rebels 
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themBelves  or  their  wealthy  Bjmpathizres  on  this  side,  I  cannot  undertake  to 
Bay.  I  perceive  that,  in  Liverpool,  they  are  endeavoring  to  raise  some  means 
for  the  aid  of  the  snfPering  poor  in  the  south. 

Meanwhile,  the  operations  of  the  blockade  runners  are  carried  on  most  ac- 
tively. I  have  just  heard  of  a  steamer  about  to  sail  from  Limerick  with  a  very 
valuable  cargo  of  arms  and  clothing.  Her  name  has  not  been  given  me,  but  I 
have  taken  the  requisite  measures  to  secure  the  transmission  of  the  necessary 
information  directly  to  you  by  this  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ofState^  WdshingtOHt  D,  G, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 


No.  787 .J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  22,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Lord 
Russell,  dated  the  Idth  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  2d  of  August,  which 
was  based  on  your  despatch  No.  1042  of  the  18th  July,  and  a  copy  of  which 
was  sent  with  my  No.  762  of  the  16th  of  August ' 

It  appears  that  her  Majesty's  government  assents  to  the  consular  arrangements 
therein  proposed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  SEWARDf^.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


JSarl  Ru$9tU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have 
had  under  their  consideration  your  note  of  the  2d  of  August,  informing  me  that 
the  United  States  government  have  taken  measures  for  closing  most  of  the  con- 
sular agencies  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  and  that  they  propose,  in  sub- 
stitution for  such  agencies,  to  appoint  at  certain  places,  not  exceeding  ten  in 
number,  which  are  specified  in  your  note,  consuls,  who  shall  be  prohibited  from 
engaging  in  commercial  pursuits. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  inform  your  government  that 
her  Majesty's  government  acquiesces  in  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  for  the  discontinuance  of  most  of  the  consular 
agencies  in  Canada,  and  for  the  appointment  instead,  in  addition  to  the  present 
consulships  of  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Gasp^,  of  consuls  to  reside  at  the  following 
places,  viz :  Clifton,  Coaticook,  Erie,  Goderich,  Kingston,  Prescott,  Port  Samia,^ 
bt!  Lambert  and  Longueil,  Toronto,  and  Windsor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
bumble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  dc,  dtc. 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  ^dams. 

No.  1103.]  Department  op  State, 

WashtTigtan,  September  24.  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
8th  of  September,  No.  779.  It  is  accompanied  hy  a  copy  of  the  note  which, ' 
under  my  instructions,  yon  have  addressed  to  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the 
interference  of  the  Deerhound  in  the  naval  battle  between  the  Kearsarge  and 
the  Alabama.  The  representation  is  approved,  and  the  President  desires  me  to 
express  to  you  his  appreciation  of  the  care  and  candor  you  have  exercised  in 
preparing  that  important  paper. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc,t  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1104.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  8th  instant,  No,  777,  has  been  received.  The 
expectation  of  a  return  of  peace,  which  you  describe  as  prevailing  in  England, 
is  equally  manifest  here,  but  with  a  marked  difference  in  the  speculations 
which  are  raised  upon  it.  On  your  side  of  the  ocean  it  seems  to  be  believed 
that  the  Union  is  to  be  dissevered.  On  this  side  it  is  believed  even  more  con- 
fidently than  heretofore  that  the  Union  will  be  effectually  reassured.  It  is, 
however,  only  just  to  acknowledge  that  this  increase  of  public  confidence  has  in 
some  measure  been  produced  by  the  late  successes  of  the  national  aims  and  by 
the  developments  of  the  political  canvass.  It  will  be  interesting  to  know  how 
far  they  modify  public  opinion  when  they  become  known  there.  On  the  22d 
instant  Major  General  Sheridan  delivered  a  short  but  decisive  attack  against 
Early  at  Flint  Hill,  in  the  Shenandoah  valley.  We  have  not  yet  received  full 
details;  but  it  is  reported  with  manifest  probability  that  the  result  leaves 
Early's  large  force  quite  powerless. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,P.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dec,  dec,  dec 


Mr,  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1106.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 

8th  of  September,  No.  780,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 

between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  Georgia,  and 

in  which  his  lordship  desires  that  the  case  may  be  brought  before  a  prize  court 
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for  adjudication  as  soon  as  possible.     In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the 
proceedings  in  the  case  will  be  regular,  and  attended  by  no  unnecessary  delay. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1107.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  26,  1864. 

Further  and  signal  successes  have  been  achieved  by  the  army  in  the  Shenan- 
doah valley  under  General  Sheridan.  Following  up  his  victory  at  Opequan 
creek  and  Winchester  by  a  vigorous  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  he  again  attacked 
them  on  the  22d  at  Fisher's  Hill,  and  drove  them  from  the  position  where  they 
had  intrenched  themselves  for  a  stand.  Tliis  second  victory  was  as  complete 
in  its  results  as  the  preceding  one.  The  enemy  lost  heavily  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Sixteen  guns  and  several  thousand  prisofjiers  were  taken.  At  the 
latest  advices  from  General  Sheridan  he  was  still  pursuing  the  insurgents 
whose  retreat  is  reported  to  be  attended  with  disorder  and  demoralization. 

These  victories  relieve  northern  Virginia  from  the  presence  of  the  insurgent, 
army,  and  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  from  apprehensions  of  invasion.  They 
may  also  be  expected  to  have  no  small  influence  in  determining  the  progress  of 
military  events  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 

The  increase  of  public  confidence  is  illustrated  by  the  heavy  decline  in  the 
price  of  gold,  which,  during  the  past  week,  has  fallen  nearly  thu-ty  per  cent 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  tSecreUiry, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  ^r.,  ^.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 


No.  789.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  three  notes  which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Russell  and  myself  subsequently  to  that  sent  to  you  with 
my  despatch  No.  779,  of  the  8th  September,  embodying  the  substance  of  your 
instructions  relating  to  the  case  of  the  yacht  Deerhound. 

It  would  have  been  easy  for  me  to  expose  the  fallacies  of  his  conclusions. 

I  have  thought  it  more  prudent  not  to  precipitate  matters  here  by  assuming 
responsibility  which  seems  to  my  eye  to  be  one  involving  difficulties  as  serious  as 
any  that  have  been  elicited  by  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^c. 
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[Enclosures.  ] 


1.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  12th  September,  1864. 

2.  Same  to  same,  26th  September,  1864. 

3.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  27th  September,  1864. 


Earl  RutseU  to  Mr.  Adams, 

FoBKiGN  Office,  September  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Alabama  and  the  proceedings,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  sinking  of  that  vessel,  of  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound ;  and  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  your  communication  will  receive  a  reply  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
prepared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^.,  Spc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  September  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  this 
month  upon  the  subject  of  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Alabama  who 
were  saved  by  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  yacht  from  drowning,  and  afterwards 
landed  at  Southamptom.  It  is  not  my  intention,  in  replying  to  that  letter,  to 
repeat  arguments  already  exhausted,  or  to  refer  to  observations  already  made. 
It  seems  to  be  sufficient  that  I  should  state  to  you  the  conclusions  at  which  her 
Majesty's  government  have  arrived,  and  which  differ  from  those  which  your 
government  have  come  to  fron^  the  same  facts. 

In  the  first  plaee.  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  Alabama  was  partly  fitted 
out  in  a  British  port.  But  as  soon  as  evidence  was  obtained  that  acts  had  been 
committed  with  regard  to  that  vessel  in  violation  of  a  British  statute,  orders 
were  sent  to  seize  her;  she,  however,  escaped  from  British  waters,  in  a  state  of 
half  equipment,  under  a  fraudulent  pretence  of  making  a  trial  trip.  Her  equip- 
ment was  afterwards  completed  in  a  foreign  port,  neither  British  nor  American, 
and  a  commission  from  the  so-styled  confederate  government  was  there  delivered 
to  Captain  Semmes,  her  commander,  himself  an  American  citizen. 

Secondly,  I  have  to  state  that  it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  the 
commander  of  the  private  British  yacht,  the  Deerhound,  in  saving  from  drowning 
some  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Alabama,  after  that  vessel  had  sunk, 
performed  a  praiseworthy  act  of  humanity,  to  which,  moreover,  he  had  been 
exhorted  by  the  officer  commanding  the  KearsargeJ  to  which  vessel  the  Deer- 
hound  had,  in  the  first  instance,  gone,  in  order  to  offer  to  the  Kearsarge  any 
assistance  which,  after  her'  action  with  the  Alabama,  she  might  stand  in  need 
of;  and  it  appears,  further,  to  her  Majesty's  government  that,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  Mr.  Lancaster  was  not  under  any  obligation  to  deliver 
to  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  the  officers  and  men  whom  he  had  rescued  from 
the  waves. 

But  however  that  may  be,*  with  regard  to  the  demand  made  by  you  by  in- 
Btructions  from  your  government,  that  those  officers  and  men  should  now  be 
delivered  up  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  being  escaped  prisoners 
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of  war,  her  Majesty's  government  would  bee  to  observe  that  there  is  no 
obligation  bj  international  law  which  can  bind  the  government  of  a  neutral 
state  to  deliver  np  to  a  belligerent  prisoners  of  war  who  may  have  escaped 
from  the  power  of  such  belligerent,  and  may  have  taken  refuge  within  the 
ten-itory  of  such  neutral.  Therefore,  even  if  her  Majesty's  government  had 
any  power  by  law  to  comply  with  the  above-mentioned  demand,  her  Majesty's 
government  could  not  do  so  without  being  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  duties  of 
hospitality. 

In  point  of  fact,  however,  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  lawful  power 
to  arrest  and  deliver  up  the  persons  in  question.  They  have  been  guilty  of  no 
ofience  against  the  laws  of  England,  and  they  have  committed  no  act  which 
could  bring  them  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  between  Grreat  Britain  and 
the  United  States  for  the  mutual  surrender  of  offenders,  and  her  Majesty's 
government  are,  therefore,  entirely  without  any  legal  means  by  which,  even  if 
they  wished  to  do  so,  they  could  comply  with  your  above-mentioned  demand. 

Thirdly,  with  regard  to  the  statement  made  to  the  United  States  government, 
that  British  authorities  afford  pecuniary  assistance  or  supplies,  or  furnish 
regular  payment  of  wages  to  persons  forming  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  more  effectually  to  carry  on  hostile  operations  against 
the  United  States,  I  have  to  say  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  any  such  circumstances,  and  do  not  believe  that  there 
is  any  foundation  for  such  statements.  Private  individuals  may  very  possibly 
have  contributed  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  the  persons  in  question,  but  with 
the  pecuniary  contributions  of  private  individuals  her  Majesty's  government 
have  no  power  to  interfere. 

I  beg  further  to  assure  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  adopted,  and 
will  continue  to  adopt,  to  the  utmost  of  tlieir  lawful  power,  such  measures  as 
may  be  effective  to  prevent  the  preparation,  equipment,  and  outfit  of  any  naval 
expedition  from  British  shores  to  make  war  against  the  United  States. 

The  detention  and  seizure  of  the  Birkenhead  iron-clads,  and  the  discussion  in 
Parliament  on  that  subject,  suffice  to  show  that  if  complete  prevention  in  this 
respect  has  not  been  attained,  all  that  the  government  of  this  free  country  can 
do  to  stop  such  expeditions  has  been  fully  performed. 

Lastly,  in  expressing  the  regret  of  her  Majesty's  govemmeiWi  that  they  should 
find  themselves  unable  to  comply  with  any  application  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  may  have  thought  themselves  entitled  to  make,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  observing  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  been  far  more  suc- 
cessful in  preventing  breaches  of  neutrality  with  regard  to  the  fitting  out  of 
cruisers  to  take  part  in  the  civil  war  in  North  America,  than  the  government  of  the 
United  States  were  in  preventing  the  fitting  out  of  ships-of-war  to  aid  the 
South  American  republics  in  their  revolt  against  Spain,  which  power  then  stood 
in  the  position  of  a  central  authority  resisting  insurrection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ghablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  fyc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusteU. 


Lbgation  of  thk  United  States, 

London,  September  27,  1864. 
M  V  LoBD :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the 
26th  instant,  communicating  to  me  the  conclusions  at  which  her  Majesty's  gov- 
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emment  have  arriyed  on  the  representations  which  I  submitted  on  the  6th  in- 
stant, nnder  special  instructions,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  owner  of  the 
yacht  Deerhoand,  and  the  collateral  questions  involved  therein. 

Regretting  to  perceive  so  wide  a  divergency  in  the  views  taken  by  the  two 
governments  of  a  subject  involving  grave  principles  of  law,  not  less  than  im- 
portant rules  of  international  comity,  I  shall  not  venture  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  contents  of  your  lordship's  note  in  advance  of  their  passing  under  the 
examination  of  my  government.  Meanwhile,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  transmit  the  paper  to  the  United  States,  and  await  the  return 
of  further  instructions. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  AJDAMS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Sfc.,  ^.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  790.]     *  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  29,  1864. 
Sib  :  In  my  despatch  No.  787,  of  the  22A  instant,  sent  last  week,  I  referred 
to  the  extraordinary  efiPorts  making  to  procure  signatures  to  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  peace.  I  have  since  that  time  received 
such  information  as  convinces  me  that  it  comes  from  the  fruitful  soqrce  of  all 
similar  movements — the  rebel  emissaries  themselves. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  printed  copy  of  the  paper,  as  it  was  originally  pre- 
pared, (No.  1,)  and  likewise  of -the  corrected  proof,  as  it  was  finally  issued,  (No. 
2.)  Both  bear,  as  well  in  the  omissions  as  in  me  substitutions,  decided  ear-marka 
of  their  origin. 

Our  vigilant  British  friends  in  Manchester,  needing  no  prompting  whatever 
from  American  sources,  promptly  issued  and  circulated  a  paper  in  counteraction 
of  the  movement — a  copy  of  which  is  also  transmitted,  (No.  3.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[No.  1,  first  copy  oorrected  proof.] 
FOR  PEACE  IN   AMERICA. 

The  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  greeting : 

We  are  of  the  same  race,  and  many  of  you  are  our  brothers.  Can  we  not, 
therefore,  come  to  you  as  peacemakers,  and  address  you  as  friends?  We 
would  ask  you,  has  there  not  been  of  strife  and  bloodshed,  and  misery  and  suf- 
fering, enough ;  and  is  it  not  time  to  cease  the  cruel  war  in  which  you  are 
engaged?  We  believe  there'  is  not  a  Christian  man  or  woman  amongst  U0 
whose  heart  does  not  respond  affirmatively  to  this  question.  With  this  convic- 
tion we  wish  to  speak  to  you  as  plain  men,  using  plain  language.  We  have 
admired  your  free  institutions,  and  have  gladly  witnessed  your  rise  as  a  people 
to  eminence  in  wealth  and  political  power.  (You  are  of  the  Saxon  blood,  and 
we  hoped  that  you  would  make  the  New  World  renowned  for  true  greatness.) 
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You  promised  to  become  one  mighty  people  and  a  great  nation,  famed  for  the 
liberties  of  its  citizens,  the  triumphs  of  peace,  and  the  conquests  of  its  com- 
merce. We  felt  that  you  were  doing  honor  to  the  "  mother  country."  When, 
therefore,  this  unfortunate  war  began,  our  hearts  were  more  inclined  towsurds 
you  than  towards  your  sister  States,  because  we  believed  with  you  that  the 
action  of  the  south  was  but  the  work  of  a  faction.  The  events  of  the  struggle, 
however,  have  convinced  us  that  a  more  united  people  than  those  of  the  south- 
em  States  never  rose  up  in  defence  of  their  rights. 

When  you  asserted  that  secession  was  the  work  of  disappointed  ambition, 
and  promised  to  quell  it  within  sixty  days,  we  accepted  your  assurances  in  good 
faith,  and  looked  for  the  speedy  restoration  of  peace.  We  did  not  wish  to  see 
the  American  Union  broken  up. 

But  so  far  from  this  promise  being  fulfilled,  (and  your  efiPorts  to  accomplish  it 
have  been  great,)  peace  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union  are  apparently  more 
remote  than  ever. 

Surely  there  must  be  many  now  among  you  who  share  with  us  the  conviction 
that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  ^bdue  the  south,  or  to  restore  the  American 
Union  as  it  was  in  the  past  days  of  the  republic. 

You  have  tried  sufficiently,  and  found  the  gulf  between  you  and  the  seceded 
States  to  widen  with  the  effort  that  is  made  to  subdue  them. 

Is  it  not  time,  then,  to  pause,  and  after  calmly  reviewing  all  that  you  have 
accomplished,  the  distance  which  you  have  travelled  from  your  well-known 
landmarks,  and  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  are  yet  before  you,  is  it  not 
time,  we  ask,  that  you  should  take  counsel  together  as  to  the  best  means  of 
restoring  peace? 

We  cannot  forget  that  the  question  of  peace  or  war  was  never  submitted  to 
you  for  your  serious  consideration  before  hostilities  had  actually  commenced — 
that  they  came  upon  you  little  by  little — and  that  both  government  and  people 
found  themselves  plunged  into  this  fearful  contest  almost  unawares ;  nor  have 
you  as  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  together  in  general  convention  for 
the  purpose  of  making  known  your  opinions  and  wishes  about  the  war,  or  any 
of  the  vast  issues  growing  out  of  it. 

The  war  has  changed  (^for  the  present  at  least)  the  character  of  your  govern- 
ment. What  has  become  of  the  freedom  of  speech,  your  free  press,  and  the 
inestimable  right  of  habeas  corpus  ? 

What,  permit  us  to  ask,  are  the  southern  people  doing  beyond  following  the 
precepts  and  example  taught  and  practiced  by  your  fathers  and  theirs,  when 
they  withdrew  their  allegiance  from  the  mother  country  and  asserted  their  right 
to  establish  a  government  of  their  own  ? 

The  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  you  hallow  and  celebrate  every 
fourth  day  of  July,  asserts,  as  self-evident,  the  right  of  the  southern  people  to 
set  up  a  government  of  their  own. 

But  we  would  ask,  suppose  you  should,  at  the  end  of  another  thrbb 

YEARS    AND  A    HALF,  SUCCEED  IN    SUBDUING    THE  SOUTH   AND    RESTORING    THE 

UNION  BY  FORCE  OF  ARMS,  might  you  not  then  find  out,  when  it  was  too  late, 
that  those  pillars  upon  which  rests  your  form  of  government  had  been  violently 
torn  down,  and  that  your  own  liberties  had  been  buried  in  the  ruins  ?  If  you 
will  run  the  parallel  between  the  south  now  and  the  colonies  in  1776,  and  com- 
pare the  course  pursued  by  the  north  now  and  the  mother  country  then,  we 
think  you  will  discover  some  striking  resemblances ;  and  among  them,  that  with 
you  now,  as  with  the  crown  then,  rests  the  privilege  of  giving  peace  to  the 
American  continent. 

Why  not,  then,  without  further  delay,  recognize  the  duty  which  attaches  to 
your  high  privilege  ?  We  appeal  to  you  in  the  name  of  religion,  humanity, 
justice,  and  civilization,  and  believe  that  we  shall  not  appeal  in  vain. 

Peace  be  unto  you. 
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[No.  2,  second  corrected  proof.] 
FOR  PEACE  IN  AMERICA. 

The  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Or  eat  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  of  America : 

We  are  of  the  same  race,  and  many  of  you  are  our  brothers.  We,  therefore, 
come  to  you  as  peacemakers,  and  address  you  in  plain  language  as  friends  and 
as  fellow-men.  We  ask  you,  has  there  not  been  enough  of  strife  and  bloodshed, 
of  misery  and  suffering ;  and  is  it  not  time  to  cease  the  cruel  war  in  which  you 
are  engaged  ?  There  is  not  a  Christian  man  or  woman  amongst  us  whose  heart 
does  not  respond  affirmatively  to  this  question.  We  have  admired  your  free 
institutions,  and  have  gladly  witnessed  your  rise  as  a  people  to  eminence  in 
wealth  and  political  power.  You  promised  to  become  one  mighty  nation,  famed 
for  the  liberties  of  its  citizens,  the  triumphs  of  peace,  and  the  conquests  of 
commerce.  When  this  unfortunate  war  began,  our  hearts  were  more  inclined 
towards  you  than  towards  your  sister  States,  because  we  believed  with  you 
that  the  action  of  the  south  was  but  the  work  of  a  faction. 

When  you  asserted  that  secession  was  the  work  of  disappointed  ambition, 
and  promised  to  quell  it  within  sixty  days,  we  accepted  your  assurances  in  good 
faith,  looking  for  the  speedy  restoration  of  peace,  for  we  did  not  wish  to  see  the 
American  Union  broken  up. 

But  so  far  fr^m  this  promise  being  fulfilled,  (and  your  efforts  to  accomplish 
it  have  been  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  history,)  peace  and  the  restoration 
of  the  Union  are  apparently  as  distant  as  ever. 

The  events  of  the  struggle  have  convinced  us  that  a  more  united  people 
never  rose  up  in  defence  of  their  rights  than  those  of  the  southern  States. 
Surely  there  must  be  many  now  among  you  who  share  with  us  the  conviction 
that  it  has  become  utterly  impossible  to  subdue  the  south,  or  to  restore  the 
American  Union  as  it  existed  in  the  past  days  of  the  repablic. 

You  have  tried  sufficiently,  and  found  the  gulf  between  you  and  the  seceded 
States  to  widen  with  each  effort  that  is  made  to  subdue  them. 

We  believe  that  it  is  now  time  for  you  to  pause,  and  after  calmly  reviewing 
all  that  you  have  accomplished,  the  distance  which  you  have  travelled  from 
your  well-known  landmarks,  and  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  are  certainly 
before  you,  to  take  counsel  together  as  to  the  best  means  of  restoring  peace. 

We  cannot  forget  that  the  question  of  peace  or  war  was  never  submitted  for 
your  consideration  before  hostilities  had  actually  commenced ;  that  they  came 
upon  you  little  by  little ;  that  both  government  and  people  found  themselves 
plunged  into  this  fearful  contest  almost  unawares,  and  that  you  have  never  been 
permitted  as  yet  an  opportunity  of  consulting  together  in  general  convention, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  known  your  opinions  and  wishes  about  the  war,  or 
any  of  the  vast  issues  growing  out  of  it 

We  believe  that  the  war  has  changed  (for  the  present  at  least)  the  character 
of  your  government.  It  has  swept  away  your  freedom  of  speech,  your  free 
press,  and  the  inestimable  right  of  habeas  corpus. 

We  believe  that  the  southern  people  are  only  following  the  precepts  and 
example  taught  and  practiced  by  your  fathers  and  theirs,  when  they  withdrew 
their  allegiance  from  the  mother  country,  and  that  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, which  you  hallow  and  celebrate  every  fourth  day  of  July,  asserts,  as 
self-evident,  the  right  of  the  southern  people  to  set  up  a  government  of  their 
own. 

We  believe  that  should  vou,  at  the  end  of  another  three  and  a  half 
years'  war,  succeed  in  subduing  the  south  and  restoring  the  union  by 
force  op  arms,  you  will  find  out,  when  it  is  too  late,  that  those  pillars  upon 
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which  rests  jour  republican  form  of  government  have  been  violently  torn  down, 
and  that  your  own  liberties  have  been  buried  in  the  ruins.  We  ask  you  to 
compare  the  course  pursued  by  the  south  now  and  the  colonies  in  1776,  with 
that  adopted  by  the  north  now  and  the  mother  country  then,  and  we  think 
you  will  discover  many  striking  resemblances.  \ 

It  is  in  your  hands  to  give  peace  to  the  American  continent.  The  southern 
States  have  appealed  to  you  Jar  peace,  and  to  be  let  aloue. 

We  appeal  to  you  lo  recognize  the  duty  which  attaches  to  your  high  privilege, 
and  to  make  peace  with  the  southern  States  ;  and  we  make  this  appeal  in  Uie 
name  of  religion,  humanity,  civilization,  and  common  justice. 

Will  you  KiNDLV  assist  to  promote  peace  in  America  ? 

NAME.  ADDRESS. 

[Please  return  the  Petition  to  the  address  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Kershaw,  Man- 
chester.] 


No.  3. 


THE   PROGRESS   AND   PROSPECTS   OF   THE   GREAT  STRUGGLE   FOR  FREEDOM   IN 

AMERICA. 

To  the  People  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; 

Fellow-countrymen  :  Untruthful  statements  and  unscrupulous  efforts  are 
still  being  put  forth  by  the  enemies  of  free  government,  free  labor,  and  free 
education,  to  deceive  and  mislead  you  as  to  the  facts  and  merits  of  that  great 
Btru^le  for  freedom  now  going  on  between  the  loyal  people  of  the  United  States 
and  the  rebellious  slaveholders'  confederacy. 

In  your  name,  but  without  your  authority,  the  friends  of  the  slavemongers  in 
this  country,  united  under  the  banner  of  southern  independence  associations, 
have  recently  issued  a  peace  manifesto  addressed  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

In  that  document  it  is  audaciously  asserted  that  "  peace  and  the  restoration  of 
the  Union  are  apparently  more  remote  than  ever;"  and  on  the  strength  of  this 
and  similar  baseless  assumptions  you  are  made  to  call  upon  the  people  of  the 
free  and  loyal  States  to  pause  and  give  ap  the  struggle  for  freedom ;  that  is,  to 
recognize  and  sanction  a  new  slave  empire ! 

This  appeal  is  made  for  you  in  the  name  of  "  religion,  humanity,  justice,  and 
civilization,"  without  one  word  of  protest  against  that  irreligious,  inhuman,  iniqui- 
tous, and  barbarous  system  of  slavery  which  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  unholy  war 
the  southern  slaveholders  have  forced  upon  the  federal  government  and  the 
loyal  people  of  America ! 

We  feel  sure  that  your  sanction  will  never  be  given  to  any  proposition,  even 
in  the  holy  name  of  peace,  that  seeks  to  bolster  up  and  sustain  an  infamous  slave 
power,  whose  only  claim  to  nationality  is  basea  on  a  system  of  legalized  lust 
and  oppression  that  outrages  alike  the  claims  of  "  religion,  humanity,  justice, 
and  civilization." 

Remember  that  up  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  election  every  Congress  had  a  dominant 
party  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  slave  power ;  and  that  this  southern  oligarchy 
nad  80  moulded  the  policy  and  directed  the  legislation  of  the  nation  as  to 
strengthen  its  political  influence  abroad  and  increase  the  territorial  area  for  the 
extension  of  slavery  at  home.  The  first  President  and  cabinet  especially  identi- 
fied with  the  advance  of  freedom  have  only  held  office  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1861 ;  and  the  following  is  a  record  of  the  progress  of  liberty  during  their 
administration : 
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1.  Emancipation  in  western  Virginia. 

2.  Emancipation  in  Missonri. 

3.  Emancipation  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  Emancipation  in  Maryland. 

5.  Slavery  forever  prohibited  in  all  the  Territories. 

6.  Kansas  admitted  as  a  free  State. 

7.  Colorado,  Nebraska,  and  Nevada  provisionally  organized  as  free  States. 

8.  Idaho,  Montano,  Dakota,  and  Arizona  organized  as  free  Territories. 

9.  Hayti  and  Liberia  (colored  people)  recognized  as  independent  repnblics. 

10.  Three  millions  of  slaves  declared  forever  free  by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, 1st  January,  1863. 

11.  All  fugitive  slave  laws  utterly  abrogated. 

12.  The  inter-States'  slave  trade  abolished. 

13.  Negroes  admitted  to  equal  rights  in  the  United  States  courts. 

14.  Eauality  of  the  negro  recognized  in  the  public  conveyances  of  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

15.  All  rebel  States  prohibited  from  returning  to  the  Union  with  slavery. 

16.  Free  labor  established  on  numerous  plantations  in  South  Carolina,  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas. 

17.  Free  schoola  for  the  education  of  freed  slaves  in  South  Carolina,  Louisiana, 
Tennessee,  and  in  eastern  Virginia. 

1 8.  The  wives  and  children  of  all  slaves  employed  as  freed  men  in  military 
and  other  service  of  the  United  States  declared  free. 

19.  Negroes,  whether  previously  bond  or  free,  enrolled  as  part  of  the  military 
force  of  the  nation. 

20.  The  loyal  people  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Florida  (rebel 
States)  seeking  a  return  to  the  Union  on  the  basis  of  freedom  to  all. 

21.  An  amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  prohibit  slavery  everywhere  and  for- 
ever passed  in  the  Senate  by  two-thirds  majority,  and  only  failed  of  the  requisite 
twH-thirds  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  few  votes. 

22.  The  republican  national  convention  at  Baltimore,  June  8,  1864,  declared 
unanimously  for  the  re-election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  for  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  to  prohibit  slavery  forever. 

23.  The  federal  government  forbidden  by  Congress  to  employ  any  man  as  a 
slave  in  any  capacity. 

24.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  negroes,  mostly  freed  slaves,  in  the  pay 
and  uniform  of  the  federal  government  as  soldiers  of  freedom  fighting  for  the 
Union. 

25.  A  new  international  treaty  by  the  federal  government  with  this  kingdom 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

26.  The  passing  of  the  homestead  bill,  whereby  the  free  and  landless  may  be- 
come freeholders  on  the  free  boU  of  the  Territories. 

The  foregoing  is  only  an  inadeqate  summary  of  the  facts  that  demonstrate 
the  vast  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  abolition  of  slavery  since  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's inauguration  in  March,  1861. 

The  military  progress  of  the  federal  arms  is  equally  astonishing,  and  proves, 
to  every  impartial  mind,  that  the  southern  cause  is  as  hopeless  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess as  it  Ib  infamous  in  its  basis  and  arrogant  in  its  aims. 

The  following  facts  will  illustrate  the^military  situation : 

1.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  thirteen  States  were  claimed  by  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion,  and  sought  to  be  disrupted  from  the  federal  government. 

2.  Nearly  half  of  these  States  have  either  declared  their  loyalty,  or  have  been 
rescued  from  the  military  grasp  of  the  confederate  armies. 

3.  The  federal  power  has  gained  a  firm  military  footing,  or  a  naval  base  of 
operations,  in  each  of  the  rebellious  States. 
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4.  It  has  secarely  grasped  the  great  Mississippi  river,  and  established  a 
powerful  blockade  over  the  few  southern  ports  still  neld  bj  the  rebels. 

5.  So  obvious  is  it  that  the  southern  confederacy  must  ultimately  succumb  to 
the  just  power  and  irrepressible  spirit  of  the  free  north  that  no  government  has 
dared  to  recoguize  the  would-be  slave  empire  in  the  south. 

Bearing  in  mind  these  indisputable  facts,  we  ask  you,  the  free  and  liberty- 
loving  people  of  the  United  Kingdom,  not  to  be  led  away  by  crafty  appeals  in 
the  name  of  peace  in  favor  of  a  cause  that  excludes  the  possibility  of  ail  peace- 
ful and  righteous  government,  and  that  embodies  all  the  crimes  and  cruelties 
that  o£Pend  heaven  aiid  desolate  earth. 

,  The  following  words  of  President  Lincoln,  in  an  address  on  the  18th  oi 
Au^st  last,  clearly  indicate  the  principle  involved  in  the  present  struggle :  "  I 
wish  it  might  be  more  generally  and  universally  understood  what  the  country 
is  now  engaged  in.  We  have,  as  all  will  agree,  a  free  government  where  every 
man  has  a  right  to  be  equal  with  every  other  man.  In  this  great  struggle  this 
form  of  government,  and  every  form  of  human  right,  is  endangered  if  our  enemies 
succeed.  There  is  more  involved  in  the  contest  than  is  realized  by  every  one ; 
there  is  involved  in  this  struggle  the  question  whether  your  children  and  my 
children  shall  enjoy  the  privileges  we  have  enjoyed." 

Not  until  slavery  is  annihilated  throughout  the  United  States  can  come  the 
longed-for  era  of  peace — a  true,  holy,  and  lasting  peace — ^founded  on  union, 
freedom,  justice,  and  humanity. 

THE  UNION  AND  EMANCIPATION  SOCIETY. 

By  Order  of  the  Executive,  September  6,  1864. 

Oppicbs  op  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society, 

51  Piccadilly,  Manchester. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1110.]  Department  op  State, 

WaikingtoTif  October  3,  1864. 

Sib  :  This  government  has  learned  with  regret  that  Daniel  Hurley,  Bryan 
Sheely,  and  James  Nowlan,  three  pardoned  criminals,  have  been  sent  by  the 
government  of  Newfoundland  to  the  United  States,  and  that  other  persons  of 
the  same  character  had  been  previously  sent. 

It  appears  from  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Leach,  our  consul  at  St.  John,  of  the  4th 
of  June  last,  that  these  criminals  had  been  sent  by  the  colonial  government  of 
Newfoundland  to  the  city  of  Boston,  by  the  British  brig  Arthur,  of  which  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Boston  was  duly  notified. 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  month  Mr.  Leach  was  requested  by  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  to  the  department  such  proofs  as  he  might  be  able 
to  obtain  in  the  case. 

On  the  5th  day  of  July  last  a  copy  of  Mr.  Leach's  despatch  was  transmitted 
to  Lord  Lyons,  with  a  note  requesting  him  to  cause  an  inquiry  in  the  matter  to 
be  made,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  to  which  his  lordship  replied,  in 
a  note  of  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  that  he  had  requested  the  governor  of  New- 
foundland to  enable  him  to  furnish  the  desired  information. 

On  the  26th  of  July  Mr.  Leach,  by  despatch  No.  51,  made  a  report  in  the 
case,  from  which  it  appears  that  on  the  day  of  the  sailing  of  the  Arthur,  her 
owner  informed  him  that  the  colonial  government  had  engaged  passage  for  the 
three  men;  that  the  chief  of  police  of  St.  John  on  the  same  day  acknowledged 
the  above  fact,  but  requested  him  not  to  say  anything  about  it ;  that  it  was  by 
the  consent  of  the  three  men  that  they  were  sent;  that  a  sergeant  of  police  fur- 
nished him  the  names  of  the  three  criminals.  After  the  sailing  of  the  vessel,  her 
owner  informed  him  the  men  had  been  sent  oS, 
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The  court  record  shows  that  Bryan  Sheely  was  tried  and  convicted  of  larceny, 
and  sentenced  on  the  27th  of  April  last  to  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for  nine 
months  in  St.  John  jail ;  that  James  Nowlan  was  tried  and  convicted  of  burg- 
lary, and  sentenced  on  the  10th  of  May  last  to  imprisonment  for  the  term  of  nine 
months  in  said  jail,  and  that  Daniel  Hurley  was  also  tried  and  convicted  of 
robbery  in  the  spring  of  1864.  » 

Mr.  Leach  is  of  the  opinion  that  Hurley's  term  of  sentence  had  not  half  ex- 
pired at  the  time  he  was  sent  away.  He  also  states  that  after  the  shipment  of 
these  criminals,  the  colonial  government  have  sent  two  others  of  bad  repute  to 
Boston,  by  the  American  schooner  Caspian,  of  New  York.  Their  names  are 
Devorux  and  Leaman.  The  former  was  sentenced  last  May  to  imprisonment  for 
six  months.  The  latter  was  a  disorderly  person,  but  under  no  sentence  at  the 
time  he  was  sent  away. 

Mr.  Leach  further  says,  he  was  informed  by  a  former  agent  of  a  line  of  packets 
between  St.  John  and  Boston  that  he  has  known  the  colonial  government  to 
send  as  many  as  twenty  pardoned  criminals  to  the  United  States  at  a  time. 

On  the  22d  ultimo  Lord  Lyons  transmitted  to  the  department  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  which  he  had  received  from  the  governor  of  Newfoundland,  and  of  its 
enclosures,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  governor  regrets  that  Mr.  Leach  had 
not  communicated  the  facts  to  him,  or  to  the  government,  previously  Xo  writing 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject.  One  of  the  enclosures  is  a  letter 
from  the  attorney  general,  Mr.  H.  W.  Hoyles,  the  law  adviser  of  the  crown 
at  St.  John,  relative  to  Mr.  Leach's  report.  He  admits  the  principal  facts  set 
forth  therein,  stating,  however,  that  banishment  formed  no  part  of  the  sentence 
of  these  convicts,  and  that  the  governor  has  been  in  the  practice,  for  some  time 
past,  of  commuting  sentences  of  the  courts,  on  petition,  to  make  such  commu- 
tation conditional  that  the  criminal  shall  leave  the  province,  without  designating 
any  particular  place  or  country  for  that  purpose.  That  the  colonial  government 
have  allowed  their  convicts  to  select  their  places  of  destination,  and  that  the 
granting  of  passages  to  such  convicts  by  the  colonial  government  has  been  of 
common  occurrence,  some  of  them  going  to  Canada  and  other  provinces,  some 
to  the  United  States,  and  some  to  the  United  Kingdom — the  passage  money 
frrequently  being  less  than  the  cost  of  their  support — but  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  send  the  three  convicts  in  question  to  the  United  States.  It  is  alleged  that 
the  convicts  selected  the  United  States  as  their  place  of  destination,  and  refused 
to  be  carried  to  any  other. 

From  this  statement  of  facts,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  provincial  authorities 
were  active  in  transporting  pardoned  criminals  to  the  United  States,  but  we  are 
willing  to  believe  their  proceedings  inadvertent,  and  at  the  same  time  hope  that 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  will  caution  her  Majesty's  provincial  author- 
ities against  the  practice  in  future. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gharii£8  Francis  Adams,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  4^* 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1111.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  plot  which  was  formed  by  evil  disposed  refugees  in  Canada  to  seize 
the  United  States  steamer  Michigan,  and  with  that  means  to  release  the  prisoners 
on  Johnson's  island,  failed  in  its  execution.  No  serious  dangers  in  that  quarter 
are  apprehended.  Tlie  Canadian  authorities  seem  to  have  acted  in  a  friendly 
and  honorable  manner. 
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General  Sberman  perseveres  in  establishing  a  lar^e  and  stroiig  camp  at  Atlanta. 
The  insui^ent  Forrest  is  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  break  the  general's  commoni- 
cations,  but  he  is  believed  to  have  taken  effective  means  for  their  protection. 
Some  free  intercourse  has  been  had  between  him  and  citizens  of  Georgia  residing 
within  the  extended  lines  of  our  army.  This  is  the  only  foundation  there  is  for 
many  reports  of  negotiations  between  this  government  and  the  State  or  the  people 
of  Q^rgia.  The  change  of  relations  they  have  suffered  by  the  fall  of  Atlanta 
is  yet  too  recent  to  have  worked  a  lasting  influence  upon  their  sentiments.  No 
new  military  operations  have  occurred  in  that  State.  Jefferson  Davis  has  re- 
paired to  Macon.  He  is  credibly  reported  to  be  very  censorious  upon  Governor 
Brown,  of  Georgia,  who  has  furloughed  the  Georgia  militia.  The  militia  of  that 
State  is  understood,  like  the  reserved  force  in  other  insurgent  States,  to  consist 
of  boys  under  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  of  men  over  the  age  of  fifty  years,  which 
are  the  terms  of  the  so-called  confederate  conscription. 

Gold  is  now  reported  as  having  no  market  sales  in  the  insurgent  States.  The 
last  quotation  is  3,000  per  centum.  A  refugee  just  arrived  from  Texas  tells  us 
he  paid  $70  of  confederate  currency  for  one  of  gold. 

There  are  insurrectionary  or  guerilla  movements  in  Missouri,  but  the  details 
are  vague  and  unreliable.  On  the  29th  of  ,September,  General  Sheridan  re- 
ported th^t  he  had  pursued  Early's  retreating  forces  through  Staunton  to  Port 
Kepublic,  and  he  now  reports  that  he  has  ^rther  pursued  the  fugitive  force 
through  Waynesboro.  That  once  imposing  force  seems  to  have  been  effectually 
routed  and  dispersed.  G^eral  Sheridan  thinks  that  the  destruction  of  stores  at 
Staunton  and  of  railway  communication  in  that  vicinity  will  prove  very  injuri- 
ous tb  the  enemy  at  Richmond. 

Under  direction  of  Major  Greneral  Butler,  Major  General  Ord,  on  the  29th  of 
September,  has  advanced  across  the  James  river  at  Ghapin's  bluff,  carried  a  strong 
line  of  fortifications,  and  taken  sixteen  guns  and  many  prisoners.  Simultaneously, 
Major  General  Bimey,  by  direction  of  Major  G^eral  Butler,  advanced  firom 
Deep  Bottom,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  scattering  the  insurgent  forces 
before  him,  made  a  lodgment  in  rebel  fortifications  six  miles  from  Richmond. 

On  the  30th,  Major  General  Warren,  under  direction  of  Major  General  Meade, 
attacked  the  enemy's  extreme  right  south  of  the  Weldon  road,  while  at  the  same 
time  Major  General  Meade  made  an  advance  from  the  centre  of  his  line  in  front 
of  Petersburg,  and  carried  the  enemy's  works  at  Poplar  grove,  near  to  Petersburg. 
While  these  assaults  were  going  on,  the  enemy  twice  assaulted  Major  General 
Butler  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  was  effectually  repulsed.  It  is  believed  that 
these  movements  have  considerable  strategical  significance,  and  it  is  at  least  cer- 
tain that  they  tend  to  increase  the  embarrassments  of  the  enemy  at  Richmond 
and  to  prevent  his  sending  re-enforcements  to  £arly  in  the  valley  and  to  Hood 
in  G^rgia. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  instant,  the  Honorable  Montgomery  Blair's  resignation 
of  the  office  of  Postmaster  General  was  accepted,  and  the  Honorable  William 
Denison,  of  Ohio,  succeeded  to  that  important  position  in  the  executive  govern- 
ment 

The  Honorable  John  0.  Fremont,  who  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency,  has 
retired  from  the  canvass. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  ^.,  Spc.,  Sfc. 

[Same  to  Mr.  Dayton.] 


! 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  792.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  6,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department, 
nnmhered  from  1084  to  1101,  both  incluaive.  I  have  likewise  a  circular,  dated 
September  12,  instructing  me  to  collect  five  dollars  for  every  passport  issned  from 
this  legation ;  a  note  of  the  same  date,  respecting  the  case  of  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall ; 
two  marked  private,  of  the  16th  and  17th  of  September;  and  another  of  the  17th 
instant,  in  regard  to  the  temporary  services  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Adams  in  this  lega- 
tion ;  lastly,  a  box  came  to  hand  containing  the  g<)ld  watch  referred  to  in  No. 
1085,  as  intended  for  Captain  Hardy. 

Nothing  has  occurred  here  during  the  last  week  to  break  the  ordinary  monotony 
of  affairs  at  this  season.  Some  apprehension  has  been  excited  by  the  commercial 
derangement  consequent  upon  the  serious  decline  that  has  taken  place  in  the  price 
of  cotton.  This  was  alluded  to  in  my  despatch  No.  777,  of  September  8,  as  caused 
by  the  fear  then  generally  entertained  of  an  approaching  pacification  in  America. 
It  now  appears,  however,  to  have  a  deeper  root.  The  fall  in  price,  whiqh  has  not 
been  less  in  the  whole  than  tenpence  per  pound,  is  mainly  occasioned  bv  the 
fact,  which  is  now  becoming  apparent,  that  the  general  supply  is  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing as  to  be  likely,  for  the  future,  to  be  more  than  equal  to  the  demand. 
In  other  words,  the  maximum  of  price  has  been  reached,  so  that  further  specula- 
tion is  no  longer  safe.  On  the  contrary,  an  opposite  risk  is  incurred  of  loss  from 
a  falling  rate,  from  which  many  persons  have  been  already  i*uined,  and  more 
have  suffered  or  may  suffer. 

The  probable  operation  of  this  novel  state  of  things  upon  the  sole  remaining 
financial  resource  of  the  rebels  is  obvious.  Each  reduction  of  price  is  pro  tanto 
equivalent  to  a  corresponding  diminution  of  the  means  which  they  have  at  command 
to  pay  for  the  supplies  from  here  upon  which  they  so  matenally  depend.  There  is 
litde  doubt  that  for  some  time  past  the  government  has  endeavored,  so  far  as  they 
can,  to  monopolize  the  business  of  running  the  blockade.  It  purchases  the 
vessels,  and  it  loads  them  with  goods  both  ways,  on  its  own  account.  Although 
the  gross  amount  of  cotton  exported  by  this  means  is  not  considerable,  the  very 
high  price  which  it  has  thus  far  fetched  has  compensated,  to  a  material  extent, 
for  the  deficiency,  llow  much  aid  has  thus  been  afforded  to  the  procrastination 
of  resistance  is  plain  enough.  But  there  is  strong  reason  for  believing  that 
henceforward  serious  deduction  must  be  made  from  this  last  resource.  It  appears 
from  the  estimates  that  the  average  annual  supply  of  cotton  to  be  expected  from 
other  sources  than  America  will  very  soon  equal  or  exceed  the  highest  gross 
amount  received  from  every  quarter  in  any  year  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion.  Thus  the  ruin  which  these  infatuated  men  invoked  upon  themselves, 
when  they  entered  on  this  deplorable  struggle,  bids  fair  to  be  ere  long  complete. 
Nothing  but  a  prompt  resumption  of  their  forms  of  industry,  under  the  shelter 
of.  a  restored  government,  giving  peace  and  protection  to  improved  forms  of  labor, 
can  avail  against  the  stem  progress  of  events  which  must  otherwise  shut  them 
out  from  all  hope  of  further  control  of  the  market  of  the  world. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

CHARLES  FSANGIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  St^te,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 
21  *c  *• 
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[From  the  New  York  Times-^^encloscd  with  Mr.  Adamses  despatch  No.  793.] 
COTTON — THE  TBBMBNDOUS  LEVER. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  wherein  he  declared  that  "cotton  is 
the  tremendous  lever  by  which  we  can  work  out  our  destiny  under  Providence," 
has  a  singular  illustration  in  the  latest  returns  of  the  British  cotton  market. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  1862,  the  British  market  was  supplied  with 
2,208,783  cwts.  of  cotton.  This  had  increased  in  1863  to  3,174,282  cwts.;  and 
in  1864,  to  4,670,000  cwts.  The  supply  has  thus  more  than  doubled  in  amount 
from  1862  to  1864.  The  value  of  the  supply  has  increased  from  forty-six 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  first  seven  months  of  1862,  to  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  millions  in  the  first  seven  months  of  1864. 

A  little  more  than  double  the  amount  of  cotton  brought  into  the  British  mar- 
ket for  the  first  seven  months  in  1862  was  imported  into  the  same  market  within 
the  first  seven  months  of  the  present  year ;  but  the  value  of  the  current  year's 
importations  was  as  nearly  as  possible  five  to  one  of  those  of  1862. 

Where  did  the  supply  come  from  1  In  the  first  eight  months  of  the  past  three 
years,  Egypt,  India,  and  China  supplied  the  British  market  as  follows : 

1862.  1863.  1864. 

Egypt ,£2,  372,  755  <£5,  443,  278  dClO,  192,  905 

India 4,883,899  11,950,999  17,816,147 

China 8,  302  994,  425  4, 216, 584 

It  thus  appears  that  while  Egypt,  India,  and  China  supplied  cotton  to  the 
value  of  but  836,000,000  in  the  first  three  quarters  of  1862,  they  supplied  cotton 
within  the  same  period  of  ^864  to  the  tune  of  $160,000,000. 

This  rate  of  increase  can  probably  be  best  appreciated  by  recalling  the  fact, 
that  the  most  reliable  economists  were  wont  to  value  the  increase  of  the  supply 
of  cotton  in  the  slave  States  of  the  American  republic  at  the  average  rate  ot 
about  three  per  cent,  a  year,  or  about  the  same  as  the  increase  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation. Taking  Egypt,  India,  and  China  in  comparison  with  the  cotton-growing 
States,  we  can  see  what  the  productive  capacity  of  a  free  and  slave  labor  system 
might  be.  We  do  not  say  that  the  comparison,  in  all  its  points,  is  perfect.  But 
we  have  suflScient  evidence  in  the  baldest  statement  of  the  case  to  show  that  the 
civilized  world  will  be  dependent  upon  no  particular  social  or  political  structure, 
call  it  a  republic  or  a  confederacy,  for  the  great  staples  of  interuatinnal  com- 
merce. It  is  well  that  the  delusion  should  be  exploded.  Whether  the  test  is 
applied  at  Shanghai  or  at  Savannah  ;  whether  it  be  in  the  exchange  of  teas  for 
calicoes,  or  cotton  for  corduroys ;  it  is  well  that  the  question  should  be  settled 
now,  and  for  all  time,  that  a  political  community,  calling  itself  such,  cannot 
obstruct  the  course  of  commerce,  the  interests  of  civilization,  and  the  progress  of 
the  human  race,  by  making  "  a  tremendous  lever"  for  its  own  selfish  purpose 
of  any  product  of  the  soil.  We  sec  even  in  this  bare  three-years'  experiment 
what  has  come  of  the  •'tremen^Jous  lever*'  of  the  confederate  conspirators.  Its 
application  has  proved  the  social  ruin  of  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
in  the  revolted  States  of  the  Union.  But  its  application  has  not  essentially 
retarded  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  outside  world.  Possibly  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, whose  statesmanship  is  so  loudly  bepraised  on  all  hands,  will  begin  to 
sec  this  before  Sherman  has  done  with  Georgia. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1113.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  7,  1864, 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  16th  of  Sep- 
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tember.  No.  785,  relating  to  the  action  of  the  civil  anthorities  at  Dover,  in  the 
case  of  the  three  men  who  deserted  from  the  United  States  ship  Iroquois,  at  the 
above-named  port,  on  the  13th  ultimo.     Your  proceedings  in  the  matter  are  ap- 
proved.    I  shall  reserve  the  subject  for  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Ghables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1114.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  22d  of  September,  No.  786,  has  been  received. 
I  must  doubt  whether  the  full  effect  of  recent  propitious  events  here  has  yet 
been  felt  in  Europe,  if  indeed  the  friends  of  disunion  there  are  still  continuing 
their  agitation  to  distract  America  by  their  disingenuous  counsels  of  peace. 
However  that  may  be,  there  has  not  heretofore  been  #  time  when  such  sinister 
efforts  would  meet  with  more  patriotic  disdain  among  our  countrymen  than  they' 
will  encounter  at  this  moment.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  for  the  sake  of  a  good  and 
friendly  understanding  between  the  two  countries,  that  the  British  nation  does 
not  understand  how  steadily  all  such  efforts  tend  to  wear  away  the  good  will  of 
the  American  people. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^t?.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  IIIG.]  Department  op  State, 

Weuhington,  October  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  communicate,  for  the  information  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  22d  of  September  from  Mr.  Savage, 
vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  relating  to  recent  opera- 
tions of  slave  traders  in  Cuba. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Savage  to  Mr.  Seward. 
f  Confidential.] 

No.  207.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  September  22,  1864. 
Sir  :  Tlie  Spanish  brig  Yucatan,  Rey,  master,  was  cleared  yesterday  ostensibly 
for  Fernando  Poand  Annobon  (Spanish  possessions  in  Africa)  by  a  Portuguese, 
named  Miranda.  The  cargo  cleared  at  the  custom-house  consists  of  365  packages 
of  provisions,  10  boxes  of  sugar,  316  arrobes  of  coffee,  20  M  cigars,  1  case  of 
Cologne-water,  1  case,  (medicine-chest,)  20  empty  casks,  and  340  pipes  of  rum — 
aguardiente  5  this  may  be  water. 
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[From  the  New  York  Times — enclosed  with  Mr.  Adams's  despatch  No.  792.] 
COTTON — THE  TBBMBNDOUS  LEVER. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephena,  wherein  he  declared  that  "cotton  is 
the  tremendous  lever  by  which  we  can  work  out  our  destiny  under  Providence," 
has  a  singular  illustration  in  the  latest  returns  of  the  British  cotton  market. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  1862,  the  British  market  was  supplied  with 
2,208,783  cwts.  of  cotton.  This  had  increased  in  1863  to  3,174,282  cwts.;  and 
in  1864,  to  4,670,000  cwts.  The  supply  has  thus  more  than  doubled  in  amount 
from  1862  to  1864.  The  value  of  the  supply  has  increased  from  forty-six 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  first  seven  months  of  1862,  to  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  millions  in  the  first  seven  months  of  1864. 

A  little  more  than  double  the  amount  of  cotton  brought  into  the  British  mar- 
ket for  the  first  seven  months  in  1862  was  imported  into  the  same  market  within 
the  first  seven  months  of  the  present  year ;  but  the  value  of  the  current  year's 
importations  was  as  nearly  as  possible  five  to  one  of  those  of  1862. 

Where  did  the  supply  come  from  1  In  the  first  eight  months  of  the  past  three 
years,  Egypt,  India,  and  China  supplied  the  British  market  as  follows : 

1862.  1863.  1864. 

Egypt ,£2,  372,  755     <£5,  443,  278     deiO,  192,  905 

India 4,883.899      11,950,999        17,816.147 

China 8,  302  994,  425         4, 216, 584 

It  thus  appears  that  while  Egypt,  India,  and  China  supplied  cotton  to  the 
value  of  but  $36,000,000  in  the  first  three  quarters  of  1862,  they  supplied  cotton 
within  the  same  period  of  ^864  to  the  tune  of  $160,000,000. 

This  rate  of  increase  can  probably  be  best  appreciated  by  recalling  the  fact, 
that  the  most  reliable  economists  were  wont  to  value  the  increase  of  the  supply 
of  cotton  in  the  slave  States  of  the  American  republic  at  the  average  rate  ot 
about  three  per  cent,  a  year,  or  about  the  same  as  the  increase  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation. Taking  Egypt,  India,  and  China  in  comparison  with  the  cotton-growing 
States,  we  can  see  what  the  productive  capacity  of  a  free  and  slave  labor  system 
might  be.  We  do  not  say  that  the  comparison,  in  all  its  points,  is  perfect.  But 
we  have  sufficient  evidence  in  the  baldest  statement  of  the  case  to  show  that  the 
civilized  world  will  be  dependent  upon  no  particular  social  or  political  structure, 
call  it  a  republic  or  a  confederacy,  for  the  great  staples  of  intematlnn^  com- 
merce. It  is  well  that  the  delusion  should  be  exploded.  Whether  the  test  is 
applied  at  Shanghai  or  at  Savannah ;  whether  it  be  in  the  exchange  of  teas  for 
calicoes,  or  cotton  for  corduroys ;  it  is  well  that  the  question  should  be  settled 
now,  and  for  all  time,  that  a  political  community,  calling  itself  such,  cannot 
obstruct  the  course  of  commerce,  the  interests  of  civiliaiation,  and  the  progress  of 
the  human  race,  by  making  "  a  tremendous  lever"  for  its  own  selfish  purpose 
of  any  product  of  the  soil.  We  sec  even  in  this  bare  three-years'  experiment 
what  has  come  of  the  ''tremendous  lever"  of  the  confederate  conspirators.  Ita 
application  has  proved  the  social  ruin  of  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
in  the  revolted  States  of  the  Union.  But  its  application  has  not  essentially 
retarded  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  outside  world.  Possibly  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, whose  statesmanship  is  so  loudly  hepraised  on  all  hands,  will  begin  to 
see  this  before  Shennan  h?i3  done  with  Georgia. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1113.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Octohcr  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  16th  of  Sep- 
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iember,  No.  785,  relating  to  the  action  of  the  civil  aathorities  at  Dover,  in  the 
case  of  the  three  men  who  deserted  from  the  United  States  ship  Iroquois,  at  the 
above-named  port,  on  the  13th  ultimo.    Your  proceedings  in  the  matter  are  ap- 
proved.    I  shall  reserve  the  subject  for  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.y  Sfc. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1114.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  7,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  22d  of  September,  No.  786,  has  been  received. 
I  must  doubt  whether  the  full  effect  of  recent  propitious  events  here  has  yet 
been  felt  in  Europe,  if  indeed  the  friends  of  disunion  there  are  still  continuing 
their  agitation  to  distract  America  by  their  disingenuous  counsels  of  peace. 
However  that  may  be,  there  has  not  heretofore  been  #  time  when  such  sinister 
efforts  would  meet  with  more  patriotic  disdain  among  our  countrymen  than  they' 
will  encounter  at  this  moment.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  for  the  sake  of  a  good  and 
friendly  understanding  between  the  two  countries,  that  the  British  nation  does 
not  understand  how  steadily  all  such  efforts  tend  to  wear  away  the  good  will  of 
the  American  people. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  lllB.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  communicate,  for  the  information  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  22d  of  September  from  Mr.  Savage, 
vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  relating  to  recent  opera- 
tions of  slave  traders  in  Cuba. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Savage  to  Mr,  Seward, 
f  Confidential,] 

No.  207.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  September  22,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  Spanish  brig  Yucatan,  Rey,  master,  was  cleared  yesterday  ostensibly 
for  Fernando  Poand  Annobon  (Spanish  possessions  in  Africa)  by  a  Portuguese, 
named  Miranda.  The  cargo  cleared  at  the  custom-house  consists  of  365  packages 
of  provisions,  10  boxes  of  sugar,  315  arrobes  of  coffee,  20  M  cigars,  1  case  of 
Cologne- water,  1  case,  (medicine-chest,)  20  empty  casks,  and  340  pipes  of  rum — 
aguardiente ;  this  may  be  water* 
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I  am  infoimed  that  the  real  person  interested  is  his  excellency  the  post  cap- 
tain, Du  Francisco  Marty  y  Torrens,  and  tliat  the  object  of  the  voyage  is  to 
bring  African  negroes.  Marty  has  not  been  by  any  means  a  stranger  to  this 
kind  of  business  in  the  coarse  of  his  long  life. 

I  am  also  advised  that  a  steamer  with  a  load  of  negroes  is  now  momently 
expected  from  Africa,  under  command  of  the  notorious  slaver  captain,  Eugenio 
Vinas.  The  parties  <;harged  T^ith  the  duty  of  receiving  the  expedition  have 
already  gone  to  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  landed.  It  is  said  that  Don  Jos6 
Carreras  is  the  party  interested,  which  is  quite  probable.  If  this  is  the  case, 
we  may  say  that  the  principal  owners  are  Don  Salvador  Sarnd,  Brigadier  Mu- 
fioz,  &c. 

Should  the  expedition  be  landed  I  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  all  particulars 
connected  therewith  and  send  them  to  the  department. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  SAVAGE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WasMngtan. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1116.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  despatch  of  the  7th  of  July  last.  No.  739,  which  was 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  final  reply  in  regard  to  the  course 

Eursued  by  Mr.  Butterfield  in  the  case  of  Edward  E.  Rich,  I  now  transmit 
erewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  20th  of  September  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  containing  a  statement  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey  in 
regard  to  the  explanations  and  subsequent  conduct  of  Butterfield.  I  will  thank 
yon  to  communicate  to  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs  the  substance  of  these  papers,  in  such  form  and  to  such  an  extent  as  in 
your  judgment  may  be  proper. 

We  are  content  to  let  the  matter  rest,  although  we  cannot  acquiesce  in  the 
decision  which  her  Majesty's  govei'nment  has  made  upon  the  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc,,  ^.,  Ifc. 


Mr.  WeUet  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navv  Department, 

Washington,  September  29j  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo  relative  to  the  case  of  Edward 
P.  Rich,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation, dated  the  21st  instant,  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T.  Bailey. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  qf  tJ^e  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SlaU. 
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Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey  to  Mr,  Welles. 

Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  New  York, 

September  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication* 
dated  August  6,  which  has  just  been  forwarded  to  me  from  Key  West,  at  which 
station  it  arrived  after  my  departure. 

You  enclosed  me  a  copy  of  a  reply  made  by  Mr.  Butterfield,  British  vice- 
consul  at  Key  West,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Archibald,  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
consul  at  New  York,  to  certain  statements  that  I  made  to  the  department  in 
the  case  of  one  Edward  F.  Rich,  an  American  citizen,  and  you  request  from  me 
a  reply  thereto. 

The  pobts  of  agreement  between  my  statement  and  the  counter  statement 
of  Mr.  Butterfield  are  so  marked,  and  the  discrepancies  are  so  immaterial,  that 
any  lengthy  explanation  is  rendered  unnecessary.  I  complained  to  the  depart- 
ment that  Mr.  Butterfield  had  then,  in  the  case  of  Rich,  as  previously  in  the 
case  of  John  Ring,  intervened  between  myself  and  an  American  citizen,  whom 
I  held  a  prisoner,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  him  such  aid  as  lay  in  his  power, 
by  famishing  him  with  a  British  certificate — ^in  other  words,  granting  him 
British  protection.  I  do  not  find  that  Mr.  Butterfield  denies  in  any  way  this 
statement;  on  the  contrary,  I  gather  from  his  reply  the  frank  admission  that  he 
did  grant  the  certificate;  that  it  was  to  an  American  citizen,  in  no  wise  entitled 
thereto,  and  that  he  was  in  error  in  doing  so.  Mr.  Butterfield  then  proceeds  to 
argue  that  this  act  on  his  part  could  not  lead  to  the  consequences  I  attributed 
to  it,  because  a  British  passport  was  not  in  itself  sufficient  to  enable  a  person  to 
pass  out  of  the  harbor  of  Key  West.  I  cannot  consider  this  an  ingenuous  plea. 
Mr.  Butterfield  did  all  that  it  lay  in  his  power  to  do.  He  armed  Rich  with  the 
first  requisite  and  element  of  escape,  a  British  certificate.  I  cannot  see  that 
any  less  responsibility  rests  upon  Mr.  Butterfield,  because  this  act  alone  was 
not  sufficient  to  enable  Rich  to  make  his  escape. 

The  only  other  issues  raised  by  Mr.  Butterfield  are,  as  to  the  precise  date  on 
which  Rich  made  his  escape,  and  whether  or  no  the  vessel  on  which  he  went 
was  owned  by  a  Spaniard;  whether  the  certificate  was  addressed  to  the  Spanish 
consul.  All  these  matters  seem  to  me  to  have  but  little  bearing  upon  the  real 
points  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Butterfield,  perhaps,  is  right  in  saying  that  the  quartermaster  steamer 
Perry  was  the  only  one  that  left  on  the  27th  of  January,  and  that  no  vessel  in 
Key  West  is  owned  by  a  Spaniard.  He  speaks  of  a  vessel  called  the  Aristides 
that  left  on  the  26th  of  January  for  Havana,  with  twenty-eight  passengers. 
Some  eight  months  have  elapsed,  and  I  am  now  distant  from  any  sources  of  in- 
formation, but  I  believe  this  to  have  been  precisely  the  name  of  the  vessel  to 
which  I  intended  to  refer.  She  may  have  left  on  the  26th  of  January,  and  not 
the  27th,  and  her  owner  may  not  be  a  Spaniard. 

1  remember  that  when  I  discovered  that  Rich  had  escaped,  I  sent  for  the 
captain  of  this  schooner,  the  Aristides,  (if  that  be  her  name,)  and  examined  him ; 
he  spoke  broken  English,  and  like  a  Spaniard.  Among  all  the  passengers  that 
he  carried  over  on  the  short  trip  to  Havana,  he  was  not  able  to  give  any  names, 
or  to  individualize  Rich,  but  he  assured  me  that  all  his  passengers  produced  to 
him  passports  before  he  would  receive  them  on  board.  I  had  no  doubt,  from 
what  I  then  gathered  from  the  master  of  the  vessel,  that  Rich  had  passed  him- 
self on  board  by  means  of  his  British  protection.  How  he  managed  to  elude  the 
boarding  officers  from  the  ffuard  schooner,  I  do  not  know,  since,  as  Mr.  Butter- 
field correctly  states,  I  made  it  a  requisite  that  blockade  runners  should  have 
their  passes  to  leave  the  island,  countersigned  by  me  before  they  were  per- 
mitted to  pass  the  guard  vessel.    Finally,  whether  the  certificate  was  addressed 
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to  the  Spanish  consul,  Bcc,  Mr.  Butterfield  Rays  not.  I  rememher  distinctlj 
that  Bich  handed  me  some  sort  of  raemorandam  or  note,  which  I  snpposed  to 
be  for  me ;  on  reading  it,  I  found  that  it  was  a  reqnest  to  the  Spanish  consul  to 
furnish  the  bearer  with  a  passage  to  Havana,  as  he  was  a  British  subject.  I 
cannot  be  mistaken  in  this  matter,  for  I  remember  handing  it  back  to  Rich,  and 
saying >to  him  that  it  was  not  intended  for  me;  that  it  was  addressed  to  the 
Spanish  consul.  Rich  brought  it  in  the  hope  that  I  would  be  influenced  to 
grant  him  also  my  permit  to  leave  the  island,  and  I  distinctly  stated  to  him  then 
that  whatever  consular  paper  he  might  obtain,  I  should  not  grant  him  mj  per- 
mission to  leave. 

With  this  explanation,  I  submit  the  matter  to  the  department  So  far  as  Mr. 
Butterfield  is  concerned,  I  believe  him  to  have  been  deceived  in  regard  to  the 
•nationality  of  Rich,  thougii  I  do  not  think  that  he  took  the  proper  precaution  to 
guard  against  such  deception,  since  the  proofs  of  the  man's  nationality  were 
Ijing  patent  before  him,  on  the  files  of  the  court,  and  in  the  very  register  of  the 
vessel  in  which  he  was  captured,  where  it  would  be  supposed  that  any  consul 
would,  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  caution,  have  at  once  looked.  That  Mr. 
Butterfield  should  have  so  readily  granted  a  British  certificate  to  a  master  of 
an  American  vessel,  who  was  prima  facte  from  that  very  fact  an  American, 
was,  I  confess,  a  matter  of  considerable  surprise  to  me,  and  1  was  apprehensive 
that  such  incautiousness,  if  persisted  in,  might  lead  to  trouble  in  the  future.  It 
was  in  this  view  that  I  called  the  case  to  the  attention  of  the  department. 

So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  am  quite  content  tnat  the  matter 
should  rest  where  it  is.  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Butterfield  to  have  been  animated 
by  any  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  ia 
proper  to  state  that  since  this  matter  has  been  brought  to  his  attention,  he  has 
consulted  with  me  as  to  the  grounds  I  had  for  believing  prisoners  taken  by  me, 
to  whom  I  had  refused  passes,  to  be  Americans,  before  granting  to  them  his  pro- 
tection and  certificate.  Should  this  course  be  continued  there  is  no  reason  to 
apprehend  any  future  difficulty  from  like  errors. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com*g  E,  G,  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  61DBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1117.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  of  the  14th  of  September  from  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  which  is  accom- 
panied by  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  of  Brent  Johnston,  a  seaman,  who  was  on  board 
of  the  Alabama  from  the  time  of  her  departure  from  Livepool  until  she  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  Kearsarge.  I  hope  that  you  have  given  this  subject  all  needinl 
attention. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAJi  H.  SEWARD. 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  ifc.,  4^.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Ko.  351.]  United  Statks  Consul  \tb, 

Liverpool^  September  14,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  additional  information,  showing 
the  connexion  hetween  the  yacht  DeerLoand  and  the  Alabama,  at  the  time  of 
the  fight  with  the  Kearsarge,  off  Cherbourg.  It  ifi  an  affidavit  of  Brent  John- 
ston, a  very  intelligent  seaman,  who  was  on  the  Alabama  from  the  time  she 
sailed  from  Liverpool  until  she  sunk,  and  who  was  one  of  those  saved  on  the 
Deerhound.  He  swears  positively  that  Mr.  Lancaster,  the  owner,  was  on 
board  the  Alabama  on  the  Friday  before  the  fight,  and  that  Captain  Sinclair 
was  there  on  Sunday  morning.  He  also  states  that  sixty-five  of  the  chronom- 
eters were  taken  to  the  yacht  Hornet  the  evening  before  the  fight  This  yacht 
was  an  English  sailing  yacht.  His  information  is  that  they  were  all  landed  at 
Southampton,  and  taken  to  London. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Brent  Johnston,  of  Barnstable,  England,  mariner,  being  sworn,  says : 
I  shipped  on  the  Alabama  in  Birkenhead,  in  July,  1862.  I  shipped  on  the 
28th,  and  we  sailed  on  the  29th.  I  shipped  as  a  seaman.  1  did  not  then  know 
what  she  was,  and  thought  she  was  going  to  Nassau.  I  reshipped  at  Terceira 
as  boatswain's  mate.  I  was  afterwards  disrated  by  court-martial.  At  Singapore 
I  was  made  quarteimaster,  and  remained  so  until  I  was  paid  off  at  Southampton; 
after  the  Alabama  was  sunk.  We  arrived  at  Cherbourg  on  •a  Monday,  the 
Monday  before  the  fight.  I  remember  the  yacht  Deerhound  arriving  at  Cher- 
bourg ;  she  arrived  either  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  evening,  between  seven 
and  eight.  There  were  other  yachts  at  Cherbourg,  but  she  was  the  only  steam 
yacht.  The  others  were  the  Hornet,  the  Pearl,  and  another  cutter,  the  name  of 
which  I  did  not  know.  People  from  all  the  yachts  visited  the  Alabama.  Mr. 
Lancaster,  with  his  wife  and  family,  from  the  Deerhound,  was  on  board  on  the 
Friday.  I  was  quartermaster  on  watch  when  be  came.  He  came  in  his  own 
boat.  I  did  not  know  his  name  at  that  time,  but  I  was  told  by  the  boat's  crew 
that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound.  The  men  in  the  boat  which  brought 
him  had  Deerhound  in  gilt  letters  on  their  hats.  I  was  saved  by  the  Deerhound 
and  knew  Mr.  Lancaster  again  as  soon  as  I  saw  him,  and  recognized  him  as  the 
same  I  had  seen  on  board  the  Alabama.  I  only  saw  him  once  on  board  the 
Alabama.  He  was  on  board  about  an  hour.  He  went  all  over  the  ship,  fie 
was  in  the  cabin.  Captain  Semmes  was  on  board  at  the  time.  I  know  that 
Mr.  Lancaster  and  his  family  were  in  the  cabin  with  Captain  Semmes  for  about 
ten  minutes.  I  know  it  because  I  went  below  to  ask  if  they  could  come  down. 
The  officer  of  the  deck  sent  me  below  to  ask  if  Captain  Semmes  was  disengaged, 
as  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  was  on  board.  Captain  Semmes  replied^  '*  Show 
the  gentry  down."  The  captain  of  the  Deerhound  had  been  on  board  before 
that  The  Deerhound  was  anchored  about  600  yards  from  the  Alabama. 
Captain  Semmes  was  not  ashore  at  Cherbourg.  Captain  Sinclair  was  on  board 
the  Alabama  on  Sunday  morning.  He  came  about  half-past  nine.  He  did  not 
stop  long.  Captain  Sinclair's  son  was  in  Cherbourg  and  wanted  to  get  on  board, 
but  was  not  allowed  by  the  authorities.  r!aptain  Sinclair  came  in  a  shore  boat 
which  waited  for  him.  The  Deerhound  g^.  under  way  before  us ;  she  appeared 
to  steam  out  of  the  harbor,  but  came  back,  and  inside  of  the  Alabama,  then 
went  round  the  starboard,  and  then  went  out.     She  did  not  come  very  near  us 
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when  she  came  round  again — ^not  so  near  as  she  had  been  before  she  got  under 
way.  There  was  no  communication  with  her;  she  was  not  near  enough  for 
that.  There  was  no  signal  or  anything  of  that  sort  We  did  not  go  out  of  the 
same  entrance  that  she  did.  She  went  out  of  the  east  entrance,  and  the  Alabama 
went  out  of  the  west  entrance.  We  were  better  than  an  hour  after  her.  I  did 
not  notice  the  Deerhound  after  she  went  out  until  after  the  fight.  I  should  have 
noticed  her  if  she  had  been  near  us.  It  must  have  been  a  good  half  hour  after 
the  last  shot  was  fired  before  the  Deerhound  came  up  to  us.  I  was  saved  by 
swimming  to  the  Deerhound.  Mr.  Lancaster  assisted  me  on  board.  I  was  the 
first  on  board.  Captain  Semmes  was  brought  in  one  of  the  Deerhound's  boats 
about  seven  or  ten  minutes  after.  I  did  not  see  him  come.  I  did  not  see  him 
for  an  hour  afterwards.  I  was  told  of  his  being  brought.  The  Deerhound  laid 
there  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  more  after  Captain  Semmes  came  aboard 
before  she  steamed  away.  She  steamed  straight  to  Cowes,  and  then  to  South- 
ampton, where  she  landed  all  but  myself  and  another  the  same  night  about  ten 
o^clock.  I  left  her  about  half-past  six  on  the  next  morning,  Monday.  I  don't 
think  there  was  any  arrangement  between  Captain  Semmes  and  the  Deerhound. 
I  think  Captain  Semmes  was  certain  he  should  beat  the  Kearsarge.  I  received 
a  splinter  through  my  foot,  and  some  others  light  wounds,  during  the  fight.  I 
have  been  in  five  other  engagements.  I  was  in  the  Crimean  war,  and  I  was 
over  three  months  with  Garibaldi.     I  was  with  him  at  the  taking  of  Palermo. 

On  Saturday  evening  before  we  came  out  I  assisted  to  pass  chronometers 
from  th^  Alabama  into  a  boat  from  the  yacht  Hornet.  The  boat  came  twice 
and  took  65  chronometers.  At  Southampton  I  lodged  at  the  house  of  one  of 
the  crew  of  the  Hornet,  named  John  Williams,  and  when  I  received  part  of  my 
pay  I  went  to  see  him  at  Gravesend.  The  Hornet  was  then  there.  That  would 
be  on  the  Thursday  after  the  fight.  Williams  told  me  the  chronometers  had 
just  been  landed.  I  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  officers  since  I  came 
here  that  they  were  all  taken  to  London,  and  sold. 

BRENT  JOHNSTON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  thirteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- four,  before  me. 

A.  T.  SQUAEEY, 
A  Commisiianer  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery t  in  England, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1118.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 

Sib  :  The  enemy,  on  the  7th  instant,  attacked  our  cavalry  on  the  right,  in  its 
advanced  position  on  the  northern  side  of  the  James,  dislodged  them,  and  cap- 
tured two  batteries  of  artillery.  Major  General  Bimey  coming  up  with  an  ade- 
quate force,  repelled  the  assaults  with  severe  loss,  and  recovered  the  position, 
which  he  still  holds,  within  four  miles  of  Richmond.  No  change  has  occurred 
on  the  left  of  our  line  fronting  Petersburg. 

In  Georgia,  the  enemy,  under  command  of  Hood,  have  marched  northward, 
intending  to  flank  the  army  of  the  Cumberland.  Forrest  co-operates  with  Hood. 
Thus  far  the  enemy  have  gained  no  advantages,  and  Major  General  Sherman 
writes  without  apprehension  of  danger. 

The  enemy's  forces,  which  repulsed  General  Banks  on  the  Red  river,  have 
advanced,  under  Price,  into  Missouri.     Major  General  Mower  has  gone  up  the 
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Mississippi  from  Memphis  to  re-enforce  Major  General  Rosecranz.  Major  General 
Steele  is  reported  to  be  moving  up  behind  the  enemy's  column.     But  the  plans  of 
the  belligerents  are  not  yet  developed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  rfc,  c§c.,  £^c. 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


3fr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1120.]  Dbpartment  of  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  recent  correspondence  between  this  department 
and  Mr.  Burnley,  her  Majesty's  chargd  d'affaires,  in  regard  to  an  increase  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  States  on  the  lakes  for  the  present.     I  will  thank  you 
to  make  the  needful  explanations  to  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


list  of  papers. 


From  Lord  Lyons  to  department,  4th  August,  1 864. 

Reply  of  5th  August,  1864, 

To  Mr.  Burnley,  26th  September,  1864. 

From  Mr.  Burnley  in  reply,  28th  September,  1864. 

I  They  are  published  in  their  proper  places  as  originals.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1124.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
29th  of  September,  No.  770,  which  gives  me  the  preliminary  proof  copies  of  an 
appeal  for  peace  on  the  basis  of  disunion,  that  is  to  be  signed  by  Englishmen 
in  the  name  of  the  British  nation,  and  is  to  be  addressed  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  pains  you  have  taken  to  establish  the  important 
fact  that  this  new  plot  against  the  United  States  has  for  its  authors  the  emis- 
saries from  this  country,  who  just  now  seem  to  be  very  welcome  guests  in  Brit- 
ish society.  The  projected  appeal  is  only  a  new  instrument  employed  by  the 
insurgents  in  their  attempt  to  influence  and  determine  in  their  interest  the  now 
pending  national  elections.  As  such  it  is  in  effect  a  precious  confession  that, 
notwitstanding  the  pretensions  of  the  insurgents  to  be  a  foreign  power,  they  are 
actually  seeking  to  secure  an  administration  of  this  paternal  government  which 
would  be  more  tolerant  of  their  treason  than  the  administration  which  they  have 
failed  to  overthrow  by  force.  Happily  the  American  people  are  just  now  well 
awakened  to  the  importance  of  persevering  in  their  hitherto  inflexible  policy  of  na- 
tional unity  and  sovereignty.  The  proposed  address  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  if 
it  shall  ultimately  reach  this  country,  will  justly  be  deemed  intrusive  and  offen- 
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eive,  and  thus  its  effect  will  be  the  very  opposite  of  its  design,  while  it  will 
unavoidably  increase  the  unfriendliness  with  which  a  considerable  portion  of 
our  people  have  reluctantly  come  to  regard  the  British  nation.  That  nation 
will  find  in  these  results  a  new  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  old  maxirn^  that  revo- 
lutionary emigrants  are  bad  advisers. 

I  have  read  with  much  satisfaction  the  paper  which  has  been  issued  by  the 
ever  vigilant  friends  of  freedom  and  humanity  in  Manchester. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^t;.,  i^c. 


Mr,  Moran  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  14,- 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  by  Mr.  Adams's  direction,  for 
transmission  to  the  President,  a  copy  of  resolutions  passed  at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society  of  Manchester,  on  the  subject  of  the 
pending  presidential  contest  in  the  United  States.  This  document  was  recttved 
last  week,  but  too  late  to  go  by  the  despatch  bag  of  Friday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MORAN, 

tkcretary  of  Legation, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Resolutions  of  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society  on  the  Presidential  con- 
test in  America, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  Union  and  Emancipation  Society  of 
Manchester,  held  on  the  4th  October,  1864,  the  following  resolutions  were 
moved  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Barker,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  0.  Edwards,  and  unanimously 
passed : 

Ist.  That  this  Executive,  in  view  of  the  vast  issues  and  great  principles  in- 
volved in  the  coming  contest  for  the  election  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States,  feel  bound  to  express  to  their  brethren  in  America  their  deep  sympathy 
with  them  in  their  heroic  endurance,  while  passing  through  the  fiery  furnace  of 
a  terrible  war — a  war  to  maintain  constitutional  government  and  to  insure  to 
to  all  people,  of  whatever  color  or  clime,  who  dwell  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  republic,  the  right  to  life,  to  liberty,  and  to  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

2d.  That  this  Executive,  having  watched  with  intense  anxiety  the  conduct  and 
proceedings  of  those  who  are  identified  with  the  cause  of  freedom,  as  well  for 
the  white  free  people  of  the  free  States  as  for  the  black,  entertain  a  profound 
conviction  that  the  cause  of  liberty,  justice,  and  good  government  will  be  most 
certainly  secured  and  most  speedily  attained  by  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 
who  by  his  many  acts  and  declarations,  under  circumstances  of  unparalleled 
difficulty,  has  shown  himself  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  every  loyal  American, 
and  of  the  esteem  of  every  lover  of  human  freedom. 

3d.  That  this  Executive  feel  that  they  are  entitled  to  record  a  distinct  and 
special  expression  of  their  sentiments,  seeing  that  the  agents  in  this  country  of 
the  slaveholding  rebel  confederacy  are  obtaining  adhesions  to  a  so-called  '*  Ap- 
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peol  for  Peace  in  America,''  in  which  it  is  falsely  represented  that  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  look  upon  the  cause  of  the  north  as  "  hopeless  ;** 
the  real  object  of  the  appeal  being  to  instigate  the  American  people  to  acts  of 
disloyalty  towards  their  country,  and  treason  towards  their  Constitution,  and 
thereby  do  dishonor  to  themselves  and  to  humanity. 

4th.  That  this  Executive  having  carefully  scrutinized  the  expressed  opin- 
ioDS  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  feel  fully  convinced  that  the  intelligent, 
Lonest-minded,  and  liberty-loving  of  all  classes  of  socity,  but  especially  the  in- 
dustrial, most  heai*tily  desire  and  long  for  the  permanent  establishment  of  the 
republic  on  those  bases  which  alone  can  insure  real  prosperity  and  true  great- 
ness, viz :  free  government,  a  free  press,  free  schools,  and  free  labor. 

5th.  That  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  thousands  whom  they  officially 
represent,  and  of  the  millions  who  are  sympathetically  allied  with  them  in  spirit 
and  aim,  the  Executive  take  this  opportunity  of  urging,  earnestly  and  hope- 
fully, upon  the  President,  his  cabinet,  the  Congress,  and  the  American 
people,  in  this  the  time  of  their  national  crisis,  to  declare  in  unmistakable  terms, 
in  the  spidt  of  patriotism  and  of  true  Christian  manhood,  that  the  Union  shall 
be  preserved  intact ;  that  the  wicked  rebellion  shall  be  crushed  ;  that  by  force 
of  the  national  will,  constitutionally  expressed,  slavery,  the  guilty  and  loath- 
some cause  of  rebellion,  shall  be  utterly  destroyed,  and  forever  outlawed  ;  and 
that  the  ever-blessed  era  of  peace  shall  inaugurate  the  reign  of  justice  and  equal 
ri^ts  under  the  law,  and  of  perfect  freedom  to  every  human  being  within  the 
great  republic. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Executive. 

JOHN  H.  ESTCOURT,  Chairman. 
SAM'L  WATTS,  Jr  ,  Treasurer. 
JOHN  C.  EDWARDS,  >  rr-      o,^, 

ED  WD.  OWEN  GREENIEG,  )  ^^'  ^^^*' 

Manchjsstbb,  51  Piccadilly,  October  4,  1864. 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
ITnited  States,  on  the  approaching  presidential  election,  just  issued  by  the 
Union  and  Emancipation  Society  of  Glasgow,  and  received  at  this  legation  this 
morning  from  the  secretary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN JAMIN  MORAN, 

Secretary  of  Legation. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingfonf  D.  C. 


Td  the  People  of  the  United  States  of  America^  from  the  Executive  of  the  Glasgow  Union  and 

Emancipation  Societff  : 

American  Citizens  :  The  protracted  atid  sanguinary  struggle  in  which  you 
are  engaged  has  excited  our  profoundest  sympathy.  We  regard  that  struggle 
as  a  contest  between  constitutional  government  and  human  freedom  on  the  one 
hand,  anarchy  and  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  slavery  on  the  other.  We 
watched  with  intense  satisfaction  the  patriotic  efforts  of  your  present  adminis- 
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tration  to  maintain  the  Union,  and,  by  the  adoption  of  a  restrictive  and  sup- 
pressive policy,  to  foster  the  growth  of  sound  anti- slavery  sentiments  throughont 
your  continent. 

You  are  now  approaching  the  crisis  of  this  terrible  contest — ^the  result  of 
which  depends  not  more  on  the  valor  of  your  arms  as  soldiers,  than  on  the 
wisdom  of  your  votes  as  citizens.  The  gravest  issues  are  involved  in  the  fidelity 
with  which  you  are  about  to  exercise  your  electoral  rights.  The  fate  of  millions 
is  in  your  hands.  Already  you  have  evinced  to  the  world  your  hatred  of  the 
black  spot  of  slavery,  which  defaces  your  escutcheon.  The  programme  of  your 
present  administration  guarantees  its  extinction.  Bally  round  that  administra- 
tion by  giving  your  undivided  support  to  those  who,  while  acting  loyally  within 
the  limits  which  your  Constitution  prescribes,  have  shown  themselves  to  be  at 
heart  the  consistent  friends  of  freedom. 

Under  their  guidance,  you  have  taken  your  stand  on  the  bases  of  liberty  and 
social  progress,  against  brute  force  aud  lawlessness ;  you  have  successfully 
resisted  a  selfish  and  retrograde  conspiracy  to  revive  the  dark  ages  on  western 
soil.  You  have  been  led  from  defeat  to  victory,  through  self-sacrifice  and  suffer- 
ing, the  predestined  expiators  of  national  guilt,  to  the  threshold  of  a  nobler 
national  life.  In  their  service  your  black  countrymen  have  fought,  laying  down 
their  lives  on  the  altar  of  the  freedom  of  their  race,  and  vindicating  their  brother- 
hood on  the  fields  where  you  and  they  have  bled  together.  Hold  fast  by  those 
who  have  well  established  a  claim  to  your  confidence;  the  only  pilots  who  can 
carry  the  ship  of  your  state  safely  through  the  storm. 

Compromise  should  have  no  place  in  a  death-grapple  of  right  and  wrong.  It 
is  the  word  of  the  faint-hearted,  whose  policy  has  ever  been  fatal  to  patriotism  ; 
the  cold  breath  of  self-interest,  damping  the  ardor  of  nations  aroused  to  a  com- 
prehension of  their  cause.  But  such  a  compromise  as  that  wbich  your  demo- 
cratic party  advocates  would  re-enslave  thousands  of  your  most  valiant  warriors, 
and  lay  the  spoils  of  conquest  at  the  feet  of  your  conquered  adversaries.  Were 
such  to  be  the  upshot  of  your  manly  protest,  of  your  four  years'  weary  war,  of 
your  lavish  offering  of  life  and  treasure,  the  voice  of  all  free  peoples,  and  the 
blood  of  myriads  slaughtered  in  vain,  would  cry  out  against  your  stupendous 
folly.  For  to  what  end  has  this  blood  and  treasure  been  poured  forth  like  water, 
if  not  for  an  end  worth  all  the  cost,  the  crushing  of  a  traitorous  slave  oligarchy, 
desperately  bent  on  the  overthrow  of  free  institutions?  The  game  of  this 
treason  is  nearly  played  out,  and  your  enemy,  baffled  and  hemmed  in  on  every 
side,  only  struggles  to  conceal  his  weakness  in  order  to  impose  on  your  credulity. 

Are  you  in  earnest  to  maintain  the  Union  in  its  integrity,  and  to  hand  down 
to  your  children  an  unscathed  inheritance  ?  Support  the  administration  which 
has  pledged  itself  to  that  result.  Are  you  resolved  to  suppress  this  rebellion  t 
Re-elect  the  President  whose  chosen  chiefs  are  leading  your  chosen  armies  within 
the  walls  of  the  confederate  cities,  and  whose  principles  and  policy  can  alone 
save  the  nation. 

An  armistice !  For  what  ?  That  the  slaveholders  may  cajole  you  into  a 
truce,  and  from  a  truce  to  a  treaty,  and  from  a  treaty  to  a  recognition  of  their 
triumph,  and  a  confession  of  your  defeat.  Are  you  prepared  for  this  t  The 
platform  which  proposes  a  ''  cessation  of  hostilities,  with  a  view  to  an  ultimate 
convention,"  is  at  this  moment  the  worst  enemy  that  you  have  to  dread.  It  bids 
you  hold  your  hand  when  the  plough  is  fairly  among  the  furrows ;  it  bids  vou 
do  what  the  rebels  hope,  and  abstain  from  doing  what  they  fear.  Let  them  first 
beg  for  an  armistice  aud  become  your  suitors  for  a  cessation.  Then  we  shall 
look  to  you  to  tell  them  that  their  overtures  can  only  be  entertained  on  terms  of 
unconditional  surrender;  that  the  time  for  half  measures  had  gone  by,  and  its 
memory  is  blotted  out  in  the  red  floods  which  flow  directly  from  their  doors. 

The  present  revolt  is  subversive  of  your  great  republic.  While  "  slavery  is 
the  sum  of  all  villanies,"  to  make  a  compromise  with  either  would  be  an  attempt 
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to  be  stronger  than  God,  and  wiser  than  the  Providence  by  which  He  rules  the 
world.  Citizens,  the  die  is  cast ;  continue  in  armor,  faithful  to  the  awful  trust 
conunitted  to  jour  care,  assured  that»  to  nations  as  to  men,  the  path  of  dutj  is 
the  way  to  glory. 

The  crisis  is  come.     Be  steadfast,  unanimous,  faithful.     Re-elect  your  Presi- 
dent, a  wise  ruler,  and  an  honest  patriot ;  one  who  has  sworn,  ''  come  what  will, 
to  keep  faith  with  friend  and  foe ;"  that  under  his  auspices  a  new  and  loftier  era 
of  American  civilization  may  be  inaugurated.     Be  strong  in  this  the  hour  of  * 
trial ;  quit  you  like  men,  and  mav  God  defend  the  right. 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  executive. 

JAMES  SMITH.  Chairman. 

Offices  of  the  Glasgow  Union  and  Emancipation  Society,  Forsyth's  "  Cobden" 
Hotel,  Glasgow,  October  11,  1864. 


Mr.  Setcard  lo  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1126.]  Department  op  State, 

Waihifigton,  October  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
29th  of  September  last,  No.  789,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  Earl  Bus- 
sell's  answer  to  the  representation  concerning  the  intervention  of  the  Deerhound 
\tL  the  naval  battle  which  occurred  oiF  Cherbourg  between  the  United  States 
ship-of-war  Kearsarge  and  the  pirate  Alabama. 

That  paper  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  I  am  charged  to  inform 
you  that  after  a  careM  consideration  of  the  same,  this  government  thinks  itsell 
entitled  to  adhere  to  the  several  positions  it  has  heretofore  assumed  in  regard  to 
that  painful  transaction,  as  those  positions  have  been  made  known  by  you  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 

In  communicating  this  conclusion  to  Earl  Russell  you  will  express  to  him  the 
President's  concern  at  our  failure  thus  far  in  the  efforts  we  have  made  to  avert 
a  misunderstanding  between  the  two  countries  upon  a  point  which  the  American 
people  have  come  to  regard  as  seriously  affecting  their  national  honor  and  dig- 
nity. • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

CnABLBS  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^ir.,  i^. 


yir.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1127.J  Department  of  State, 

IVashington,  October  17,  1864. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  despatch  of  the  16th  ultimo.  No.  785,  relative  to  the 
escape  of  three  deserters  from  the  United  States  steamer  Iroquois  while  anchored 
near  Dover,  England,  I  transmit  in  reply  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  in  reference  to  this  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAIID. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.,  ^c. 
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Mr,  Wdles  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Navy  Department, 

Washington^  October  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  enclosing 
a  despatch  from  Mr.  Adams,  in  relation  to  the  course  pursued  hj  the  civil  au- 
thorities at  Dover,  in  liberating  seamen  who  had  deserted  from  the  United  States 
ship  Iroquois. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  authorities  at  Dover  will  necessarily  be  recipro- 
cated, and  in  that  event  relieve  us  from  great  and  constant  applications  in  regard 
to  seamen  who  have  or  may  come  among  us.     In  compliance  with  your  request 
the  despatch  and  accompaniments  are  herewith  returned. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  tStaXe. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1128.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  defeat  of  the  insurgents  in  Georgia,  crowned  by  the  capture  of  At- 
lanta, seems  to  have  worked  a  change  in  their  plan  of  operations.  Hood  moved 
his  forces  forward,  with  the  co-operation  of  Wheeler  and  Forrest,  to  break  Major 
General  Sherman's  communications  with  his  base  at  Nashville.  That  com- 
mander, who  was  well  understood  here  to  be  exercising  his  usual  vigilance,  now 
reports  that  Hood,  after  having  struck  the  railroad  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dalton 
and  Resaca,  has  fallen  back  before  our  forces,  and  without  accepting  battle  has 
abandoned  his  projected  plan  of  operations.  The  communications  have  not  been 
seriously  impaired.  Hood's  retreat  is  understood  to  be  in  a  southwesterly  direc- 
tion. 

Major  General  Sheridan,  on  the  7th  of  October,  began  a  withdrawal  of  hta 
forces  from  Port  Republic  down  the  Shenandoah  valley  towards  Front  Royal. 
On  the  8th,  a  large  force  of  insurgent  cavalry  attacked  his  rear;  a  battle  ensued, 
which  resulted  in  a  decisive  victory  in  our  favor.  We  captured  eleven  guns 
with  complete  equipment,  and  also  three  hundred  prisoners.  In  the  whole, 
thirty-six  guns  have  been  taken  from  Early's  army,  which  is  believed  to  be 
more  than  half  of  its  complement  of  artillery.  Major  General  Sheridan  destroyed 
the  supplies  of  food  and  forage  throughout  the  whole  valley,  and  he  is  now  coming 
into  direct  communication  by  railroad  with  Washington.  Just  now  he  reports  that 
the  insurgent  army  in  the  valley  is  understood  to  have  passed  under  the  command 
of  Longstroet,  and  that  on  the  15th  it  reappeared  in  our  front  near  Strasburg. 
Major  General  Crook  being  in  the  advance  of  Sheridan's  forces,  assaulted,  broke 
and  dispersed  the  enemy,  and  ho  is  understood  to  be  retiring  far  up  the  valley. 

The  defeat  of  Early  was  followed  by  new  guerilla  attacks  on  our  military 
lines.  A  train  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  was  intercepted  by  the  out- 
law ^Foscby  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  Martinsburg.  On  the  16th,  Moseby's 
cnmp  in  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  was  surprised  and  his  artillery  was  captured, 
together  with  several  prisoners. 

The  enemy's  manoeuvres  in  Missouri  are  not  yet  fully  developed,  but  our  re- 
ports from  that  quarter  are  not  unsatisfactory. 

State  elections  were  held  last  week  in  Indiana,  Ohio,  PeniiBylvania,aiid  Mary- 
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land.  In  the  two  former  States  the  results  were  conspicuously  favorable  to  the 
Union  cause.  Some  doubt  hangs  on  the  result  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
but  our  latest  information  induces  a  belief  that  these  States  also  have  given  their 
support  to  the  administration.  If  this  shall  prove  true  of  Maryland  the  effect 
will  be  of  great  value,  as  the  successful  vote  ratifies  the  n^w  constitution,  which 
abolishes  slavery  in  that  State. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  8fc.,  ifc. 

[The  same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


ITo.  1130.]  *  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  department  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
enlistment  of  several  thousand  Poles  for  the  insurgent  military  service,  and  to 
arrangements  effected  to  run  them  through  the  blockade.  I  transmit  for  your 
perusal  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  7th  instant  fi-om  the  United  States 
consul  at  Halifax  relative  to  this  matter,  and  will  thank  you  to  exercise  your 
accustomed  vigilance  in  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  consummation  of  the  scheme, 
and  in  reporting  any  information  on  the  subject  which  you  may  obtain. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Setoard. 

No.  132.J  Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

At  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  October  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  duplicate  extracts  taken  from  a 
Halifax  paper,  (the  Acadian  Recorder,)  in  relation  to  the  enlistment  of  several 
thousand  Poles  in  the  confederate  service,  and  the  arrangements  in  contempla- 
tion for  transporting  them  to  the  Confederate  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Consul, 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


I  Extracts  from  the  Halifax  Acadian  Recorder,  October?,  1864.] 

"Aid  por  the  south. — The  Charleston  Courier  of  the  23d  ultimo  remarks  i 
•**An  agreement  has  been  effected  between  the  rebel  government  and  a  com- 
missioner representing  a  certain  European  population,  by  which  30,000  soldiers 
will  be  added  to  the  rebel  armies.  The  consideration  is  a  grant  of  lands,  but 
where  these  lands  are  located  is  much  in  doubt.  It  is  intimated  that  they  will 
come  from  Poland. ' 

••  We  were  informed  some  months  since  that  such  an  arrangement  was  about 
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being  made,  and  that  40,000  Poles  would,  in  all  probability,  soon  be  added  to 
the  army  of  the  confederacy.  The  appeal  of  the  Polish  delegation,  published  in 
the  Wilmington  papers,  subsequently  confirmed  this.  We  have  since  been  told 
that  the  confederate  government  have  given  orders  for  the  completion  of  some 
fifty  swift  steamers  in  England,  similar  to  the  Colonel  Lamb,  now  in  port,  in 
order  to  bring  those  foreigners  to  the  south,  through  the  blockade." 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  798.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  connexion  with  my  despatch  No.  785,  of  the  16th  of  September,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  of  Lord  Bussell,  dated  the  Slst 
September  and  7th  of  this  month,  in  answer  to  my  representation  as  to  the  lii>- 
eration  of  the  deserters  from  the  United  States  ship  Iroquois. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  pervant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  September  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  relative  to  the  desertion,  at  Dover,  of  three  seamen  from  the  United 
States  ship  Iroquois,  and  to  inform  you  that  your  communication  shall  be  con- 
sidered by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc„  ^. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  October  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  2l8t  ultimo  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you,  in  reply  to  the  representation  which  you  made  to  me  on  the  16th  of 
last  month  respecting  the  desertion,  at  Dover,  of  three  seamen  belonging  to  the 
United  States  ship  Iroquois,  that  there  is  no  law  in  force  in  this  country  by 
which  these  deserters  could  be  given  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  meet  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sft. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  796.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department, 
numbered  from  1108  to  1111,  hiclnsiye,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Secre* 
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tary  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  copy  of  the  Political  History  of  the  Rebellion,  by 
Mr.  Mcpherson. 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  No.  1109,  of  the  3d  of  October, 
I  have  caused  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  librarian  of  Congress  enclosed  in  it  to 
be  sent  to  Mr.  Panizzi,  of  the  British  Museum. 

There  is  little  to  note  in  the  record  of  passing  events  for  the  last  week.  The 
efforts  to  despatch  vessels  and  arms  to  the  rebels  continue  unabated,  and  there 
are  constant  rumors  of  projects  to  fit  out  ships-of-war.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  experience  has  shown  so  little  to  be  gained  by  any  adventure  of  the  kind, 
in  compensation  for  the  heavy  outlay,  that  I  much  doubt  whether  the  energies 
of  the  managers  will  be  bent  in  that  direction.  The  greater  probability  is  of 
Bome  attempt  at  concentration  in  force  at  Wilmington,  in  order,  if  possible,  to 
keep  open  the  only  remaining  avenue  for  their  supplies.  Perhaps  some  collat- 
eral aid  may  be  hoped  for  from  occasional  predatory  cruisers  from  that  port. 

I  perceive  that  great  efforts  have  been  made  at  Liverpool  to  raise  money  for 
the  assistance  of  the  rebels  byway  of  a  fair,  or  bazaar.  The  names  of  several 
ladies  of  the  nobility,  both  French  and  English,  are  published  as  patronesses. 
It  is  not  unnatural  that  a  privileged  class  here  should  endeavor  to  contribute 
aid  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  those  who  are  contending  in  America  to  main- 
tain ill-gotten  rights  over  their  fellow-men.  The  object  is  declared  to  be  purely 
charitable.  In  my  view,  the  better  charity  is  that  initiated  by  a  wholly  differ- 
ent set  of  persons  in  this  country,  to  aid  those  in  the  same  region  who  are  suf- 
fering from  their  efforts  to  escape  from  oppression.  Sympathy  with  slaves  has 
ceased  to  be  the  fashion  in  Great  Britain  ever  since  slavery  has  ceased  to  be  a 
pretext  for  reproach  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretarj/  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 


No.  1131.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  Yomr  despatch  of  the  6th  of  October,  No. '792,  has  been  received,  and 
I  give  you  my  thanks  for  the  light  which  it  throws  upon  the  course  of  the 
cotton  market  in  Europe,  and  its  influence  upon  the  fortunes  of  the  insurrection. 
To  impatient  minds  our  civil  war  seems  slow  in  giving  its  great  instructions. 
But  when  received  they  are  full  of  wisdom.  The  lever  of  the  cotton  supply 
is  breaking  in  the  hands  of  the  slaveholders.  Even  before  that  consummation 
is  reached  the  market  for  slaves  becomes  stagnant,  and  Maryland  therefore 
abolishes  slavery.  In  view  of  these  facts,  how  can  sincere  friends  of  humanity 
in  any  part  of  the  world  misunderstand  our  policy  in  removing  slavery  through 
the  operation  of  war  in  defence  of  the  Union,  instead  of  hazarding  the  Union 
itself  in  a  mere  partisan  political  crusade  against  slavery  ? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  8fc.,  8fc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanu, 


No.  1135.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  1864. 

Sir  ;  The  marked  military  event  of  the  last  week  was  the  battle  of  Cedar 
22  c  • 
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creek,  in  tbe  Shenandoali  vallej,  on  the  19th  instant.  It  began  daring  Gen- 
eral Sheridan's  absence  from  his  command  on  a  visit  to  the  War  Department 
here.  Longstreet  had  been  re-enforced  by  12,000  men.  He  surprised  and  as- 
saulted Sheridan's  armj  in  its  camp  near  Strasburg  at  the  break  of  day,  brokt 
and  pushed  it  back  four  miles,  with  a  capture  of  800  or  1,000  men  and  twenty- 
four  guns.  Sheridan  was  returning  to  the  army,  and  at  Winchester  met  the 
news  of  this  disaster.  He  pushed  rapidly  forward,  reorganized  his  columns, 
and  establshed  a  new  and  perfect  Hue  of  battle,  attacked  the  enemy,  in  three 
hours  turned  the  defeat  into  a  victory,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  through 
Strasburg  to  Mount  Jackson,  routing  them  and  putting  them  to  flight  in  all 
directions,  so  that  they  had  not  an  organized  regiment  left  on  arriving  at  that 
place.  Sheridan  took  back  the  twenty-four  guns  which  had  been  lost,  adding 
twenty-nine  to  the  number,  and  captured  2,000  prisoners,  with  10  battle  flags. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  on  the  20th,  with  the  capture  of  a  large  quantity  of 
small-arms  and  much  camp  equipage,  including  300  wagons. 

I  know  not  whether  it  is  that  hope  is  derived  or  is  affected  to  be  derived  by 
the  insurgents  from  excitement  of  the  political  canva^  in  the  loyal  States,  or 
from  what  other  cause — the  fact,  however,  is  observed  that  the  enemy  affect  to  bo 
confident  of  some  new  and  great  success.  On  the  other  hand,  telegmphic  com- 
munication is  re-established  through  General  Sherman's  line  to  Atlanta.  The 
enemy  is  in  retreat  before  him,  and  the  military  situation  there  is  regarded  as 
satisfactory  and  cheering.  The  invaders  of  Missouri  are  falling  back  before 
General  Ilosecrans,  and  endeavoring  to  escape  the  pursuit  of  General  Steele. 
The  situation  at  Richmond  remains  unchanged.  The  election  in  Maryland  has 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution,  which  raises  eighty  thousand 
slaves  to  the  condition  of  freemen. 

A  letter  from  the  pretended  governor  of  Louisiana,  which  has  been  inter- 
cepted, urges  the  emancipation  and  enrolment  of  negroes  as  soldiers  in  the 
insurgent  army,  and  the  Richmond  Enquirer  now  openly  advocates  that  des- 
perate policy.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  authentic  infoi-mation  that  one 
hundred  captured  Union  colored  soldiers,  who  were  compulsorily  employed  at 
work  on  the  fortifications  around  Danville,  rose  upon  their  guard,  disarmed 
them,  armed  themselves,  and  effected  their  escape  from  captivity.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  we  are  reaching  a  new  phase  of  this  extraordinaiy  civil  war. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghaklbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  fyc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  1136.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  1864. 

Sir:  It  is  my  duty  to  invite,  through  you,  the  serious  attention  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  the  instances,  which  unfortunately  seem  to  be  multi- 
plying, in  which  the  British  possessions  in  our  neighborhood,  both  continental 
and  insular,  have  been  made  bases  for  hostile  proceedings  of  the  insurgents 
against  this  country.  The  motives  for  such  proceedings  have  undoubtedlj 
been,  not  a  conviction  that  material  damage  would  result  directly  from  the  hos- 
tile acts  of  the  insurgents,  but  a  hope  that  a  just  sense  of  national  dignity,  and 
self-preservation  on  our  part,  might  induce  us  to  resent  the  toleration  of  the 
British   authorities,   and  ultimately,  perhaps,  lead   that  government  to  take 

5 art  with  the  insurgents  as  an  open  and  declared  enemy  of  the  United  States, 
^he  insufSciency  of  tho  British  neutrality  act  and  of  the  warnings  of  the 
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Queen's  proclamation  to  arrest  the  causes  of  complaint  referred  to  wei^e  antici- 
pated early  in  the  existing  struggle,  and  that  government  was  asked  to  apply  a 
remedy  by  passing  an  act  more  stringent  in  its  character — such  as  ours  of  the 
10th  of  March,  1838,  which  was  occasioned  by  a  similar  condition  of  affairs. 
This  request  has  not  been  complied  with,  though  its  reasonableness  and  neces- 
Bity  have  been  shown  by  subsequent  events. 

The  seizure  by  insurgents  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake,  on  the  high  seas, 
bound  from  New  York  to  Portland,  is  familiar  to  you.  Though  the  vessel  was 
ultimately  released,  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed  escaped  punishment.  Braine, 
one  of  the  leaders,  has  since  found  his  way  to  Havana,  and  with  other  conspira* 
tors  has  recently  seized,  under  similar  circumstances,  the  steam  packet  Itoanoke, 
which  plies  between  that  place  and  New  York,  and  carried  her  to  Bermuda,  but 
not  receiving  the  hospitality  which  was  expected  there,  the  vessel  was  taken 
outside  the  port  and  burned. 

On  Saturday,  the  17th  of  September  last.  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H.  Ilill, 
acting  assistant  provost  marshal  general  of  Michigan,  was  advised  by  a  person 
from  Canada  that  a  party  was  to  be  sent  from  Windsor,  on  the  Canadian  side 
of  the  Detroit  river,  opposite  Detroit,  to  a  point  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  for  hostile  purposes. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  18th  of  September,  a  man  came  on  board  the  Philo 
Parsons,  while  she  was  lying  at  the  dock  in  Detroit,  and  requested  the  clerk,  Mr. 
Walter  T.  Ashley,  who  is  part  owner  of  the  Parsons,  to  call  at  Sandwich,  on 
the  Canada  shore,  three  miles  below  Detroit,  to  receive  him  and  a  party  of  friends, 
who  wished  to  go  to  Kelly's  island,  about  eleven  miles  from  Sandusky,  alleging 
that  one  of  them  was  lame  and  could  not  well  cross  the  ferry.  The  JPhilo  rar- 
gons  sailed  the  next  morning,  (Monday,  the  19th  of  September,)  at  8  o'clock, 
with  about  forty  passengers.  The  person  referred  to  abt)ve,  as  having  engaged 
a  passage  for  himself  and  party,  appeared  immediately  afterwards,  and  at  his  re- 
quest the  steamer  called  at  Sandwich,  where  his  friends,  four  in  number,  came 
on  board.  At  Maiden,  on  the  Canada  side,  where  the  steamer  always  stops, 
about  twenty  miles  below  Detroit  and  near  the  point  where  the  Detroit  river 
empties  into  the  lake,  about  twenty  more  men  came  on  board.  The  niunber  not 
being  unusual,  excited  no  suspicion.  The  only  baggage  of  the  party  was  an 
old-fashioned  trunk,  tied  with  rope,  and  which  was  afterwards^ ascertained  to 
contain  revolvers  and  large  hatches  or  hand-axes.  The  steamer  continued  on 
her  course,  and  made  her  usual  landings  at  North  Bass,  Middle  Bass,  and  South 
Bass  islandd — the  latter  being  better  known  as  Put-in-Bay  island.  These  islatids 
are  nearly  north  of  Sandusky,  and  about  twenty  miles  distant.  They  all  be- 
long to  the  United  States,  and  are  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Captain  Atwood, 
the  captain  of  the  steamer,  left  her  at  Middle  Bass  island,  where  his  family  re- 
side. Having  made  these  landings,  the  steamer  went  on  her  course  to  Kelly's 
island,  about  seven  miles  further  on,  and  made  her  usual  landing  there.  Here 
four  men  got  on  boc^d,  all  apparently  belonging  to  the  same  party,  and  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  one,  who  was  seen  among  them  after  the  capture  of  the  steamer, 
had  been  several  days  on  the  island,  visiting  the  inhabitajits  and  pretending  to 
be  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Kelly's  island,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and 
while  she  was  directly  on  her  course  for  Sandusky,  the  Philo  Parsons  was  seized 
by  the  party  who  had  got  on  board  at  Sandwich  and  Maiden,  and  was  headed 
to  the  eastward  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  she  was  turned  back  to  Middle  Bass 
island  for  fuel,  the  leader  of  the  party  having  ascertained  from  the  mate  and 
engineer  that  there  was  not  enough  to  run  many  hours.  Soon  after  the  Philo 
Parsons  reached  Middle  Bass  island,  and  while  she  was  taking  in  wood,  the 
steamer  Island  Queen,  which  performs  daily  trips  from  the  Basa  islands  to  San- 
dusky and'back,  came  alongside  and  was  immediately  seized.  The  engineer  of 
the  Island  Queen,  without  giving  any  provocation,  was  shot  in  the  face.     The 
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ball  entered  bis  cbeek  and  passed  out  near  tbe  ear.  One  person  was  cut  in  tbe 
head  witb  a  batchet,  and  bled  profuselj.  Several  otber  persons  were  knocked 
down,  and  a  large  number  were  stmck  witb  tbe  bat-ends  of  pistols  and  with 
hatchets,  and  some  ten  or  a  dozen  shots  were  fired.  The  passengers  on  botl^ 
boats  were  landed  at  Middle  Bass,  with  a  part  of  their  baggage. 

After  getting  a  supply  of  fuel,  the  Philo  Parsons  ran  out  into  the  lake,  towing 
the  Island  Queen.  At  the  distance  of  about  five  miles  according  to  one  state- 
ment, and  at  a  smaller  distance  according  to  others,  the  Island  Queen  was  scuttled 
by  cutting  her  supply-pipe  and  was  sent  adrift.  Before  filling  she  drifted  on  a 
shoal,  and  was  gotten  off  a  few  days  afterwards,  having  been  plundered  by  the 
party  who  had  seized  her. 

After  the  Island  Queen  had  been  scuttled,  the  Philo  Parsons  stood  for  San- 
dusky harbor,  and  was  turned  about  and  steered  for  Maiden,  where  she  arrived 
between  4  and  5  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  20th  of  Septenxber.  A  few 
miles  above  Maiden,  a  yawl  boat  load  of  plunder  was  sent  ashore  on  the  Cana- 
dian side  of  the  Detroit  river.  At  Fighting  island,  some  six  miles  above,  the 
crews  of  both  steamers  were  landed. 

The  Philo  Parsons  arrived  at  Sandwich  at  about  8  o'clock  the  same  morning, 
and  a  pianoforte  belonging  to  her,  a  number  of  trucks,  and  the  cabin  furniture, 
were  put  ashore  at  the  dock,  where  a  custom-house  officer  almost  immediately 
appeared.  She  was  then  scuttled,  by  cutting  her  injection-pipes,  and  cast  off. 
She  partially  filled,  but  was  taken  possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the 
mate,  who  had  come  in  a  small  steamer  (the  Pearl)  from  Ecuse,  who  had  her 
towed  to  Detroit. 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  having  been  substantiated  by  the  depositions  of  eye- 
witnesses of  these  occurrences,  I  addressed  a  note  to  J.  Hume  Burnley,  ej?q., 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  chargd  d'affaires,  on  the  13th  instant,  requesting,  through 
him,  that  her  Majesty's  government  would,  upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of 
the  parties  who  perpetrated  these  depredations,  some  of  whom  passed  by  the 
names,  respectively,  of  Bell,  Hoult  Bristow,  Robert  Drake,  Burley,  and  Thomai5, 
(the  names  of  others  not  being  ascertained,)  issue  the  necessary  warrants  for 
their  delivery  to  Joseph  Dimmick  and  James  Henry,  or  to  any  other  person  duly 
authorized  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  receive  the  fugitives,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  brought  back  to  the  United  States  for  trial.  This 
request  was  made  on  the  ground  that  they  were  guilty  of  the  crimes  of  robbery 
and  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  and  that,  being  fugitives  from  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  their 
extradition  was  provided  for  by  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 
Mr.  Burnley  has  since  informed  me  that  he  referred  the  matter  to  her  Majesty's 
provincial  authorities,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

The  primary  object  in  capturing  these  steamers  was  confessedly  to  release 
the  insurgent  officers  confined  on  Johnson's  island.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion  by  prominent  insurgents, 
who  have  for  some  time  past  been  residing  in  Canada  for  such  purposes.  In- 
deed, this  department  has  proof  that  Mr.  Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged 
that  he  was  commissioned  and  provided  with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect, 
and  had  interviews  with  conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the 
steamers  were  captured. 

It  is  obvious  that  at  the  time  of  the  informal  arrangement  between  the  two 
governments  of  April,  1817,  limiting  their  naval  force  on  the  lakes,  a  condition 
of  things  like  the  present  could  scarcely  have  been  anticipated.  The  object  of 
that  arrangement  was  to  prevent  either  party  from  keeping  in  commission  the 
considerable  naval  force  which  they  both  had  employed  in  that  quarter  during 
the  war  then  recently  closed.  If  peace  was  expected  to  continue,  the  force  was 
an  unnecessary  burden  to  both  parties ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  war  should  sud- 
denly be  renewed,  one  or  the  other  might,  in  anticipation  of  that  oveut,  have 
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clandestinelj  or  otherwise  so  augmented  its  force  as  to  insure  to  it  a  dangerona 
advantage.  Believing  that  these  were  the  views  enteitained  at  the  time  the 
arrangement  was  entered  into,  and  that  neither  the  United  States  nor  Great 
Britain  expected  to  relinquish  their  right  to  self-defence  in  the  event  of  a  civil 
war  in  the  territories  of  either,  hy  the  limitation  referred  to,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  you  will  see  from  the  correspondence,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed, 
has  chartered  two  propellers,  one  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  other  on  Lake  Ontario, 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  and  suppressing  depredations  on  our  trade  and  ter- 
ritory in  that  region,  similar  to  those  above  mentioned. 

I  had  just  prepared  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  transaction  on  Lake  Erie, 
when  information  of  a  new  and  equally  desperate  outrage  on  another  part  of 
the  border  reached  this  department.  A  band,  said  to  consist  of  twenty-five 
desperate  men,  clandestinely  armed,  crossed  tlie  frontier  and  proceeded  in 
several  small  parties,  by  stage-coach,  to  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  in  the  customary 
way  of  travellers.  At  a  concerted  time  they  raised  a  scene  of  terror  in  that 
peaceful  town,  and  broke  into  boarding-houses  and  other  buildings  and  carried 
off  large  amounts  of  treasure,  said  to  be  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  together  with  other  valuable  property.  As  soon  as  the  people  recovered 
from  their  surprise,  they  arose  and  hotly  pursued  the  felons,  who  sought  safety 
by  returning  on  stolen  horses  across  the  frontier  into  Canada.  The  Canadian 
municipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-operated  with  the  pursuers  from  Vermont 
with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers  were  arrested,  stripped  of 
their  plunder  and  taken  into  custody  by  the  Canadian  authorities.  It  is  also 
understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  recovered  property  was  promptly 
restored  to  its  owners.  Here  the  imperfect  accounts  which  I  have  received  of 
this  transaction  end.  I  have  requested  of  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  her  Majesty's 
chargd  d'affaires  here^  that  the  felons  may  be  detained,  until,  after  having  obtained 
the  exact  information  which  is  essential,  I  shall  have  addressed  to  the  British 
government  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  offenders,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  for  extradition  contained  in  the  Ashburton  treaty.  The  subject  has 
been  discussed  in  a  friendly  spirit  between  myself  and  Mr.  Burnley,  who  has 
received  telegraphic  advices  from  Lord  Lyons,  who  yet  remains  in  New  York. 
I  give  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I.  addressed  to  Mr.  Burnley  on  the  2Jst 
instant,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  note  I  afterwards  received  from  him  in  answer  to 
my  verbal  request,  that  Lord  Monck,  the  governor  general,  should  be  advised 
to  detain  the  offenders  for  extradition.  I  wish  you  to  bring  this  transaction 
also  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Russell,  and  say  to  him  that,  taken  in  connexion  with 
events  of  the  same  character  which  have  occun-ed  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  it  is 
regarded  here  as  deserving  prompt  and  decisive  proceedings  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  in  order  to  prevent  the  danger  of  ultimate  conflict  upon 
the  Canadian  borders.  It  is  a  pleasant  circumstance  that,  in  making  this  com- 
munication, we  are  not  only  able  but  are  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the 
Canadian  executive  authority  has,  in  this  instance,  thus  far  co-operated  with 
this  goveniment  in  faithful  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  the 
public  peace  to  due  account.  It  is,  however,  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction 
that  peace  cannot  be  reliably  maintained  upon  the  border  unless  more  effective 
measures  shall  be  adopted  to  secure  that  end  than  those  that  have  hitherto  been 
used  by  both  governments.  We  know  well,  although  we  have  not  judicial 
evidence,  that  all  the  movements  of  this  character  are  set  on  foot  by  Jacob 
Thompson  and  other  disloyal  American  citizens  who  are  temporarily  domiciled 
in  Canada,  and  furnished  with  funds  there  for  these  iniquitous  purposes  through 
the  banking  institutions  of  Canada.  It  is  now  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  give 
notice  to  Earl  Russell,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  reservation  of  that  right, 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  you  shall  have  made  this  communica- 
tion, the  United  States  will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the  naval 
armament  upon  the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that 
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ball  entered  his  cheek  and  passed  out  near  the  ear.  One  person  was  cut  in  the 
head  with  a  hatchet,  and  bled  profusely.  Several  other  persons  were  knocked 
down,  and  a  large  number  were  struck  with  the  but-ends  of  pistols  and  with 
hatchets,  and  some  ten  or  a  dozen  shots  were  fired.  The  passengers  on  both 
boats  were  landed  at  Middle  Bass,  with  a  part  of  their  baggage. 

After  getting  a  supply  of  fuel,  the  Philo  Parsons  ran  out  into  the  lake,  towing 
the  Island  Queen.  At  the  distance  of  about  five  miles  according  to  one  state- 
ment, and  at  a  smaller  distance  according  to  others,  the  Island  Queen  was  scuttled 
by  cutting  her  supply-pipe  and  was  sent  adrift.  Before  filling  she  drifted  on  a 
shoal,  and  was  gotten  ofi*  a  few  days  afterwards,  having  been  plundered  by  the 
party  who  had  seized  her. 

After  the  Island  Queen  had  been  scuttled,  the  Philo  Parsons  stood  for  San- 
dusky harbor,  and  was  turned  about  and  steered  for  Maiden,  where  she  arrived 
between  4  and  5  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  20th  of  Septenxber.  A  few 
miles  above  Maiden,  a  yawl  boat  load  of  plunder  was  sent  ashore  on  the  Cana- 
dian side  of  the  Detroit  river.  At  Fighting  island,  some  six  miles  above,  the 
crews  of  both  steamers  were  landed. 

The  Philo  Parsons  arrived  at  Sandwich  at  about  8  o'clock  the  same  morning, 
and  a  pianoforte  belonging  to  her,  a  number  of  ti*ucks,  and  the  cabin  furniture, 
were  put  ashore  at  the  dock,  where  a  custom-house  officer  almost  immediately 
appeared.  She  was  then  scuttled,  by  cutting  her  injection -pipes,  and  cast  off. 
She  partially  filled,  but  was  taken  possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the 
mate,  who  had  come  in  a  small  steamer  (the  Pearl)  from  Ecuse,  who  had  her 
towed  to  Detroit. 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  having  been  substantiated  by  the  depositions  of  eye- 
witnesses of  these  occurrences,  I  addressed  a  note  to  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq., 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg6  d'afiaires,  on  the  13th  instant,  requesting,  through 
him,  that  her  Majesty's  government  would,  upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of 
the  parties  who  perpetrated  these  depredations,  some  of  whom  passed  by  the 
names,  respectively,  of  Bell,  Hoult  Bristow,  Robert  Drake,  Burley,and  Thomas, 
(the  names  of  others  not  being  ascertained,)  issue  the  necessary  warrants  for 
their  delivery  to  Joseph  Dimmick  and  James  Henry,  or  to  any  other  person  duly 
authorized  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  receive  the  fugitives,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  brought  back  to  the  United  States  for  trial.  This 
request  was  made  on  the  ground  that  they  were  guilty  of  the  crimes  of  robbery 
and  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  and  that,  being  fugitives  from  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  their 
extradition  was  provided  for  by  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 
Mr.  Burnley  has  since  informed  me  that  he  referred  the  matter  to  her  Majesty's 
provincial  authorities,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

The  primary  object  in  capturing  these  steamers  was  confessedly  to  release 
the  insurgent  officers  confined  on  Johnson's  island.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion  by  prominent  insurgents, 
who  have  for  some  time  past  been  residing  in  Canada  for  such  purposes.  In- 
deed, this  department  has  proof  that  Mr.  Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged 
that  he  was  commissioned  and  provided  with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect, 
and  had  interviews  with  conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the 
steamers  were  captured. 

It  is  obvious  that  at  the  time  of  the  informal  arrangement  between  the  two 
governments  of  April,  1817,  limiting  their  naval  force  on  the  lakes,  a  condition 
of  things  like  the  present  could  scarcely  have  been  anticipated.  The  object  of 
that  arrangement  was  to  prevent  either  party  from  keeping  in  commission  the 
considerable  naval  force  which  they  both  had  employed  in  that  quarter  during 
the  war  then  recently  closed.  If  peace  was  expected  to  continue,  the  force  was 
an  unnecessary  burden  to  both  parties ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  war  should  sud- 
denly be  renewed,  one  or  the  other  might,  in  anticipation  of  that  oreut,  have 
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dandestinelj  or  otherwise  so  augmented  its  force  as  to  insore  to  it  a  dangerona 
advantage.  Believing  that  these  were  the  views  entertained  at  the  time  the 
arrangement  was  entered  into,  and  that  neither  the  United  States  nor  Great 
Britain  expected  to  relinquish  their  right  to  self-defence  in  the  event  of  a  civil 
war  in  the  territories  of  either,  by  the  limitation  referred  to,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  you  will  see  from  the  correspondence,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed, 
has  chartered  two  propellers,  one  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  other  on  Lake  Ontario, 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  and  suppressing  depredations  on  our  trade  and  ter- 
ritory in  that  region,  similar  to  those  above  mentioned. 

I  had  just  prepared  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  transaction  on  Lake  Erie, 
when  information  of  a  new  and  equally  desperate  outrage  on  another  part  of 
the  border  reached  this  department.  A  baud,  said  to  consist  of  twenty-five 
desperate  men,  clandestinely  armed,  crossed  the  frontier  and  proceeded  in 
several  small  parties,  by  stage-coach,  to  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  in  the  customary 
way  of  travellers.  At  a  concerted  time  they  raised  a  scene  of  terror  iu  that 
peaceful  town,  and  broke  into  boarding-houses  and  other  buildings  and  carried 
off  large  amounts  of  treasure,  said  to  be  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  together  with  other  valuable  property.  As  soon  as  the  people  recovered 
from  their  surprise,  they  arose  and  hotly  pursued  the  felons,  who  sought  safety 
by  returning  on  stolen  horses  across  the  frontier  into  Canada.  The  Canadian 
municipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-operated  with  the  pursuers  from  Vermont 
with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers  were  arrested,  stripped  of 
their  plunder  and  taken  into  custody  by  the  Canadian  authorities.  It  is  also 
understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  recovered  property  was  promptly 
restored  to  its  owners.  Here  the  imperfect  accounts  which  I  have  received  of 
this  transaction  end.  I  have  requested  of  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  her  Majesty's 
charg^  d'affaires  here^  that  the  felons  may  be  detained,  until,  after  having  obtained 
the  exact  information  which  is  essential,  I  shall  have  addressed  to  the  British 
government  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  offenders,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  for  extradition  contained  in  the  Ashburton  treaty.  The  subject  has 
been  discussed  in  a  friendly  spirit  between  myself  and  Mr.  Burnley,  who  has 
received  telegraphic  advices  from  Lord  Lyons,  who  yet  remains  iu  New  York. 
I  give  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Burnley  on  the  SJst 
instant,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  note  I  afterwards  received  from  him  in  answer  to 
my  verbal  request,  that  Lord  Monck,  the  governor  general,  should  be  advised 
to  detain  the  offenders  for  extradition.  I  wish  you  to  bring  this  transaction 
also  to  the  notice  of  Earl  4lussell,  and  say  to  him  that,  taken  in  connexion  with 
events  of  the  same  chai'acter  which  have  occurred  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  it  is 
regarded  here  as  deserving  prompt  and  decisive  proceedings  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  in  order  to  pi-event  the  danger  of  ultimate  conflict  upon 
the  Canadian  borders.  It  is  a  pleasant  circumstance  that,  in  making  this  com- 
munication, we  are  not  only  able  but  are  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the 
Canadian  executive  authority  has,  in  this  instance,  thus  far  co-operated  with 
this  government  in  faithful  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  the 
public  peace  to  due  account.  It  is,  however,  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction 
that  peace  cannot  be  reliably  maintained  upon  the  border  unless  more  effective 
measures  shall  be  adopted  to  secure  that  end  than  those  that  have  hitherto  been 
used  by  both  governments.  We  know  well,  although  we  have  not  judicial 
evidence,  that  all  the  movements  of  this  character  are  set  on  foot  by  Jacob 
Thompson  and  other  disloyal  American  citizens  who  are  temporarily  domiciled 
in  Canada,  and  furnished  with  funds  there  for  these  iniquitous  purposes  through 
the  banking  institutions  of  Canada.  It  is  now  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  give 
notice  to  Earl  Russell,  in  confonnity  with  the  treaty  reservation  of  that  right, 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  you  shall  have  made  this  communica- 
tion, the  United  States  will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the  naval 
armament  upon  the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that 
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quarter  shall  then  require  it.  And  you  will  be  careful  to  advise  us  of  the  daj 
on  which  this  notice  is  given.  You  will  assure  the  earl,  however,  that  this 
proceeding  is  adopted  only  as  a  necessary  measures  of  national  defence,  and  not 
only  with  no  purpose  of  hostility,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  with  a  desire  no  less 
earnest  than  heretofore  to  preserve  the  most  friendly  relations  with  Great  Britain. 
Moreover,  this  government  will  in  every  case  direct  its  best  eflPorts  to  prevent 
invasion  of  British  territory,  whether  by  way  of  popular  retaliation  or  other- 
wise. It  is  not  for  us  to  indicate  the  means  her  Majesty's  government  should 
adopt  to  maintain  neutrality  on  their  side  of  the  border.  You  will  again  sug- 
gest to  her  Majesty's  government  that,  in  our  opinion,  a  policy  similar  to  that 
which  was  inaugurated  by  our  enactment  before  mentioned  might  be  followed 
with  advantage  by  Great  Britian  in  the  American  provinces  during  our  present 
civil  war.  I  should  fail,  however,  to  express  a  sincere  conviction  of  this  gov- 
ernment if  I  should  not  repeat  now  what  I  have  heretofore  so  often  had  occasion 
to  say,  that,  practically,  the  'policy  of  neutrality  which  her  Majesty  has  pro- 
claimed has  failed  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  the  British  colonies, 
and  especially  in  the  latter,  and  that  it  must  continue  to  fail  more  conspicuously 
every  day,  so  long  as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  and  they  are  in  any  way  able,  by  evasion  or  otherwise,  to 
use  the  British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depredations 
against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Nor  are  we  able  to  conceive  of  any 
remedy  adequate  to  the  present  exigency,  but  the  recognition  by  her  Majesty's 
government  of  the  just  and  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the 
waters  and  temtories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government.  I 
use  the  word  exigency  with  a  consciousness  of  its  just  eflfect.  The  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  British  provinces  on  our  borders  are  as  sincerely  desired  by  us 
as  they  can  be  by  the  British  government.  In  a  practical  sense  these  provinces 
are  sources  of  wealth  and  influence  for  the  United  States,  although  they  are 
subject  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction.  We  have  proved  that  this  is  a  sincere  con- 
viction on  our  part  by  entering  into  relations  of  reciprocal  free  trade  with  the 
British  provinces  almost  as  intimate  as  the  relations  of  free  trade  which,  under 
our  Constitution,  prevail  between  the  several  States  of  the  American  Union. 
Thus  far  we  have  been  content  with  these  relations,  and  probably  we  should 
remain  content  whether  the  colonies  adhere  to  their  ties  with  Great  Britian,  or, 
with  her  consent,  should  assume  the  responsibilities  of  self-government,  provided 
always  that  our  friendship  is  reciprocated,  while  peace  and  harmony  on  the 
border  are  essential  to  the  very  existence  of  such  friendship.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  dwellers  within  those  provinces  will 
be  content  to  fulfil  toward  us  the  obligations  of  good  neighborhood,  as  we  are 
expected  to  fulfil  the  same  obligations  on  our  part.  Even  if  this  government 
could  be  satisfied  with  less  than  what  I  have  thus  indicated,  it  must,  neverthe- 
less, be  admitted  that,  from  the  very  force  of  circumstances,  peace  could  hardly 
be  expected  to  prevail  on  a  border  which  should  afford  to  the  fcommunities 
which  it  divides  no  adequate  protection  against  mutual  aggression  and  reprisal. 

Political  agitation  is  as  frequent  in  the  British  Amencan  provinces  as  it  is 
here.  It  is  not  easy  to  foresee  how  soon  revolutionary  movements  may  appear 
there.  Every  provocation  now  given  to  Americans  will  be  likely  to  be  claimed 
as  a  precedent  in  that  case  for  intrusion  from  this  side  of  the  lakes.  WouM  it 
not  be  wise  to  establish  a  proper  system  of  repression  now,  which  would  prove 
a  rock  of  safety  for  both  countries  hereafter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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[Enclosurefl  ] 

Mr.  Fessenden  to  Mr.  Seward,  September  23,  1864. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Fessenden,  September  30, 1864 — with  an  accompaniment. 
Mr.  Fessenden  to  Mr.  Seward,  September  30,  1864. 
Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  20,  1864 — with  an  accompaniment. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  October  1,  1864. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  4,  1864. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  October  21,  1864. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  23,  1864. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  23,  1864. 

[The  last  five  enclosures  are  published  in  this  series.     See  correspondence 
"with  British  legation.] 


Mr,  Fessenden  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Treasury  Department, 

September  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  steam  propeller  has  been  put  in 
commission  as  a  revenue  vessel  to  cruise  on  the  lakes. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  with  this  fact,  in  view  of  any  treaty  which 
may  exist  on  this  subjccl. 


I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 


W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Fessenden. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  perusal  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  the  23d  instant 
from  General  Hitchcock  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  I  will  thank  you  to 
cause  to  be  returned  to  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  William  P.  Fessenden, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mafor  General  Hitchcock  to  Mr.  Stanton. 
[Telegram.  ] 

Sandusky,  Ohio, 

September  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  take  upon  myself  to  express  an  opinion  that  the  safety  of  our  com- 
merce on  the  lakes,  and  the  security  of  the  cities  along  the  lake  shores,  makes 
it  of  the  highest  importance,  if  not  an  indispensable  necessity,  that  the  govern- 
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ment  should  bave  several  armed  vessels  fully  manned  to  prevent  the  rebels,  who 
find  security  in  Canada,  from  seizing  steamers  engaged  in  commerce  and  con- 
verting them  into  war- vessels,  with  a  few  of  which  they  may,  if  not  prevented, 
do  us  incalculable  mischief.  Ex- Secretary  Thompson  is  employed  in  Canada 
in  setting  on  foot  expeditions  of  the  most  dangerous  character. 

The  recent  seizure  of  the  two  steamers  in  this  vicinity  has,  indeed,  terminated 
disastrously  for  the  projectors  of  the  horrible  scheme;  but  the  demonstration 
actually  made  is  a  sufficient  waraing  to  induce  our  government  to  take  im- 
mediate measures  to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  it.  It  will  be  but  an  act  of 
self-defence,  and  from  the  disclosures  made  by  Coole,  now  in  arrest  at  Johnson's 
island,  earnestly  recommend  that  no  time  be  lost  in  putting  afloat  armed  vessels 
upon  Lake  Ontario,  and  speedily  upon  the  upper  lakes  also.  I  suppose  we  are 
engaged  in  war  rendering  this  step  justifiable  under  the  treaty  of  eighteen 
fifteen,  (1815,)  but  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  t)nly  the  justifying  necessity  of  the 
case. 

C.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  General  Volunleers, 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Mr  F€99endtn  to  Mr  Setpard, 

Treasury  Department, 

September  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date 
transmitting  telegitim  from  General  Hitchcock,  and  to  state  that  this  department 
has  this  day  chartered  the  steam  propeller  Hector,  (at  Oswego,  New  York,)  for 
revenue  cutter  purposes.    This  vessel,  together  with  the  Winslow,  chartered  at 
Buffalo  a  few  days  since,  will  be  fitted  for  service  with  all  possible  despatch. 
The  telegram  is  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  the  Trea$ury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Thurston  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  67.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  October  20,  1864. 
Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon,  just  after  I  had  left  the  consulate,  about  half  past 
six  o'clock,  the  evening  paper  was  shown  me,  and  mv  notice  directed  to  an 
article  announcing  that  a  party  of  twenty  or  thirty  men  nad  attacked  St.  Albans, 
Vermont ;  had  robbed  the  banks  of  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  had 
also  stolen  sufficient  number  of  horses  to  mount  them,  and  had  escaped  after 
killing  several  citizens  and  wounding  others.  I  could  not  credit  the  report,  and 
immediately  telegraphed  to  Gr.  Merrill,esq.,superintendentof  the  Vermont  Central 
railroad,  who  returned  reply  herewith  enclosed.  Judge  Aldis,  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Vermont,  the  gentleman  mentioned  in  the  telegram,  arrived  here  at  11 
o'clock  last  night.  Directly  he  arrived,  we  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  chief  of 
police,  and  made  request  tliat  he  would  send  a  body  of  his  police  force  to  the 
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frontiers,  and  arrest  all  snspicioas  persons  passing  into  Canada.  The  chief  de- 
clining to  act  without  authority  of  his  superior,  Judge  Coursol,  of  the  quarter 
sessions  of  this  city,  and  whose  jurisdiction  embraces  also  the  district  through 
which  the  raiders  must  pass  to  reach  Montreal,  invited  us  to  visit  the  judge  with 
him  to  obtain  his  consent.  Accordingly  we  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Judge 
Cursol,  called  him  from  his  bed,  and  laid  the  object  of  our  visit  before  him. 
After  some  consultation,  Judge  Coursol  decided  to  proceed  to  St.  John's,  where 
he  had  a  sergeant  of  special  frontier  police  and  several  men,  taking  with  him 
several  men  from  this  city  also,  and  to  render  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to 
arrest  the  raiders  if  they,  attempted  to  pass  into  Canada  on  the  cars,  either  at 
St.  John's  or  beyond  it.  He  directed  the  chief  of  police  to  accompany  him,  and 
assured  us  that  anything  the  Canadian  authorities  could  do,  they  would,  and 
most  cheerfully  and  promptly  render  every  aid  possible  to  an-est  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  this  daring  attack,  to  rob  and  murder  the  peaceable  citizens  of  Ver- 
mont. This  morning,  at  a  quarter  before  six,  thcv  took  the  cars  to  St.  John's. 
Judge  Coursol  informed  me  tliat  he  had  a  force  of  thirty  special  police  distributed 
along  the  frontier,  on  the  thoroughfares  and  other  places,  to  arrest  deserters  from 
the  regiments  stationed  at  Montreal  and  Quebec;  that,  should  it  be  necessary, 
he  would  call  in  alLthis  force,  and  detail  as  many  men  from  the  police  force  of 
Montreal,  if  it  were  required.  While  writing  this  despatch,  a  telegram  was 
brought  me,  directed  to  Judge  Coursol,  announcing  that  six  of  the  robbers  of  the 
banks  of  St.  Albans  were  arrested  at  Stanbridge ;  and  a  few  minutes  after,  another 
telegram  from  Judge  Aldis,  who  returned  this  morning  with  the  other  parties, 
stating  that  two  men  had  been  caught,  all  of  the  eight  having  large  amounts  of 
money  on  their  persons.  Among  the  number  arrested  was  the  leader  of  this 
raid.  The  details  of  this  outrage,  written  by  Judge  Aldis,  who  was  in  St.  Albans 
when  the  raiders  made  the  attack,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose,  together 
with  the  telegram  received.  Tije  promptness  with  which  Judge  Coursol  and  the 
chief  of  the  police  have  responded  to  our  request  for  assistance ;  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  with  which  they  have  received  us ;  and  the  efficient  services  ren- 
dered, shows  the  determination  of  the  Canadian  government  and  its  officials  to 
•arrest  all  offenders  under  the  treaty  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  cordial  good  feeling  which  they  entertain  towards  our  government.  I  beg 
to  assure  the  depai*tment  that  everything  has  been  done  by  the  officers  of  this 
consulate  to  render  all  possible  assistance  to  the  citizens  of  Vermont. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON, 

United  States  Constd, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,   Washington, 


During  the  past  two  or  three  days  a  number  of  persons,  in  all  about  thirty, 
came  to  St.  Albans  by  twos  and  threes,  in  the  different  trains,  and  stopped  at  the 
hotels.  They  were  dressed  like  ordinary  travellers,  and  attracted  no  attention. 
To-day,  (October  19,)  at  about  3  p.  m.,  and  at  the  same  moment,  parties  of  five 
each  entered  the  three  banks,  and  armed  with  revolvers,  which  they  presented 
at  the  heads  of  the  cashier  or  teller  who  were  in,  threatened  to  shoot  them  if 
they  resisted  or  made  any  noise,  and  demanded  the  mouey.  Resistance  was  out 
of  the  question,  for  in  one  bank  only  the  cashier  was  in,  in  another  one  teller, 
and  in  the  third  two  tellers  only.  They  robbed  the  banks  of  what  money  they 
could  find — the  vaults  and  safes  being  open — and  took  an  amount  in  all  perhaps 
$150,000  or  $200,000.  While  these  persons  were  robbing  the  banks,  their  con- 
federates at  the  same  time  went  to  the  hotels  and  livery  stables  and  seized  horses 
n  order  therewith  to  escape  to  Canada.    The  whole  matter  was  transacted  within 


346  DIPLOMATIC   COBBESPONDENCB. 

less  than  an  hour.  Of  course,  in  seizing  the  horses  they  met  with  resistance,  for 
this  had  to  be  done  openly,  and  they  fired  a  half  a  dozen  shots  each  at  Mr.  Fuller, 
the  livery  man,  and  at  Mr.  Field,  the  keeper  of  the  American  Hotel.  While 
stealing  the  horses,  they  also  fired  at  Mr.  Morrison,  who  was  walking  along 
peaceably  on  the  sidewalk  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  wounded  him 
in  the  groin,  it  is  feared  fatally.  They  also  shot  Mr.  Huntington,  wounding  him 
in  the  hip,  and  slightly  wounded  another.  As  soon  as  they  had  got  together 
horses  enough,  they  left  for  the  north,  taking  the  road  by  way  of  Sheldon,  (where 
it  is  supposed  they  intended  to  rob  the  Missisquoi  Bank,)  and  thence  probably  by 
Franklin  to  Pigeon  Hill,  or  to  Frelighsburg,  in  Canada.  They  all  came  from 
Canada,  so  far  as  their  arrivals  can  be  traced.  On  the  plank  road,  about  a  mile 
north  of  St.  Albans,  they  shot  a  young  girl  by  the  roadside.  They  threatened 
to  bum  the  depot  and  other  buildings^  but  probably  felt  that  delays  were  dan- 
gerous. 

There  was  scarcely  a  gUn  or  pistol  in  the  village ;  but  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  they  left,  twelve  or  fifteen  of  our  citizens,  who  succeeded  in  getting  guns, 
went  in  pursuit  of  them.  When  about  half  way  to  Sheldon,  they  were  heard  of 
as  being  within  about  a  mile  of  the  robbers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  they  were  over- 
taken there. 

Some  of  the  leaders  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  commit  no  greater  outrages 
than  robbing  the  banks ;  others  seemed  to  be  deperadoes — wretches  read^  for 
any  crime,  and  bent  on  wanton  murder. 

The  banks  have  offered  a  reward  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 


[Yermont  and  Boston  Telegraph  Company — Office  38  St.  Fran9oi8  Xavier  street] 

Montreal,  October  19,  1864. 
(By  telegraph  from  St.  Albans,  Vermont.) 

Judge  Aldis  left  here  on  express  train  to-night  for  Montreal.  The  raiders, 
some  twenty  or  twenty-five  men,  have  collected  here  within  a  few  days.  Had 
evidently  laid  their  plan&;  simultaneously  entered  and  robbed  the  three  banks 
of  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  seized  horses  and  saddles 
enough  to  mount  the  party,  shooting  all  persons  who  resisted,  and  started  for 
Sheldon,  probably  to  rob  the  bank  there,  and  then  escape  to  Canada.  They 
were  pursued  by  a  party  of  citizens,  on  horseback,  armed. 

G.  MERRILL,  SuperintendetU. 

D.  Thurston, 

United  States  Vice- Consul  General. 


[Vermont  and  Boston  Telegraph  Company — Office  38  St.  Fran9ois  Xavier  street.  ] 

Montreal,  October  20,  1864. 

(Bj  telegraph  from  St.   Albans. ) 

To  David  Thurston,  Vice- Consul- : 

We  have  arrested  two  of  the  robbers  on  this  side  of  the  line,  and  have  them 
in  jail,  with  considerable  ^noney  on  their  persons.  Six  more  have  been  taken 
at  Stanbridge,  or  Frelighsburg,  amonor  them  their  leader,  and  about  S50,000 
of  the  money.  The  whole  country  both  sides  of  the  line  is  alive  with  zeal  to 
arrest  them.  Our  governor  too  much  pleased  to  hear  the  Canadian  author- 
ities so  prompt. 

A.  0.  ALDIS. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  800.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  the  delayed  passage  of  the  steamer  Asia,  I  have  only  this 
morning  received  the  despatches  due  this  week.  They  emhrace  those  num- 
bered from  1112  to  1120,  inclusive.  There  are,  however,  two  numbered  1116, 
of  different  dates,  one  of  the  7th  and  the  other  of  the  10th  instant.  I  shall 
take  an  early  opportunity  to  communicate  to  her  Majesty's  government  the 
information  transmitted  with  both  the  last  named. 

There  is  little  to  comment  upon  in  the  events  of  the  last  week.  The  season 
for  what  are  here  denominated  extra-parliamentary  utterances  is  now  com- 
mencing. The  most  interesting  speecnes  yet  repoi-ted  are  those  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Lord  Stanley,  the  solicitor  general,  and  Mr.  Bemal  Osbom.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  perceive  that,  in  regard  to  the  policy  adopted  towards  the  United 
States,  the  tone  is  uniform  and  settled.  However  these  persons  may  differ  in 
opinion  on  the  questions  involved  in  the  struggle,  they  agree  in  the  one  point 
of  the  inexpediency  of  meddling  with  it.  This  appears  to  render  it  probable 
that  the  action  of  the  government  under  any  administration  will  continue  much 
the  same. 

With  regard  to  internal  politics,  there  is  growing  more  and  more  difficulty  to 
perceive  the  shades  of  difference  between  existing  parties.  From  the  tenor  of 
Lord  Stanley's  views,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  conservatism  of  the  present  day 
has  ceased  to  represent  the  toryism  of  the  last  generation.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  position  of  Lord  Palmerston  is  the  sole  tie  which  holds  back  the  progressive 
movement  of  the  liberal  leaders.  A  few  days  since  he  completed  his  eightieth 
year.  He  is  still  reported  as  tolerably  hearty,  so  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
sustain  the  present  condition  of  things  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  this 
Parliament,  or,  in  other  words,  until  May,  1866.  After  that  time,  as  the  latest 
date,  the  probability  is  that  new  combinations  will  develop  themselves. 
Already  preparations  are  making,  on  all  sides,  for  an  active  canvass  for  seats 
in  the  new  Parliament.  The  reaction  caused  by  the  struggle  in  America 
has  spent  itself  for  the  present.  But  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  much 
effect  may  yet  be  produced  on  the  result  by  the  more  or  less  favorable  issue  of 
our  difficulties. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State t  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  803.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  Although  not  especially  requested  so  to  do,  I  send  herewith,  for  your 
information,  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  at  Sunderland  on 
the  7th  ultimo.  I  received  it  in  a  letter  from  William  Buckie,  esq.  The 
newspapers  transmitted  by  him,  containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings,  failed 
to  come  to  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary/  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Resolution  pa$$rd  at  a  meeting  held  at  Sunderland  on  the  7th  </  October ,  1864. 

**  That  this  meeting  is  convinced  that  slaveiy  was  the  sole  cause  of  the 
American  rebellion,  and  that  the  north,  in  resisting  that  rebellion,  is  sustaining 
the  cause  of  popular  government  and  the  freedom  of  the  slaves,  while  the 
south  is  fighting  to  maintain  and  extend  a  clave  empire ;  and  that,  therefore, 
this  meeting  desires  to  give  its  whole  moral  support  to  the  cause  of  order,  of 
civil  freedom,  of  constitutional  government,  and  of  emancipation,  all  of  which 
are  represented  by  the  north  in  its  struggle  to  maintain  the  Union." 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  806.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  3,  1864. 
Sir:  In  connexion  with  your  despatch  No.  1116,  of  the  7th  of  last  month, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  notes  which  have  passed  between  Lord 
Kussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  therein  referred  to. 
I  have  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


[Enclosures.] 


1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell,  October  27,  1864. 

2.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  November  2,  1864. 


Jlfr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  27,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  am  directed  to  lay  before  your  lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Savage,  the 
vice-consul  general  at  Havana,  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  respecting  cer- 
tain operations  in  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade,  for  the  information  of  her 
Majesty's  government. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  i^c,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office.  November  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  vonr 
letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  United  States 
vice-consul  at  the  Havana,  containing  information  respecting  the  slave  trade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,    with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,   your   most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  805.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  Having  bad  an  opportunity  informally  to  see  Lord  Kussell,  I  seized 
it  to  make  verbally  a  communicatioQ  to  bim  of  tbe  remark  contained  in  your 
despatcb,  No.  1093,  of  tbe  19tb  of  September,  on  tbe  subject  of  tbe  Tuscaloosa. 
His  lordsbip  made  no  observation,  excepting  to  tbe  effect  tbat  tbe  case  bad  been 
full  of  difficulties. 

I  likewise  spoke  to  bim  of  tbe  matter  embraced  in  your  despatcb  No.  1110, 
of  tbe  3d  of  October.  He  asked  me  to  write  iiim  a  note  wbicb  be  migbt  refer 
to  tbe  proper  department  for  information.  Accordingly  I  bave  since  addressed 
one  to  bim.  Wbenever  tbe  reply  may  come  to  band  I  sball  forward  copies  of 
botb  papers. 

1  bave  tbe  bonor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,   Washington,  D.  C. 

\ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  809.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  bave  tbe  bonor  to  acknowledge  tbe  reception  of  despatcbes  from  tbe 
department  numbered  from  1129  to  11 30,  inclusive. 

I  sball  proceed  at  once  to  prepare  tbe  necessary  papers  in  connexion  witb 
your  No.  1136.  Lnrd  Russell  is  this  week  absent,  partly  to  attend  tbe  marriage 
of  bis  son  Lord,  Ambersley,  and  partly  to  enter  upon  bis  new  honorary  function 
of  lord  rector  of  tbe  University  of  Aberdeen.  I  am  myself  about  to  pay  a 
visit  of  a  few  days  to  tbe  Duke  of  Devonshire,  at  Chats  worth,  so  that  my  rep- 
resentation will  not  in  all  probability  be  sent  in  until  next  week.  Apart  horn 
tbi?,  some  time  will  be  necessary  to  copy  tbe  accompanying  papers. 

There  is  little  to  note  in  tbe  events  ot  tbe  past  week.  Tbe  Queen  has  returned 
from  Scotland  and  is  now  at  Windsor,  near  enough  to  tbe  government  to  trans- 
act business  conveniently.  The  ministers  are  coming  back  to  town,  and  cabinet 
meetings  are  about  to  n  commence  on  tbe  14tb  instant. 

Some  attempts  bave  been  made  here  by  tbe  rebel  agents  and  their  allies  to 
raise  an  excitement  about  tbe  capture  of  tbe  Oreto,  alias  tbe  Florida,  at  Bahia. 
The  accounts  of  tbat  transaction  all  come  from  those  officers  of  tlie  vessel  wbo 
bave  arrived  at  Southampton,  and  are,  of  course,  untrustworthy.  As  this  gov- 
ernment is  not  at  present  in  diplomatic  communication  witb  tbat  of  tbe  Brazils, 
and  tbe  prospect  of  reconciliation  through  the  mediation  of  Portugal  is  as  yet 
pretty  remote,  I  do  not  presume  that  it  will  attempt  to  meddle  in  any  way  witb 
the  matter.  The  position  of  tbe  French  Emperor  would  seem  to  be  in  some 
degree  compromised  by  his  singular  decision  in  tbe  case  of  tbe  General  Arm- 
strong. Nevertheless,  whatever  questions  may  spring  out  of  this  transaction 
ought  to  be,  and,  I  doubt  not,  will  be,  decided  upon  by  tbe  President,  purely  on 
tbeir  intrinsic  merits  and  without  regard  to  immediate  circumstances. 
1  bave  tbe  bonor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  , 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

No.  810.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

Liverpool,  Nuvemhi  r  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  llie  statements  referred  to  in  your  despatch,  No.  1130,  of  the  lOtli  of 
October,  as  to  the  enlistmeut  of  an  army  of  Poles  in  the  cause  of  the  rebels, 
have  been  ininning  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers  in  this  country  so  far  as  to 
have  attracted  my  attention  some  time  ago.  The  fact  that  an  adventurer  has 
come  forward  to  offer  his  services  for  such  a  work,  in  view  of  an  adequate  re- 
muneration to  himself  for  the  attempt,  whether  it  succeed  or  fail,  is  likely 
enough.  Since  I  have  been  here  I  have  had  similar  overtures  made  to  me,  and 
that  by  persons  in  a  much  better  position  to  undertake  the  effort  with  success. 
But  I  must  confess  myself  to  have  been  thoroughly  skeptical  as  to  any  valuable 
issue  of  such  a  scheme.  It  would  involve  an  outlay  of  money,  and  difBculties 
of  equipment  and  transportation  which  no  individual  could  assume,  and  to 
whicn  the  state  of  the  rebel  finances  at  this  moment  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  respond.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  a  few  insurgent  Poles,  who  have  been  driven 
from  their  country  by  the  failure  of  the  late  insurrection,  may  be  tempted  indi- 
vidually to  try  their  chance  in  America  by  the  offer  of  a  free  passage  and  sub- 
Feqnent  employment.  But  I  think  they  would  much  more  cheerfully  enlist  on 
those  terms  under  tlie  standard  of  the  United  States  than  with  the  rebels.  In- 
deed, applications  of  that  kind  have  been  continually  made  to  me  from  that 
class  of  persons,  to  which  I  have  given  the  uniform  answer,  that  I  had  no 
authority  to  make  any  such  contract.  Possibly  a  few  of  these  may  have  gone 
to  the  rebel  agents,  who  have  few  scruples,  and  incur  little  responsibility  in  vio- 
lating the  law,  and  have  succeeded,  so  far  as  that  word  may  be  applied,  to 
engaging  in  a  course  founded  in  fraud  and  sustained  by  all  manner  of  wrong- 
doing. In  my  opinion,  that  resource  is  not  worth  counting  as  an  item  in  their 
resisting  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretaty  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard, 


No.  813.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department 
numbered  1137,  1138,  and  1139,  together  with  two  unofficial  notes  of  the  31st 
of  October. 

There  is  no  event  of  public  consequence  to  record  this  week.  The  first 
cabinet  meeting  of  the  season  was  held  on  Tuesday.  It  is  to  be  followed  by 
others,  notwithstanding  that  the  private  talk  is  that  little  can  be  found  to  pre- 
pare for  the  consideration  of  Parliament  The  usual  prorogation  has  taken 
place  until  the  13th  of  January,  at  which  period  the  day  of  the  actual  meeting 
for  the  despatch  of  business  will  be  designated.  This  will  probably  be  put  off 
as  late  as  possible. 

The  latest  accounts  from  the  United  States  bring  us  down  almost  to  the  close 
of  the  customary  canvass  inseparable  from  the  quadrennid  election  of  President 
Great  interest  is  felt  in  this  country  to  learn  the  result,  although  the  general 
impression  giveif  by  the  American  correspondents  of  the  hostile  press  is  that 
the  government  will  be  sustained.     Many  predictions  are,  however,  hazarded  of 
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domestic  dlBturbances  to  ensue  in  the  great  cities.  I  am  led  to  indulge  the  belief 
that  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  an  apprehension  will  be  most  likely  to 
SQpply  the  means  to  dispel  the  danger. 

Iho  country  has  passed  through  so  many  of  these  critical  periods  in  the 
present  struggle  without  missing  its  foothold,  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  it  will 
now  be  abln  to  march  with  a  firm  step  to  the  end  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  JState^  4^.,  fy:,^  ifc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  814.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Lord 
Russell  on  the  10th  instant,  embracing  the  substance  of  your  despatch.  No. 
1126,  of  the  17th  of  October,  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Lancaster's  intervention  in 
the  action  of  the  Kearsarge  and  the  Alabama.  I  presume  this  to  be  the  close 
of  that  correspondence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wcuhington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Earl  Rusidl, 

Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

London,  Navember  10,  1864. 

My  Lord:  In  rogard  to  the  note  of  the  26th  of  September  last,  which  your 
lordship  did  me  the  honor  to  address  me,  I  now  ask  permission  to  make  only 
two  observations,  preliminary  to  communicating  to  you  the  final  instructions  of 
my  government. 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  to  remark  that  her  Majesty's  government  consider 
the  act  of  the  commander  of  the  Deerhound  in  interposing  to  save  from  drown- 
mg  Captain  Semmes  and-  other  officers  and  men  of  the  Alabama  as  a  praise- 
worthy act  of  humanity ;  and  further,  that  any  proposal  to  restore  them  to  the 
hands  of  the  victors  in  the  struggle  after  they  had  reached  the  limits  of  thia 
kingdom  as  a  refuge,  could  be  viewed  only  as  involving  a  violation  of  the  duties 
of  hospitality  of  which  that  government  would  not  be  guilty. 

I  beg  leave  to  recall  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  original  allegation  in  my 
note,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  Captain  Semmes  and  his  companions,  after  being 
saved  from  drowning  by  the  intervention  of  a  British  subject,  did  not  reach  the 
limits  of  this  kingdom  as  a  refugee  claiming  the  right  of  hospitality,  so  much 
as  in  the  position  of  a  belligerent  determined  to  make  his  escape  from  capture 
or  death  to  a  neutral  territory  useful  to  himself  and  his  cause  by  initiating 
further  hostile  proceedings  against  his  enemy  in  the  very  place  where  he  claimed 
hospitality.  I  have  the  strongest  reasons  for  believing  that  the  time  which  has 
passed  whilst  I  have  had  the  honor  to  conduct  this  correspondence  with  your 
lordship  has  been  spent  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  British  and  native- 
bom,  in  fitting  out  another  vessel  from  this  kingdom  to  do  the  same  sort  of 
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piratical  work  which  the  Alabama  did  until  she  was  sent  to  the  bottom,  inliiefa 
vessel  has  sailed  from  here  to  an  agreed  place  on  the  ocean,  where  the  same  sort 
of  equipment  and  armament  which  was  placed  on  the  Alabama  has  been  placed 
on  board  of  her  by  another  British  vessel  sent  from' this  kingdom  for  the 
purpose,  and  where  were  transferred  Captain  Semmes  and  his  companions,  the 
persons  saved  by  the  alleged  humanity  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  for  the  ultimate 
object  of  continuing  a  war  of  destruction  of  life  and  property  against  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Whether  1  am  correct  or  not  in  these  statements, 
as  yet  founded  only  on  information  of  a  private  character,  time  will  not  be  long 
in  establishing ;  should  it  prove  to  be  so,  your  lordship  will  perhaps  pardon  me 
if  I  persist  in  maintaining  the  opinion  that  neither  was  the  act  of  Mr.  Lancaster 
in  saving  Captain  Semmes  from  capture  humane,  nor  is  the  act  of  her  Majesty's 
government  in  protecting  him  to  be  viewed  as  wholly  within  the  limits  of  that 
sort  of  hospitality  which  it  would  value  in  any  other  nation  if  practiced  towards 
the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  further  to  observe  towards  the  close  of  your  note 
that  her  Majesty's  government  have  been  far  more  successful  in  preventing 
breaches  of  neutrality  with  regard  to  the  fitting  out  of  cruisers  in  this  war,  than 
the  government  of  the  United  States  were  in  preventing  the  fitting  out  of  ships 
to  aid  the  South  American  republics  in  their  revolt  against  Spain. 

Were  it  expedient  at  this  late  day  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  relative 
merit  of  the  two  governments  in  the  two  very  widely  different  stages  of  their 
condition  in  acquitting  themselves  of  their  obligations  of  neutrality  under  circum- 
stances of  difficulty,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  result  which  might  be  arrived  at 
would  have  an  effect  in  materially  varying  the  views  that  should  be  taken  of  the 
shortcomings  of  either.  Very  fortunately,  1  am  saved  the  necessity  of  further 
discussion  of  it  by  pointing  out  to  your  lordship  a  circumstance  which  seems 
tp  have  entirely  escaped  your  attention.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  deficien- 
cies of  the  United  States  in  the  instance  alluded  to,  compensation  therefor  has 
been  made  to  Spain,  and  her  full  and  free  release  has  been  given  under  the 
sanction  of  her  hand  to  a  solemn  treaty.  Whenever  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment shall  acknowledge  itself  prepai-ed  to  perfect  the  parallel  instance,  the 
example  may  be  cited  against  the  United  States,  but  not  until  then. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  infoim  your  lordship  that,  after  a  careful  consideration 
of  your  note  of  the  26th  of  September,  my  government  thinks  itself  entitled 
to  adhere  to  the  several  positions  it  has  heretofore  assumed  in  regard  to  the 
painful  transaction  in  question,  as  these  have  been  made  known  through  me  to 
her  Majesty's  government.  I  am  further  directed  to  express  to  you  the  Presi- 
dent's concern  at  the  failure,  thus  far,  of  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  avert 
a  misunderstanding  between  the  two  couutries  upon  a  point  which  the  American 

Seople  have  cause  to  regard  as  senously  affecting  their  national  honor  and 
ignity. 
Praying  your  hardship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russbll,  4^.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  815.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

LondoHt  November  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  During  my  absence  from  town  my  secretary,  Mr.  Moran,  received  from 
Mr.  Dabney  information  relating  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  Sea  King  at  Teneriffe, 
which  he  transmitted  to  you  by  the  last  steamer.     Since  then  Mr.  Dudley,  tht 


al  liwvpoel,  hm  obtehiei  deposi^iMui  hem  tvo  of  tbe  seunni  of  ihaife 
Tetsdi*  wlio  vefiMed  to  onlist  under  Gaptoia  Semnea,  and  haa  fiumiBhed  copiea 
to  me*  I  luvre  eonoliidod»  m  advaaoe  of  the  inatractions  which  I  shall  do^bUeaa 
vooeive,  to  aettd  copies  at  oooe  to  Ijord  Bosaeli  with  a  brief  note»  morely 
reHeoforcing  the  poaition  alreadj  takeu  in  mine  of  the  lOtfa  instant ;  a  copy  of 
which  also  goes  to  yon  by  this  steamer, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabb, 

S$ar^iarjf  of  SkUCf  icn  4v.>  4v- . 

[Enclomire.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Bnssell,  Noyember  18,  1864. 
Copies  of  depositions  will  be  sent  by  Mr.  Dudley. 


Mr.  Adaau  to  Eari  Rmtdl. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18,  1864. 
My  Lobd:  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  T.  H.  Dudley,  esquira, 
eovering  the  depositions  of  two  seamen  on  board  of  the  steamer  Sea  King,  who 
have  returned  to  that  place.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  that  the  statement  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  your  lordship  in  my  note  of  the  10th  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  Captain  Semmes,  is  sustained  in  every  particular. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consideratioB 
with  wmch  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  ^v.,  4^,  ^c. 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  816.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18, 1864. 
Sib  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  your  despatch,  No.  1116,  of 
the  10th  of  October,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  case  of  Mr. 
Bntterfield.    A  copy  of  this,  and  likewise  of  his  lordship's  reply  on  the  14th 
instant,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  igc.,  Ifc^  ifc. 


Mr.  Aimm  to  Eati  BmoOU 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  4,  1894. 
My  Loed  :  In  regard  to  the  note  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  dated 
the  30th  of  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Butterfidd's  course  at  Key  West* 
23  c  ♦ 


toA  mPLOMATIC  OORBESPOirDSVaL 

in  the  ctme  of  a  person  named  Edward  F.  Bidi,  I  am  directed  to  enbm^to  yoar 
eoDBideration  a  copj  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Becretarj  of  the  Nsvj  bj  Ad^ 
miral  Bailey,  the  officer  who  made  the  original  eompksntt  I  am  farther  in* 
ttmcted  to  apprise  yotir  lordship,  that  whilst  there  Is  no  desfa^  on  the  part  of 
^7  government  f^ner  to  agitate  this  matter,  this  conrse  is  not  intended  to  im* 
plj  anj  disposition  to  assent  to  the  couclusion  respecting  it  which  appears  to 
naye  been  arrived  at  bj  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideraticfii 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussbll,  ifc.  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Eari  Ruisett  to  Mr.  Admms. 

FoRBiGN  Office,  November  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  in  which  you  submit  for  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Bailey  relative  to  the  course  pursued  by 
Mr.  Yice-Gonsul  Butterfield  in  the  case  of  a  person  named  Edward  F.  Bich. 
You  are  pleased  to  say  that  there  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  your  government 
flirther  to  agitate  this  matter,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  in  reply,  that  hw 
M^esty's  government  have  no  wish  to  carry  the  matter  further. 

I  have  me  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  817.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Lord  Whamdiffe,  the  chairman  of  the  British  as- 
sociation organized  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebel  cause,  a  note,  a  copy  of 
which  is  transmitted  herewith.     I  append  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  « 

Secretary  of  8uUe,  ^c.,  8fc.,  Sgc. 


Wortley  Hall,  Sheffield, 

November  12,  1864. 

Your  Excellency  :  A  bazaar  has  been  held  in  St.  George's  Hall,  Liverpool, 
to  provide  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  southern  prisoners  of  war ;  it  has  produced  a 
dear  sum  of  about  <£  17,000.  In  preference  to  any  attempt  to  reach  the  in- 
tended object  by  circuitous  means,  a  committee  of  English  gentlemen  has  been 
formed  to  address  you  on  the  subject 

As  chairman  of  this  committee,  I  venture  to  ask  your  excellency  to  request 
the  permission  of  your  government  that  an  accredited  a^nt  may  be  sent  out  to 
visit  the  military  prisons  within  the  northern  States,  and  minister  to  the  comfort 
'  of  diose  for  whom  this  Amd  is  intended,  under  such  supervision  as  your  gov- 
ernment may  direct. 
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Permit  me  to  state  that  no  political  end  is  aimed  at  by  this  moTement.  It 
haa  received  support  from  many  who  were  opposed  to  the  political  action  of  the 
BouA.  Nor  is  it  intended  to  impute  that  the  confederate  prisoners  are  denied, 
such  attentions  as  the  ordinanr  rules  enjoin.  But  these  rules  are  narrow  and 
atern.  Winter  is  at  hand»  and  the  clothing  which  may  satisfy  the  rules  of  war 
will  not  protect  the  natives  of  a  warm  climate  from  the  severe  cold  of  the  north. 

Sir,  the  issue  of  this  great  contest  will  not  be  determined  by  individual  sof* 
ftriBff,  be.it  greater  or  less,  and  you,  whose  family  name  is  interwoven  with 
Amencan  history,  cannot  view  with  indifference  the  sufferings  of  American  cit- 
izenSy  whatever  their  state  or  their  opinions.. 

On  more  than  one  occasion,  aid  has  been  proffered  by  the  people  of  one  coun- 
try to  special  classes  under  great  affliction  in  another.  May  it  not  be  permitted 
to  us  to  follow  these  examples,  especially  when  those  we  desire  to  solace  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  their  immediate  kinsmen.  I  trust  that  these  precedents 
and  the  voice  of  humanity  may  plead  with  your  excellency,  and  induce  you  to 
prefer  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  request  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WHARNOLIFPE. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  G.  F.  Adams,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Admm$toLord  WkamUiffe. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  letter  of 
the  12th  instant,  asking  me  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  mv  government  a 
request  of  certain  EngUsh  gentlemen,  made  through  your  lordship,  to  send  out 
an  accredited  agent  to  visit  the  military  prisoners  held  by  the  United  States,  and 
afford  them  such  aid,  additional  to  that  extended  by  the  ordinarv  rules  of  war, 
as  may  be  provided  by  the  fund  which  has  been  raised  here  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  very  sure  that  it  has  never  been  the  desire  of  my  government  to  treat 
with  unnecessary  or  vindictive  severity  any  of  the  misguided  individuals,  par- 
ties in  this  deplorable  rebellion,  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands  in  the  regular 
course  of  war.  I  should  greatly  rejoice  were  the  effects  of  your  sympathy  ex- 
tended to  the  ministering  to  the  mental  ailment,  not  less  than  the  bodily  suffer- 
ings of  these  unfortunate  persons,  thus  contributing  to  put  an  end  to  a  struggle 
which  otherwise  is  too  likely  to  be  only  procrastinated  by  your  labors. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  shall  be  happy  lo  promote  any  humane  endeavors  to  al- 
leviate the  horrors  of  this  strife,  and  in  that  sense  shall  very  cheerfully  comply 
with  you  lordship's  desire,  so  ^  as  to  transmit,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  to 
my  government,  a  copy  of  the  application  which  has  been  addressed  to  me. 

1^  beg  your  lordship  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

CHAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Lord  Wharncxifpb,  4^.,  !fc.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1153.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonf  November  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  10th  instant,  No.  95, 
from  Mr.  D.  Thurston,  vice-consul  general  of  the  United  S^tes  at  jilontreal. 
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CanMihf  and  of  my  replj  thereto,  of  the  iMk  inaUaL,  No.  61,  rdatire  to  ihe 

Srooeedinge  of  the  Caoadian  authoritiea  in  regard  to  prevention  of  hostile  en*- 
itione  from  the  British  provinces  against  the  Unitea  States.  I  fear  that  after 
all,  either  through  deficiency  of  the  laws  or  error  in  application  of  them,  the 
outrages  may  be  continued,  the  consequences  of  which  I  have  already  anffir 
dently  indicated* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  aervant, 

WnUAK  H.  SEWA&D. 
Ohablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  3fc„  ^c^  4^. 


Mr,  Ihmr$ton  ta  Mr.  Smimrd, 

No.  95.]  Unitbd  States  Oonsulatb  Gbnbbal, 

Montreal,  November  10,  1864. 

81B :  Some  days  since  the  Hon.  G.  E.  Carti^r,  attorney  general  east,  called 
at  the  Ottawa  Hotel,  and  left  his  card  for  the  consul  general  and  myself.  The 
consul  general  beine  absent,  Mr.  Garti^r  expressed  the  wish  that  I  would  caU 
on  him  at  his  residence  before  he  left  the  city.  Accordingly,  the  next  day  I 
called  at  his  house,  but  not  finding  him  at  home  I  left  my  card,  with  a  request 
that  he  would  do  me  the  honor  to  call  at  the  consulate  previous  to  his  leaving 
for  Quebec.  Saturdav  morning  last  Mr.  Emmons  of  Detroit  called  at  the 
constdate,  and  stated  that  the  object  of  his  visit  was  to  obtain  information  in 
reference  to  the  raid  on  St.  Alboins,  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and 
the  views  which  the  government  of  Canada  might  entertain  of  its  powers  to 
rwder  up  the  prisoners  under  the  law  ;  or,  if  the  law  was  defective,  whether 
the  government  possessed  the  right  to  increase  its  powers  by  additional  legis- 
lation. 

He  explained  to  me  diat  he  had  no  official  character,  but  that  he  had  lately 
viiuted  Washington,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State,  and  although  he  had  received  no  authority  to  represent  the  government 
firom  the  department,  yet  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  had  sympathised 
with  his  efforts,  and  had  freely  conversed  with  him  and  his  associate,  Mr.  Barnes, 
of  rortland,  on  these  subjects,  as  citizens,  and  had  expressed  the  wish  that  they 
eliould  visit  Montreal  on  their  way  home.  Mr.  Emmons  exhibited  to  me  several 
documents  establishing,  as  I  believe,  his  position  as  a  gentleman  of  position  and 
respectability  in  his  State,  and  referred  me  to  parties  m  Montreal  to  whom  he 
was  well  known. 

While  I  was  conversing  with  Mr.  Emmons,  Mr.  Oarti^r  and  the  Hon.  Darcy 
McGke,  minister  of  agriculture,  came  into  the  consulate.  I  introduced  to  them 
Mr.  Emmons,  and  stated  to  them  tlie  object  of  his  visit  at  Montreal,  as 
explained  to  me,  and  remarked  to  Mr.  Carti^r  that  I  presumed,  from  his  calling 
on  the  consul  general  and  myself  at  our  hotel,  and  the  expression  of  his  wish 
that  I  should  visit  him  at  his  residence,  he  desired  to  confer  with  me  on  the 
matter  of  the  St.  Albans  raid.  I  had  ventured  to  request  him  to  call  at  the 
consulate,  as  I  learned  he  was  to  leave  for  Quebec  that  evening,  and  I  feared  I 
should  miiss  the  opportunity  of  having  an  interview  before  he  left. 

•  ••#•••• 

I  then  informed  him  that  explanationci  had  been  made  to  the  Departmrait  of 
State  of  the  immediate  and  earnest  action  of  the  authorities  of  Gana^  to  secure 
^  arrest  of  the  raiders,  and  of  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with  which  the 
representations  of  the  consular  officers  had  been  received  by  the  govemsMnt-^ 
Gauada,  and  of  the  satisfaction  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  the  promptness  and  efficiency  which  the  provincial  govenuneni  had 
manifested  in  this  matter. 
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The7  also  invited  107  frequent  eonsiiltiition  with  their  offic^B  in  Montreal, 
«nd  in  other  locaHties,  and  desired  me  freeiy  to  commanicate  with  them  when* 
erer  I  had  any  matter  of  which  I  thought  it  proper  thej  should  he  informed. 
They  expressed  their  earnest  desire  to  do  ererTthuir  possible  ander  the  law, 
and  evinced  mn^h  nleasure  that  the  department  had  been  iorfWned  of  the  steps 
taken  in  the  8t  Albans  raid,  and  left. 

•  ••••••• 

This  interriew  with  three  of  the  leading  members  of  Lord  Monck's  ministry, 
unsolicited  on  my  part,  is  certainly  an  evidence  of  the  good  faidi  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Canada,  and  its  earnest  desire  efiectaally  to  pnt  in  force  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  and  to  maintain  all  their  obligations  as  a  neutral  power  at 
peace  with  the  United  States.  I  should  not  have  asked  an  interview  of  diis 
kind,  but  as  Mr.  Gartidr  evidently  sought  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
me  on  the  subject  of  the  raid,  committed  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  talk  freely  with  him,  Mr.  McOee,  and  Mr.  McDougal 
on  the  subject,  and  have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  fbr^ing  narrative  as  a 
resume  of  what  wbs  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D?  THURSTON, 
VmUd  States  Vtce-Comul  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward* 

Secretary  of  State,  Waehmgton,  D.  C. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  TlnrtlM. 

No.  61.]  Dbpaktiibnt  op  Statb, 

Waehin^toHt  November  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch,  No.  95,  has  been  received.  The  sniril  manifested  by 
the  Gsnadian  nrinisters  at  the  conference  to  which  it  rdaetes  was  just  and 
icMidly;  we  hope  they  may  arrest  the  evSL  Your  own  pfoceedings  are 
approved. 

I  am,  sir,  joms  obedient  servant^ 

FBED£BIOK  W.  SEWARD, 

dmUtant  Secretary. 
D.  TmmsTON,  Es^ 

United  States  Vtce- Consul  General,  Montreal. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1159.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statr, 

Washington,  November  21, 1864» 

Sir  :  We  have  satisfactory  information  that  the  operations  of  die  rebel  Price 
against  Missouri  have  failed,  and  that  he  has  retired  southward  beyond  the  line 
i^ere  pursuit  would  be  consistent  with  the  strat^j*  of  our  commanders. 

The  brief  season  of  military  repose  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  seems  to 
have  come  to  an  end.  Direet  communications  with  Mijor  Qenend  Sherman 
ham  eeased.  We  hear  through  the  rebel  newspapers  that  he  is  advaneing  in 
Qeei^  and  they  say  that  on  the  17th  instant  he  was  at  Joneeburg. 
Qeoeral  GiUen  suffered  a  defaat  at  the  hands  of  Breckinridge  in  East  Tennes- 
see, with  the  loss  of  foui  hundred  killed*  wounded,  and  missing.  Hood  is 
aumcNivriDg  in  Al^y^n^^  on  the  borders  of  Tennessee  river ;   but  die  com- 
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manding  general  in  that  region  thinks  himself  able  to  mahitaili  his  position  in 
Tennessee.  It  is  understood  that  at  leaat  one  column  of  the  enemy's  fbree 
which  has  so  long  been  operating  under  Early  in  th^  Shenandoah  yallej  has 
been  withdrawn  to  Kchmond.  We  have  good  grounds  ibr  beUeving  that  the 
report  of  the  death  of  M%jor  Greneral  Oanbj,  which  fills  the  morning  news* 
papers,  is  erroneous,  as  I  pray  Gk>d  it  may  be. 

I  give  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  addressed,  on 
the  11th  instant,  to  Mr.  Webb,  our  minister  at  Bio,  on  the  subject  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Florida  at  Bahia.  We  have  not  yet  received  any  communications, 
or  indeed  any  information  whatever  relating  to  the  transaction,  from  Bio. 

The  exigencies  of  civil  war  have  at  kst  brought  the  treasonable  cabal  at 
Bichmond  to  a  serious  debate  upon  propositions  for  arming,  and,  of  course,  eman- 
cipating a  portion  of  the  slave  population.  Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  so  deeply 
deprecated  irrepressible  conflict  has  at  last  broken  out  in  the  very  seat  and 
citadel  of  slavery  itself. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Oharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc^  ^.,  Sfc. 

[Same  to  other  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Adams, 


No.  162.J  Washington,  November  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  military  situation  in  Shenandoah  valley  remains  unchanged.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  sie^re  of  Bichmond. 

Our  information  from  Oeneral  Sherman,  through  rebel  channels,  is  that  he 
has  advanced  in  a  track  covjering  the  two  great  railroads  beyond  Milledgeville 
and  Macon,  thus  fkr  encountering  no  serious  opposition. 

It  is  understood  that  the  rebels  in  Alabama  and  Tennessee  are  designing  to 
pursue  and  harass  Sherman.  Dispositions  have  been  made  by  General  Thomas 
foT  such  an  emeigency.  ^ 

The  rebel  Florida  was  sunk  in  Hampton  Boads.  No  communications  on  the 
subject  of  her  capture  have  been  received  from  Brazil. 

The  honorable  Edward  Bates  has  resiene^  the  office  of  Attorney  Oeneial 
of  the  United  States.  He  will  be  succeeded  by  the  honorable  Joseph  Holt,  of 
Kentucky, 

I  give  you  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  that  has  been  held  between  Mr.  Josq>li 
Parker,  of  Mancnester,  England,  and  this  department. 

The  Asia's  mails  are  being  opened,  just  at  the  moment  when  foreign  mail  is 
being  closed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Oharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc..  Sfc. 


Mr,^  Parker  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washinoton,  D.Oh  November  26,  1864. 

Honorablb  Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  deputed  to  convey 

to  Ais  country  an  address  from  the  people  of  Ghreat  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the 

people  of  the  United  States  of  America.    The  address  was  presented  to  (}ot- 

emor  Seymour  for  him  to  present  through  the  proper  channel.    I  was  requested 
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by  him  to  conrey  it  to  the  President  of  the  United  Statet,  as  the  anthorized 
channel  of  communication  between  the  people  of  other  nations  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  May  I,  therefore,  ask  the  honor  of  an  op- 
portnnity  for  so  doing? 

1  am,  honorable  sir,  yonrs,  most  obedi^itly, 

JOSEPH  PARKER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StaUt  ffc^  4%;.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Parker, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washingtoth  November  20,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  date,  stating  that  you  are  the  bearer  of  an  address 
from  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
has  been  received.  Before  answering  the  question  which  your  letter  contains, 
it  is  desirable  to  be  further  informed  whether  you  have  authority  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland  for  the  purpose  referred  to,  and  whether 
your  mission  has  been  made  known  to  the  di^omatic  agent  of  that  government 
accredited  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
JoeBPfl  Parkhb,  Esq.,  WoikingUm,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Parker  to  Mr,  Sewtrd, 

Metropolitan  Hotbl, 
WoihtngUm,  D,  C,  November  26,  1864. 
HoNORABLB  SiR :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  to-day,  permit  me  to  state  that 
the  address  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  deputed  by  the  parties  signing 
it  to  bring  to  this  country,  and  containing  the  signatures  of  some  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  of  my  countrymen — ^from  the  peer  to  the  artisan — ^is  not  from 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  nor  from  any  political  party.  It  is  simply 
an  expression  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the  masses  of  the  people  of  Great  Britam 
to  see  peace  again  restored  to  this  continent. 

Waiting  your  fovor,  I  am,  honorable  sir,  yours,  most  obediently, 

JOSEPH  PARKER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  qf  State,  fy:.,  ^c,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Parker, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 
f  Waskington,  November  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  receive  the  address  which 
waa  mention^  in  your  notes  of  this  morning.    Your  request  for  an  interview 
with  the  President  to  present  the  address  is  therefore  declined. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J08BPH  Parkbr,  Esq.,  Metropolitan  Hotel. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Aimk^ 

No.  1164.]  Dbpabtment  op  Statb, 

WaaihMigtom,  November  29,  1864.    * 

B»  ^f^The  endoMd  copy  of  a  conunamcatioii,  of  the  25th  instant,  from  the 
War  Department,  is  transmitted  to  70a  with  a  view  to  a  proper  lepreseBteftioii 
beinff  addressed  by  70U  to  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  the  subject  to  which  it 
ehieflj  relates,  namdy,  the  existence  and  movements  of  an  organised  body  of 
enemies  of  the  United  States  at  Marysburg,  in  Prince  Edward's  county,  Canada. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Charlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.,  8fc./8fc. 


Mr.  Dmm  to  Mr,  SemmL 

War  Dbpabtmbnt, 
Woihington  Cit^,  November  25,  1864. 

Sib:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  traasmilfor  your  isfbrmation  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dix  relative  to  the  diatarbed  \ 
dition  of  the  northern  frontiers. 

I  have  the  hoBor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  DANA, 
AnUtant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Maji9t  QenmIL  t)ix  to  Mr,  SUmim, 
HBADQfirABTBBB  DbPABTMBNT  OF  THft  EaM*, 

New  York  City,  November  22,  1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  following  reliable  information :  There  are  about  forty  rebds 
bk  Marysburg,  Prince  Edward's  county,  Canada,  on  the  north  side  of  iJake  On- 
tario, and  northwest  of  Oswego.  They  drill  regularly  about  three  times  a  week» 
and  are  armed  with  revolvers.  They  board  with  the  farmers  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, seem  to  have  plenty  of  money*  and  say  they  belong  to  John  Morgan's 
corps.  These  organizations  for  hostile  purposes,  on  Canadian  soil,  are  so  plainly 
in  violation  of  all  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  that  I  cannot  doubt  the  willing- 
ness of  the  Canadian  authorities  to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proper  notice. 

There  are  some  indications  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  our  citisens  along  the 
frontier,  on  account  of  the  outrages  on  the  Detroit  river  and  at  St  Albans ;  and 
I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to  the  former  would  have  a  sahi- 
tary  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

I  am,  very  lespectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 
Major  General,  New  York. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STAifTON, 

Secretary  of*  War,  ifc,,  4^.,  Ijfc* 


sei 


Mr.  Seward  Uk  Mr.  Admnt* 


No.  1165.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WoikingUm,  November  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  endoie  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  Mr.  AUein»  United  States  consul  at  Bermuda,  and  the  authorities  of 
.  those  islands,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Boanoke  bj  the  insui^gents. 
You  are  instructed  to  make  known  to  her  Britannic  Hajeetj's  goremment  the 
fMts  therein  mentioned,  and  to  protest  against  the  proceedings  at  Bermuda  in 
enlisting  the  men  and  discharging  the  accused  parties ;  the  protest  to  apply 
particularly  to  Braine,  who  was  concerned  in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  and 
whose  delirery  was  refused. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedieflt  senrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Oharlbs  Francis  At>AM8,  Esq.,  ^n^.,  ^c,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  AOm  to  Mr,  Seward. 
No.  142.]  OONSULATB  OP  TBB  UfflTBD  StATVS  OP  AmBRICA, 

Bermmda,  October  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  all  the  correspondence 
between  myself  and  the  authorities  of  these  islands  in  relation  to  the  Boanoke 
affiur,  numbered  from  one  to  five,  with  copies  of  the  enclosures  they  contained 
annexed.  It  wiH,  I  trust,  be  obyious  from  this  correspondence  that  all  I  could 
do  under  the  circumstances  was  done  to  bring  these  men  to  justice. 

The  real  facts  of  the  case^  though  no  doubt  known  from  the  first  to  many  in 
this  town,  were  studiously  conceiued  from  me ;  and  eyen  after  the  arrest  was 
made,  no  official  intimation  was  conyeyed  to  me  of  the  nature  of  the  charge  on 
which  they  had  been  arrested,  nor  was  I  requested  to  attend  die  examination. 
I  was  thus  left  to  get  at  the  matter  as  best  I  could,  and  under  many  disadyan- 
tages.  It  is,  howeyer,  equally  obyious  thai  had  I  been  in  full  possession  of  all 
the  facts,  from  the  first,  and  been  able  to  make  my  application  at  an  earlier 
stage  oi  the  prooeedings,  or  to  make  any  other  kind  or  form  of  application,  the 
result  must  haye  been  precisely  the  same,  as  the  decision  came  to  \j  the  author- 
ities here  was  based,  not  on  any  deficiency  or  error  in  the  steps  taken  by  me, 
hut  simply  on  the  isolated  ground  that  the  acts  proyed  did  not,  m  the  opinion  of 
the  law  officer  of  the  crown,  amount  to  enough  to  establish  die  charge  made, 
and  consequent^  could  not  come  within  the  proyisions  of  the  treaty  of  August 
9,  1842. 

This  is  eyident  from  the  fact  that  the  accused  were  liberated,  not  on  a  decision 
of  the  magistrates,  but  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  by  the  attorney 
general. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  senrant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  OmnJ. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  <f  SUiU,  4iv.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Mr^AUmtoMr. 

No.  1.]  Consulatb  op  thb  Unitcd  States  op  Amerioa, 

Bermuda.  October  6,  1864. 
Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  affidayit  of  one  Bobert 
Deyine.  ^ 
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Belieying  the  facts  therein  set  forth  to  be  in  eontraventioii  of  the  foreim  en- 
listment act,  I  would  respectfbllj  request  your  ezoellency  to  take  such  imme- 
diate action  as  to  prevent  all  persons  being  enlisted  in  these  islands  for  suclt 
belligerent  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

0.  M.  ALLEN, 

Dkiud  StaUt  Consul. 
His  Excellency  W.  O.  Hamley, 

Lieut.  Governor,  Commander^n-Chief^  ife.j  Bermuda. 


[EocloMd  with  No  1.] 
Affidavit  of  Robert  Devime. 

I  hereby  declare  that  I  have  this  day  been  shipped  by  and  before  Mr.  Black* 
to  join  some  confederate  vessel  now  in  the  offing,  to  proceed  to  Wilmington.  I 
signed  articles,  but  the  name  of  ihe  vessel  was  not  filled  in.  Some  eighty  or 
ninety  other  persons  have  also  shipped  for  the  same  vessel  I  was  told  oy  Mr. 
Black  that  he  wanted  no  man  who  could  not  fight,  or  who  was  afraid  of  gun- 
powder, as  they  would  have  to  fight  their  way  to  Wilmington. 

K^ERT  DEVINE. 

Delivered  before  me  this  6th  October,  1864. 

W.  0.  J.  HTLAND,  J.  P. 


[Reply  to  No.  1.] 
Mr.  HmmUf  U  Mr.  AUm. 

MouNt  Langton,  October  6,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  reference  to  the  letter  and  enclosure  which  you  placed  in  my  hands 
this  afternoon,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that,  after  giving  the  matter  all  the  consider- 
ation of  which  the  time  has  admitted,  I  do  not  find  sufficient  evidence  of  any 
fact  on  which  I  can  exercise  executive  authority  or  interposition,  although  there 
is  enough  to  excite  that  vigilance  which  I  will  take  care  to  exercise  wi£  regard 
to  it. 

As  I  cannot,  in  a  case  like  this,  act  without  convincing  written  testimony, 
and  as  I  must,  of  course,  rely  principally  on  your  activity  to  obtain  the  required 
evidence,  I  must  request  you  to  furnish  me,  in  writing,  with  as  early  and  authende 
information  on  this  point  as  you  can  possibly  obtain. 

Although  I  thus  claim  your  energetic  assistance,  be  assured  of  mv  using 
every  means  in  my  own  power  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  or  of  the  neutrality  prescribed  by  her  Majesty's  government 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  HAMLET, 
Lieutenani  Ovtfemor  and  Comma$tder'in'Ckief. 
0.  M.  Allen,  Esq., 

Consul  for  the  United  States  qf  Americaf  St.  Georges. 
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Mr.  Mm  to  Mr.  HmnUff. 

No.  2.  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  October  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  ^  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  excellency's  letter, 
dated  the  6th  instant,  in  which  yon  inform  roe  that  jou  do  not  consider  the 
eyidence  I  produced  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  exercise  executive  authority. 

I  labor  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  access  to  any  copy  of  the  for- 
eign enlistment  act,  and  to  some  extent,  therefore,  write  under  obscurity ;  but  If 
the  &ct  of  one  or  more  confederate  war- vessels  being  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  these  islands ;  of  one  or  both  making  a  nightly  visit  to  Five  Fathom  Hole* 
and  being  there  visited  by  the  person  acting  as  confederate  agent;  of  coals  and 
other  supplies  being  sent  out  there  to  them  by  a  well-known  firm  in  this  town; 
of  men  being  enlisted  for  them  by  the  so-called  confederate  agent,  and,  when 
reported  as  communicating  with  myself,  being  stripped  in  the  presence  of  that 
agent,  by  his  direction,  and  being  searched  for  a  protection  or  some  other  paper — 
if  these  circumstances,  or  any  of  them,  notorious  now  in  the  town,  constitute  a 
breach  of  the  act  in  Question,  I  have  to  submit  that  such  a  breach  has  been 
palpably  made.  I  shall  persevere  in  my  endeavors  to  obtain  such  further  evi- 
dence as  may  enable  your  excellency  to  feel  yourself  justified  in  taking  action  ; 
but  I  need  hardly  point  out  that,  situated  as  I  am  here,  with  the  general  policy 
of  Ae  community  adverse  to  the  cause  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  these 
islands,  every  difficulty  will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  my  obtaining  it,  and  I  can 
hardly  hope  for  any  but  circumstantial  evidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN, 

UniUd  States  ComuL 

His  Excellency  W.  G.  Hamlbv, 

Lieut.  Gov,  and  Commander-in-Chief,  Sfc^,  Mount  Langton, 


Mr.  AUen  to  Mr.  HmnUty. 

No.  3.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bermuda,  October  8,  1864. 
SlE :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  evidence,  which  in  my  opinion  is 
conclusive,  to  the  extent  of  showing  that  an  act  of  piracy  has  been  committed 
on  board  an  Amerioan  vessel  now  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  these  islands. 
Should  your  excellency  deem  the  evidence  enclosed  sufficient  to  enable  you  to 
take  action  in  the  matter,  I  beg  to  request  that  the  steamship  in  question  may 
be  brought  into  port  here  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  and  a  proper  ex- 
amination instituted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN, 

United  States  Consul. 
His  Excellency  W.  G.  Hamlev, 

Lieut.  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief,  tfCn  Bermuda. 

[EnckMore  with  No.  3.] 
BERMm)A,  ALIAS  60MEBS'  ISLANDS. 

By  Wm.  Christopher  John  Hyland,  a  notmir 
[L.  fl.]    W.  C.  J.  Htlakd,       public  in  and  for  the  islands  of  Bermuda,  and  all 
JVotary  PtMic.    other  her  Majesty's  foreign  dominions  and  terri* 
torieSy  duly  commissioned  and  sworn. 


%M  HSMAMkXtO  OOttBBCnNMIBSlf  CI. 


To  an  to  whom  tlUtprfmt  witing  o^  inHrument  of  protect  ihall  come,  greeting : 
Enow  ye,  l^at  on  tbo  day  of  die  date  hereof,  penoDally  appeared  before  mA 
Edward  Dingle  Nichols,  late  chief  officer  of  the  steamship  Roanoke,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America^  and  Frank  Edward  Haw* 
ley,  late  purser  of  said  ship,  who  on  oath  saf ,  that  on  the  29th  of  September 
last  thej  left  the  citnr  of  Havana,  in  Cuba,  laden  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  about 
forty  passengers ;  that  on  the  same  day  of  the  month,  when  they  had  been  at 
tea  about  fire  hours,  a  man  named  Braine,  alias  Johnson,  lately  implicated  in 
the  seizure  of  the  steamship  Ohesapeake,  of  New  York,  assisted  actively  by 
about  nine  other  persons,  yioiently  and  by  force  of  arms,  when  Captain  Drew 
and  mbst  of  the  other  officers  were  asleep  in  their  state-rooms,  seized  the  steam- 
ship Roanoke,  and  placed  the  said  Captain  A.  Drew,  with  die  whole  of  the 
ship's  company,  (the  firemen  excepted,)  in  irons;  that  while  so  engaged  they 
killed  the  carpenter  of  said  steamship,  by  shooting,  and  also  wounded  the  thim 
engineer;  that  they  then  proceeded  and  made  the  island  of  Bermuda  on  the  4th 
day  of  October,  instant,  and  took  a  pilot-boat  on  the  evenine  of  that  day ;  that 
they  proceeded  to  the  east  end  of  these  islands  and  anchored  in  or  near  to  Five 
Fathom  Hole,  about  eieht  post  meridian  of  that  day,  and  there  remained  until 
about  half  past  3  o'clock  of  the  following  morning;  that  at  about  9  o'clock,  just 
after  anchoring,  the  said  Braine  left  the  ship  in  the  pilot-boat  and  proceeded 
on  shore,  in  the  direction  of  the  town  of  St.  (ieorge ;  that  at  about  3  o'clock  oa 
the  following  morning  the  said  Braine  again  returned  to  the  said  steamship, 
accompanied  by  four  or  five  other  persons  firom  the  shore ;  that  they  soon  after 
weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  seaward ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  5th  instant 
the  vessel  was  again  brought  and  anchored  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  or  its  vicinity ; 
that  at  about  11  o'clock  on  the  same  night,  five  or  six  persons  aeain  came  on 
board  from  the  shore ;  that  one  of  the  said  parties  was  recognized  by  a  passen- 
ger, B.  B.  Blydenbaugh,  as  Joseph  Johnson,  a  merchant  of  the  town  of  St 
George ;  that  they  heard  one  of  these  parties,  whom  they  have  every  reason  t* 
believe  is  named  Black,  tell  the  present  purser  of  the  said  ship,  one  Jashoop^ 
that  the  brie  would  not  be  out  with  coals  and  provisions  until  the  following 
day ;  that  they  shortly  left  the  ship,  and  she  again  proceeded  seaward,  but 
again  returned  towards  the  land  tiA  night  dosed  ta ;  that  at  about  8  o'clock  p. 
m.  of  the  6th  of  October  they  made  a  brig  with  a  light  at  her  foremast  head, 
and  they  spoke  her  about  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  land  off  the  light-house, 
and  she  was  ordered  to  heave  to  until  daylight ;  that  a  boat  was  sent  on  board 
of  her  from  the  said  steamship,  and  she  returned  soon  aft;er  with  sundry  provi- 
sions ;  that  on  that  night  and  following  morning  about  forty  men  were  sent  on 
board  the  steamer  from  the  said  brig,  and  which  prbved  to  be  the  Village  GirU 
of  Whitehaven ;  that  all  day  of  the  7th  October  was  employed  transporting 
coals  and  provisions  on  board  the  said  steamship  from  the  said  brie  Village  Girl ; 
that  the  said  Braine  and  other  officers  informed  them  on  that  day  that  a  brig 
with  a  black  ball  in  her  fore-topsail  would  come  and  take  off  the  passengers  of  the 
Roanoke,  and  proceed  to  Halifax  with  them;  that  they  kept  a  look-out  all  diat 
day,  expecting  said  brig  to  appear ;  that  at  about  5  or  6  o'clock  of  the  SMne 
evening  a  sail  was  made  to  the  westward,  when  they  stopped  coaling,  and  nn- 
■lediately  made  for  it;  on  getting  near  her  they  hailed  her,  and  ordered  her  to 
heave  to,  and  at  the  same  time  asked  her  name,  and  if  she  had  a  black  ball  in  her 
fore-topsaU.  On  finding  it  was  not  the  vessel  expected,  the  brig  was  told  to  pro- 
eeed  on  her  voyage,  and  the  said  steamship  again  returned  to  the  Village  Girl 
and  took  in  further  coal;  that  on  or  about  8  o'clock  p.  m.  of  that  day  they 
made  another  vessel,  upon  which  they  bore  down  to  her ;  she  also  had  a  light 
at  her  foremast  head;  that  at  about  10  o'dodL  p.  m.  of  same  ni^t  ther  com- 
menced  puttmg  the  baggage  of  the  passengers  on  board  the  said  brig,  and  at  11 


o'clock  tbe  same  night  the  passengers  and  all  of  the  crew  of  said  steamship, 
with  the  exception  of  three  who  were  in  Irons,  were  j^aeed  on  board  die  said 
brig,  which  proreS  to  be  the  Danish  brig  Mathilde,  with  a  black  painted  ball 
in  her  fore-topsail;  and  at  abont  4  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  8th  October  the  brig 
proceeded  eastwardf  and  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  eailie  day  thej  anchored  in 
or  near  the  Five  Fathom  Hole ;  thej  further  saj,  that  the  said  steamship  had 
not  over  ten  tons  of  coal  on  board  on  the  erening  of  this  day. 

And  these  said  appearers,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid,  do  further  declare  that, 
during  the  said  voyage,  they,  together  with  others  of  the  said  ship's  company« 
did  all  they  could  to  preserve  the  said  steamship  from  seizure. 

Wheren>re  the  said  Edward  Dingle  Nichols  and  Frank  Edward  Hawley 
have  protested,  and  I,  the  notary  aforesaid,  at  their  special  instance  and  requestt 
do  puolicly  and  solemnly  protest  against  all  and  every  person  whom  it  doth  or 
may  concern,  and  especially  against  the  seizure  of  the  said  steamship  Roanoke, 
by  the  aforesaid  Braine  and  others,  and.against  all  losses,  damages,  costa,  charges^ 
and  expenses  which  have  occurred,  or  may  hereafter  occur,  by  reason  of  the 
foregoing  premises. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  the  8th  of  October,  1864. 

In  testimony  whereof,  these  appearers  have  sube>cribed  their  names,  and  !» 
the  notary  aforesaid,  have  hereunto  affixed  my  notarial  seal. 

E.  D.  NICHOLS. 
P.  E.  HAWLEY. 


Mr.  AUeu  to  Mr.  Hyland. 

No.  4.]  Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  op  Ambrtca, 

Bermuda,  October  10,  1864. 

SiH :  I  herewith  enclose  an  affidavit  having  reference  to  certain  acts  of  piracy 
and  murder  committed  by  persons  now  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  Bermuda, 
and  have  respectfully  to  request  the  course  of  proceeding  authorized  by  ar- 
ticle 10  of  the  treaty  of  August  9,  1862,  between  the  government  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  and  her  Majesty's  government,  may  be  at  once  adopted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN, 


The  Worshipful  W.  0.  J.  Hyland, 

Police  M<igi$tratet  Bermuda, 


United  States  Consul. 


[Enel^snre  with  No.  4.] 

JJULavit  of  Mr.  AlUm. 

I,  Charles  M.  Allen,  consul  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  Berm«da, 
do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  that  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe, 
that  an  act  or  acta  of  piracy  and  murder  has  or  have  been  committed  on  boafd 
the  United  States  steam  vessel  Boanoke,  at  sea,  oa  or  about  the  29th  day  «f 
September  last,  by  one  — ^*-  Braine,  alias  Johnson,  assisted  by  one  Dr.  Parr, 
ahas  Anderson,  and  several  other  persons  to  this  dq>onent  unknown,  and  diat 
the  said  persons  have  sought  an  asylum  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  in  Bermuda, 
aforesaid. 

^  C.  M.  ALLEN, 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  October,  1864. 

JAMES  H.  THIES,  Mayor. 


t6l  mncmkrtc  ooshespohbshcs. 


To  an  to  whom  this  prfmt  vrnting  xnt  inHrumen  t  of  protest  ihttU  come,  greetmg  : 
Know  je,  that  on  tbo  day  of  tiie  date  hereof,  personally  appeared  heforv  mtf 
Edward  Dingle  Nichols,  late  chief  o£5icer  of  the  steamship  Boanoke,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America^  and  Frank  £dw«rd  Haw* 
ley,  late  parser  of  said  ship,  who  on  oath  say,  that  on  the  29th  of  September 
last  they  left  the  city  of  Havana,  in  Cuba,  laden  wiUi  an  assorted  cargo,  and  about 
forty  passengers ;  that  on  the  same  day  of  the  month,  when  they  had  been  at 
tea  about  five  hours,  a  man  named  Braine,  alias  Johnson,  lately  implicated  ia 
the  seizure  of  the  steamship  Ohesapeake,  of  New  York,  assbted  actively  by 
about  nine  other  persons,  violently  and  by  force  of  arms,  when  Captain  Drew 
and  mbst  of  the  other  officers  were  asleep  in  their  state -rooms,  seized  the  steam- 
ship Roanoke,  and  placed  the  said  Captain  A.  Drew,  with  die  whole  of  the 
ship's  company,  (the  firemen  excepted,)  in  irons;  that  while  so  engaged  they 
killed  the  carpenter  of  sud  steamship,  by  shooting,  and  also  wounded  the  third 
engineer;  that  they  then  proceeded  and  made  the  island  of  Bermuda  on  the  4tli 
day  of  October,  instant,  and  took  a  pilot-boat  on  the  evenine  of  that  day ;  that 
they  proceeded  to  the  east  end  of  these  islands  and  anchored  in  or  near  to  Five 
Fathom  Hole,  about  eieht  post  meridian  of  that  day,  and  there  remained  until 
about  half  past  3  o'clock  of  the  following  morning;  that  at  about  9  o'clock,  just 
after  anchoring,  the  said  Braine  left  the  ship  in  the  pilot-boat  and  proceeded 
on  shore,  in  the  direction  of  the  town  of  St.  (ieorge :  that  at  about  3  o'clock  on 
the  following  morning  the  said  Braine  again  returned  to  the  said  Bteamship» 
accompanied  by  four  or  five  other  persons  from  the  shore ;  that  they  soon  after 
weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  seaward ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  5th  instant 
the  vessel  was  again  brought  and  anchored  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  or  its  vicinity ; 
that  at  about  11  o'clock  on  the  same  night,  five  or  six  persons  again  came  on 
board  from  the  shore;  that  one  of  the  said  parties  was  recognized  by  a  paseen- 

gr,  B.  B.  Blydenbaugh,  as  Joseph  Johnson,  a  merchant  of  the  town  of  St. 
^orge ;  that  they  heard  one  of  these  parties,  whom  they  have  every  reason  to 
believe  is  named  Black,  tell  the  present  purser  of  the  said  ship,  one  Jashoop* 
that  the  bri^  would  not  be  out  with  coab  and  provisions  until  the  following 
day ;  that  they  shortly  left  the  ship,  and  she  again  proceeded  seaward,  but 
again  returned  towards  the  land  as  night  dosed  in ;  that  at  about  8  o'clock  p. 
m.  of  the  6th  of  October  they  made  a  brig  with  a  light  at  her  foremast  head, 
and  they  spoke  her  about  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  land  off  the  light-house, 
and  she  was  ordered  to  heave  to  until  daylight ;  that  a  boat  was  sent  on  board 
of  her  from  the  said  steamship,  and  she  returned  soon  after  with  sundry  provi- 
sions ;  that  on  that  night  and  following  morning  about  forty  men  were  sent  on 
board  the  steamer  from  the  said  brig,  and  which  prbved  to  be  the  Village  Girl» 
of  Whitehaven ;  that  all  day  of  the  7th  October  was  employed  transportii^ 
coals  and  provisions  on  board  the  said  steamship  from  the  said  brie  Village  Girl ; 
thai  the  said  Braine  and  other  officers  inibnned  them  on  that  day  that  a  brig 
with  a  black  ball  in  her  fore-topsail  would  come  and  take  off  the  passengers  of  the 
Soanoke,  and  proceed  to  Halifax  with  them;  that  they  kept  a  look-out  all  diat 
day,  expecting  said  brig  to  appear ;  that  at  about  5  or  6  o'clock  of  the  Sttme 
evening  a  sail  was  made  to  the  westward,  when  they  stopped  coaling,  and  im- 
mediately made  for  it;  on  getting  near  her  they  hailed  her,  and  ordered  her  to 
heave  to,  and  at  the  same  time  asked  her  name,  and  if  she  had  a  black  ball  in  her 
fore-topsail.  On  finding  it  was  not  the  vessel  expected,  the  brig  was  told  to  pro- 
oeed  on  her  voyage,  and  the  said  steamship  again  returned  to  the  VOlage  Giil 
and  took  in  further  coal ;  that  on  or  about  8  o'clock  p.  m.  of  that  day  they 
made  another  vessel,  upon  which  they  bore  down  to  her ;  she  also  had  a  light 
at  her  foremast  head;  that  at  about  10  o'dodL  p.  m.  of  same  Bi^t  they  oom* 
menced'  putting  the  bagj^ige  of  the  passengers  on  board  the  said  brig,  and  at  11 


o'clock  the  same  night  the  passengers  and  all  of  the  crew  of  said  steamship, 
with  the  exception  of  three  who  wev^in  Irons,  were  phwed  on  board  die  said 
brig,  which  prore?  to  be  the  Danisb  brig  Mathilde,  with  a  black  painted  ball 
in  her  fore-topsHil ;  axid  at  about  4  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  8th  October  the  brig 
proceeded  eastward,  and  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  eailie  day  they  anchored  in 
or  near  the  Five  Fathom  Hole ;  they  farther  say,  that  the  said  steamship  had 
not  over  ten  tons  of  coal  on  board  on  the  erening  of  this  day. 

And  these  said  appearers,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid,  do  further  declare  that, 
during  the  said  voyage,  they,  together  with  others  of  the  said  ship's  company« 
did  all  they  could  to  preserre  the  sdd  steamship  from  seizure. 

Whereu>re  the  said  Edward  Dingle  Nichols  and  Frank  Edward  Hawley 
have  protested,  and  I,  the  notary  aforesaid,  at  their  special  instance  and  requestt 
do  puolicly  and  solemnly  protest  against  all  and  every  person  whom  it  doth  or 
may  concern,  and  especially  against  the  seizure  of  the  said  steamship  Roanoke, 
by  the  aforesaid  Braine  and  others,  and.against  all  losses,  damages,  costa,  charges^ 
and  expenses  which  have  occurred,  or  may  hereafter  occur,  by  reason  of  the 
foregoing  premises. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  the  8th  of  October,  1864. 

In  testimony  whereof,  these  appearers  have  subscribed  their  names,  and  I» 
the  notary  aforesaid,  have  hereunto  affixed  my  notarial  seal. 

E.  D.  NICHOLS. 

F.  E.  HAWLEY. 


Mr.  Alien  to  Mr,  H^and. 

No.  4.]  Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  Ambsica, 

Bermuda,  October  10,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  herewith  enclose  an  affidavit  having  reference  to  certain  acts  of  piracy 
•fid  morder  committed  by  persons  now  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  Bermuda, 
and  have  rcspectlully  to  request  the  course  of  proceeding  authorized  by  ar- 
taele  10  of  the  treaty  of  August  9,  1862,  between  the  government  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  and  her  Majesty's  government,  may  be  at  once  adopted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN, 

United  States  Consuf. 
The  Worshipful  W.  0.  J.  Hyland, 

Police  MagistratCt  Bermuda. 


[EnelMure  with  No.  4.] 

JJULavit  of  Mr.  AlUn. 

I,  Charles  M.  Allen,  consul  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  Berm«da, 
do  solenmly  and  truly  swear  that  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe, 
tluit  an  act  or  acts  of  pracy  and  murder  has  or  have  been  committed  on  boafd 
the  United  States  steam  vcuBsel  Boanoke,  at  sea,  on  or  about  the  29th  day  ef 
September  last,  by  one  ■■  Braine,  o/toj  Johnson,  assisted  by  one  Dr.  Parr, 
ahas  Anderson,  and  several  other  persons  to  this  di^nent  unknown,  and  diat 
the  said  persons  have  sought  an  asylum  in  the  town  of  St  George,  in  Bermuda, 
aforesaid. 

,  C.  M.  ALLEN. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  October,  1864. 

JAMES  H.  THIES,  Mayor. 


mriAOiktW  <MttMl?<QM>BM01. 


Mr.  Jttm  to  Mr.  HmmUg. 


No.  5.]  CONSULATB  OF  THB  U.  S.  OP  AmBRTCA, 

Bermuda,  October  12,  1864. 

Sir:  On  the  10th  instant  I  made  a  request  to  W.  G.  J.  Hjland,  esq.,  police 
magistrate  of  the  town  of  St.  George,  that  certain  persons  connected  with  and 
implicated  in  what  I  believed  to  be  an  act  of  piracy  committed  on  board  the 
United  States  steamer,  Roanoke,  of  New  York,  said  persons  then  being  in 
the  town  of  St.  Georges  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  magistrate,  be  ar- 
rested, and  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  10th  section  of  the  treaty'made 
August  9,  1842,  between  her  Majesty's  eovemment  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  With  the  said  request  I  enclosed  an  a£Eidavit  setting 
forth  the  belief  that  such  an  act  had  been  committed  by  the  parties  therein 
named. 

I  beg  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  am  not  aware  any  action  has  yet  been 
taken  upon  the  matter,  and  that  the  parties  alluded  to  are  now  at  large  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  magistrate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  ALLEN, 

United  States  CohsmI. 
His  Excellency  W.  G.  Hamlby, 

Lieut.  Governor,  and  CJommander^in*  Chief,  Sfc.,  Bermuda. 


[Reply  to  No.  5.] 
Mr.  Hamle^toMr.  C.  M.  Allen. 

Mount  Lanoton,  October  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  you  had  requested  Mr.  Hyland,  the  police 
magistrate  in  St.  George,  to  cause  to  be  arrested  certain  persons  connected 
-with  an  implication  in  what  you  believe  to  be  an  act  of  piracy,  and  that  these 
persons  should  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  10th  section  of  the  treaty,  made 
August  9,  1842,  between  her  Majestv's  government  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America;  in  which  vou  also  inform  me  Uiat.with  your^re- 

Siest  to  Mr.  Hylaitd  you  had  enclosed  an  affidavit  setting  forth  your  belief  of 
e  matters  stated,  and  in  which  you  conclude  by  saying  that  you  are  not 
aware  that  any  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  the  matter,  and  that  the  suspected 
persons  are  sUll  at  large. 

Having  referred  to  the  attorney  general  your,  letter,  and  one  from  Mr.  Hy- 
land, of  die  same  date,  on  the  same  subject,  covering'  your  letter  to  him  of  the 
10th,  with  the  accompanying  affidavit,  I  am  advised  that  the  course  adopted 
by  you  is  not  such  as  would  warrant  me  in  taking  any  proceedings  under  the 
treaty  referred  to. 

It  may,  however,  afford  you  some  satisfac  ion  to  be  informed  that  an  in- 
restigation  has  been  held  by  two  magistrates,  (of  which  you  are  probably  not 
altogether  ignorant,)  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  show  that  even  if  you  had, 
in  every  respect,  complied  with  the  requisites  to  an  effectual  application,  and  if 
I  had,  after  the  recent  decision  in  England  on  a  similar  question,  felt  justified 
in  issuing  my  warrant  to  the  magistrates,  the  result  must  have  been,  after,  per- 
haps, a  more  protracted  inquiry,  the  liberation  of  the  persons  charged  by  you 
with  piracy. 

These  persons  were,  after  a  hearing,  and  the  production  of  a  commission  from 
the  Confederate  States  authorities,  dismissed  on  the  12th  instant,  as  it  was  made 


dearlj  to  appear  that,  whaterer  opinion  might  he  entertained  of  the  proprietj 
of  their  conaact»  the  commisBion  and  inatraotionB  reUeved  them  from  personal 
reaponsibility  to  neutral  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  joor  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  HAMLET, 
LieutenatU  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
0.  M.  Allbn,  Esq. 

Consul  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  8l  George, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1171.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  3,  1864. 

Sir:  Information  has  reached  this  department  from  William  H.  DabWey, 
esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Teneriffe,  to  the  effect  that  the  British 
steamer  Laurel,  reported  to  have  sailed  ^m  Liverpool  with  the  pirate  Semmee 
and  one  hundred  picked  men,  met  by  appointment  the  English  steamer  Sea 
King  (which  lefb  London  on  the  7th  of  October  last  for  Bombay)  at  the  Desertas 
of  Madehra,  and  there  transferred  to  the  Sea  King  Semmesand  crew,  armament^ 
munitions,  and  stores,  and  received  from  the  Sea  King  Captain  Corbett  and 
crew,  who  brought  her  to  the  Desertas,  and  who,  on  the  22d  of  the  same  months 
were  landed  at  Teneriffe  for  passage  home. 

,  Thus  it  would  seem  that  the  notorious  commander  of  the  Alabs^ma  has  again 
ot>tained  command  of  a  British-built  vessel,  which  has  been  supplied  bj  another 
British  vessel  with  men,  arms,  and  munitions,  carried  out  from  a  British  port, 
and  is  now  at  large  on  the  high  seas  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

I  will  thank  you  to  bring  the  case  under  the  attention  of  Earl  Russell,  pro- 
testing against  any  such  arrangement,  as  that  above  indicated,  and  informing  his 
lordship  that,  if  it  is  correctly  stated,  this  government  considers  that'  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  may  be  held  justly  responsible  for  any  losses  accruing  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  through  the  depredations  of  the  Sea  King. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  l^.,  4^.,  Spc, 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  1173.]  ,  Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  December  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  18th  of  November,  (No.  817,) 
together  Vith  the  papers  therein  mentioned,  namely,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
Was  addressed  to  you  on  the  12th  of  November  last  by  Lord  Wharncliffe,  and 
a  copy  of  your  answer  to  that  letter. 

Your  proceeding  in  the  matter  is  approved.  You  will  now  inform  Lord 
WharncUffe  that  permission  for  an  agent  of  the  committee  described  by  him  to 
visit  the  insurgents  detained  in  the  military  prisons  of  the  United  States  and  to 
distribute  among  them  seventeen  thousand  pounds  of  British  gold  is  disallowed. 
Here  it  is  expected  that  your  correspondence  with  Lord  Wharncliffe  will  end. 

That  correspondence  will  necessarily  become  public.  On  reading  it  the 
American  people  will  be  well  aware  that  while  the  United  States  have  ample 
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iDMM  fer  th«  sappoti  ci  pruMmen*  m  wM  aa  Ibr  evevj  oUier  tuigwitf  of  &• 
war  in  wkieh  diej  are  eafiged,  tke  iBiiirgents,  who  have  bHodlgr  mailed  into 
thai  condition,  are  enffering  no  privationa  that  iq^aai  for  rdief  to  diari^  «i&6r 
at  home  or  abroad. 

The  American  people  will  be  likely  also  to  reflect  that  the  sum  thna  insidi- 
onrij  tendered  in  ue  name  of  kwnanit j  eonatitatea  no  large  portion  of  the  profita . 
which  its  contributors  may  be  justly  aupposed  to  have  dei^red  from  the*  insar* 

Sents  by  exchanging  with  them  arms  and  monitionB  of  war  for  the  coveted  pro- 
notions  of  immoral  and  enervating  slave-labor.  Nor  wiU  any  portion  of  the 
American  people  be  disposed  to  regard  the  snm  thus  ostentatiously  offered  for 
the  relief  of  captured  insurgents  as  a  too  generous  equivalent  for  the  devasta- 
tion and  desolation  which  a  civil  war,  promoted  and  protracted  by  British  sub- 
jects, has  spread  diroughout  States  which  before  were  eminently  prosperous  and 
happy. 

finally,  in  view  of  this  last  officious  intervention  in  our  domestic  affBdra,  the 
American  people  can  hardly  fail  to  recall  the  warning  of  the  Father  of  our  Coun- 
try, directed  against  two  great  and  intimately  connected  public  dangers,  namely, 
aectional  faction  and  foreign  intrigue.  I  do  not  think  that  the  inavrgenta  have 
become  debased,  although  they  have  sadly  wandered  from  the  ways  of  loyal^ 
and  patriotism.  I  think  that,  in  common  with  all  our  countrymeB,  they  will 
fej<nee  in  being  saved  by  their  oonsiderate  and  loyal  government  from  the  grave 
Insult  which  Lord  Whamcliffd  and  his  associates,  in  their  leal  for  the  over- 
tiirow  of  the  United  States,  have  prepared  for  the  victims  of  thia  unneeeaaary, 
unnatural,  and  hopeless  rebellion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Oharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Ifc^  ^.,  ifc 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Adami. 


Ko.  1174.]  Dbpabtment  op  Statr, 

WasAingtoHj  December  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  18th  of  November,  No.  813,  has  been  received. 
It  presents  the  reflections  which  occurred  to  you  while  awaiting  the  unknown 
result  of  the  late  national  election.  These  reflections  are  wise  and  just  The 
government  did  not  begin  the  war,  but  waited  after  it  was  begun  for  a  clear  and 
unmistakable  position  of  self-defence.  Moreover,  the  government,  in  deference 
to  the  Constitution,  declined  to  give  to  this  defensive  war  the  character  of  an 
aggressive  one  for  the  removal  of  slavery,  although  it  well  knew  that  slavery 
was  the  real  cause  of  the  rebellion.  The  government,  pursuing  this  policy,  has 
constantly  made  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  the  principal  object  ii  its  mili- 
tary operations.  Nevertheless,  the  course  of  eventa  has  been  such  as  to  juatify 
tke  aasumption  that,  in  point  of  ^eict,  the  war  is  a  principal  force  in  a  popular 
revolution  against  African  slavery.  At  the  beginning  of  the  contest  the  peoplot 
even  in  the  loyal  Statea,  were  by  no  meana  united,  much  leaa  were  they  unani- 
mous in  regarding  that  political  revolution  aa  neceaaary,  wiae,  or  lawfU.  Hidn 
erto,  dierefore,  our  principal  duiger  waa  that  of  counter-revolution,  to  be  proae- 
euted  in  the  interest  of  slavery  as  a  recognized  constituent  of  our  national  ayatem. 
A  counter-revolution  waa  plotted,  and  preparadona  to  aome  extent  were  aecredj 
made  to  put  it  in  execution.  We  have  not  only  diaoovered  the  conapiratorB, 
but  we  have  also  seized  arms  and  munitiona  which  they  have  gathered,  llie 
late  election  brought  the  plot  to  ike  knowledge  of  the  people,  and  dieir  deduon 
haa  rendered  ita  execution  impoaaible.    Without  the  aid  of  counter-revolutMNi 
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iIm  rebeBioa  nnnt  fiilL  We  may  therefore  conehide  that  the  eotmtiy  has  mMj 
pasaed  the  turning-point  in  the  reTokitaonaij  awrement  against  slarerj,  ana 
ibat  hene^orth  we  enall  see  the  Union  rapidlj  reeovering  its  moral  strength 
and  vigor. 

I  am,  ehr,  year  obedient  s«nrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
CiiAELBS  FaaNcis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  dfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No*  1177.]  Dkpaitmbnt  op  Statb, 

WashingUmf  December  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  18th  nltimo.  No.  814,  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanfed  by  a  copy  of  yoor  note  of  the  10th  of  that  month  to  Earl  Russell, 
on  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  th^  Deerhound  in  rescuing 
and  bearing  off  the  commander  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  after 
that  vessel  was  sunk  by  the  Kearsarge,  which  note  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Smcard  t9  Mr.  Aiam§. 


No.  1178.]  Drpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WasAirngtoMj  December  &,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reeeipt  o#  your  despatch  of  the  18th  nltimo, 
No.  815,  in  relation  to  the  fitting  ont  of  the  Sea  King,  and  tranHnittiBg  a  eo]^ 
of  your  note  of  the  18th  oi  that  month  to  Earl  Ross^  npom  the  subject,  and  its 
bearing  upon  the  intervention  of  the  Deerhound. 

I  am  happy  to  observe  that  yom  have  wdl  antidpi^ed  and  ei^euted  my  in* 
stmctions  on  the  subject 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc.,  4*.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1180.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Wa$hi9igUm,  December  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  Lord  Lyons,  Buffering  much  from  neuralgia,  goes  home  on  a  leave  ef 
absence.  I  am  desirous  that  Earl  Russell  shall  understand  how  deeply  this  in- 
eident  is  regretted  by  this  government,  and  how  desirous  we  are  for  Lord  Lyons's 
recovery  and  return  to  our  country.  I  give  you  a  copy  of  my  note  to  him  im 
rejdy  to  his  letter  informing  me  of  his  purpose. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obe£ent  servant, 

WILLDLM  H.  SEWARD. 
Obaelbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^c.^  ^.,  ^. 
24  c  • 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lfons 


Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 
WathingtoHt  Swuday  morning,  December  4,  1864. 
My  Dbar  Lord  Lyons  :  I  agree  with  yon  that  it  is  best  that  yoa  go  away  for 
a  time — I  hope  not  a  long  one.    And  yet  I  feel  that  my  cares  and  difficulties 
will  be  seriously  increased  by  your  withdrawaL 

I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  I  will  then  at- 
tend you  to  the  Executive  mansion,  where  the  President  will  receive  you,  I  am 
Sure,  with  sincere  kindness  and  sympathy. 
Very  truly  your  &iend, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ^.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam$, 


No.  1183.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  5,  1864. 

8iR  :  The  military  situation  is  exciting  much  interest  Major  General  Thomas, 
upon  whom  the  conduct  of  operations  in  Tennessee  has  devolved  by  the  depart* 
ure  of  Major  Oeneral  Sherman,  has  been,  during  the  last  week,  withdrawing 
his  forces  from  advanced  points  of  observation  to  the  lines  of  Nashville,  writes 
that  on  the  30th  day  of  November  the  enemy  attacked  Major  Greneral  Schofield 
at  Franklin,  and  was  repulsed  with  a  loss  to  the  enemy  variously  stated  at  thirty 
to  forty  flaes,  and  four  to  five  thousand  men.  Aft;er  thus  defeating  the  enemy 
General  Sdiofield  retired  without  serious  molestation  to  the  defensive  position 
towards  which  he  was  marching  when  the  interruption  occurred.  On  the  3d  in* 
Btant  there  was  skirmishing  on  the  Cumberland  river  below  Nashville,  at  first 
with  advantages  to  the  enemy,  but  in  the  end  the  advantages  reversed. 

We  glean  from  the  meagre  reports  of  the  insurgent  press  that  Mi^or  General 
Sherman  is  advancing,  as  yet  practically  unresbt^,  towards  the  Atlantic  coast. 
The  most  definite  account  is  that  he  was  on  the  30th  ultimo  at  or  on  the  borders 
of  Millen,  oq  the  Southern  or  Geoijgia  Central  railroad. 

Affairs  are  unchanged  in  firont  of  Richmond. .  It  is  understood  that  Early  is 
at  last  sending  troops  up  the  valley  to  re-enforce  Lee. 

Congress  assembles  to-day.    The  message  will  be  communicated  to-morrow. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  FrAncis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^c„  ifc.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  794.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WaskmgUm,  December  27,  1863. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  instruction  No.  791,  of  the  tSth  instant,  I  enclose  a  cony  of 
•  despatch  of  the  12th  instant.  No.  70,  from  the  consul  at  Cork,  in  regard  to  the 
alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  Great  Britain  in  thecase  of  the 
Kearsarge,  and  which  was  received  subsequent  to  the  writing  of  No.  791. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

CflARLKS  FbaNCW  ADAM8,  Esq.  ^""^  ^'^"^"^• 


^^v*^^]  U»viTBD  States  Consulate, 

QueenstQum,  Cork,  December  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  7th  instant  the  United 
Btat^  steamer  Kearsarge  called  off  this  harbor  and  sent  ashore  sixteen  men  in  a 
pilot-boat,  with  a  note  to  me.  I  returned  on  board  the  Kearsai^e  in  the  pilot- 
boat,  saw  the  capUin,  and  from  him  I  obtained  a  statement,  a  copy  of  which  I 
enclose.  These  men,  it  seems,  stowed  themselves  away  on  board  the  Kearsarire 
while  m  this  port,  in  hopes  to  be  shipped  when  at  sea,  instead  of  which  the 
captain  took  them  to  Brest,  sent  them  ashore,  and  then  retook  them  on  board 
and  enlisted  them  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  as  I  understand. 

It  seems  then  he  feared  he  had  done  wrong,  and,  afraid  of  trouble,  when  he 
got  up  steam,  came  across  here,  and  put  these  men  ashore,  with  scarcelv  anv 
explanations.  •^      ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

rw      xxK  XT  a  EDWIN  G.  EASTMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  -^^>^i. 

Secretary  ^  State. 

I  certify  that  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsargc  arrived  in  Queenstown  on 
the  night  of  the  2d  of  November,  1863,  and  that  on  the  following  day  I  left  the 
ship  for  Cork.  On  my  return  to  Queenstown.  accompanied  by  the  American 
coBsul,  I  caUed  upon  the  admiral  in  command,  and  in  course  of  conversation 
refeence  was  made  to  a  paragraph  in  the  papers  that  the  Kearsaiw  had  come 
to  for  the  purpose  of  enUstmg  men,  when  1  informed  the  admiral  that  I  had  re 
oeived  notice  from  the  executive  officer  of  the  Keawmrge  tiiat  many  persons 
had  anphed  to  be  shipped,  and  in  response  I  had  directed  him  to  notify  all  per- 
sons Uiat  no  enlistments  would  be  made,  and  instructions  were  given  in  accord 
imce.  On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November,  1863,  while  blowing  heavy,  with 
thick  ramy  weather,  the  Kearsarge  went  to  sea.  On  Uie  following  day  report 
was  made  to  me  that  several  men  had  been  discovered  on  board,  and  investura- 
tion  showed  that  they  had  concealed  themselves  in  the  ship  during  the  thn^ 
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and  rainy  weather  of  tbe  day  or  night  previous,  and,  disgaised  in  this  way,  pro- 
ceeded in  the  ship,  hoping  to  be  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
after  she  got  to  sea.  The  Kearsarge  was  on  important  duty,  watching  the 
Florida  at  Brest,  and  it  was  therefore  impracticable  to  return  the  men  to  Queens- 
town  immediately.  I  directed  the  men  to  be  held  at  Brest,  in  apprehension,  if 
they  were  turned  ashore,  they  would  join  the  Florida,  resolving  as  soon  as  the 
Kearsarge  left  Brest  again  to  put  them  ashore  at  Cork.  The  Kearsarge  left 
Brest  again  on  the  5th  of  December,  1863,  and,  in  accordance  with  my  resolu- 
tion, I  have  this  day  sent  sixteen  men  ashore  in  the  pilot-boat  Petrel,  with  a 
list  of  their  names  as  given  to  the  Ameriean  consul. 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captam. 
U.  S.  Stbam-Sloop  Kbarsargb, 

Off  Queenttottm,  December  7,  1863. 


Unitbd  Btatbs  Stbambr  Kbarsarob, 

Of  Cork  Harbor,  December  7, 186a 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  that  on  or  about 
the  3d  of  November,  1863,  several  men  from  Queenstown  came  on  board  of  this 
ship  as  applicants  for  enlistment  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  In 
the  absence  of  vourself  and  of  any  definite  instructions  in  regard  to  such  appl> 
cations  1  told  the  men  that  if  they  were  physically  qualified  for  enlistment  they 
might  remain  on  board  until  your  return,  when  you  would  decide.  Upon  your 
return  your  instructions  were  not  to  enlist  them  ;  they  were  accordingly  sent 
out  of  the  ship. 

Many  applications  of  a  similar  nature  were  made,  but  their  enlistment  was  in 
every  case  refused,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions.  During  the  time  we 
were  at  anchor  the  ship  was  surrounded  by  boats  filled  with  men  desiring  to 
enlist.  Orders  were  given  and  executed  not  to  allow  them  alon^ide.  On  tha 
evening  of  the  5th  this  was  the  case  until  after  dark,  and  until  the  ship  was 
under  way.  The  ship  went  to  sea  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  November. 
It  was  storming  and  blowing  hard.  In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  of  the 
ship  and  with  the  necessities  of  the  case,  (as  I  thought,)  before  tripping  the 
anchor,  all  strangers  were  ordered  out  of  the  ship.  The  master-at-arms,  with 
the  ship's  corporal,  and  others  of  the  police  force,  executed  the  order,  finding 
men  stowed  away  in  the  hold,  in  the  carpenter's  locker  and  elsewhere.  These 
men  were  put  out  of  the  ship,  in  some  cases  bv  force.  As  soon  as  the  ship  was 
reported  cleared,  the  anchor  was  tripped,  ana  the  ship  went  to  sea.  On  the 
next  day  several  men  were  discovered  who  were  strangers  in  the  ship.  These 
men,  probably  with  the  connivance  of  the  crew,  had  been  so  securely  concealed 
as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  police  force.  Upon  receiving  this  information 
you  decided  to  land  these  men  at  Brest,  whither  you  were  bound.  The  nen 
were  sent  out  of  the  ship  at  Brest,  in  accoidaaee  with  this  determination,  but 
pleading  destitution  they  returned,  and  were  pennitted  to  remain  on  board  till 
this'mofuing,  when  they  were  landed  at  Queenstown  by  the  pilot-boat  PetreL 

I  would  add  that  the  names  of  these  men  upon  their  return  to  the  e^ip  whik 
in  Brest  harbor  were  placed  upon  the  ship's  books  for  tlie  purpose  of  their  sup- 
port and  comfort,  they  being  otherwise  utterly  deatitnte. 
Very  respectfiUly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  THORNTON. 
Lkui.  Com'der  U.  8.  N.  and  Executive  Oficer. 

Captain  John  A.  Winslow. 
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Mr.  F.  W,  Seward  to  Mr.  Admnu. 

No.  792.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Wiuhin^Um,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  tranBinit  herewith  a  copj  of  a  letter  of  Uie  16th  ioBtant,  and  of  the 
documents  which  accompanied  it,  from  Elisha  H.  Ryder,  eeq.,  of  Boston,  rebi- 
tiye  to  the  ckim  of  the  ownisrs  of  the  bark  Sea  Bride,  of  that  city,  against  the 
British  government. 

I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th  instant  from  Messrs.  Bufos 
Greene  &  Go.,  of  Proiridence,  Rhode  Island,  and  of  the  papers  therein  referred 
to,  setting  forth  their  claim  on  account  of  the  capture,  seizure^  and  loss  of  the 
cargo  of  the  same  vessel. 

It  is  affirmed,  in  the  accompanying  depositions,  that  the  Sea  Bride  was  cap- 
tured within  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  in  Table  bay,  at  the 
Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  by  the  piratical  vessel  Alabama,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
if  this  be  not  disproved,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  will  not  hesitate  to 
accord  diat  fttll  reparation  for  all  the  losses  occurring  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  from  this  Uwless  proceeding,  which  is  justly  due  to  them.  But  even  if 
the  capture  had  not  been  made  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  it  is 
nevertheless  claimed  by  the  United  States,  as  set  forth  in  the  instructions 
addressed  to  you  on  the  6th  of  October  last,  No.  730,  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment is  bound  to  indemnify  the  parties  m  question. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Aciimg  Secretary. 

Charlbs  Francis  Adamd,  £s(j.,  ifc,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Providbncb,  Bhodb  Island, 

December  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  Accompanying  this  we  forward,  for  the  attention  of  the  department, 
documental  eviaence  of  the  capture,  seizure,  and  loss  of  the  cargo  of  the  bark 
Sea  Bride,  of  Boston,  an  act  we  believe  to  have  been  committed  within  neutral 
limits  of  the  waters  at  Table  bay,  to  wit,  within  three  miles  of  land,  and  our 
loss  and  damage  we  believe  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  be  liable  and 
responsible  for,  by  their  authorities  at  the  Cape  disregarding  the  protest  of  the 
master  and  mate  and  officers  of  said  vessel,  and  also  of  the  American  consul, 
against  the  illegal  seizure  of  said  vessel  and  cargo. 

We  (shinpers  of  the  cargo)  therefore  beg  the  attention  of  the  department, 
and  pray  tnat  the  facts  set  forth  and  sworn  to  in  the  papers,  with  our  demand 
and  claim  for  loss  and  damage  sustained  in  consequence  thereof,  may  be  made 
on  the  government  of  Great  Britain  through  the  proper  department  of  the 
American  government. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servants, 

EUFUS  GREENE  &  CO., 

Providence^  Rhode  bland. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SkUe.,  WashingUnh  D.  C. 

United  States  of  America, 

Chmmontoealth  of  MaMoehueetts,  Suffolk,  ss : 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  this  15th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me,  George  Howland  Folger,  a  notary  public, 
dnly  commissioned  and  sworn,  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally 
appeared  Enfns  Greene,  of  the  city  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Khode 
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Island,  one  of  tbe  partners,  ancL  representing  the  mercantile  house  or  firm  of 
Rufas  Greene  k  Oo^  transacting  and  having  their  place  of  business  in  Provi- 
dence aforesaid,  the  said  mercantile  firm  consisting  of  Rufus  Greene,  Wm. 
8.  Arnold  and  Benjamin  R.  Arnold,  copartners,  who  did  on  oath  declare  that 
the  Faid  firm  did  ship  from  the  port  of  New  York,  on  board  of  the  bark 
Sea  Bride,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Boston,  and  commanded  by  Charles  F. 
White,  and  bound  to  Cape  Town  and  Zanzibar,  a  omo  of  assorted  merchandise 
of  the  value  of  $36,945  12,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  mvoice,  a  certified  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A ;  that  the  said  bark  proceeded  on  the 
voyage  aforesaid,  having  sailed  from  New  York  ou  the  28th  day  of  May  last 
past,  meeting  with  no  particular  occurrence  until  noon  of  the  third  day  of 
August,  when  they  sighted  Table  mountain,  and  made  for  Table  bay,  but  on 
the  night  of  the  4th  day  of  said  month,  on  account  of  the  darkness,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  for  the  vessel  to  keep  off  for  tbe  night.  On  the  morning  of 
the  5th  they  again  stood  in  for  the  land.  At  about  2  p.  m.  they  saw  a  steamer 
coming  towards  them«  which  they  supposed  to  be  the  English  mail  steamer,  but 
they  soon  found  her  to  be  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama.  A  gun  was  fired 
from  the  steamer,  Aki  a  demand  made  for  the  Sea  Bride  to  heave  to,  which  not 
being  complied  with,  another  gun  was  fired,  and  the  commander  of  the  steamer 
threatened  to  shoot  the  crew  of  the  Sea  Bnde  if  they  refused.  The  bark  then 
hove  to,  and  two  boats  were  then  lowered  from  the  steamer  and  sent  on  board 
the  bark.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  boats,  on  his  arrival  on  board  the  bark, 
directed  one  of  his  crew  to  haul  down  the  flag,  and  ordered  the  captain  of  the 
bark  to  take  his  papers  on  board  the  Alabama,  which  was  done  at  about  a 
quarter  before  3  p.  m.,  when  the  position  of  the  bark  within  Table  bay  was  as 
follows :  Green  Point  light-house  bearing  south  by  east,  Robin  Islaiid  light- 
house bearing  northeast,  the  bark  being  at  tbe  time  of  her  capture  in  neutral 
waters,  or,  according  to  bearings,  within  three  miles  of  the  land,  when  she  was 
seized,  captured  and  taken  possession  of,  in  the  port  of  a  friendly  power,  where 
she  was  bound,  one  of  the  colonies  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
piratical  confederate  steamer  Alabama  aforesaid,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  protest  of  the  master,  made  before  the  United  States  consul  at  Gape  Town, 
a  certified  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  B ;  that  by  this  seizure 
this  appearer,  and  those  whom  he  represents,  have  suffered  injury  and  loss  to 
the  amount  of  $45,445  12,  as  follows :  oy  the  seizure  of  the  cargo  aforementioned, 
of  the  invoice  value  of  836,945  12,  and  a  further  loss  in  consequence  of 
the  non-arrival  of  the  cargo  at  its  ports  of  destination,  of  the  sum  of  $8,500, 
making  the  aforesaid  sum  of  $45,445  12. 

And  now,  the  said  Rufus  Greene,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  his  mercantile  firm,  whom  he  represents,  prefers  a  claim  against  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  holding  them  responsible  for  all 
losses  and  expenses  arising  from  the  seizure  of  the  cargo  aforesaid  ;  this 
appearer  and  those  he  represents  holding  themselves  ready  to  furnish  any  addi- 
tional proof  desired  in  the  premises,  and  the  said  appearer  believes  and  claims 
that,  according  to  the  law  of  nations  and  in  equity,  the  government  of  the  king- 
dom  of  Great  Britain  is  bound  to  indemnify  and  hold  them  harmless  for  ul 
losses,  together  with  interest  and  expenses  in  consequence  of  the  seizure  herein 
set  forth. 

RUFUS  GREENE. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal,  at  Bos- 
ton, the  year  and  day  above  written;  and  the  said  Rufus  Greene  hath 

[seal.]  affixed  his  name,  having  solemnly  sworn  to  the  truth  of  the  fore- 
going declaration. 

c  p.,.«n„-  >  GEORGE  H.  FOLGER. 

\    steS^.  I  Notary  PMk,  Justice  qf  the  Peace. 
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Her  Britannic  Hajbsty's  Oonsolatb, 

Stat€9  of  Mastaekusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

I,  Francis  Lousada,  her  Britannic  Majeety's  consul  for  the  States  of  Massa 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  do  herehy  certify  that  George  H.  Folger,  esq.,  o^ 
Boston,  is  a  notary  pnblic  for.  the  coantj  of  Suffolk,  Massachusetts,  duly  quali- 
fied, and  that  to  his  acts  and  attestations  as  such  full  credit  and  faith  is  due 
and  must  be  given.  And  I  further  certify  that  the  within  annexed  is  his 
genuine  signature  and  notarial  seal. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  of 
rx>B . ,  1     office,  at  Boston,  this  16th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

18BAL.J      jQ^3 

p.  LOUSADA, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty s  Consul  for  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 


JL 

Invoice  of  cargo  laden  on  hoard  hark  Sea  Bride,  White,  master,  hound  to  Cafe 
Town  and  Zanzihar.    Henry  Spauldtng,  supercargo,  on  hoard. 

New  York,  May  25, 1863. 

200    barrels  flour,  Mt.  Vernon,  for  Zanzibar,  at  $9 $1, 800  00 

100    barrels  flour,  La  Favorita  and  Oscawama,  at  J7  60 7,  500  00 

95    boxes  N.  cheese,  1 ,034  pounds,  at  16  cents 163  84 

35    boxes  E.  D.  cheese,  705  pounds,  at  15  cents 105  75 

'346  boxes  candles,  adamantine,  20  pounds  each,  at  20  cents. ...  1,  384  00 

500    boxes  extra  family  soap,  16  pounds  each,  at  SI  20 600  00 

28    bales  hops,  5,833  pounds,  at  22  cents  1,  283  26 

10    tierces  smoked  hams,  2,899  pounds,  at  12  cents 347  88 

50    barrels  prime  pork,  at  $12 600  00 

50    barrels  excelsior  beef,  at  $13  50 675  00 

2    cases,  120  pairs,  men's  split  brogans,  at  SI  25 150  00 

1  case,  60  pairs,  men's  goat  brogans,  at  $1  40 84  00 

2  cases,  No.  1,  24,  300  pounds  beams,  at  $3  each 72  00 

2    cases.  No.  2, 18,  beams 81  00 

2    bundles  frttnes  for  do 12  00 

2    bottoms  frames  for  do 13  00 

2    cases,  50  beams  and  weights 93  75 

2    cases,  platform  scales,  2 28  90 

lOi  kegs  white  lead,  26  pounds  each,  2,600  pounds,  at  8  cents. .  200  00 

4    cases  glass  beads,  1,440  bunches,  at  21  cents 302  40 

4    iron  barrels  caustic  soda,  2,399  pounds 1 75  13 

1  case,  8  reams  paper,  order 121  75 

48    boxes  and  2  packages,  297  clocks 1,  078  75 

2  casks  composition  nails,  200  pounds,  order,  at  29  cents 58  00 

1    case,  1 16  sheets  yellow  metal,  615  ponnds,  at  29  cents 178  35 

1    silver  hunting  watch,  order 15  00 

1    gold  hunting  watch,  order 58  00 

1    barrel,  containing  lamp  fixtures  and  oil,  order 19  50 

1    box,  30  gallons  coal-oil,  order ,  •  18  00 

1    case,  2  lamps,  fixtures,  &c.,  order 19  50 

1  package,  3  dozen  knives,  order 24  50 

27    boxes  crackers,  assorted,  8,000  pounds 1, 102  17 

2  walking  canes,  order i^  00 
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31    half  boxes  tobaooo,  H.  Buckles  k  Co.,  2,493  pounds,  at  56 

eents ^ 1,371  15 

lOOf  half  boxes  tobacco,  our  own,  11,715  pounds,  at  40  cents. ...  4, 686  00 

75^  half  boxes  tobacco,  Fairmount,  9,013  pounds,  at  35  cents ....  3, 154  55 

26    cases  tobacco,  excelsior,  4,063  pounds,  at  45  cents 1, 828  35 

41    M  hogshead  staves,  at  $80  per  M 3, 280  00 

10    M  hogshead  heading,  at  $80  per  M 800  00 

1    case  brushes 60  25 

1  case  stationeiy,  order 29  25 

2  down  triers 150 

33,586  48 

10  per  cent,  advance 3, 358  64 

36,945  12 


Invoice  of  cargo  for  Sea  Bride,  Charles  F.  White,  master,  consigned ;  Henrj 
Spaulding,  supercargo  on  board,  to  proceed  to  Cajpe  Town ;  transact  the  bust* 
ness  according  to  memorandum,  using  despatch  for  the  vessel,  and  consigning 
all  proceeds  of  sales  and  advances,  with  remainder  of  cargo,  to  Wm.  £.  Hines» 
the  shipper  agent  at  Zanzibar. 

BUFUS  6B££N£  &  Ca 

Nbw  Tork,  May  27,  1863. 

Unitbd  States  op  Ambbica, 

Chmnumtoealth  of  MoMacku^eiUf  S^jfoUc^  ss: 

^  Before  me,  George  H.  Folgcr,  a  notary  public,  commissioned  and  sworn,  m 
and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Rufus  Greene,  of  the  mercan- 
tile house  of  Ru&s  Greene  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct 
copy  of  an  invoice  of  cargo  shipped  by  their  firm  on  board  the  bark  Sea  Bride, 
which  vessel  was  seized  and  captured  by  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama,  in 
Table  bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  one  of  the  colonies  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain ;  that  the  said  firm  lost  thereby  the  property  above  set  forth,  and  that 
they  were  worth  to  said  firm,  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  a  sum  exceeding  the 
amoimt  stated  in  the  invoice. 

BUFUS  GREENE. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial 
TsbalI  ^^^*  ^  Boston,  this  15th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1863;  and  the  said 
*■        '^  RufVis  Greene  has  also  affixed  his  nanpe,  ht^ving  solemnly  sworn  to  the 

truth  of  the  foregoing  declaration. 
J  Revenue  )  GEORGE  H.  FOIXJER, 

I  stamp.   I  Notary  Public  and  Ju$Hce  of  the  Peatt. 


PoBT  OF  Caps  Town. 

On  this  6th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  before  me,  Walter  Ghv- 
ham,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Cape  Town  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  personallv  appeared  Charles  F.  White,  master  of  the  baric  f^ea  Brid«, 
of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of  447A  tons  or  thereabouts,  and  declared  that  on  the 
2d  day  of  May  he  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  ship  from  the  port  of  New  York 
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with  general  cargo,  and  arrired  off  Table  bay  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant, 
and  lukving  been  captured  bo  close  to  the  shore  by  the  confederate  steamer  Ala- 
bama, hereby  enters  this  note  of  protest  a^inst  said  captore  as  illegal,  reserring 
his  right  to  extend  said  protest  at  time  and  place  convenient,  if  found  necessary. 

MASTER  OF  BARK  SEA  BRIDE.. 

Attested: 

WALTER  GRAHAM, 

United  States  Consul. 

And  be  it  further  made  known,  that  on  this  7th  day  of  August  aforesaid,  to- 

f  ether  with  the  above-named  Charles  F.  White,  master,  also  came  John  Scho- 
eld,  chief  mate,  and  Richard  White,  2d  mate,  of  and  belonging  to  said  bark* 
who  declared,  on  oath,  that  on  the  28th  day  of  May  last  past,  in  their  capacity 
aforesaid,  they  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  bark  from  the  port  of  New  York, 
laden  with  general  cargo,  and  bound  to  the  port  of  Table  bay ;  that  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  voyage  without  any  particular  occurrence  until  noon  of  the  3d 
instant,  when  they  sighted  Table  mountain  and  made  for  Table  bay,  but  on  the 
night  of  the  4th  instant,  on  account  of  the  darkness,  they  deemed  it  advisable 
to  keep  off  for  the  night,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  they  stood  in  for  the 
land.  At  about  2  p.  m.  they  saw  a  steamer  coming  towards  them,  which  they 
considered  to  be  the  English  mail  steamer,  but  they  soon  found  her  to  be  the 
confederate  steamer  Alabama.  A  gun  was  fired  and  a  demand  was  made  to 
heave  to,  which  as  they,  the  said  apnearers,  did  not  comply  with,  another  gun 
was  fired,  and  the  commander  of  saia  steamer  threatened  to  shoot  them  if  they 
refused.  The  bark  was  then  hove  to.  Two  boats  were  lowered  firom  the  steamer 
and  sent  on  board  the  boat^  when  the  officer  in  charge  of  them  ordered  one  of 
his  crew  to  haul  down  the  flag,  and  ordered  the  captain  to  take  his  papers  on 
board  the  Alabama,  which  was  done  at  about  a  quarter  before  three,  when  the 
Dosition  of  the  bark  was  as  follows :  Green  Point  light-house  bearing  S.  by  E.; 
Robben  Island  light-house  bearing  NE. 

The  said  appearers  did  further  protest  against  the  said  capture  as  illegal.  Swd 
bark  was  at  the  time  in  neutral  waters,  or,  according  to  bearings,  within  three 
miles  of  the  land. 

And  these  appearers  did  further  allege,  declare,  and  say,  that  they,  together 
with  others  of  the  ship's  company,  used  their  best  endeavors  to  bring  the  said 
bark  into  Table  bay,  but  were  prevented  by  said  capture. 

CHARLES  F.  WHITE,  MaHer. 
JOHN  SCHOFIELD,  Ut  Mate. 
RICHARD  R.  WHITE,  2d  Mate. 

Thus  done  and  protested  before  me,  Walter  Graham,  United  States  consul  at 
Cape  Town,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 

r     ^  ,  WALTER  GRAHAM, 

l'--  *••  UniUd  States  Consul. 

United  States  op  America, 

Commonwealth  qf  Massachusetts,  Suffdk,  ss: 
I,  Greorge  H.  Folger,  a  notary  public,  duly  c<Mmnissioned  and  sworn,  in  and 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  exact  copy  of 
the  protest  of  bark  Sea  Bride,  with  the  signature  and  seal  of  the  United  States 
consulate  at  Cape  Town*  now  before  me. 
r       1       In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial 
L^        J  seal,  at  Boston,  this  15th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1863. 
J  Revenue)  GEORGE  H.  FOLGER, 

\  stamp.   )  Notary  Public. 
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[From  the  Cape  ArguB.] 

The  Alabama  again  in  Simon* 9  hay, -^Her  doings  on  her  recent  eruise.-^Sale 
of  the  Sea  Bride  and  her  cargo. 

FROM  ova  8PBCUL  CQRBE8POMD1MT. 

Simon's  Bay, 
Friday  Morning,  September  18. 

Here  we  have  the  Alabama  once  more  lying  at  her  anchorage,  within  300 
yards  of  Grout's  hotel ;  and  within  prettj  nearly  the  same  distance  off  Hout  bay, 
jast  on  the  other  side  of  the  point,  we  have  the  federal  Vanderbilt,  cruising 
about  in  search  of  the  famous  confederate.  So  it  would  appear  that  if  there 
had  not  been  actual  fighting  outside,  as  it  was  reported  there  had  been,  the 
steamers  have  been  within  an  ace  of  coming  into  collision. 

The  arrival  of  the  Alabama  has  created  quite  a  stir  throughout  the  place. 
It  seems  as  if  there  was  something  doing  once  more.  The  officers  aljce  on  shore 
stretching  their  legs  a  bit,  and  enjoying  themselves  in  various  ways ;  and  on 
board  all  hands  are  at  work  cleaning,  painting,  and  trimming  the  ship.  There 
have  been  a  hundred  stories  afloat  since  the  Alabama  left,  and  the  Vanderbilt 
arrived,  as  to  the  movements  of  the  ships.  And  although  there  was  no  truth 
in  the  rumor  of  a  fight  having  taken  place  a  day  or  two  ago,  nor  in  a  good  deal, 
besides,  that  has  been  said  about  the  Alabama,  it  appears  that  rumor  was  pretty 
well  informed  on  a  few  points,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the  Sea  Briae  and 
the  Tuscaloosa.  With  a  view  of  ascertainmg  the  exact  state  of  the  facta,  I 
took  a  run  down  here  on  Thursday  evening,  found  Captain  Semmea  on  board 
his  ship,  and  -heard  from  his  own  lips  an  account  of  what  he  had  done  since  he 
left  the  bay,  what  has  become  of  his  prizes,  and  what  his  future  movements  are 
likely  to  be. 

It  appears  that  when  he  left  False  bay  he  resolved  to  snend  a  few  days  in 
looking  after  federal  merchantmen  coming  from  the  east,  and  thinking  L'Agulhas 
bank  the  most  likely  place  to  fall  in  with  them,  he  took  up  a  position  off  that 
point.  The  Tuscaloosa  and  Sea  Bride  had  been  previously  ordered  to  go  to  Angra 
JPequeaa.  The  object  of  sending  the  Tuscaloosa  there  was  to  get  the  wool  taken 
out  of  her,  and  replaced  by  bdlast,  and  then  to  send  her  cruising  as  before. 
Captain  Semmes  had  previously  had  an  oflfer  for  the  Sea  Bride,  which  he 
resolved  to  accept.  He  says  that  his  desire  was  and  is  to  observe  strictly  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  and  to  do  nothing  which  can  possibly  give  ofience  to  the 
British  authorities.  Angra  Pequena  belongs  as  much  to  Captain  Semmes  as 
to  the  British  government,  or  perhaps  anybody  else,  and  any  transaction  there 
could  give  no  ground  of  complaint  to  Governor  Wodehouse,  Admiral  Walker, 
or  the  imperial  government.  A  day  was  fixed  for  both  the  Tuscaloosa  and  the 
Sea  Bride  to  be  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Angra  Pequena.  Upon  that  day 
Captain  Semmes  took  in  the  Alabama,  met  the  parties  who  had  made  him  the 
offer  for  the  Sea  Bride,  and  completed  the  sale  of  her.  ^hen  sold,  the  Sea 
Bride  was  taken  away.  The  wool  was  then  taken  out  of  the  Tuscaloosa  and 
landed.  The  Tuscaloosa  was  ballasted,  went  to  sea  again,  and  is  now  cruising 
not  veiy  far  off  the  land.  Captain  Semmes  then  returned  to  his  position  on 
L'Affulhas  bank,  but  not  a  single  federal  merchantman  made  her  appearance. 
He  boarded,  whilst  there,  sixteen  ships,  but  all  were  English,  with  English 
cargoes.  The  following  is  a  list  of  them  :  August  15,  English  bark  Saxon, 
Algoa  bay  to  Cape  Town.  August  17,  English  ship  Broughton  Hall,  Bom- 
bay to  Liverpool ;  medical  aid  being  required  on  board  of  her,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Llewellyn  was  sent  to  render  it  August  19,  English  ship  Camperdown, 
Madras  to  London.  August  20,  English  liark  Dunbar,  Natal  to  London. 
August  22,  overhauled  a  bark  showing  Dutch  colors.    August  23,  English  ship 
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Sanwak,  Bombay  to  lirerpool.  Aa^st  24,  Dutch  bark  Maria  Elizabeth, 
Batavia  to  Amsterdam.  AugOBt  25,  Dntch  bark  Minister  Van  Hull,  Batavia 
to  Amsterdam.  August  28,  English  schooner  Flower  of  Yarrow,  Icbaboe  to 
Cape  Town.  September  3,  English  ship  Panjaub,  Kurrachee  to  London.  Sep- 
tember 4,  English  bark  Isle  of  Maj,  Bombay  to  Liverpool.  September  9,  saw 
a  bark  showing  English  colors,  English  ship  Gameronian,  Calcutta  to  London, 
bj  signal.  September  10,  English  bark,  Calcutta  to  London.  English  ship 
Flora,  Manilla  to  Lirerpool.  September  12,  exchanged  colors  with  an  Englisn 
bark. 

The  wool  taken  out  of  the  Tuscaloosa  at  Angra  Pequena  is  now  on  its  way 
to  a  market-^where.  Captain  Senmies  did  not  tell  me,  and  it  beine  no  business  • 
of  mine,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  or  of  any  one  else,  except  himself,  I  did  not 
think  fit  to  inquire.    He  does  not  himself  know  precisely  where  the  Sea  Bride 
is  gone,  but  he  made  no  secret  as  to  her  purchaser. 

Captain  Semmes  further  told  me,  that  he  was  particularly  annoyed  that  cer- 
tain parties  should  have  endeavored,  immediately  nis  back  was  turned,  by  means 
of  mlse  statements,  to  bring  him  into  collision  with  the  naval  authorities  at 
Simon's  Town,  and  the  governor  of  the  colony.  He  says,  that  so  far  from 
having  done  anything  that  could  possibly  give  offence,  he  has  studiously  avoided 
every  act  that  could  possibly  be  construed  into  a  breach  of  the  law. 

The  story  told  by  the  person  who  piloted  the  Alabama  into  Saldanha  bay, 
on  the  occasion  of  her  first  visit,  is  contradicted,  both  by  Captain  Semmes  and 
the  officers  of  the  ship.  The  pilot  stated  that  Captain  Semmes  had  agreed  to 
give  him  dt*20  to  take  in  the  ship,  and  afterwards  refused  to  pay  him  more  than 
^€3.  The  truth  is,  that  when  Captain  Semmes  saw  the  little  coasting  vessel, 
commanded  by  the  person  who  acted  as  pilot,  he  sent  an  officer  on  boiard  her 
to  ask  whei%  Saldanha  bay  was.  The  captain  of  the  coaster  asked  the  officer 
to  take  him  on  board  the  steamer,  which  the  officer  consented  to  do.  Nothing 
was  said  about  pilotage,  but  when  the  captain  of  the  coaster  got  on  board  the 
Alabama  he  begEin  to  give  such  directions  as  a  pilot  would  have  given,  and  was 
allowed  to  take  the  ship  into  the  bay.  When  the  ship  was  at  anchor  Captain 
Senmies  aked  him  what  was  his  charge  for  pilotage.  That  was  the  first  time 
payment  was  spoken  of.  Neither  jS20  nor  any  other  sum  had  been  promised. 
The  man  replied  that  he  did  not  know.  Captain  Semmes  then  asked,  what 
was  the  charge  for  pilotage  at  Table  bay  or  Simon's  bay.  The  man  said  he 
did  not  know.  He  was  repeatedly  asked  to  name  a  sum,  but  declined  to  do  so. 
Captain  Semmes  then  called  an  officer  who  had  been  the  commander  of  an 
English  ship  on  the  English  coast,  and  asked  him  what  would  be  the  charge  for 
piloting  the  Alabama  into  an  English  port.  The  officer  replied,  it  would  be 
about  £2  6s.  Captain  Semmes  then  said  to  the  pilot,  "  Suppose  we  say  dC3.'* 
The  man  made  no  reply  but  went  below  with  an  officer,  who  was  to  take  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  money.  When  he  got  below,  the  man  seemed  to  take  second 
thought,  for  he  said  he  would  not  take  so  small  a  sum  as  <£3 ;  a  federal  com- 
mander, a  little  while  before,  had  paid  him  c620,  and  he  did  not  see  why  he 
should  not  have  <€20  now.  That  sum  Captain  Semmes  declined  to  pay  ;  but 
says  that  if  the  man  had  asked  for  <€5,  dC6,  dC7,  or  dC8,  he  would  have  given  it 
at  once,  and  would  never  have  thought  of  fixing  the  amount  himself,  if  the  pilot 
had  not  declined  to  do  so. 

Dp  to  the  time  that  he  came  into  Simon's  bay.  Captain  Semmes  did  not  know 
that  the  Vanderbilt  had  arrived  here.  He  had  been  within  sight  of  the  land 
for  four  days,  but  saw  nothing  whatever  of  her.  He  thinks  the  Vanderbilt 
much  too  heavy  for  him,  but  is  by  no  means  alarmed  at  finding  himself  so  near 
her.  He  says  he  is  pretty  comfortable  where  he  is,  and  expects  the  Kadie 
round  from  Table  bay  with  about  200  tons  of  coal  which  he  intends  to  take  in. 
If  the  Vanderbilt  should  happen  to  come  in  while  he  is  here,  he  will  insist  upon  . 
his  right  to  have  twenty-four  hours  start.    If  she  stops  outside,  she  must  keep 
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[From  the  Cape  Argna.] 

Tht  Alabama  again  in  Simon**  hay. --^Her  doings  on  her  rtcent  cruise. — Sale 
of  the  Sea  Bride  and  her  cargo, 

FROM  OUR  8FBCIAL  OORRBSFOKDEIIT. 

Simon's  Bay, 
Friday  Morning,  September  18. 

Here  we  have  tbe  Alabama  once  more  lying  at  her  anchorage,  within  300 
yards  of  Grout's  hotel ;  and  within  prettj  nearly  the  same  distance  off  Hout  bay, 
jQst  on  the  other  side  of  the  point,  we  have  the  federal  Vanderbilt,  cruising 
about  in  search  of  the  famous  confederate.  So  it  would  appear  that  if  there 
had  not  been  actual  fighting  outside,  as  it  was  reported  there  had  been,  tbe 
steamers  have  been  within  an  ace  of  coming  into  collision. 

1'he  arrival  of  the  Alabama  has  created  quite  a  stir  throughout  the  place. 
It  seems  as  if  there  was  something  doing  once  more.  The  officers  tljre  on  shore 
stretching  their  legs  a  bit,  and  enjoying  themselves  in  various  ways ;  and  on 
board  all  hands  are  at  work  cleaning,  painting,  and  trimming  the  ship.  There 
have  been  a  hundred  stories  afloat  since  the  Alabama  left,  and  the  Vanderbilt 
arrived,  as  to  the  movements  of  the  ships.  And  although  there  was  no  truth 
in  the  rumor  of  a  fight  having  taken  place  a  day  or  two  ago,  nor  in  a  good  deal* 
besides,  that  has  been  said  about  the  Alabama,  it  appears  that  rumor  was  pretty 
well  informed  on  a  few  points,  and  especiallv  with  regard  to  the  Sea  Bride  and 
the  Tuscaloosa.  With  a  view  of  ascertainmg  the  exact  state  of  the  facta,  I 
took  a  run  down  here  on  Thursday  evening,  found  Captain  Semmes  on  board 
his  ship,  and  -heard  from  his  own  lips  an  account  of  what  ho  had  done  since  he 
left  the  bay,  what  has  become  of  his  prizes,  and  what  his  future  movements  ape 
likely  to  l>e. 

It  appears  that  when  he  left  False  bay  he  resolved  to  snend  a  few  days  in 
looking  after  federal  merchantmen  coming  from  the  east,  and  thinking  L'Agulhas 
bank  the  most  likely  place  to  fall  in  with  them,  he  took  un  a  position  off  that 
point.  The  Tuscaloosa  and  Sea  Bride  had  been  previously  ordered  to  go  to  Angra 
Peqnena.  The  object  of  sending  the  Tuscaloosa  there  was  to  get  the  wool  taken 
out  of  her,  and  replaced  by  ballast,  and  then  to  send  her  cruising  as  before. 
Captain  Semmes  nad  previously  had  an  offer  for  the  Sea  Bride,  which  he 
resolved  to  accept.  He  says  that  his  desire  was  and  is  to  observe  strictly  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  and  to  do  nothing  which  can  possibly  give  ofience  to  the 
British  authorities.  Angra  Pequcna  belongs  as  much  to  Captain  Semmes  as 
to  the  British  government,  or  perhaps  anybody  else,  and  any  transaction  there 
could  give  no  ground  of  complaint  to  Governor  Wodehouse,  Admiral  Walker, 
or  the  imperial  government.  A  day  was  fixed  for  both  the  Tuscaloosa  and  the 
Sea  Bride  to  be  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Angra  Pequena.  Upon  that  day 
Captain  Semmes  took  in  the  Alabama,  met  the  parties  who  had  made  him  the 
offer  for  the  Sea  Bride,  and  completed  the  sale  of  her.  ^hen  sold,  the  Sea 
Bride  was  taken  away.  The  wool  was  then  taken  out  of  the  Tuscaloosa  and 
landed.  The  Tuscaloosa  was  ballasted,  went  to  sea  again,  and  is  now  cruising 
not  veiy  far  off  the  land.  Captain  Semmes  then  returned  to  his  position  off 
L'Affulhas  bank,  but  not  a  single  federal  merchantman  made  her  appearance. 
Ue  boarded,  whilst  there,  sixteen  ships,  but  all  were  English,  with  English 
cargoes.  The  following  is  a  list  of  them  :  August  15,  English  bark  Saxon* 
Algoa  bay  to  Cape  Town.  August  17,  English  ship  Broughton  Hall,  Bom- 
bay to  Liverpool ;  medical  aid  being  required  on  board  of  her.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Llewellyn  was  sent  to  render  it  August  19,  English  ship  Camperdown* 
Madras  to  London.  August  20,  English  liark  Dunbar,  Natal  to  London. 
August  22,  overhauled  a  bark  showing  Dutch  colors.    August  23,  English  ship 
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Sarawak,  Bombay  to  lirerpool.  Aagnst  24»  Datcb  bark  Maria  Elizabeth* 
Bi^yia  to  AmBterdam.  August  26,  Dutch  bark  Mioister  Van  Hull,  Batavia 
to  Amsterdam.  August  28,  English  schooner  Flower  of  Yarrow,  Ichaboe  to 
Gape  Town.  September  3,  English  ship  Panjaub,  Kurrachee  to  London.  Sep- 
tember 4,  English  bark  Isle  of  Maj,  Bombay  to  Liverpool.  September  9,  saw 
a  bark  showing  En^ish  colors,  English  ship  Oameronian,  Calcutta  to  London* 
by  signal.  September  10,  English  bark,  Calcutta  to  London.  English  ship 
Flora,  Manilla  to  Liverpool.  September  12,  exchanged  colors  with  an  Englisn 
bark. 

The  wool  taken  out  of  the  Tuscaloosa  at  Angra  Pequena  is  now  on  its  way 
to  a  market-^where.  Captain  Semmes  did  not  tell  me,  and  it  heins  no  business  • 
of  mine,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  or  of  any  one  else,  except  himself,  I  did  not 
think  fit  to  inquire.    He  does  not  himself  know  precisely  where  the  Sea  Bride 
IB  gone,  but  he  made  no  secret  as  to  her  purchaser. 

Captain  Semmes  further  told  me,  that  he  was  particularly  annoyed  that  cer- 
tain parties  should  have  endeavored,  immediately  nis  back  was  turned,  by  means 
of  mlse  statements,  to  bring  him  into  collision  with  the  naval  authorities  at 
Simon's  Town,  and  the  governor  of  the  colony.  He  says,  that  so  far  from 
having  done  anything  that  could  possibly  give  offence,  he  has  studiously  avoided 
every  act  that  could  possibly  be  construed  into  a  breach  of  the  law. 

The  story  told  by  the  person  who  piloted  the  Alabama  into  Saldanha  bay, 
on  the  occasion  of  her  first  visit,  is  contradicted,  both  by  Captain  Semmes  and 
the  officers  of  the  ship.  The  pilot  stated  that  Caption  Semmes  had  agreed  to 
give  him  d£20  to  take  in  the  ship,  and  afterwards  reiused  to  pay  him  more  than 
«£3.  The  truth  is,  that  when  Captain  Semmes  saw  the  little  coasting  vessel, 
commanded  by  the  person  who  acted  as  pilot,  he  sent  an  officer  on  board  her 
to  ask  whei%  Saldanha  bay  was.  The  captain  of  the  coaster  asked  the  officer 
to  take  him  on  board  the  steamer,  which  the  officer  consented  to  do.  Nothing 
was  said  about  pilotage,  but  when  the  captain  of  the  coaster  got  on  board  the 
Alabama  he  began  to  give  such  directions  as  a  pilot  would  have  given,  and  was 
allowed  to  take  the  ship  into  the  bay.  When  the  ship  was  at  anchor  Captain 
Semmes  aked  him  what  was  his  charge  for  pilotage.  That  was  the  first  time 
payment  was  spoken  of.  Neither  jS20  nor  any  other  sum  had  been  promised. 
The  man  replied  that  he  did  not  know.  Captain  Semmes  then  asked,  what 
was  the  charge  for  pilotage  at  Table  bay  or  Simon's  bay.  The  man  said  he 
did  not  know.  He  was  repeatedly  asked  to  name  a  sum,  but  declined  to  do  so. 
Captain  Semmes  then  called  an  officer  who  had  been  the  commander  of  an 
English  ship  on  the  English  coast,  and  asked  him  what  would  be  the  charge  for 
piloting  the  Alabama  into  an  English  port.  The  officer  replied,  it  would  be 
about  X2  6s.  Captain  Semmes  then  said  to  the  pilot,  "  Suppose  we  say  dC3.'* 
The  man  made  no  reply  but  went  below  with  an  officer,  who  was  to  take  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  money.  When  he  got  below,  the  man  seemed  to  take  second 
thought,  for  he  said  he  would  not  take  so  small  a  sum  as  <£3  ;  a  federal  com- 
mander, a  little  while  before,  had  paid  him  (£20,  and  he  did  not  see  why  he 
should  not  have  <€20  now.  That  sum  Captain  Semmes  declined  to  pay  ;  but 
says  that  if  the  man  had  asked  for  <£5,  c£6,  o£7,  or  o£8,  he  would  have  given  it 
at  once,  and  would  never  have  thought  of  fixing  the  amount  himself,  if  the  pilot 
had  not  declined  to  do  so. 

Dp  to  the  time  that  he  came  into  Simon's  bay.  Captain  Semmes  did  not  know 
that  the  Vanderbilt  had  arrived  here.  He  had  been  within  sight  of  the  land 
for  foui'  days,  but  saw  nothing  whatever  of  her.  He  thinks  the  Vanderbilt 
much  too  heavy  for  him,  but  is  by  no  means  alarmed  at  finding  himself  so  near 
her.  He  says  he  is  pretty  comfortable  where  he  is,  and  expects  the  Kadie 
round  from  Table  bay  with  about  200  tons  of  coal  which  he  intends  to  take  in. 
If  the  Vanderbilt  should  happen  to  come  in  while  he  is  here,  he  will  insist  upon  . 
his  right  to  have  twenty-four  hours  start.    If  she  stops  outside,  she  must  keep 


S80  mPLOKATIO  COBBESPQMI^BVGE. 

a  proper  distenee  from  the  beadlaeBcIs  of  False  bay*  mi  as  Fabe  bay  is  dlKtoai 
miles  acroes  he  thinks  there  will  be  plenty  of  room  for  him  to  g«t  out,  withoat 
ninning  foul  of  the  Yankee. 

In  conunenting  upon  the  probable  cimseauences  of  an  eneonnter  with  the 
Yaaderbilt,  Captain  Bemmes  spoke  with  mncn  modesty  of  the  power  of  his  owtt 
ship.  He  said  that  although  the  machinery  of  the  Vanderbilt  wonld  be  a  good 
target,  in  fighting  with  the  steamer  it  is  not  easy  to  escape  from  having  a  broad* 
side.  He  found  that  to  be  the  case  with  the  Hatteras.  Although  he  disposed 
of  her  pretty  easily,  it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do  to  prevent  her  from  giving 
him  a  broadside.  The  plan  he  adopted  with  the  Hatteras  was  to  use  his  large 
Blakely  gun  from  the  stem  of  his  ship,  and  that  gun  did  the  work.  The  gun 
is  an  85-pounder,  and  he  thinks  that  his  only  chance  with  the  Vanderbilt  will 
be  to  use  it  upon  her  machinery.  His  opinion  is,  that  the  Vanderbilt  has  very 
much  greater  speed  than  the  Alabama,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to 
got  away  from  her.  He  does  not  intend  to  go  and  look  for  her,  but  he  says 
ikMt,  if  he  has  to  fight  her,  he  will  do  his  best. 

He  expects  to  leave  False  bay  about  Monday  next.  He  would  not  have 
eome  back  to  Simon's  bay  now,  but  his  condensing  apparatus  got  out  of  ordef, 
a  few  days  after  leaving  Simon's  bay,  and  when  tiboni  four  days  at  sea  he  found 
that  the  condenser  did  not  act  properly.  It  did  not  take  more  than  one-third 
of  the  sal^  out  of  the  water.  Captain  Semmes  was  consequently  compelled  to 
put  the  men  upon  an  allowance.  Upon  arriving  at  Angra  requena  he  obtained 
tiom  a  person  there  sixteen  casks  of  water,  and  that  Quantity  sufficed  for  the  return 
voyage  to  Simon's  bay.  The  repairs  of  the  condenser  are  nearly  completed« 
and  as  soon  as  the  coal  is  on  board  the  Alabama  will  be  ready  to  take  hex 
final  departure  for  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope.  Cuitain  Semmes  says  that  it  is 
not  probable  that  when  onoe  he  gets  away  we  ahali  see  his  face  a^in  for  some 
time  to  come. 

It  was  rumored  in  town  yesterday  diat  the  Hon.  Mr.  Field,  the  collector  of 
eastoms,  had  received  a  letter  from  Siddanha  bav,  stating  that  the  Vanderbilt 
had  anchored  there.  On  inquiry  we  found  that  this  was  not  true.  She  is  still 
emising  just  outside  the  cape. 


[From  a  Cape  Town  paper.] 
THB  ALABAMA'S  LAST  PRIZB. 

Avery  nice  and  knotty  point  is  now  under  consideration,  whether  the  Sea  Bride 
is  or  is  not  a  lawful  prize  to  the  Alabama,  or  whether  the  confederate  has  not  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  neutrality  in  capturing  the  federal  bark  at  a  point  so  near 
to  British  land.  We  understand,  indeed,  that  two  or  three  somewhat  puzzling 
points  are  raised — some  of  them  depending  on  mere  ordinary  evidence  for  settle- 
ment, and  otheis  requiring  for  their  solution  a  reference  to  Vattel  and  the  laws 
of  nations.  Firsts  tnen,  what  is  the  range  to  which  extends  the  territorial  waters 
of  British  possessions  ?  To  this  the  general  reply  is  a  league ;  based  on  the  fact, 
as  Vattel  declares,  that  it  was  eonsidered  the  utmost  range  of  cannon-shot  in  the 
olden  times  when  he  wrote.  Has  this  in  any  way  been  affected  by  the  greater 
projectile  force  of  Armstrong's  and  Whitworth'sf  The  second  question  i»,  as- 
suming the  legal  distance  to  have  been  three  miles,  was  the  Sea  Bride,  at  the 
thne  of  her  capture,  within  that  range  of  the  nearest  British  land  ?  This  is 
entirely  a  case  of  evidence,  and  the  governor  has  been  yesterday  engaged  in 
obtaining  the  best  testimony  bearing  on  the  subject.  The  third  is  a  nicer  nnn 
blem  than  either  of  the  two.  On  Wednesday  night  the  bark  is  allegea  by 
some  of  her  crew,  who  were  still  on  board,  to  have  drifted  in  within  two  mUes 
of  the  li^t-bonse,  while  on  Thursday  she  stood  in  again,  and,  as  alleged,  wa^ 
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eiearly  witbiti  Britieh  iratert.  How  far,  then,  does  this  cowtitiito  a  breacb  of 
B^atrality,  or  how  &r  does  it  support  a  elaim  to  have  the  validitj  of  the  capture 
imputed? 

What  ans  vert  will  be  ei¥eA  to  all  tbese  queries  by  the  govemor,  or  what  ftir- 
dier  steps  he  may  think  m  to  take  in  conseqaence  of  them  is  unknown.  Botb 
sides,  however,  may  rely  npon  it  that  he  will  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  to  main- 
tain a  strict  neutisJity,  and  to  secure  fair  and  evea-handed  justice  to  all  the  par- 
ties  concerned^ 

THB  ALABAMA  AND  TUB  LAW  OP  NATIONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Advertiser  and  Mail: 

Sir:  The  capture  of  a  federal  vessel  by  a  confederate'steamer  within  sight  of 
a  British  port,  and,  as  some  contend,  even  in  British  waters,  raises  an  interesting 
discussion  as  to  the  international  legality  or  illegality  of  the  proceeding.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  some  of  your  numerous  correspondents,  legal  or  mercantile, 
interested,  whether  theoretically  or  practically,  in  the  important  point  at  issne^ 
will  not  fail  to  enter  on  the  inviting  field  of  inquiry.  Will  any  one,  having 
access  to  the  authorities  and  the  ability  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  task,  kindly 
oblige  your  readers  by  letting  them  know  the  exact  state  of  the  law  on  the  ques- 
tion ?  We  hear  on  all  sides  that  three  miles  is  the  limit  from  shore  within  which 
the  Sea  Bride  could  have  claimed  the  protection  of  the  British  flag;  but  is  this 
undisputed,  and  where  is  diis  precise  distance  laid  down  in  bladL  and  white  1 
Or  is  it  derived  merely  by  reasoning  from  analogy,  by  varying  **  caunon-range*'' 
for  instance,  hereafter  mentioned. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the  matter  to  advocate  one  side  or  the  others 
but  in  answer  to  the  question  just  put,  *'  Is  this  an  undisputed  rule  ?  "  would 
takQ  the  liberty  of  r^rring  to  a  work  published  by  Lord  Mackensie  (one  of  die 
judges  of  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland)  late  in  1862,  late  enough,  in  fact,  to 
have  the  advantage  of  treating  also  of  the  other  international  question,  arising 
out  of  the  seizure  of  the  Trent  by  the  federal  San  Jacinto,  in  November,  1861. 
Lord  Mackenzie  diere  says,  page  152 :  '*  The  ports  of  the  sea  near  the  coast  being 
in  some  degree  susceptible  of  propertv  and  of  great  importance  to  the  safety  of 
the  country,  are  held  by  the  modem  law  of  nations  to  be  comprehended  within 
the  territory  of  the  state  to  which  the  coast  belongs.  To  what  distance  a  na- 
tion may  extend  its  rights  over  the  sea  by  which  it  is  surrounded  is  a  problem 
which  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  controversy,  and  is  not  eaaily  determined. 
By  most  publicists  the  whole  space  of  sea  within  eaxmou-shot  of  the  coast  is 
considered  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  state,  and  for  that  reason  a  vessd  eap> 
tured  within  range  of  tlie  cannon  of  a  neutral  fortress  is  not  a  lawlul  prize." 

According  to  this  legal  authority,  then,  the  latest  as  far  as  we  know,  the  limit 
is  not  reckoned  by  miles,  but  a  limit  of  power  reckoned  by  "cannon-range." 
And  this  seems  in  accordance  witb  the  doctrine  of  (Hroperty  in  the  sea,  laid  down 
by  Grotius,  (Dt  Jure  BeU.  ei  Po^.,  bk.  2,  ch.  3,  sec  13-2,)  who  says  that  ''the 
empire  of  a  portion  of  the  sea  belongs  to  a  territory  in  so  far  as  those  who  sail 
on  that  part  of  the  sea  can  be  competed  fr<»n  the  shore  as  if  they  were  on  land.'* 

This  would  seem  materially  to  alter  the  feature  of  the  case*  It  raises  the 
ouestion,  could  a  cannon  planted  at  the  furthest  point  of  British  dominion  at 
the  Cape,  whether  that  point  be  (in  theory)  the  stoop  of  the  most  projecting  marine 
▼ilia  at  Sea  Point  or  the  opposite  coast  of  Robben  island,  have  thrown  a  ball, 
not  alone  into  the  Alabama  (for  she  may  have  kept  out  of  reach)  hut  into  tJie 
Sea  Bride,  at  any  moment  horn  the  eommeneemeBt  of  the  chase  to  the  eaptur- 
ing  closel 

I  may  mention  that  in  course  of  conversation  8ubse<|iiently  on  board  the  Aki- 
bama  I  put  the  question  direetly  to  Captain  Semmes*  as  to  whnt  the  limit  wbm. 
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His  reply  wm  :  "  Three  miles/'  Is  it  not  ratber,  I  asked  again, ''  within  cannon- 
range!*'  '<That  is  jnst  it,"  was  his  significant  reply;  ''indie  olden  days  the 
cannon- range  was  ti3i:en  as  three  miles/* 

But  cannons  hare  improved  and  cannon-ranges  mnch  increased  since  those 
** olden  days" — see  Blakeley's  rifled  five-miler  on  the  Alabama*8  very  decks—- 
and  thus  in  now  interpreting  the  terms  cannon-range  mnst  we  not,  making  al« 
lowances  for  this,  assume  the  case  ot  the  most  powerful  piece  of  artillery  modem 
science  has  invented.  The  question,  then,  if  Mackenzie  is  to  be  relied  on,  comes 
to  this:  would  such  a  cannon,  placed  on  the  furthest  projecting  point  of  Anglo- 
Afrtcan  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  the  scene  of  capture,  hav^  rescued  the  fair  Sea 
Bride. 

I  am  sure  I  only  speak  the  sentiments  of  many  who  are  anxious  to  get  exact 
and  reliable  information  on  an  interesting  subject,  when  I  express  the  hope  that 
some  local  "  Vattel "  will  take  up  the  question,  treating  it  first  on  general  prin- 
eiples  of  dominitm  in  the  sea,  and  then  with  reference  to  the  particular  subordi- 
nate case  of  the  Alabama  and  the  Sea  Bride.  

WILKES. 


[From  the  Advertiser  and  Mail.] 

Gaps  Town,  Monday  p.  m.,  August  10. 

CONPBDBRATB  CAPTURB8. 

The  governor  has  denied,  in  reply  to  the  representations  of  the  American  consul, 
that  the  bark  Sea  Bride  was  a  legitimate  prize  to  the  confederate  cruiser  Ala- 
bama. This  decision  has,  of  course,  dissatisfied  the  protesters,  and  some  of  them 
indulge  in  rather  tall  talk  of  the  manifest  one-sideness  of  British  authorities*  and 
of  the  terrible  retribution  that  will  one  day  befall  them  for  it.  That  they  should, 
be  dissatisfied  is  natural  enough,  and  no  one  can  refuse  his  sympathy  to  men 
who  have  lost  so  much,  so  unexpectedly,  and  within  so  near  a  reach  of  perfect 
safety.  But  we  cannot  see  how  his  excellency  could  have  acted  in  any  other 
way.  He  had,  in  the  first  place,  the  conflicting  testimonv  of  the  captors  and  the 
captured ;  the  former  declaring  that  they  were  more  than  three  miles  distant 
from  the  shore,  and  the  latter  less.  He  therefore  discarded  both,  and  determined 
to  rely  upon  the  beat  official  evidence  he  could  procure,  from  competent  profes- 
sional eye-witnesses  on  shore.  Those  whom  he  selected  for  that  purpose,  we 
believe,  were  the  signal-man  on  the  Lion's  Rump,  and  the  keepers  of  the  two  light- 
houses at  Green  Point  and  the  Monelle.  The  former  had  a  perfect  bird's  eye 
view  of  the  whole  affidr,  and  it  is  his  daily  business  to  estimate  and  report  to 
town  the  distance  of  vessels  entering  the  bay.  The  two  others,  though  not 
quite  so  practiced  as  the  signal-man  in  such  matters,  have  had  frequent  experi 
ence  in  the  same  judging  distance  sort  of  drill.  And  all  diree  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  the  Sea  Bride,  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  was  about  four  or  five 
miles  from  the  nearest  Oreen  Point  shore,  and  that  she  was  between  four  and  six 
miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  Robben  island.  With  facts  like  these  the  gov- 
ernor could  hardly  have  done  otherwise  than  to  adjudicate  as  he  did,  and  yet  it 
must  be  remembered  that  his  adjudication  is  by  no  means  final.  If  the  Ameri- 
can representatives  can  procure  reliable  evidence  assigning  a  position  to  the  bark 
within  the  territorial  waters  of  the  colony,  it  is  quite  within  their  power  to  avail 
themselves  of  it,  and  through  their  eovemment  to  adduce  it  before  the  court  of 
St.  James  in  London.  The  imperiid  government  will  thus  have  the  whole  case 
fully  before  them,  and  should  it  then  appear  that  injustice  has  been  done,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  ample  redress  will  be  given,  and  the  question  be  fairly  and 
•qvitably  disposed  of.    The  whole  m£Bur,  however,  it  must  not  be  fbrgotteo,  is 
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one  eimplj  of  eridence,  and  as  far  a0  the  evidence  taken  hitherto  has  gone,  H 
aeema  to  point  very  clearly  against  the  claimants.  The  Ami^ricans,  residenta 
rehe,  naturally  complain,  and  with  some  bitterness,  of  what  they  consider  the 
manifest  sympathy  which  was  shown  with  the  confederate  cause,  in  the  person 
of  the  confederate  commander  (Semmes,)  to  an  extent  inconsistent  with  the 
neutrality  which  we  profess.  On  this  it  must  be  remarked,  that  much  if  not 
most  of  the  enthnsiasm  shown  was  the  result  of  mere  curiosity,  combined  with 
that  hero  worship  which,  for  all  sorts  of  apparent  heroism,  whether  true  or  spu* 
rious,  springs  up  instinctively  in  the  human  breast.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  extraordinary  pluck  displayed  by  the  confederate 
States,  while  fighting  for  their  own  independence,  has  gained  for  them  a  sympa- 
thy which  wholly  overlooks  the  original  grounds  and  origm  of  the  strife.  Such 
sympa^y  as  this  it  is  impossible  to  repress.  Proclamations  and  decrees  are 
powerless  to  oppose  it,  and  are  never  intended  to  interfere  with  it.  When  we 
say,  therefore,  tnat  we  are  neutral,  we  mean  that  our  government  in  its  official 
capacity  and  official  acts  is  neutral,  and  such  undoubtedly  the  government  of  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope  has  in  the  present  instance  shown  itself  to  be.  It  is  true 
that  a  few  official  nersons  were  foolish  enough  to  show  their  own  excessive  sym« 
pathy  with  the  confederate  commander,  but  their  indiscretion  was  quickly  checked 
by  the  governor  personally,  who  felt  that  by  some  of  the  steps  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  them  the  neutraHty  of  his  government  might  be  seriously  compromised. 
Since  the  departure  of  the  Alabama  yesterday  morning,  two  American  vessels 
entering  Table  bay  had  a  narrow  escape.  They  were,  however,  warned  off  by 
some  boats  in  the  offing,  and  were  wide  awake  enough  to  hug  the  sl^ore  so  closely 
as  to  put  the  neutrality  of  their  position  beyond  dispute.  While  entering  False 
bay  again,  yesterday,  another  American,  the  Martna  Wentzel,  was  seized,  but 
was  quickly  liberated  on  its  being  clearly  shown  that,  at  the  time  of  her  capture, 
she  was  within  the  protection  of  the  claimed  league  from  shore. 

The  conf^erate  sailing  cruiser  Tuscaloosa  put  into  Simon's  bay  yesterday, 
after  effecting  a  capture  off  the  coast  within  the  last  week  or  two.  This  was  a 
China  vessel,  the  Santee,  bound  to  England,  but  having  a  British  cargo  on 
board  she  was  released  on  giving  bond  for  a  ransom  of  $150,000.  The  Tusca- 
loosa gave  chase  to  another  clipper  ship,  the  Snow  Squall,  and  got  near  enough 
to  fire  into  her.  The  fugitive,  however,  outstripped  her  in  speed,  and  got  clear 
away. 

In  connexion  with  this,  it  will  be  interesting  to  the  commercial  world  to  know 
that  Captain  Semmes  lays  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  whenever  a  bona  fide  British 
cargo  is  found  on  board  an  American  bottom,  the  vessel  is  always  released  on 
payment  of  a  ransom.  In  every  other  case  the  prize  is  remorselessly  burnt  and 
sunk.  In  addition  to  thid,  it  may  be  stated  that  for  all  his  numerous  captures 
he  has  to  give  account,  and  establish  a  condemnation  before  an  admiralty  prize 
court  in  the  Confederate  States.  It  is,  therefore,  his  invariable  rule  to  make  a 
provisional  but  formal  inquiry  into  each  individual  case  as  it  arises,  to  investi- 
gate and  record  all  the  circumstances  of  it,  and  to  register  and  preserve  the  evi- 
dence on  which  his  provisional  condemnation  is  based.  Some  of  these  judgments 
and  other  matters  we  shall  publish  in  our  Mail  issue  next  week. 


tFrom  a  Cape  Town  torn  paper.] 
THB  8TEAMBR  ALABAMA  AND  TUB  PRIZB  BARK  8BA  BRIDB. 

The  confederate  steamer  Alabama  still  remains  in  Table  bay,  but  probably,  if 
the  weaker  moderates,  will  leave  for  Simon's  bay  this  morning.  She  has  taken 
in  some  supplies,  such  as  biscuits,  &c.»  and  Mr.  Gonebrink  is  preparing  some 
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boiler  plates,  and  other  artides  which  are  necessary  for  the  repair  of  her  i 
ehinerj.  Captain  Semmes  has  not  left  his  vessel  (except  to  paj  a  complimentarj 
risit  to  H.  M.  Steamer  Valorons,  and  the  East  India  and  Ix>ndon  Uompanj's 
steamer  Lady  Jocelyn)  since  his  arrival  here,  and  will  not  land  at  Cape  Town. 
He  is  thoroughly  alive  to  the  paramount  importance  of  the  work  he  is  engaged  in, 
and  puts  off  all  idea  of  relaxation  and  repose  until  the  war  is  over,  and  he  may  be 
able  to  draw  a  long  breath.  It  was  his  intentioii  to  proceed  to  sea  yesterday 
morning,  to  take  out  of  the  Sea  Bride  such  supplies  as  he  wants,  and  then  bora 
her,  but  the  severe  weather  of  yesterday  has  prevented  this.  The  American 
consul  and  the  colonial  government  are  meanwhile  in  correspondence  respecting 
the  legality  of  Captain  Semmes's  proceedings  on  Wednesday.  The  consul  has 
put  in  the  protest  of  the  captain  and  mate  of  the  Sea  Bride  to  prove  that  he  waa 
within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  land,  and  therefore  in  neutral  waters  whei\  seized 
by  the  Alabama.  The  goveraoient,  on  the  other  hand,  has  got  the  statement  of 
the  signal-man  on  the  Leon's  Bump  that  the  bark  was  four  mike  off  land,  ai^ 
of  Captain  Bieaet,  Mr.  Wollaston.  and  others,  that  she  was  more  than  three 
miles  distant,  and  therefore  beyoad  the  neutral  line.  The  consul,  in  addition  to 
tlie  protest  alluded  to,  has  received  the  evidence  of  the  steward  and  seamen  of 
the  Sea  Bride,  who  were  left  on  board  at  the  oapture  until  Thursday.  They 
state  that  on  Wednesday  night  a  signal  was  made  from  the  Alahama  to  bum  the 
bark,  and  that  tar  barrels  were  pla^  at  different  parts  of  the  vessel,  and  ammu- 
nition piled  in  the  cabin  and  forecastle  for  that  purpose ;  but  a  subsequent  signal 
from  the  Alabama  seemed  to  countermand  the  order,  and  the  bark  lay  on  and 
off  the  port.  At  one  time  she  was  within  one  mile  of  Green  Point  liffht;house» 
and  at  another  time  about  two  miles  from  land,  which  is  also  considered  ooatraiy 
to  the  rules  of  neutrality,  which  provide  that  no  prise  is  to  be  taken  into  Brit- 
ish waters.  The  consul  has  asked  that  the  priie  be  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Valorous,  until  the  question  of  legality  is  decided.  The  government,  however, 
does  not  ^l  at  present  disposed  to  attempt  any  interference  either  with  Captain 
Semmes  or  his  prise. 
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BRITISH    LEGATION. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

British  Lboatiqn, 

Washington,  July  3,  1863. 
8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  snhmit  to  you  a  protest  made  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Locke, 
master  of  the  brig  Isabella  Thompson,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  against  the  cap- 
ture of  his  ship  by  the  United  States  vessel-of-war  United  States. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  return  the  protest  to  me  after  taking  cogni- 
sance of  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  widi  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Bbwabd,  ^.,  ^.,  8gc, 


Protest, 


United  States  of  America, 

State  of  New  York,  City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 
By  this  public  instrument  of  protest  be  it  known  and  manifest :  That  on 
this  twenty-ninth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  personally  came  and  appeared 
before  me,  Henry  W.  Johnson,  a  notary  public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn, 
in  and  for  the  State  of  New  York,  and  dwelling  in  the  city  of  New  York,  £ben 
J.  Locke,  master  of  the  brig  Isabella  Thompson,  belonging  to  Halifax,  in  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  solemnly  declare 
and  state  as  follows :  That  he,  the  said  appearer,  did,  on  the  twenty- seventh 
day  of  April,  A.  D.  1863,  set  sail  and  depart  Atom  Halifax  aforesaid,  in  and 
with  the  said  brig,  as  master  thereof,  having  on  board  a  cargo,  consisting  of 
luipber  and  fish,  consigned  to  Messrs.  Saunders  &  Sons,  of  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence, for  which  port  said  brig  was  bound ;  that  the  officer  and  crew  of  said 
))rig  consisted  of  five  persons,  besides  this  appearer.  That  said  trig  arrived  at 
Nassau,  with  said  cargo,  as  nearlv  as  he  can  now  recollect,  on  or  about  the 
twentieth  day  of  May  last  past ;  uat  on  her  arrival  there  the  cargo  was  dis- 
charged in  said  port,  on  board  of  lighters,  and  was  taken  on  shore ;;  that  after 
said  cargo  was  so  discharged,  this  appearer  was  informed  by  the  said  consignees 
that  they  had  engaged  a  return  cargo  of  cotton  and  turpentine,  to  be  Inransported 
in  said  brig  to  Halifax ;  that  shortly  thereafter  a  vessel,  which  appeared  to  this 
appearer  to  be  a  lighter,  and  which  he  believes  was  a  lighter,  but  the  name  of 
which  he  does  not  know,  came  from  the  shore  out  into  the  harbor  or  stream, 
where  said  brig  then  lay,  the  said  lighter  having  some  turpentine  on  board ;.  that 
said  lighter  came  alongside  of  said  brig,  and  the  said  turpentine  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  said  brig ;  that  said  lighter  then  returned  to  the  shore,  and  soon  after 
returned  to  said  brig  with  a  quantity  of  cotton,  which  was  then  transferred  to 
the  brig.  That  after  said  brig  had  so  received  said  turpentine  and  cotton^  this 
appearer  then  went  on  shore,  and  obtained  a  clearance,  ^om*the  proper  authori- 
25  c  •  / 
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ties,  for  Halifax,  for  which  port  he  sailed,  with  said  brig  and  cai^o,  on  the  sixth 
day  of  June  instant ;  that  said  brig  did  not  receive  or  have  on  board,  for  her 
retnm  voyage  from  Nassau,  any  other  cargo  than  that  above  mentioned,  and 
that  the  same  was  received  on  hoard  of  said  brig  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
circumstances  hereinbefore  stated,  and  not  otherwise.  That  after  this  appearer 
had  so  sailed  frt)m  Nassau,  he  sailed  direct  for  Halifax  aforesaid,  and  when 
within  about  three  hundred  miles  from  that  port  said  brig  was  boarded  by  the 
"United  States  vessel-of-war  United  States,  and  she  and  said  cargo  was  then 
seized  by  the  officers  in  command  of  the  United  States,  and  brought  into  the 
port  of  New  York ;  that  this  appearer,  and  all  his  papers  relating  to  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  and  all  of  the  crew,  were  likewise  seized  and  brought  to  said  last- 
mentioned  port.  That  the  alleged  ground  of  such  seizure,  as  thia  appearer  was 
informed  and  believes,  was  that  said  brig  had  on  board  a  cargo  which  had  run 
the  blockade  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and  that  said  brig  had  received 
said  cargo  in  violation  of  a  blockade  of  said  last-named  port,  then  lawfully  made 
and  maintained  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  And  this  appearer 
declares  and  solemnly  states  that  at  the  time  he  received  said  cargo  on  board 
of  said  brig,  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  he  had  no  knowledge  by  what  means  or  when 
the  same  had  been  brought  into  said  port,  or  where  the  same  came  from ;  that 
the  said  brig  was  actually  moored  ana  anchored  in  the  harbor  afr  Nassau  at  the 
time  she  received  said  cargo,  and  that  the  same  was  received  in  the  usual 
manner  of  receiving  cargo  in  said  port. 

Wherefore  the  appearer,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  said  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
for  all  persons  who  are  or  may  be  interested  therein,  »doth  declare  and  protest 
before  me,  the  said  notary  ;  and  t,  the  said  notary,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
appearer,  do  also  protest  against  the  United  States,  and  against  all  and  every 

Serson  or  persons  whomsoever,  responsible  or  liable,  or  whom  these  presents 
0,  shall,  or  may  concern,  and  hold  them  responsible  and  liable  for  all  demur- 
rage, damage,  injury,  loss,  wages,  costs,  and  expenses  incurred  or  sustained,  or 
which  may  be  incurred  or  sustained,  by  reason  of  the  premises. 

EBEN  J.  LOCKE. 

This  done,  declared,  and  protested,  in  due  form  of  law,  at  my  office,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 
[l.  s.]  henry  W.  JOHNSON, 

Notary  Public, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  10,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  In  response  to  your  note  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing  a  protest 
made  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Locke,  master  of  the  brig  Isabella  Thompson,  of  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  against  the  capture  of  that  vessel  by  the  United  States  ship-of-war 
United  Statesr,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  yester- 
day, addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  dbc,  dc,  dec. 


Mr,  Welles  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  July  9,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th 
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instant,  inviting  my  attention  to  a  copj  of  n  communication  from  Lord  Lyons, 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  protest  made  by  E.  J.  Locke,  master  of  the  English 
brig  Isabella  Thompson,  relative  to  the  capture  of  that  vessel  by  the  United 
States  steamer  United  States  on  the  19th  ultimo. 

The  Isabella  Thompson  has  doubtless  ere  this  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
prize  court  at  New  York,  to  which  she  was  sent  for  adjudication,  and  the  parties 
interested  must  abide  the  decision  of  that  court ;  which  tribunal  will,  without 
doubt,  give  a  just  decision  upon  the  seizure,  and  award  ample  damages,  should 
the  seizure  have  been  illegal  and  wanton. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secrvtary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William"  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

rAcoompamment  to  note  of  the  18th  Julj,  1863,  omitted  in  former  publication.] 

Mr.  Smard  to  Smor  Dm  Oabrid  Oarcia  y  Tattara. 

Department  of  State, 

Watkington,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  7tli 
instant,  which  was  delivered  to  me  yesterday,  together  with  its  accompaniments, 
being  conununications  with  documents  from  her  Catholic  Majesty's  consul  at 
Key  West. 

In  these  papers  John  J.  Pearce  represents  himself  to  be  a  British  subject,  and 
master  of  the  British  steamer  Victor.  He  also  represents  that  the  said  vessel, 
being  a  neutral,  engaged  in  a  lawful  voyage,  without  even  contraband  of  war  on 
board,  was,  on  the  23th  day  of  May  last,  brought  to  and  captured  within  the 
limit  of  two  and  a  quarter  miles  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  so  within  the  un- 
questioned maritime  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  by  the  tlnited  States  war  steamer 
Juniata,  Gaptain  Stevens,  and  was  taken  as  a  prize  into  Key  West.  That  the 
United  States  boarding  officer  who  made  the  seizure,  while  engaged  in  the  cap- 
tare,  conducted  himself  not  only  in  a  rude  and  extravagant,  but  in  an  illegal, 
manner;  and  that  he  stated  to  the  aforementioned  John  J.  Pearce,  in  justilica- 
tion  of  the  seizure,  that  the  orders  of  Admiral  Wilkes  were  to  detain  and  make 
prize  of  any  English  vessel  that  should  come  out  from  the  Havana  and  should 
shape  her  course  for  Key  West.  It  is  also  represented  in  the  same  paper  that 
the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Victor  were  rigorously  imprisoned  at  Key  West,  and 
that  Mr.  Maxwell,  executive  officer  of  the  Juniata,  having  been  presented  to  a 
certain  Mrs.  Heckwith,  residing  at  Key  West,  stated  to  her  that  the  caj)ture  was 
made  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  coast  of  Cuba ;  but  that,  for  the  reason  that 
this  might  give  rise  to  a  reclamation  by  the  Spanish  government,  he  had  noted 
in  the  captain's  minutes  that  the  Victor  was  taken  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles  from 
the  coast ;  which  statement  of  Mr.  Maxwell  had  been  brought  by  the  aforesaid 
female  to  the  knowledge  of  Rear- Admiral  Bailey  and  Gaptain  Temple. 

If  these  representations  are  true,  then  the  capture  and  all  the  proceedings  fol- 
lowing it  are  not  only  illegal,  but  they  are  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of 
Spain,  and  equally  in  violation  of  the  known  and  express  directions  of  this  gov- 
ernment. In  that  case  they  will  be  disavowed.  The  officers  who  committed 
them  will  be  visited  with  severe  punishment,  and  full  satisfaction  will  be  promptly 
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awarded  hj  this  government  to  her  Catholic  Mijesty'f  »>yemmentt  together 
nith  indemnitj  to  all  the  parties  who  have  been  aggrieved.  Thili  government 
will  lose  no  time  in  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  these  representations,  and  when 
the  facts  are  ascertained  I  shall  at  once  make  them  known  to  von,  together  with 
the  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  thereupon*  for  the  information 
of  your  government. 

In  the  mean  time  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  relieve  the  case  of  its  aggravations. 
Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  accidentally  came  into  my  chamber  when  I  was  reading 
your  note.  I  submitted  it  to  his  perusal,  and  he  informed  me  that  no  such  orders  as 
are  there  attributed  to  him  were  ever  given  by  him  or  by  his  authority  or  per- 
mission. Although  nqt  specially  informed  of  the  capture  in  question,  he  has  in- 
directly received  some  information  on  the  subject,  and  his  statements  induce  a 
presumption  that  other  and  material  portions  of  the  representations  are  erroneous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Selior  Don  Gabriel  Gabcia  v  Tassara,  8fc,,  ^.,  <itc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Swor  Tassara, 

[AccompaiUinent  to  note  of  the  18th  of  Julj,  1863 ;  omitted  in  former  publication.] 

Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  July  18,  1863. 

SiE :  Beferring  to  your  note  of  the  7th  instant,  and  to  my  reply  of  the  9th 
instant,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  Victor,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  infonn 
you  that  it  appears  that  a  report  upon  the  subject  had  previously  been  received 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the  commander  of  the  Juniata,  which  repre- 
sents that  the  Victor,  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  was  distant  about  eight  miles 
from  the  Cuban  coast,  and  that,  although  her  papers  were  mainly  correct,  yet  by 
the  admission  of  one  of  the  crew,  as  wdl  as  from  the  nature  of  the  circumstantial 
evidence  connected  with  the  case,  the  vessel  was  undoubtedly  intended  to  run 
the  blockade.  Though  bound  ostensibly  for  Matamoras,  her  cargo  is  stated 
to  have  been  entirely  unstuted  for  that  place. 

Mr.  Welles  will,  however,  require  a  further  report  upon  the  subject,  which, 
when  received,  may  enable  this  department  to  address  to  you  an  additional  com- 
munication in  regard  to  it. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  yon  renewed  assurances  of  my  veiy 
hi£:h  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  v  Tassara,  ^.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyoni, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  AugiiUt  1,  1863. 
Mv  Lord  :  Beferring  to  my  note  of  the  18th  ultimo*  relative  to  the  capture 
of  the  British  steamer  Victor  by  the  United  States  steamer  Jimiata,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  commmunication  of  the  day  before 
yesterday,  addressed  to  this  depaitment  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


•38th 
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I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunitj  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assurance  of 
my  high  consideration. 

.WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^c,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Snoard 

Navy  Dkpartmbnt,  July  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  communication  to  you,  dated  the  16th  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  the  complaint  of  the  Spanish  minister  that  the  Juniata  had  committed 
an  aggression  witnin  the  jurisdictional  waters  of  Cuba,  in  the  seizure  of  the 
steamer  Victor,  on  the  28th  of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
an  additional  report  from  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens,  made  in  compliance  with 
an  order  of  the  department,  in  which  he  reiterates  his  statement  that  the  capture 
was  made  eight  miles  from  Moro  Castle,  and  refers  to  other  matters  complained  of. 
I  am,  very  respectfully^  &c,, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Commander  Stevens^  to  Mr,  Welles, 

Erie,  July  24, 1863. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  16th  instant,  concerning  the 
seizure  of  the  English  steamer  Victor  by  the  Juniata,  under  my  command,  I 
beg  leave  to  state  that  the  capture  was  made  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  May, 
Moro. Castle  then  bearing  E.SE.,  (true,)  distant  8  miles,  and  that  this  result  was 
arrived  at  from  numerous  cross  bearings,  taken  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  exact  position  of  the  vessel,  by  the  master  of  the  Juniata,  Mr.  Kautz,  by 
my  orders.  I  was  thus  particular,  as  I  thought  it  not  unlikely  the  (juestion  of 
jurisdiction  might  arise,  to  be  prepared  for  it.  In  addition  to  this,  I  directed 
the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Juniata  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  officers  upon  the 
subject,  all  of  whom  agreed  upon  the  distance  being  as  great  at  least  as  re- 
ported ;  and,  moreover,  when  I  inquired  of  Captain  Pearce,  upon  his  coming  on 
board  the  Juniata,  how  far  he  thought  the  nearest  land  was  distant,  he  replied 
about  five  miles,  which  nearly  agrees  with  the  bearing  and  distance  of  Moro 
Castle,  as  reported. 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Simpson,  the  boarding  officer  of  the  Victor, 
as  charged  in  the  statement  of  Captain  Pearce,  I  have  only  to  say  this  is  the 
first  intimation  I  have  had  of  any  such  complaint ;  if  Captain  Pearce  had  any 
ground  for  just  complaint,  he  had  ample  opportunity  to  have  made  known  his 
grievance  before. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Victor  were  kept  in  confinement  at  the  request 
of  the  prize  commissioner,  to  prevent  their  being  tampered  with  until  he  could 
procure  their  evidence  according  to  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS,  Commander, 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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From  British  Legation, 
Memorandum, — Cait  of  the  Mont  Blanc, 

August  10,  1863. 

In  a  note  dated  the  16tb  of  July  Lord  Lyons  observed  that  on  being  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Seward  that  directions  to  proceed  to  the  assessment  of  damages 
in  this  case  would  be  given  to  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  he  would,  on  his  part,  take 
care  that  proper  directions  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Yice-GoDsul  Butterfield. 

Lord  Lyons  is  waiting  for  this  information  before  taking  any  further  eteps. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  the  Hon.  William  Stuart. 

Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  26,  1863. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  Lord  Lyons's  note  of  the  3d  of  this  month,  *  relative 
to  the  complaint  of  Messrs.  Tootal,  Broadhurst  &  Lee,  British  merchants,  re- 
siding at  New  York,  and  to  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  the  United  States 
government  generally  with  the  trade  carried  on  between  New  York  and  the 
Bahamas,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  communication  of 
the  22d  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  William  Stuart,  <§c.,  c^c,  dc. 


Mr,  Chase  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Treasury  Department, 

August  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  you  the  letter  of  Lord  Lyons,  covering 
the  complaint  of  Messrs.  Tootal,  Broadhurst  &  Lee,  transmitted  with  your  let- 
ter of  7th  instant.  This  correspondence  was  sent  to  the  collector  at  New  York 
for  his  report,  of  which  I  send  a  copy. 

The  question  at  issue  is  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  Treasury  in- 
structions to  Collector  Barney,  of  May  23,  1862,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy. 
It  is  difficult  to  perceive  upon  what  grounds  British  merchants  can  claim  in 
American  ports  any  rights  not  conceded  to  American  merchants.  It  may  be, 
however,  that  some  merchants  of  every  nation  may  hesitate  to  give  the  bond 
required  on  the  supposition  that  the  last  clause  of  Uie  second  paragraph  of  the 
Treasury  Circular  may  impose  responsibility  for  acts  of  parties  not  employed 
by  them,  and  not  in  any  way  under  their  control.  Such  is  not  the  construc- 
tion given  to  the  requirement  in  this  department ;  and  to  remove  all  pretext  of 
complaint,  the  collector  at  New  York  and  other  porta  will  be  instructed  to  re- 
quire only  substantial  security  that  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall  not 
be  transported  to  any  place  under  insurrectionary  control,  and  shall  not,  in  any 
way,  be  used  to  give  aid  or  comfort  to  such  insurgents  with  or  by  the  consent, 
permission,  or  connivance  of  the   owners,   shippers,  carriers,   or  consfgnees 

*  38th  CoDgress,  Ut  session.  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1,  page  683. 
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thereof.    This  will  exonerate  exporters  after  the  goods  have  arrived  at  the  port 
of  destination  and  have  been  disposed  of  in  good  faith,  otherwise  than  in  aid  of 
the  rebellion  by  the  consignees,  from  all  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  persons 
who  do  not  derive  their  control  over  the  goods  directly  from  the  exporter. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHAHE, 
Secretary  of  the  Trea9ury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Collector's  Office,  Custom  House, 
•  New  York,  August  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  enclosing  to  me  a  letter 
to  you  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  last  covered  a  despatch  from  Lord 
Lyons  in  regard  to  shipments,  or  proposed  shipments,  of  goods  from  this  port  to 
Nassau,  by  Messrs.  Tootal,  Broadhurst  and  Lee,  and  at  your  request  have  the 
honor  to  report  thereon.  • 

I  have  caused  inquiry  to  be  made  at  the  proper  bureau  of  this  office,  and  can- 
not learn  that  those  gentlemen  ever  shipped,  or  proposed  to  ship,  any  goods  from 
this  port  to  Nassau,  or  elsewhere  in  the  Bahamas.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
they  may  have  done  'either  the  one  or  the  other.  At  all  events,  if  they  have, 
(and  this  will  meet  the  main  point  of  your  inquiry,)  no  unusual  terms  have  been 
imposed,  or  suggested,  in  respect  to  any  shipment  of  goods,  either  made  or  pro- 
posed to  be  made  by  those  gentlemen  to  the  Bahamas  or  elsewhere. 
I  return  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  CLINCH, 
Assistant  Collector, 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  October  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  hare  considered  the  note  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  4th  of  August  last,*  respecting  the  case  of 
the  Blanche,  and  they  have  instructed  me  to  express  to  you  their  regret  that 
they  cannot  accept  that  note  as  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  representation 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  by  their  order,  on  the  1st  of  the  same 
month. t 

Your  note  states  that  Commander  Hunter  has  been  visited  with  the  censure  of 
the  United  States  government  for  having  intentionally  violated  the  maritime 
jurisdiction  of  Spain,  but  it  alleges  that  this  outrageous  and  indefensible  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  a  United  States  officer  imposes  no  obligations  on  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  indemnify  those  upon  whom  that  officer,  acting 
in  the  name  and  under  the  flag  and  authority  of  his  government)  has  inflicted  a 
very  grievous  injury, 

*  38th  Congress,  1st  sf^ssion,  House  Ex.  Doc  No.  1,  page  685. 
Mhid,,  page  680. 
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To  this  her  Majesty's  goTernment  feel  bound  to  reply,  that  the  censure  of 
Commander  Hunter,  or  even  his  dismissal  from  the  United  States  navy,  for  a 
gross  and  deliberate  violation  of  international  law,  can  constitute  no  substantial 
redress  to  the  owners  of  the  Blanche  and  of  her  cargo ;  and  that  the  proposi* 
tion  that  the  United  States  govemmenl  is  under  «o  obligations  to  indemnify 
those  whom  that  officer  has  injured  is  one  which  no  neutral  state,  sensible  of  the 
duty  of  protecting  its  subjects,  can  be  expected  to  admit. 

As  to  the  actual  burning  of  the  Blanche,  and  the  other  facts  in  the  case,  an 
attentive  consideration  of  your  note  has  not  changed  the  views  of  her  Majesty's 
government.  They  have  already  fully  expressed  their  opinion  with  regard  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  and  to  that  opinion  they  adhere. 

Her  Majesty's  government  observe  that  it  was  from  the  first  obvious  that 
there  would  be  conflicting  statements  as  to  who  the  persons  were  who  actually 
set  fire  to  the  vessel,  but  they  maintain  that  the  true  cause  of  the  vessel  being 
sej^on  fire,  whoever  did  that  act,  was  the  unlawful  aggression  of  Captain  Hunter, 
and  for  that  act,  and  its  consequences,  they  but  regard  the  United  States  govern- 
ment as  responsible.  They  consider  that,  independently  of  all  other  evidence, 
the  original  protest  made  before  the  British  consul  at  the  Havana,  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1862,  though  it  does  not  state  who  set  fire  to  the  Blanche,  ought,  in  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  to  satisfy  the  United  States  government 
that  the  bumino^  of  the  ship  was  either  the  act  of  the  wrong- doer  himself  or  the 
consequence  of  his  aggression. 

With  respect  to  the  suggestion  that  theV  ought  to  have  produced  before  the 
court-martial  evidence  rebutting  Captain  Hunter's  statements,  her  Majesty's 
government  observe  that  it  is  obvious  that  they  could  not,  with  any  regard  to 
the  Queen's  dignity  or  to  international  usage,  have  taken  part  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  comt-martial  holden  by  the  United  States  government  upon  the  conduct 
of  its  own  officer. 

But  the  second  position  upon  which  your  note  rests  the  reftisal  to  indemnify 
the  victims  of  this  outrage  involves  considerations  which  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  of  the  most  serious  and  important  character.  That 
position  appears  indeed  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  partly  and  osten- 
sibly one  of  fact,  but  to  be  principaliy  and  in  truth  one  of  law.  It  is  maintained 
in  your  note  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  entitled  to  treat  the 
Blanche  either  as  a  United  States  ^hip  or  as  a  confederate  vessel,  never  validly 
transferred  to  any  British  owner.  The  words  are :  "  The  General  Rusk  was 
notoriously  an  American  vessel,  and  it  iB  not  satisfactorily  shown  in  the  case  that 
the  title  in  her  has  ever  been  i^  good  faith  and  lawfully  vested  in  any  subject 
of  Great  Britain ;"  and  further  on  it  is  stated,  "  that  the  judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida  has  recently  decided  in  two  cases 
very  similar  in  their  circumstances,  naiftely,  that  of  the  Emma  and  her  cargo, 
and  that  of  the  Florida,  that  such  a  transfer,  though  apparently  regular,  is,  in 
point  of  fact,  collusive,  and  therefore  a  ^ud  upon  the  belligerent  right  of  this 
government  under  the  law  of  nations." 

Her  Majesty's  government  find  it  difficult  to  suppose  that  the  judgments  in 
the  cases  mentioned  can  affect  the  demand  made  by  them  for  compensation  to 
the  owners  of  the  Blanche  and  her  cargo.  In  those  cases  the  question  of  title 
was,  her  Majesty's  government  presume,  raised  before  prizfe  courts,  competent  to 
adjudicate  thereon  according  to  the  rules  of  prize  law  applicable  to  the  case  of 
ships  captured  on  the  high  seas,  and  claimed  a^nst  the  captors  on  the  ground 
of  transfers  from  belligerents  to  neutrals.  Such  transfers  during  war  are  not 
generally  unlawful,  though  prize  courts  are  entitled  to  require  strict  evidence  of 
their  bonajlde^  in  all  respects.  But  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  look  upon 
the  present  case  of  the  Blanche  as  one  of  lawful  capture  or  destruction,  nor  as 
one  in  which  the  United  States  government  is  entitled  to  throw  upon  the  re^- 
tered  British  owners  the  burden  of  establishing,  by  any  evidence  beyond  and  in 
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additioii  to  the  documents  which  have  been  prodnced,  the  validity  of  his  title. 
Her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  no  American  prize  court  has  any  juris- 
diction in  this  case,  and  that  even  if  the  Blanche  were  the  property  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Spanish  government, 
.  in  the  due  observance  of  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  to  protect  her  owners  from 
the  loss  consequent  upon  the  unlawful  attack  upon  her  within  Spanish  waters, 
and  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  no  answer  to  the 
demand  of  the  Spanish  government  for  redress  to  say  that,  if  she  had  been 
captured  beyond  those  waters,  she  might  have  been  condemned  as  good  prize. 

in  point  of  fact,  however,  the  attack  was  made  upon  the  Blanche  while  she 
was  sailing  under  the  British  flag  and  with  a  lawful  British  register,  and  the 
title  of  her  British  owners  is,  and  according  to  law  ought  to  be,  recognized  of  her 
Majesty's  government  as  valid.  Her  Majesty's  government  observe,  moreover, 
'  that  no  evidence  whatever  has  been  produced  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
government  to  throw  the  slightest  doubt  upon  the  title,  and  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment consider  that  it  is  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  displace, 
if  it  can,  by  sufficient  evidence,  the  title  of  the  registered  owner,  which  is  valid 
according  to  English  law,  and  which,  till  displaced,  gives  that  owner  a  right  to 
British  protection,  the  attack  upon  the  ship  having  been  confessedly  unlawful, 
to  whomsoever  she  mieht  belong.  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  therefore, 
admit  that  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  trace  the  earlier  history  of  the  title  to 
this  ship,  or  to  produce  the  sentence  of  any  confederate  prize  court  by  which 
she  was  condemned,  though  there  probably  might  be  no  difficulty  in  doing  so, 
if  the  General  Rusk  was  in  fact  a  federal  vessel  captured  by  the  so-styled 
confederates. 

It  is  true  that  no  such  **  sentence  or  judgment  has  been  thus  far  shown  to  have 
been  passed,  and  no  such  court  has  been  shown  to  exist;'*  but  neither  has  it 
been  shown  that  this  vessel  ever  belonged  to  any  citizen  of  the  States  adhering 
to  the  United  States  government,  or  to  any  other  person  than  Mr.  W.  L.  Smith, 
of  GkJveston,  by  whom  she  was  transferred  on  the  31st  of  July,  1862,  by 
regular  bills  of  sale,  to  Mr.  Wigg,  her  British  owner.  "  Notoriety,"  whatever 
meaning  that  word  may  be  held  to  convey,  cannot  be  accepted  by  her  Majesty's 
government  in  lieu  of  proof,  and  her  Majesty's  government  maintain  that  it  is 
not  Sot  them,  but  for  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  lay  the  ground, 
by  proof  of  the  necessary  matters  of  fact,  for  the  discussion  in  this  case  of  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  a  sentence  of  condemnation  by  a  confederate  prize 
court,  if  it  be  really  intended  to  raise  that  question. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  however,  but  remember  that  while  it  is 
observed  in  your  note  that  no  such  facis  at  present  appear  in  this  case,  and  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  decide  the  question,  which  it  is  erroneously  said  that  her 
Majesty's  government  have  indicated  as  arising  in  it,  yet  it  is  plainly  enough 
intimated  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  prepared,  if  necessary, 
to  maintam  the  position  that  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  deny  the  compe- 
tency of  all  confederate  prize  courts,  and  the  validity  of  all  their  sentences  in 
all  questions  as  to  title  to  ships  arising  between  the  United  States  and  any. 
neutral  government. 

Stripped  of  all  ambiguous  and  superfluous  language,  the  position  thus  as- 
sumed appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  truly  and  simply  this,  namely; 
That  the  United  States  government  having  demanded  and  obtained  for  itself 
£and  incident  only  to  a  belligerent,  and  having  exercised  these  rights  to  the 
rem  all  neutral  states  the  peculiar  rights  accruing  only  during  a  state  of  war, 
great  annoyance  and  distress  of  neutral  commerce,  now  declares  that  it  will  not 
aischarge*the  corresponding  duties  of  a  belligereDt;  now  denies  that  its  enemy 
has  any  right  to  establish  a  prize  court,  and  announces  its  determination  not  to 
respect  any  title  to  property  condemned  by  such  court,  though  such  a  title  be 
one  which  is  universally  recognized  by  civilized    states,  and  though  neutral 
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states  have  a  right  to  insist  tliat  such  a  court  shall  be  established  in  the  terriloij 
de  facto  occupied  by  the  so-styled  Confederate  States.  Upon  these  principles 
it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government,  manifest  that  the  maintenance 
of  a  blockade,  the  search,  visit,  detention,  and  condemnation  of  neutral  ships, 
put  in  practice  by  the  United  States,  instead  of  being  lawful  acts,  would  be  so 
many  acts  of  unjustifiable  violence,  insult,  and  wrong. 

In  the  event  of  such  a  position  being  seriouply  maintained  by  the  United 
States  government,  her  Majesty's  government  will  feel  bound  to  address  to  that 
government  a  further  and  fidler  remonstrance  on  the  subject.  They  have,  in  the 
mean  time,  instructed  me  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  arguments  and  considera- 
tions set  forth  in  the  present  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^r.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr  Seward, 

Washington,  Octoher  30,  18G:>. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  again  considered  the  correspondence 
on  the  subject  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  United  States  authorities  upon 
the  trade  carried  on  between  New  York  and  the  Bahama  islands,  and  they  have 
given  their  special  attention  to  the  note  which  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Stuart  by 
the  acting  Secretary  of  State  on  the  26th  of  August  last,  in  answer  to  the  re- 
monstrance made  by  me  in  execution  of  the  orders  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
in  my  note  to  you  of  the  3d  of  the  same  month.* 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  willing  to  hope  that  so  far  as  the  particular 
question  of  cancelling  the  bonds  is  concerned,  that  special  grievance  may  be 
considered  to  be  now  redressed.  But  her  Majesty's  government  retain  their 
foi;mer  opinion  with  respect  to  the  original  unlawfulness  of  requirinp^  such  bonds 
to  be  entered  into  by  British  merchants,  and  to  the  inconsistency  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding with  the  treaty  obligations  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and^the 
United  States ;  and  further,  they  continue  to  think  that  the  real  object  and  ten- 
dency of  this  measure  is  to  innovate  upon  the  established  principles  of  interna- 
tional law,  and  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  an  inadequate  blockade  by  domestic 
legislation  extended  beyond  the  due  limits,  to  the  injury  of  the  rights  of  neu- 
trals under  commercial  treaties.  Notwithstanding  the  disclaimers  of  the  United 
States  government  as  to  this  latter  point,  her  Majesty's  government  find  it  im- 
possible, after  reading  the  several  reports  of  the  collector  at  New  York  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  note  which  you  yourself  did  Mr. 
Stuart  the  honor  to  address  to  him  on  the  18th  of  August,  1862,t  to  doubt  the 
direct  connexion  between  this  measure  and  the  blockade. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  unable  to  accept  the  laet  replies  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  as  sufficient  and  satisfactory,  because  those  replies 
express  the  determination  of  the  government  still  to  insist  on  exacting  bonds, 
by  which  the  carriers  of  goods  on  shipboard,  for  bona  fide  delivery  to  consignees 
at  Nassau,  are  made  responsible  for  any  subsequent  acts  of  those  consignees  with 
regard  to  such  goods.  Her  Majesty's  government  still  conceive  the  exaction  of 
such  bonds  to  be  a  denial  to  British  subjects  concerned  in  the  trade  with  the 
Bahamas  of  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  treaty,  and  they  cannot  consider  that 

*  38th  Congress,  Ist  session,  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1,  p.  682. 
t3rUi  Congress,  3d  session,  House  Ex.  Doc.  No,  1,  p.  *-J74. 
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It  is  anj  justification  to  say  that  if  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  to  en* 
gage  in  the  same  trade^similar  bonds  would  be  exacted  from  them  also.  Her 
Majesty's  government  have  deeqaed  it  to  be  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  arguments 
or  enter  again  into  the  reasons  for  the  opinion  entertained  on  this  subject  by  her 
Majesty's  government,  which  have  already  been  fully  made  known  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States ;  but  her  Majesty's  government  have  instructed 
me  to  state  to  you  that  they  consider  that  those  arguments  have  not  been 
refuted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  October  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  case 
of  the  British  steamer  victor,  which  was  captured  by  the  United  States  cruiser 
Juniata,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  in  the  month  of  May  last.  Her 
Majesty's  government  have  given  particular  attention  to  the  note  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  18th  July,*  and  to  the  copy  whioh  was  an- 
nexed to  it  of  a  note  addressed  by  you  to  my  Spanish  colleague  on  the  10th  of 
the  same  month;  and  her  Majesty's  government  regard  the  promises  made  in 
those  notes  as  fair  and  just,  and  do  not  doubt  that  they  will  be  faithfully  per- 
formed. 

It  is,  however,  my  duty  to  state  US  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  look 
upon  the  case  of  the  Victor  as  one  of  a  most  serious  character. 

The  information  which  has  reached  her  Majesty's  government  would  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Juniata  lay  in  wait  for  the  Victor  in  a  neutral  harbor, 
and  followed  her  thence  with  the  intention  of  capturing  her.  It  has,  moreover, 
been  represented  to  her  Majestv's  government  that  the  Victor  was  even  captured 
within  neutral  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  crew  were  treated  not  only  as  prisoners 
of  war,  which  was  unjustifiable,  but  even  as  felons,  which  was  still  more  unwar- 
rantable. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  instructed  me  to  insist  that  the 
wrongs  complained  of  shall  be  speedily  investigated,  and  that  if  the  truth  of  the 
complaints  shall  be  established,  prompt  redress  shall  be  given.  And  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  have  directed  me  to  declare,  in  the  most  distinct  and  positive 
manner,  that  subjects  of  the  Queen  are  not,  because  they  happen  to  be  the  crew 
of  a  vessel  captured  on  suspicion  of  breaking  a  blockade,  to  be  treated  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  that  still  less  are  they  to  be  subjected  to  a  confinement  which 
injures  their  health,  or  to  indignities  which  degrade  their  character. 

The  notes  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  write  to  me  on  the  1st  of  August 
last,  and  on  the  9th  instant,!  were  not  before  henMajesty's  government  when 
they  issued  the  instructions ;  in  pursuance  of  which  I  have  done  myself  the 
honor  to  submit  to  you  the  preceding  observations.  These  additional  notes  and 
papers  accompanying  them  will,  without  doubt,  be  carefully  considered  by  her 
Majesty's  government.  I  deem  it  right,  however,  to  lose  no  time*  in  reminding 
you  of  the  complaint  made  by  the  master,  mate,  and  engineer  of  the  Victor,  that 
they  were  cruelly  treated  in  Fort  Taylor,  at  Key  West,  as  I  do  not  find  any 
information  on  this  very  serious  part  of  the  case  in  your  two  last  notes  or  their 
enclosures. 

*  38th  Congress,  1st  session,  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1,  p.  670.    The  accompanimenta  to  this 
note  appear  in  this  correspondence  under  their  dates  or  July  10th  and  16th,  1863. 
1 38th  Congress,  Ist  session,  House  Ex.  Doc  — ,  p.  689. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideratioB,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sft. 


,  Lord  Lyons  io  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  November  2,  1863, 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  to  be  mj  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  representations  which  have  been  made  to  me  that  the  British 
ship  Sir  William  Peel  was  captured  on  the  11th  of  September  last,  while  at 
anchor  in  Mexican  waters  near  Matamoras,  by  the  United  States  gunboat 
Seminole. 

In  order  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the  information  which  has  reached  me 
on  the  subject,  I  have  the  nonor^to  transmit  the  following  documents  to  you : 

1.  Copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans,  dated 
September  30,  1863. 

2.  Protest  of  the  master,  first  officer,  and  second  steward  of  the  Sir  William 
Peel,  dated  September  29,  1863. 

3.  Chart  stated  to  show  the  position  of  the  Seminole  at  the  time  she  was  cap- 
tured. 

4.  Copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Mirrieles  to  the  acting  consul,  dated  September 
30,  1863. 

5.  Extract  from  a  report  from  Gommacnder  Martin,  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
Buzzard,  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  dated  October  2,  1863. 

I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  protest  and  the  chart  back  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4r.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  CoppeU  to  Mr,  8tuaH. 

British  Consulate, 
New  Orleans,  September  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  protest  made  before  me  by  th® 
master  and  two  of  the  crew  of  the  British  steamship  Sir  William  Peel  against 
seizure,  &c.,  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Seminole. 

From  the  protest  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Sir  William  Peel  at  the  time  of  cap- 
ture was  at  anchor  in  Mexican  waters,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  taking 
in  cargo  of  cotton  from  Matamoras,  and  seized  on  suspicion  of  having  an  un- 
usually large  crew,  and  of  having  11-inch  guns  on  board. 

With  regard  to  the  crew,  it  consists  of  between  forty  and  fifty  officers  and 
men — a  proper  complement  for  a  steamship  the  size  of  the  Sir  William  Ped. 
As  to  the  guns,  the  master  of  the  steamship  informs  me,  and  it  is  stated  in  the 
protest,  that  he  offered  to  take  out  the  cotton,  then  on  board,  in  order  to  convince 
the  commander  of  the  Seminole  of  his  mistake,  but  to  no  purpose,  the  vessel 
being  kept  possession  of  without  search  having  been  made. 

As  to  any  other  probable  causes  that  would  tend  to  the  capture  of  the  steam- 
ship Sir  William  Peel,  I  beg  to  state  that,  from  information  derived  from  the 
master,  I  learn  that  the  cargo  taken  into  Matamoras  was  shipped  by  Messrs. 
A,  &  T.  Henry  &;  Co.,  of  Manchester;  that  there  was  not  shipped  a  package 
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that  could  be  coneidered  contraband,  legal  opinion  haying  been  taken  previous 
to  it0  shipment  on  the  Peel  at  Liverpool,  and  the  master  has  hamded  me  receipts 
for  the  cargo,  being  delivered  at  Matamoras.  The  cotton  that  was  on  board  at 
the  time  of  seizure  had  been  shipped  from  Matamoras  by  Messrs.  Millefio  &  Go., 
merchants  of  that  place,  and  they  had  taken  the  precaution  to  have  certificates 
from  the  United  States  consul  ^ere  to  the  effect  that  the  cotton  was  shipped 
from  Matamoras. 

Some  time  before  the  Sir  William  Peel  was  seized  hj  the  Seminole,  the 
master  having  been  informed  by  parties  on  shore  that  the  commander  of  the 
United .  States  gunboat  Princesd  Itoyal  was  making  inquiry  about  his  vessel, 
and  intended. tiJdng  the  bearings  of  the  Sir  William  Peal  to  ascertain  if  she 
was  in  Texas  waters,  and  as  his  vessel  was  then  in  shallow  water  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  move  the  Peel  into  deeper,  and  consequently  further  into  Mexican 
waters.  The  position  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  seizure  is  shown  by  the  diart 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith. 

By  the  first  opportunity  it  is  my  intention  to  write  to  her  Miyesty's  vice-con- 
sul at  Matamoras  for  the  ship's*  papers,  and  to  request  him  to  obtain  from  the 
Mexican  authorities  documents  in  corroboration  oi  the  statem^it  of  the  master 
of  the  Sir  William  Peel. 

The  acting  Mexican  consul  here  communicates  with  tht  minister  in  Wash- 
ington on  thu)  subject,  and  also  of  the  seizure  of  another  vessel,  The  Flying 
Scud,  which  was  taken  under  circumstances  of  a  similar  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  original  letter  written  at  my  request 
by  Mr.  Mirrieles,  which  eives  the  purport  of  a  conversation  between  him  and 
Captain  Woolsey,  of  the  United  States  navy,  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of 
this  vessel. 

Commander  Martin,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Buzzard,  now  in  this  port,  will 
inform  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne  of  the  particulars  of  the  seizure  as  he  learned 
them  at  Matamoras  and  from  the  master  here,  and  I  transmit  another  copy  of  the 
protest  in  order  that  it  may  reach  Sir  A.  Milne,  with  such  remarks  as  you  deem 
proper. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

GEORGE  COPPELL,  Acting  Consul. 

Hon.  Mr.  Stuart,  4^4  4^.,  4^. 


Extract  of  a  letter^  dated  October  2,  1863,  /rom  Commander  Martin,  her  Majesty' $  ship  Bui* 
zard,  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  MUne^  K.  C,  B, 

"  At  Matamoras  Captain  Hunt  informed  me  that  the  Sir  William  Peel,  English 
steamship,  had  been  seized  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Seminole  and  sent  to 
this  port  as  a  prize.  At  the  time  of  her  capture  she  was  in  Mexican  waters ; 
hbr  papers  in  possession  of  the  English  consul  at  that  port,  and  she  was  taking 
in  cotton,  having  904  bales  already  on  board,  expecting  to  take  in  300.  No 
preliminary  investigation  was  made  by  the  United  States  officer. 

"  On  my  arrival  here  I  found  the  vessel  already  in  the  prize  court ;  her  master 
eives  me  ner  position  when  captured,  as  in  the  enclosed  chart. 

"  Her  Majesty's  consul  is  forwarding  through  the  embassy  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
test of  the  master  of  the  vessel. 

"  I  called  on  Commodore  Bell,  the  senior  officer  of  the  United  States  navy  at 
this  place,  on  my  arrival,  and  told  him  I  was  surprised  that  the  Sir  William 
Peel  nad  been  placed  in  a  prize  court.  His  answer  was  to  the  effect  that  his 
government  had  particular  information  about  this  vessel,  which  he  supposed  I 
was  unaware  -of.  I  told  him  no  preliminary  investigation  had  been  made  by 
her  captor.  He  said  in  such  a  position  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  proper 
examination." 
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Mr.  MirriUu  to  Mt.  Coppell, 


New  Orleans,  September  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  At  your  request  I  subjoin  the  substance  of  a  conversation  which  passed 
between  Captain  Woolsey,  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Princess  Royal,  and 
myself,  on  Saturday  erening,  the  26th  instant,  in  the  St.  Charles  Hotel,  in  this 
city. 

The  capture  of  the  British  steamship  Sir  William  Peel  having  been  intro- 
duced, Captain  Woolsey  said  that  he  regretted  it  very  much,  as  he  was  satisfied 
that  when  captured  by  the  Seminole  there  existed  no  just  cause  for  such  a 
proceeding,  and  that  the  United  States  had  no  plea  for  detaining  the  vessel, 
and  would  have  to  pay  heavy  damages  ;  that  the  captain  of  the  Seminole  would 
or  ought  to  be  cashiered,  as  he  bad  behaved  in  a  most  violent  and  unjustifiable 
manner,  inasmuch  as  he  knew  that  he  (Captain  Woolsey)  had  previously  over- 
hauled the  Peel  and  found  her  all  right 

It  was  further  stated  by  Captain  Woolsey  that  subsequent  to  the  time  that 
he  had  overhauled  the  steamer  she  had  removed  her  position  a  mile  or  more 
further  into  Mexican  waters,  where  she  lay  when  captured. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

JOHN  D.  MIRJ^ILEES. 

J.  CopPELL,  Esq. 


British  Consulate, 
Neic  Orleans,  September  30,  1863. 

The  above  statemept,  his   voluntary  act,  was  signed  by  the  above-named 
John  D.  Mirrilees,  a  person  to  me  known,  and  worthy  of  credit,  in  my 
[l.S.1  presence.  J.  COPPELL, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Acting  Consul. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Norember  4,  1863. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  British  steamer  Victor,  captured  by  the 
United  States  cruiser  Juniata,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  and  to  inform  you 
that  a  copy  of  it  wili  be  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with  a  view  to 
an  investigation  being  made  into  the  complaint  of  the  master,  mate,  and 
engineer  of  the  Victor,  of  cruel  treatment  in  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West.  In  the 
mean  time  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  the  accompanying 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  September  last,  from  the  acting  attorney  genend 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  letter  from  the  United  States  district  attorney 
at  Key  West,  to  which  it  relates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 


r 
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Mr.  Coffey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Attorney  General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  22,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  J. 
Boynton,  esquire,   United   States   district  attorney   at    Key   West,   Florida, 
received  at  this  office  in  response  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  addressed  to  him  by  me, 
«t  your  request,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  prize  steamer  Victor. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  COFFEY, 
Acting  Attorney  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Boynton  to  Mr.  Bates. 

United  States  District  Attorney's  Office, 

Key  West,  August  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettei^  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  concerning  the  case  of  the  prize  steamer  Victor,  and  to  reply : 

First.  The  case  of  the  Victor  has  been  heard  in  this  court.  The  decree  was 
in  favor  of  the  claimant,  restoring  the  vessel.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  did  so. 

Secondly.  The  vessel  was  captured  a  short  time  after  leaving  the  port  of 
Havana.  The  witnesses  speak  of  the  capture  as  having  taken  place  about  six 
miles  from  the  Moro  Castle.  The  master,  in  his  claim,  alleges  that  the  capture 
was  made  within  three  miles  of  a  point  of  land  to  the  westward  of  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor,  which  the  captors  stoutly  deny. 

Thirdly.  One  of  the  witnesses,  the  cabin-boy  of  the  Victor,  who  was  a 
deserter  from  the  capturing  vessel,  swears  that  he  was  told  by  the  shipping 
master,  in  the  presence  of  the  master  of  the  Victor,  that  the  Victor  was  a 
blockade  runner,  and  that  she  was  going  to  run  the  blockade,  as  he  understood, 
on  the  voyage  for  which  he  had  been  shipped. 

The  freight  agreed  to  be  paid  for  carrying  the  cargo  to  Matamoras  was  about 
one-half  the  invoice  ^ealue  of  the  goods.  The  wages  paid  the  engineers  and 
crew  of  the  Victor  was  at  least  double  the  usual  wages  for  similar  services. 

Notwithstanding  these  extraordinary  expenses,  and  the  usual  long  delay  in 
discharging  cargoes  outside  of  Matamoras  bar,  (the  vessel  could  not  pass  the 
bar,)  there  was  no  charter-party  and  no  provision  or  agreement  for  lay  days  or 
demurrage  at  Matamoras. 

A  motion  for  leave  to  invoke  the  master's  deposition  in  another  case,  where, 
as  in  the  pn^sent  case,  the  master,  Pearce,  claimed  to  be  the  owner  as  well  as 
the  master  of  the  vessel,  and  in  which  the  shippers  of  the  cargo  were  the  same 
parties  who  sliipped  the  greater  portion  of  the  Victor's  cargo,  and  where  tlie- 
master  him:?elf  swore  that  he  was  captured  in  the  vicinity  of  Cedar  Keys  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  was  bound  to  Bay  Port,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  was  refused 
by  the  court.  It  is  almost  impossible,  in  such  a  communication  as  this,  to  state 
clearly  all  the  minute  circumstances  of  a  prize  cause  which  may  point  either 
towards  condemnation  or  restitution. 

Fourth.  It  seems  to  me  the  Victor  must  be  condemned  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  J.  BOYNTON, 

United  States  Attorney. 

Hon.  Edward  Bates, 

At:0mcy  General,  WasJtington. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Loyn*. 

Dbpartment  op  State, 

Wathingion,  November  13,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  commnnication  of  the  2d  instant,  relatiye 
to  the  capture  of  the  British  steamship  Sir  William  Peel,  neur  Matamoras,  hy 
the  United  States  gunboat  Sei^nole,  in  the  month  of  September  last,  and  to  my 
reply,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter,  of  the  lOtih 
instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  protest  and  the  chart  which  accompanied  your  note  are  herewith  returned 
to  you. 

I  have  the  (lonor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  WelU$  to  Mr,  Seward 

Navy  Departmrnt, 
Washington,  November  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th 
instant,  transmitting  a  note  of  the  2d  instant  and  its  accompaniments  from  Ixnxl 
Lyons,  relative  to  uie  case  of  the  steamer  Sir  William  Peel,  which  vessel  was 
captured  on  the  11th  of  September  last  by  the  United  States  steamer  Seminole, 
and  requesting  any  information  possessed  by  this  department  on  the  subject 
.  Commander  H.  Rolando,  who  seized  the  Sir  William  Peel,  cives  the  following 
reasons  for  his  action :  She  had  cotton  on  board  which  he  believed  to  be  the 
property  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  was  being  shipped  by  confederate  agents 
to  England  or  other  points.  He  felt  assurd  the  vessel  herself  is  the  property  of 
the  confederates.  At  the  time  of  her  seizure  she  laid  in  American  waters,  and 
from  thence  had  discharged  a  cargo  of  contraband  articles,  of  which  fact  there 
were  sufficient  witnesses.  He  also  believed  she  had  on  board  guns  and  muni- 
tions of  war  intended  to  be  used  to  convert  her  into  a  privateer.  He  found  on 
board  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  axles  for  field  artillery,  several  casks  of 
iron  rings  for  artillery  harness,  and  on  deck  were  two  guns  below  and  under 
her  cotton. 

The  vessel  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  prize  court  at  New  Orleans. 

The  papers  enclosed  with  your  letter  are  herewith  returned  as  requested. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — T  have  extracted  from  the  protest  of  the  master  and  other  officers  of 
the  Sir  William  Peel  that  part  containing  serious  charges  against  the  conduct  of 
Commander  Rolando  and  others,  of  the  Seminole,  to  forward  to  them  for  explana- 
tion ;  also  the  copy  of  a  paper  which  professes  to  give  the  substance  of  a  con- 
versation between  Commander  Woolsey,  of  the  navy,  and  the  master  of  the  Sir 
William  Peel,  relative  to  the  capture  of  that  vessel,  which  will  be  transmitted 
to  Commander  Woolsey  to  confiim  or  refdtel 


DIPLOMATIC   CORBESPONDENCB.  401 

Lord  Lyont  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  'November  18,  18G3. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranBmit  to  jou  an  extract  from  a  despatch  from  the 
British  acting  consul  at  New  Orleans,  stating  that  a  British  vessel,  the  H.  G. 
Berry,  which  had  cleared  from  that  place  for  Matamoras,  was  detained  at  Fort 
Jackson  bj  the  United  States  forces. 

The  detention  appears  to  have  been  caosed  bj  a  general  order  from  the  mili- 
tary authority  prohibiting  the  departure  of  vessels  for  Matamoras.  I  shall  be 
very  much  obliged  by  any  information  which  you  may  be  so  good  as  to  give  me 
on  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^.,  8fc. 


Eztraet  of  m  despatch  from  C}i9'%  pel  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  New  Orleans,  October  20, 

1863. 

♦  ♦  *  *^*  «  ♦  *  * 

On  the  19th  instant  the  British  brig  H.  G.  Berry  cleared  in  ballast  at  this 
port  for  Matamoras ;  on  the  21st  I  received  a  telegram  firom  the  master,  stating 
that  the  Berry  was  detained  at  Fort  Jackson  by  the  United  States  forces  there 
and  not  aUowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  Failing  in  my  endeavors  to  see 
Greneral  Banks  on  that  day,  I  addressed  him  a  note,  enclosing  the  telegram  I 
had  received  from  the  master,  asking  him  to  give  orders  to  release  the  vessel  if, 
after  examination,  there  was  found  no  cause  for  her  detention.  In  reply  I  was 
informed  that  the  matter  will  at  once  be  inquired  into  and  acted  upon.  Not  re- 
<;eiving  any  further  information,  on  the  24th  I  called  at  the  headquarters  of 
Geneiul  Banks,  and,  in  the  general's  absence,  the  assistant  adjutant  general 
told  me  that  the  vessel  was  detained  as  a  ''military  necessity,"  and  that  the 
reasons  for  it  would  be  communicated  to  me  in  a  few  days. 

As  General  Banks  has  left  the  city  without  furnishing  me  with  the  promised 
informaBon,  to-day  I  saw  General  Stone,  chief  of  staff,  and  aaked  him  if  he 
could  give  me  the  reasons  for  the  stoppage  of  the  trade,  at  the  same  time  inform- 
ing him  that  there  are  British  vessels  (the  Lizzie  and  the  Planet)  loaded  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  Matamoras.  He  could  give  me  no  information  on  the  sub- 
ject beyond  that  General  Banks  had  given  orders  that  no  vessels  were  to  leave 
this  port  for  Matamoras  at  the  present  time,  or  until  further  orders  from  him. 


Lard  Lyoru  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  Decemher  12,  1863. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  the  administrator  of  the 
government  of  Nova  Scotia,  stating  that  the  Chesapeake  has  not  put  into  any 
port  in  that  colony.  My  impression  was  that  the  telegram  you  showed  me  be- 
fore dinner  yesterday  came  from  your  vice-consul  at  Halifax,  and  that  he  stated 
that  the  crown  lawyers  there  were  considering  the  case. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^x?.,  ifc, 
26  c  * 
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Mr.  8e%oard  to  Lord  Lyont. 

Saturday  Evening,  Decemher  12,  1863. 

My  dear  Lord  Lyons:  Tour  impreBsion  in  regard  to  the  telegram  was 
correct.  Will  you  have  th©  kindness  to  repeat  your  despatch  to  the  governor 
of  New  Brunswick,  as  the  Chesapeake  may  have  put  into  one  of  Uie  ports  of 
that  province? 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^^  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyont, 


Department  of  State, 

Wathingtont  December  16,  1863. 
My  Lord:  This  department  is  in  possession  of  authentic  information  that 
among  the  persons  who  recently  committed  piracy  and  murder  on  board  the 
Unit^  States  steamer  Chesapeake  were  two  named  Braine  and  Parr,  respectively, 
and  that  they  have  taken  refti^e  in  the  British  province  of  New  Brunswick  or 
Nova  Scotia.  As  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  detained  there  until  the 
formal  affidavits  can  be  forwarded  with  a  view  to  their  extradition  for  trial  in  this 
country,  I  will  thank  you  to  request  her  Majesty's  authorities  to  do  anything 
which  can  be  legally  done  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  16,  1863. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  telegram  which  I  have  despatched 
to  the  administrator  of  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  consequence  of  the 
note  which  I  received  from  you  this  momiug  respecting  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  the  conversation  which  I  had  with  you  on  the  subject  afterwards. 

I  have  despatched  an  identic  telegram  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Lord  L^am  to  Lieutenant  Oovemor  Gordon  {and  Major  Oeneral  Doffle.) 

[Telegraphic] 

Washington,  December  16,  1863. 

The  United  States  government  informs  me  o£Scially  that  it  has  authentic 
intelligence  that  Braine  and  Parr,  two  men  charged  with  having  committed 
piracy  and  murder  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Chesapeake,  have 
taken  refuge  in  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brunswick;  and  it  requests  the  British 
authorities  to  do  anything  which  can  be  legally  done  to  detain  tbe  tw«  m^i 
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until  formal  aflSdavits  can  be  forwarded  with  a  view  to  their  extradition  for 
trial.  The  Secretarj  of  State  suggests  that  if  it  be  alleged  that  the  men  were 
belligerents,  and  that  their  acts  were  acts  of  lawful  waHkre,  the  proper  time 
for  examining  this  plea  will  be  when  the  propriety  of  complying  with  an  actual 
demand  for  extradition  shall  be  nnd^  consiaeration.  I  have  answered  that  it 
is  certain  that  your  excellency  will  act  in  exact  conformity  with  the  require- 
ments of  municipal  law  and  inteniational  law  and  comity. 

LYONS. 


hard  Lyom  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Patrick  Ham- 
ilton, a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren,  who  represents  that  he  is  a  British  subject ;  that 
he  shipped  at  Havana  a  seaman  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for  Matamoras,  which 
was  captured,  and  that  he  has  since  been  detained  as  a  prisoner.  This  letter 
was  received  during  my  absence  by  Mr.  Stuart,  who  directied  hei*  Majesty's 
consul  at  Boston  to  visit  the  prisoner  at  Fort  Warren,  and  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  his  statement.  1  enclose  a  copy  of  the  consul's  report,  and  I  trust  that 
you  will  deem  it  right  to  move  the  proper  authorities  to  direct  that  Hamilton 
be  released  from  prison.  He  appears  to  have  been  already  in  confinement  for 
more  than  six  months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon«  WiLUAM  H.  Sewabd,  ^.,  ^v,  Sfc. 


Patrick  Hamilton  to  Lord  Lyom, 

Fort  Warrbn,  September  30,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  taken  this  opportunity  of  writing  you  these  few  lines^  to 
state  my  case  to  you.  1  shipped  in  Havatia  to  go  to  Matamoras,  and  the  fourth 
day  the  vessel  was  captured,  and  I  was  sent  to  New  York,  and  then  to  Fort 
Warren,  where  I  have  been  a  prisoner  four  months  without  any  trial,  and  I 
do  not  know  what  it  is  for.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  war  since  it  began. 
I  have  written  to  the  consul  in  Boston,  and  had  no  answer  firom  him.  I  am  a 
British  subject,  and,  most  kind,  thank  you  to  see  after  my  case.  I  am  a  stranger 
here,  and  do  not  know  anybody  to  write  to  do  anything  for  me,  for  I  should 
like  to  get  out  to  go  home.  I  was  bom  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  I  am  a  seaman. 
The  captain  of  the  vessel  was  let  go  in  New  York,  and  wrote  all  the  crew  was 
let  go ;  I  was  on  board  the  boat.  I  should  like  to  have  advice  to  know  what 
I  am  here  for.  Please  to  answer.  I  was  a  seaman  on  the  boat. 
I  am,  wo.| 

PATRICK  HAMILTON. 
Now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren,  a  British  subject. 


Mr,  Louiada  to  Lord  Lymn 

Hrr  Majbstt'0  Oonsulatb, 

Bo^'yn,  December  10,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  took  advantage  yesterday  of  my  v  isit  to  Fort  Warren  to  see 
Patrick  Han:dlton,  subject  of  your  lordship's  despatch  of  the  23d  November. 
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I  found  that  he  was  ignoirant  of  any  Bpecial  cause  of  detention,  and  to  my 
interrogatories  as  to  his  birthplace,  place  of  residence,  &c.,  his  answers  were 
satisfactory,  and,  by  a  curious  coincidence,  my  secretary  had  been  resident  in 
the  identical  place,  and  elicited  from  Hamilton,  not  only  details  of  the  streets 
and  localities,  but  of  the  persons,  factories,  &c,  leaving  no  shadow  of  doubt  as 
to  his  being  an  Irishman,  and  the  person  he  represents  himself  to  be.  He 
wished  to  have  an  oath  administered  to  him  that  he  had  never  done  anything 
to  impair  his  nationality,  and  I  accordingly  administered  the  usual  oath  to  him. 
Unless  there  are  circumstances  of  which  I  am  not  in  possession,  making  his 
further  detention  necessary  to  the  United  States 'authorities,  I  should  beg  to 
recommend  his  claim  for  protection  to  your  lordship's  favorable  notice. 
I  am,  &;c.,  &c^ 

F.  LOUSADA, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 

Lord  Lyons. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Lord  hyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  17,  186J. 
My  dear  Lord  Lyons  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  and  thank 
you  for  the  farther  proof  of  courtesy  and  attention  shown  in  the  telegram  to 
the  executives  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  a  copy  of  which  you  have 
sent  me. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc,,  ^n^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  18,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  The  Chesapeake  is  a  regularly  licensed  American  steamer,  plying 
the  coasting  trade,  carrying  passengers  and  freight  between  the  city  of  New 
York  and  Portland,  in  the  state  of  Maine.  On  the  5th  of  December  last, 
under  the  care  of  her  captain  (Willett,)  with  a  crew  in  all  consisting  of  seven- 
teen persons,  old  and  young,  inale  and  female,  she  took  on  board  at  New  York 
sixteen  unsuspected  passengers,  all  of  whom  paid  their  fares,  and  she  set  out 
at  half  past  3  in  the  afternoon  on  her  voyage  to  Portland.  On  Monday  the  7th 
instant,  at  half  past  1  in  the  morning,  the  steamer  then  being  off  Gape  God,  on 
the  high  seas^  these  passengers  surprised  the  watch,  murdered  the  second  engi- 
neer, maimed  and  disabled  the  first  mate,  and  seized  the  captain  and  crew,  and 
confined  the  captain  with  irons.  The  piratical  passengers  then  took  control  of 
the  steamer.  Arriving  at  Partridge  island,  in  St.  John  harbor,  in  the  waters 
of  New  Brunswick,  the  pirates  delivered  the  captain  and  crew  on  board  of  a 
pilot-boat,  which  seemed  to  be  attending  by  concert,  and  they  were  subsequently 
put  on  shore  at  St.  John,  in  that  province.  Information  of  these  crimes  having 
reached  this  government,  several  snips-of-war  were  sent  out  to  capture  the  pirates 
and  recover  the  Ghesapeake.  Advice  being  received  that  the  former  were  likely 
to  seek  refuge  either  in  New  Brunswick  or  Nova  Scotia,  the  United  Stat^ 
consuls  were  directed  to  apply  to  her  Majesty's  authorities  for  their  arrest  and 
detention,  until  a  requisition  could  be  made  for  their  delivery  under  the  existing 


DIPLOMATIC   COREESRONDENCE.  405 

treaty  between  the  two  governments,  as  fagitives  from  justice.  Tour  lordship 
is,  I  believe,  already  informed  that  his  honor  the  chief  justice  of  Nova  Scotia 
issued  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  the  offenders,  but  I  am  not  advised  that  anj 
of  them  have  actually  been  arrested  under  that  process. 

I  now  learn  by  telegrams  which  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Gunnison,  the 
American  vice-consul  at  Halifax,  that  United  States  ship-of-war  Ella  and  Annie, 
under  S.  F.  Nichols,  commander,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  yesterday,  the 
17th,  saw  the  Chesapeake  lying  in  Sambro  harbor,  in  Nova  Scotia,  under  flag 
of  distress,  and  that  the  pirates  were  abandoning  her.    The  Ella  and  Annie 

Sroceeded  to  the  vessel,  ana  two  of  the  crew  found  on  board  of  the  Chesapeake 
elivered  her  up  to  the  officers  of  the  Ella  and  Annie.  Those  officers  im- 
mediately proceeded  with  the  Chesapeake  to  Halifax,  where  they  now  have 
that  vessel,  and  it  is  said  three  of  the  pirates,  in  their  keeping.  The  object  of 
tho  officers  in  proceeding  to  Halifax  was  to  deliver  that  vessel  and  pirates  up 
to  her  Majesty's  authorities  if  they  should  desire  that  to  be  done.  Meantime 
the  consul  has  reported  the  transaction  to  this  government  and  asked  instruc- 
tions. 

Assuming  this  statement  of  facts  to  be  true,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  naval ' 
officers  have,  in  any  respect,  violated  the  sovereignty  of  jurisdiction  of  Great 
Britain.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  case  may  not  yet  have  been  ftdly 
made  known  to  this  government.  To  guard,  therefore,  against  any  possible 
misapprehension,  I  have  now  by  the  President's  directions  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship that  this  government  has  not  authorized,  nor  does  it  propose  to  justify, 
any  exercise  whatever  of  authority,  by  its  agents,  within  the  waters  or  on  th6 
soil  of  Nova  Scotia.  If  any  such  authority  has  been  assumed,  this  government 
will  at  once  express  its  proround  regret ;  and  it  stands  reitdy,  in  that  case,  to 
make  amends  which  shfiJl  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  question,  however,  remains,  what  shall  now  be  done  with  the  Chesapeake 
and  the  pirates  I  This  government  will,  if  it  be  required,  place  them  at  once 
in  the  custody  of  her  Majesty's  authorities  at  Halifax.  Nevertheless,  as  at 
present  advised,  it  would  be  my  duty,  in  that  case,  to  demand  a  delivery  of 
the  vessel,  that  it  may  be  restored  to  its  undoubted  owners,  and  a  surrender  of 
the  pirates,  to  be  tried  by  our  laws  for  their  crimes.  Such  proceedings  would 
be  dilatory,  and  possibly  somewhat  embarrassing  to  the  authorities  at  Halifax. 
I  have  thought  it  proper,  therefore,  to  propose  another  mode  of  proceeding 
which  would  save  all  the  rights  of  her  Majesty's  government,  while  it  may  be 
more  convenient  to  aU  parties.  If  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  authorities  at 
Halifax,  the  Chesapeake  and  the  pirates  may  be  left  in  the  keeping  of  the 
naval  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be  brought  back  to  our  own 
country.  Here  not  only  the  vessel,  but  the  pirates,  will  in  that  case  be  held 
in  custody  until  the  wishes  of  her  Majesty's  government  shall  be  expressed, 
and  if  they  shall  set  fit  to  require  it,  they  will  at  once  be  restored  to  the  care 
of  the  British  government,  the  United  States  reserving  the  right  to  make  legal 
requisition  in  l£e  case  for  the  fulfilment  of  justice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^c,  Sft.,  Sft. 


Lord  Lyom  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  18,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  to-day, 
communicating  to  me  the  recent  intelligence  which  has  reached  you  concerning 
the  steamer  Chesapeake. 
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I  accept  with  entire  Batisfactioh  the  disayowal  von  bo  promptly  make  of  any 
assumption  of  antibority  by  officers  of  the  United  States  within  the  territorial 
jorisdiction  of  her  Majesty's  province  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  I  will  lose  no  time 
in  communicating  to  the  administrator  of  the  government  of  that  province  the 
Bu^estions  whidi  your  note  contains  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  Chesapeake 
ana  &e  three  men  found  on  board.  His  excellency  will  certainly  consider  tho^e 
suggestions  with  a  desire  to  fulfil  to  the  utmost  the  obligations  of  international 
comity  and  good  neighborhood. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward,  ifc,  ifc.^  ifc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  19,  1863. 

In  the  note  respecting  the  case  of  the  Labuan,  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  on  tJbe  9th  of  April  last,  r38th  Congress,  1st  session,  House 
Ex.  Doc,  No.  1,  page  557,]  vou  stated  tnat  you  were  authorized  by  the 
President  to  inform  me  that  the  district  attorney  would  be  immediately  in- 
structed to  give  notice  to  the  claimants  or  their  counsel,  as  he  mi^ht  be  able,  of 
an  early  day  when  he  would  move  the  court  to  proceed  to  consider  and  deter- 
mine what  damages  and  what  costs  should  be  awarded  to  the  claimants  of  the 
ship  Labuan  and  her  caigo  for  her  unlawful  seizure,  and  to  place  before  the  . 
court,  on  that  occasion,  all  the  proofs  which  had  been  furnished  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  by  the  government  of  her  Majesty. 

You  added  that,  in  pursuance  of  such  notice,  the  district  attorney  would  be 
instructed  to  prosecute  the  question  of  costs  and  damages  to  a  decision  whether 
the  claimants  appeared  or  not,  and  you  went  on  to  say  that  when  that  decision 
should  be  obtained  the  effect  of  it  would  be  immediately  communicated  to  me; 
that  if  it  should  be  satisfactory.  Congress  would  be  requested  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  the  payment  of  the  sums  awarded ;  and  that  if  it  should  be  unsatis- 
factory, you  would  then  receive  with  entire  pleasure  any  objections  that  might 
be  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  claimants.  Finally,  you  informed  me  that  if 
you  should  not  be  able  to  adjust  the  amount  satisfactorily  to  both  governments, 
without  a  reference  to  impartii^  mercantile  persons,  you  should  then  be  prepared 
to  consider,  with  the  most  entire  respect,  the  expendiency  of  such  a  i^erence, 
with  directions  that  the  referees  should  report  so  seasonably  as  to  admit  an  ap- 
plication to  Congress  at  the  next  session  for  its  authority  to  pay  the  damages 
and  costs  which  should  thus  finally  be  ascertained. 

More  than  eight  months  have  elapsed  since  your  note  was  written,  and  the 
session  of  Congress  to  which  you  referred  has  already  begun,  but  no  nrogress 
appears  to  h^ave  been  made  towards  fixing  the  amount  of  the  costs  and  damages 
due  to  the  claimants  in  the  case  of  the  Labuan.  I  am  informed  by  the  agents 
of  the  claimants  that  no  notice  has  up  to  this  time  been  given  to  them  by  the 
district  attorney  of  a  day  on  which  he  will  move  the  court  to  consider  and  de- 
termine the  question ;  but  it  is  not  my  purpose  on  the  present  occasion  to  com- 
ment on  the  delay  which  has  thus  taken  place  in  giving  effect  to  the  assurances 
conveyed  by  your  note.  I  will  simply  refer  you  to  the  note  expressing  the 
sentiments  of  her  Majesty's  government  respecting  that  delay  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  21  st  of  last  month.  It  is  indeed  now  represented 
to  me  by  the  claimants  that  a  recent  judicial  decision  puts  an  end  to  all  hope 
of  adjusting  their  claims  by  the  reference  to  the  prize  court  which  yon  con- 
templated.   They  state  that  on  an  appeal  to  the  United  States  circuit  court  in 
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tbe  ca«e  of  tlie  Empress,  Mr.  Justice  Nelson  pronounced  on  the  21st  of  last 
month  a  decision  which  precluded  the  prize  court  from  adjudicating  questions  of 
costs  and  damages. 

I  do  not,  of  course,  pretend  to  give  an  opinion  of  my  own  on  the  question  of 
law ;  but  I  deem  it  to  be  mj  duty  to  ask  your  immediate  attention  to  it,  and  a- 
the  same  time  most  earnestly  to  beg  you  to  take  at  once  such  measures  respect  t 
ing  the  case  of  the  Labuan  as  will  redeem  the  promise  made  in  your  note,  and 
insure  your  being  in  a  situation  to  make  in  good  time  during  the  present  session 
an  application  to  Congress  for  the  appropriation  required  to  satisfy  the  just 
demands  of  the  claimants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.^  Sfc.^  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Wcuhtngfon,  December  20,  1863. 
Hy  Lord  :  Credible  information  having  reached  this  department  that  John 
C.  Braine,  H.  A.  Parr,  John  Parker  Locke,  alias  Vernon  G.  Locke,  David  Col- 
lins, George  Robinson,  John  Wade,  and  others,  have  committed  piracy  and 
murder  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Chesapeake,  while  that  vessel  was 
on  her  way  from  New  York  to  Portland,  in  Maine,  and  that  they  have  taken 
tefuge  in  the  British  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  or  Nova  Scotia,  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that,  pursuant  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington, 
they  may  be  delivered  up  for  trial  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your,' obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washinotopt,  December  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  her 

Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  by  Messrs.  E.  Pavenstedt  &  Co.,  the  agents 

at  that  place  of  Messrs.  Dent,  Palmer  &  Co.,  of  London.     In  compliance  with 

the  request  contained  in  it,  I  submit  to  you  also  copies  of  the  following  papers : 

1.  Protest  of  United  States  vice-consul  at  Amoy,  August  13,  1863. 

2.  Letter  fix)m  United  States  vice-consul  at  Amoy  to  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Chap- 
man, agent  at  that  place  of  Messrs.  Dent  &  Co.,  August  13,  1863. 

3.  Letter  frt>m  Messrs.  Dent  &  Co.  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Hopg 
Kong,  August  24,  1863. 

4.  Extract  fix)m  charter-party  between  the  master  of  the  British  bark  Julia 
and  Mi.  Thomas  H.  Chapman,  August  15,  1863. 

These  papers  appear  to  show  conclusively  that  the  voyage  of  the  Julia  is 
perfectly  legidmate;  but  as  the  United  States  vice-consul  at  Amoy  took  excep- 
tion to  a  oonditioii  in  the  charter-party,  Messrs.  Pavenstedt  &  Co.  are  anxious 
that  aU  the  particulars  should  be  made  known  to  the  United  States  authorities 
here. 

The  JuHa  is  expected  to  arrive  very  soon  at  New  York,  and  I  therefore  take 
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the  liberty  of  askine  you  to  recommend  the  papers  to  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  proper  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  serrant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


PaventUdt  Sf  Co,  to  Archibald, 

New  York,  December  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  British  bark  Julia,  Francis  Morris  master,  laden  with  teas  at  Amoy, 
China,  by  and  for  account  of  Messrs.  Dent  &  Co.,  of  Hong  Kong,  bound  to  St. 
Thomas  for  orders,  has  been  directed  by  Messi-s.  Dent,  Palmer  &  Co.,  of  Lon- 
don, to  proceed  from  St.  Thomas  to  this  port  to  discharge. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Amoy  seems  to  have  taken  exception  to  a  clause 
in  the  charter-party,  allowing  the  vessel  to  proceed  to  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, under  certain  contingencies,  and  has  protested,  in  her  Majesty's  consulate 
at  Amoy,  against  the  voyage  of  the  Julia;  also  addressed  a  letter  to  the  agent 
of  Messrs.  Dent  &  Co.,  threatening  seizure  and  confiscation  of  both  vessel  and 
cargo,  on  account  of  the  clause  in  the  charter-party  above  referred  to. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  copies  of  the  protest,  (marked  A,)  and  of  the 
letter,  (marked  B;)  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed  by  Messrs.  Dent  &  Co. 
to  the  LFnited  States  consul  at  Hong  Kong,  (marked  C,)  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  beg  you  will  kindly  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  his  excellency 
Lord  Lyons,  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  asking  his  advice  what 
steps  may  be  necessary  n>r  us  to  take  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  owners  of 
the  valuable  cargo,  who  are  British  subjects,  and  who  have  been  acting  in  entire 
good  faith  in  the  matter,  as  will  be  seen  ^m  the  extract  from  the  charter-party 
of  the  JuHa,  which  we  hand  you  hereby,  (marked  D,)  together  with  the  entire 
original  charter,  which  latter  please  return  us,  as  it  is  the  only  copy  we  hold. 

The  Julia  having  sailed  from  Amoy  on  August  15,  may  be  expected  to 
arrive  here  in  from  two  to  four  weeks  from  this  time ;  and  though  the  merits  of 
the  case  seem  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  serious  di£Sculties,  yet  we  would 
suggest  the  expediency  of  at  once  informing  the  State  Department  at  Wash* 
ington  of  the  facts  of  Uie  case,  so  as  to  show  the  entire  gooa  faith  of  the  trans- 
action, and  avoid  all  trouble  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel. 
We  are,  &c,    , 

E.  PAVENSTEDT  &  CO. 

£.  M.  Archibald,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majeit^i  Cansulf  New  York. 


At  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consulate  at  Amoy,  on  the  30th  day  of  August, 
1863,  before  me,  W.  A.  Redder,  esq.,  her  Majesty's  consul  for  the  port  of 
Amoy,  personally  came  and  appeared  Oliver  B.  Bradford,  vice-consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  Amoj,  and  declared  as  follows : 

That  on  or  about  the  6th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  186S, 
Thomas  H.  Chapman,  agent  for  die  firm  of  Messrs.  Dent  &  Go^  verbally  in* 
formed  him  that  the  bark  Julia,  of  Newcastle,  was  being  loaded  by  lum,  as 
agent  for  the  said  firm,  with  teas,  on  a  charter  allowing  her  to  proceed  to  St 
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Thomas,  in  tlie  West  Indies,  for  orders,  and  from  thence  having  the  option  to 
proceed  to  either  of  the  following  ports,  viz.,  Charleston,  Montreal,  London,  or 
r^ew  York ;  the  first  of  which  ports  being,  according  to  last  advices,  nnder 
blockade  bj  the  naved  forces  of  tne  United  States  government* 

Wherefore,  the  said  appearer,  Oliver  B.  Bradford,  vice-consnl  aforesaid,  on 
behalf  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  government,  doth  protest  against 
the  said  vessel  proceeding  on  that  provision  in  her  charter,  allowing  her  to  go 
to  the  port  of  Charleston  aforesaid,  nnless  the  said  port  of  Charleston  has  been 
dnly  declared  to  be  a  lawful  port  of  entry  by  the  United  States  government. 

OLIVER  B.  BRADFORD, 

Vice-Con-Tul. 

This  done  at  the  British  consulate  at  Amoj,  on  the  day  and  in  the  year  first 
above  written. 

rsEALl  W.  A.  PEDDER, 

\P^^^'i  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 

B. 

GONSULATB  OP  THB  UNITED  StATBS  OF  AmBRICA, 

Amoy,  China,  August  13,  1863. 
Sir  :  On  or  about  the  6th  instant  you  verbally  informed  me  that  the  British 
barke  Julia  was  loading  tea  at  this  port  from  your  house  on  a  charter  to  St. 
Thomas  for  orders,  from  whence  she  had  the  option  of  proceeding  to  either 
Charleston,  Montreal,  London,  or  New  York,  the  former  of  which  ports  I  then 
informed  you  was,  and  herewith  formally  advise  you  was  at  the  date  of  the 
latest  advices  received  from  America  still  under  a  blockade  by  the  United 
States  government.  You  have  not  since  informed  me  that  the  option  of  goin^ 
to  Charleston  has  been  withheld  from  the  said  vessel.  I  have  therefore  entered 
my  protest  before  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  this  port,  a  copy  of  which 
I  herewith  enclose,  against  the  said  vessel  being  allowed  to  proceed  on  a  voya^, 
on  a  charter  which  aSows  and  requires  her,  on  orders,  to  break  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  which  law  youcannot  plead  ignorance  of.  I  would  moreover  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  of  the  charter-party  being  in  itself  an  unlawful  docu- 
ment, allowing,  as  you  inform  me  it  does,  the  vessel  to  go  to  a  port  with  which 
there  is,  as  above  mentioned,  no  lawful  communication,  and  which  has  been 
closed  for  a  space  of  more  than  two  years  by  law ;  it  also  makes  the  vessel  and 
cargo  both  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  supposing  you  to  be  aware  of  the 
liabilities  of  the  parties  concerned,  in  case  of  a  further  violation  of  law. 
I  am,  &c 

OLIVER  B.  BRADFORD. 

Uniud  States  Vice- Consul. 


Hong  Eong,  August  24, 1863. 
Dbab  Sir  :  The  verbal  communication  to  yon,  made  two  days  ago  by  our 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  has  already  put  yon  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  charter  of 
the  British  vessel  Julia,  tea-taden  by  us,  just  despatched  from  the  treaty  port 
of  Amoy.  We  desire,  however,  briefly  to  recapitulate  what  then  passea,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  the  intended  destination  of 
the  Julia,  respecting  which  the  American  vice-consul  at  Amoy  has  conceived 
such  strong  and  unreasonable  jealousy.  The  cargo  of  the  «f ulia  is  intended 
tar  American  or  Canadian  market,  and  the  charter-party  stipulates  that  the 
vessel  shall  call  at  St  Thomas  for  orders  to  proceed  to  Oharieston,  New  Yodc 
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or  Montreal,  as  direeted  bj  otir  London  eorreBpoadento,  th«  wdl-known  firm  of 
/  Messrs.  Dent,  Palmer  &  Co.,  i>eeerTin^  to  those  gientlemen  the  right,  in  the  erent  of 
hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  of  ordering  die  vessel 
direct  to  London.  The  port  of  Charleston  was  inserted  to  give  an  additional 
market  in  case  the  port  was  l^;all7  acoessible  by  peace,  or  tl^  abandonment  of 
the  blockade,  and  the  rate  of  freight  is  the  same  as  that  to  be  paid  at  New 
York,  should  the  cargo  be  there  delivered.  From  this  yon  wfll  perceive  that 
there  conld  be  no  intention  of  attempting  to  break  the  existing  blockade,  there 
being  no  consideration  to  induce  the  master  of  the  vessel  to  imperil  his  ship  in 
an  illegal  voyage.  Moreover,  any  snch  intention  would  have  been  inconsistent 
with  the  fact  that  the  vice-consul  alleges  the  information  he  possesses  of  the 
particulars  of  the  charter-party  to  have  been  derived  from  our  rq>resentative 
at  Amoy  himself;  and  we  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  disM>prove  of  your 
vice-consul's  action  in  protesting  against  the  voyage  of  the  Julia,  and  in  de- 
nouncing it  as  illegal,  and  exposing  both  ship  and  cargo  to  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation. We  have  no  fear  of  any  such  evils,  but  the  indiscreet  seal  of  the 
vice-consul  misht  be  the  cause  of  delay  and  annoyance  if  the  groundless  sus- 
picions  were  left  unnoticed ;  and  we  therefore  tender  to  you  this  simple  state- 
ment of  the  real  facts  of  the  Julia's  voyage  now  commenced. 
.  Should  you  deem  it  of  importance  to  take  any  notice  of  this  matter  in  your 
o£5cial  correspondence  with  the  United  States  government,  we  trust  to  your 
accompanying  it  by  a  copy  of  this  letter,  and  on  receipt  of  the  charter-party, 
which  has  not  yet  come  forward  from  Amoy,  we  shall  be  happy  to  exhibit  it  to 
you  if  you  desire  it 

We  are,  sir,  &C| 

DENT  &  CO. 
H.  N.  GoNOAR,  Esq. 

United  Siatct  Qnmt?,  Hong  Kong, 


D. 

[Extract  J 

This  charter-party,  made  and  concluded  the  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  lumdred  and  sixty-three,  between  Captain  Francis 
Morris,  of  the  British  bark  Julia,  of  the  burden  of  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  tons,  or  thereabouts,  register  measurement  now  lying  in  the  harbor  of 
Amoy,  of  the  fiirst  part  and  Thomas  H.  Chapman,  representative  of  Messrs. 
Dent  &  Co.,  of  China,  of  the  second  part  witnesseth :  That  the  said  party  of 
the  first  part  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements  herein- 
after mentioned  to  be  kept  and  performed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
doth  consent  and  agree  on  the  freighting  and  chartering  of  the  said  vessel  unio 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  for  a  voyage  from  Amoy  to  St  Thomas, 
West  Indies,  for  orders ;  charterers  to  have  the  option  of  sending  the  vessel  to 
Montreal,  New  York,  Charleston,  or  New  Orleans,  but  to  one  port  only,  and  to 
either  of  the  southein  ports,  only  if  the  blockade  is  raised,  and  the  ports  open 
for  commerce,  on  the  terms  following,  that  is  to  say :  First  the  said  party  of 
the  first  part  doth  ^ngage  that  the  said  vessel  in  and  during  the  said  voyage 
shall  be  kept  tight,  staunch,  well  fitted,  tackled  and  provided  with  every  requi- 
site, and  with  men  and  provisions  necessary  for  such  a  voyage.  Second,  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part  doth  ftffther  eneage  that  the  whole  of  the  said  vessel 
(with  the  exception  of  the  cabin,  the  de<^,  and  the  necessaiy  room  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  crew  and  the  stowage  of  the  sails,  cables,  and  provisions) 
shall  be  at  the  sole  use  and  disposal  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  during 
the  voyage  aforesaid;  and  that  no  goods  or  merchandise  whatever  shall  b« 
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laden  on  board  otherwise  than  from  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  or  their 
agent,  without  their  consent,  oil  pain  of  forfeHnreof  theamonnt  of  freight  agreed 
npon  for  the  same.  Third*  the  said  party  of  the  firstpart  doth  further  engage 
to  take  and  receive  on  ho«ri  the  said  yessel,  during  the  aforesdd  yoyage,  all 
such  lawful  goods  and  merchandise  as  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  or 
their  agent  may  think  proper  to  ship. 

And  Ae  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  for  and'  in  consideration  of  the  cove- 
nanla  and  agreements  to  be  kept  and  performed  by  the  said  party  of  the  first 
part,  doth  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  to  charter 
and  hire  the  Mid  vessel  as  aforesaid  on  the  terms  following,  that  is  to  say  : 
First,  Ae  said  parties  of  the  second  part  doth  engage  to  provide  and  furnish  to 
the  said  vessel  a  foil  an^  complete  cargo  of  tea,  not  exceeding  what  she  can 
reasonably  stow  and  carry,  over  and  above  her  tackle,  apparel,  provisions,  and 
furniture.  Second,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  do  fiirther  engaee  to 
pay  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  or  his  agent,  ror  the  charter  or  frei^t  of 
the  said  vessel,  during  the  voyage  aforesaid,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say: 
<£4  (Four  pounds)  per  ton  of  50  (fifty)  cubic  feet,  if  sent  to  New  York  or 
Charleston,  and  <€4  4#.,  (four  guineas,)  if  sent  to  New  Orleans  or  Montreal. 
In  ease  of  rupture  between  England  and  America,  charterers  have  the  option  of 
sending  the  ship  to  London,  in  which  case  the  freight  shall  be  c€4  4r.  (four 
guineas)  per  ton  of  fifty  cubic  feet  Freight  in  bank,  or  approved  bills,  at  60 
(sixty)  days'  sight  on  London. 


Memorandum. 
[Received  ftom  the  BritiBh  iegatlon.] 

CASB  OF  THfi  MONT  BLANC. 

Lord  Lyons's  note  of  the  16th  July,  and  memorandum  of  10th  August : 
It  appears  veiy  desirable  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
arrteigement  recorded  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  21st  of  May.* 
Washington,  December  22,  1863. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  23,  1863. 
Mv  LoBD :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  British  bark  Julia,  and  to  inform 
you  that  it  has  been  recommended  to  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  with  your  wishes  on  the  subject.      * 
I  have  Uie  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Bight  Hon«  Lobo  Lyons,  I^c,  ifc,  tfc. 


•  88th  Congiesi,  let  leision,  Hovise  Ex.  0oo.  ^a  1,  page  6S6. 
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Lord  Lyomt  to  Mr.  SevfareL 

Washington,  December  23, 1863. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  readily  comply  with  the  request  made  in 
your  note  to  Mr.  Stuart,  of  the  22d  September  last,'*'  that  the  evidence  in  the 
ease  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  should  be  communicated  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  I  have,  accordingly,  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith^ 
in  oridnal,  all  the  documents,  containing  evidence  bearing  on  the  case,  which 
have  been  submitted  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

In  forwarding  these  documents  to  you,  it  is  my  duty,  in  execution  of  the  in- 
structions which  I  have  received,  to  state  distinctly  tluit  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment cannot  consent  that  the  demand  for  redress  which  they  have  preferred 
should  be  in  anv  way  affected  by  the  proceedings  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  rdating  to  the  conduct  of  any  officer  or  other  person  who  may 
be  responsible  to  that  government  for  his  misconduct  in  the  matter.  And  I  am 
directed  to  express  the  confident  hope  of  her  Majesty's  government  that,  upon 
receiving  evidence  of  the  facts,  so  clear  and  decisive  as  that  contained  in  these 
documents,  the  government  of  the  United  States  wiU,  without  further  delay,  give 
proper  satisfaction  for  so  very  serious  an  outrage  upon  the  territorial  rights  of 
her  Majesty. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  documents ;  and  I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send 
them  back  to  me  when  you  have  taken  cognizance  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

^  38th  Congress,  1st  lession,  House  Ex.  Doa  No.  1,  paj^e  694. 
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Documents  in  the  case  of  the  Maruarbt  and  Jessie. 

No.    1.  Memorial. 

No.    2.  Protest. 

No,    3.  DeclaiatioQ  of  C.  M.  Morris. 

No.    4.  Declaration  of  H.  B.  Claiborne  and  King. 

No.    5.  Declaration  of  R:  0.  Foute. 

No.    6.  Declaration  of  Ivey  Foreman. 

No.    7.  Declaration  of  Lawreel  Thiescelin. 

No,    8.  Declaration  of  Clinton  Johnson. 

No.    9.  Declaration  of  Daniel  Trigg  and  Littlepage. 

No.  10.  Declaration  of  Fenn  Peck  and  M.  M.  Kerr. 

No.  11.  Declaration  of  William  Wilson  and  Peter  Skuea. 

No.  12.  Certificate  of  survey. 

No.  13.  Declaration  of  Jno.  B.  Lafitte  and  G.  D.  Harris. 

No.  14.  Declaration  of  George  D.  Harris. 

No.  15.  Declaration  of  Jno.  B.  Lafitte. 

No.  16.  Declaration  of  William  Hanna. 

No.  17.  Declaration  pf  Theodore  Cavillier. 

No.  18.  Declaration  of  Thomas  Mackey. 

No.  19.  Declaration  of  Samuel  Mackey. 

No.  20.  Declaration  of  Jane  Hanna. 

No.  21.  Declaration  of  C.  R.  Bumside. 

No.  22.  Declaration  of  William  Wilson  and  Peter  Skues. 

No.  23.  Declaration  of  C.  R.  Bumside. 


Claim. 

No.    1.  Memorandum  of  claim. 

No.    2.  Account  current  of  H.  Adderly  &  Company. 

No.    3.  Decree  of  the  vice  admiralty  court 

No.    4.  Statement  of  salvage. 

No.    5.  Statement  of  value  of  cargo. 

No.    6.  Declaration  of   G.  D.  Harrifi. 

No.    7.  Account  of  sales. 

Na    8.  Certificate  of  survey. 

No.    9.  Statement  of  loss  from  detention. 

No.  10.  Declaration  of  Jno.  B.  Lafitte. 

No.  11.  Declaration  of  Lafitte  and  Harris. 

No,  12.  Certificate  of  receiver  general. 
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No.  1. 

Nassau,  N.  P^  Bahamas,  July  3, 1863.    . 
Sir  :  The  undersigned,  Oeorge  A.  Trenholm,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  North  America,  and  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  SpQth  Carolina,  begs  leave  reBpectfullj  to  eubmit  to  ^onr  excellency,  and 
through  your  excellency  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  imperial  goyemment,  that 
on  Satjiraay,  the  thirtieth  day  of  May  last  past,  the  steamship  Margaret  and 
Jessie,  a  diuy  registered  vessel  in  the  said  Confederate  States,  and  the  property 
of  the  undersigned,  while  engaged  in  a  lawful  navigation  and  trade  between  the 
neutral  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  and  the  confederate 
port  of  Charleston,  and  while  proceeding  on  her  voyage  with  the  emblem  of  her 
nationality  at  her  mast,  within  the  waters  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain's  jurisdiction,  at  less  than  one  mile  from  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  in  the 
Bahamas,  and  within  speaking  distance  of  the  settlement  of  James's  Point,  in 
a(nd  island,  after  a  hot  pursuit  and  chase,  was  fired  into  with  shot  and  shell  by 
as  armed  vessel  bearing  the  colors  of  'the  United  States  of  America,  the  same 
bemg,  as  the  undersigned  verily  believes,  the  United  States  vessel-of-war 
Rhode  Island,  until,  bein^  disabled  by  a  ball  which  struck  her  on  the  starboard 
side,  just  above  the  water-Tine,  entering  her  boiler  and  paralysing  her  machinery, 
she  became  entirely  unmanageable,  pounded  several  times  on  the  reef,  and  sank. 
The  outrage  thus  committed  on  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  her  cargo,  her  machinery,  and  her  hull,  constituting  a  tort^  which, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  can  only  be  set  up  and  brought  to  reparation  through  the 
agency  and  under  the  guarantees  of  the  friendly  power  within  whose  jurisdic- 
tion and  in  contempt  of  whose  supremacy  the  wrong  was  perpetrated,  the 
undersigned  lays  this  his  complaint  and  claim  before  your  excellency,  that  the 
same  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  her  Britannic  Ufajesty's  government,  and 
be  attended  to  and  acted  upon  with  the  zeal  and  energy  which  that  government 
is  wont  to  apply  to  cases  arising  out  of  similar  emergencies. 

Appended  will  be  found  the  protest  and  declarations  taken  by  duly  commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  British  crown  residing  at  Nassau.  To  these  documents 
the  undersigned  craves  reference,  as  they  will  elucidate  imd  stand  in  proof  of 
the  facts  set  forth  in  this  memorial. 

The  Margaret  and  Jessie  bein^  on  an  errand  of  legitimate  trade,  she  had  no 
motive  to  conceal,  and  therefore  did  not  conceal  either  her  colors  or  the  char- 
acter of  her  venture ;  a  belligerent,  she  was  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  and 
protection  due  to  friendly  vessels  on  the  coasts,  and  in  the  ports,  bays,  harbora, 
and  rivers  of  neutral  jurisdiction. 

After  being  chased  by  a  federal  cruiser  from  a  distance,  which  the  evidence 
puts  at  twenty  miles  firom  land,  she  had,  by  dint  of  swiftness,  scaped  the  pur- 
suer and  was  making  rapidly  for  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  which  she  had  neared 
less  than  four  hundred  yards,  when  she  was  fired  into,  struck  and  sunk  as  afore- 
said. That  she  was  then  within  grounds  where  no  federal  vessel  could  lawfully 
commit  hostilities  will  not  be  denied,  as  even  any  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the 
neutral  power  whose  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  were  thus  invaded  and  in- 
fringed, instead  of  imparting  legitimacy  to  the  transgression,  would  not  only  oi- 
tail  upon  such  power  a  liability  coextensive  to  the  wrong  sufiPered,  but  make  it  a 
party  to  the  contest,  as  it  would  thereby  have  departed  from  the  position  of 
neutrality.  That  it  was  an  outrage  ef  the  deepest  dye,  fbiught  with  all  the 
evidences  of  the  most  unmitigated  perverseness  and  effirontery,  the  declaratioDS 
taken  and  herewith  submitted  but  too  palpably  establish. 

Charles  M.  Morris,  .who  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Margaret  and  Jessie, 
attests  that  the  firing  into  her  by  the  federal  cruiser  commenced  when  run- 
ning for^the  island  of  Eleuthera ;  she  was  only  five  miles  distant  from  it ;  the 
war  vessel  continuing  in  pursuit,  and  incessantly  discharging  shot  and  shell  which 
fell  thickly  over  and  around  die  Margaret  and  Jessie,  until  the  latter  arrived 
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wtthin  five  hundred  yards  of  the  beach,  when,  to  prevent  her  going  npon  the 
land,  her  coarse  was  changed,  and  she  was  headed  westwardly,  coasting  and 
skirting  the  land  at  a  distance  of  from  four  to  five  hundred  yards  from  it;  the 
then  corUinuedJbr  a  period  of  on  hour  and  three  quarterit  during  all  which  time 
she  was  never  further  than  five  hundred  yards  from  the  land.  The  war  vessel 
continued  the  chase,  bein«^  about  a  mile  from  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  dis- 
charging shot  and  shell  by  broadsides,  which  fell  thickly  around  the  vessel, 
many  passing  over  and  striking  the  land,  and  so  near  was  the  Margaret  and 
Jessie,  daring  all  this  time,  kept  to  the  shore,  that  she  took  ffround  several  times 
in  passing  over  the  reefs  which  lie  a  short  distance  from  the  land,  and  eventu- 
ally a  shell  shot  from  the  vessel-of-war  struck  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  she 
then  being  not  further  than  four  hundred  yards  from  the  land,  and  passed 
through  into  her  boiler,  which  so  disabled  her,  that,  within  a  minute  of  time,  she 
took  the  ground  and  filled  with  water. 

This  statement  of  Charles  M.  Morris  is  strengthened  by  the  concordant  declara- 
tions of  all  the  other  witnesses,  who  testify  to  the  same  effect,  with  slight  vari- 
ances, which  would  onlv  go  to  reduce  to'  three  hundred  yards  the  distance  at 
which  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  stood  from  the  beach  the  whole  time  that  she 
was  headed  westwardly,  and  was  kept  coasting  and  skirting  the  land,  until  she 
was  struck,  disabled,  and  sunk.  Thus  is  the  &ct  fairly  estc3)lished,  that  for  up- 
wards of  an  hour  and  three-quarters  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  (she  being  then 
within  less  than  five  hundred  yards  from  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  and  the 
United  States  cruiser  at  less  than  a  mile  further)  was  chased,  pursued,  and  re- 
peatedly fired  into  by  the  latter  without  there  being  anything  in  her  conduct  of 
a  nataro  to  incur  the  wrath  of  the  pursuer,  or  to  afford  him  the  slightest  ex- 
cuse for  the  infringement  of  Britisn  supremacy  over  ground  within  which, 
under  her  Britannic  Majesty's  protection,  she  was  entitled  to  enjoy  all  the  im- 
munities of  asylum,  hospitality,  and  intercourse.  Nor  could  those  on  board  the 
pursuing  vessel  have  been,  at  the  time,  in  error  respecting  the  character  of  the 
waters  over  which  they  were  treading.  Not  only  was  the  Marearet  and  Jessie 
so  close  to  the  shore  mat  her  passengers  could  exchange  words  and  converse 
with  the  people  upon  the  beach,  but  ue  shots  and  shells  fired  from  the  federal 
cruiser  could  be  seen  falling  upon  the  land,  passing  through  the  tenements  there, 
and  forcing  the  inhabitants,  stricken  with  terror,  to  fly  from  their  dwellings  and 
seek  refuge  under  the  hills. 

Clinton  Johnson,  a  farmer  of  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  who  lives  at  the  town 
known  as  James  Cistern,  on  the  south  side  of  said  island,  thus  describes  the 
circumstances,  the  time,  and  manner  of  the  pursuit  which  brought  the  Margaret 
and  Jessie  to  the  shoals  where  she  was  stranded.  Says  he :  "  On  Saturday, 
the  thirtieth  of  May  last,  I  heard  the  report  of  a  cannon  on  the  north  side  of 
the  island.  I  immediately  went  to  the  high  land  to  the  north  of  the  town  and 
saw  two  steamships,  one  in  chase  of  the  other,  the  outer  ship  discharging  guns 
verv  rapidly  at  the  ship  that  was  nearest  to  the  island,  and  both  approaching, 
at  rail  speed,  to  the  land.  The  ship  nearest  the  land  was  an  unarmed  vessel, 
and  the  vessel  chasing  her  was  a  vessel-of-war.  The  unarmed  vessel  having 
arrived  within  three  nundred  yards  of  the  beach,  changed  her  course  and 
skirted  along  the  land,  at  no  time  being  four  hundred  yards  from  it.  The 
Tcssel-of-war  also  changed  her  course,  and  having  arrived  within  a  distance  of,  at 
most,  half  a  mile  from  the  oth^r  ship,  continued  for  ai  least  an  hour  and  a 
half  to  discharge,  without  cessation,  sho^  and  shM,  which  from  time  to  time 
passed  over  the  inner  ship  and  struck  and  exploded  upon  the  land.  Many  of 
the  shots  fell  within  a  distance  of  one  hundred  yards  from  the  dwelling-housea 
in  the  town  of  James  Cistern,  and  caused  great  destruction  among  the  trees 
and  woods  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  fearing  that 
Uieir  houses  would  be  struck  by  the  shot,  and  some  of  them  be  idlled,  quitted 
the  town  and  took  refuge  under  the  hills  till  the  firing  had  ceased." 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  tbe  chase  and  pnrsnit  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  were 
being  had  on  the  north  side  of  the  settlement  of  James's  Point,  whore  tbe 
island  is  but  two  miles  wide  from  north  to  south. 

Thomas  and  Samuel  Mackey,  together  with  Theodore  Cuvellier  and  William 
Hanna,  of  the  same  settlement,  were  fishing  at  the  time  on  the  south  side  of  the 
settlement,  and  here  is  what  they  say  of  the  occurrence,  as  by  them  witnessed : 
Says  Thomas  Mackey :  "  I  was  out  fishing ;  I  heard  the  reports  of  several  heavy 
Kuns ;  the  sound  came  from  the  northeast  across  the  island ;  when  the  boi^ 
[his  fishing  boat]  was  about  three  miles  from  the  settlement,  and  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  southern  shore,  I  heard  the  report  of  another  gun,  and  sato  a  cam- 
non  sAot  Jail  in  the  water  about  sixty  or  seventy  yardt  ahead  of  the  boat 
in  which  we  were,  and  very  near  the  boat  in  which  Theodore  Cuvellier  was** 

How  near  must  the  chasing  vessel  have  been  to  the  northern  shore  may  easily 
be  deduced  from  the  fact  of  the  shot  traversing  the  island  and  reaching  more 
than  seventy  yards  beyond  the  southern  shore. 

Theodore  Cuvellier  testifies  that  '*  while  he  was  out  fishing  on  Saturday,  the 
30th  of  May,  on  the  southern  side  of  the  settlement  of  James's  Point,  in  the 
island  of  Eleuthera — which  settlement  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  douth  by  the 
sea,  the  distance  across  being  only  two  miles — he  heard  the  report  of  several 
guns.  He  immediately  went  on  shore,  proceeded  to  a  hill  nearly  over  to  the  north-' 
em  side,  and  climbed  up  a  tree,  that  he  might  see  from  whence  the  guns  were 
being  fired.  On  looking  out  to  sea  saw  two  steamers,  one  of  them  having  pad- 
dle-boxes and  steering  down  outside  of  a  reef,  which  is  about  three  hundred  or 
four  hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  and  the  other  without  paddle-boxes,  also 
steering  down  outside  of  the  reef,  about  five  or  six  hundred  yards  from  the  first 
steamer.  The  steamer  further  out  was  firing  at  the  inner  one ;  she  would  fire 
first  from  one  side,  and  then  turn  and  fire  from  the  other  side.  He  could  see  the 
shots  from  these  guns  fall  upon  the  land,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  where 
he  was  up  the  tree,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  settlement;  on  seeing  the  shot 
fall  so  near  he  jumped  from  the  tree,  ran  back  to  the  southern  shore,  and  got 
into  his  boat  to  come  home.  While  he  was  coming  down  he  heard  a  gun  ^o  off 
in  the  direction  of  the  two  steamers,  and  a  cannon  ball  passed  his  hea^  and  fell 
in  the  sea  about  thirty  yards  from  him»  which  caused  him  to  fall  down  in  tbe 
boat  from  the  shock." 

Samuel  Mackey,  a  planter,  who  resides  at  James's  Point,  was  also  fishing  on 
the  southern  side  of  the  settlement,  "  when  he  heard  the  reports  of  several  heavy 
guns  from  the  northeast,  and  on  returning  to  the  shore,  being  about  three  yards 
from  it,  saw  a  cannon  ball  fall  on  the  land  on  the  inside  of  the  settlement,  where 
the  houses  are  built,  and  found  afterwards  a  portion  of  the  shell  in  the  plaoe 
where  he  had  seen  it  fall." 

William  Hanna  corroborates  every  essential  statement  made  by  the  preceding 
witnesses,  and  Jane  Hanna  gives  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  stirring  scene  in  her 
clear,  short,  and  unadorned  narrative  of  incidents,  which  she  watched  the  more 
closely,  as  she  found  herself  within  range  of  the  shots  fired  by  the  federal  cruiser, 
and  in  imminent  peril  of  being  killed  by  one  of  them. 

This  woman  lives  on  the  same  settlement  of  James's  Point  "  On  Saturday, 
the  30th  of  May  last,"  says  she,  "  I  was  in  my  house  at  James's  Point,  when  I 
heard  guns  firing  from  the  sea;  I  looked  out  of  the  door  of  my  house  to  the 
north ;  the  house  is  on  a  hill,  about  two  miles  from  the  shore  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  settlement;  I  can  see  the  sea  from  the  door;  I  saw  a  steamer  pass- 
ing up  along  the  shore,  firing  guns ;  I  left  my  house  and-  went  on  a  hill  near 
where  I  saw  another  ahead,  at  which  the  other  was  firing ;  I  watched  them  for 
some  time,  when  the  inner  steamer  turned  and  came  down ;  I  then  saw  the  steamer 
that  had  been  firing  also  turn  and  commence  to  fire  at  her;  several  of  the  shots 
I  saw  fall  on  the  land;  I  entered  my  house,  when  I  heard  another  report  of  a 
gun,  and  something  that  struck  on  the  roof  of  my  house ;  I  looked  out  of  the 
door  and  saw  the  steamer  that  had  been  firing  before  opposite  my  house  mod 
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elonded  in  smoke;  I  went  over  to  the  northern  side  in  the  evening,  and  saw  one 
of  the  steamers  on  shore,  and  the  other — the  one  that  had  been  firiog  the  gans— 
lying  outside  of  her,  with  a  flag  fljing."  (The  United  States  flag,  as  attested 
by  other  witnesses.) 

The  facts  stated  by  these  witnesses  require  no  comment,  and  lose  nothing  by 
retaining  the  unstudied  style  in  which  they  are  told. 

Unless  there  be  no  virtue  in  the  principles  which  regulate  the  relations  between 
belligerents  on  the  one  side  and  nentrals  on  the  ot£er,  they  cannot  fail  to  im- 
press themselves  on  the  mind  as  being  of  the  most  grave  significance  and  im- 
port. The  recognition  by  the  great  powers  of  Christendom  of  the  existence  of 
civil  war  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the  States  that  still  retain  the 
name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  avowed  determination  of  those 
powers  not  to  take  part, in  the  mighty  conflict  for  independence  on  the  one  side, 
for  subjugation  on  the  other,  in  which  said  States  are  engaged,  has  imparted  to 
them  not  only  the  character  of  belligerents,  possessing  the  sovereign  rights  of 
war  and  entitled  to  be  respected  in  the  exercise  of  those  rights,  but  also  those 
attributes  which  are  inherent  to  friendly  powers,  and  invest  them  incontestably 
with  equal  rights  of  asylum,  hospitality,  and  intercourse  in  neutral  territo- 
ries. 

Confiding  in  the  immunities  arising  out  of  the  relations  created  by  that  recog- 
nition and  that  avowal,  and  reposing  unbounded  faith  in  the  ability  of  the  powers 
thus  committed  by  their  own  declarations  to  vindicate  and  uphold  those  immu- 
nities when  invoked  within  their  respective  jurisdiction,  the  undersigned,  with 
others  of  the  Confederate  States,  selected  the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  Bahamas, 
as  one  of  the  points  where  might  be  centred  what  of  commercial  intercourse  and 
trade  might  find  a  channel  to  and  fi*om  the  confederate  ports,  notwithstanding 
the  difficidties  and  perils  which  the  blockade  of  said  ports  was  likely  to  entail 
upon  such  intercourse  and  trade. 

The  selection  and  the  traffic  proving  highly  profitable  to  both  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States,  there  came  to  be 
established,  between  Nassau  on  the  one  side,  and  Charleston  and  Wilmington 
on  the  other,  a  regular,, uninterrupted  communication,  through  the  steady  voyages 
of  upwards  of  twenty  steamers  carrying  openly,  and  without  serious  hindrance, 
to  and  from  said  ports  the  commodities  interchanged  in  each  of  them  respec- 
tively. 

Of  seven  steamers  which  the  undersigned  alone  has  kept  plying  on  the  sea 
between  the  said  ports,  and  which  have  performed  no  less  than  thirty- two  round 
voyages  within  these  twelve  months  just  elapsed,  aggregating  a  return  cargo  of 
over  21,000  bales  of  cotton,  not  one  has  ever  been  stopped  in  her  trade,  or  in 
any  manner  impeded  in  her  progress,  by  the  interference  of  the  blockading 
force ;  all  of  them  have  carried  out  successfully  their  adventures,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  liie  Kate  and  the  Stonewall  Jackson,  which  were  lost  by  mere  acci- 
dent— the  one  as  she  ascended  the  river  near  Wilmington,  and  the  other  by 
being  stranded  on  the  bar  at  Charleston. 

Among  the  said  steamers  was  peculiarly  distinguishable  th^  Margaret  and 
Jessie,  for  the  precision  and  steadiness  of  her  voyages,  having  performed  in  less 
than  five  montns  five  complete  trips,  with  a  full  return  cargo  of  cotton,  to  Nas- 
sau, aggregating  3,714  bales,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  sworn  declaration  of  J.  B. 
Lafitte,  and  the  certified  statement  of  the  custom-house  collector  at  the  port, 
hereto  annexed. 

It  was  not  until  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  fell  in  with  a  federal  cruiser  on  the 
grounds  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  jurisdiction,  and  there  was  chased,  pursued, 
and  fired  into  by  said  cruiser,  within  voice-hearing  distance  of  the  land  near  by, 
and  in  sight  of  an  inhabited  settlement,  and  in  defiance  of  the  protection  which 
she  had  an  unquestionable  right  to  enjoy,  beiug  within  neutral  waters,  and  far 
27  c  • 
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beyond  the  line  assigned  as  the  nltimate  terminns  for  such  hoslilities,  that  a 
vessel  of  the  undersigned  was  interfered  with  and  assailed. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  now  £les  herewith  a  condensed  statem^it  and 
evidence  of  the  loss  which  he  has  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  piratical 
course  pursued  by  the  federal  cruiser  towards  the  Mai^aret  and  Jessie,  respect- 
fully requesting  your  excellency  to  submit  the  same,  with  this  memorial  and 
the  accompanying  documents,  to  the  consideration  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
imperial  govemment,  that  it  may  please  said  government,  under  the  pledgee, 
obligations,  and  guarantees  of  its  declared  ue.utrality,  to  press  the  same  to  a 
speedy  recognition  and  settlement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  h«mbk 
servant, 

GEORGE  A.  TRENHOLM, 
By  his  agent,  JOHN  B.  LAFITTE. 

His  Excellency  Gharlbs  John  Bailky,  Esq.,  C.  B., 
Crovemor  and  Commander-in-Chief,  Bahamas. 


No.  2. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

By  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest  be  it  known  and  made 
manifest,  that,  on  Tuesday,  the  second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  personally  came  and  appeared  before 
me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed, 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  William  Wilson,  the  master  of  the  steamship  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  ot 
South  Carolina,  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  caused  a  protest  to  be 
duly  noted  before  me,  the  said  notary,  against  the  acts  and  deeds  of  the  captain, 
or  other  officer,  in  charge  of  a  certain  vessel-of-wfiu*  of  and  belonging  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  occasioning  injury  to  the  said  steamship  Margaret 
and  Jeasie,  and  thereby  entailing  loss  and  damage  to  the  owners  and  others 
interested  in  the  said  steamship  and  the  cargo  on  board  of  her  laden.  And 
now  on  this  day,  being  Friday,  the  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  again 
came  and  appeared  the  said  William  Wilson,  the  master,  and  James  Forbes, 
first  mate;  Christopher  Cowper,  second  mate;  John  Fitzgerald,  third  mate; 
Thomas  Plane,  purser;  John  Blackly,  carpenter;  Robert  Warner  Lockwood, 
pilot;  Octavius  Henry  Dorsett,  coasting  pilot;  Peter  Skues,  chief  engeneer; 
John  Scott,  8«cond  engineer;  Thomas  Russell,  third  engineer;  Samuel  Johnson, 
fourth  engineer;  John  McLean,  fireman;  Joseph  Gilbreath,  fireman,  of  and  be- 
longing to  the  said  steamship,  who,  of  their  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord, 
did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of 
the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  these  declarants  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  said  eteamship  Margaret 
and  Jessie  sailed  in  and  on  board  of  her  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  May  last  past,  from  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, one  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  bales  of  cotton,  and  with  sixteen  passengers,  bound  on  a 
voyage  to  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  .Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama 
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ielands ;  tbe  said  steamship,  at  the  time  of  ber  departure  as  aforesaid,  being 
tigbt,  stauncb,  strong,  and  seaworthy,  and  in  every  respect  fitted,  equipped, 
manned,  and  found  for  the  prosecution  of  the  aforesaid  voyage.  That  nothing 
material  occurred  (they  encountered  heavy  weather)  until  the  forenoon  of  Satur- 
day, the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  about  10  a.  m.,  civil  time,  the  Margaret  and 
Jessie  then  being  about  ninety  miles  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  island  ai 
Abaco,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  and  then  steering  a  south  by  west  course  to 
make  the  land  of  Eleuthera,  also  one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  the  territory  of 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  then  distant  about  twenty-five  miles, 
a  steamship  was  observed  to  the  leeward  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  heading 
eastwardly  across  her  stem. 

That  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  said  steamship  had  been  first  ob- 
served by  the  parties  on  board  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  she  was  seen  to  change 
her  course  and  give  chase  to  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  the  master  of  which,  sus- 
,  pecting  that  the  other  vessel  was  a  vessel-of-war  of  the  United  States  and  that 
the  intention  was  to  make  a  prize  of  his  vessel,  ordered  her  to  be  put  at  full 
speed  for  the  land  of  Eleuthera,  then  being  a  part  of  the  neutr  il  territory  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England. 

That  the  said  vessel-of-war  continued  to  chase  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  but 
at  no  time  succeeded  in  approaching  nearer  to  her  than  four  miles  until  about 
half  past  twelve  o'clock  noon  of  that  day.  The  Margaret  and  Jessie  being  distant 
from  the  main  land  of  Eleuthera,  which  she  was  then  fast  approaching,  about 
five  miles,  and  the  vessel-of-war  distant  astern  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  about 
four  miles,  a  shot  was  fired  from  the  vessel-of-war  which  fell  short  of  the  Marga- 
ret and  Jessie.  That  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  still  run  direct  for  the  land» 
and  arrived  within  the  territorial  limit  of  three  miles  shortly  after,  in  the  mean 
time  the  vessel-of-war  firing  shot  after  shot  at  her. 

That  from  the  time  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  arrived  within  such  territonal 
limit  as  aforesaid,  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  being  hemmed  in  by  the  land»  the 
vessel-of-war  was  enabled  to  approach  nearer  to  her,  and  the  Margaret  and  Jessie 
was  consequently  taken  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  shore. 

That  from  the  time  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  arrived  within  such  territorial 
limit  as  aforesaid,  until  she  was  taken  to  within  such  distance  of  three 
hundred  yards  from  the  land  as  before  mentioned,  no  cessation  whatever  was 
made  in  the  discharge  from  the  war  vessel  of  shot  and  shell,  many  of  which 
passed  over  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  struck  and  exploded  upon  the  land  which, 
lay  within  her. 

That  the  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  having  ari'ived  within  the  distance 
of  three  hundred  yards,  as  aforesaid,  her  course  was  at  once  changed  to  prevent 
her  grounding  on  the  rocks,  and  she  was  coasted  along  the  land  in  a  westwardly 
direction,  keeping  within  that  distance  from  the  land,  notwithstanding  which 
no  cessation  was  made  in  the  discharge  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  war  vessel, 
which  approached  to  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  and 
coasted  along  with  her  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  incessantly  discharging  shot, 
shell,  and  what  appeared  to  these  declarants  to  be  grape  and  canister. 

That  the  Margai-et  and  Jessie,  from  her  close  proximity  to  the  land,  took  the 
bottom  on  several  occasions,  and  many  of  the  shot  and  shell  discharged  at  her 
passed  over  and  struck  against  the  land  of  Eleuthera.  That  at  about  thirty 
minutes  past  three  p.  m.,  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  then  being  not  over  three 
hundred  yards  from  the  beach,  a  seven-inch  spherical  shell,  discharged  from  the 
vessel-of-war,  struck  her  on  the  starboard  side,  just  below  the  water-line,  and 
entered  her  boiler,  causing  the  steam  to  escape,  thereby  severely  injuring 
one  of  her  engineers,  and  the  water  to  flow  into  the  ship.  And  the  said  declar- 
ant, William  Wilson,  then  at  once  ordered  the  wheel  to  be  put  a-starboard,  but 
before  the  order  could  be  obeyed  the  ship  ran  upon  the  ground  and  filled  with 
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water  not  three  hundred  yards  from  the  beach,  her  position  being  a  little  to  the 
east  of  a  point  of  land  known  as  James's  Point,  on  the  north  side  of  the  island 
of  Elenthera,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands. 

And  the  declarants  did  further  declare,  that  whflst  the  said  merchant  ship 
Margaret  and  Jessie  and  the  said  vessel-of-war  of  the  United  States  of  America 
were  both  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  as  hereinbefore  detailed,  they,  the  said  parties  on  board  of  the  said 
vessel-of-war,  then  being  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  (^ 
America,  in  violation  of  the  municipal  laws  of  the  said  territory  of  her  Majesty 
the  Queen,  did  feloniously  discharge  against  the  said  parties  then  being  on  board 
of  the  said  steamship  Mar&^aret  and  Jessie  certain  cannons  then  loaded  with 
gunpowder  and  shot,  shell,  snrapnell,  and  other  deadly  missiles,  with  intent  there- 
by tne  said  parties  on  board  the  said  merchant  ship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  or 
some  of  them,  to  kill  and  murder. 

That  from  the  time  that  the  said  vessel-of-war  entered  within  the  distance  of 
three  miles  from  the  land  until  the  time  that  a  shot  from  her  sunk  the  Margaret 
and  Jessie,  as  before  set  forth,  the  American  ensign  was  flying  at  her  main 
peak ;  she  being  a  brig-rieged  steam  vessel  propeUed  by  side  wheels,  with  a 
oeam  engine  above  the  deck.  That  when  a  shot  propelled  from  a  gun  on  board 
of  her  struck  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  she,  the  said  war  vessel,  was  distant  from 
the  main  land  of  Eleuthera  not  five  hundred  yards ;  but  so  soon  as  it  was  ob- 
served by  the  parties  on  board  of  the  war  vessel  that  the  Margaret  and  Jessie 
had  been  driven  ashore  and  sunk,  the  vessel-of-war  was  headed  to  sea,  and  having 
proceeded  to  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  where  the  Margaret  and  Jessie 
lay,  she,  the  vessel-of-war,  was  brought  to  anchor,  and  two  armed  boats  de- 
spatched to  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  which  rowed  round  her ;  in  the  said  boats 
were  officers  in  the  uniform  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  this  declarant, 
the  said  James  Forbes,  inquired  of  one  of  the  officers  what  ship-of-war  that  was, 
and  was  answered  that  it  was  the  United  States  vessel-of-war  Savannah,  but 
these  declarants  believe  that  in  truth  and  in  fact  the  vessel-of-war  was  the 
United  States  vessel-of-war  Rhode  Island,  and  not  the  Savannah. 

And  these  declarants  did  further  declare  that  the  master  and  crew  of  the  said 
steamship,  with  the  passengers,  observing  the  armed  boats  proceeding  for  the 
said  steamship,  all  quitted  her  and  landed  on  the  shore. 

That  shortly  after  parties  of  wreckers  from  inland  came  down,  and  the  said 
steamship  was  given  up  to  them  to  work  in  endeavoring  to  save  the  cargo,  and 
if  possible  to  get  her  off. 

That  the  sai^  parties  immediately  commenced  working,  and,  with  the  aid  and 
assistance  of  others  who  subsequently  ai-rived  at  the  ship  in  wrecking  vessels, 
succeeded,  afler  great  exertion,  in  discharging  the  cargo  and  in  pumping  the 
water  from  the  said  steamship,  after  which  she  was  floated  off  in  their  charge. 
He,  the  declarant,  the  said  Captain  Wilson,  being  also  on  board,  brought  her  to 
thb  port  of  Nassau,  the  passengers  and  crew  having  been  brought  to  this  port 
of  Nassau  in  the  wrecking  vessels,  they,  the  said  wreckers,  claiming  salvage 
and  remuneration  for  their  services  to  the  said  ship  and  her  cargo. 

And  the  said  declarants  did  further  declare  that  from  the  time  the  said  steamship 
quitted  the  said  port  of  Charleston  until  she  was.  sunk,  as  aforesaid,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  by  a  vessel-of-war  of  the  United  States, 
everything  was  done  by  the  master  and  all  on  board  to  conduct  her  in  safety 
to  the  port  of  her  destination,  and  they  attribute  the  sinking  of  the  said  steam- 
ship and  her  stranding  upon  the  island  of  Eleuthera  to  the  act  of  the  parties 
on  board  of  the  said  vessel-of-war  of  the  United  States,  whilst  both  of  said 
vessels  were  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  in 
exercising  acts  of  hostility  against  the  said  merchant  steamship  Margaret  and 
Jessie,  and  feloniously  attempting  to  kill  and  murder  the  persons  on  board  of 
her,  she  then  being  not  three  hundred  yards  from  the  land,  and  to  the  fkci  of  a 
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shell  having  been  Bhot  through  the  side  of  the  said  i^teamship  from  the  said 
ve88el-<)f-war,  when  said  last-mentioned  vessel  was  not  five  hundred  yards  from 
the  land. 

WM.  WILSON,  Master. 

JAMES  FORBES,  Chief  Mate. 

CHRISTOPHER  COOPER,  Second  MaU. 

J.  FITZGERALD. 

THOMAS  PLANE,  Purser. 

JOHN  BLACKLEY,  Carpenter. 

ROBERT  WARREN  LOCKWOOD,  Pilot. 

OCTAVIDS  H.  DORSETT,  Coasting  Pilot. 

PETER  SKUSE,  Chief  Engineer. 

JOHN  SCOTT,  Second  Engineer. 

THOMAS  RUSSELL,  Third  Engineer. 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  Fourth  Engineer. 

JOHN  McLEAN. 
his 

JOSEPH  X  GILBREATH. 
mark. 

Wherefore  the  said  master  has  desired  me,  the  said  notary,  to  protest,  and  I 
do,  by  these  presents,  solemnly  and  formally  protest  and  declare  against  the 
acts  and  deeds  of  the  persons  on  board  of  the  said  vessel-of-war,  and  against 
all  and  every  act,  matter,  and  thing  occasioning,  as  aforesaid,  loss  and  damage 
to  the  said  steamship,  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  submitted  unto,  suffered  and 
borne  by  those  to  whom  it  shall  of  right  belong,  or  in  anywise  concern. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  declarants  have  hereunto  set  their  hands,  and 
I,  the  said  notary,  my  hand  and  seal  notarial,  this  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 
rsEALl  B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

^         '^  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 

Bahama  Isijinds,  New  Providence : 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  esq., 
colonial  secretary  of  the  Bahama  islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bruce  Lock- 
hart  Bumside,  who  attests,  as  a  notary  public,  the  protest  hereto  attached,  is  a 
duly  qualified  notaiy  public,  and  that  all  faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be 
given  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  this  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

C.  R.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Bahama  Islands: 

By  his  excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  esq.,  companion  of  the  most 
[SBAL.]  honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  in  and 
over  the  said  islands,  chancellor,  vice-admiral  and  ordinary  of  the  same. 
To  all  to* whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  Be  it  known  that  the 
Hon.  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  esq.,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  sub- 
scribed, was  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  the  colonial  secretary 
for  the  said  Bahama  iiiands ;  therefore  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to 
be  had  and  given  to  the  said  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  hereunto 
affixed  at  Nassau,  N.  P.,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign. 

C.  J.  BAYLEY. 
By  his  excellency's  command  : 

C.  R.  Nbsbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  3. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  the  si^th  day  of  Jane,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me.  Brace 
Lockhart  Burnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted 
and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Charles  M.  Morris,  at  present  of  the 
city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  did  solemnly 
declare — such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas 
for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  he,  the  declarant,  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamship  Margaret 
and  Jessie,  which  sailed  from  the  port  ef  Charleston  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  May  last,  bound  for  this  port  of  Nassau. 

That  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  thirtieth,  a  steam  vessel- of- war  gave 
chase  to  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  she  was  ran  for  the  land  of  Eleuthera.  one 
of  the  Bahama  islands,  in  the  territory  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  and  at  about  half  past  twelve,  noon,  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  being 
then  distant  from  th^  land  of  the  island  of  Eleuthera  about  five  miles,  with  the 
vessel-of-war  astern,  distant  about  four  miles,  the  latter  vessel  opened  fire  upon 
her  with  shot  and  shell ;  that  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  still  headed  for  the 
land,  the  war  vessel  continuing  in  pursuit,  incessantly  discharging  shot  and 
shell,  which  fell  thickly  over  and  around  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  until  she 
arrived  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  beach,  when,  to  prevent  her  going 
apon  the  land,  her  course  was  changed  and  she  was  headed  westwardly,  coasting 
and  skirting  the  land,  at  a  distance  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  yards  from  it 

That  she  thus  continued  for  a  period  of  an  hour  and  three-quarters,  during 
all  which  time  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  never  was  further  than  ^yq  hundred 
yards  from  the  laud ;  the  vessel  of -war  continued  the  chase,  being  to  the  distance 
of  about  a  mile  from  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  and  discharging  shot  and  shell  by 
broadsides,  which  fell  thickly  around  the  vessel,  and  many  of  which  passed 
over  her  and  struck  the  land;  and  so  near  during  all  this  latter  time  was  the 
Margaret  and  Jessie  kept  to  the  shore  that  she  took  the  ground  several  times  in 
passing  over  a  reef  which  lies  a  short  distance  from  the  land. 

That  eventually  a  shell  shot  from  the  vessel-of-war  struck  the  Margaret  and 
Jessie,  she  then  being  not  further  than  four  hundred  yards  from  the  land,  and 
passed  through  into  her  boiler,  which  so  disabled  her  that  she,  within  a  minute 
of  time,  took  the  ground  and  filled  with  water,  not  over  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  beach,  and  the  passengers  and  crew,  fearing  that  boats  would  board 
from  the  vessel-of-war,  quitted  the  vessel  and  went  to  the  shore,  and  shortly 
afterwards  two  boats  from  the  vessel-of-war  quitted  her  and  rowed  around  the 
Margaret  and  Jessie  as  she  lay  ashore,  and  then  returned  to  their  ship,  in  which 
boats  were  officers  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  navy. 

That  the  said  steam  vessel-of-war  had  fiying  from  her  main  peak  the  United 
States  ensign,  she  being  brig-rigged,  with  a  beam-engine  on  deck,  propelled  by 
side  wheels. 

C.  M.  MORRIS- 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  sixth  day  of  June.  A.  D.  1863. 

B.  L.  BRUCE. 
[seal.]  Notary  Public,  Bahamoi. 
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No.  4. 


Bahama  Islands^  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- th ree, '  before  me,  Bruce 
Lockhart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Charles  R.  King  and  Henry 
B.  Claiborne,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence, 
gentlem'^n  who  did  solemnly  declaxe — such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in 
certain  cases — 

That  they,  the  declarants,  were  passengers  on  board  the  steamship  Margaret 
and  Jessie,  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
May  last,  bound  for  this  port  of  Nassau. 

That  having  heard  read  over  to  them  the  annexed  declaration  of  Charles  M. 
Morris,  they  can  personally  testify  that  everything  therein  contained  is  just  and 
true,  these  declarants  having  been  eye-witnesses  to  all  the  occurrt'uces  therein 
detailed  and  set  forth. 

H.  B.  CLAIBORNE. 
CHARLES  R.  KING. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 
[seal.]  Notary  Pablict  Bahamas. 


No.  5. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Prooidence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- three,  before  me,  Bruce 
Lockhart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Robert  C.  Fonte,  at  present  of 
the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  did 
solemnly  declare — such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the 
Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  he,  the  declarant,  was  a  passeng(T  on  board  the  steamship  Margaret  and 
Jessie,  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  May 
last,  bound  for  this  port  of  Nassau. 

That  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  thirtieth,  a  steam  vessel-of-war  gave 
chase  to  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  she  was  run  for  the  land  of  Eleuthera, 
one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  in  the  territory  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  and  about  half  past  twelve,  noon,  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  being  then 
distant  from  the  land  of  the  island  of  Eleuthera  about  five  miles,  with  the  vessel- 
of-war  astern,  distant  about  five  miles,  the  latter  vessel  opened  fire  upon  her 
with  shot  and  shell.  That  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  still  headea  for  the 
land,  the  war  vessel  continuing  in  pursuit,  incessantly  discharging  shot  and  shell, 
which  fell  thick! v  over  and  arouna  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  until  she  arrived 
within  five  hundred  yards  of  tlie  beach,  when,  to  prevent  her  going  upon  the 
land,  her  course  was  changed,  and  she  was  headed  westwardly,  coasting  and  skirt- 
ing the  land,  at  a  distance  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  yards  from  it.  That 
she  thus  continued  for  a  period  of  an  hour  and  three-q^uarters,  during  all  which 


424  DIPLOMATIC   C0BBE8P0NBENCE. 

time  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  never  was  further  than  five  hundred  yards  from 
the  land  ;  the  vessel-of-war  continued  to  chase,  being  to  the  distance  of  about 
a  mile  &om  the  land,  and  discharging  shot  and  shell  hj  broadsides,  which  fell 
thickly  around  the  vessel,  and  many  of  which  passed  over  her  and  struck  the 
land  ;  and  so  near,  during  all  this  latter  time,  was  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  kept 
to  the  shore  that  she  took  the  ground  several  times  in  passing  over  a  reef  which 
lies  a  short  distance  from  the  land.  That  eventually  a  [|hell  shot  from  the  ves- 
sel-of-war  struck  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  she  then  being  not  further  than  four 
hundred  yards  from  the  land,  and  passed  through  into  her  boiler,  which  so  disa^ 
bled  her  that  she,  within  a  minute  of  time,  took  Uie  ground  and  filled  with  water, 
not  over  four  hundred  yards  from  the  beach,  and  the  passengers  and  crew,  fear- 
ing that  boats  would  board  from  the  vessel-of-war,  quitted  the  vessel  and  went 
to  the  shore  ;  and  shortly  afterwards  two  boats  from  the  vessel-of-war  quitted 
her  and  rowed  around  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  as  she  lav  ashore,  and  then  re- 
turned to  their  ship,  in  which  boats  were  officers  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the 
United  States  navy.  That  the  said  vessel-of-war  had  flying  from  her  main 
peak  the  United  States  ensign,  she  being  brig-rigged,  with  a  beam  engine  on 
deck,  and  propelled  by  side  wheels. 

R.  C.  FONTE. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 
[seal.]  Notary  Puh/ic,  Bahamas. 


No.  6. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce 
Lockhart  Burnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  ci  y  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Ivey  Foreman,  at  present  of 
the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  did 
solemnly  declare— such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the 
Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  he,  the  declarant,  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamship  Margaret 
and  Jessie,  which  sailed  from  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  May  last,  bound  for  the  port  of  Nassau.  That  having  heard  read  over  to 
him  the  annexed  declaration  of  Robert  G.  Fonte,  he  can  personally  testify  that 
everything  therein  contained  is  just  and  true,  this  declarant  having  bc^n  an 
eye-witness  to  all  the  occurrences  therein  detailed  and  set  forth. 

IVEY  FOREMAN. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

B.  L  BURNSIDE, 
[seal.]  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


No.  7. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

Enow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  eleventh  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce 
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Lockhart  Biini8ide»  a  notary  public,  bj  lawfbl  antboritj  appointed,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  residinff  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  personaBy  came  and  appeared  Laurence  Thiescelin,  at  present 
of  the  island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman, and  Laureel  Thiescelin,  of  the  island 
of  New  Providence,  single  woman,  who  did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declara- 
tion in  lieu  of  an  oath  jn  certain  cases — 

t  That  these  declarants  are  subjects  of  his  imperial  Majesty  Napoleon  the 
Third,  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  are  natives  of  the  city  of  Paris,  m  the  em- 
pire of  France,  but  for  some  years  past  have  resided  in  Mobile,  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  one  of  the  States  of  America  known  as  the  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

That  they  sailed  in  and  on  board  of  the  confederate  merchant  steamship  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie,  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty-seventh  of  May  last  past,  from 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  as  passengers  for  Nassau,  on  their  way  to  France. 

That  on  Saturday  morning,  about  ten  o'clock,  a  vessel-of-war  gave  chase  to 
the  Margaret  and  /essie,  and  continued  to  chase  until  about  twelve  o'clock,  when 
the  Margaret  and  Jessie  had  been  brought  to  about  five  miles  distant  from  the 
land  of  Eleuthera,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  her  Mnjesty,  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land. The  war  vessel  was  then  astern  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  about  four 
miles,  and  commenced  to  fire  shot  and  shell  at  her. 

That  the  war  vessel  continued  to  chase  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  and  to  fire 
shot  and  shell  at  her  incessantly,  until  the  latter  vessel  was  taken  within  three 
or  four  hundred  yards  of  the  shore  of  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  aforesaid,  the 
war  vessel  coming  into  the  same  shore  within  the  distance  of  one  mile,  and 
coasting  along  with  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  discharging  shot  and  shell 
at  her,  many  of  which  these  declarants  saw  strike  the  land  of  Eleuthera. 
That  during  all  the  time  before  referred  to,  these  declarants  remained  on  deck, 
but  the  danger  to  life  on  board  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  being  very  great 
from  the  constant  discharge  of  shell  and  other  missiles,  which  fell  thickly  around 
her,  and  it  being  evident  that  the  intention  of  the  parties  on  board  of  the  war 
vessel  was  to  kill  and  murder  the  persons  then  on  board  the  Margaret  and  Jessie, 
they,  the  declarants,  Laurence  Thiescelin  and  Lanreel  Thiescelin,  were  persuaded 
by  the  male  passengers  who  were  with  them  in  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  to  take 
refuge  in  the  cabin. 

That  at  the  time  the  said  Laurence  Thiescelin  and  Laureel  Thiescelin  left  the 
deck  and  went  to  the  cabin,  the  said  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  not 
over  four  hundred  yards  from  the  beach,  and  the  war  vessel  was  not  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  *the  Margaret  and  Jessie.  That  after  these  declarants  went  into  the 
cabin  the  ship  struck  several  times  on  the  bottom,  and  they  still  heard  the  in- 
cessant discharge  of  cannon  from  the  war  vessel. 

That  after  they  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  cabin,  a  shot  struck  the  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie,  and  almost  immediately  after  she  ran  upon  the  ground,  and 
the  declarants,  upon  going  to  the  deck,  found  that  the  ship  was  upon  the  ground, 
not  four  hundred  yards  from  the  beach. 

And  these  declarants  further  declare  that  the  parties  on  board  the  Margaret 
and  Jessie,  fearing  that  she  would  be  boarded  from  the  war  vessel,  which  had 
then  anchored  a  short  distance  from  them,  immediately  hastened  to  the  shore, 
and,  immediately  after,  armed  boats  were  sent  from  the  vessel-of-war,  in  which 
were  officers  in  the  naval  uniform  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  boats 
approached  near  to  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  rowed  round  her,  and  then  returned 
to  their  ship. 

And  these  declarants  lastly  declare  that  they  verily  believe,  and  are  convinced, 
that  the  intention  of  the  said  parties  on  board  the  said  vessel-of-war,  in  dis- 
charging shot  and  shell  from  guns  on  board  that  vessel  at  the  Margaret  and 
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Jessie,  when  both  sack  vessels  were  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her 
Majesty  the  Qaeen,  was  none  other  than  to  kill  and  murder  the  parties,  or  some 
of  them,  then  being  on  board  the  Margaret  and  Jessie. 

THIESCELIN. 

LAUREEL  THIESCELIN. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me. 

rSBALl  ^-  ^'  ^URNSIDE, 

■>  '•'  Notary  Public^  Bahamas, 


No.  8. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

BoiQW  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  sixth  day  of  Jane,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-tliree,  before  me,  Bruce  Ix>ck- 
hart  Barnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted 
and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Clinton  Johnson,  of  the  island  of 
Eleuthera,  farmer,*  who  of  his  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord  did  declare 
that  he  lives  at  a  town  known  as  James's  Cistern,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
island  of  Eleuthera,  and  on  Saturday,  the  thirtieth  day  of  May  last,  he  heard 
the  reports  of  cannon  on  the  north  side  of  the  island ;  that  they  immediately 
went  to  the  high  laud  to  the  north  of  the  town,  ind  there  saw  two  steamships, 
one  in  chase  of  the  other,  the  outer  ship  discharging  guns  very  rapidly  at  the 
ship  that  was  nearest  to  the  shore,  both  of  which  ships  were  approaching  at  full 
speed  to  the  land ;  that  the  ship  nearest  the  land  was  an  unarmed  vessel,  and 
the  vessel  chasing  her  was  a  vessel-of-war;  the  unarmed  vessel  having  arrived 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  beach,  changed  her  course  and  skirted  along 
the  land,  at  no  time  being  four  hundred  yards  from  it ;  that  the  vessel-of-war 
also  changed  her  course,  and  having  arrived  within  a  distance  of  at  most  half  a 
mile  from  the  other  ship,  continued  for  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  to  discharge 
without  cessation  shot  and  shell,  which  from  time  to  time  passed  over  the  inner 
ship  and  struck  and  exploded  upon  the  land;  that  many  of  the  shot  so  discharged 
as  aforesaid  fell  within  a  distance  of  one  hundred  yards  from  the  dwelling-houses 
in  the  town  at  James  Cistern,  and  caused  great  destruction  among  the  ti-ees  and 
wood  in  the  neighborhood.  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  fearing  that  their 
houses  would  be  struck  by  the  shot  and  that  some  of  them  would  be  killed,  they 
quitted  the  town  and  took  refuge  under  the  hills  until  the  firing  had  ceased. 

his 

CLINTON  +  JOHNSON. 

mark. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me. 
fsEALl  B.L.BURNSIDE, 

*-         ■*  Notary  Puhlic,  Bahama*. 


No.  9. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce  Lock- 
hart  Burnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted 
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and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  Daniel  Trigg  and  Hardin  B.  Little* 
page,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  gen- 
tlemen, who  did  solemnly  declare^ — such  declaration  heing  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in 
certain  cases — that  they,  the  declarants,  were  passengers  on  board  the  steam- 
ship Margaret  and  Jessie,  which  sailed  from  the  purt  of  Charleston  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May  last,  bound  for  this  port  of  Nassau ;  that  having 
heard  read  over  to  them  the  declaration  of  Robert  0.  Foute,  they  can  personally 
testify  that  everything  therein  contained  is  just  and  true,  these  declarants  hav- 
ing been  eye-witnesses  to  all  the  occurrences  therein  detailed  and  set  forth,  with 
the  exception  of  the  officers  in  the  boats  being  in  the  uniform  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  which  the  said  Daniel  Trigg  did  not  himseli*  see. 

DANIEL  TRIGG. 

H.  B.  LITTLEPAGE. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau  this  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

[seal  I  ^'  ^'  BURNSIDE, 

^         'J  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


No.  10. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  eighth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- three,  before  mc,  Bruce 
Lockhaft  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted 
and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  came  and  appeared  Fenn  Feck,  at  present  of  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  master  mariner,  and  Mathew  Morris  Kerr,  also  at  present  of  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  merchant,  who  did  solemnly  declare — such  declara- 
tion being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a 
declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — that  they  sailed  as  passengers  on 
board  the  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  from  Charleston  on  the  twenty-seventh 
of  May  last,  bound  to  Nassau ;  that  on  Saturday  morning,  when  about  twenty- 
five  miles  from  the  main  land  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  a  vessel- 
of-war  gave  chase  to  them,  but  that,  as  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  put  at  full 
speed  for  the  land,  the  pursuing  vessel  did  not  gain  upon  her  until  about  noon ; 
the  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  then  distant  from  Eleuthera  about  five  miles, 
and  the  war  vessel  astern  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  about  four  miles ;  she  opened 
fire  upon  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  but  at  first  the  shot  fell  short,  but  as  the  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie  neared  the  land  and  became  hemmed  in  by  it,  the  shot  from  the 
war  vessel,  which  had  gradually  neared  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  fell  thickly 
around  her;  that  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  then  taken  to  within  four  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  shore,  notwithstanding  which  the  war  vessel,  which  had  now 
approached  within  a  mile  of  her,  continued  to  pour  shot  and  shell  and  what  ap- 
peared to  be  grape  and  canister  into  the  Margaret  and  Jessie;  that  the  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie  continued  at  such  distance  of  four  hundred  yards  for  a  period 
of  an  hour  and  a  half  at  the  very  least,  during  all  which  time  the  war  vessel, 
which  was  not  at  any  time  a  mile  distant,  continued  incessantly  discharging 
shot,  shell,  and  what  appeared  to  be  grape  and  canister  at  the  Margaret  and 
Jessie;  that  during  this  latter  time  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  frequently  took  the 
ground,  until  a  spherical  seven-inch  shot  struck  her,  which  disabled  her,  caused 
her  immediately  to  take  the  ground,  fill  with  water,  and  sink,  she  then  being 
not  four  hundred  yards  from  the  beach,  so  near,  in  fact,  that  persons  on  the 
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beach  could  conyerse  witb  persons  on  board  tbe  said  vessel ;  that  so  soon  as  this 
occurred  the  vessel-of- war,  which  was  at  this  time  coasting  alone  with  the  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie,  headed  to  sea,  and  having  steamed  out  for  a  snort  time  came 
to  anchor,  and  the  parties  on  board  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  observing  that  boats 
were  about  to  be  sent  from  her,  and  fearing  that,  although  within  neutral  terri- 
tory, they  would  be  made  prisoners,  they  quitted  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and 
landed  on  the  shore,  and  armed  boats  were  seen  to  quit  the  war  vessel  and  pro- 
ceed towards  the  Margaret  and  Jessie;  that  the  said  declarant,  Fenn  Peck, 
found  that  only  eight  minutes  and  a  half  had  elapsed  from  the  time  these  armed 
boats  quitted  the  war  vessel  until  they  arrived  at  the  Margaret  and  Jessie;  and 
that  in  these  boats  were  officers  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  of  America;  and  having  rowed  round  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  they  re- 
turned to  the  vessel-of-war,  which  remained  at  anchor  until  dark,  after  which 
she  was  no  more  seen. 

FENN  PECK. 

M.  M.  KERB. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  eighth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me. 
.^^  1  B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

i^^^H  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


No.  11. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  twelfth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce  Lock- 
hart  Bumside,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  m  the  island  of  New  Provi- 
dence, personally  came  and  appeared  William  Wilson,  the  master  of  the  con- 
federate steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  Peter  Skues,  the  chief  engineer  of 
the  said  ship,  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declara- 
tion in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — that  the  pieces  of  iron  hereto  attached 
are  the  parts  of  the  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  which  were  struck  by  the 
shell  thrown  from  an  American  vessel-of-war,  causing  the  Margaret  and  Jessie 
to  sink  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  and  the  shell  also  hereto  at- 
tached is  the  shell  which  struck  and  entered  the  vessel ;  that  this  shell  passed 
through  the  skin  of  the  ship  of  plate-iron  half  an  inch  thick,  and  then  struck 
the  angle-iron  and  framing,  which  it  bent  and  shattered  as  they  appear  attached 
hereto;  that  this  angle-iron  was  torn  away  from  its  position  in  the  ship  by  the 
shell  which  passed  through  the  coal-bunkers,  also  of  plate-iron,  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  thick,  and  then  struck  tbe  boiler,  which  it  fractured  and  made  a  hole 
through,  from  which  water  and  steam  escaped  and  scalded  one  of  the  engineers, 
and  caused  every  one  to  escape  from  the  engine-room. 

And  the  said  Peter  Skues,  for  himself,  declares  that  the  escape  of  steam  was 
so  great  that  it  became  impossible  for  any  one  to  enter  the  engine-room  to  stop 
the  engines,  and  consequently  the  engines,  although  the  vessel  was  on  the 
ground,  continued  to  work  until  the  whole  of  the  steam  had  escaped,  and  the 
ship's  fires  had  been  put  out  by  the  water  which  entered  from  the  hole  in  the 
side  of  the  ship. 

WILLIAM  WILSON. 
PETER  SKUES. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  twelfth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me. 
r         ,  B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

l^^^^J  Notary  Public,  Bahamoi. 
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No.  12. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

We,  the  undersigned  ship-builders,  engineers,  and  shipmasters,  having  been 
called  upon,  at  the  instance  of  the  owners  of  the  confederate  steamship  Margaret 
and  Jessie,  latelj  damaged  and  injured  by  shell  shot  firom  an  American  vessel- 
of- war,  and  thereby  sunk  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  to  examine 
and  survey  the  said  ship  as  she  now  lies  in  the  harbor  of  Nassau,  and  to  report 
on  the  injuries  she  has  sustained,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  such  repairs  as  would 
be  necessary,  have  now  the  honor  to  report,  that  having  gone  on  board  the  said 
steamship  we  carefully  examined  her,  and  found  that  the  steamship  had  been 
struck  by  a  shell  on  the  forward  side  of  the  paddle-wheel,  on  the  starboard  side, 
but  which  had  not  passed  into  the  ship ;  that  another  shell  had  struck  the  ship 
on  the  starboard  side,  abaft  the  paddle-shaft,  had  passed  through  the  side  and 
carried  away  the  angle-irons  and  struck  against  the  boiler,  which  it  fractured, 
and  greatly  deranged  the  machineiy ;  that  in  consequence  of  th^  vessel  lying 
upon  the  ground,  where  she  was  full  of  water,  she  had  become  greatly  strained ; 
wherefore  we  recommend  that  the  engines  be  taken  apart  in  order  that  the  sole- 
plate  may  be  carefully  examined ;  that  the  pipe  and  boiler  be  made  good ;  that 
the  plates  of  iron  which  have  been  broken  by  the  shot  passing  through  be 
renewed,  and  the  ship  refastened  where  it  is  required ;  that  in  consequence  of 
the  great  strain  to  which  the  ship  has  been  subjected,  that  she  be  thoroughly 
overhauled,  and  the  deck  recalked  and  secured ;  and  as  there  are  no  appliances 
in  Nassau  by  which  these  repairs  could  be  effected,  we  recommend  that  she  be 
taken  to  some  port  where  she  could  be  docked.  And  we  estimate  the  probable 
cost  of  the  repairs  which  we  have  reported  to  be  necessary  at  fourteen  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  eleventh  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

FENN  PECK, 
Late  Master  Sfeamihip  Leopard. 
rsEALsl  T.J.  WATERS, 

LJ?«Awi.j  Commanding  Steamship  Flora. 

J.  J.  FINLAYSON, 
JAMES  H.  HOOD, 
Steamship  Engineers. 

Declared  to,  this  eleventh  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me. 

B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 
Surveyors'  fee,  £2  2s  each. 


No.  13. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce  Lock- 
hart  Burnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted 
and  swoni,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  John  B.  Lafitte,  of  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  merchant>  the  agent  of  the  owners  of  the  confederate  steamship 
Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  the  Hon.  George  David  Harris,  of  the  said  citv,  mer- 
chant, and  one  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Adderly  &  Company,  merchants,  the  con- 
signees of  the  said  steamship,  who  did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration  being 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in 
lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases— 
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That  these  declarants  have  great  knowledge  and  experience  in  matters  re- 
lating to  shipping  transactions  between  this  port  of  Nassau  and  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

And  these  declarants  do  farther  declare,  that  the  current  rate  of  freight  in  a 
steamship  from  the  port  of  Nassau  to  a  confederate  port  is  sixty  pounds  sterling 
per  ton,  and  that  the  rate  of  freight  in  the  steamship  Mai^aret  and  Jessie  from 
the  port  of  Nassau  to  a  confederate  port  has  never  been  less  than  sixty  pounds 
sterling  per  ton,  payable  in  advance  at  the  port  of  Nassau,  ship  lost  or  not  lost, 
and  that  more  freight  for  each  voyage  could  have  been  obtained  than  was 
required. 

And  these  declarants  did  farther  declare,  that  the  rate  of  freight  chargeable 
upon  small  quantities  of  cotton  shipped  from  the  ports  of  the  confederacy  to  the 
port  of  Nassau  is  five  pence  sterling  per  pound  weight,  but  small  quantities  of 
cotton  are  only  carried  as  a  special  favor,  and  not  as  an  ordinary  shipment,  and 
that  for  large  quantities  of  cotton  the  rate  of  ten  pence  sterlinff  per  pound  weight 
has  frequently  been  offered,  and  could  easily  be  obtained  as  n-eight. 

And  these  declarants  did  further  declare,  that  the  net  registered  British  ton- 
nage of  the  said  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  three  hundred  and  twelve 
tons,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  her  British  registry ;  and  that  the  net  re- 
gistered confederate  tonnage  of  the  said  steamship  is  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  tons,  as  appears  by  her  confederate  register. 

JOHN  B.  LAFITTE. 
GEORGE  D.  HARRIS. 

Declared  to  at  Nassau  this  second/lay  of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

fsEAL  1  ^-  ^'  BURNSIDE, 

^         '-'  Notary  PubliCf  Bahamas. 


No.  14. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce 
Lockhart  Burnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  In  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  the  Hon.  George  David  Harris, 
of  the  said  city  of  Nassau,  merchant,  one  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Adderly  & 
Company,  merchants  of  the  said  city  of  Nassau,  who  did  declare — such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declara- 
tion in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases '— 

That  he,  the  declarant,  is  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Henry  Adderly  & 
Company,  of  this  city  of  Nassau,  and  the  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  were  the 
consignees  of  the  confederate  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  on  a  voyage  of 
the  said  steamship  during  the  month  of  May  last,  from  the  port  of  Charleston, 
in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  this  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  prosecution 
of  which  voyage  the  said  steamship  was  sunk  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  of 
Eleuthera,  one  of  these  islands,  she  being  then  laden  with  a  cargo  of  cotton. 

That  as  fcuch  consignee  as  aforesaid,  the  mercantile  house  of  Henry  Adderly 
&  Company'  received  in  the  regular  order  of  mercantile  transactions  the  invoices 
and  bills  of  lading  of  the  cargo  of  cotton  so  laden  on  board  of  the  said  steam- 
ship, from  which  it  appears  that  tiie  said  cargo  consisted  oi  twenty-eight  bales  of 
sea  island  cotton,  weighing  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds, 
and  the  cost  thereof  in  Charleston  seventeen  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents;  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  bales  of 
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apland  cotton,  weighing  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  fire  hundred  and 
four  pounds,  and  the  cost  thereof  in  Charleston  one  hundred  and  forty-nine 
thousand  and  sixtj-four  dollars  fourteen  cents;  making  in  all  tlie  gross  weight 
of  cotton  shipped  as  aforesaid  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds,  which  cost  the  total  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  seventy-seven  cents. 

GEORGE  1).  HARRIS. 

Declared  to  at  Nassau  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

fsEALl  ^-  ^'  BURNSIDE. 

^         *-'  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


No.  15. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce 
Lockhart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island 
of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  John  B.  Lafitte,  merchant 
of  this  city  of  Nassau,  who  did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration  being  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu 
of  an  oath  in  certain  cases. — 

That  he,  the  declarant  is  the  agent  at  Nassau  for  the  owners  of  the  confed- 
erate merchant  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  formerly  the  British  steamship 
•  Douglas.  That  the  said  steamship  cleared  from  this  port  of  Nassau  on  the 
twenty- third  day  of  January  last  past,  William  Wilson  being  the  master, 
for  the  port  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick ;  but,  as  this  declarant  verily  be- 
lieves, proceeded  direct  for  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, one  of  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  declared  to  be  block- 
aded by  the  United  States  of  America,  and  duly  arrived  at  the  said  port  of 
Charleston.  That  at  the  said  port  of  Charleston  the  said  steamship  was  regis- 
tered in  the  name  of  George  Alfred  Treuholm,  a  citizen  of  the  said  Confederate 
tates,  as  the  owner  of  her,  and  her  name  was  changed  from  the  Douglas  to  the 
Margaret  and  Jessie. 

And  this  declarant  further  declares  that  the  said  steamship  was  employed  in 
making  regular  voyages  between  this  port  of  Nassau  and  the  blockaded  ports  of 
the  confederacy,  and  cleared  from  this  port  of  Nassau  for  the  port  of  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  on  the  following  days,  viz : 

On  the  23d  day  of  January,  1863;  on  the  23d  day  of  February,  1863;  on 
the  2l8t  day  of  March,  1863;  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1863;  on  the  16th  day 
of  May,  1863. 

That  on  quitting  the  port  of  Nassau  on  each  of  the  days  last  above  named, 
the  said  steamship  proceeded  at  once  for  a  blockaded  port  in  the  confederacy, 
at  which  she  duly  arrived  and  returned  at  once  with  cargoes  of  cotton  to  this 
port  of  Nassau,  at  which  port  she  duly  entered  on  the  days  and  with  the  cargoes, 
following,  that  is  to  say:  On  the  17th  day  of  February,  1863,  from  the  port 
of  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of  592  bales  cf  cotton ;  on  the  14th  day  of  March, 
1863,  from  the  port  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of  861  bales  of  cotton ;  on  the 
11th  day  of  April,  1863,  from  the  port  of  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of  821  bales 
of  cotton;  on  the  11th  day  of  May,  1863,  from  the  port  of  Wilmington,  with 
a  cargo  of  684  bales  of  cotton ;  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1863,  from  ^e  port  of 
Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of  756  bales  of  cotton.  All  which  cargoes  of  cotton 
were  duly  landed  and  delivered  at  this  port  of  Nassau  in  good  and  merchantable 
condition  except  the  last,  which  was  damaged. 
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And  this  declarant  farther  declares,  that  on  each  of  the  ahove  named  vojares 
from  this  port  to  the  blockaded  ports  of  the  confederacy,  the  said  steamship 
Margaret  and  Jessie  was  laden  to  her  fall  capacity  with  an  assorted  cargo  of 
valaable  merchandise,  a  large  portion  of  which  was  shipped  by  this  declarant, 
consigned  to  the  port  of  Charleston  or  Wilmington ;  and  that  on  each  voyage, 
he,  the  declarant,  wrote  letters  directed  to  the  said  George  Alfred  Trenholm, 
and  other  persons  in  the  confederacy,  all  which  letters  were  daly  received  and 
answered  by  the  parties  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and  acknowledgments 
of  the  receipt  of  the  goods  shipped  by  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  also  given  to 
this  declarant,  from  which  and  other  conclasive  circamstances  this  declarant 
can  declare  that  the  said  steamship  did  enter  the  port  of  Charleston  on  foor 
different  voyages  in  the  present  year,  as  hereinbefore  is  set  forth,  and  did 
enter  the  port  of  Wilmington  on  one  voyage  in  the  present  year,  as  is  also  set 
forth,  and  did  at  those  ports  respectively  take  on  board  the  respective  cargoes 
of  cotton  which  were  delivered  to  this  port  of  Nassaa. 

J.  B.  LAFITTE. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassaa,  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me. 

fsEAL  I  ■^-  ^-  BURNSIDE, 

^        *-'  Notary  Public,  Bahamas, 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Brace  Lockhart  Bomside,  a  notary 
pabli6,  by  lawfal  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and 
practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassaa,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby 
certify  the  foregoing  to  be  true  copies  of  notarial  declarations,  duly  made  and 
declared  before  me  by  the  parties  within  named,  and  also  of  a  protest  duly  noted 
before  me,  and  a  certificate  of  survey  also  made  and  declared  before  me  by  the 
parties  therein  named,  as  the  same  remain  of  record  in  my  official  notarial  record- 
books  pa^  138  to  page  174,  and  page  184  to  page  194. 

In  faith  and  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
seal  of  office  at  Nassaa,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  this  second  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 
fsBALl  B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

*-         '■•  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  colo- 
nial secretary  for  these  Bahama  islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bruce  Lockhart 
Bumside,  who  attests  as  a  notary  public  the  foregoing  paper  writings,  is  in  truth 
and  in  fact  a  notary  public,  duly  authorized  and  empowered,  and  that  all  faith 
and  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be,  ^ven  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  Nassau,  the  third  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

C.  R.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretofy. 


Bahama  Islands  : 

By  his  excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  esquire,  companion  of  the 
[seal.]  most  honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  in 
and  over  the  said  islands,  chancellor,  vice-admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the 
same. 
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To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  greeting :  Be  it  known  that  the 
honorable  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  sub- 
scribed, was,  on  the  daj  of  the  date  uiereof,  and  now  is,  colonial  secretary  for 
the  said  Bahama  islands ;  therefore,  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be 
had  and  given  to  the  said  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  hereunto 
a£Sxed,  at  Nassau,  N.  P.,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in  the  twenty- 
seventh  year  of  her  Majestv's  reign. 

C.  J.  BAYLEY. 

By  his  excellency's  command  : 

C.  R.  Mbsbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  16. 

Bahama  Islands,  Eleuthera: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -three,  personally  came  and  appeared  be- 
fore me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed, 
dnly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
islajid  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands,  William  Hanna,  <^ 
James's  Point,  in  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands,  farmer, 
who,  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  solemnly  declared  (such  dcclarati<m 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  islands  for  substituting  a 
declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  in  manner  following,  that  is  to 
Bay: 

I  reside  at  James's  Point,  a  settlement  on  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the 
Bahama  islands.  I  am  a  farmer,  but  occasionally  go  to  sea.  The  settlement  of 
James's  Point  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  south  by  the  sea,  being  about  two 
miles  ill  width,  that  is,  from  north  to  south. 

On  Saturday  morning  past,  the  thirteenth  day  of  May  last,  I  left  my  res- 
idence at  James's  Point  in  my  boat,  on  the  south  side  of  the  settlement,  for  the 
purpose  of  fishing.  Thomas  Mackey,  a  resident  of  the  said  settlement,  went 
with  me.  After  fishing  for  some  time  we  started  on  our  return  home.  When 
we  were  about  a  mile  from  the  settlement  I  heard  the  reports  of  several  heavy 
guns,  the  same  seeming  to  be  fired  from  a  northeasterly  direction.  When  about 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  place  where  I  intended  to  land  in  order  to  proceed 
to  my  house,  I  heard  ihe  report  of  a  gun,  and  about  five  or  six  seconds  after  a 
cannon  shot  went  past  the  boat  in  which  we  were,  and  fell  in  the  water  (having 
come  across  the  land  in  a  northeasterly  direction)  about  thirty  yards  from  a  boat 
in  which  one  Theodore  Cuvillier,  of  the  same  settlements,  was. 

I  landed  at  the  settlement  about  three  o'clock  on  this  day,  Saturday,  the 
thirteenth,  and  on  landing  was  informed  that  a  steamer  was  on  shore  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  settlement.  Upon  hearing  this,  I  climbed  to  the  roof  of  my 
house,  which  is  about  thirty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  on  looking  across 
the  land  to  the  northern  side  of  the  settlement  I  saw  two  steamers,  one  of  them 
being  ashore  on  a  reef  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  and  the  other 
lying  to,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  one  on  shore,  wiUi  an  American 
flag  flying  from  her  main  peak.    The  steamer  on  shore  had  no  flag  flying. 

I  then  came  down  from  the  roof  of  my  house  and  proceeded,  in  company  with 
several  others,  to  the  beach  on  the  northern  side  of  the  settlement,  where  I 
found  two  ladies  and  several  gentlemen  who  had  just  landed  from  the  steamer 
on  shore  on  the  reef.  The  captain,  mates,  and  crew  of  the  said  steamer  landed 
while  I  was  there. 
28  c  • 
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After  I  had  been  on  the  beach  aboat  two  hours,  two  boats  pat  off  from  the 
steamer  with  the  American  flag  fljing*  and  came  to  the  steamer  on  shore,  rowed 
aronnd  her  and  then  retnmed.  Both  of  these  boats  had  American  flags  in 
their  sterns.  An  ofBcer  was  in  each  boat,  having  gold  lace  on  his  cap  and 
gold  buttons  on  his  coat.  There  were  guns  on  board  of  the  steamer  with  the 
American  flag  flying.  I  could  see  them  run  out  through  the  pert-holes  in  her 
side.  I  could  plainly  see  the  men  moving  about  her  deck.  I  should  say  she 
was  about  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  shore.  She  remained  in  the  posi- 
tion and  place  that  I  have  described  until  dark.    I  did  not  notice  when  she  left. 

his 
WILLIAM  +  HANNA. 
mark. 
Declared  to  before  me  this  fourtfi  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM. 

Notary  Public^  Bakanuu. 


No.  17. 
Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  personally  came  and  appeared  before 
me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed, 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing;  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands,  Theodore  Guvillier,  of 
James's  Point,  in  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands, 

Slanter,  who,  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  did  solemnly  declare,  such 
eciaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  islands,  made 
for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say :  I  live  at  a  settlement  called  James's  Point,  on  the 
island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands.  On  Saturday,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  May  last,  I  was  out  in  a  boat  fishing,  on  the  southern  side  of  the  settle- 
ment ;  the  settlement  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  south  by  the  sea,  and  the 
distance  across,  that  is,  from  the  north  to  the  south  side,  is  about  two  miles. 
While  I  was  fishing  I  heard  the  reports  of  several  guns.  I  immediately  went 
on  shore  on  the  southern  side  of  the  settlement,  proceeded  to  a  hill  nearly  over 
to  the  northern  side,  and  climbed  up  a  tree  in  oraer  that  I  might  see  the  vessel 
from  which  I  supposed  the  guns  were  being  fired.  On  looking  out  to  sea  I 
saw  two  steamers ;  one  of  them  having  paddle-boxes  was  steaming  down  oat- 
side  of  a  reef  which  is  about  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  yards  from  the 
shore,  and  the  other,  without  paddle-boxes,  also  steaming  down  outside  of  the 
reef  about  five  or  six  hundred  yards  from  the  first  steamer.  The  steamer  far^ 
thest  out  was  firing  at  the  inner  one.  I  could  see  the  smoke  come  from  her  side, 
and  hear  the  report  of  the  guns  as  they  went  off.  She  would  fire  first  frx>m  one 
side  a  broadside,  and  then  turn  and  fire  from  the  other  side.  I  could  see  the 
shot  from  these  guns  fall  on  the  land  about  three  hundred  yards  from  where  I 
was  up  the  tree.  I  was  about  half  a  mile  from  the  settlement  On  seeing  the 
shot  fall  so  near,  I  jumped  from  the  tree,  ran  to  the  southern  shore,  and  got  into 
my  boat  to  come  home.  While  I  was  coming  down  to  my  house  in  the  boat,  I 
heard  a  gun  go  off  in  the  direction  of  the  two  steamers,  and  a  cannon  ball  passed 
over  my  head  and  fell  in  the  sea  about  thirty  yards  from  the  boat  in  which  I 
was.  I  fell  down  in  the  boat  from  the  shock.  On  Saturday  evening  after  I 
came  home  I  went  over  to  the  northern  side  of  the  settlement.  On  the  beach 
I  saw  a  steamer  on  shore,  on  the  reef,  and  one  lying  to,  about  five  or  six  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  one  on  the  reef.    They  were  the  same  steamers  that  I  had 
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seen  running  down  outside  in  the  morning  when  I  was  up  the  tree.  I  did  not 
staj  lon^  on  the  heach,  but  soon  returned  home.  The  steamer  that  was  lying 
to  had  an  American  flag  flying.     I  do  not  know  when  she  left. 

his 

THEODORE  +  CUVILLIER. 

mark. 

Declared  to  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public^  Bahamas. 


No.  18.  • 
Bahama  Islands,  Eleuthera: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  th'S  fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  personally  came  and  appeared 
before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of 
Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands, 
Thomas  Mackey,  of  James's  Point,  in  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said 
Bahama  islands,  planter,  who,  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  did  solemnly 
declare  (such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama 
islands,  made  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases) 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say :  On  Saturday  morning  last,  the  30th  day 
of  May  past,  I  was  out  fishing  on  the  southern  side  of  the  settlement  called 
James's  Point,  on  the  island  of  Eleuthera.  I  am  a  resident  of  the  settlement. 
I  was  out  fishing  with  William  Hanna,  another  resident  of  the  settlement. 
Just  as  we  started  to  return  home,  about  one  o'clock,  I  heard  the  reports  of 
several  heavy  guns.  The  sound  came  from  the  northeast,  across  the  island  of 
Eleuthera.  When  the  boat  was  about  three  miles  from  the  settlement,  and 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore  on  the  southern  side,  I  heard  the  report  <^ 
another  gun,  and  saw  a  cannon  shot  come  over  and  fall  on  the  land.  We  kept 
on  in  the  boat,  and  when  about  half  a  mile  from  the  settlement  I  again  heard 
the  report  of  a  gun,  and  saw  a  cannon  shot  fall  in  the  water  about  sixty  or 
seventy  yards  ahead  of  the  boat  in  which  we  were,  and  very  near  a  boat  in 
which  Theodore  Guvillier,  of  the  same  settlement,  was.  After  I  landed  from 
fishing  I  walked  over  to  the  beach  on  the  northern  side,  which  beach  is  about 
two  miles  from  the  southern  shore.  Upon  reaching  there,  I  saw  a  steamer  on 
the  reef  about  four  htmdred  yards  from  the  shore.  I  also  saw  a  steamer  lying 
to  outside  of  the  reef,  about  six  or  seven  hundred  yards  from  it.  She  had  an 
American  flag  flying.  I  could  see  guns  on  board  of  her  run  out  through  the 
port-holes.  I  saw  two  boats  come  from  her  and  row  around  the  steamer  that 
was  on  shore.  Officers  were  in  those  boats.  They  had  gold  lace  around  their 
caps*    The  steamer  left  about  eight  o'clock  that  night. 

THOMAS  MACKEY. 

Declared  to  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM. 

Notary  PubHc,  Bahamas. 


No.  19. 


Bahama  Islands,  Eleuthera : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  personally  came  and  appeared 
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before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  tbe  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  ProTidence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  isUnds,  Samuel  Mackey,  of 
James's  Point,  in  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands, 
planter,  who  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare — such  decla- 
ration being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  islands  for 
substituting  a  declaration  in  Heu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — in  manner  fi^owing, 
that  is  to  aay  : 

I  am  a  planter  and  reside  at  James's  Point,  in  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of 
the  Bahama  islands.  On  Saturday,  the  thirtieth  day  of  May  last  past,  I  was 
out  fishing  on  the  southern  side  of  the  settlement.  The  settlement  is  about 
two  miles  wide  from  north  to  south.  While  out  fishing  I  heard  the  report  of 
several  heavy  guns  from  the  northeast.  On  returning  to  the  shore,  being  about 
three  yards  from  it,  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and  saw  a  cannon  ball  fall  on 
the  land  in  the  middle  of  tbe  settlement  where  the  houses  are  built.  I  found  a 
portion  of  the  shot  to-day,  in  the  place  where  I  saw  it  fall. 

*  his 

SAMUEL  4-  MACKEY. 
mark. 
Declared  to  before  me  this  fourth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM. 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


No.  20. 
Bahama  Islands,  Eleuthera  : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- three,  personally  came  and  appeared 
before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed, 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
i.*dand  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  iplands,  Jane  Hanna,  of 
James's  Point,  in  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands,  who 
of  her  own  free  will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration  being 
made  io  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  islands  made  for  substituting  a 
declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — in  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say: 

I  live  at  James's  Point,  in  the  island  of  Eleuthera.  On  Saturday,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  May  last,  I  was  in  my  house  at  James's  Point,  when  I  heard  guns  firing 
from  the  sea.  I  looked  out  of  the  door  of  my  house,  the  northern  one ;  the 
house  is  on  a  hill,  about  two  miles  from  the  shore,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
settlement  I  can  see  the  sea  from  the  door.  I  saw  a  steamer  passing  up 
along  the  shore,  firing  guns.  I  left  my  house  and  went  on  a  hill  near,  when  I 
saw  another  steamer  ahead,  at  which  the  other  was  firing.  I  watched  them  for 
some  time,  when  the  inner  steamer  turned  and  came  down.  I  then  saw  the  one 
that  had  been  firing  also  turn  and  commence  to  fire  at  her.  Several  of  the  shot 
I  saw  fall  on  the  land.  I  entered  my  house,  when  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun 
and  something  struck  on  the  roof  of  the  house.  I  looked  out  of  the  door  and 
saw  the  steamer  that  had  been  firing  before  opposite  my  house,  and  clouded  wiih 
smoke. 

I  went  over  to  the  northern  shore  in  the  evening  and  saw  one  of  the  steamers 
on  shore,  and  the  other,  the  one  that  had  been  firing  guns,  lying  to  outside  of 
her,  with  a  flag  flying.  I  do  not  know  the  flag,  of  what  nation  it  was.  It  had 
red  and  white  stripes. 

JANE  HANNA. 

Peitlared  to  before  me,  this  fourth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM,  Notary  PuhUe,  Bahama*. 
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No.  21. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

^  Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  tenth  day  of  June,  m  tibe  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thooBand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  personally  came  and  appeared  be- 
fore me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed^ 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  one  of  the  said  Bahama  islands,  Charles  Rutledge 
Bumside,  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman, 
who,  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  did  solemnly  declare— such  dedaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  islands  made  for  substitu- 
ting a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases— in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say :  That  he,  declarant,  was,  on  the  4th  day  of  June  instant,  at  a 
town  on  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  known  as  James*s  Cistern,  in  the  vicinity  of 
James's  Point ;  that  the  declarant  had  heard  that  shot  and  shell  thrown  from  a 
vessel-of-war  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  had  struck  the  ground  near  the 
town,  and  Samuel  Mackey,  a  resident  of  the  town,  pointed  out  to  him  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  the 
trees  which  had  been  destroyed  and  the  marks  on  the  earth  and  stones  caused 
by  the  missiles  which  had  struck  them ;  that  the  declarant  while  inspecting  the 
spots  pointed  out  by  the  said  Samuel  Mackey  picked  up  the  smaller  of  the  tw« 
pieces  of  shell  hereto  attached,  and  Samuel  Mackey  also  picked  up  in  the  pres- 
ence of  this  declarant  the  other  piece ;  that  both  of  such  pieces  remained  in  the 
possession  of  this  declarant,  and  were  by  him  delivered  to  the  notary  public  t^ 
be  attached  to  this  declaration,  which  he,  the  notary,  has  done  in  the  declarant's 
presence. 

C.  R.  BURNSIDE. 

Declared  to  before  me  this  tenth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM. 
^  "Notary  Public,  B€iham€U. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

To  all  to  whom  those  presents  shall  come :  I,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  no- 
tary public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing 
and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  paper  writings  are  true  copies  of  notarial 
declarations  made  before  me  by  the  several  parties  therein  respectively  named, 
as  the  same  remain  of  record  in  my  notarial  register-book  A,  pages  9  to  25. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  notarial,  the 
r  n         second  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

'  '-I        hundred  and  sixty-three. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 
Notary  Publie,  Bdhamat. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  colonial 
secretary  of  the  Bahama  islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcom, 
who  attests  the  fore^ing  paper  writings  as  a  notary  public,  is  in  truth  and  in 
fact  a  notary  public  of  the  said  Bahama  islands,  and  that  all  due  faith  and  credit 
are  and  ought  to  be  given  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  second  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

C.  R.  NESBITT, 
Colonial  Secretary , 
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Bahamas  Islands : 

Bj  his  excellency  Charles  John  Baylej,  esqnire,  companion  of  the  most  hon- 
r  ■»  orable  Order  of  the  Bath,  governor  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over 

ISBAL.J  ^^^  g^j^  islands,  chancellor,  vice-admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the  same.    , 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  Be  it  known  that  the  honorable 
Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  subscribed,  was  on 
the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  colonial  secretary  for  the  said  Bahama 
iiilands ;  therefore,  all  due  faith  and  credit  are,  and  ought  to  be,  had  and  given  to 
the  said  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  hereunto 
affixed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in 
the  twenty-seventh  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign. 

C.  J.  BATLET. 

By  his  excellency's  command  : 

C.  R.  Nbsbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  22. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  twelfth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce 
Lockhart  Burnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island 
of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  William  Wilson,  the  master 
of  the  confederate  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  Peter  Skues,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  said  ship,  who,  of  their  own  fi-ee  will,  did  solemnly  declare — 
sach  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  sub- 
stituting a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — that  the  pieces  of  iron 
hereto  attached  are  the  parts  of  the  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  which  were 
struck  by  the  shell  thrown  from  an  American  vessel-of-war,  causing  the  Margaret 
and  Jessie  to  sink  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  of  Eleuthera ;  and  the  sheU, 
also  hereto  attached,  is  the  shell  which  struck  and  entered  the  vessel.  That 
this  shell  passed  through  the  skin  of  the  ship,  of  plate-iron  half  an  inch  thick, 
and  then  struck  the  angle-iron  and  framing,  which  it  bent  and  shattered,  as  they 
appear  attached  hereto ;  that  this  angle-iron  was  torn  away  from  its  position  in 
the  ship  by  the  shell  which  passed  through  the  coal  bunkers,  also  of  plate-iron 
quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  and  then  struck  the  boiler,  which  it  fractured  and  made 
a  hole  through,  from  which  water  and  steam  escaped  and  scalded  one  of  the 
engineers  and  caused  every  one  to  escape  from  the  engine-room. 

And  the  said  Peter  Skues  for  himself  declares  that  the  escape  of  steam  was 
so  great  that  it  became  impossible  for  any  one  to  enter  the  engine-room  to  stop 
the  engines,  and  consequently  the  engines,  although  the  vessel  was  on  the 
ground,  continued  to  work  until  the  whole  of  the  steam  had  escaped  and  the 
ship's  fires  had  been  put  out  by  the  water,  which  entered  from  the  hole  in  the 
side  of  the  ship. 

WM.  WILSON. 
PETER  SKUES. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  twelfth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me. 

fsBAL  ]  ^-  ^-  BURNSIDE, 

^         'J  Notary  Public,  Bahamas* 
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No.  23. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

,  Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  tenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoofland  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  personally  came  and  appeared  before 
me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed, 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid,  Charles  Rutledge  Bumside,  of  the  city  of 
Nassau,  in  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  gentleman,  who  of  his  own  free 
-will  and  accord  did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration  being  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  of  the  Bahama  islands  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an 
oath  in  certain  cases — in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 

lliat  he,  the  declarant,  was,  on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  instant,  at  a  town 
on  the  island  of  Eleuthera  known  as  James's  Cistern,  in  the  vicinity  of  James's 
Point.  That  he,  the  declarant,  had  heard  that  shot  and  shell  thrown  from  a 
vessel-of-war  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  had  struck  the  ground  near  to  the 
town,  and  Samuel  Mackey,  a  resident  Df  the  town,  pointed  out  to  him  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  town,  trees 
which  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  marks  on  the  earth  and  stones  caused  by 
the  missiles  which  had  struck  them.  That  the  declarant,  whilst  inspecting  the 
^pots  pointed  out  by  the  said  Samuel  Mackey,  picked  up  the  smaller  of  the  two 
pieces  of  shell  hereto  attached,  and  Samuel  Mackey  also  picked  up,  in  the 
presence  of  the  declarant,  the  other  piece.  That  both  of  such  pieces  remained 
in  the  possession  of  this  declarant,  and  were  by  him  delivered  to  the  notary 

Sublic  to  be  attached  to  this  declaration,  which  he,  the  notary,  has  done  in  the 
eclarant's  presence. 

0.  R.  BURNSIDE. 
Declared  to  before  me  this  tenth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1863. 

r^^ ,  ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

^         *J  Notary  Publicy  Bdhamoi. 


No.l. 
Claim  of  George  Alfred  Trenholnif  of  Charleston,  8.  C, 

Against  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  through  the  agencies 
and  under  the  plighted  guarantees  assumed  by  her  Britsnnia  Mijesty's 
government  in  its  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States  as  belligerents,  and 
its  avowal  of  neutrality  in  the  contest  between  the  said  Confederate  States 
and  the  said  United  States. 

£         «.  d. 

Amount  of   salary  and  expenses  paid  by  Messrs.  Henry, 

Adderly  &  Co.,  as  per  their  account  marked  A 11, 198  17  7 

Actual  loss  on  cargo,  as  shown  by  statement  marked  B  and  the 

accompanying  documents 17, 532  05  0 

Cost  of  repairs  as  estimated  by  board  of  surveyors,  as  shown 

by  certified  copy  of  survey 14, 000  00  0 

Loss  of  freight  for  one  round  voyage,  as  shown  by  statement  C 

and  accompanying  documents 26, 407  04  2 

69, 138  06  9 


GEORGE  A.  TRENHOLM, 
By  his  agent,  JOHN  B.  LAPITTE. 
Nassau,  N  P.,  July  3, 1863. 
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No.  2— A. 

Tke  oumcrs  and  others  interested  in  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  stranded  at 
Eleuthera,  To  Henry  Adderly  if  Co.,  Dr. 
1863. 
June  29.  To  paid  salvage  and  expensea  instance  court,  vice  ad-        <£      #.  d. 
miraltj 6,848     7     3 

Proctor 106     0     0 

Begistrar's  fees,  decree  and  statement  of  sal- 

yage 10  17    4 

Gnrrj  hire  of  veesd  to  bring  pilot  and  engi- 
neers to  Nassao ..  ^ 7  13    0 

Extra  compensation  to  crew 1, 020  16    8 

Extra  compensation  to  Bahama  pilot 88  10  10 

New  Providence  Asylum's  account  vs.  Thos. 
Russell,  scalded  hj  water  escaped  from 
boiler 1  17    6 

Dr.  Ghipman's  account,  attendance  on  Thomas 
Russell 9  11    3 

Hire  schooner  Violin • 7  10    0 

Charter  steamer  Raccoon,  to  proceed  to  wreck, 

including  risk  of  capture 1, 500  00    0 

0.  D.  Malcolm,  notary  public,  bill  for  fees, 
&c.,  taking  depositions  and  ftimishing 
copies  of  same 74  15    9 

B.  L.  Bumside,  attomej  and  notary  public, 
bill  of  fees  for  preparing  documents,  &e., 
forclaun 233     2    6 

Surveyor's  fees 8    8    0 

Our  commission  on  disburse- 
ments  <£9,916  9  1         495  16    6 

Our  agency  commission  on 
gross  safes  at  auction,  say 
5  per  cent,  on 15,732  18        786  12    0 

11, 198  17    7 

Beoeived  payment  of  

JOHN  B.  LAPITTE,  Esq., 
Agent/or  the  owners,  Henry  Adderly  4*  Co* 


No.  3. 
In  the  vice-admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas. 

Bbnjamin  Ingraham  and  others 
vs, 
Thb  Oonfbdbratb  Stbamship  Mar-  i    r^  , 
GARBT  AND  Jbssib,  whcreof  WU-  f    »**^*8®- 
11am  Wilson  was  master,  her  tackle, 
&C.,  her  cargo,  &c. 

Decree* 

On  the  30th  of  May  last,  the  confederate  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie, 
with  a  cargo  of  760  bales  of  cotton,  having  been  chased  and  fired  at  by  a  United 
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States  cruiser,  received  a  shot,  which  perforating  her  helow  the  water-line,  and 
injuring  her  hoiler,  she  was,  to  save  the  ship  and  the  lives  of  those  on  hoard  of 
her,  run  ashore  on  a  reef  near  James's  Point,  on  the  north  side  of  Eleuthenu 
The  vessel  immediately  filled  with  water.  The  passengers  and  crew  went  on 
shore ;  a  hoat  was  despatdied  to  Nassau  to  ohtain  assistance.  On  the  evening 
of  that  day  the  promoter  Stirrup  arrived  on  the  heach  opposite  the  ship,  which 
lay,  it  is  stated,  from  150  to  300  yards  froi;n  the  shore,  and  having  obtained  per- 
mission from  the  captain  of  the  steamer.  Stirrup  and  his  party,  amounting,  it  is 
alleged,  to  100  men.  commenced  to  unload  the  vessel,  having  first  laid  out  an 
ancnor  to  prevent  the  ship  from  running  on  the  reef.  The  weaker  was  moderate 
and  the  sea  smooth,  but  this  body  of  salvors,  having  no  boats  or  vessels,  threw 
the  bales  of  cotton  overboard,  and  rafted  them  to  the  shore  by  means  of  lines 
attached  to  them.  They  worked  all  night,  and  by  next  day,  Sunday,  the  31st, 
they  had  discharged  all  the  cargo  from  the  deck  of  the  steamer  and  most  of 
that  from  the  hold. 

The  engineers  of  the  ship  having  stopped  the  hole  in  the  vessel  which  had 
been  made  by  the  shot,  a  large  body  of  the  promoters  were  placed  at  the  pumps, 
and  another  party  baled  out  the  ship  by  means  of  buckets.  By  that  time  they 
had  been  joined  by  six  wrecking  schooners  from  Harbor  island,  and  a  general 
consortship  was  entered  into  by  all  the  parties. 

About  6  p.  m.  of  that  day  the  vessel  had  been  freed  of  much  of  the  water 
that  was  in  her,  and  a  heavy  anchor  belonging  to  one  of  the  wrecking  schooners 
having  been  carried  ott  with  a  hawser,  the  capstan  was  manned,  and  they  suc- 
ceeded in  hauling  the  vessel  off  the  reef.  Having  properly  secured  her,  they 
continued  through  the  night  freeing  her  from  water.  The  promoters  say  that 
from  the  peculiar  rig  of  the  said  steamship,  the  promoters  were  convinced 
that  they' could  not  bring  her  to  Nassau  under  sail,  and  they  again  availed  them- 
selves of  the  services  of  the  engineers  of  the  ship  to  stop  the  hole  in  the  ship's 
boiler,  the  promoters  agreeing,  if  they  succeeded  in  so  doing,  to  reward  them 
for  their  services.  At  about  1  p.  m.  the  following  day  the  vessel  was  so  £Bur 
dear  of  water  that  they  were  enabled  to  make  fires  in  the  ftimaces,  and  soon 
after  having  got  up  steam  they  shaped  their  course  for  Nassau,  and  arrived  here 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant.  Not  wishing  to  delay  the  steamship  in  so 
dangerous  a  place  as  the  north  side  of  £leuthera,  they  did  not  put  the  cotton 
in  her  there,  out  brought  it  down  in  the  wrecking  vessels  and  others  obtained 
for  the  purpose.  They  mention  that,  fearing  the  Raccoon,  a  steamer  which  had 
been  sent  from  Nassau  to  assist  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  which  they  saw 
on  the  passage  from  Eleuthera,  was  a  federal  vessel-of-war  in  chase  of  them, 
they  brought  the  steamer  through  some  intricate  channels  to  avoid  the  supposed 
danger,  and  brought  her.  down  through  the  same  passage. 

The  circumstance  of  the  Raccoon  being  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  Margaret 
and  Jessie  was  mentioned  by  the  Atomey  general  to  show  that  even  without 
the  assistance  of  the  wreckers  the  vessel  would  have  been  got  off.  I  know  an 
argument  frequently  used  on  the  part  of  salvors  is,  that  without  their  assistance 
the  owners  would  have  lost  the  whole  of  their  property.  This  consideration 
certainly  ought  to  have  the  effect  of  reconciling  the  owners  to  a  liberal  salvage 
remuneration  being  paid,  but  I  hardly  think  it  would  be  fair  to  make  any  dimi- 
nution in  the  rewtutl  to  be  given  to  salvors  because  other  means  of  assistance, 
of  which  neither  party  were  aware,  were  at  hand. 

It  is  averred  in  the  act  or  petition  that  the  promoters  employed  agreed  to  re- 
munerate the  engineers  of  the  vessel  for  repairing  the  injury  both  to  the  side 
of  the  vessel  and  to  the  boiler;  and  it  is  answered  oy  the  attorney  general  that 
no  agreement  of  the  kind  appears  in  evidence,  and  that  without  the  assistance 
of  the  engineers  the  promoters  could  not  have  saved  the  vessel. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  shot-hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  yessel  might 
have  been  stopped  by  the  promoters  sufficiently  to  have  got  the  vesBol  off  and 
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brought  her  to  Nassau ;  but  I  do  not  believe  they  could  have  repaired  the  boiler 
and  worked  the  engiueev  However,  whether  they  could  or  not,  I  cannot  con- 
sider the  repairs  as  having  been  made  by  them,  or  by  any  person  employed  by 
them.  The  engineers  belong  to  the  vessel.  They  are  the  servants  of  the  owners 
of  the  vessel,  and  it  is  their  bounden  duty,  without  any  extra  reward,  to  do  all 
that  may  be  in  their  power  to  save  the  ship  to  which  they  belong,  as  long  as 
any  part  of  her  holds  together.  They  could  not,  without  a  gross  dereliction  of 
duty,  have  refused  to  make  these  repairs.  If  the  salvors  think  proper  to  make 
them  any  present  out  of  their  salvage  reward,  that  is  a  matter  with  which  the 
court  have  nothing  to  do.  The  repairs,  then,  were  made  by  the  servants  of  the 
owners  of  the  steamship,  and  the  work  performed  by  the  promoters  was  tlie 
unlading  of  the  ship,  pumping  out  the  water,  hauling  her  off  the  reef,  piloting 
her  to  Nassau,  and  bringing  the  cargo  in  other  vessels  to  this  port.  No  doubt, 
where  the  steamer  lay  on  the  north  side  of  Eleuthera,  she  was  in  a  situation  of 
much  danger.  Had  any  bad  weather  occurred,  or  a  heavy  surf  set  in,  she 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  beaten  to  pieces.  The  salvors,  therefore,  de- 
served credit  for  the  promptitude  and  energy  with  which  they  unloaded  and 
pumped  her  out,  though  that,  of  course,  was  as  much  for  their  own  interest  as 
that  of  the  owners  of  the  property. 

It  was  stated  by  the  counsel  of  the  promoters  that,  under  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  reparation  would  no  doubt  be  made  by  the  American  government 
for  the  injury  done. 

I  express  no  opinion  on  this  point,  but  I  think  it  would  manifestly  be  unfair 
to  the  owners  in  the  slightest  degree  to  augment  the  scdvage  remuneration  on 
the  bare  possibility  of  their  being  reimbursed  in  the  way  alluded  to.  The  value 
of  the  ship  is  estimated  at  6ei2,000.  The  cargo  consisted  of  760  bales  of 
cotton.  The  value  of  this,  as  has  been  estimated  by  return  of  the  commissioner 
of  sales,  is  <£!  4,630  5#  0^,  making  a  total  of  .626,630  5s  Od. 

One  hundred  men  are  said  to  have  been  employed  from  the  shore,  and  six  vessels 
are  named,  but  the  number  of  seamen  they  contained  is  not  mentioned,  nor  the 
tonnage  given,  by  which  I  might  have  calculated  the  number  of  men  in  each 
crew.  From  the  wrecking  act,  I  have  supposed  the  whole  may  have  been  about 
seventy.  I  consider  this  as  but  a  case  of  ordinary  salvage,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances. On  this  amount  I  think  twenty-five  per  cent,  a  fair  remuneration.  The 
wreck  master  did  not  arrive  until  a  considerable  portion  of  the  cargo  had  been 
landed.     I  award  him  c£10,  costs  as  usual. 

I  would  have  made  a  distinction  between  the  property  saved  by  the  shore 
people  and  that  saved  by  the  wreckers ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  saved  by  each 
party  is  not  specified,  and  a  general  consortship  was  entered  into,  I  do  not  think 
that  now  necessary.  They  must  arrange  their  respective  proportions  among 
themselves.  ^ 

In  the  vice-admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas. 

Bbnjamin  Ingraham  and  others 

Thb  Confederate  Steamship  Margaret  anu  Jessie,  ^Salvage, 
whereof  William  Wilson  was  master,  her  tackle,  &c. 
cargo,  &c. 

I,  Joshua  Anderson  Brook,  registrar  of  the  vice-admiralty  court  of  the 
Bahamas,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  correct  copy  of  the 
interlocutory  decree  pronounced  in  the  above  case  by  the  honorable  the  judge 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three. 
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Given  at  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  our  aforesaid  court,  under  the  seal  thereof, 
r  1  this  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
'  J  dred  and  sixty-three,  and  of  our  reign  the  twenty-seventh. 

J.  A.  BROOK,  Regiit  ar,  J.  C.  V.  A. 


No.  4. 

In  the  vice-admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas. 
Benjamin  Inoraham  and  others 


The  Gonfbdbrate  Steamship  Maroaeet  and  Jessie, 
whereof  William  Wilson  was  master,  her  tackle,  &c, 
her  cargo,  &c 


Salvage. 


STATEMENT. 


Agreed  value  of  vessel c£12, 000  0  0 

Net  sales  of  cargo 14,  630  6  0 

26,630     5  0 
Salvage  thereon,  at  25  per  cent 6,657  11  8 


COSTS. 


Judge dei2  4  0 

Surrogate 1  12  0 

Registrar c£16    56  ) 

17  7  I 


Registrar's  poundage 56 

Marshal 

Promoter's  proctor. . . 
Respondent's  proctor 
Orier 


73    3  1 

11  10  8 

72     4  8 

69     5  4 

110 


Of  tiis c£24l     0  9 

25  per  cent.,  payable  hy  promoters 60     5  2 


Wreck  master's  fee. 


<£180  15  7 

.6,  838    7  3 
10    0  0 


Total  amount  paid  into  court  by  respondents 6, 848    7  3 


In  the  vice- admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas. 

Benjamin  Inoraham  and  others 
vs. 
The  Confederate  Steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  ^Salvage, 
whereof  William  Wilson  was  master,  her  tackle,  &c.,  her 
cargo,  &c 

I,  Joshua  Anderson  Brook,  register  of  the  vice  admiralty  court  of  the  Baha- 
mas, do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  true  statement  of  the 
amount  of  salvage  and  proportion  of  expenses  paid  into  court  by  the  respond- 
ents in  the  above  case. 
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Given  at  the  citj  of  Nassau,  in  our  aforesaid  court,  under  the  seal  there- 
[sEAL.j         of,  this  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of  our  reign  the  twenty-seventh. 

J.  A.  BROOK. 

Registrar  J.  C.  F.  A. 


No.  6— B. 


Statement  of  loss  sustained  on  cargo  of  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  by 
damage  caused  by  the  sinking  and  stranding  of  said  steamship : 
Value  of  SMd  cargo  in  Nassau,  if  landed  in  good  order,  as  shown 

by  the  declaration  of  Hon.  Geoi^  D.  Harris dZ2, 162  10  0 

Less  net  proceeds  of  sales  at  auction,  as  per  accompanying  ac- 
count sales 14,  630     5  0 

Actualloss 17,532     50 

GEORGE  A.  TRENHOUi, 
By  his  agent,  J.  B.  LAFITTE. 
Nassau,  N.  P.,  July  3,  1863. 


No,  6. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Pramdence : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- three,  before  me,  Bruce 
Lockhart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admit- 
ted and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  the  honorable  G^ige  David 
Harris,  of  the  said  city  of  Nassau,  merchant,  one  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Adderiy 
and  Company,  merchants  of  the  said  city  of  Nassau,  who  did  declare — such  deo- 
laration  being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a 
declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases — 

That  the  declarant  is  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Henry  Adderly  and 
Company,  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  and  the  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  were  the 
consignees  of  the  confederate  merchant  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  on  a 
voyage  of  the  said  steamship  during  the  month  of  May  last,  from  the  port  of 
Charleston,  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  this  port  of  Nassau,  in  the 
prosecution  of  which  voyage  the  said  steamship  was  sunk  on  the  north  side  of 
the  island  of  Eleuthera,  one  of  these  islands,  she  being  then  laden  with  a  cargo  of 
cotton.  That  as  such  consignees  as  aforesaid,  the  mercantile  house  of  Henry 
Adderly  and  Company  received  in  the  regular  order  of  mercantile  transactions 
the  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  of  the  cargo  of  cotton  so  laden  on  board  of  the 
said  steamship,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  said  cargo  consisted  of  twenty- 
eight  bales  of  sea  island  cotton,  weighing  eight  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-two  pounds,  and  the  cost  thereof  in  Charleston  seventeen  thousand  one 
hundred  ana  twenty-three  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents ;  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  bales  of  upland  cotton,  weighing  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
five  hundred  and  four  pounds,  and  the  cost  thereof  in  Charleston  one  hundred 
and  forty-nine  thousand  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  fourteen  cents  ;  making  in 
all  the  gross  weight  of  cotton  shipped  as  aforesaid  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
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eigbt  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eightj-six  pounds,  which  cost  the  total  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and 
seventy-seven  cents. 

GEORGE  D.  HARRIS. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

B.  L.  BURNSIDB, 
[seal.]  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Charles  Rogers  Neshitt,  colonial 
secretary  of  the  Bahama  islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bruce  Lockhart  Bum- 
side,  who  attests  the  foregoing  declaration  as  a  notary  public,  is  in  truth  and  in 
fact  a  notary  public,  duly  authorized  and  empowered,  and  that  all  faith  and 
credit  is  due  and  ought  to  be  given  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  Nassau,  this  third  day 
of  July,  A.  D.  1863* 

C.  R.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary, 
Bahama  Islands: 

By  his  excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  esq.,  companion  of  the  most  honorable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  governor  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  said  islands, 
chancellor,  vice-admiral  and  ordinary  of  the  same.  To  all  to  whom  these  pres- 
ents shall  come,  greeting :  Be  it  known  that  the  honorable  Charles  Rogers  Nes- 
bitt,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  subscribed,  was  on  the  day  of  the  date 
thereof,  and  now  is,  colonial  secretary  for  the  Bahama  islands ;  therefore,  all  due 
faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to  the  sai  i  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  hereto 
affixed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in 
the  twenty-seventh  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign. 

C.  J.  BAILEY. 

By  hii  excellency's  command : 

C.  R.  Nesmtt,  Colonial  Secretary, 


No.  7. 

I 

Sales  at  auction  of  cotton  landed  from  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessict  stranded 

at  Eleulhera, 
1863.  £      «.  d, 

June  22. ,  By  Saunders  &  Son,  41  bales  upland  cotton, . .  S90J 

By  Saunders  &  Son,  135         do.         do 80 

By  J.  6.  Meadows  &  Co.,  64  do.         do 113 

By  J.  G.  Meadows  &  Co.,  40  Jo.        do 109  J 

By  J.  B.  Lafitte,                  8  do.         do 125 

By  J.  Renouard  &  Co.,  160  do.        do 87 

By  J.  B.  Lafitte,                  8  do.         do 102 

By  G.  Renouard  &  Co.,     90  do.        do 77 J 

By  J.  B.  Lafitte,              173  do.        do 116 

By  J4  Renouard  &  Co.,  4  bales  sea  island  cotton,  97 1 

By  J.  G.  Bovd,  1  lot  upland  cotton, 1,  000 

By  J.  C.  Rahming,  9  sacks  upland  cotton, 20 

By  Alex'r  Johnson,  2  lots  (I  bale)  upland  cotton,  6^ 

By  J.  B.  Lafitte,  24  bales  sea  island  cotton . . .  205 

By  J.  B.  Lafitte,  2  sacks  upland  cotton 

15,732     1  8 


773 

0  5 

2,250 

0  0 

1,506 

13  4 

912 

10  0 

208 

6  8 

2,900 

0  0 

170 

0  0 

1,453 

2  6 

4,180 

16  8 

81 

5  0 

208 

6  8 

37 

10  0 

2 

12  1 

1,025 

0  0 

22 

18  4 
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Chargetm 

To  commiBsion  and  tax,  5  per  cent <£786  12  1 

To  lighterage,  labor-hire,  stacking,  and 

watching 185  11  5 

To  inspecting  cotton 36     3  0 

To  whaifage  and  storage 90     3  8 

To  advertising  sale,  bell  and  crier 3     6  6 

1, 101  16  8 

Netproceeds ^ 14,630    5  0 

E.  E.  HENRY  ADDERLY  &  00. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  30,  1863. 


[No.  8,  certificate  of  sorvej.     See  No.  12,  preceding  series.] 


No.  9—0. 


Statement  of  Ion  emtained  hy  the  eteamship  Margaret  and  Juste,  in  conee{[uence 
of  the  detention  necessary  to  repair  the  damages  sustained  hy  being  sunk  and 
stranded. 

This  claim  is  made  for  one  round  voyage ;  whereas  the  time  estimated  by  the 
board  of  survey  as  necessary  to  effect  the  repairs  would  justify  a  claim  for  two 
round  voyages,  which  estimate  is  believed  to  be  correct.     Say: 

312  tons  freight  from  Nassau  to  a  confederate  port,  payable  in 

advance  at  current  rate  of  de60  per  ton <£18,  720  0  0 

Freight  on  368,986  pounds  of  cotton,  ht5d 7,  687  4  2 

c£26,  407  4  2 

GEORGE  A.  TRENHOLM. 
By  his  agent,  JNO.  B.  LAFITTE. 
Nassau,  N.  P.,  July  3,  1863. 


No.  10. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce  Ix>ck- 
hart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Prov- 
idence, personally  came  and  appeared  tf ohn  B.  Lafitte,  merchant,  of  this  city  of 
Nassau,  who  did  solemnly  declare — such  declaration  beine  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declaration  in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  cer- 
tain cases — that  he,  the  declarant,  is  the  agent  at  Nassau  for  the  owners  of  the 
confederate  merchant  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  formerly  the  British  steam- 
ship Douglas;  that  the  said  steamshin  cleared  from  this  port  of  Nassau  on  tbe 
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twenty-third  day  of  Jannarj  last  past,  William  Wilson  being  the  master,  for 
the  port  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  but,  as  this  declarant  verily  believes,  pro- 
ceeded direct  for  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  of 
the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  declared  to  be  blockaded  by  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  duly  arrived  at  the  said  port  of  Charleston ;  that 
at  the  said  port  of  Charleston  the  said  steamship  was  re-registered  in  the  name 
of  Greorge  Alfred  Trenholm,  a  citizen  of  the  said  Confederate  States,  as  the  owner 
of  her,  and  her  name  was  changed  from  the  Douglas  to  the  Margaret  and 
Jessie. 

And  this  declarant  further  declares  that  the  said  steamship  was  employed  in 
making  regular  voyaged  between  this  port  of  Nassau  and  the  blockaded  ports  of 
the  confederacy,  and  cleared  from  this  port  of  Nassau  for  the  port  of  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  on  the  following  days,  to  wit :  On  the  23d  day  of  January, 
1863 ;  on  the  23d  day  of  Februry,  1863 ;  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1863;  on 
the  18th  day  of  April,  1863 ;  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1863. 

That  on  quitting  the  port  of  Nassau  on  each  of  the  days  last  above  named, 
the  said  steamship  proceeded  at  once  for  a  blockaded  port  in  the  confederacy,  at 
which  she  duly  arrived,  and  returned  at  once  with  cargoes  of  cotton  to  this  port 
of  Nassau,  at  which  port  she  duly  entered  on  the  days  and  with  the  cargoes  fol- 
lowing, that  18  to  say : 

On  the  17th  day  of  February,  1863,  from  the  port  of  Charleston,  with  a  cargo 
of  592  bales  of  cotton ; 

On  the  14th  day  of  March,  1863,  from  the  port  of  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of 
861  bales  of  cotton ; 

On  the  11th  day  of  April,  1863,  from  the  port  of  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of 
821  bales  of  cotton ; 

On  the  11th  day  of  May,  1863,  from  the  port  of  Wilmington,  with  a  cargo  of 
684  bales  of  cotton ; 

On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1863,  from  the  port  of  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of 
756  bales  of  cotton. 

All  which  cargoes  of  cotton  were  duly  landed  and  delivered  at  this  port  of 
Nassau  in  good  and  merchantable  order,  except  the  last,  which  was  damaged. 

And  this  declarant  further  declares,  that  in  each  of  the  above-named  voyages 
from  this  port  to  the  blockaded  ports  of  the  confederacy,  the  said  steamship  Mar- 
garet and  Jessie  was  laden  to  her  full  capacity  with  an  assorted  cargo  of  valua- 
ble merchandise,  a  large  portion  of  which  was  shipped  by  this  declarant,  con- 
signed to  the  port  of  Charleston  or  Wilmington ;  and  that  on  each  voyage  he, 
the  declarant,  wrote  letters  directed  to  the  said  George  Alfred  Trenholm  and 
other  persons  in  the  confederacy,  all  which  letters  were  duly  received  and 
answered  by  the  parties  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and  acknowledgments 
of  the  receipt  of  the  goods  shipped  by  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  also  given  to  this 
declarant;  from  which  and  other  conclusive  circumstances  this  declarant  can  de- 
clare that  the  said  steamship  did  enter  the  port  of  Charleston  on  four  different 
voyages  in  the  present  year  as  hereinbefore  is  set  forth,  and  did  enter  the  port 
of  Wilmington  on  one  voyage  in  the  present  year  us  is  also  set  forth,  and  did 
at  these  ports,  respectively,  take  on  board  the  respective  cargoes  of  cotton  which 
were  delivered  at  this  port  of  Nassau. 

JNO.  B.  LAFITTE. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me.    , 

fsBAL.]  B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamoi. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  colonial 
secretary  of  the  Bahama  islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bruce  Lockhart  Burn- 
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side,  who  attests  the  foregoing  declaration  as  a  notary  public,  is  in  trath  and  in 
fact  a  notary  public,  duly  authorized  and  empowered,  and  that  all  £uth  and  credit 
is  due  and  ought  to  be  ffiven  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Nassau,  this  third  day 
of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

C.  R.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Bahama  Islands  : 

By  his  excellency  Charles  John  Bayl^y,e8q.,  companion  of  the  most  honorable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  sovemor,  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the 
[sbal.]  said  islands,  chancellor,  vice-admiral  and  ordiuary  of  the  same.  To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting  i  Be  it  known  that  the 
honorable  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  sub- 
scribed,, was,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  colonial  secretary  ftw 
the  said  Bahama  islands ;  therefore,  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be 
had  and  given  to  the  said  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  and  ia 
the  twenty-seventh  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign. 

C.  J.  BAYLBY. 
By  his  excellency's  command : 

C.  R.  Nbsbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  11. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Blnow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce  Lock- 
hart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted 
and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  John  B.  Lafitte,  of  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  merchant,  the  agent  of  the  owners  of  the  confederate  steamship 
Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  the  Hon.  George  David  Harris,  of  the  said  city, 
merchant,  and  one  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Adderfy  &  Company,  merchants,  the 
consignees  of  the  said  steamship,  who  did  solemnly  declare  (such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declara- 
tion in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  that  these  declarants  have  great 
knowledge  and  experience  in  matters  relating  to  shipping  transactions  between 
this  port  of  Nassau  and  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

And  these  declarants  do  further  declare,  that  the  current  rate  of  freight  in  a 
steamship  from  the  port  of  Nassau  to  a  confederate  port  is  sixty  pounds  sterling 
per  ton,  and  that  the  rate  of  freight  in  the  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  /rom 
the  port  of  Nassau  to  a  confederate  port,  has  never  been  less  than  sixty  pounds 
sterling  per  ton,  payable  in  advance  at  the  port  of  Nassau,  ship  lost  or  not  lost, 
and  that  more  freight  for  each  voyage  could  have  been  obtained  than  was 
required. 

And  these  declarants  did  further  declare,  that  the  rate  of  freight  chargeable 
upon  small  quantities  of  cotton  shipped  from  the  ports  of  the  confederacy  to 
this  port  of  Nassau  is  five  pence  sterling  per  pound  weight,  but  that  small 
quantities  of  cotton  are  only  canned  as  a  speciaKfavor,  and  not  as  an  ordinary 
shipment;  and  that  for  large  quantities  of  cotton  the  rate  of  ten  pence  sterling 
per  pound  weight  has  frequently  been  offered  and  could  easily  be  obtained  as 
freight 
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And  tLese  declarants  further  declare,  that  the  net  registered  British  tonnage 
of  the  said  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  thiee  hundred  and  twelve  tons, 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  her  British  registry,  and  that  the  net  registered 
confederate  tonnage  of  the  said  steamship  is  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  tons, 
as  appears  by  her  confederate  register. 

JOHN  B.  LAFITTE. 

GEORGE  D.  HARRIS. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

fsEALl  ^  L.BURNSIDE, 

'-         'J  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  colonial 
secretary  of  the  Bahama  islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bruce  Lockhart  Bum- 
side,  who  attests  the  foregoing  declaration  as  a  notary  public,  is  in  truth  and  in 
fact  a  notary  public,  duly  authorized  and  empowered,  and  that  all  faith  and 
credit  is  due  and  ought  to  be  given  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  Nassau  this  third  day 
of  Jnly,  A.  D.  1863.  C.  R.  NESBITT,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Bahama  Islands: 

By  his  excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  esq.,  companion  of  the  most 
FspalI  ^^'^^^^^l®  Order  of  the  Bath,  governor  and  commander-in-chief  in 
I-         'J  and  over  the  said  islands,  chancellor,  vice-admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the 

same. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  Be  it  known  that  the 
honorable  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  subscribed, 
was  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  colonial  secretary  of  the  Bahama 
islands ;  therefore  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to 
the  said  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  here- 
unto affixed  at  Nassau,  N.  P.,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in  the 
twenty-seventh  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign. 

By  his  excellency's  command :  C.  J.  BAYLEY. 

C.  R.  Nesbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  12. 

CrsTOM-HorsB,  Nassau,  N.  R, 

July  3,  1863. 
I,  E.  B.  A.  Taylor,  acting  receiver  general  and  treasurer  of  the  Bahamas,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  British  steamship  Douglas,  of  312  tons  net,  or  freight 
tonnage,  Wilson,  master,  cleared  at  this  office  fur  the  port  of  St..  John,  N.  B., 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  1863,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  that  she 
was  entered  at  this  office  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February  next  following 
as  having  arrived  from  the  port>of  Charleston,  S.  C,  with  a  cargo  of  592  bales 
of  cotton,  her  name  having  been  chahged  to  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  her 
nationality  changed,  as  was  shown  by  a  register  issued  out  of  the  said  port  of 
Charleston,  S.  C. ;  further,  that  the  said  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  was 
29  c  • 
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side,  who  attests  the  foregoing  declaration  as  a  notary  public,  is  in  truth  and  in 
fact  a  notary  public,  duly  authorized  and  empowered,  and  that  all  fiuth  and  credit 
is  due  and  ought  to  be  eiven  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  Nassau,  this  third  day 
of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

C.  R.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary, 
Bahama  Islands  : 

By  his  excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,e6q.,  companion  of  the  most  honorable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the 
[s£AL.]  said  islands,  chancellor,  vice-admiral  and  ordiuair  of  the  same.  To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting  i  Be  it  known  that  the 
honorable  Ghailes  Rogers  Nesbitt,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  sub- 
scribed,, was,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  colonial  secretary  for 
the  said  Bahama  islands ;  therefore,  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be 
had  and  given  to  the  said  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in 
the  twenty-seventh  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign. 

C.  J.  BAYLEY. 
By  his  excellency's  command : 

C.  R.  Nbsbitt,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  11. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

Blnow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  before  me,  Bruce  Lock- 
hart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted 
and  sworn,  residing  and  practii  hig  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  personally  came  and  appeared  John  B.  Lafitte,  of  the  island  of  New 
Providence,  merchant,  the  agent  of  the  owners  of  the  confederate  steamship 
Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  the  Hon.  George  David  Harris,  of  the  said  city, 
merchant,  and  one  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Adderly  &  Company,  merchants,  the 
consignees  of  the  said  steamship,  who  did  solemnly  declare  (such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declara- 
tion in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases)  that  these  declarants  have  great 
knowledge  and  experience  in  matters  relating  to  shipping  transactions  between 
this  port  of  Nassau  and  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

And  these  declarants  do  further  declare,  that  the  current  rate  of  freight  in  a 
steamship  from  the  port  of  Nassau  to  a  confederate  port  is  sixty  pounds  sterling 
per  ton,  and  that  the  rate  of  freight  in  the  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie,  ^om 
the  port  of  Nassau  to  a  confederate  port,  has  never  been  less  than  sixty  pounds 
sterling  per  ton,  payable  in  advance  at  the  port  of  Nassau,  ship  lost  or  not  lost, 
and  that  more  freight  for  each  voyage  could  have  been  obtained  than  was 
required. 

And  these  declarants  did  further  declare,  that  the  rate  of  freight  chargeable 
upon  small  quantities  of  cotton  shipped  from  the  ports  of  the  confederacy  to 
this  port  of  Nassau  is  five  pence  sterling  per  pound  weight,  but  that  small 
quantities  of  cotton  are  only  carried  as  a  special' favor,  and  not  as  an  ordinary 
shipment;  and  that  for  large  quantities  of  cotton  the  rate  of  ten  pence  sterling 
per  pound  weight  has  frequently  been  offered  and  could  easily  be  obtained  as 
freight. 
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And  tLese  declarants  further  declare,  that  the  net  registered  British  tonnage 
of  the  said  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  was  three  hundred  and  twelve  tons, 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  her  British  registry,  and  that  the  net  registered 
confederate  tonnage  of  the  said  steamship  is  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  tons, 
as  appears  by  her  confederate  register. 

JOHN  B.  LAFITTE. 

GEORGE  D.  HARRIS. 

Declared  to,  at  Nassau,  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

rsBALl  .  ^  L.BURNSIDE, 

•-         *•*  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  :  I,  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  colonial 
secretary  of  the  Bahama  islands,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bruce  Lockhart  Bum- 
side,  who  attests  the  foregoing  declaration  as  a  notary  public,  is  in  truth  and  in 
fa<5t  a  notary  public,  duly  authorized  and  empowered,  and  that  all  faith  and 
credit  is  due  and  ought  to  be  given  to  his  acts  and  deeds  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  Nassau  this  third  day 
of  July,  A.  D.  1863.  C.  R.  NESBITT,  Colonial  Secretary, 

Bahama  Islands: 

By  his  excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  esq.,  companion  of  the  most 
r  1  honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  governor  ana  commander-in-chief  in 

1         'J  and  over  the  said  islands,  chancellor,  vice-admiral,  aiid  ordinary  of  the 
same. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  Be  it  known  that  the 
honorable  Charles  Rogers  Nesbitt,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate  is  subscribed, 
was  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  colonial  secretary  of  the  Bahama 
islands ;  therefore  all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to 
the  said  annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be  here- 
unto affixed  at  Nassau,  N.  P.,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  and  in  the 
twenty-seventh  year  ojf  her  Majesty's  reign. 

By  his  excellency's  command :  C.  J.  BAYLEY. 

C.  R.  Nesbitt,  Colonial  Secretary, 


No.  12. 

CusTOM-HousB,  Nassau,  N.  P., 

July  3,  1863. 
I,  E.  B.  A.  Taylor,  acting  receiver  general  and  treasurer  of  the  Bahamas,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  British  steamship  Douglas,  of  312  tons  net,  or  freight 
tonnage,  Wilson,  master,  cleared  at  this  office  fur  the  port  of  St..  John,  N.  B., 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  1863,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  that  she 
was  entered  at  this  office  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February  next  following 
as  having  arrived  from  the  port>of  Charleston,  S.  C,  with  a  cargo  of  592  bales 
of  cotton,  her  name  having  been  chahged  to  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  her 
nationality  changed,  as  was  shown  by  a  register  issued  out  of  the  said  port  of 
Charleston,  S.  C;  further,  that  the  said  steamship  Margaret  and  Jessie  was 
29  c  • 
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cleared  at  this  port  for  the  port  of  St.  John,  N.  B..  on  the  following  days,  to 
wit:  On  the  twenty-third  day  of  February,  1863;  twenty- first  day  of  March, 
1863;  eighteenth  day  of  April,  1863.  and  the  sixteenth  day  of  May,  1863 — 
each  time  with  an  assorted  cargo ;  and  entered  at  this  port  as  coming  from  the 
port  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the  following  days,  to  wit :  On  the  fourteenth  day 
of  March,  1863,  with  a  cargo  of  861  bales  cotton ;  on  the  eleyenth  day  of  April, 
1863,  with  a  cargo  of  821  bales  cotton.  From  Wilmington,  N.  G.:  On  the 
eleventh  day  of  May,  1863,  with  a  cargo  of  684  bales  cotton ;  and  on  the  third 
day  of  June,  1863,  as  coming  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  with  a  cargo  of  756  bales 
cotton. 

fsBALl  *  E.  ^.  A.  TAYLOR, 

^         'J  Acting  Receiver  General  and  Treasurer'. 


Mr,  F,  W.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyont, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  December  24,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, communicating,  under  the  instructions  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
certain  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  making  a  represen- 
tation in  regard  to  that  case.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  your 
communication  will  be  taken  into  consideration. 
You»  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  26,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  despatch  from  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  relative  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
James  McHugh,  who  arrived  at  that  place  in  the  British  packet  City  of  Wash- 
ington on  the  17th  instant,  and  who  appears  to  he  a  British  subject.  You  will 
Serceive  that  the  marshal  at  New  York  had  stated  to  her  Majesty's  consul  that 
e  was  about,  in  pursuance  of  directions,  to  transfer  Mr.  McHugh  from  the 
county  jail  to  Fort  Lafayette.  I  trust  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  acquaint  me  as 
soon  as  possible  with  the  grounds  of  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  McHugh. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^.,  i^c. 


Extract  from  a  despatch  from  Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  New 
York,  December  25,»1863. 

«'I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  Mr.  James  McBugh,  a 
British  subject,  landed  on  the  1 7th  instant  from  the  steamer  City  of  Washing- 
ton, (which  vessel  arrived  on  that  day  at  this  port  from  Queenstoijra,)  and  was 
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immediately  arrested  by  th^  custom-house  officers.  On  the  19th  instant  I  re- 
ceived a  note,  dated  the  18th  instant,  from  Mr.  McHugh,  informing  me  of  his 
arrest  and  claiming  my  protection,  and  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  cause  of  his  ^rest.  On  the  same  day  (the  19th)  I  applied  to 
tike  marshal  for  information  as  to  the  cause  of  Mr.  McHugh's  arrest,  and  re- 
ceived on  Monday,  the  2l8t,  a  reply  from  the  marshal  stating  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Hugh  had  been  arrested  and  handed  over  to  him  by  the  officers  of  the  customs, 
as  a  *  bearer  of  rebel  despatches,'  and  because  he  had  been  concerned  in  run- 
ning the  blockade;  that  the  custom-house  authorities  were  to  produce  evi- 
dence before  him,  and  that  unless  such  evidence  were  produced  before  him 
in  the  course  of  that  day,  he  (the  marshal)  would  dbcharge  Mr.  McHugh. 

"  On  Wednesday,  the  23d,  finding,  by  a  note  from  Mr.  McHugh,  that  he  was 
still  in  custody,  I  wrote  a  note  to  the  marshal  inquiring  why  the  prisoner  had  not 
been  set  at  liberty.  Not  receiving  any  reply,  and  having  (yeaterday,  the  24th) 
received  a  further  urgent  note  from  Mr.  McUugh,  I  again  addressed  a  note  to  the 
marshal,  trusting  that  Mr.  McHugh  would  be  liberate  in  the  course  of  yester- 
day. To  this  note  I  received  a  reply  from  the  marshal,  informing  me  that,  in 
pursuance  of  directions,  he  was  about  to  transfer  Mr.  McHugh  from  the  county 
jail  to  Fort  Lafayette." 


Lard  Lyons  to-  Mr,  Seward. 


Washington.,  December  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your  immediate  attention  to  the  enclosed  ex- 
tract from  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  respecting  the 
imprisonment  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  British  steamer  Banshee,  cap- 
tured on  a  charge  of  breach  of  blockade. 

You  will  observe  that  it  is  stated  that  the  master  and  crew  are  detained  under 
direct  instructions  from  the  United  States  government 

It  appears,  moreover,  that  they  are  confined  in  the  New  York  county  jail. 

You  will  see,  therefore,  that  the  case  as  presented  to  me  is  a  very  serious  one, 
and  will  excuse  my  pressing  for  immediate  information  respecting  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  !^.  ^v.  4^. 


Extract  from  Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons j  dated  New   York,   Decem- 
ber 22,  1863. 

"  In  referring  to  my  despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  which  I  reported  the 
capture,  and  arrival  at  this  port,  of  the  steamer  Banshee,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  the  master  and  crew  oiP  this  vessel  have 
been  detained  here  as  prisoners  since  the  23d  ultimo. 

"  Supposing  they  had  been  detained,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  their  testimony,  I  did  not,  until  after  a  reasonable  time,  interfere  in  their 
behalf.  Having  made  inquiries  of  the  United  States  marshal,  from  whom  I  re- 
ceived no  satisfactory  reply,*  I  addressed  a- note  to  the  United  States  district 
attorney,  who,  in  his  reply,  informs  me  that  the  master  and  crew  are  detained 
under  direct  instructions  from  the  government,  and  that  the  master  is  under- 
stood 'to  have  been  arrested  on  two  or  three  occasions  previous  to  his  present 
detention,  charged  with  great  infractions  of  the  law.' 
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"Captain  Steele,  in  reference  to  this  allegation,  asserts  that  he  never  was  in 
the  northern  States  but  once  before  this  time,  and  that  was  when  he  was  cap- 
tured last  year  in  the  Tubal  Cain,  for  an  alleged  attempt  to  violate  the  blockade, 
and  was  brought  to  this  port." 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  28,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  memoran- 
dum of  the  22d  instant,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Mont  Blanc,  and  to  inform 
your  lordship  that  that  case  is  now  the  subject  of  consideration,  and  that  a  com- 
munication in  relation  to  it  will  be  sent  to  your  lordship  at  an  early  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  F,  W.  Sev^ard  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  29,  1863.  • 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  18th  ultimo,  asking  for  information 
with  regard  to  the  detention  at  Fort  Jackson  of  the  British  vessel  H.  G.  Berry, 
by  the  United  States  forces  there,  and  to  my  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
herewith  the  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  23d  instant,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  Brigadier  General  Canby. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 


Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  f^.,  4^.,  !^. 


Acting  Secretary. 


General  Canby  to  Mr.  Seward, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  December  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  requesting  to  be  advised, for 
the  information  of  the  British  minister,  of  the  reasons  for  the  detention  by  the 
United  States  military  authorities,  at  Fort  Jackson,  of  the  British  vessel  H.  G. 
Berry,  the  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  state  that  Major  General  Banks, 
commanding  the  department  of  the  Gulf,  to  whom  the  same  was  referred,  has 
made  the  following^  report : 

"  There  was  being  assembled  in  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  time  referred 
to,  a  large  fleet  of  transports  laden  with  troops,  intended  for  a  descent  on  the 
coast  of  Texas,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  That,  in  order  to  prevent 
information  from  being  conveyed  to  that  region  that  snch  a  fleet  was  in  the 
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rirer  and  preparing  for  sea,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  detain,  for  a  few  days,  all 
vessels  bound  to  that  vicinity.  All  vessels,  national  or  foreign,  were  therefore 
detained  until  after  the  sailing  of  the  transport  fleet." 

For  your  further  information  as  to  the  measure  adopted  in  the  detention  of 
the  H.  G.  Berry,  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  Major  Genera)  Banks  to  the 
general-in-chief  relative  thereto  is  herewith  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier  Getieral,  A,  A.  G. 
The  Secrktarv  op  State, 

Washington,  J),  C, 


Oatertd  BanJa  to  General  K  W.  JMUek. 

Headciuarters  Department  op  the  Gulp, 

Ntw  Orleans^  December  9,  1863. 

General  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit,  upon  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  accom> 
panying  papers,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  British  vessel  H.  G.  Berry,  the 
following  report.  All  the  facts  stated  therein  were  within  my  knowledge,  ex- 
cept that  which  relates  to  the  information  being  conveyed  by  the  schooner ;  but 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  this.  The  times  and  circumstances  of  the  arrival 
of  that  vessel  fnake  it  impossible  that  the  information  could  have  been  otherwise 
conveyed. 

A  full  statement  of  the  vessel's  forces,  guns,  &c.,  the  losses  sustained  on  the 
voyage,  was  sent  to  a  rebel  officer  in  Matamorasi  and  received  there  on  the 
evening  of  the  day  that  my  troops  occupied  ftrownsville.  Of  this  fact  I  have 
positive  knowledge.  Had  it  been  received  earlier  by  the  rebels,  it  would  have 
prevented  their  evacuation,  and  might  have  defeated  our  landing  at  Brazos  San- 
tiago. If  this  had  occurred,  the  expedition  would  have  failed.  The  person  who 
gave  this  information  called  upon  me  as  a  Texan  refugee,  and  offered  to  procure 
information  in  regard  to  the  armament  and  defences  of  Fort  Brown.  The  cir- 
cumstances detailed  to  me  at  Matamoras  make  this  certain :  the  information  as 
to  our  forces  was  conveyed  to  the  rebels  by  this  schooner,  either  by  passenger 
or  letter,  and  her  detention  by  my  order  caused  the  delay  in  its  transmission, 
which  enabled  the  forces  of  the  United  States  to  occupy  the  position  in  advance 
of  the  reports  of  this  spy.  The  information  in  regard  to  our  fleet  and  forces 
was  obtained  at  New  Orleans ;  the  report  of  our  losses,  at  the  Rio  Grande.  Of 
these  facts  I  have  no  doubt  whatever.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  owners  of  the 
vessel  were  parties  to  the  treason. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  U,  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  F.  W,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  30,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  26th  instant,  asking  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  grounds  of  the 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  who  arrived  at  New  York  in 
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the  British  packet  Oity  of  WashiDgton  on  the  17th  of  this  month,  and  to  state 
that  a  copy  of  it  has  heen  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  riew  of  ob- 
taining the  desired  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  fy:,,  ^.,  ^. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  Decemher  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered  the  notes  addressed  to  this 
legation  by  the  Department  of  State,  on  the  9th  October  [38th  Congress,  Ist 
session.  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1,  page  698]  and  4th  November  last,  respecting 
the  case  of  the  Victor,  and  have  reviewed  all  the  information  which  has  reached 
them  with  regard  to  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  capture  of  that  vessel, 
and  to  the  proceedings  before  the  prize  court  at  Key  West.  Her  Majesty's 
government  nave  thus  been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  they  had  previously 
formed  as  to  the  unwarrantable  character  of  the  seizure  of  the  Victor,  and  they 
have  seen  with  surprise  and  regret  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
deemed  it  fitting  to  permit  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  captors  from  the  sentence 
in  favor  of  the  captured  vessel. 

The  making  use  of  a  neutral  port  as  a  place  from  which  to  sally  forth  and 
pursue  the  Victor  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  an  uncontroverted 
fact  in  the  case.  At  whatever  distance  from  the  codst  the  capture  may  have 
taken  place,  it  seems  to  be  clear,  that  within  one  hour  from  leaving  the  harbor 
of  Havana  the  Victor  was  seized  by  the  United  States  cruiser  Juniata,  coming 
out  of  the  same  port ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but  think  that 
such  a  fact  alone  should  induce  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  abide 
by  the  decision  of  its  own  prize  court,  and  not  to  seek  the  reversal  of  that 
decision  by  appeal ;  for  her  Majesty's  government  apprehend  that  in  a  case  in 
which  a  fact  like  this  manifestly  appears  from  the  evidence,  a  neutral  govern- 
ment would  be  fully  justified  in  disregarding,  as  contrary  to  settled  principles, 
the  judgment  even  of  a  court  of  appeal^  if  pronounced  adversely  to  the  vessel. 

H^r  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  directed  me  to  recall  youratten- 
.tion  to  the  facts  of  this  unjust  seizure,  and  on  the  grounds  above  mentioned  to 
press  for  the  immediate  release  of  the  Victor. 

There  is,  moreover,  another  point  in  the  case  to  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment deem  it  necessary  to  advert.  Although  by  the  decree  the  vessel  is  released, 
an  option  is  given  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  take  her  for  its 
own  service  at  an  appraised  value,  failing  which  the  claimant  may  be  put  into 
possession  pending  the  appeal,  if  he  is  willing  to  deposit  in  court  the  same 
appraisecl  value,  but  not  otherwise.  Her  Majesty's  government  conclude  from 
the  assurances  lately  given  by  the  United  States  government,  under  the  advice 
of  its  attorney  general,  upon  the  general  question  of  taking  uncondemned  neu- 
tral vessels  for  its  own  service  under  a  recent  act  of  Congress,  that  that  govern- 
ment will  not  attempt  to  avail  itself  of  the  option  of  purchase  given  in  so  ex- 
traordinary a  manner  by  the  decree  which*  pronounces  the  capture  unlawful ; 
but  her  Majesty's  government,  nevertheless,  think  that  there  is  considerable 
harshness  in  making  the  deposit  of  the  full  appraised  value  (as  distingaished 
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from  securitj)  the  only  condition  on  which  the  snccessfhl  claimant  in  a  case  like 
this  can  obtain  possession  of  his  property  and  obviate  the  risk  of  a  compulsory 
sale  pending  the  appeal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient, ' 
hnmble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  3d  of  July  last  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  protest 
made  by  the  master  of  the  brig  Isabella  Thompson  against  the  capture  of  that 
vessel  by  the  United  States  ship-of-war  United  States,  and  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month  you  were  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  me  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  the  parties  interested  must  abide 
the  decision  of  the  prize  court,  which  tribunal  would,  without  doubt,  give  a  just 
decision  upon  the  seizure,  and  award  ample  damages  should  the  seizure  have 
been  illegal  and  wanton. 

The  judge  of  the  district  court  at  New  York,  by  a  decree  made  on  the  3ist 
July  last,  restored  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  claimants,  but  without  damages 
or  costs,  and  he  gave  the  libellants  leave  to  move  that  further  proofs  should  be 
introduced  by  them  as  to  the  illicit  dealing  alleged  against  the  brig.  On  the  18th 
of  August  (the  libellants  not  having  in  the  mean  time  moved  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce further  proofs)  the  decree  was  made  final  and  absolute. 

Her  Majesty's  government  having  been  furnished  by  the  claimants  with 
copies  of  the  depositions,  and  with  notes  of  the  opinion  of  the  jud^e,  and 
having  taken  the  whole  case  into  consideration,  have  directed  me  to  address  to 
the  goverfament  of  the  United  States  a  demand  for  compensation  for  the  parties 
interested. 

Her  Majesty's -government  apprehend  that  an  appeal  is  open  to  the  claimants, 
and  that  this  is  a  legal  mode  of  obtaining  redress  yet  unexhausted ;  but  they 
conceive  that  the  miscarriage  of  the  judge  in  not  awarding  costs  and  damages 
is  so  clear,  that  the*  parties  injured  should  at  once  have  justice  done  to  them, 
without  incurring  the  delay  and  expense  which  would  be  incident  to  further  * 
legal  proceedings,  and  which  might  serve  only  to  augment  the  ultimate  demand 
of  her  Majesty's  government  for  compensation. 

Her  Majesty's  government  presume  that  the  notes  of  the  judge's  opinion 
with  which  they  have  been  furnished  are  correct.  If  so,  the  premises  respecting 
the  entire  innocence  of  the  vessel,  and  the  absence  of  any  legal  ground  for  deten- 
tion, are  so  plainly  at  variance  with  the  conclusion  of  relieving 'the  captors  from 
the  legal  and  proper  consequence  of  a  wholly  unjustifiable  seizure,  that  her 
Majesty's  government  cannot  but  hope  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
will  perceive  at  once  the  justice  of  giving  the  costs  and  damages  in  the  case.    • 

Her  Majesty's  government  observe  that  the  Isabella  Thompson  was  en- 
gaged in  a  lawful  trade  between  two  neutral  ports,  neither  of  them  even  in 
the  neighborhood  of  atiy  blockaded  port.  Her  cargo  was  taken  on  board  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  trade  in  neutral  waters,  and  there  is  not  any  trace  in  the  evi- 
dence of  anything  having  occurred,  when  she  was  visited  and  captured,  which 
could  afford  the  slightest  pretext  for  the  capture.  It  appears  to  her  Majesty's 
government  that,  in  support  of  the  single  plea  of  justification  put  forward,  (viz : 
uie  suspicion  of  a  complicity  between  this  vessel  and  the  blockade  runner  from 
which  she  is  stated  to  have  received*  a  great  part  of  her  cargo  in  British  waters,) 
no  evidence  was  produced  except  that  of  one  witness,  the  cook,  which  the  judge 
himself  did  not  rely  upon,  and  which,  by  itself,  even  if  fully  credited,  had  no 
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tendency  to  identify  the  voyage  and  adventure  of  the  one  ship  with  that  of  the 
other ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  conceive'that  it  is  apparent,  from  the  omis- 
sion of  the  captors  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  going  into  further 
proof  which  was  oflfered  them  by  the  decree,  that  there  was  no  ground  in  fact 
for  any  such  charge.  Moreover,  her  Majesty's  government  deem  it  to  be 
impossible  to  refrain  from  noticing,  as  worthy  of  reprehension,  the  course  adopted 
in  obtaining,  previously  to  the  regular  examination,  and  while  the  witness  was 
on  board,  in  the  power  of  the  captors,  a  deposition  (however  voluntary  it  may 
purport  to  be)  from  this  cook,  evidently  intended  to  offer  some  sort  of  pretext 
for  a  seizure  which  it  had  been  discovered  could  not  be  defended  upon  the  facta 
and  the  law.  Her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  such  a  deposition  is  very 
objectionable  in  principle,  and  they  believe  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
the  American  prize  courts  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  prize  courts  of  Great  Britain. 

The  case  of  the  Isabella  Thompson  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to 
be  simply  that  of  a  neutral  vessel  sailing  from  one  neutral  port  to  another,  with 
a  cargo  free  from  all  suspicion  and  with  perfectly  regular  papers,  which  it  seised 
upon  the  high  seas  and  compelled  to  incur  very  heavy  expenses  and  damages, 
without  a  colorable  pretext  on  the  part  of  the  captor,  as  to  whom  the  most 
favorable  suggestion  is  that  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  law. 

Her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  in  what 
case  the  award  of  costs  and  damages,  the  only  protection  of  the  neutral,  ought  to 
be  made  in  a  prize  court,  if  not  in  this.  Her  Majestv's  government  apprehend 
that,  even  if  the  captor's  conduct  in  such  a  case  could  be  excusable  in  tlie  eyes  of 
the  judges  of  his  'own  country,  this  could  be  no  reason  why  all  indemnity  should 
be  refused  to  the  injured  party,  who  did  not  by  any  improper  or  objectionable 
conduct  whatever  contribute  to  the  captor's  error. 

For  the  above  reasons  her  Majesty's  government  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
invite  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  make  immediate  reparation  in  the 
case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Papers  handed  in  by  Lord  Lyons. — Chesapeake, 

[List  of  Papers.] 

1.  Memorial  of  Susan  Henry. 

2.  Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt. 

3.  Memorial  of  John  E.  Holt. 

4.  Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt. 

5.  Provincial  secretary  to  mayor  of  Halifax,  December  19,  1863. 

6.  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  provincial  secretary,  December  19,  18G3. 

7.  Same  to  same,  December  22,  1863. 

8.  City  marshal  to  mayor  of  Halifax,  December  21,  1863. 

9.  Police  Constable  Hutt  to  city  marshal,  December  21,  1863. 


Memorial  of  Susan  Henry. 

To  his  excellency  Major  General  Hastings  Doyle,  administrator  of  the  govern- 
ment  and  commander-in-chief  of  Nova  iScotia. 

The  humble  memorial  of  Susan  Henry,  wife  of  William  Henry,  of  Halifax, 
engineer,  showeth :  That  her  husband,  the  said  William  Henry,  together  with  his 
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brother,  Alexander  Henry,  were  employed  the  day  before  yesterday  to  ship  as 
engineers  on  board  a  steamer,  and  went  shortly  «ifter  to  join  her  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor. 

That  your  memorialist  has  since  understood  and  believes  that  they  have 
been  unlawfully  seized  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  a  steam  vessel  said  to  be  a 
United  States  man-of  war,  called  the  Ella  and  Annie,  and  are  now  in  con- 
finement as  prisoners  on  board  one  of  the  American  men-of-war  in  this  harbor. 

That  both  William  and  Alexander  Henry  had  returned  to  this  port  about  a 
fortnight  since  from  a  previous  voyage,  their  occuption  being  steamboat  engi- 
neers, and  they  have  not  been  absent  from  home  since  their  return  tilt  they  left' 
the  day  before  yesterday  to  join  the  said  boat. 

That  they  are  both  British  subjects,  and  reside  in  Halifax.  . 

Your  memorialist  prays  that  your  excellency  will  take  steps  to  procure  the 
immediate  release  of  the  said  William  and  Alexander  Henry. 

SUSAN  HENRY. 


Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt. 

Halipax,  m  ; 

I,  John  E.  Holt,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  master  mariner,  make  oath 
and  say  :  That  when  I  left  the  steamer  Chesapeake  in  Sambro.  harbor,  where  she 
was  at  anchor  on  the  17th  day  of  December  instant,  and  before  she  was  boarded 
by  the  United  States  ship-of-war  Ella  and  Annie,  William  Henry  and  Alex- 
ander Henry,  both  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  engineers,  were  on  board  of  the 
steamer  Chesapeake,  and  I  feel  quite  certain  neither  of  them  left  her  before  she 
was  captured,  nor  within  two  hours  afterwards,  as  no  boat  could  have  left  either 
the  Chesapeake  or  the  Ella  and  Annie  within  that  time  and  reached  the  shore 
without  my  knowing  of  it,  and  seeing  the  persons  in  it. 

JOHN  E.  HOLT. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Halifax,  this  18th  day  of  December,  1863. 

AROH'D  SCOTT. 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Memorial  of  John  E.  Holt. 

To  his  excellence/  Major  General  Hastings  Doyle,  administrator  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  of 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  therein. 

The  memorial  of  John  E.  Holt,  shipmaster,  humbly  showeth :  That  he  is  a 
British-bom  subject,  and  is  owner  and  master  of  the  British  schooner  Investi- 
gator, belonging  to  the  port  of  Halifax,  where  your  memoralist  resides. 

That  on  the  16th  day  of  December  instant,  while  he  was  in  command  of  his 
said  vessel  in  British  waters,  to  wit,  in  the  harbor  of  Sambro,  within  the  body 
of  the  county  of  Halifax,  his  said  vessel  was  forcibly  entered  by  the  officei*s  of 
a  United  States  vessel-of-war,  the  particulars  of  which  are  detailed  in  the  an- 
nexed affidavits,  to  which  yoar  memorialist  begs  leave  to  refer  your  excellency. 

Your  memorialist,  having  sustained  the  injury  and  insult  therein  described  at 
the  hands  of  a  foreign  man-of-war  in  British  waters,  looks  to  your  excellency. 
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as  the  representative  of  her  Majesty  and  the  commander  of  her  Majesty's 
forces  in  this  province,  for  protection,  and  he  pfajs  that  the  outrage  thus  com- 
mitted on  him  will  meet  with  redress  at  the  hands  of  your  excellency. 

And  your  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

JOHN  E.  HOLT. 

Halifax,  December  18,  1863. 


Afidavk  of  John  E,  Holt. 

Halifax,  m; 

I,  John  E.  Holt,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  master  mariner,  make  oath 
and  say :  That  I  am  master  and  owner  of  the  British  schooner  Investigator,  regis- 
tered at  the  port  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

That  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  day  of  December  instant. the  said  schooner 
was  in  the  small  harbor  of  Sambro,  near  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  a  large 
steamer  called  the  Chesapeake  was. at  anchor  in  the  said  harbor  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  shore,  with  six  or  seven  men  on  board  of  her.  That  at^ 
about  7  o'clock  a.  m.  I  saw  a  federal  man-of-war  coming  into  the  harbor,  and 
when  she  came  near  I  got  under  way,  and,  proceeding  ftirther  up  the  harbor, 
came  to  anchor  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  Chesapeake,  and  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  shore.  That  the  Chesapeake  had  no  flag  flying  until  the 
federal  man-of-war  was  about  one  hundred  yards  ofl",  when  a  federal  flag  was 
hoisted  at  the  peak  upside  down,  but  in  two  or  three  minutes,  and  before  she  was 
boarded,  it  was  reversed  and  again  hoisted.  That  the  man-of-war  (the  name  of 
which  I  have  ascertained  to  be  the  Ella  and  Anuie)  having  the  federal  flag  flying 
ran  alongside  of  the  Chesapeake  and  made  fast  to  her.  About  an  hour  after  a 
boat  with  an  armed  crew  started  from  the  Ella  and  Annie  and  came  alongside 
of  my  schooner.  I  was  below  when  they  reached  the  vessel,  but  came  on  deck 
on  hearing  the  noise  they  made  coming  on  board.  When  I  reached  the  deck  I 
found  six  or  seven  armed  men  there  at  work  opening  the  hatches  of  my  vessel. 
I  then  asked  one  of  them,  who  appeared  to  be  an  officer,  to  show  me  his  authority. 
He  struck  the  pistol  which  was  in  his  belt,  and  said  that  was  his  authority.  I 
said  I  did  not  think  he  could  overhaul  my  vessel  in  a  British  port;  and  then 
three  of  his  men,  cocking  their  pistols,  pointed  them  at  me  and  told  me  to  hold 
my  tongue.  The  officer  then  said  he  had  a  great  mind  to  take  me  prisoner  and 
take  me  to  the  States,  as  I  would  make  a  d— d  good  evidence.  He  then  asked 
me  if  any  of  the  Chesapeake's  men  were  below.  I  said  "  No,"  as  I  thought 
they  had  all  gone  on  shore.  They  then  opened  the  hatches  and  searched  the 
vessel  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  took  away  as  prisoner  one  of  the  men  of 
the  Chesapeake  who  was  asleep  in  the  cabin  in  one  of  the  berths,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  trunks  and  baggage  and  other  articles  which  had  been  put  on  board 
of  my  vessel  by  some  of  the  men  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  left  the  vessel.  That 
the  search  was  conducted  throughout  in  a  very  rough  and  tyrannical  manner, 
and  a  guard  kept  on  deck  all  the  time  with  cocked  pistols.  That  at  about  half- 
past  11  o'clock  a.  m.  I  sailed  from  Sambro  harbor  in  the  said  schooner,  leaving 
the  two  steamers  there.  That  1  did  not  at  the  time  know  the  name  of  the  man 
that  was  taken  from  my  vessel,  but  1  have  since  been  informed  that  his  name  is 
John  Wade ;  and  I  further  say  that  I  am  a  British  subject,  born  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  have  never  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  any  foreign  state. 

JOHN  E.  HOLT. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Halifax,  this  18th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1863. 

P.  C.  HILL, 
Mayor  and  Justice  qfthe  Peace. 
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Mr.  Tupper  to  the  Maofor  of  Halifax. 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  19,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  it  in  jsommand  from  his  honor  the  administrator  of  the  govern- 
ment to  inform  you  that  N.  Gunnison,  esq.,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States, 
has  this  moment  advised  his  honor  that  the  police  officers  of  this  city  have  been 
prevented  by  the  citizens  from  executing  a  warrant  against  George  Wade, 
charged  with  piracy  and  murder,  and  I  am  fin-ther  commanded  to  desire  you  to 
nse  your  best  exertions  for  the  service  of  said  warrant,  and  to  state  that,  if  the 
police  force  under  your  command  is  not  sufficient  therefor,  his  honor  will  place 
any  force  at  your  disposal  which  you  may  require  in  order  that  the  law  may 
not  be  obstructed  in  its  execution. 

A  copy  of  Mr.  Gunnison's  application  for  assistance  in  the  apprehension  of 
Greorge  Wade  is  herewith  enclosed. 
I  have    flcc 

0.  TOPPER,  Provincial  Secretary. 

His  worship  the  Mayor  of  Halifax. 


T%e  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  the  Provincial  Secretary, 

Mayor's  Office,  Halifax^  December  19,  186^. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's 
date.  In  reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  deeply  regret  that  any  such  occurrence 
should  have  taken  place,  but  I  am  assured  that  the  city  marshal  used  every 
effort  in  his  power  to  execute  the  process  intrusted. to  him  at  the  time  referred 
to ;  and  although  unsuccessful  on  that  occasion,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  every 
effort  will  continue  to  be  made  to  apprehend  the  parties  named  in  the  process, 
notwithstanding  that  I  have  receivea  a  communication  from  the  vice-consul  of 
the  United  States  infoiming  me  that  he  does  not  wish  the  services  of  the  police 
in  the  matter  any  further. 
1  have,  &c., 

P.  CARTERET  HILL. 
The  honorable  Provincial  Secretary. 


The  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  Mr.  Tupper. 

Mayor's  Office,  Halifax,  December  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of  report  from  the  city  marshal 
and  policeman  Hutt,  on  the  subject  of  the  attempted  arrest  of  George  Wade,  the 
prisoner  from  the  steamer  Chesapeake. 
I  have   G^c 

P.  CARTERET  HILL,  May<yr. 
The  honorable  Provincial  Secretary. 


The  City  Marshal  to  the  Mayor  of  Halifax. 

City  Marshal's  Office, 

Halifax,  December  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to.  the  request  of  your  worship,  contained  in  your  commu- 
nication of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  a  report  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  attempted  execution  of  the  warrant  against  George 
Wade  on  Saturday  last.  • 
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Having  understood  from 'the  attorney  of  the  American  consul  that  George 
Wade  was  to  be  landed  on  the  day  in  question  at  the  Queen's  wharf,  I  detached 
what  I  judged  to  be  a  sufficient  police  force  to  arrest  and  secure  him  when  he 
was  lauded. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  a  boat  bearing  the  American  flag,  with  the  pris- 
oner on  board,  who  had  irons  on,  landed  at  a  confined  and  inclined  slip,  which 
is  at  the  wharf  where  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Halifax  and  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  were  waiting  to  secure  the  prisoner. 

The  prisoners  were  then  unshackled,  and,  as  I  have  since  understood,  the 
sheriff  said  to  them  they  were  at  liberty.  When  the  prisoners  were  landed  and 
unshackled,  policemen  Hutt,  Hood,  and  Burke  were  on  the  slip,  and  close  to 
where  Wade  was  standing. 

As  I  had  something  to  communicate  to  the  American  consul,  I  left  the  slip, 
and  went  to  the  consul  and  his  attorney,  who  were  on  the  wharf,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  slip.  On  turning  round  I  perceived  one  of  the  prisoners  in  a 
fishing  boat,  and  I  inquired  of  the  consul  who  the  person  in  the  boat  was ;  he 
informed  me  it  was  Wade.  I  at  once  rushed  down  to  the  slip,  but  my  progress 
was  impeded  by  the  number  of  boatmen  who  were  standing  on  the  slip  and  near 
the  bottom  of  it,  and  so  blocked  it  up  that  before  I  could  get  nealr,  the  boat  had 

fone  out  of  reach,  and  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  arrest  Wade.  At  this  time 
saw  policeman  Hutt,  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  who  commanded  the  return  of 
the  boat,  but  he  was  disregarded.  Finding  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  • 
reach  the  boat  by  the  slip,  I  ran  on  the  wharf,  thinking  I  could  board  the  boat 
containing  the  prisoner  from  a  commissariat  boat,  which  was  moored  at  the 
wharf  without  any  one  in  her.  I  called  upon  the  i^en  in  the  boat  which  had 
Wade  on  board  to  return,  but  a  number  of  voices  from  the  wharf  urged  them  to 
go  on,  which  they  did.  Befoi*e  the  boat  had  got  out  of  the  dock  I  requested  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  United  States  boat  which  brought  the  prisoner  on  shore 
to  come  to  my  assistance,  but  this  was  neglected.  On  the  fishing  boat  getting 
beyond  my  reach,  the  crowd  on  the  whai  f  cheered  them.  I  have  understood 
that  the  boat  which  conveyed  Wade  was  in  charge  of  Gallagher  and  Holland. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  worship  that  every  possible  effort  was  made  in  my 
power,  and,  as  I  believe,  by  the  policemen  present,  to  arrest  Wade ;  but  that, 
from  the  circumscribed  space  where  he  was  landed,  and  the  crowded  state  of 
the  space,  it  was  beyond  the  power  of  either  myself  or  my  men  to  do  more  than 
was  done. 

I  have  required  the  policemen  to  furnish  a  detailed  report  of  the  circum- 
stances within  their  knowledge,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith. 
1  have,  &c., 

GARRET  COTTER,  City  Marshal. 

His  worship  the  Mayor. 


Mr,  Hutt  to  the  City  Marshal, 

Halifax,  December  21,  1863. 

Sir:  By  your  direction,  and  with  a  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
mayor,  I  proceeded  to  the  Queen's  wharf  on  the  19th  day  of  the  month  at  one 
o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  Geofrge  Wade,  charged  with  murder  and 
piracy.  I  was  made  aware  that  the  said  George  Wade  was  then  a  prisoner  on 
boara  of  one  of  the  United  States  gunboats  now  in  the  harbor,  and  would  be 
brought  on  shore  at  that  hour,  and  handed  over  to  the  sheriff. 

I  met  the  sheriff  on  the  wharf,  and  told  him  that  I  had  a  warrant  for  Wade ; 
he  told  me  to  give  the  prisoner  two  or  three  minutes  after  he  released  him  be- 
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fore  I  arrested  him.  Met  Dr.  Almon  on  the  wharf.  Asked  me  my  bnsiness ;  I 
told  him,  and  showed  him  the  warrant  with  the  mayor's  signature  to  it ;  lie  said 
it  was  a  shame.  I  was  standing  at  the  head  of  the  slip ;  then  the  United 
States  man-of-war  hoat  came  to  the  shore  with  prisoners.     I  was  then  joined  by 

Solicemen  Hood  and  Burke  and  yourself.  The  slip  is  an  inclined  plane  running 
own  to  the  water,  about  fourteen  or  sixteen  feet  from  the  capsil  of  the  wharf. 
The  prisoner  Wade  was  landed  at  the  water's  edge  on  the  slip,  and  I  went 
towards  him;  he  was  in  irons,  and  on  his  landing  on  the  slip  his' irons  were 
taken  off.  I  did  not  hear  the  sheriff  say  he  was  free,  but  heard  some  person 
say,  "  He  is  in  the  boat."  I  ran  down  the  slip  to  the  water's  edge,  and  called 
upon  the  persons  in  the  boat  to  bring  the  boat  back,  and  presented  a  revolver, 
when  they  backed  the  boat.  As  the  boat  was  backing  to  the  slip  I  was  seized 
round  the  arms  by  Dr.  Almon,  who  told  the  men  in  the  boat  to  go  on ;  I  was 
also  handled  by  Alexander  Keith,  jr.,  who  tned  to  get  the  pistol  out  of  my 
hand,  and  also  by  Dr.  Smith.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  Dr. 
Almon,  Alexander  Keith,  jr..  Dr.  Smith,  and  others,  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  could  . 
have  secured  the  man  Wade.  With  regard  to  the  slip  where  the  prisoner  was 
landed,  I  would  state  that  it  runs  .down  from  the  wharf  some  forty  or  fifty  feet, 
and  is  more  than  twelve  feet  wide,  and  a  crowd  of  persons  were  on  it  at  the 
time.  I  wish  further  to  inform  you,  that  when  I  presented  my  pistol  at  the 
boat  which  was  carrying  away  Wade,  I  had  the  warrant  for  his  arrest  in  my 
left  hand,  the  pistol  in  my  right,  at  the  time  I  was  seized  by  Dr.  Almon. 
I  am,  &c., 

LOUIS  HUTT. 
Garrbt  Cotter,  City  Marshal. 


Lord  LyoTiM  to  Mr.  Seuard. 


Washington,  January  2,  1864. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's 
government,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  enclosed  papers  relative 
to  the  capture  of  a  British  schooner,  the  Don  Jos^,  by  the  United  States  cruiser 
Juniata. 

In  a  letter,  dated  the  15th  July  last,  of  which  a  copy  is  included  among  these 
papers,  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  at  Key  West  stated,  that,  on 
a  thorough  examination  of  the  ship's  papers,  and  the  depositions  of  the  wit- 
nesses examined,  he  was  unable  to  find  any  facts  which  warranted  the  detention 
of  the  Don  Jos6,  and  he  accordingly  declared  that  he  had  no  objection  to  her 
going  to  sea.  To  her  Majesty's  government,  by  whom  the  casQ  has  been  care- 
fully examined,  the  seizure  of  this  vessel  appears  to  have  beei^  one  of  a  very 
unjustifiable  character,  and  to  have  been  wnoUy  tm warranted  either  by  the 
papers,  the  cargo,  or  any  of  the  circumstances. 

Her  Majesty's  government  trust,  therefore,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  have  no  difficulty  in  admitting  that  proper  compensation  is  due  to 
the  parties  injured  by  the  seizure  of  the  Don  Josd. 

The  amount  of  the  compensation  would  of  course  be  a  matter  to  be  settled 
afterwards. 

I  subjoin  a  list  of  the  papers  which  accompany  this  note,  and  I  beg  you  to 
be  so  good  as  to  send  them  back  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most' obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i^.t  igc^  ifc. 
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[List  of  Papers.] 

1.  Authenticated  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  British  yice-consnl  at  St 
Jago  de  Cuba  to  the  acting  consul  general  at  Havana,  17th  July,  1863. 

2.  Authenticated  copy  and  translation  of  a  protest  of  the  passengers  and 
crew  of  the  Don  Jos^,  9th  July,  1863. 

3.  Authenticated  copy  of  certificate  of  Commander  Clitz,  of   the  United 
States  ship  Juniata,  8th  July,  1863. 

4.  Authenticated  copy  of  protest  of  master  of  the  Don  Jos^,  10th  July, 
1863. 

5.  Authenticated  copy  of  letter  from  United  States  district  attorney  at  Key 
West  to  acting  British  viceconsul,  15th  July,  1863. 

6.  Protest  of  the  master,  supercargo,  and  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  Don 
Josd,  7th  August,  1863. 


British  Vice-Consul  at  8t.  Jago  ds  Cuba  to  the  Acting  Consul  General  at  Havana. 

British  Vice-Consulate, 

St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  July  17,  1863, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Haytien  sloop  Gustavo  arrived 
yesterday  in  this  port  from  Cape  Haytien,  bringing  eight  passengers,  named 
IPetro  Antonio  Lopez,  Antonio  Rocher,  Francisco  Abril,  Esteran  Estivel,  Jos^ 
Gabocho,  Miguel  Andreosabi,  Juan  Mat,  and  Gabriel  Domingo  Hyle8ias,vbo 
presented  themselves  before  me  with  the  enclosed  certified  copy  of  a  protest, 
noted  by  them  on  the  9th  instant,  before  her  Majesty's  vice-consul  at  Cape 
Haytien,  from  wliich  document  it  appears  that  the  British  schooner  Don  Jose, 
of  Nassau,  Lord,  master,  was  captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Juniata, 
off  Matamoras,  on  the  3d  instant,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Nassau  to  Havana; 
that  Captain  Lord  and  the  supercargo  were  sent  on  to  Key  West  in  the 
schooner,  with  a  prize  crew  on  board;  and  that  the  passengers  and  seamen 
mentioned  above  were  put  oh  board  the  steamer,  and  subsequently  landed  at 
Cape  Haytien,  on  the  8th  instant. 
I  have,  &c, 

FRED.  W.  RAMSDEN,  Vice-Coiu^. 
John  V.  Crawford,  Esq., 

Her  British  Majesty^s  Acting  Consul  General,  ifc,,  ifc.,  ifc, 

Havana,  August  13,  1863. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  faithful  copy,  word  for 
word,  compared,  of  the  original  on  record  in  this  office. 

JOHN  V.  CRAWFORD, 

Acting  Consul  General  in  Cuba, 


Frote$t  of  the  passengers  and  crew  of  (he  Don  Ji.se. 
[Translation.]  ' 

British  Consulate  at  Cape  Haytien,  Hayti. 
On  the  9th  day  of  July,  ]  863,  before  me,  her  Britannic  Majesty 's  vice-consul  Wil- 
liam Borden,  esq.,  appeared  the  following  parties,  landed  here  yesterday  by  the 
United  States  steamer  Juniata,Commander  Ciitz,  now  in  this  port,  said  parlies  being 
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"^ 

the  passengers,  supercargo,  and  crew  taken  forcibly  from  on  board  of  the  British 
schooner  Don  Jos^  of  Nassau,  on  the  2d  instant,  near  the  island  of  Cuba, 
appeared,  as  above  stated,  to  make  their  depositions  in  this  consulate  respecting 
the  illegal  act  through  which  they  found  themselves  at  this  place,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  the  intention  of  solemnly  protesliug  against  the  damages  which 
they  suffer,  as  also  to  reserve  their  rights  in  this  unjust  and  arbitrary  case. 
The  undersigned  parties,  D.  Pedro  Antonio  Lopez,  supercargo;  D.  Antonio 
Eocha,  D.  Francisco  Abril,  passengers  Esteban  Estebal,  Jos^  Gabacho,  Mi- 
guel Andecosabi,  Juan  Mas  and  Gabriel  Domingo  Yglessia,  seamen,  all  belonging 
to  the  schooner  Don  Jos^,  Lord,  master,  declared  and  duly  stated  together 
that  on  the  28th  day  of  June  last  they  left  Nassau,  N.  P.,  at  6  a.  m.,  the 
passengers  being  duly  provided  with  passports,  vized  by  the  Spanish  consul 
at  that  place,  bound  for  Havana,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  100  bags  of  salt 
and  14  bales  of  cotton,  as  far  as  they  remember.    That  nothing  particular  oc- 
curred until  the  2d  instant,  at  5^  a.  ra.,  when  they  aaw  a  steamer  to  the  west- 
ward bearing  towards  them ;  that  at  6  a.  m.  she  fired  a  shotted  gun,  the  shot 
passing  over  the  sails,  and  at  the  same  time  she  hoisted  American  colors.     The 
master  of  the  schooner  answered  by  setting  his  British  ensign,  waiting  the 
steamer's  movements.     The  latter  lowered  a  boat,  and  boarded  them.     What 
was  their  surprbe,  when  the  officer  who  was  in  the  boat,  on  coming  alongside 
of  the  schooner,  ordered  eight  of  his  men  on  board,  and  took  the  helm.     He 
went  below  into  the  cabin,  after  taking  all  the  master's  papers,  and  ordered  the 
passengers  to  deliver  up  all  those  they  might  have ;  and  as  on  board  the  schooner 
there  was  no  other  trunk  than  that  belonging  to  D.  Francisco  Abril,  they  had 
placed  all  their  papers  and  money  under  that  lock  and  key.    Mr.  Abril  opened 
the  trunk,  and  the  officer,  who  was  called  Mr.  Simpson,  commenced  searching 
its  contents,  and  taking  what  papers  he  pleased,  without  paying  any  attention 
to  Mr.  Abril,  who  protested  against  such  a  proceeding,  and  especially  at  the 
officer's  seizing  a  sum  of  dC5,000  and  over  in  bank  of  England  notes,  which 
D.  Josd  Mas  had  confided  to  him  at  Nassau,  under  cover  duly  sealed  for  de- 
livery to  D.  Job6  Prats  at  Havana,  both  the  money  and  the  letter  which  ac- 
companied it  being  addressed  to  the  said  Josd  Prats,  the  amount,  as  appears  by 
the  receipt  which  Mr.  Abril  gave  the  said  D.  Josd  Mas,  at  Nassau,  agreeing 
with  the  bill  of  lading  signed  by  Captain  Lord  for  this  package  of  money. 
Mr.  Abril  having  demanded  from  Mr.  Simpson,  the  officer,  a  receipt  for  what  he 
took  from  him,  the  answer  was,  "Go  to  hell!"     Mr.  Abril  also  declares  that 
Simpson  took  away  from  him  private  letters  fr6m  his  family,  a  contract  for 
cattle  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Melhardo,  Morris  &  Co.,  of  Truxillo,  Honduras, 
and  all  the  letters  and  papers  he  could  find  in  the  chest,  together  with  about 
$300  in  cash.    Mr.  Abrfl  for  the  second  time  asked  for  a  receipt,  but  he  was 
treated  with  great  indignity  on  the  part  of  th^  individual  calling  himself  an 
officer,  but  who  in  reality,  from  his  conduct,  was  unworthy  of  any  such  title. 
He  then  took  away  Captain  Lord,  with  all  the  papers  and  money,  and  half  an 
houi^  afterwards  he  returned  with  Captain  Lord,  and  informed  us  that  we  were 
prisoners,  on  the  plea  that  he  had  found  so  much  monev  on  board  the  schooner, 
besides  some  confederate  notes  on  the  supercargo,  and  also  14  bales  of  cotton, 
which  was  sufficient  evidence  that  they  were  from  a  confederate  port,  and  that 
therefore  both  passengers  an d  sailors  might  pack  up  their  traps.    Under  the  circum- 
stances each  one  commenced  to  look  alter  hunself ;  but  great  was  their  surprise 
when  the  officer,  Mr.  Simpson,  ordered  them  to  leave  many  of  the  things  they 
had  got  ready,  threatening  them  at  every  moment  that  he  would  send  them  in 
the  steamer's  boat,  so  that  each  one  was  allowed  to  take  what  he  could  carry  in 
his  arms.     All  this  passed  on  board  of  the  schooner,  and  they  do  not  believe 
the  facts  can  be  more  truly  stated,  being  convinced  that  such  acts  as  these  de- 
ponents had  the  misfortune  to  experience  from  a  United  States  ship-of-war  have 
no  precedent  as  regards  the  manner  of  such  cruel  treatment  towards  persons  upon 
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their  lawful  avocations.-  D.  V.  Abril,  as  passenger  on  board  tbe  Don  Josd, 
also  declares  that  he  had  private  property  which  he  wished  to  take  with  him 
when  he  left  the  vessel,  such  as  a  spy-glass,  sextant,  charts  and  maps,  and  such 
things  as  belong  to  a  mariner;  also  a  package  containing  16  dozen  silver  thim- 
bles, which  were  forcibly  takeiT  away  from  him,  as  likewise  were  seized  a  parse 
containing  $36  in  cash,  belonging  to  the  cook,  G.  D.  Ygelepias,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  clothes  and  bedding  of  the  crew.  From  the  vessel  the  captain  took 
away  as  mnch  liquors  and  eatables  as  their  boat  would  carry. 

At  9  a.  m.  deponents  were  taken  on  board  the  Juniata,  where  up  to  the 
8th  instant  they  have  been  treated  like  criminals  treat  their  victims  who  fall  into 
their  power. 

We,  therefore,  the  deponents,  have  appeared  at  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consulate 
to  protest,  under  the  profound  conviction  that  the  British  govemment,which  protects 
passengers  seeking  an  asylum  under  its  flag  will  see  us  righted,  and  they  hereby 
protest  in  the  most  solemn  and  most  formal  manner  for  all  losses  and  damages 
which  they  now  are  suffering,  or  may  suffer,  placed  in  such  a  situation  landed 
in  a  foreign  port,  cut  off  from  communication  with  the  place  of  their  destina- 
tion, without  their  property  or  resources  of  any  kind,  stripped  of  the  means  of 
subsistence,  having,  no  connexion  nor  anything  in  common  with  the  war  now 
going  on  against  the  southern  United  States,  having  been  legally  cleared  from  one 
neutral  port  direct  to  another,  and  made  prisoners,  the  lands  of  Cuba  and  Matamo- 
ras  being  distinctly  in  sight.  For  all  these  reasons  and  arguments  we  are  morally 
convinced  that  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  will  serve  us  as  a  guarantee  through 
for  the  restitution  of  the  losses  we  have  suffered,  aiding  us,  through  its  high 
intervention,  to  obtain  a  just  indemnity. 

Thus  declared,  protested,  and  signed,  in  the  mother  tongue  of  the  deponents, 
at  Gape  Haytien,  on  the  above-mentioned  date,  before  me, 

WILLIAM  BORDEN, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty* $  Vice-Conful, 

PEDRO  ANTONIO  LOPEZ, 
ANTONIO  ROCHA, 
.      FRANCISCO  ABRIL, 
ESTEBAN  liTSTIVAL, 
JOSfi  GABACHO, 
CRUX  DE  MIGUEL  ANDECASABI, 
JUAN  MASS, 
GABRIEL  DOMINGO  YGLISIAS. 


Certificate  of  Commodore  ClUz, 

Unitbd  States  Steamer  Juniata, 

Cape  Haytien,  July  8,  1863. 
Sib  :  This  is  to  certify  that  Francisco  Abril  Ledro  Antonio  Lopez,  Antonio 
Berba,  Esteban   Elebul,  Josd  Gabacho,  Miguel  Andreosebi,  ana  Juan  Mas 
were  taken  from  the  schooner  Don  Jose,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1863. 

J.  M.  B.  CLITZ,  Commander. 

British  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  Augitat  12,  1863. 
I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  faithful  copy,  word  for 
word,  compared  of  the  original,  on  record  in  this  oflice. 
[L.  8,]  JOHN  V.  CRAWFORD, 

Acting  Comul  General  in  Cuba. 
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Proteit  of  the  master  qf  the  Dan  Josi. 

HER    BRITANNIC    MAJESTY'S    VICB-CONSULATB    FOR    THB    STATE  OP    FLORIDA 
AND  PORT  OF  KBY  WEST. 

Note  of  protest  of  the  BrUieh  schooner  Don  Josi,  James  E,  Lord^  master. 

James  E.  Lord,  master  of  the  British  schooner  Don  Josd,  of  Nassau,  New 
Proyidence,  appears  this  day  at  the  office  of  the  British  vice-consul,  at  the  British 
vice-consulate  office,  at  Key  West,  and  notes  his  protest,  by  reason  of  damage 
sustained  both  to  his  vessel  and  cargo,  from  having  been  illegally  seized,  when 
on  a  voyage  from  Nassau  to  Havana,  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Juniata, 
being  at  the  time  about  30  miles  south  by  east  from  Cardenas  (the  north  side  of 
Cuba)  light-house. 

The  captain  now  gives  notice  of  protesting,  and  causes  this  note  of  protest 
to  be  entered  on  this  register,  at  Key  West,  July  10,  1863. 

his 
JAMES  E.  +  LOBD. 
mark. 

Hbr  Britannic  Majbsty's  Yigb-Gonsulatb, 

Keif  West,  July  61,  1863. 
I,  J.  B.  Browne,  dcting  vice-consul,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a 
tme  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  note  of  protest,  recorded  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  do  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  ih» 
port  of  Key  West,  this  31st  day  of  July,  1863. 

J.  B.  BROWNE, 
[l.  8.]  Her  Britanme  Majesty's  Acting  Vice-Connil. 

British  Gonsulatb  Gbnbral, 

Havana,  August  7,  1863. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original  document  on  record  in  this  office.* 

JOHN  V.  CRAWFORD, 
[l.  s.]  Acting  Comul  General. 


United  States  District  Attomeff  to  her  Me^utyj's  Vice-Consnl, 

United  Statbs  Attorney's  Office, 

Key  West,  July  16,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  master  of  the  British  schooner  lately  sent  into  this  port  as  priset 
called  the  Don  Jos4,  request  me  to  state  that  no  proceedings  have  been  instituted 
against  the  vessel.  Such  is  the  fact.  On  a  thorough  examination  of  the  ship's 
papers,  and  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  examined,  I  am  unable  to  find  any 
racts  which  warrant  her  detention ;  and  I  have  no  objection  to  her  going  to  sea 
at  any  time. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  J.  BOTNTON, 

United  States  Attorney. 
Joseph  9.  Browne,  Esq., 

Acting  British  Vice-Ckmsul. 

Hbr  Britannic  Majesty's  Yice-Gonsulatb. 

Key  West,  July  31,  1863. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  a  not» 
received  £rom  Thomas  J.  Boynton,  esq.,  the  United  States  district  attorney  for 
30  c  ♦ 
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the  State  of  Florida*  now  on  file  in  this  office.  In  testimony  wbereof,  I  baTe 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Key  West,  this  3lBt  day  of  Jolj, 
1863. 

J.  B.  BROWNE, 
[seal.]  Her  Britannic  Maje$ty*8  Acting  Vtce-dnuul, 

British  Consulate  Obnbral, 

Havana,  August  7, 1863. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original  document  on  record  in  this  office. 

JOHN  V.  CRAWFORD, 

Acting  Consul  Crtneral  in  Ouba. 


Protest  of  the  British  5eAaof|ef  Don  Jos4. 
[L.  8.]  ,  [Triplicate.] 

Enow  all  men  by  this  public  instrument  of  protest,  that,  on  the  7tb  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  at  the  office  of  the  British  consulate  at 
Havana,  before  me,  John  Vincent  Crawford,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  act- 
ing consul  general  inCuba,  personally  appeared  James  £.  Lord,  master,  Oeferino 
Aunonaterio,  supercargo,  and  John  Mass,  seaman,  all  of  and  belonging  to  the 
British  schooner  Don  Josd,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  (official.  No.  46,703 ;  ) 
and  being  severally  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  declared 
that  they,  on  board  of  the  said  vessel,  she  then  being  tight,  staunch,  and  strong, 
well  fitted  and  provisioned,  and  in  every  respect  complete  for  their  then  intended 
voyaffe,  and  bemg  laden  with  a  general  cargo  of  merchandise,  set  sail  and  de- 
parted from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  the  28th  day  of  June  last,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  their  voyage  towards  this  port  of  Havana,  their  clearance  and  other 
papers  being  in  perfect  order.  That  nothing  remarkable  occurred  until  the  mom- 
mg  of  the  2d  «f  July,  when,  about  six  o'clock,  the  island  of  Cuba  being  in 
sight,  Cardenas  bearing  south  by  east  about  30  miles  distant,  a  screw  steamer, 
bearing  no  colors,  fired  a  shot  across  their  bow.  They  immediately  brought  to 
By  the  wind,  and  set  their  ensign.  About  an  hour  afterwards  th^  were  boarded 
by  an  armed  boat  of  the  said  steamer,  which  they  were  informed  was  the  United 
States  ship  Juniata.  The  boarding  officer  demanded  the  vessePs  papers,  and 
after  examining  them,  said  to  the  master,  "You  dare  show  me  such  papers  at 
these?"  and  ordered  the  British  ensign  to  be  hauled  down,  paying  no  attention 
whatever  to  the  master's  protest  against  such  proceeding.  The  master  was 
ordered  to  proceed  on  board  the  Juniata,  where  he  was  detained  about  an  hour, 
and  on  his  return  to  the  schooner  he  found  that  every  chest,  trunk,  and  even 
his  own  private  lockup,  had  been  broken  open,  the  contents  having  been  ran- 
sacked and  pillaged,  and  that  his  nautical  instruments,  charts,  and  papers  had 
been  taken  away.  The  boarding  officer  then  ordered  the  master,  the  crew,  and 
the  passengers  to  go  on  board  the  Juniata,  not  giving  them  time  to  pack  up 
their  clothes,  and  about  three  hours  after  the  commander  informed  them  that 
he  considered  their  vessel  a  legal  prize,  and  would  send  her  to  Key  West  Upon 
which  the  master  requested  to  be  sent  along  with  the  schooner,  accompanied  by 
his  supercargo  and  cook,  which  was  allowed,  with  the  exception  of  the  cook. 
As  soon  as  they  reached  the  schooner,  they  were  informed  by  the  boarding  offi- 
cer that  they  were  prisoners,  and  would  be  treated  as  such.  A  prize  crew,  under 
the  command  of  a  Mr.  Taylor,  was  then  left  on  board,  and  they  started  for  Key 
West.  The  prize  officer  having  found  out  part  of  the  cargo  consisted  of  ten 
demijohns  of  rum  and  a  quarter  cask  of  wine,  commenced  carousing  with  his 
crew,  and  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  men  were  sober  from  that  time  up  to  their 
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•nival  at  Eej  West,  so  much  so  that  the  vessel  strack  the  ground  on  two  oc- 
casions ;  and  had  the  master  not  compromised  with  the  prize  officer  to  pilot  the 
schooner  to  her  destination,  it  is  probable  that  she  would  have  been  lost,  with  all 
hands.  On  their  arrival  at  Key  West,  on  the  7th  of  Jnly,  thej  were  detained 
on  board  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  refused  all  communication  with  the  shore. 
That  on  being  allowed  to  land,  the  master  went  to  the  marshal's  office,  and  de- 
manded his  papers,  which  were  refused  him,  whereupon  he  noted  bis  protest  at 
the  British  vice-consulate.  After  three  days  spent  in  the  examination  of  the 
ship's  papers,  and  of  witnesses,  the  United  States  attorney  declared  that  there 
was  no  room  for  proceeding  against  the  schooner,  there  appearing  nothing  to 
warrant  her  detention ;  and  the  papers  having  been  returned  to  the  master,  he 
engaged  a  crew,  and  was  allowed  to  proceed  with  his  vessel  to  this  port,  where 
she  arrived  on  tiie  17th  of  July,  the  master  duly  reporting  the  facts  at  this  office, 
and  desiring  to  extend  his  protest,  which,  however,  could  not  be  done  until  to- 
day, as  the  master  had  left  some  of  his  documents  at  the  consul's  at  Key  West. 
The  rest  of  the  crew  were  taken  by  the  Juniata  to  Gape  Haytien,  £rom  which 
place  they  have  since  arrived  here.  Now,  therefore,  these  appearers  desired  to 
protest,  and  by  these  presents  do  most  solemnly  protest,  against  the  commander, 
officers,  and  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Juniata,  and  against  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  under  whose  orders  the  said  commander, 
officers,  and  crew  have  acted,  for  the  unjust  and  arbitrary  seizure  and  detention 
of  their  vessel,  the  Don  Jos4,  and  her  cargo ;  and  for  all  losses,  damages, 
averages^  demurrage,  and  loss  of  markets  which  have  been  sustained,  or  may 
have  arisen  to  the  said  schooner,  Don  Jos^,  her  tackle,  apparel,  or  to  the  cargo 
and  other  property  on  board,  in  consequence  thereof;  for  these  appearers  sol- 
emnly swear  that  they  have  done  nothing  whatever  to  warrant  the  seizure  and 
detention  of  their  vessel  as  aforesaid. 

JAMES  E.  LORD. 

CEFERINO   DE  MONASTEEIO. 

JUAN  MASS. 

Signed  and  declared  before  me  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 

JOHN  V.  CRAWFORD, 
[l.  8.]  Acting  Ckmiul  Oeneral  in  Omhm. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washingtonf  January  3,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  s6hooner  Don  Jos4 
by  the  United  States  cruiser  Juniata. 

Although  this  case  seems  to  be  a  strong  one,  the  President  thinks  it  neces- 
sary, before  acting  upon  it  definitely,  to  call  on  the  Navy  Department  for  an 
explanation  concerning  the  capture.  This  will  be  done  immediately,  and  the 
captor  will  at  the  same  time  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Boynton  of  the  15th  of  July  last,  comprised  in  the  accompaniments  of  your 
lordship's  note,  with  a  view  to  draw  his  attention  to  the  necessity  of  directness 
in  his  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAJtD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^c,  4v.,  ^c. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington.  January  i,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  mfonn  7011  that  I  have  received  a  despatch  from 
the  lieutenant  goyemor  of  New  Brunswick,  informing  me  that  he  has  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  persons  whose  extradition  is  demanded  bjr 
Tour  note  to  me  of  the  20th  ultimo,  and  that  eveiy  exertion  will  be  made  to 
msure  their  arrest,  should  they  be  found  within  his  jurisdiction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

•  LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd,  Sfc,,  Sfc.p  9fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyont. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WaMhington^  Jamuary  5,  1864. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  vour  lordship's  note  of  the  4fch 
instant,  bv  which  I  learn  that  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick  has  issued  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  persons  whose 
extradition  has  been  demanded  by  me  upon  a  charge  of  complicity  in  the  ninh 
eies  committed  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  and  that  due  exertion  will  be  maae  to 
secure  their  arrest,  if  found  in  that  province. 

Your  lordship  will  please  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  this  gratifying  m- 
formation,  so  honorable  to  the  admimstration  of  his  excellency  and  to  the  gov^ 
srnment  he  represents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Horn  Lobd  Lyons,  ifc.^  4^.,  ^ 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  January  5,  1864. 
My  Lobd:  The  frequency  with  which  applications  for  exemption  from  lia- 
bilities as  citizens  of  tne  United  States  are  made  by  persons  bom  within  her 
Britannic  Mi^esty's  dommions,  who  are  believed  to  have  relinquished  by  domi- 
cile or  otherwise  all  right  to  their  original  nationality,  makes  it  necessary  thai 
I  should  request  you  to  instruct  the  British  eonsuls  in  this  country  to  continue 
to  be  especially  careful  in  the  examination  of  those  who  prefer  claims  before 
them  upon  this  government  in  the  character  of  British  subjects,  and  to  state 
frdly  the  circumstances  affecting  their  right  to  that  character  in  the  representa- 
tions they  may  submit  to  your  lordship.  It  is  apprehended,  too,  that  as,  accord- 
ing to  the  local  law  in  most  parts  of  the  United  States,  a  foreign  consid  has  no 
right  to  administer  an  oath  which  could  legally  affect  anv  matters  of  person  or 
property,  if  a  man  swears  before  such  consul  that  he  has  never  been  natu- 
ralized or  has  never  voted,  and  the  reverse  were  afterwards  to  be  proved,  the 
Sojurer  could  not  be  convicted  of  that  crime.  It  is  consequentlv  quite  probable 
at  not  a  few  are  led  so  to  swear  from  beinff  made  aware  or  this  fact.  It  is  there- 
fore advisable  that  all  affidavits  to  be  used  in  such  cases  should  be  made  be> 
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fore  a  local  magistrate.  The  oonBiil  may  grant  or  reftune  tbe  certificate  of 
nationality  according  to  the  result  That  certificate,  however,  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  conclosive ;  but  while  due  weight  will  always  be  given  to  it,  yet  of 
necessity  in  every  instance  it  will  be  liable  to  be  rebutted  by  counter  proof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  January  6, 1864. 

Snt :  In  several  previous  communications,  and  particularly  in  a  note  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  yon  on  the  30th  October  last,  I  have  stated  the 
very  grave  objections  entertained  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  the  system 
<ii  exacting  bonds  from  merchants  shipping  goods  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Bahamas  islands.  It  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  that  I  should  attempt  to  express 
the  regret  with  which  I  have  learned  that  this  sydtem  of  exacting  bonds  has 
now  been  extended  to  shipments  to  other  British  colonial  ports,  and  especially 
to  shipments  to  Newfoundland. 

I  beg  you  to  consider  very  seriously  the  extract  from  a  despatch  from  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  which,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  I  do 
myself  the  honor  to  enclose;  and  I  ask  your  particular  attention  to  the  state^ 
ments  it  contains  respecting  the  peculiarly  onerous  character  of  the  bonds  which 
are  exacted,  and  respecting  the  especial  hardship  of  imposing  restrictions  of  this 
nature  on  the  export  of  provisions  to  Newfoundland. 

The  matter  appears  to  me  to  be  very  urgent,  as  well  as  very  important,  and 
I  deem  it  therefore  to  be  my  duty  earnestly  to  recommend  it  to  the  immediate 
consideration  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humr 
ble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  ArckibmU  to  Lord  Lpm$. 

[Extract] 

British  Consul  atb, 
New  York,  December  31,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  The  restrictions  which  have  been  imposed  upon  the  shipments  of 
general  merchandise  from  this  port  to  those  of  the  Bahamas  and  ^rmuda 
islands  have  been  heretofore  under  vour  lordship's  consideration.  I  have  now  to 
call  your  lordship's  attention  to  tne  very  injurious  restrictions  which  are  like- 
wise being  placed  on  shipments  of  flour  and  provisions  to  other  British  colonial 
ports,  especially  to  those  of  Newfoundland.  Within  the  last  two  days  I  have 
been  called  upon  by  the  mercantile  firms  of  Messrs.  Robert  Dinwiddle  &  Oo. 
and  Messrs.  M.  E.  Greene  &  Ourrie  for  advice  and  assistance  in  procuring  the 
dearance  at  the  custom-house  of  vessek  destined  for  ports  of  Newfoundland, 
laden  with  flour  and  provisions  ordered  by,  and  to  be  consigned  to,  well-knowii 
houses  engaged  in  the  fisheries  of  Newmundland,  and  in  the  legitimate  local 
trade  of  that  colony. 
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In  regard  to  otie  of  the  TefiselBy  tbe  lona;  belonging  to  the  firm  of  Ponton  tc 
Hicon,  of  Harbor  Grace,  Newfoundland,  and  laden  with  the  following  artides* 
viz :  1,050  barrels  flour,  300  barrels  pork,  100  kegs  butter,  and  other  proyisions, 
the  shippers  were  called  upon  to  enter  into  securities  in  double  the  amount  of 
the  inyoicot  not  merely  that  the  goods  shall  be  landed  at  Harbor  Grace,  but 
that  no  part  of  them  shall  directly  or  indirectly  be  transshipped  to  a  port  in  the 
insurrectionaiy  States,  or  be  in  any  manner  used  for  the  aid  and  comfort  of  the 
insurgents.  I  give  this  as  the  tenor  of  the  obligation,  from  its  recital  to  me  by 
thegentlemen in  question. 

7%e  peculiar  and  oppressive  nature  of  this  bond  is  the  requiring  one  of  the 
sureties  to  be  possessed  of  real  estate  of  double  the  value  of  the  invoice.  Mr. 
Greene  being  fortunately  able  to  swear  that  he  owned  real  estate  to  the  amount 
in  question,  the  security  of  himself  and  his  partner,  with  that  of  a  third  party, 
was  accepted^  and  the  clearance  of  the  vessel  was  accordingly  granted. 

In  regard  to  Messrs.  B.  Dinwiddle  &  Go.,  they  had  loaded  the  brig  Araton, 
of  and  Deloneing  to  St.  John,  Newfoundland,  with  a  similar  cargo  to  that  of 
the  lona,  and  being  called  upon  to  enter  into  a  bond  similar  to  that  above  mmi- 
tioned,  they  have  felt  naturally  a  great  repugnance  to  comply  with  the  proposal, 
not  merely  from  the  vague  nature  of  the  obligation,  and  the  practical  impossi- 
bility of  frdfilling  it,  but  the  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  procuring  a  third  party 
possessed  of  the  requisite  qualification  in  real  estate  to  join  in  the  security.  In 
their  emergency,  and  after  unsuccessful  application  by  them  to  the  custom- 
house authorities  to  dispense  with  the  security,  I,  at  the  request  of  Messrs. 
Dinwiddle  &  Co.,  wrote  two  notes  to  the  collector,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
enclosed ;  the  second  one  being  written  in  pursuance  of  queries  by  the  collector 
himself,  and  upon  these  vouchers,  on  mv  part,  the  vessel  has  been  dearedw 

Knowing  as  I  did  the  highly  respectable  character,  not  merely  of  the  shippers, 
but  of  the  consignees,  and  parties  interested  in  the  shipments  in  question,  who 
are  engaged  exdusively  in  the  legitimate  trade  and  fisneries  of  Newfoundland, 
I  felt  Uiat,  although  I  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  do  so,  I  could  safely  vouch 
for  the  integrity  of  their  proceedings. 

But  inasmuch  as  Newfoundland  is  supplied  in  a  great  measure  frchn  the  ports 

of  the  United  States  with  flour  and  provisions,  and  as  there  will  be  numerous 

shipments  of  these  articles  from  this  port  for  that  colony,  it  is  obvious  that  the 

enrorcement  of  the  restriction  to  which  I  have  adverted  will  be  very  serious, 

if  not  in  some  instances  prohibitory  of  the  legitimate  trade  between  the  United 

States  and  Newfoundland.    Messrs.  M.  E.  Greene  &  Gurrie  have  now  three 

vessels  here  waiting  for  cargoes  of  provisions  on  account  of  Newfoundland 

houses,  and  Messrs.  Dinwiddle  &  Go.  have  long  been  established  shipping  agents 

in  the  same  line.    Messrs.  Dinwiddle  &  Go.  inform  me  that,  to  obtain  the  security 

of  a  person  possessing  an  adequate  amount  of  real  estate,  they  are  compeUed 

either  to  solicit  a  fovor  veir  rductantly  granted  by  a  fnend,  but  which  can 

hardly  be  solicited  a  second  tune,  or  else  pay  for  such  security,  as  they  have 

heretofore  done,  a  commission  of  2i  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  invoice. 
•  •  •*"•  •  •  • 

The  vague  and  almost  impossible  obligation  into  which  shippers  are  required 
to  enter,  the  peculiar  qualification  demanded  in  regard  to  the  sureties,  and  the 
uncertainty  as  to  the  nature  of  the  proof  reouisite  for  the  cancelling  of  bonds, 
which  may  be  held  indefinitely  against  the  obligors,  create  burdens  serious  and 
oppressive,  if  not  almost  prohibitory  of  the  legitioiate  trade  with  British  colonial 
ports. 

I  have,  &C.,  &c, 

E.  M.  ABCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  G.  G.  B.,  4^.,  ^.,  4^., 
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Mr.  ArekUmU  to  the  cMector  rfNno  Y&rk. 

British  Consulate* 

New  York,  December  31,  1863. 

Dbar  Sir  :  At  thereqaest  of  Messra.  Robert  Dinwiddle  &;  Go.»  who  are  sbippiiig 
flour  and  proviBions  to  St.  John,  Newfoundland,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that,  firom 
mj  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  trade  carried  on  at  St.  John  and  other  ports 
in  Newfouncuand,  I  am  confident  that  the  shipments  now  being  made  by  the 
house  of  R.  Dinwiddle  are  solely  and  exclusivdy  for  the  purpose  of  being  con- 
sumed in  that  Island  and  in  the  fisheries  carried  on  there.  I  uiink  it  altogether 
improbable  that  any  such  flour  and  provislone  will  be  transshipped  from  New- 
foundland to  the  southern  ports  of  the  United  States  or  to  any  intermediate  port 
for  that  purpose. 

I  beg  to  add  that  I  have  been  for  some  years  acquainted  with  Mr.  Mahlon 
Vail,  who  has  a  large  bakery  at  St.  John,  N.  P.,  for  the  supply  of  which  he 
has  been  making,  and  requires  to  make,  regular  shipments  of  flour  from  the 
United  States  to  Newfoundland.  I  can  say  with  great  confidence,  that  any  ship- 
ments made  from  hence  by  Mr.  Vail  wiU  be  used  entirely  for  the  purposes  of  hn 
bakery,  or  in  a  email  retail  trade  for  consumption  in  St.  John. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  very  truly, 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

HoiL  the  Collector,  New  York. 


Tke$ametothe 

British  Consulate, 

New  York,  December  31, 1863. 
Dbar  Sir  :  Referring  to  my  note  of  to-day,  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  the  people  of 
Newfoundland  are  not,  nor  is  any  portion  of  them,  interested  in  the  political 
questions  in  the  United  States.  They  have  no  trade,  direct  or  indirect,  nor  any 
commercial  transaction;  with  the  insurgent  States  of  the  Union,  neither  have 
they  any  trade  with  Nassau  or  Bermuda,  except  that  occasionaUy  a  vessel  from 
Bennu£i  may  visit  Newfoundland  seeking  a  ^Ight 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  truly, 

£.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 
Hon.  the  Collector,  New  York. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtoth  Jam^ary  7,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j^our  lordship's 
note  of  the  6tli  inntant,  which  prefers  complaints,  presented  by  her  Majestv's 
coneul  at  New  York,  in  behalf  of  certain  persons  engaged  in  trade  between  tnat 
port  and  Newfoundland.  The  subject  of  the  complaint  is,  that  the  collector  of 
customs  at  New  York  has  exacted  new  and  onerous  bonds  from  such  merchants 
as  security;  that  flour  and  provislone  exported  by  them  to  Newfoundland  shall 
not  ultimately  be  for  the  use  of  the  insurgent  enemies  of  the  United  States.  The 
subject  is  entirely  new  to  me,  and  therefore  I  cannot  undertake  to  decide  upon 
these  complaints  without  first  calling  upon  the  treasury  for  information  as  to  the 
nroceedings  complained  of,  and  for  the  directions  under  which  the  collector  at 
r^ew  York  has  acted.    This  call  will  be  promptly  made. 
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In  tlie  mean  time  I  hope  that  it  may  he  attriboted  to  an  earnest  deeire,  not  to 
increase,  but  to  remove  embarrassments,  if  I  call  to  your  lordship's  recollection 
some  matters  that  probably  will  require  to  be  considered  in  determining  the 
reasonableness  of  these  complaints.  A  formidable  piratical  enterprise  to  make 
war  upon  the  United  States  from  the  British  proyinces  l3ring  on  the  shores  of 
the  laikes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  was  detected  by  her  Majesty's  authorities  in 
these  provinces,  and  was  prevented  fix>m  execution  solely  by  reason  of  the  in- 
formation these  authorities,  acting  in  a  most  humane  manner,  gave  through  your 
lordship  to  the  government  of  &e  United  States.  More  recently  a  band  of 
pirates,  who  have  taken  shelter  in  her  Majesty's  Atlantic  provinces,  when  arrived 
m>m  those  provinces  at  New  York,  went  on  board  a  packet  disguised  as  inoffim- 
iive  persons,  and  when  the  steamer  had  reached  the  nigh  seas,  rose  in  theni^t 
time,  assassinated  the  eujrineer,  seized,  maimed,  and  bound  the  captain,  earned 
the  vessel  into  waters  of  New  Branswick,  and  received  supplies  of  coal  from 
accomplices  awaiting  her  arrival  there,  and  then  conveyed  the  steamer  into  the 
British  waters  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  steamer  being  taken  with  some  of  the  pirates 
on  board  by  a  United  States  ship-of-war  in  these  waters,  and  placed  with  those 
pirates  in  the  hands  of  the  nrovincial  authorities,  these  authorities,  exercising  an 
unquestioned  right,  declinea  to  re-deliver,  except  upon  formal  requisition,  either 
the  vessel  or  the  pirates  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States;  and  when  these  authori- 
ties, in  understood  good  faith,  issued  warrants  for  the  seizure  and  detention  of 
the  pirates,  they  were  saved  or  delivered  from  arrest  by  a  mob  composed  of 
British  subjects,  residents  of  Nova  Scotia. 

More  lately  still  it  has  been  discovered  and  made  known  to  her  Majesty's 
government,  that,  in  violation  of  military  regulations,  one  thousand  rifles  were 
dbipped  from  New  York  to  Halifax,  which  proceeding  could  have  had  no  other 
object  but  either  to  arm  British  subjects  for  a  border  war  against  the  United 
States,  or  to  ship  these  arms  from  Halifax  through  the  blockade  to  the  use  of 
the  insurgent  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

More  recently  it  has  been  discovered  and  promptly  made  known  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's government,  that  through  a  correspondence  carried  on  between  an  agent 
located  in  New  York  and  an  agent  at  Halifax,  pirates  at  that  latter  place  were 
preparing,  under  the  disguise  of  passengers,  to  seize  an^take  two  other  Ameri- 
ean  steamers,  doubtless  through  a  commission  of  the  same  crimes  of  piracy  and 
assassination  which  were  practiced  with  so  much  immunity  by  their  accomplices 
in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 

Still  later,  persons  who  alleged  themselves  to  be  British,  and  who,  one  if  not 
more,  came  offering  themselves  as  neutral  passengers  on  board  American  steamers 
at  New  York  for  passage  to  southern  ports,  were  found  to  be  carrying  forbid- 
den and  treasonable  mails  to  the  insurgents.  Simultaneously  it  was  observed 
that  arms  and  supplies  for  the  insurgents  are  constantly  being  fraudulently  ship- 
ped at  New  York,  by  persons  claiming  British  protection  under  the  British  flag, 
and  even  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents,  and 
such  persons,  as  well  as  the  carriers  of  the  treasonable  mails,  are  now  in  custody. 

I  have  made  known  to  her  Majesty's  government,  in  a  courteous  manner,  and 
as  I  hope  with  the  most  profound  respect,  and  the  most  entire  confidence  in  its 
friendship  towards  the  United  States,  the  President's  opinion  that  these  pro- 
ceedings all  have  their  legitimate  origin  in  that  poUcy  of  ner  Majesty's  govern- 
ment which  recognizes  the  insurgents  as  a  naval  power,  when  in  the  opinion 
of  this  government  they  have  never  had  nor  could  have  any  claim  to  that  title ; 
and  that  their  proceedings  working  together  with  illicit  and  clandestine  transac- 
tions carried  on  in  the  British  waters,  in  violation  of  British  laws,  notwithstand- 
ing courteous  remonstrances  from  this  government,  tend  to  involveher  Majesty's 
K evinces  and  the  United  States  in  a  border  war,  which  would  be  calamitous  to 
th  countries.    Upon  these  grounds  her  Miyesty's  gov^mmeni  have  been  so- 
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lidted  to  oonsiderif  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  do  something  to  arrest  the  practi- 
ces, which  in  the  manner  I  nave  mentioned  have  been  brought  to  their  notice. 

I  beg  leave  now  to  assure  your  lordship  that  the  United  States  deeire  peace 
and  increased  trade  with  her  Majesty's  American  colonies,  as  well  as  with  Great 
Britain,  and  this  government  will  spare  no  means  to  secure  this  end ;  but  that 
it  ought  not  to  excite  surprise  if  at  the  same  time  this  government  practices  the 
vigilance  necessary  to  prevent  information,  materials,  ships,  and  arms  from  being 
conveyed,  whether  by  British  or  American  citizens,  into  and  through  the  prov- 
biCBB  to  sustain  and  prolong  an  inexcusable  domestic  insurrection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom. 


Dbpartmbxt  op  State, 

WcuhingUm^  January  8,  1864. 

,  My  Lord  :  This  department  has  information  that  a  vessel-of-war,  of  a  friendly 
power,  recently  took  on  board  at  New  York  for  exportation  a  large  amount  of 
treasure,  which  ^act  was  not  known  to  the  authorities  until  some  time  after  her 
departure.  The  proceeding  was  not  contrary  to  any  law  of  the  United  States, 
or  perhaps,  strictly  speaking,  to  any  rule  of  comity  reflating  the  intercourse  of 
friendly  powers.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  it  is  desirable  always  to  receive  with 
cordial  hospitality  such  vessels-of-war  of  friendly  powers  as  may  visit  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  expected  that  they  will  not  take  advantage  of  their 
immunities  to  do  anything  which  may  tend  to  disturb  the  usual  course  of  trade, 
or  to  impart  uncertainty  to  those  statistics  upon  that  subject  in  which  all  com- 
mercial nations  are  interested. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  act  adverted  to  was  of  that  character.  It  is  conse- 
quently desirable  that,  hereafter,  when  any  foreira  vessel-of-war  shall  leave,  or 
Boall  propose  to  depart  from,  a  port  of  the  United  States,  her  commander  shall 
report,  through  the  consul  of  the  country  to  which  the  vessel  belongs,  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port,  confidentially  or  otherwise,  the  amotmt  of  spec^ie  proposed  to 
be  exported  exceeding  that  which  may  have  been  on  board  the  vessel  on  her 
arrival. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  4^.,  ifc. 

SSame  sent  to  ministers  of  France,  Bussia,  the  Netherlands,  Spain,  Austria, 
i  Prussia.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom. 

Department  op  State. 

WathingUmi  January  8,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Your  note  of  the  26th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  the 
master  and  crew  of  the  British  steamer  Banshee  captured  on  a  charge  of  violating 
the  blockade,  was  received  during  my  late  absence  from  this  city.    The  atten- 
tion of  the  government  is  seriously  directed  to  that  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bfght  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifCf  4^.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Wcuhingtony  Jomuary  9,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  The  undersigned,  Secretarj  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  present  his  respects  to  the  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  accredited  to  this 
government  as  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  and  to  state 
that  he  has  submitted  to  the  President  certain  papers  which  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  undersigned  by  his  lordship  on  the  2d  day  of  this  month,  and 
which  are  described  as  follows : 

1.  Memorial  of  Snsan  Henry. 

2.  Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt 

3.  Memorial  of  John  E.  Holt 

4.  Affidavit  of  John  E.  Holt. 

5.  Provincial  Secretary  to  Mayor  of  Halifax,  19th  of  December,  1863. 

6.  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  Provincial  Secretary,  19th  of  December,  1863. 

7.  Same  to  same,  22d  December,  1863. 

8.  City  Marshal  to  Mayor  of  Halifax,  21st  December,  1863. 

9.  Police  Constable  Hutt  to  City  Marshal,  21st  December,  1863. 

The  undersigned  is  authorized,  in  the  first  place,  to  express  to  his  lordship 
his  appreciation  of  the  delicacy  of  the  manner  in  which  ms  lordship  has  thus, 
without  formal  complaint  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  government  the  fact  that 
the  commander  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States  steamer  EUa  and  Annie, 
in  their  recent  visit  at  Halifax,  in  pursuit  of  pirates  who  had  captured  the  Amer- 
ican steamer  Chesapeake,  and  taken  reftige  within  British  jurisdiction,  directly 
violated  the  sovereignty  of  her  Majesty,  by  the  assumption  of  power  and  author- 
ity in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  as  well  on  board  the  said  steamer  Chesa- 
peake as  on  board  the  British  schooner  Investigator,  while  within  British  waters, 
without  having  obtained  consent  thereto  of  the  authorities  of  her  Majestv's  goY- 
emment  there  or  elsewhere.  The  undersigned  observes  that  in  some  of  these  pa- 
pers it  is  represented  that  the  acts  of  power  and  authority  referred  to  were 
attended  with  circumstances  of  severity,  rigor,  and  insult  to  British  subjects* 
The  undersigned,  however,  thinks  that  it  sufficiently  appears  from  the  papers 
that  the  rigor  and  severity  alleged  were  not  mater  than  were  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  persons  of  the  pirates  in  pursuit  of  whom  the  officers  complained  of 
were  engaged,  and  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  British  authorities  of  tnat  place. 
He  hopes  mat  this  view  of  the  case  may  be  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government 
The  undersigned  would  observe,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
prisoners  were  promptly  delivered  to  those  authorities,  in  compliance  with  the 
mstructions  of  tnis  department.  The  undersigned  is  further  authorized  to  as- 
sure her  Majesty's  government,  in  the  spirit  of  a  former  communication  made 
by  the  undersigned  to  his  lordship  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  Chesapeake  in 
I&itish  waters,  that  the  President  disapproves  and  regrets  the  act  of  force,  power, 
and  authority  which  was  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  Ella  and  Annie  within 
British  waters  on  the  occasion  mentioned,  as  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations 
and  of  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the  two  countries  so  greatly  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  advantage  of  both  nations. 

The  President  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  proceedings  thus  disapproved 
were  taken  by  the  officers  concerned  under  the  influence  of  a  patriotic  and  com- 
mendable zeal  to  bring  to  deserved  punishment  outlaws  who  had  offended  against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  both  countries.  The  President  while  he  recognizes 
this  circumstance  as  modifying  the  character  of  the  transaction,  and  mitigating 
the  censure  to  be  bestowed  upon  it,  nevertheless  freely  concedes  that  it  does  not 
constitute  a  justification  for  the  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Britain 
which  those  officers  have  committed.    He  has,  therefore,  directed  that  they  shall 
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be  censured  for  this  violatioiiy  and  he  will  take  sueh  other  means  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  a  recnrrence  of  the  grievances  complained  of.  Follj  deter- 
mined to  make  all  the  amends  that  are  due  to  Great  Britain  in  the  premises* 
the  onderQigned  will  await  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government  npon 
the  case  as  it  has  now  been  submitted. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Lord  Lyons 
the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  11,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Beferrmg  to  my  communication  of  the  13th  of  November  last, 
relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  steamship  Sir  William  Peel,  near  Mata- 
moras,  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Seminole,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  of  its  accompaniments,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  From  tnese  papers  it  appears  tbat 
the  legality  of  the  capture  is  now  under  judicial  investigation,  and  that  all  the 
material  facts  in  the  case,  as  presented,  are  controverted  and  denied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant,  ^ , 


Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  4^.,  4^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  WeUes  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

December  26,  1863. 
Sib  :  Beferrbg  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  November  last,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith  a  communication,  dated  the  1st  instant,  from  Commander 
Rolando,  with  enclosures,  replying  to  charges  made  against  him  and  others  of 
the  Seminole,  of  improper  conduct  in  connexion  with  the  prize  steamer  Sir 
William  Peel. 
The  return  of  the  papers,  after  you  shall  have  finished  with  them,  is  requested. 
Very  respectnmy,  yours, 

GIDEON  WELLBS, 
Secretary  <if  the  Navy. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Commander  Eolando  to  Mr.  Welles. 

United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Of  Salnne  Pass,  December  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
November  10,  in  reference  to  a  statement  made  by  the  master,  Ist  officer,  and 
2d  stewadl  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  in  a  protest  made  by  them  and  communi- 
cated by  Lord  Lycms  to  the  State  Department. 
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On  the  llth  of  September  I  seized  the  Britiflh  Bteamer  Sir  William  Peel,  off 
the  coast  of  Texas,  where  she  had  been  landing  a  portion  of  her  cargo,  contra- 
band of  war,  and  was  receiving  confederate  cotton  from  confederate  agents  at 
Brownsville. 

The  ship  was  taken  possession  of  hj  Acting  Ensign  George  B.  Stephenson, 
Master's  Mate  John  Dennett,  and  Sergeant  Mackie  of  the  marine  gnard,  with 
thirteen  of  his  guard,  and  fifteen  men  m>m  this  ship— the  seamen  composing  the 
boat's  crew  who  were  alongside  of  the  PeeL 

As  soon  as  I  saw  mj  boats  go  alongside  of  the  Peel,  I  went  there  ii^^^» 
about  11.30  a.  m.,  and  on  seardiing  the  Sir  William  Peel  I  found  sumdent 
contraband  of  war  to  justify  the  seiaore. 

The  master  of  the  Peel,  at  that  time,  was  not  on  board,  but  I  instructed  his 
1st  officer  to  send  for  him.  A  short  time  after  his  boat  was  seen  returning  to 
the  Peel.    It  was  about  2  p.  m.  when  he  came  on  board. 

I  then  informed  him  (the  master  of  the  Peel)  upon  what  grounds  I  had  seised 
his  ship  and  inquired  for  his  papers.  He  stated  they  were  at  Matamoras.  I  then 
told  him  to  send  for  them,  that  he  would  have  ample  time  to  obtain  them,  which 
he  said  he  would  do,  the  distance  to  Matamoras  being  only  a  ride  of  six  hours 
from  the  village  of  Bagdad,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  crew  of  the  Peel,  forty-two  in  number,  were  then,  with  their  chests  and 
effects,  sent  to  the  Seminole  in  my  boats,  and  on  being  put  on  board,  all  the 
crew  of  the  Seminole  was  withdrawn  from  the  Peel  except  thirteen  marinee, 
under  charge  of  Sergeant  Mackie,  and  eight  or  ten  firemen,  who  were  sent 
to  get  the  engines  in  readiness  for  use.  At  no  time  were  there  more  than  thir- 
teen marines  and  fifteen  men  from  this  ship  on  board  the  Peel,  and  when  the 
men  were  withdrawn,  ten  firemen  replaced  them.  At  about  five  p.  m.  the  trans- 
fer of  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  with  all  their  effects,  to  the  Seminole, 
was  completed. 

I  left  the  Peel  at  about  5  30  p.  m.,  and  returned  to  my  own  ship. 

I  saw  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  marines,  seamen,  or  firemen  at 
all  calculated  to  excite  such  an  infamous  charge  as  is  made  by  the  officers  of 
the  Peel  in  the  protest  reflecting  on  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship. 

On  leaving  the  Sir  William  Feel,  I  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
Gkoree  B.  Stephenson,  with  Acting  Ensign  M.  H.  Earlowski  and  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  John  Dennett,  to  assist  in  keeping  an  eye  on,  everythinff  on  board, 
and  that  a  regular  watch  might  be  kept  on  the  vessel  during  the  night 

The  senior  engineer,  Mr.  Babeock,  was  also  on  board  in  charge  of  the  firemen, 
ttaking  preparations  for  starting  the  ship  next  day. 

About  6  o'clock  the  next  mominff  (on  the  12th  of  September)  I  returned  to 
the  Peel  to  see  die  pron'ess  that  had  been  made  in  getting  her  ready  to  sail,  and 
found  my  men  engaged  shipping  the  propeller,  which  took  some  time.  In  ail 
other  respects  the  ship  was  ready. 

I  found  all  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Seminole,  who  were  on  board  the  Peel, 
perfSdctly  themselves,  and  no  sign  of  any  such  conduct  as  the  protest  represents. 
I  saw  and  conversed  with  the  officers  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  the  night. 

The  conduct  of  John  Maloney,  one  of  the  firemen,  for  drunkenness  and  inso- 
lence to  his  superior,  on  the  Sir  William  Peel,  and  of  Joseph  Cooper,  marine,* 
also  for  drunkenness,  was  brought  to  my  notice,  and  both  men  were  sent  on 
board  the  Seminole,  and  there  confined  in  irons  for  their  offences. 

About  7  a.  m.  the  master  of  the  Peel  came  on  deck  and  stated  that  during 
the  night  there  had  been  drunkenness  and  disturbance  on  board  the  ship,  occa- 
sioned by  the  officers  and  mexi  who  were  in  charge.  I  told  him  that  there  could 
have  be^  but  little  drunkenness,  as  every  precaution  had  been  taken  to  pre- 
vent it  Sentinels  had  been  placed  wherever  he  had  informed  me  there  was 
liquor,  and  what  drunkenness  had  taken  place  among  my  men  was  the  conse- 
quence of  his  steward's  having  given  liquor  to  them  during  the  night ;  but  that  I 
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wiAed  him  to  point  oQt  to  me  any  of  tbe  men  wIk>  had  been  ludfiY  or  (^ 
tnibance,  or  any  offieer  who  had  not  behaved  himself,  and  that  the  offence  should 
be  noticed.    He  Bead :  "No,  that  he  could  not  do  bo;  that  he  had  not  left  his  own 
room  during  the  night,  and  that  it  was  only  the  noise  he  had  heard  " 

The  officers  and  firemen  continued  all  that  day  (12th  September)  until  about 
5  p.  m.  at  work  on  board  the  Peel.  The  work  b^ng  then  completed,  she  was 
started  for  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  the  prize  officer. 

As  regards  that  part  of  the  protest  relating  to  me  personally,  I  have  only  to 
pronounce  it  maliciously  and  unequivocally  false,  ana  in  tlie  statements  of  offi- 
cers who  were  left  in  chai^  during  the  time  I  was  not  on  the  Peel,  and  while 
I  was  on  board,  you  will  find  a  continuous  refutation  of  the  malicious  misstate- 
ment of  the  protest. 

I  have  thought  it  best  that  the  officers  who  were  in  charge  while  I  was  not 

00  board  the  Peel  should  each  forward  to  you  a  statement,  as  it  will  place  before 
the  department  the  whole  chain  of  events  from  the  time  the  ship  was  seized  untO 
she  sailed  for  New  Orleans. 

There  was  nothing  more  that  came  under  my  notice,  and  I  attributed  the 
report  of  the  master  of  the  Peel  about  the  behavior  of  my  officers  and  men,  as 

1  do  the  protest,  to  the  bad  spirit  of  a  person  detected  in  a  wrong,  wishing  to 
embroil  others  that  he  may  escape  the  punishment  for  his  transgressions  in  striv- 
ing to  malign  character. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  ROLANDO, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Swgum  Martin  to  Commander  Rolaudo. 

United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass,  December  1,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  charges  of  the  captain  of  the  prize  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel,  I  would  state  that  bv  his  request  I  visited,  professionally,  his  sick  brother. 
I  remained  on  board  the  ship  some  three  hours,  and  during  that  time  I  witnessed 
none  of  the  intoxication  he  mentions,  except  some  slight  cases  amonff  the  boats' 
crews,  and  I  was  informed  that  Captain  Thomham's  cabin  steward  had,  in  vio- 
lation of  your  orders,  given  the  men  rum.  Before  I  left  I  saw  him  sent  on  deck 
by  Mr.  Stephenson,  he  having  been  caught  in  the  act  of  again  giving  liquor  to 
our  men.  His  persistence  in  doing  so  appears  like  a  design  to  afford  some  base 
for  Captain  Thomham's  misstatement. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  MAftTIN, 

Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 
Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Seminole. 


Assistmnt  Engineer  Bobcat  to  Mr,  WetUs. 

United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Of  Sabine  Pass,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  of  September  last  I  was  ordered  by  Commander  Henry 
Rolando  to  go  on  board  the  steamer  Sir  WiUiam  Peel,  taking  with  me  Third 
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Assistant  Enrineor  H.  M.  Qaiggand  three  firemen.  Shortly  after  my  arrmJ 
on  board  the  JPeel,  Oommander  Eolando  came  on  board  and  remamed  until  about 
five  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  he  returned  to  the  Seminole.  During  the  time  Com- 
mander Rolando  was  on  board  the  Peel  I  saw  him  frequently,  and  received  ordeis 
from  him,  both  while  on  board  the  Peel  and  after  his  return  to  the  Seminole,  the 
same  day,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  accusation  of  his  being  intox- 
icated as  being  utterly  void  of  truth. 

I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  goods  of  any  kind  being  taken  on  board  the 
Seminole  from  the  Peel,  except  that  taken  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Peel. 

The  steward  (as  I  took  him  to  be)  did  offer  me  liquor,  and  others  in  my  presence. 

My  duty  calling  me  about  the  endues  during  the  night,  I  can  only  say  that 
the  engineers  and  firemen  were  all  sober  and  attentive  to  duty,  they  coming  under 
my  immediate  notice. 

I  had  at  no  time  more  than  nine  or  ten  firemen  on  board  the  Peel,  and  neither 
stores  nor  anything  belonging  to  the  Peel  was  touched  or  taken  by  any  men  of 
the  Seminole  to  my  knowledge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLAUDE  BABCOCK. 
Acting  First  Assistant,  Engineerp  in  charge, 

Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Acting  EnHgn  Stephenson  to  Commander  Rolando. 

CFnitbd  States  Stbambr  Sbminolb, 

Sahine  Pass,  December  1,  1863. 

Sib:  By  your  order  of  the  11th  of  September"!  proceeded  on  board  the  Sir 
William  Peel  in  charge  of  the  first  and  second  cutters ;  the  first  cutter  manned 
by  a  crew  of  thirteen  men  and  nine  marines ;  the  second  cutter,  with  her  crew 
of  six  men  and  four  marines,  making  in  all  thirty-two  men  besides  the  officers. 

After  taking  pos9ession  of  the  ship,  according  to  your  strict  orders,  I  posted 
sentries  over  hatchwavs  and  steward's  pantry,  which  adjoined  the  spirit-room, 
with  strict  orders  to  the  orderly  sergeant  to  allow  no  disorderly  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  men.  At  11.40  a.  ul  you  came  on  board.  I  reported  to  you  what 
I  had  done.  We  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  ship.  After  making  as  thorongb 
an  examination  as  we  possibly  could,  you  considered  yourself  justified  in  making 
the  capture,  and  gave  me  orders  to  have  the  crew  transferred  to  the  Seminole. 

I  immediately  gave  orders  to  the  crew  to  have  their  effects  packed  up  and  be 
ready  to  leave  the  ship  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  At  1  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign  Ji .  Kemp- 
ton  came  alongside  with  the  launch,  and  transferred  the  crew.  We  ihen  pro- 
ceeded to  heave  in  the  chain,  there  being  out  about  eighty  or  ninety  fathoms 
on  the  port  anchor.  We  hove  in  to  fifteen  fathoms.  At  5.30  you  gave  me 
further  orders  in  regard  to  getting  the  ship  ready  for  sea,  and  strictly  charged 
me  to  have  a  sharp  eye  on  the  men,  and  prevent  them  if  possible  from  getting 
any  liquor. 

About  6  p.  m.  yon  retured  to  the  Seminole,  and  left  me  in  charge  of  the  Peel. 
The  ship  was  making  water  very  fast,  and  our  men  were  almost  constantly  at 
the  pumps.  Mr.  Babcock  and  myself  came  on  board  the  Seminole  about  7.30 
p.  m.,  to  see  if  the  engineer  of  the  Peel  would  go  on  board  and  give  us  some  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  engines.  He  refused.  We  then  returned  to  the  Peel, 
and  Mr.  Babcock,  after  a  great  deal  of  perseverance,  succeeded  in  finding  the 
principal  cause  of  the  leak,  and  stopped  it.  We  then  went  to  work  to  ship  the 
propeller,  and  about  midnight  succeeded  in  getting  it  in  tolerable  good  running 
order. 
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Notwithstandiiig  all  the  precantion  which  was  used  to  prevent  the  men  from 
getting  liqnor,  there  was  one  or  two  cases  of  drunkenness.  The  steward  of 
the  ship  seemed  determined,  at  some  rate  or  other,  that  they  should  haye  it 
I  caught  him  myself  in  the  act  of  passing  it  through  the  pantry  window.  I 
smelled  ship's  rum  yery  strong,  and  I  think  there  must  haye  heen  considerable 
passed  through  that  wmdow,  which  could  haye  been  easily  done  by  shutting 
tiie  pantry  door,  which  would  prevent  the  sentinel  from  seeing.  When  I  became 
aware  of  it,  I  posted  a  sentry  on  the  other  side  of  the  door,  on  the  berth  deck, 
and  near  the  pantry  window;  and  I  know  that  the  firemen  of  the  ship  had 
Hqaor  in  their  mess-room,  and  that  some  of  our  men  were  in  there  drinking  with 
them,  until  I  put  a  stop  to  it. 

I  diought  that  everything  was  conducted  with  great  propriety,  and  great  al- 
teotion  paid  both  to  personal  feelings  and  property. 

With  regard  to  yourself,  sir,  I  can  testify,  on  oath,  that  you  were  not  intbzi- 
^ted,  and  I  think  that  you  are  entitled  to  great  praise  in  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  you  despatched  your  business  and  got  tne  ship  ready  for  sea. 

I  further  state,  sir,  that  a  short  time  after  I  went  on  board  the  Peel  I  asked 
the  steward  for  a  glass  of  water.  He  said  that  it  was  not  good  without  brandy, 
and  immediately  produced  a  bottle ;  and  again,  some  time  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  feeling  a  little  hungry,  I  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  some  bread  and 
cheese,  which  he  did,  and  also  brought  a  bottle  of  ale  of  his  own  accord ;  and 
from  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture,  I  infer  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  captain  of  the  Peel  to  ply  both  officers  and  men  with  liquor;  but  T 
am  happy  to  say,  sir,  his  designs  were  frustrated,  for,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
and  as  I  have  stated  before,  both  officers  and  crew  were  sober,  and  used  every 
exertion  to  get  the  ship  ready  for  sea  as  soon  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  STEPHENSON, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  Statu  Navy. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Steamer  Seminole,  Sabine  Pass. 


Acting  Ensign  Katiowski  to  Mr.  Welles, 

United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  Obedient  to  your  orders,  I  respectfully  submit  my  statement  in  regard 
to  the  capture  of  the  English  steamer  Sir  William  Peel. 

The  charge  made  against  Commander  Rolando  personally  I  regard  as  entirely 
malicious  and  unfounded,  having  been  in  most  constant  conversation  with  him 
in  regard  of  the  ship,  &c. 

About  thirty  men,  marines,  were  on  board  the  Peel  from  the  Seminole — 
eonstantly  at  work  to  get  the  ship  ready  for  sea.  A  few  cases  of  drunkenness 
appeared,  with  means  that  were  supplied  by  the  ship's  steward.  Prompt  pun- 
isnment  followed,  by  order  of  the  commander.  Ship's  provisions,  clothing,  &c. 
have  not,  to  my  knowledge,  been  transferred  to  this  ship,  further  as  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  men  to  do  so;  the  boats  were  always  in  charge  of  an  officer. 
I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  KARLOWSKI. 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  UniUd  States  Navy,  Washington. 
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Assistant  Endneor  H.  M.  Qnin  and  three  firemen.  Shortly  after  my  arrhnal 
on  board  the  reel,  Oommander  Kolando  came  on  board  and  remained  until  aboai 
five  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  he  returned  to  the  Seminole.  During  the  time  Com- 
mander Rolando  was  on  board  the  Peel  I  saw  him  frequently,  and  received  ordean 
from  him,  both  while  on  board  the  Peel  and  after  his  return  to  the  Seminole,  the 
same  day,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  accusation  of  his  being  intox- 
icated as  being  utterly  void  of  truth. 

I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  goods  of  any  kind  being  taken  on  board  the 
Seminole  from  the  Peel,  except  that  taken  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Peel. 

The  steward  (as  I  took  him  to  be)  did  offer  me  liquor,  and  others  in  my  presence. 

My  duty  calling  me  about  the  engines  during  the  night,  I  can  only  say  thai 
the  engineers  and  firemen  were  all  sober  and  attentive  to  duty,  they  coming  under 
my  immediate  notice. 

I  had  at  no  time  more  than  nine  or  ten  firemen  on  board  the  Peel,  and  neither 
stores  nor  anything  belonging  to  the  Peel  was  touched  or  taken  by  any  men  of 
the  Seminole  to  my  knowledge. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLAUDE  BABCOCK, 
Acting  First  Assistant,  Engineer,  in  charge^ 

Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


Acting  Ensign  Stephenson  to  Commander  Rolando. 

United  States  Stbambr  Sbminolb, 

Sahine  Pass,  December  1,  1863. 
Sir:  By  your  order  of  the  11th  of  September^!  proceeded  on  board  the  Sir 
William  Peel  in  charge  of  the  first  and  second  cutters ;  the  first  cutter  manned 
by  a  crew  of  thirteen  men  and  nine  marines ;  the  second  cutter,  with  her  crew 
of  six  men  and  four  marines,  making  in  all  thirty-two  men  besides  the  officers. 
After  taking  pos9ession  of  the  ship,  according  to  your  strict  orders,  I  posted 
sentries  over  hatchways  and  steward's  pantry,  which  adjoined  the  spirit-room, 
with  strict  orders  to  the  orderly  sergeant  to  allow  no  disorderly  conduct  on  &e 

Kof  the  men.  At  11.40  a.  m.  you  came  on  board.  I  reported  to  you  what 
d  done.  We  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  ship.  After  making  as  thorough 
an  examination  as  we  possibly  could,  you  considered  yourself  justified  in  making 
the  capture,  and  gave  me  orders  to  have  the  crew  transferred  to  the  Seminole. 

I  immediately  gave  orders  to  the  crew  to  have  their  effects  packed  up  and  be 
ready  to  leave  the  ship  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  At  1  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign  F.  Kemp- 
ton  came  alongside  with  the  launch,  and  transferred  the  crew.  We  then  pro- 
ceeded to  heave  in  the  chain,  there  being  out  about  eighty  or  ninety  fathoms 
on  the  port  anchor.  We  hove  in  to  fifteen  fathoms.  At  5.30  you  gave  me 
further  orders  in  regard  to  getting  the  ship  ready  for  sea,  and  strictly  charged 
me  to  have  a  sharp  eye  on  the  men,  and  prevent  them  if  possible  from  getting 
any  liquor. 

About  6  p.  m.  you  retured  to  the  Seminole,  and  left  me  in  charge  of  the  Peel. 
The  ship  was  making  water  very  fast,  and  our  men  were  almost  constantly  at 
the  pumps.  Mr.  Babcock  and  myself  came  on  board  the  Seminole  about  7.30 
p.  m.,  to  see  if  the  engineer  of  the  Peel  would  go  on  board  and  give  us  some  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  engines.  He  refused.  We  then  returned  to  the  Peel, 
and  Mr.  Babcock,  after  a  great  deal  of  perseverance,  succeeded  in  finding  the 
principal  cause  of  the  leak,  and  stopped  it.  We  then  went  to  work  to  ship  the 
propeller,  and  about  midnight  succeeded  in  getting  it  in  tolerable  good  running 
order. 
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Notwithstandiiig  all  the  precantion  which  was  used  to  prevent  the  men  from 
getting  liqnor,  there  was  one  or  two  cases  of  dronkenness.  The  steward  of 
the  ship  seemed  determined,  at  some  rate  or  other,  that  thej  shonld  have  it 
I  can^t  him  myself  in  the  act  of  passing  it  through  the  pantry  window.  I 
smelled  ship's  rmn  very  strong,  and  I  think  there  must  have  heen  considerable 
passed  through  that  window,  which  could  have  been  easily  done  by  shutting 
tiie  pantry  door,  which  would  prevent  the  sentinel  from  seeing.  When  I  became 
aware  of  it,  I  posted  a  sentry  on  the  other  side  of  the  door,  on  the  berth  deck, 
and  near  the  pantry  window;  and  I  know  that  the  firemen  of  the  ship  had 
liquor  in  their  mess-room,  and  that  some  of  our  men  were  in  there  drinking  with 
them,  until  I  put  a  stop  to  it. 

I  thought  that  everything  was  conducted  with  great  propriety,  and  great  at- 
tention paid  both  to  personal  feelings  and  property. 

With  regard  to  yourself,  sir,  I  can  testify,  on  oath,  that  you  were  not  intbzi- 
eated,  and  I  think  that  you  are  entitled  to  great  praise  in  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  you  despatched  jour  business  and  got  tne  ship  ready  for  sea. 

I  further  state,  sir,  that  a  short  time  after  I  went  on  board  the  Peel  I  asked 
the  steward  for  a  glass  of  water.  He  said  that  it  was  not  good  without  brandy, 
and  immediately  produced  a  bottle ;  and  again,  some  time  in  the  course  of  tne 
day,  feeling  a  little  hungry,  I  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  some  bread  and 
cheese,  which  he  did,  and  £dso  brought  a  bottle  of  ale  of  his  own  accord ;  and 
from  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture,  I  infer  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  captain  of  the  Peel  to  ply  both  officers  and  men  with  liquor;  but  T 
am  happy  to  say,  sir,  his  designs  were  frustrated,  for,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
and  as  I  have  stated  before,  both  officers  and  crew  were  sober,  and  used  every 
exertion  to  get  the  ship  ready  for  sea  as  soon  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  STEPHENSON, 
Actittg  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Seminole,  Sahine  Pass. 


Acting  Ensign  Kariawski  to  Mr.  WelUs, 

United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Salnne  Pass,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  Obedient  to  your  orders,  I  respectfully  submit  my  statement  in  regard 
to  the  capture  of  the  English  steamer  Sir  William  Peel. 

The  charge  made  against  Commander  Rolando  personally  I  regard  as  entirely 
malicious  and  unfounded,  having  been  in  most  constant  conversation  with  him 
in  regard  of  the  ship,  &c. 

About  thirty  men,  marines,  were  on  board  the  Peel  from  the  Seminole — 
eonstantly  at  work  to  get  the  ship  ready  for  sea.  A  few  cases  of  drunkenness 
appeared,  with  means  that  were  supplied  by  the  ship's  steward.  Prompt  pun- 
ishment followed,  by  order  of  the  commander.  Ship's  provisions,  clothing,  &c. 
have  not,  to  my  knowledge,  been  transferred  to  this  ship,  Airther  as  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  men  to  do  so ;  the  boats  were  always  in  charge  of  an  officer. 
I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  KARLOWSKI, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  UniUd  States  Navy,  Washington. 
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Acting  M.  M.  Dennett  to  Commander  Rolando. 

United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Sabine  PasSf  December  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  state,  relatiye  to  the  captore  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  that  the 
chaises  made  by  the  captain  of  that  steamer  against  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Seminole,  with  breaking  open  his  store-room,  with  stealing  and  nsing  yio- 
lence  to  persons  and  property,  and  even  going  so  ihr  as  to  charge  Captain 
Solando  nimself  with  being  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  are  false. 

I  saw  Captain  Kolando  when  he  came  on  board  the  Sir  William  PeeL  I  re- 
ceived orders  firom  him  while  there,  and  saw  him  when  he  left  the  ship  (about 
5  p.  nk)  and  consider  the  charge  of  his  being  intoxicated  at  the  time  an 
unmitigated  falsehood,  without  any  foundation  whatever.  The  nomber  of  men 
is  also  greatly  exaggerated,  there  not  being  more  than  thirty  men,  besides  the 
firemen,  on  board  at  any  one  time,  and  a  more  orderlv  set  of  men  I  never  saw. 
I  saw  but  two  men  whom  I  thought  were  intoxicated.  They  were  immediately 
O^mfined  and  sent  on  board  the  Seminole  early  the  next  morning. 

I  was  in  the  store-room  during  the  time  I  was  on  board  but  twice.  I  saw 
the  steward  there,  who  gave  me  a  glass  of  water.  I  was  not  there  when  it  was 
opened ;  cannot  say  who  opened  it. 

Among  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel  I  noticed  several  whom  I  thought 
vere  intoxicated;  the  two  engineers  I  considered  most  decidedly  drunk,  and 
one  fireman  was  in  such  a  beastly  state  of  intoxication  it  was  not  considered 
safe  to  remove  him.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  never  as  yet,  in  my  whole  life, 
drank  a  glass  of  intoxicating  liquor,  consequently  I  consider  myself  entirely 
free  of  the  above  charge. 

If  any  violence  was  used  to  either  persons  or  property,  I  know  nothing  of  it. 
I  beinff  the  youngest  officer  on  board,  my  duties  were  mostiy  confined  to  the  r 
forward  part  of  the  ship,  and  of  course  I  know  veiy  little  of  what  took  place 
in  the  after  part. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DENNETT, 
Acting- Master* s  MatCf  United  States  Navy. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Seminole,  Sabine  Pass, 


Sergeant  Maekie  to  Commander  Rolando, 

United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Of  Sabine  Pass,  November  30,  166.1. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  you,  I  make  the  following  report  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  tl^e  United  States  steamer  Seminole  while  on 
board  the  prize  steamer  Sit  William  Peel,  during  September  11  and  12, 1663,  ofiT 
the  Bio  Grande. 

About  noon,  on  the  11th  of  September,  I  was  sent  on  board  the  Sir  William 
Peel  in  command  of  the  marine  guard  of  the  Seminole,  thirteen  in  number.  As 
soon  as  I  arrived  on  board  the  Sir  William  Peel  the  raard  was  stationed  at 
and  on  all  the  important  parts  of  the  ship,  and  strict  oraers  given  by  myself  to 
the  sentinels,  as  well  as  by  the  officer,  Mr,  Stephenson,  ensign,  then  in  charge 
of  the  Seminole's  crew,  numbering  in  all  about  thirty  men,  induding  the  marines, 
that  all  liquor  be  strictly  and  ciurefully  guarded,  and  that  not  a  single  article 
of  any  kind  be  allowed  to  be  touched  by  any  one  whatsoever. 
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Shortly  after  1  p.  m.  Oommiufider  Bolaxido  come  on  board  and  inqtdred  for 
the  master  of  the  Sir  William  Poel,  but  as  he  was  not  on  board,  the  first  officer 
was  sent  for,  and  he  and  Commander  Rolando  went  down  into  the  saloon,  and 
going  to  the  after  part  of  it  sat  down  to  await  the  master's  arrival,  which  was 
expected  momentarily. 

while  they  were  thus  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  master,  I  and  the  two  senti- 
nels stationea  over  the  steward's  pantry  and  stores  were  visited  by  the  steward 
of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  and  bringing  two  large  decanters  of  French  brandy, 
asked  us  to  take  a  drink,  and  at  the  same  time  brought  us  into  the  pantry,  set- 
ting before  us  several  kinds  of  refreshments,  and  before  leaving  produced  a  bottle 
of  cognac  brandy,  pouring  out  a  large  quantity  into  glasses  for  us ;  but  I  threw 
the  portion  set  out  for  myself  upon  the  deck,  and  forbade  the  men  to  take  any. 
It  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  intention  of  the  steward  to  make  me  and  my  men 
drunk,  if  he  could  do  so. 

Commander  Rolando  sent  for  me  about  this  time,  and  gave  me  poiitive  and 
strict  orders  concerning  the  steward^s  pantry,  especially  the  liquors  contained 
in  it ;  these  orders  I  communicated  at  once  to  the  guard. 

The  master  of  the  Peel  came  on  board  about  2  p.  m.  and  went  down  into  the 
saloon,  taking  a  seat  in  the  after  part  of  it ;  remained  there  in  close  conversation 
with  him  (Commander  Rolando)  for  some  time. 

Commander  Rolando  came  forward  as  soon  as  the  conversation  was  ended 
and  gave  orders  to  Mr.  Stephenson  to  take  charge  of  the  ship,  and  to  send  her 
crew  on  board  the  Seminole.  Commander  Rolando  also  directed  Mr.  Babcock, 
chief  engineer  of  the  Seminclc,  to  go  down  and  take  charge  of  the  engines  and 
boilers. 

In  the  execution  of  these  orders  they  were  quietly  but  firmly  carried  into 
efiect ;  no  violence  of  any  kind  was  used,  but  every  facility  was  aflforded  the 
crew  of  the  Sir 'William  Peel,  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Seminole;  and 
indeed,  so  far  from  using  violence,  they,  the  Seminole's  crew,  laid  aside  their 
arms  and  assisted  as  if  they  were  shipmates,  and  upon  their  arrival  on  board  the 
Seminole  the  men  shared  their  provisions  with  them ;  and  so  little  restraint  was 
placed  upon  them,  they  might  almost  be  said  to  have  the  ship  to  themselves. 

After  thoroughly  inspecting  every  part  of  the  ship,  and  seeing  all  her  men  on 
board  the  Seminole,  Commander  Rolando  left  the  ship,  about  5  p.  m.,  for  the 
Seminole,  and  before  leaving  he  sent  for  me  and  gave  me  very  strict  orders  in 
regard  to  the  vigilance  of  the  guard,  and  especially  about  the  store-rooms,  and  I 
am  confident,  as  are  every  officer  and  man  on  board  at  that  time,  that  Com- 
mander Rolando  was  perfectly  sober  and  himself,  and  I  am  prepared  to  take 
oath  to  that  eflFect,  as  at  any  time  since  or  before  his  coming  on  ooard  this  vessel. 
During  the  night  everything  was  conducted  as  quietly  and  gently  as  possi- 
ble, nor  were  there  any  evidences  of  intoxication  on  the  part  of  the  men  except 
in  two  cases,  and  that  was  from  the  effects  of  liquor  given  to  them  by  the 
steward  of  the  Sir  William  Peel ;  and  indeed  I  had  to  remonstrate  with  him 
several  times  about  it,  and  once  had  to  relieve  a  sentinel  off  duty  to  prevent  his 
becoming  intoxicated.  If  I  had  not  used  authority  to  prevent  the  steward  from 
giving  the  men  liquor,  nearly  every  man  on  board  at  the  time  would  have 
become  intoxicated,  as  it  was  freely  offered  and  given  to  any  one  that  pleased 
to  accept  it. 

There  were  not  at  any  time  more  than  thirty  men,  including  marines,  from  the 
Seminole  on  board  the  Peel ;  and  when  the  crew  of  the  Peel  was  sent  to  the 
Seminole,  all  of  our  sailors  returned  and  ten  firemen  were  sent  to  get  the  engines 
ready  for  use ;  thus  during  the  night  there  were  on  board  only  the  guard  of 
thirteen  and  ten  firemen. 

I  would  further  state  that  nothing  of  any  kind  was  taken  or  touched  by  any 
of  the  officers  or  men  of  the  Seminole  belonging  to  the  Sur  William  Peel,  that 
came  under  my  knowledge* 
31  c» 
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The  above  is  a  dear,  Aill,  and  concise  statement  of  all  that  transpired  while 
I  was  on  board  the  Sir  William  Peel,  in  command  of  the  marine  guard. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  MACKIE, 
Orderly  Sergeant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 
Commanding  Marine  Guardf  United  States  Steamer  Seminole. 

Henry  Rolando,  Esq., 

Commander  United  States  Steamier  Seminole. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  12,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  telegram  this  day 
.  received  from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal,  relative  to  a  sup- 
posed gathering  of  insurgents  at  Windsor,  Canada,     This  information  is  im- 
parted m  order  that  you  may  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  making 
the  same  known  to  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Giddings  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram."! 

United  States  Milftarv  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 

[Received  in  cipher,  January  12.] 

Montreal,  January  12,  via  New  York,  January  12,  1S64. 
Lieutenant  Braine,  Colonel  Talbot,  and  other  confederates  are  here  on  their 
way  to  Windsor.    There  seems  to  be  a  concentration  there  for  some  purpose. 

J.  R.  GIDDINGS, 
United  States  ConsuL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State. 

Washington,  January  13,  1S64. 

Mv  Lord:  Referring  to  my  note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  extradi- 
tion of  John  C.  Braine,  H.  A.  Parr,  John  Pai-ker  Locke,  alias  Vernon  G. 
Lock,  David  Collins,  George  Robinson,  John  Wade,  and  others,  fugitives  ^rom 
the  justice  of  the  United  States,  then  supposed  to  have  taken  refuge  in  the 
British  province  of  New  Brunswick,  or  of  Nova  Scotia,  I  now  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  is  possible  that  the  fugitives  above  named,  especially  John 
C.  Braine,  may  have  taken  reftige  in  Canada.  I  will  consequently  thank  you 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  their  delivery  up  by  the  Canadian  authori- 
ties in  pursuance  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLLA3I II.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Setpard  to  Lord  Lyon9> 

Department  of  State, 

W{i9hington,  January  13,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo,  rela- 
tive to  the  case  of  the  British  bark  Julia,  and  to  my  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  and  addressed  to 
this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ifc.y  ifc. 


Mr,  Chate  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Treasury  Department,  Junuary  11, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  despatch  of  Lord  Lyons,  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  and  accompanying  papers,  relative  to  the  voyage  of  the  British 
bark  Julia  from  Amoy. 

The  charter-party  is  express  in  its  provisions  that  the  "  charterers  (are)  to 
have  the  option  of  sending  the  vessel  to  Montreal,  New  York,  Charleston,  or 
New  Orleans,  but  to  one  port  only,  and  to  either  of  the  southern  ports  only,  if 
the  blockade  is  raised  and  the  port  open  for  commerce,"  of  which  the  master 
would  be  advised  on  reaching  St.  Thomas. 

Relying  on  the  integrity  of  the  papers  submitted,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  voyage 
to  be  made  is  perfectly  legitimate,  and  that  the  insertion  of  the  name  of  Ghaxles- 
ton  in  a  charter-party  made  in  China,  with  the  provision  above  cited,  is  na  cause 
for  seizure  on  the  arrival  of  this  hiark  into  the  port  of  New  York,  and  have  so 
advised  the  collector  of  customs  of  that  port. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Tretuury,  ' 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washlngton,  January  13,  1864. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Majesty  V  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiarv  to  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  9th  instant,  which  the  honorable  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  addressed  to  him,  with 
regard  to  the  proceedings  in  Nova  Scotia  of  the  United  States  naval  officers 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake. 

The  undersigned  has  hastened  to  communicate  a.  copy  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  note  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

He  begs  the  Secretary  of  State  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  very  high  con- 
sideration. 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAH  H.  Sbward.  tfc,,  Sfc.f  1^. 


482  DIPLGiaTIO  OOBSESFONBBNOE. 

The  above  is  a  dear,  ftill,  and  concise  statement  of  all  that  transpired  while 
I  was  on  board  the  Sir  William  Peel,  in  command  of  the  marine  guard. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  MACKIE, 
Orderly  Sergeant  United  States  Marine  Corps, 
CommaTtding  Marine  Chiard,  United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 
Henry  Rolando,  Esq., 

Commander  United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washing/on,  January  12,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  coot  of  a  telegram  this  day 
,  received  from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal,  relative  to  a  sup- 
posed gathering  of  insurgents  at  Windsor,  Canada.     This  information  is  im- 
parted m  order  that  you  may  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  making 
the  same  known  to  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8fc.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Oiddings  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

United  States  Milftarv  Telegraph, 

War  Department, 
[Received  in  cipher,  January  12.] 

Montreal^  January  12,  via  New  York,  January  12,  1S64. 
Lieutenant  Braine,  Colonel  Talbot,  and  other  confederates  are  here  on  their 
way  to  Windsor.     There  seems  to  be  a  concentration  there  for  some  purpose. 

J.  B.  GIDDINGS, 
United  Stat^  Consul 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  13,  1S64. 

Mv  Lord:  Refemng  to  my  note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  extradi- 
tion of  John  C.  Braine,  H.  A.  Parr,  John  Parker  Locke,  alias  Vernon  6. 
Lock,  David  Collins,  George  Robinson,  John  Wade,  and  others,  fugitives  from 
the  justice  of  the  United  States,  then  supposed  to  have  taken  refuge  in  the 
British  province  of  New  Brunswick,  or  of  Nova  Scotia,  I  now  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  is  possible  that  the  fugitives  above  named,  especially  John 
C.  Braine,  may  have  taken  reftige  in  Canada.  I  will  consequently  thank  you 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  their  delivery  up  by  the  Canadian  authcMri- 
ties  in  pursuance  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8fc„  Sfc,,  ^r. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lard  Lyom, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtaih  January  13,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo,  rela- 
tive to  the  case  of  the  British  bark  Julia,  and  to  my  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  and  addressed  to 
this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc^  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Chaee  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Treasury  Department,  Junuary  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  despatch  of  Lord  Lyons,  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  and  accompanying  papers,  relative  to  the  voyage  of  the  British 
bark  Julia  firom  Amoy. 

The  charter-party  is  express  in  its  provisions  that  the  "  charterers  (are)  to 
have  the  option  of  sending  the  vessel  to  Montreal,  New  York,  Charleston,  or 
New  Orleans,  but  to  one  port  only,  and  to  either  of  the  southern  ports  only,  if 
the  blockade  is  raised  and  the  port  open  for  commerce,"  of  which  the  master 
would  be  advised  on  reaching  St.  Thomas. 

RelyiuG^  on  the  integrity  of  the  papers  submitted,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  voyage 
to  be  made  is  perfectly  legitimate,  and  that  the  insertion  of  the  name  of  Charles- 
ton in  a  charter-party  made  in  China,  with  the  provision  above  cited,  is  no  cause 
for  seizure  on  the  arrival  of  this  hA^k  into  the  port  of  New  York,  and  have  so 
advised  the  collector  of  customs  of  that  port. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  • 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  LyoTM  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  13,  1864. 

The  ondersigned,  her  Britannic  Majesty  V  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentianr  to  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  9fch  instant,  which  the  honorable  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  addressed  to  him,  with 
regard  to  the  proceedings  in  Nova  Scotia  of  the  United  States  naval  officers 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake. 

The  undersigned  has  hastened  to  communicate  a^  copy  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  note  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

He  begs  the  Secretary  of  State  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  very  high  con- 
sideration. 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Ifc.,  ^.,  i^e. 
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Lord  LyoHM  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  January  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  yeeterdaj  afternoon  the  honor  to  receive  yoor  note  of  the  same 
day  communicating  to  me  intelligence  which  you  had  received  from  the  United 
States  consul  general  at  Montreal,  respecting  a  gathering  of  enemies  of  the 
United  States  at  Windsor,  in  Canada.  I  immedixUely  transmitted  the  intelli- 
gence to  the  governor  general  at  that  province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^;.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  informed  that  the  British  brigs 
Volante,  of  Jersey,  and  Dashing  Wave,  of  Liverpool,  have  been  captured  by 
United  States  cruisers  at  Matamoras ;  and  her  M^esty's  government  have  di- 
rected me  to  inquire  of  you  on  what  grounds  these  vessels,  which  are  stated  to 
have  been  engaged  in  a  legitimate  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Mexican  port  of  Matamoras  have  been  thus  captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,    - 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  8fc.,  ^.   * 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

WasAingtont  January  14,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  in  which,  under  the  instructions  of  your  government,  you  ask  to  be 
informed  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  British  brigs  Volante,  of  Jersey,  and 
Dashing  Wave,  of  Liverpool,  have  been  captured  by  United  States  cruisers  at 
Matamoras,  and  to  state  that  I  have  made  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  the  desired  intelligence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^Vm  fy:,,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  15,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  communicatioa  of  the  17th  ultimo  relative  to 
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the  case  of  Patrick  Hamilton — a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren — and  to  mj  replj, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
addressed  to  this  department  hy  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  high  consideration,  yonr  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfc.,  l^.^  ^. 


Mr,  WcUes  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navv  Depabtjibnt,  January  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Lyons,  with  copies  of  the 
accompaniments,  relative  to  the  case  of  Patrick  Hamilton,  a  prisoner  in  Fort 
Warren,  who  claims  to  be  a  British  subject. 

Patrick  Hamilton  was  captured  while  violating  the  blockade,  and  was  detained 
because  he  was  represented  to  be  a  pilot  and  a  dangerous  man— one  who  had 
been  constantly  engaged  in  violating  the  laws  and  r^nlations  of  this  govern- 
meht. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  January  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  despatch  and  its  en- 
flosures  which  I  have  this  day  received  from  the  governor  general  o£  Oanada, 
lelative  to  the  detention  of  live  stock  by  the  United  States  customs  authorities 
at  Niagara  suspension  bridge.  I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  recommend  these 
papers  to  the  mimediate  attention  of  the  proper  authorities,  and  I  should  be  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  you  to  let  me  have  an  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  thehi^est  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^c.^  ifc^  S^. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons. 

QOVBRNMBNT  HoUSB, 

Quebec,  January  9,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  excellency  an 
approved  minute  of  the  executive  council  of  this  province,  toeether  widi  a 
report  of  the  chief  officer  of  the  customs  department  on  which  that  minute  is 
founded. 

I  shall  feel  obliged  if  your  excellency  will  bring  these  documents  before  the 
notice  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States,  in  order  that,  if  the  con- 
struction put  by  the  United  States  customs  officers  at  the  suspension  bridge, 
Niagara,  on  the  orders  issued  by  the  Treasury  and  War  Department  is  erroneous, 
instructions  may  be  given  accordingly. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONOK. 

Lobd  Lyons. 


4H  VVrhO^ATlQ  C0EBE8P0NIUSNGE. 


Report  qf  «  committee  of  the  honorable  the  eiecutire  council^  approved  (y  Am  excellency  the 
governor  general  on  the  8th  January^  1864. 

On  a  representation  made  by  MeBsrs.  Nash  and  Davies,  of  Hamilton,  0.  W^ 
stating  that  a  large  number  of  live  hogs  imported  by  them  from  American 
markets  have  been  stopped  by  the  American  customs  authorities  at  the  Niagara 
suspension  bridge,  under  certain  alleged  orders  from  the  War  and  Treasury 
Departments  at  Washington,  which  they  interpret  as  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion of  live  hogs,  and  requesting  the  assistance  of  the  government  to  obtain 
relief  in  the  premises,  the  honorable  the  minister  of  finance  recommends  that  a 
copy  of  a  report  on  the  above  case  made  by  the  commissioner  of  customs  be 
transmitted  by  your  excellency  to  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  with 
the  view  of  having  its  subject-matter  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  American 
government 

The  finance  minister  states  he  is  persuaded  there  must  have  been  some  mis- 
ILpprehension  of  the  scope  of  the  orders  issued  by  the  War  and  Treasury 
Departments  at  Washington,  on  the  part  of  the  custom  house  official  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  as  they  have  not  been  construed  as  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  live  hogs  to  Canada  at  any  other  point. 

The  committee  advise  that  the  above  recommendation  be  approved  and  acted 
on. 

Certified. 

WILLIAM  H.  LEE, 
Committee  Executive  Council 


Report  upon  the  case  of  Messrg,  Nash  aiul  Davies,  of  Hamilton^  C.  W,,  relative  to  certain 
live  stock  detained  by  the  United  States  cttstoms  authorities  at  the  suspension  bridge. 

%  Finance  Department  Customs, 

Quebec,  January  5,  1864. 

Messrs.  Nash  and  Davies  are,  it  appears,  large  dealers  and  contractors  in  the 
pork-packing  business  at  Hamilton,  C  W.,  and  having  lately  made,  as  such,  laraw 
purchases  of  Hve  hogs  in  American  markets,  had  directed  that  the  hogs  should 
be  forwarded  to  them  in  Canada,  via  Niagara  suspension  bridge. 

They  now  represent  that  on  the  2l8t  of  December  last,  the  hogs  in  question 
were  detained  in  transit  by  the  American  customs  authorities,  at  the  suspension 
bridge,  nnder  certain  orders  issued  by  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments  of 
the  United  States,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  munitions 
of  war,  the  first  of  which  orders  having  date  November  21,  1862,  appears  from 
the  copy  transmitted  to  have  issued  under  the  direct  authority  of  the  President ; 
the  other  two  bearing,  respectively,  date  the  13th  and  19th  of  May  last,  having 
issued  the  one  from  ue  War  and  the  other  from  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Nash  and  Davies  do  not  appear  to  have  been'aware  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  prohibition,  or  at  least  of  its  extending  to  live  stock,  it  being  well  known 
that  down  to  the  time  of  the  detention  of  their  hogs  at  the  bridge,  importations 
of  all  sorts  of  live  stock,  horses,  horned  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  &c.,  had  been  made 
into  Canada  from  the  United  States  throughout  Uie  year,  and  long  therefore 
after  the  date  of  the  prohibitory  orders  referred  to. 

By  the  6fficial  returns  to  this  department,  it  would  appear  that  during  the  first 
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three  quarters  of  1863  the  importations  of  live  stock  from  the  United  States  into 
this  province  were  as  follows  : 

Hones.       Homed  Cattle.  Sheep.  Pigs. 

First  quarter 445                1,521  900  1,768 

Second  quarter 451                2, 0y3  441  5,299 

Thirdquaiter 423                1,903  1,414  3,300 

1,319                 5,508  2,755  10,307 


The  returns  for  the  last  quarter  of  1863  have  not  all  come  in,  but  the  statements 
received  from  eight  only  or  the  Canadian  ports  show  the  following  importations  : 

Horses 277 

Homed  cattle 664 

Sheep 2,  707 

Pigs 7,  517 

Messrs.  Nash  and  Davies  were  therefore  taken  by  surprbe  when  informed  that 
211  live  hogs,  which  they  had  purchased  in  American  markets,  were  stopped  at 
the  suspension  bridge  under  the  prohibitory  orders  referred  to,  and  thus  now 
appeal  to  this  department  to  ascertain,  if.  is  presumed,  how  far  through  its  instru- 
mentality any  measures  of  relief  could  be  obtained,  to  meet  the  consequences  of 
their  inability,  under  such  circumstances,  to  falfil  the  contract  they  have  entered 
into  of  the  right  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  of  all  other  national 
governments,  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  any  article,  or  class  of  articles,  which 
it  may  be  their  policy  to  retain  at  home  for  war  and  other  purposes,  there  can, 
it  is  believed,  be  no  doubt. 

The  prohibitory  orders  in  question  do  not  appear  to  transcend  that  right,  and 
the  undersigned  can  therefore  see  no  means  by  which  their  consequences  can  Lc 
avoided  in  Canada ;  nor  can  this  non  exportation  order  be  viewed,  as  suppoeed 
by  Messrs.  Nash  and  Davies,  in  the  light  of  an  interference  with  the  reciprocity 
treaty,  such  order  having  no  bearing  upon  our  exports  to  the  United  States  under 
that  treaty.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  case  of  Messrs.  Nash  and  Davies 
appears  to  bo  without  any  direct  remedy,  except  by  special  representation  of  the 
government  at  Washington,  founded  upon  the  fact,  which  it  so  abundantly 
established  by  official  returns,  that  long  after  the  promulgation  of  the  orders  in 
question  in  the  United  States,  and  before  their  existence  or  scope  were  generally 
known  to  the  trade  in  Canada,  importations  of  live  stock  continued  to  be  made 
as  usual  from  the  United  States  into  Canada,  justifying  the  impression  that  the 
prohibition  was  not  considered  by  the  customs  authorities  of  the  United  States 
as  extending  to  the  exportation  of  live  stock. 

Upon  this  basis  it  is  believed  that  the  case  of  Messrs.  Nash  and  Davies  might 
be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  Washington,  and 
submitted  for  favorable  consideration ;  at  the  same  time  the  undersigned  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  public  notice  be  given  in  this  province  of  the  prohibitory 
order  in  question,  issued  by  the  United  States  government,  so  soon  as  the  scope 
of  such  order  can  be  officially  ascertained. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  S.  M.  BOUOHETTE, 
Commissioner  of  Customs. 

Hon.  L.  n.  HoTTEN." 

Finance  Minister, 
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Lard  Lyam  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  16,  1864. 

My  Dbar  Sir  :  I  8cnd  you  herewith  the  papers  relative  to  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  which  I  showed  you  this  morning.  I  have  added  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  mayor  of  Halifax  to  the  provincial  secretary. 

The  papers  enclosed  comprise,  therefore,  an  extract  from  a  despatch  firom 
General  Doyle,  administrator  of  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  me,  dated 
6th  instant,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  General  Doylo  to  me,  dated  14th  instant, 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  mayor  of  Halifax  to  the  provincial  secretaiy* 
dated  30th  December  last. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  S^.j  4^.,  i^. 


Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Oetural  Dojfle  to  Lord  LyonSt  dated  Halifax^  January  ^^  1864. 

"  Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
despatch  of  December  22,  communicating  the  application  of  the  honorable  W. 
H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  for  the  extradition,  under  the 
treaty,  of  John  C.  Braine,  H.  C.  Parr,  John  Parker  Locke,  alias  Vernon  G. 
Locke,  David  Collins,  George  Robinson,  John  Wade,  and  others,  but  upon 
which  no  action  has  been  taken,  as  I  bad  previously  granted  my  preliminary 
warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  same  persons  upon  the  requisition  of  tte 
vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  port. 

"  I  beg  also  to  enclose  herewith  a  corrected  copy  of  my  despatch  of  the  23d 
ultimo  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  to  be  substituted  for  the  copy  pre- 
viously forwarded  to  your  lordship,  as  some  slight  alterations  were  made  in 
that  document  before  it  was  forwarded  to  England.  I  also  transmit,  for  your 
information,  my  second  despatch  of  the  24th  of  December,  forwarded  to  his 
grace  by  the  same  post. 

"  As  your  lordship  has  been  already  addressed  by  telegraph,  my  government 
bavins  decided  to  put  the  Chesapeake  into  the  court  of  vice-admiralty,  pre- 
cluded the  adoption  of  any  suggestion  to  dispose  of  her  by  the  direct  action  of 
the  government. 

**  Surrounded  as  this  matter  is  with  complicated  legal  questions,  the  course 
thus  taken  to  secure  the  decision  upon  them  of  a  judicial  tribunal  will,  I  doubt 
not,  meet  with  your  approval. 

"  Although  no  apprehension  on  the  part  of  my  government  existed  as  to  the 
safety  of  the  Chesapeake  from  any  atcempt  to  interfere  with  her,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  take  every  precaution  to  put  that  beyond  doubt  by  placing  an  armed 
partyon  board,  and  mooring  her  securely  in  Halifax  dock-yard. 

*' The  advocate  general  has  been  engaged  in  completing  the  necessary  papers, 
and  she  was  this  day  handed  over  to  the  court  of  vice-a£niralty. 

"  I  have  further  to  inform  your  loi'dship  that  having  learned  that  goods  had 
been  landed  from  the  Chesapeake  in  the  country  districts  of  this  province,  I 
despatched  duly  commissioned  revenue  officers  in  search  of  them,  and  they  have 
seized  all  that  could  be  found  and  sent  them  to  this  port,  where  they  are  now 
warehoused,  and  will  abide  the  decision  of  the  court. 

"  As  your  lordship  has  been  ah-eady  advised,  I  issued  a  commission  to  investi- 
gate the  char^  contained  in  a  telegram  to  the  vice-consul  here,  to  the  effect  ihat 
Braine  had  been  arrested  at  Petite  Hiviere,  but  rescued  by  the  people.  The 
report  of  this  commission  proves  that  statement  was  inaccurate,  as  Braine  had 
not  been  served  with  any  legal  process  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 


DIPLOMATIO  GOSBESFONIXDMB..  489 

''Up  to  the  pres^it  tmie  none  of  the  parties  agauist  whom  warrants  were 
issued  have  been  apprehended  in  this  province,  although  eresry  &cility  has 
been  r^idered  by  my  government  for  that  purpose. 

"  In  accordance  with  my  previous  letter  to  his  worship  the  mayor  of  this  city, 
offering  any  assistance  the  civil  power  might  require,  tnat  officer  made  applica- 
tion to  me  to  aid  him  with  a  mUitary  force  a  few  days  since,  when  Braiue  was 
expected  here  by  the  railway  train.  This  was  promptly  granted,  and  every 
means  taken  to  secure  him,  but  in  vain,  as  he  was  not  found^-^  Vide  accompany- 
ing copies  of  letters  from  the  mayor.) 

"  The  parties  accused  of  having  prevented  the  arrest  of  Wade  were  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  the  proper  authorities  wiUi  a  view  to  requiring  bonds 
for  their  appearance  to  answer  the  charge  at  the  first  sitting  of  the  supreme 
court  in  April  next.  Upon  their  application  for  time  for  defence  the  case  was 
remanded  until  Monday,  the  11th  instant. 

''  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  will  keep  your  lordship  informed  of  any 
additional  facts  that  may  transpire  in  connexion  with  this  matter." 


Tilegram  from  OtnercU  DoyU  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated 

Halifax,  January  14,  1864. 

The  examination  of  witnesses  for  ther  crown  against  Drs.  Almen  and  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Keith,  accused  of  having  assisted  Wade  to  escape,  occupied  f\rom 
twelve  until  half  past  seven,  on  the  11th  instant,  and  the  facts  were  brought 
out  too  clearly  for  misapprehension.  The  substance  of  lieutenant  Reyne's  re- 
port, which  is  in  your  possession,  was  proved  in  every  particular. 

First.  The  civilians  on  the  Queen's  wharf,  which  is  a  very  large  one,  were 
not  in  all  forty,  (40,)  and  all  of  respectable  position. 

Secondly.  Not  a  shadow  of  evidence  of  concert  or  premeditation  to  obstruct 
arrest  of  Wade. 

Thirdl V.  Onlv  the  three  gentlemen  above  named  at  all  implicated ;  the  latter 
two  in  the  slightest  degree  possible,  and  after  a  struggle  between  Dr.  Almen 
and  the  constable  had  commenced. 

Fourthly.  No  arrest  made.  The  obstruction :  Dr.  Almen  calling  a  boat  pro- 
ceeding in  the  stream,  and  interfering  with  constable's  pistol  when  presented 
against  the  boat  All  three  above  named  bound  over  to  stand  their  trial  at  the 
first  sitting  of  the  supreme  court,  I  waiting  until  recognizances  were  completed 
(which  they  were  not  until  yesterday)  to  telegraph  to  you. 

HASTINGS  DOYLE. 
Major  Creneral  and  Adminutrator, 


Ths  Mayor  of  Halifax  to  Mr.  Tupper. 

Mayor's  Office,  Halifax, 

December  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  convey  to  his  honor  the  ad- 
ministrator of  the  government  my  thanks  for  the  military  aid  so  promptly 
afforded  me  yesterday  in  the  intended  arrest  of  John  G.  Braine. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  effort  was  unsuccessftil,  although  no  precautions  were 
omitted  for  securing  the  object  in  view.  I  directed  two  policemen  to  proceed 
with  ijfe  warrant  to  the  Bedford  station,  (about  nine  miles  from  the  town,)  and 
to  return  to  town  by  the  evening  train  from  Truro.  If  Braine  should  be  a  pas- 
senger, they  were  to  arrest  him  and  hand  him  over  to  the  city  marshal,  who 
was  directed  to  be  at  the  terminus  with  a  strong  force  to  receive  him. 
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I  waa  present  mjself  on  the  arrival  of  the  tnaiit,  as  was  also  die  city  miarshal 
with  the  whole  available  poliee  force,  aided  by  a  military  party  of  sufficient 
strength  to  overcome  any  attempt  at  interference,  should  such  have  been  con* 
templated. 

I  had  requested  the  American  consul  to  send  some  person  to  accompany  the 
police  who  could  identify  Braine,  and  an  en^neer  and  fireman  of  the  Chesa- 
peake were  accordingly  sent  for  that  purpose. 

No  passenger,  however,  could  be  found  in  the  train,  after  a  most  thorough 
search,  bearing  any  resemblance  to  Braine. 

As  it  was  possible  that,  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  the  authorities,  he 
might  have  exchanged  at  one  of  the  country  stations  from  the  Truro  to  the 
Windsor  train,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  latter,  but  with 
equally  unsuccessful  results. 

P.  CARTERET  HILL,  Mayor. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Jamuary  16,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  This  department  has  been  informed  by  Mr.  Leas,  the  commercial 
affent  of  the  United  States  at  Belize,  British  Honduras,  that  recently  the 
United  States  schooner  J.  L.  Gerrity,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Matamoras  to 
Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  with  six  passengers,  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  latter,  her  master  and  crew  being  placed  in  the  boat  from  which  it  is 
supposed  they  subsequently  landed  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  The  ^ag  of  the  m- 
surgents  having  then  been  hoisted  on  the  vessel,  and  her  name  changed,  she 
went  to  Belize  and  disposed  of  her  cargo.  The  leaders  in  this  act  of  piracy 
were  J.  F.  Brown  and  Thomas  Hogg.  The  names  of  the  four  others  are  not 
known. 

Mr.  Leas  endeavored  to  have  them  arrested,  in  order  that  they  might  be  de- 
livered up  for  trial  in  this  country,  pursuant  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Washington ;  but  although  the  authorities  at  Belize  were  prompt  and  coll^ 
teous  upon  the  occasion,  the  pirates,  according  to  om*  last  intelligence,  had  prob- 
ably escaped  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  those  authorities.  If,  however,  they 
should  hereafter  be  found  there,  or  in  any  other  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominion, 
their  delivery  as  aforesaid  will  be  expected,  in  conformity  with  the  very  proper 
disposition  manifested  by  the  authorities  at  Belize.  The  vessel  remains  at 
Belize.    Her  restitution  will  also  be  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^t?.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  18,  ISG4. 
Mv  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  I  have  received  your  lordship's  papers  rel(\M"Jf  ^^ 
the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  at  Hali^Etx,  described  as  follows :  An  extract  from 
a  despatch  from  Gkneral  Doyle,  administrator  of  the  government  of  Nova 
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Sootia,  to  you,  dated  the  6th  instant;  a  copy  of  a  telegnun  from  Greneral  Doyle' 
to  you,  dated  the  14th  instant;  and  a  copy  of  a  Tetter  from  the  mayor  of 
Halifax  to  the  provincial  secretary,  dated  the  30th  of  Decemher  last. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that  the  proceedings  of  the  governor 
general  of  Nova  Scotia  in  regard  to  this  matter  seem  to  have  been  conducted 
in  good  faith  towards  his  own  government  as 'well  as  towards  that  of  the 
United  States. 

It  appears  to  the  President,  however,  that  the  governor  general,  as  the 
executive  oflScer  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  under  the  circumstances  of 
that  extraordinary  case,  ought  to  have  relinquished  to  the  agents  of  this  govern- 
ment the  stolen  vessel  and  the  pirates  found  on  board  of  her,  subject  to  the  ex- 
press engagement  of  this  government  to  answer  to  the  British  government  any 
daim  that  it  might  have  either  upon  the  ship  or  the  men.  It  will  be  fortunate, 
indeed,  if  the  delays  which  have  resulted  from  the  opposite  course  adopted  by 
his  excellency  do  not  encourage  the  same  or  other  offenders  to  the  commission 
of  new  crimes  against  the  peace  and  dimity  of  both  countries.  We  shall  await 
the  termination  of  the  judicial  proceedings  which  have  been  instituted  in  the 
case  with  deep  interest,  and  it  can  hardly  be  necessarv  for  me  to  say  that,  in 
the  view  of  this  government,  no  adverse  decision  of  the  provincial  tribunals 
can  modify  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  full  restitu* 
tion  which  has  been  asked  by  this  department. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord  Lyons,  faithfully  yours  always, 

WILUAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^^  S^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  18,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  lordship  the  facts 
relating  to  the  arrest  of  James  McHugh,  referred  to  in  your  note  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  with  the  views  of  that  case  which  are  taken  by  this  government. 

James  McHugh  claims  that  he  was  bom  in  Ireland,  and  is,  therefore,  a  subject 
of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  domiciled,  residing,  and  pursuing  a  mer- 
cantile business  in  Savannah  when  the  insurrection  broke  out;  and,  at  the  time 
of  his  arrest,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  service  of  John  Treanor,  an  insurgent,  residing 
in  Savannah.  It  is  not  known,  nor  does  it  appear,  that  McHugh,  since  coming 
to  this  country,  has  manifested  or  entertained  any  intention  of  returning  to  Great 
Britain,  and  renewing  his  alleged  native  allegiance.  It  is  not  known  to  this 
government  whether  or  not  he  has  been  naturalized,  or  has  made  the  preliminary 
legal  declaration  of  an  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He 
left  Savannah  after  the  war  began,  but  at  what  time  is  not  known  to  this  gov- 
ernment, and,  by  running  the  blockade,  proceeded  to  Ireland.  In  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  his  employer  in  Savannah,  he  purchased  in  some  British 
port  merchandise,  to  be  shipped  and  nm  through  the  blockade  to  Savannah. 
The  merchandise  was  of  the  value  of  between  seventeen  thousand  and  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  It  was  shipped  at  Liverpool,  on  board  of  the  Bermuda,  which 
claimed — ^whether  truly  or  not  this  government  is  not  informed — to  be  a  British 
vessel,  and  which  bore  the  British  flag.    She  carried,  besides  the  freight,  drugs, 

Enpowder,  and  canvas  before  named.  The  shipping-agents  were  Fraser,  Tren- 
Im  &  Company,  agents  at  Liverpool  of  the  insurgents  at  Richmond.  The 
captain  of  the  Bermuda  was  an  insurgent  citizen  of  the  United  States,  bom  in 
Charleston,  and  residmg  there  or  in  some  othec  part  of  the  region  now  in  insur- 
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I  was  present  myself  on  the  arrival  of  the  tnaiit,  as  was  also  die  diy  marshal 
with  the  whole  available  poliee  force,  aided  by  a  military  party  of  sufficient 
strength  to  overcome  any  attempt  at  interference,  should  such  have  been  con* 
templated. 

I  had  requested  the  American  consul  to  send  some  person  to  accompany  the 
police  who  could  identify  Braine,  and  an  en^neer  and  fireman  of  the  Chesa- 
peake were  accordingly  sent  for  that  purpose. 

No  passenger,  however,  could  be  K>und  in  the  train,  after  a  most  thorough 
search,  bearing  any  resemblance  to  Braine. 

As  it  was  possible  that,  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  the  authorities,  he 
might  have  exchanged  at  one  of  the  country  stations  fcom  the  Truro  to  the 
Windsor  train,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  latter,  but  with 
equally  unsuccessful  results. 

P.  CARTERET  HILL,  Mayor. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Was/iiTigton,  January  16,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  This  department  has  been  informed  by  Mr.  Leas,  the  commercial 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  Belize,  British  Honduras,  that  recently  the 
United  States  schooner  J.  L.  Gerrity,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Matamoraa  to 
Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  with  six  passengers,  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  latter,  her  master  and  crew  being  placed  in  the  boat  from  which  it  is 
supposed  they  subsequently  landed  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  The  fiag  of  the  in* 
surgents  having  then  been  hoisted  on  the  vessel,  and  her  name  changed,  she 
went  to  Belize  and  disposed  of  her  cargo.  The  leaders  in  this  act  of  piracy 
were  J.  F.  Brown  and  Thomas  Hogg.  The  names  of  the  four  others  are  not 
known. 

Mr.  Leas  endeavored  to  have  them  arrested,  in  order  that  they  migbt  be  de- 
livered up  for  trial  in  this  country,  pursuant  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Washington ;  but  although  the  authorities  at  Belize  were  prompt  and  cour- 
teous upon  the  occaeion,  the  pirates,  according  to  om*  last  intelligence,  had  prob- 
ably escaped  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  those  authorities.  If,  however,  they 
should  hereafter  be  found  there,  or  in  any  other  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominion, 
their  delivery  as  aforesaid  will  be  expected,  in  conformity  with  the  very  proper 
disposition  manifested  by  the  authorities  at  Belize.  The  vessel  remains  at 
Belize.    Her  restitution  will  also  be  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  Sfc.,  4v. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Warshington^  January  18,  18G4. 
My  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  I  have  received  your  lordship's  papers  relying  to 
the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  at  Hali^Etx,  described  as  follows :  An  extract  ^m 
a  despatch  from  Gkneral  Doyle,  administrator  of  the  government  of  Nova 
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Sootia,  to  you,  dated  the  6tb  instant;  a  copy  of  a  telegnun  from  Greneral  Doyle 
to  yon,  dated  the  14th  instant;  and  a  copy  of  a  Tetter  from  the  mayor  of 
Hali£iiZ  to  the  provincial  secretary,  dated  the  30th  of  December  last. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that  the  proceedings  of  the  governor 
general  of  Nova  Scotia  in  regard  to  this  matter  seem  to  have  been  conducted 
in  good  faith  towards  his  own  government  as  well  as  towards  that  of  the 
United  States. 

It  appears  to  the  President,  however,  that  the  governor  general,  as  the 
executive  oflScer  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  under  the  circumstances  of 
that  extraordinary  case,  ought  to  have  rdinquished  to  the  agents  of  this  govern- 
ment the  stolen  vessel  and  the  pirates  found  on  board  of  her,  subject  to  the  ex- 
press engagement  of  this  government  to  answer  to  the  British  government  any 
daim  that  it  might  have  either  upon  the  ship  or  the  men.  It  will  be  fortunate, 
indeed,  if  the  delays  which  have  resulted  from  the  opposite  course  adopted  by 
his  excellency  do  not  encourage  the  same  or  other  offenders  to  the  commission 
of  new  crimes  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  both  countries.  We  shall  await 
the  termination  of  the  judicial  proceedings  which  have  been  instituted  in  the 
case  with  deep  interest,  and  it  can  hardly  be  necessarv  for  me  to  say  that,  in 
the  view  of  this  government,  no  adverse  decision  of  tne  provincial  tribunals 
can  modify  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  full  restitu- 
tion which  has  been  asked  by  this  department. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord  Lyons,  faithfully  yours  always, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  fyc.,.3fc.,  S^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Wdihington,  January  18,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  lordship  the  facts 
relating  to  the  arrest  of  James  McHugh,  referred  to  in  your  note  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  with  the  views  of  that  case  which  are  taken  by  this  government. 

James  McHugh  claims  that  he  was  bom  in  Ireland,  and  is,  therefore,  a  subject 
of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  domiciled,  residing,  and  pursuing  a  mer- 
cantile business  in  Savannah  when  the  insurrection  broke  out;  and,  at  the  time 
of  his  arrest,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  service  of  John  Treanor,  an  insurgent,  residing 
in  Savannah.  It  is  not  known,  nor  does  it  appear,  that  McHugh,  since  coming 
to  this  country,  has  manifested  or  entertained  any  intention  of  returning  to  Qreat 
Britain,  and  renewing  his  alleged  native  allegiance.  It  is  not  known  to  this 
government  whether  or  not  he  has  been  naturalized,  or  has  made  the  preliminary 
legal  declaration  of  an  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He 
left  Savannah  after  the  war  began,  but  at  what  time  is  not  known  to  this  gov- 
ernment, and,  by  running  the  blockade,  proceeded  to  Ireland.  In  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  his  employer  in  Savannah,  he  purchased  in  some  British 
port  merchandise,  to  be  shipped  and  nm  through  the  blockade  to  Savannah. 
The  merchandise  was  of  the  value  of  between  seventeen  thousand  and  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  It  was  shipped  at  Liverpool,  on  board  of  the  Bermuda,  which 
claimed — whether  truly  or  not  this  government  is  not  informed — to  bo  a  British 
vessel,  and  which  bore  the  British  flag.  She  carried,  besides  the  freight,  drugs, 
ronpowder,  and  canvas  before  named.  The  shipping-agents  were  Fraser,  Tren- 
hdm  &  Company,  agents  at  Liverpool  of  the  insurgents  at  Richmond.  The 
captain  of  the  Bermuda  was  an  insurgent  citizen  of  the  United  States,  bom  in 
Gharlestouy  and  residmg  there  or  in  some  other  part  of  the  region  now  in  insur- 
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rection.  The  yessel  was  cleared  for  Bermnda,  and  no  other  port,  and  arrived 
at  that  port — ^McHagh  being  on  board,  together  with  the  aforesaid  freight.  After 
some  stay  there  the  Bermnda  proceeded  to  sea,  mider  a  pretence  of  going  to 
Nassan,  bnt  really  intending  to  ran  the  blockade.  She  was  captured;  her 
captain  destroyed  his  papers.  The  prisoner  was  found  on  board;  and  he  admits 
that  he  was  proceeding  to  reach  Savannah  through  the  blockade.  The  Bermuda 
was  taken  into  Philadelphia,  when  the  prisoner's  examination  was  taken,  and 
then  he  was  discharged  from  custody,  under  a  belief  that  he  was  a  neutral  sub- 
ject of  a  foreign  power. 

In  the  month  of  December  last  this  government  found  it  necessary  to  institute 
a  search  of  vessels  and  papers  departing  from  the  port  of  New  York,  in  order  to 

Esvent  piracy  in  our  waters  and  on  the  high  seas.  McHngh  was  found  on 
ard  of  the  steamship  Oity  of  Washington,  then  about  to  leave  New  York.  On 
his  person  was  found  a  collection  of  pictures,  illustrative  of  his  devotion  to  and 
habitual  association  with  the  insurgents,  and  of  hostility  to  the  United  Statee* 
and  letters  addressed  by  disloyal  citizens  of  Baltimore  to  pretended  officers  in 
the  insurgent  forces,  bearing  the  pt^tended  postage  stamps  of  the  insurgents. 

Under  these  circumstances,  James  McHugh  was  arrested,  and  is  detained  in 
militaiy  custody,  as  an  active  enemy  of  the  United  States,  who  has  no  daim  to 
be  treated  as  a  neutral  subject  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

I  am  further  to  inform  your  lordship  that  since  it  is  now  confessed  and  fatty 
known  that  the  pretended  insurgent  authorities  at  Bichmond  are  engaged  in 
loading  vessels  and  cargoes  from  British  ports  to  the  American  ports  on  so-called 
government  account,  and  since  the  Bermuda  was  despatched  with  her  unlawfid  - 
cargo  by  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Company,  this  government  presumes  in  her  case* 
until  those  who  shall  be  found  in  her  service  shall  prove  to  the  contrary,  that 
she  is  not  a  neutral  merchantman,  but  a  war  transport,  and  that  James  McHugh, 
a  resident  owing  temporary  general  allegiance  to  tne  United  States,  having  been 
found  on  board  of  her,  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  enemy,  is,  on 
that  ground,  detained  as  on  insurgent,  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

I  append  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  written  by  the  prisoner,  McHugh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


[Prom  the  Washington  Chronicle  of  the  16tb  January,  1864.] 

MR.  M'HUOH  has  9TBAMBRS  FOR  SALE. 

Mr.  McBugh  to  Mr.  Lamar. 

Belfast,  July  24,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Yonr  favor  of  the  22d  is  come  to  hand.  I  was  pleased  to  see 
your  name  in  the  paper  as  having  arrived  by  the  Canada,  as  I  feared  yon  were 
on  hoard  the  steamer  Victory,  captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Florida, 
ofiP  Frying  Pan  shoals,  last  month.  Should  you  not  succeed  in  procuring 
steamers,  we  have  still  a  few  left  here  that  may  be  had  at  a  price.  A  verv  nice 
little  river  steamer,  called  the  Heroine,  leaves  here  at  the  latter  end  of  next 
month,  virtually  for  the  Australian  trader  Although  the  parties  have  paid  c€500 
of  a  deposit,  yet  they  may  back  down,  as  they  bought  her  thinking  that  Vicks- 
burg  would  still  be  able  to  hold  out. 
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I  bIiaU  be  f^i»i  to  bear  from  yon,  as  to  wbat  da7  I  may  expect  70a  oyer 
bere.    If  not  conyeiiient,  I  shall  go  over  and  meet  you  in  Liverpool. 
WjBdting  your  reply,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McHUGH. 
0.  A.  L.  Lamab,  Esq. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

Washington,  January  18,  1864. 

81R :  I  had,  ten  days  ago,  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  8th  instant, 
informing  me  that  the  attention  of  this  government  was  seriously  directed  to  the 
subject  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  British  steamer 
Banshee. 

The  case,  as  presented  to  me  in  the  despatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at 
New  York,  whidi  I  had  the  honor  to  commimioate  to  you  on  the  26th  of  last 
month,  is  that  of  British  subjects — the  master  and  crew  of  a  British  vessel—^ 
captured  on  suspicion  of  breach  of  blockade,  who  are  detained  as  prisoners  under 
direct  instructions  from  the  United  States  government. 

You  will  at  once  perceive  that,  as  the  case  stands,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
acquiesce  in  this  exercise  of  power  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
You  will  remember  that  it  has  more  than  once  been  my  duty  to  declare  to 
you,  by  order  of  her  Mi^esty's  government,  that  it  cannot  be  admitted  that 
subjects  of  the  queen  are  to  be  treated  as  priEA)ners  of  war  because  they  form 

Krt  of  the  crew  of  a  vessel  captured  for  breach  of  blockade ;  and  you  will  not 
ve  forgotten  the  distinct  and  positive  declaration  to  that  effect  which  I  made, 
by  the  express  command  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  the  note  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  present  to  you  on  the  3 1st  October  last,  with  regard  to  the  case 
of  the  Victor.  You  will  therefore  readily  understand  that  I  feel  bound  to  press, 
without  further  delay,  for  an  explicit  answer  to  my  request  or  information  as 
to  the  grounds  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  Banshee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.t  8fc,,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  January  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  day 
before  yesterday's  date,  relative  to  the  United  States  schooner  J.  L.  Gerrity, 
which  was  seized  by  passengers  on  board  and  carried  to  Beh'ze.     I  have  lost  no 
time  in  forwarding  a  copy  ol  it  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant^ 

LYONS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Skward,  ^c,  S^:.,  Spc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  19,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aknowledgc  the  receipt  of  yoiu:  lordship's 
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note  of  the  IBth  instAiit  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  &i  the  maBtw  and  ci^w 
of  the  so-called  Britiah  steamer  Banshee.  This  case  was  first  hronght  to  the 
notice  of  this  department  bj  a  note  from  yonr  lordship,  written  on  the  26th  Any 
of  December,  in  which  you  communicated  an  extract  from  a  despatch  of  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  the  master  and  crew 
are  detained  under  direct  instructions  from  the  United  States  government,  and 
that  they  are  confined  in  New  York  jail.  In  each  of  your  lordship's  communi- 
cations it  is  stated  that  the  prisoners  were  captured  on  a  charge  of  breach  of  the 
blockade.  The  advices  of  the  capture  which  have  been  received  by  the  govern- 
ment stated  that  the  Banshee  belonged  to  the  rebels.  She  appears  to  have  been 
captured  by  an  army  transport  instead  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  naval  service, 
and  it  is  presumed  to  bo  owing  to  this  fact  that  the  papers  which  have  be^i  re- 
ceived at  this  department  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  compliance  with 
my  accustomed  inquiries,  fail,  on  examination,  to  give  the  full  and  exact  in- 
formation which  was  expected,  and  which  is  needed  to  enable  me  to  give  the 
explanations  which  your  notes  require.  On  discovering  this  deficiency,  I  have 
lost  no  time  in  calling  on  the  proper  agents  to  supply  the  information  wanted, 
and  X  expect  to  be  able  to  recur  to  the  subject  after  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
serviuit 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  i^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  20,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  apologize  to  your  lordship  for  un- 
avoidable delays  of  attention  to  such  of  your  lordship's  favors  as  were  rec^aved 
during  mv  recent  absence  from  the  depai'tment  on  a  short  visit  to  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Among  those  favors  was  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  me,  on  the  23d  of 
December  last,  by  you  on  the  subject  of  the  alleged  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
of  Great  Britain,  in  May  last,  by  Captain  Trenchard,  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Hhode  Island,  in  the  chase  of  the  blockade  runner  Margaret  and  Jessie. 

That  transaction  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  department  by  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  residmg  at  Nassau,  in  a  despatch  written  on  the 
16th  of  May  last.  [SSth  Congress,  Ist  session.  House  Ex.  Doc  No.  1,  page 
644.]  The  case  having  been  made  the  subject  of  communication  (oral,  if  I 
remember  rightly^  between  your  lordship  and  myself,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform 
you,  by  a  note  oearing  date  on  the  16th  of  June  last,  [38th  Congress,  ist 
session,  House  Ex.  Doc  No.  1,  page  644,]  that  Captain  Trenchard,  in  writing 
of  the  chase  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau, 
says  that  he  did  not  chase  that  vessel  within  British  jurisdiction.  I  added  that, 
if  reports  should  be  made  conflicting  with  this  statement,  I  should  think  they 
would  prove  to  be  erroneous,  as  Captain  Trenchard  had  been  distinguished  for 
his  caution  and  correct  exercise  of  his  authority.  Nevertheless,  I  concluded 
with  saying  that  if  it  should  appear  that  any  act  of  hostility  or  of  pursuit  was 
committed  within  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  the  act  would  be 
disavowed,  and  ample  redrees  would  be  promptly  given. 

In  reply  to  this  note,  the  honorable  Mr.  Stuart,  charged  with  the  conduct  of 
her  Majesty's  lection  he-re,  in  your  lordship's  absence,  on  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  [38th  Congress,  Ist  session.  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1,  page  693,]  ad- 
dressed to  me  a  note,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  evidence  which  had  been  laid 
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before  her  Majesty's  goTemment  se^ns  to  pat  beyond  all  doubt  tbe  fact  that  a 
very  grave  violation  of  international  law  and  of  the  Queen's  territorial  rights 
and  jurisdiction  was  committed  upon  the  occasion  in  question,  and  that  he  had, 
consequently,  been  instructed  to  press  for  immediate  explanations  from  the 
United  States  government  Mr.  Stuart  proceeded  to  observe  that  the  fact  which 
appears  certain,  that  the  shot  and  shell  of  the  United  States  war  steamer 
repeatedly  struck  the  shore  and  objects  on  the  shore  of  her  Majesty's  territory, 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  understand  how  the  captain  of  that  vessel  could  have 
honestly  reported  that  he  did  not  chase  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  within  British 
iurisdiction.  Mr.  Stuart  concluded  with  saying^  that  unless  the  captain  of  the 
war  steamer  could  rebut  this  testimony,  which  does  not  appear  possible,  her 
Majesty's  government  would  of  course  expect  that  the  redress  which  is  usual  in 
such  cases  of  violation  of  territorial  rights  and  jurisdiction  would  be  promptly 
given  by  the  United  States,  as  announced  by  you  in  your  note  above  mentioned. 
On  the  15th  of  September  [38th  Congress,  1st  session,  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1, 
page  694,]  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Stuart's  note,  and 
to  inform  him  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  hod  been  called  upon  for  informa- 
tion on, the  subject,  and  to  assure  him  that  this  government  would  lose  no  time 
in  ascertaining  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  i-endering  such  decision  upon  it  as  jus- 
tice and  the  law  of  nations  require. 

On  the  22d  of  September  last  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Stuart  a  further  note,  in 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  him  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  re- 
quested that  the  Navy  Department  might  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  testi- 
mony which  had  been  laid  before  her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that  an 
opportunity  might  be  afforded  to  the  accused  party  to  rebut  it  before  a  court- 
martial  or  court  of  inquiry,  as  might  be  directea,  and  therefore  I  had  the  honor 
to  request  that  Mr  Stuart  would  be  good  enough  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  in  question  for  communication  to  the  Stscretary  of  the  Navy.  Mr. 
Stuart,  on  the  22d  of  September,  informed  me  that  the  evidence  referred  to  had 
not  been  furnished  to  him  by  his  government,  but  he  would  not  fail  to  commu- 
nicate my  request  to  Earl  Russell  by  the  first  opportunity.  Your  lordship's 
note,  just  above  acknowledged,  gives  the  answer  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  the  request  which  I  had  just  made  for  a  copy  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the 
claim  of  that  government  rests.  In  this  note  your  lordship  informs  me  that  her 
Majesty's  government  readily  comply  with  that  request,  and  accordingly  you 
have  submitted  to  me  in  the  original  all  the  documents  containing  evidence  bear- 
ing on  the  case. 

You  proceed  in  your  note  to  inform  me  that  it  is  your  duty,  in  execution  of 
instructions,  to  state  distinctly  that  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  consent 
that  the  demand  for  redress  which  they  have  preferred  should  be  in  any  way 
affected  by  the  proceedings  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  any  officer  or  other  person  who  may  be  responsible  to  this  gov- 
ernment for  his  misconduct  in  the  matter,  and  that  you  are  further  directed  to 
express  the  confident  hope  of  her  Majesty's  government  that  upon  receiving  evi- 
dence of  the  fiU5ts  so  clear  and  decisive  as  that  contained  in  these  documents 
the  government  of  the  United  States  will,  without  farther  delay,  give  proper 
satisfaction  for  so  very  serious  an  outrage  upon  the  territorial  rights  of  her 
Majesty. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  important  testimony  I  have  to  inform 
your  lordship  that  a  copy  of  it  will  be  immediately  taken  for  the  use  of  this 
government,  and  thereupon,  in  compliance  with  vour  request,  the  original  will 
be  promptly  remitted  to  your  lordship's  care.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
be  furnished  with  the  testimony  submitted.  If  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
United  States  shall  permit  of  a  decision  of  the  case,  upon  that  testiniony,  with- 
out waiting  for  evidence  supporting  or  combatting,  it  will  give  the  President 
pleasure  to  make  such  a  decision.    If.  on  the  contrary,  further  investigation 
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shall  be  found  neeesaary  it  will  be  made  without  iojarioiiB  delaj,  and  will  be 
made  in  such  a  form  as  shall  seem  best  calculated  to  elicit  the  exact  truth  and 
prepare  the  way  for  a  disposition  of  the  subject  which  shall  be  just  and  honor- 
able to  both  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  ser* 
vant, 

WIXLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr-  Setoard. 


Washington,  January  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  represented  to  her  Majesty's  goyemment  that  a  schooDer 
named  the  "Etta,"  owned  by  Messieurs  G.  BenonaM  &  Oompany,  of  Naseau, 
was  seized  at  New  York  by  the  United  States  authorities  in  the  autumn  of  last 
year ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  have  directed  me  to  ask  you  to  inform  me 
as  to  the  grounds  of  the  seizure,  and  as  to  the  steps  taken  by  the  United  StatM 
government  to  establish  its  legality  against  the  British  owners  who  claim  the 
vessel 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Bewakd,  4^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  21,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  Having  obtained  from  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  southern  district  of  New  York  the  proceedings  and  proofs  on  file  io  that 
court  in  the  case  of  the  British  brig  "Isabella  Thompson,"  1  have  now  the  honor 
to  recur  to  your  lordship's  note  of  the  31st  of  December  last  in  relation  to  that 
case. 

It  appears  by  the  proceedings  before  mentioned  that  an  appeal  from  the 
decree  against  which  her  Majesty's  government  complains  has  been  taken  hy 
the  claimants  and  is  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
This  appeal  is  perfectly  regular  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  principles 
of  universal  admiralty  law.  Every  question  which  is  raised  in  your  note,  whether 
of  law  or  of  fact,  is  a  proper  one  for  examination  on  the  appeal,  and  the  appel- 
late tribunal  is  competent  to  decide  it.  In  theory  that  tribunal  is  more  compe- 
tent to  investigate  these  questions  than  the  executive  department  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  I  think  it  quite  certain  that  her  Majesty's  government  would  be 
of  that  opinion  if  the  President,  attempting  to  withdraw  tnc  case  from  the  judi- 
ciary,  should  decide  it  against,  instead  of  in  favor  of,  the  claimants.  K  he  should 
so  withdraw  the  case  and  then  decide  it  in  their  favor,  there  is  still  no  law  of 
the  United  States  under  which  the  money  needful  to  pay  the  damages  and  costs 
he  might  award  could  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  and  it  might  well  be  appre- 
hended that  Congress  would  require  better  reasons  than  any  the  Presiaent 
could  give^  in  that  case,  for  having  arbitrarily  attempted  to  charge  the  United 
States  with  a  liability  which  the  prize  court  has  pronounced  to  be  without  any 
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I<^  or  JQ8t  foundation.  It  seemB  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  case  must  be 
allowed  to  remain,  at  least  for  the  present,  with  the  eminent  tribunal  in  whoso 
care  it  baa  bo  properly  boon  placed. 

I  have  tho  nonor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  joxa  lordship's  obedient  ser* 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfo.,  ^.,  ^c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WashingUmy  January  21,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  Tonr  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  "Victor/* 
was  duly  received,  and  has  been  taken  into  consideration.    This  depaitmcnt 
expects  to  have  occasion  soon  to  address  you  again  on  that  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.j  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyon*. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  January  21,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  now  the  honor,  by  the  President's  direction,  to  reply  to 
the  note  with  which  I  was  favored  by  your  lordship  on  the  29th  of  October  last, 
in  relation  to  the  steamer  General  Busk,  alias  the  Blanche. 

In  performing  this  duty  it  seems  to  me  necessary  to  do  little  more  than  to 
extricate  the  argument  presented  in  the  note  concerning  that  case  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  to  your  lordship  on  the  4th  of  August  last  from  the  misap- 
prehension thrown  over  it  by  her  Majesty's  government 

Your  lordship,  referring  to  that  communication,  observes  as  follows :  "  Your 
note  states  that  Commodore  Hunter  has  been  visited  with  the  censure  of  the 
United  States  government  for  having  intentionally  violated  the  maritime  juris- 
diction of  Spain ;  but  it  alleges  that  this  outrageous  and  indefensible  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  a  United  States  officer  imposes  no  obligation  on  tne  government 
of  the  United  States  to  indemnify  those  upon  whom  uiat  officer,  acting  in  the 
name  and  under  the  flag  and  authority  of  this  government,  has  inflicted  a  very 
grievous  injurv." 

If  your  lordship  will  do  me  the  favor  to  recur  to  my  comniunication  of  the 
4th  of  August,*  you  will  find  that  what  I  did  say  in  that  communication  on  tho 

Eoint  thus  raised  was  as  follows :  ''  The  undersigned  admits,  as  he  fas  always 
eretofore  admitted,  that  it  has  been  established  upon  satisfactory  evidence  that 
Ck>mmodore  Hunter  intentionally  violated  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  for 
which  he  has  deservedly  received  the  censure  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  as  her  Majesty's  government  has  truly  shown;  nevertheless,  the  under- 
Bigned  cannot  admit  that  that  intentional  wrong,  committed  by  a  subordinate 
saval  agent  of  this  government  against  the  sovereignty  of  Spain,  has  created 
or  at  all  affects  any  liability  against  the  United  States  to  indemnify  the  alleged 
master  and  owners  of  the  steamer  General  Busk  and  her  cargo  beyond  the  in- 

*3dth  Congress,  Ist  session,  House  Ex.  Doo.  No.  1,  page  665. 
32  c  • 
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juries  which  the  officers  a&d  erew  of  the  United  States  war  steamer  actually 
inflicted  upon  the  yessel  and  cargo." 

After  having  submitted  this  correction  to  yonr  lord^p,  I  must  be  allowed  to  uf 
that  it  was  quite  unnecessaiy  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  repljt  as  they  do, 
through  your  lordship's  note  now  before  me,  that  the  censure  of  Commodore 
Hunter,  or  even  his  oismissal  from  the  United  States  navy,  for  a  gross  and  de- 
liberate violation  of  international  law,  can  constitute  no  substantial  redress  to  the 
owners  of  the  Blanche  (thereby  meaning  the  Greneral  Busk)  and  of  her  cargo. 

The  argument  of  my  note  of  the  4th  of  August  was,  that  the  steamer  Gen- 
eral Busk  and  her  cargo  were  not  British  or  neutral  property,  but  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that  her  officers  and  crew  were  not  British  sab- 
jects,  but  insurgent  American  citizens,  and  that  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo  by  fire  was  an  act  of  barratry  committed  by  said  officers  and  crew,  and 
not  at  all  the  act  or  a  consequence  of  anv  action  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States  stean^er  Montgomery ;  and  upon  a  survey  of  these  grounds  I  ven- 
tured the  statement  which  I  have  already  quoted  from  my  said  note,  Uiat  the 
act  of  intentional  violation — by  the  commander  of  the  Montgomery— of  the  sot- 
ercignity  of  Spcun  neither  created  nor  affected  any  liability  on  the  part  of  this 
government  to  indemnify  the  officers  and  owners  of  the  General  Busk. 

I  very  cheerftdly  admit  that  there  is  a  marked  and  manifest  conflict  of  tsiti- 
mony  in  the  facts  on  which  I  thus  insisted.  In  deference  to  the  opinion  of  her 
Majesty's  government  which  you  have  expressed,  I  have  very  cbeerfnlly  re- 
viewed the  evidepce  with  the  aid  of  the  arguments  by  which  you  have  sustained 
that  opinion,  but  I  am  obliged  to  confess  that  this  examination  has  not  resulted 
in  wooing  any  change  of  die  conviction  which  was  expressed  by  me  in  mj 
former  communication.  Certainly,  1  cannot  admit,  as  your  lordship  would  seem 
to  require,  that  the  original  protest  which  was  made  before  the  British  consul 
at  tho  Havana  on  the  10th  of  October,  1862,  although  it  does  not  stata  who 
set  fire  to  the  Blanche,  (otherwise  call^  the  Oeneral  Kusk,)  ought,  in  the  peco- 
liar  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  satisfy  this  government  that  the  firing  of 
the  ship  was  either  the  act  of  the  wrong-doer  himself,  (Commodore  Hunter  is 
supposed  to  be  indicated,)  or  the  consequence  of  his  aggression.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  am  not  able  to  discern  anything  in  the  legal  or  moral  form  of  an  ex  parte 
protest  which  entitles  it  to  outweigh  the  controverting  judicial  evidence  whiel 
W  been  taken  by  this  government  in  a  manner  the  most  open,  fair,  and  soleom 
which  it  could  adopt  1  foil  also  to  perceive  the  peculiar  circumstances  irUd 
are  supposed  by  your  lordship  to  increase  the  legal  value  of  the  protest 

It  was  far  from  any  purpose  of  mine,  in  my  former  note,  to  intimate  that  her 
Majesty's  government,  or  ^ven  the  claimants,  were  under  any  obligation  to  attend 
the  court-martial  before  which  the  transaction  of  the  burning  of  the  General 
Busk  was  investigated,  much  less  to  intimate  that  they  are  concluded  by  de 
fault  of  such  attendance  in  court,  from  contesting  every  word  of  testimony  tfa^ 
was  taken  on  that  occasion.  At  the  same  time  1  hope  it  may  be  permitted  to 
me  to  regard  that  evidence  as  the  ftillest  and  best  which  it  has  been  within  the 
power  of  this  government  to  obtain  in  its  very  earnest  efforts  to  ascertain  th« 
truth  of  the  facts  upon  which  a  solution  of  the  question  between  the  two  gov- 
emments  depends. 

I  regret  that  another  part  of  my  note  of  the  4th  of  Aurast  has  been  misap- 
prehended as  much  as  the  portions  which  I  have  already  cleared  np.  Beferring 
to  that  part  of  my  note  in  which  I  stated  that  the  sale  of  the  Ghneral  Busk  wtf 
open  to  suspicion  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  notwithstanding  the  formalities  wUcb 
attended  it.  Tour  lordship  quotes  from  me  as  follows :  '*  And  further  on  in  year 
note  it  is  stated  that  the  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  d 
Florida  has  recently  decided  in  two  eases  very  similar  in  their  circumstances, 
namely,  that  of  the  Emma  and  her  cargo,  and  that  of  the  Florida,  that  such  a 
transfer,  though  apparently  regular,  is  in  point  of  fact  collusive,  and,  therefore, 


r 
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A  tnai  Tipoii  the  belligerent  rigfate  of  the  goverament  under  the  law  of  natiodB." 
Harmg  made  this  quotation,  yon  observe  "that  her  Majesty's  eoyemment  find 
it  difficult  to  suppose  that  the  judgments  in  the  cases  mentioned  can  affect  the 
demand  made  by  them  for  compebsation  to  the  owners  of  the  Blanche  (other- 
wise the  Oeneral  Bosk)  and  her  cargo." 

I  feel  quite  sure  that  upon  a  re-examination  of  n^  note  your  lordship  ^l 
p^^ve  tbat  I  alleged  that  the  sale  of  the  General  Kusk  at  Havana  was  made 
is  fraud,  nlthouirh  it  was  attended  with  certain  le^  foimalities,  and  that  I  re» 
ferred  to  the  before-recited  decisions  of  the  court  m  Florida  for  the  purpose  oi 
showing  that  a  sale  of  a  vessel  in  a  foreign  port,  though  apparently  regmar  and 
made  with  due  legal  formalities,  may,  nevertheless,  be  impeached  on  the  eround 
of  fraud.  Certainly,  I  did  not  contend  tbat  the  judgments  rendered  by  the 
court  in  those  caees  have  any  direct  bearing  on  the  decision  to  be  made  in  the 
present  case. 

If  I  understand  your  lordship  correctly,  her  Majesty's  government  admit 
the  competency  of  a  court  of  admiralty  to  rule  in  a  prize  case,  in  the  manner 
and  to  the  eofoct  that  I  have  stated  the  ruling  of  the  prize  court  in  Florida. 
But  your  government  contend  that  the  chum  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  upon  the 
United  States  for  indemnity  to  the  master  and  owners  of  the  Qeneral  Rusk 
would  not  be  affeeted  by  the  fact,  even  if  it  were  conceded  that  the  title  of  the 
master  and  owners  in  that  vessel  was  fraudulent  and  void  as  against  the  United 
States  within  their  own  jurisdiction  or  upon  the  bieh  seas. 

Differing  not  without  diffidence  from  the  view  uius  taken  by  her  Britannic 
Mi^jesty's  government,  I  must  be  allowed  to  insist  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
same  principles  of  justice  and  the  same  rules  of  evidence  prevau  in  the  cabinets 
of  sovereigns  which  are  recognized  in  courts  of  justice. 

Apparently  takins  exceptions  to  the  statement  in  my  note,  that  the  Gren^ral 
Bfsk  was  notoriously  an  American  vessel,  your  lordship  declines  to  receive  it 
in  the  place  of  proof.  I  confess  that  making  this  statement  by  the  authority  of 
this  government,  I  did  suppose  that  it  would  be  considered  at  least  as  support 
in  regard  to  a  collateral  fact»  knowledge  of  which  might  be  presumed  to  he  in 
the  possession  of  this  department.  But  I  cheerfully  accept  tne  correction,  and 
I  therefore  have  now  tne  pleasure  of  supplying  the«. documentary  evidence, 
which  I  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  Greneral  Busk  was  originally 
an  American  vessel.  I  can  hardly  think  it  necessary  to  pursue  this  bnmch  of 
the  case  further  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  cheerfully  rest  upon  my  former 
argument,  together  with  this  proof,  until  her  Majesty's  government  shall  show 
how  by  a  sale  in  Havana  the  pretended  neutral  acquired  titled  to  a  vessel, 
which,  so  &r  as  we  have  any  eviden<^  of  l^al  title>  belonged  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  by  whom  it  has  never  been  utwfuUy  sold  or  conveyed. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  lordship  that,  as  the  fiscts  are  un- 
derstood by  this  government,  Oreat  Britain  seems  to  the  United  States  to  be 
involuntarily  insisting  that,  under  the  shield  of  an  appeal  for  satisfisiction  to  the 
Queen  of  Spain  for  a  national  grievance  and  insult  for  which  this  government 
has  given  dl  honorable  satis&ction^  the  United  States  shaU  pay  a  band  of 
insurgents  against  their  authority  for  a  ship  and  cargo  to  which  they  had  no 
lawful  title,  and  which  they  themselves  criminally  destroyed  with  their  own 
hands  within  the  waters  of  Spain,  where  they  had  taken  refuge  from  lawful 
pursuit,  by  the  naval  forces  of  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  lordship's  obedient 
Mrvant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 
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juries  which  the  officers  a&d  erew  of  the  United  States  war  steoaier  actually 
inflicted  upon  the  yessel  and  cargo." 

After  having  submitted  this  correction  to  yonr  lordship,  I  most  be  allowed  to  say 
tliat  it  was  quite  unnecessajry  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  replj,  as  they  do, 
through  your  lordship's  note  now  before  me,  that  the  censure  of  Commodore 
Hunter,  or  even  his  oismissal  from  the  United  States  navy,  for  a  gross  and  de- 
liberate violation  of  international  law,  can  constitute  no  substantial  redress  to  the 
owners  of  the  Blanche  (thereby  meaning  the  General  Husk)  and  of  her  cargo. 

The  argument  of  my  note  <^  the  4th  of  August  was,  that  the  steamer  Gen- 
eral Busk  and  her  cargo  were  not  British  or  neutral  property,  but  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that  her  officers  and  crew  were  not  British  sub- 
jects, but  insurgent  American  citizens,  and  that  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  imd 
cargo  by  fire  was  an  act  of  barratry  committed  by  said  officers  and  crew,  and 
not  at  all  the  act  or  a  consequence  of  anv  action  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States  stean^er  Montgomery ;  and  upon  a  survey  of  these  grounds  I  ven- 
tured the  statement  which  I  have  already  quoted  from  my  said  note,  that  the 
act  of  intentional  violation — ^by  the  commander  of  the  Monigomery— of  the  sov- 
ereignity of  Spcun  neither  created  nor  affiscted  any  liability  on  the  part  of  this 
government  to  indemnify  the  officers  and  owners  of  the  General  Busk. 

I  very  cheerfnlly  admit  that  there  is  a  marked  and  manifest  oonfiiot  of  tosti- 
mony  in  the  facts  on  which  I  thus  insisted.  In  deference  to  the  opinion  of  her 
Majesty's  government  which  you  have  expressed,  I  have  very  cbeerfolly  re- 
viewed the  evidepce  with  the  aid  of  the  arguments  by  which  you  have  sustained 
that  opinion,  but  I  am  obHged  to  confess  that  this  examination  has  not  resulted 
in  woning  any  change  of  me  conviction  which  was  expressed  by  me  in  my 
former  communication.  Certainly,  I  cannot  admit,  as  your  lordship  would  seem 
to  require,  that  the  original  protest  which  was  made  before  the  British  oonsnl 
at  tho  Havana  on  the  10th  of  October,  1862,  although  it  does  not  stata  who 
set  fire  to  the  Blanche,  (otherwise  call^  the  General  Busk,)  ought,  in  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  case,  to  satisfy  this  government  that  the  firing  of 
the  ship  was  either  the  act  of  the  wrong-doer  himself,  (Commodore  Hunter  is 
supposed  to  be  indicated,)  or  the  consequence  of  his  aggression.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  am  not  able  to  discern  anything  m  the  legal  or  moral  form  of  an  ex  pvte 
protest  which  entitles  it  to  outweigh  the  controverting  judicial  evidence  which 
W  been  taken  by  this  government  in  a  manner  the  most  open,  fair,  and  solemn 
which  it  could  adopt.  1  fiul  idso  to  perceive  the  peculiar  circumstances  iirhicb 
are  supposed  by  your  lordship  to  increase  the  legal  value  of  the  protest 

It  was  far  from  any  purpose  of  mine,  in  my  former  note,  to  intimate  that  her 
Majesty's  government,  or  even  the  claimants,  were  under  any  obligation  to  attend 
the  court-martial  before  which  the  transaction  of  the  burning  of  the  General 
Busk  was  investigated,  much  less  to  intimate  that  they  are  concluded  by  de 
fault  of  such  attendance  in  court,  from  contesting  every  word  of  testimony  that 
was  taken  on  that  occasion.  At  the  same  time  1  hope  it  may  be  permitted  to 
me  to  regard  that  evidence  as  the  ftillest  and  best  which  it  has  been  within  the 
power  of  this  government  to  obtain  in  its  very  earnest  efforts  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  the  facts  upon  which  a  solution  of  the  question  between  the  two  gov- 
emments  depends. 

I  regret  that  another  part  of  my  note  of  the  4th  of  August  has  been  misap- 
prehended as  much  as  the  portions  which  I  have  already  cleared  ap.  Beferring 
to  that  part  of  my  note  in  which  I  stated  that  the  sale  of  the  General  Busk  was 
open  to  suspicion  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  notwithstanding  the  formalitiee  which 
attended  it.  Tour  lordship  quotes  from  me  as  follows :  "  And  further  on  in  your 
note  it  is  stated  that  the  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  sonthem  district  of 
Florida  has  recently  decided  in  two  cases  very  similar  in  their  circumstances, 
namely,  that  of  the  Emma  and  her  cargo,  and  that  of  the  Florida,  that  such  a 
transfer,  though  apparently  regular,  is  in  point  of  fact  collusive,  and,  therefore, 
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a  fraud  upon  the  belligerent  rightB  of  the  government  tinder  the  law  of  natiodB." 
Haying  made  this  quotation,  yon  observe  "that  her  Majesty's  ffovemment  find 
it  difficult  to  suppose  that  th»  judgmeats  in  the  cases  mentioi^  can  afiPect  the 
demand  made  by  them  for  compensation  to  the  owners  of  the  Blanche  (other- 
wise the  G^eral  Bosk)  and  her  cargo." 

I  feel  quite  sure  that  upon  a  re-examination  of  my  note  your  lordship  ^1 
perceive  that  I  alleged  that  the  sale  of  the  General  Busk  at  Havana  was  made 
ia  fraud,  althouKh  it  was  attended  with  certain  legal  foi-malities,  and  that  I  re* 
ferred  to  the  before-recited  decisions  of  the  court  in  Florida  for  the  purpose  oi 
showing  that  a  sale  of  a  vessel  in  a  foreign  port,  though  apparently  regular  and 
made  with  due  legal  formalities,  may,  nevertheless,  be  impeached  on  the  ground 
of  fraud.  Certainly,  I  did  not  contend  that  the  judgments  rendered  by  the 
court  in  those  csBes  have  any  direct  bearing  on  the  decision  to  be  made  in  the 
present  case. 

If  J  understand  your  lordship  correctly,  her  Majesty's  government  admit 
the  competency  of  a  court  of  admiralty  to  rule  in  a  prize  case,  in  the  manner 
and  to  the  emsct  that  I  have  stated  the  ruling  of  the  prize  court  in  Florida. 
But  your  government  contend  that  the  claim  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  upon  the 
United  States  for  indemnity  to  the  master  and  owners  of  the  General  Busk 
would  not  be  affeeted  by  the  faet,  even  if  it  were  conceded  that  the  title  of  the 
master  and  owners  in  that  vessel  was  fraudulent  and  void  as  against  the  United 
States  within  their  own  jurisdiction  or  upon  the  high  seas. 

Differing  not  without  diffidence  from  the  view  Uius  taken  by  her  Britannic 
Mi^esty's  government,  I  must  be  allowed  to  insist  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
same  principles  of  justice  and  the  same  rules  of  evidence  prevail  in  the  cabinets 
of  sovereigns  which  are  recognized  in  courts  of  justice. 

Apparently  taking  exceptions  to  the  statement  in  my  note,  that  the  General 
Busk  was  notoriously  an  American  vessel,  your  lordship  declines  to  receive  it 
in  the  place  of  proof.  I  confess  that  making  this  statement  by  the  authority  of 
this  government,  I  did  suppose  that  it  would  be  considered  at  least  as  support 
in  regard  to  a  collateral  fact»  knowledge  of  which  might  be  presumed  to  he  in 
the  possession  of  this  department.  But  I  cheerfolly  accept  the  correction,  and 
I  therefore  have  now  tne  pleasure  of  supplying  the«, documentary  evidence, 
which  I  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  G^nerial  Busk  was  originally 
an  American  vessel  I  can  hardly  think  it  necessary  to  pursue  this  branch  of 
the  case  further  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  cheerfully  rest  upon  my  former 
ai^ument,  togetiber  with  this  proof,  until  her  Miyesty's  ^vemment  smill  show 
how  by  a  sde  in  Havana  the  pretended  neutral  acquued  titled  to  a  vessel, 
which,  so  far  as  we  have  any  evidence  of  l^al  title,  belonged  to  citizens  of 
the  Unked  States  by  whom  it  has  never  been  hwfully  sold  or  conveyed. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  lordship  that,  as  the  fiicts  are  un- 
derstood by  this  government,  Qreat  Britain  seems  to  the  United  States  to  be 
involuntarily  insisting  that,  under  the  shield  of  on  appeal  for  satisfiuition  to  the 
Queen  of  Spain  for  a  national  grievance  and  insult  tor  which  this  government 
has  given  ail  honorable  satisfiACtioxi>  the  United  States  shall  pay  a  band  of 
insurgents  against  their  authority  for  a  ship  and  cai^  to  whicn  they  had  no 
lawfd  title,  and  which  they  themselves  criminally  destroyed  with  their  own 
hands  within  the  waters  of  Spain,  where  they  had  taken  refage  from  lawful 
pursuit,  by  the  naval  forces  of  their  countnr. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  su*,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  January  22,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
15th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  and  of  its  enclosnres,  received 
by  you  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  relative  to  the  detention  of  live 
stodk  by  the  United  States  customs  authorities  at  Niagara  suspension  bridge. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  ,honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  and  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your 
lordship's  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  ifc.,  9fc. 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Treasury  Department, 

January  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  January  18, 
enclosing  and  calling  attention  to  a  communication  addressed  you  by  Lord 
Lyons  on  the  15th  instant,  with  enclosures  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada, 
containing  reports  from  officers  of  that  province,  relative  to  a  recent  seizure  of 
live  stock  by  the  customs  authorities  at  suspension  bridge. 

I  understand  it  to  be  the  object  of  these  letters  not  merely  to  present  the  par- 
ticular case  complained  of,  for  such  redress  as  may  be  proper  and  practicaDle, 
but  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  orders  forbidding  the 
exportation  of  live  stock.  To  this  question  tnere  can,  of  course,  be  but  one 
answer.  The  circular  of  the  Treasury  Department  declaratory  of  the  prohibi- 
tion, which  bears  date  May  19,  1863,  was  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  construc- 
tion placed  by  the  War  Department  on  the  existing  executive  order,  forbidding 
the  exportation  of  munitions  of  war.  It  is  general  in  its  character,  admits  of 
no  limitation  or  exception  by  this  department,  and  is,  therefore,  fully  applicable 
to  attempted  exportation  to  Canada. 

I  cannot  but  add  that  I  have  examined  with  much  surprise  and  regret  the 
tabular  statement  contained  in  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  customs  of 
Canada ;  a  statement  which  seems  to  prove  conclusively  that  the  order  of  May 
19  has  had  little  or  no  effect  in  diminishing  the  exportation  of  live  stock  to 
Canada.  This  fact,  while  it  explains  and  justifies  the  doubts  of  the  Canadian 
authorities,  makes  manifest  a  degree  of  negligence  or  misapprehension  on  the 
part  of  the  customs  officers  on  the  northern  frontier,  which!  shall  immediately 
endeavor  to  correct. 

If  it  bo  true  that  Messrs.  Nash  and  Davies,  the  parties  interested  in  the  ♦case 
presented,  have  acted  in  ignorance  of  the"  prohibitory  order,  and  have  but  pur* 
sued  a  course  which  has  been  followed  out  with  success  in  many  other  instances, 
1  certainly  regret  the  inconvenience  to  which  they  have  been  subjected; 
but,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  this  department  cannot,  with  propriety,  make 
an  exception  in  their  favor. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stait 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  23,  1864. 
'  Mv  Lord  :  Secnrring  to  the  parts  of  jonr  notes  of  the  17th  of  July  last,  * 
and  of  the  Slst  of  October,  which  relate  to  the  alleged  cmel  treatment  of  the 
master,  mate,  and  engineer  of  the  British  steamer  Victor,  at  Fort  Taylor,  Key- 
West,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a^copy  of  a  commonication  of  the 
16th  instant  from  the  War  Department  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
senrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ifc,  ifc. 


General  Canbjf  to  Mr,  Sttoard, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  January  16,  1864. 

»  Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  transmit  to  you  the  accompany  • 
ing  copy  of  the  report  made  to  this  department  regarding  the  complaints  pre- 
ferred oy  the  master,  mate,  and  engineer  of  the  British  steamer  Victor,  of  cruel 
treatment  in  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  to  which  attention  was  invited  in  your 
letter  of  the  4th  of  November  last,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Lyons 
ef  the  Slst  of  the  month  previous,  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  OANBY, 
Brigadier  General,  A.  A.  G. 
The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C, 


General  Woodbury  to  General  Stone. 

Headquarters  District  op  Key  West  and  Tortuoas, 

Key  West,  Florida,  December  19,  1863. 
General  :  I  have  received  the  copy  of  a  communication  from  Lord  Lyons 
to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  October  31,  1863,  with  your  indorsement  requiring  from 
me  a  report. 

On  the  9th  of  July  last,  Mr.  6utterfield,her  Britannic  Majesty's  vice-consul,  laid 
before  me  a  complaint  made  by  several  officers  of  the  captured  steamer  Victor. 
'  I  caused  an  investigation  to  be  c^ ade,  and  here  give  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Good,  dated  July  9,  1863,  and  of  my  remarks  appended  thereto. 

Colonel  Good  to  CapUUn  Bowers. 

**  Port  Taylor,  Key  West,  Florida, 

**July9,  1863. 
"  Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  in  reference 
to  the  confinement,  in  this  fort,  of  John  T.  Pearce,  G.  W.  Ardill,  and  Lumbrey 
Kennedy,  captain,  mate,  and  first  engineer  of  the  steam-tug  Victor. 

*  38th  Congress,  tst  Session,  House  Ex.  Doc  No.  1,  page  660. 
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•*  They  were  received  on  the  9th  of  June,  1863,  with  instractionB  to  have 
them  confined  and  allowed  no  commanication  with  any  person  until  after  thej 
had  been  examined  before  the  prize  commissioners. 

**  Thej  were  taken  in  charge  and  offered  the  choice  of  the  only  two  vacant 
rooms  in  the  fort,  where  they  could  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  orders.  The 
room  they  selected  is  situated  on  the  second  floor,  in  the  barracks  buildings, 
directly  over  the  sally -port,  and  adjoining  the  officers'  quarters ;  it  compares 
equally  in  sise  with  the  maiority  of  the  latter.  The  door  is  air-tight ;  but  they 
have  omitted  to  state  that  tnere  are  two  windows  of  two  and  a  half  feet  square  in 
it,  which  admit  a  free  circulation  of  air.  With  regard  to  time  allowed  them  to 
take  their  meals,  they  were  at  all  times  allowed  as  much  time  as  desired  by  them. 
They  at  all  times  had  the  privilege  of  communicating  with  the  commanding 
officer,  the  office:  of  the  day,  and  were  allowed,  and  did  have,  communication 
with  the  British  vice-consul,  Mr.  Butterfield.  The  mate  complained  of  being 
unwell,  and  was  immediately  removed  to  other  quarters,  where  medical  treatment 
was  afforded  him.  The  fort  at  the  time  contained  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  strict 
surveillance,  at  least,  was  deemed  necessary.  No  complaint  from  them  reached 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort,  nor  is  he  aware  of  any  inconvenience  suffered 
by  them  further  than  confinement.  They  were  of  course  treated  as  prisoners, 
it  having  been  so  ordered*  and  received  as  such,  but  had  every  courtesy  consist- 
ent extended  them. 

"  Be^tting  that  their  confinement  here  should  have  ^ven  any  cause  for  com- 
plaint, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"T.  H.  GOOD, 
•*  Ck>lottel  ilth  Pa.,  Commanding  Fort  Taylor. 

**Captain  Bowers, 

**Amstant  Adjutant  Omeral. 

"  To  the  above  statement  of  Colonel  Good  I  wish  to  add  a  few  remarks : 
"  The  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Taylor  have  always  been  treated  with  kind- 
ness. Tnis  is  the  first  complaint  I  have  ever  heard  of,  The  individuals  who 
now  complain  wexe  free  to  appeal  at  any  time  to  the  British  consul,  to  Colond 
Good,  or  to  the  undersigned.  On  such  an  Appeal  all  just  cause  for  complaint 
would  have  been  removed  inunediately.  They  made  no  complaint,  and  the/ 
discover,  apparently,  a  disposition  to  exaggerate  their  sufferings  to  make  out  a 
case.  The  '  dungeon,'  so  called,  is  on  the  second  story  of  the  barracks,  over  the 
sally-port,  adjacent  to  occupied  officers'  quarters.  The  '  two  holes  protected  by 
strong  bars,'  are  windows  two  and  a  half  feet  square  each,  with  five  verticu 
wooden  grates,  which  reduce  the  clear  space  in  each  to  two  feet  six  inches  by 
two  feet  one  inch.  And  these  windows  are  so  low  that  any  man  of  ordinary 
height  can  reach  their  sills  from  the  floor.  On  the  upper  side  of  the  arch  the 
room  is  three  feet  higher  than  the  affidavits  make  it  The  room  has  the  height 
and  width  of  the  adjacent  officers'  quarters.  Both  of  the  windows  communieate 
with  the  open  halls ;  one  of  them  is  at  the  head  of  an  open  stairway.  The  room 
has  no  stench  whatever. 

"D.  P.  WOODBURY,  Brigadier  General. 

''HBADaUABTBRS  DISTRICT  OP  KeV  WeST  AND  ToRTUOAS, 

•*  JKfy  West,  Florida,  July  10,  1863." 
I  win  here  add  that  the  persons  in  question  were  placed  in  Fort  Taylor  at 
the  request  of  Admiral  Bailey,  who  also  desired  that  no  communication  should 
be  permitted  between  them  and  other  prisoners. 

Thoy  were  confined  Uiree  days,  being  released  as  soon  as  the  case  of  the 
Victor  came  up  before  the  court.  The  admiral  did  not  desire  them  to  be  con- 
fined for  punishment,  but  to  prevent  collusion  between  the  witnesses  who  were 
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alxmt  to  be  called  befoee  the  court  Thej  were  not  treated  '*  as  prisooers  of 
war,"  still  leas  ** as  felons;*'  and  if  thej  were  not  comfortable,  they  could  have 
made  themselyes  so  at  any  moment  by  appealing  to  Colonel  Good,  to  the  British 
vice-consul,  or  to  myself. 

In  this  connexion  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Butterfield,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  vice-consul,  addressed  to  me  July  11, 1863, 
when  he  was  about  to  leave  this  place  for  a  time  and  intrusted  the  business  of 
his  office  to  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Brown  : 

"  I  would  therefore  request  that  you  wOl  be  good  enough  to  extend  to  him 
the  same  attention  in  reference  to  any  representations  he  may  have  to  make  to 
you  in  regard  to  British  subjects,  or  British  interests,  as  you  have  universally 
bestowed  on  the  same  when  made  by  me." 

I  return  herewith  the  copy  of  Lord  Lyons's  letter  to  Mr.  Seward. 
Respectfully, 

D.  P.  WOODBURY,  Brigadier  General 

Brigadier  Gkneral  Charles  P.  Ston£, 

Chief  of  Stafff  New  Orleaiu,  Louisiana^ 


Lord  Lyon9  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  January  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  caUiug  attention  to  an  order  issued  by  Mcyor 
OenenJ  Dix,  commanding  the  military  department  of  the  east,  for  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  military  commission  to  investigate  the  cases  of  persons  arrestea  and 
detained  at  Fort  Lafayette  and  Fort  Warren*  other  than  prisoners  of  war  and 
convicts. 

As  there  are  among  the  prisoners  confined  in  these  fortresses  some  who  ap* 
pear  to  have  well-founded  daims  to  British  protection,  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  ask  you  for  information  as  to  the  nature  of  the  proposed  investigation,  and  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  conducted. 

The  second  paragraph  of  the  orders  seems  to  show  that  in  some  cases  pris- 
oners will  also  be  sent  for  trial  before  this  military  commission. 

If  this  article  be  held  to  apply  to  cases  of  British  subjects,  it  seems  proper  that 
I  should  ask,  first,  on  what  principle  it  has  been  determined  to  bring  these  cases 
to  trial  before  a  military  commission,  rather  than  before  the  regularly  constituted 
courts  of  law ;  and  secondly,  what  is  to  be  the  character  of  the  proceedings,  and 
what  facilities  are  to  be  given  to  the  prisoners  for  making  their  defence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servaot, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  4^.,  ^t;. 


iff.  Archibald  to  Lord  Lpoiu. 

British  Gonsulatb,  New  York, 

January  21,  1863. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  enclosed 
order  promulgated  bv  Miyor  General  Dix,  commanding  the  department  of  the 
east,  in  reference  to  the  commission  appointed  to  investigate  the  cases  of  persons 
arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Fort  La&yette  and  Fort  Warren. 

The  order  was  published  in  the  newspapers  of  yesterday,  and  this  morning  I 
called  at  General  jDix's  headquarters  to  ascertain  the  mode  in  which  the  pro- 
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posed  investig^tioiis  are  to  be  eondneled  In  referenoe  to  tlie  caBes  fit  BritiBh 
BubjectB  imprisoned  at  Fort  Lafayette.  I  was  referred  to  Major  BoUes,  the 
judge  advocate,  who,  with  two  other  members  of  the  commission,  was  then  at 
the  neadqnarters,  and  was  informed  by  iiim  that  there  would  be,  in  the  first 
instance,  an  examination  of  an  «x  parte  character,  in  the  nature  of  an  inquiry  by 
a  graod  jury,  after  which,  if  a  further  investigation  were  deemed  necessaiy,  the 
parties  would  be  duly  notified,  and,  as  I  am  Ted  to  infer,  counsel  would  be  per- 
mitted to  assist  them  in  their  defence  of  any  charges  which  might  be  brought 
against  them.  In  any  case  in  which  a  further  investigation  might  be  denned 
unnecessary,  the  commisBion  would  reconmiend  the  discharge  of  the  anested 
party. 

I  have,  &c., 

N.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  January  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  her  Ma- 
jesty's consul  at  New  York,  informing  me  of  the  reported  arrival  at  that  place 
of  m^y-one  prisoners,  said  to  be  principally  foreigqers,  taken  on  board  the  steam- 
vessels  Antoniquos,  or  Antonica,  and  Dare. 

The  information  which  has  reached  me  concerning  these  individual  prison- 
ers is  as  yet  so  incomplete,  that  if  the  despatch  had  related  to  them  only,  I 
should  not  so  soon  have  called  your  attention  to  it.  You  will  observe,  how- 
ever, that  at  the  end  of  it  the  consul  quotes  from  a  New  York  newspaper  the 
following  passage,  purporting  to  be  an  extract  from  an  order  recently  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  United  States  marshal: 

"  Henceforth  British  blockade  violators  will  not  be  released,  but  detamed, 
and  anv  orders  which  you  may  have  received  inconsistent  with  this  are  hereby 
revokea." 

I  have  recently  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  the  honor  to  remind  you  of  the 
very  positive  declarations  which  I  have  so  frequently  made  to  you,  by  order  of 
her  Mt^esty's  government,  respecting  the  treatment  of  British  subjects  taken 
on  boaid  vessels  captured  for  breach  of  blockade ;  you  will,  therefore,  easily 
understand  that  it  has  not  been  without  nain  and  alarm  that  I  have  seen  even 
a  report  in  a  newspaper  that  an  order  such  as  that  attributed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  has  been  issued.  You  will  also,  I  am  sure,  fully  comprehend  my 
anxious  desire  to  be  enabled  to  send,  on  authority,  a  contradiction  of  the  report, 
or  a  satis&ctory  explanation  of  it»  to  her  Majesty's  government  by  the  first 
packet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

'LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  ^. 


Mr,  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons, 

British  Consulate,  New  York, 
January  21,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lordship,  that  the  United 
States  supply  steamer  Newburg  arrived  here  from  Wilmington  on  Saturday 
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last,  biiiigiiig,  as  is  reported  in  Ae  newspapers,  fifty-one  prisoners,  said  to  have 
been  captur^  from  the  steamers  Antoniqnoe  and  Dare.  These  prisoners  were 
handed  OTer  to  the  costody  of  the  United  States  marshal. 

I  have  not  been  enabled  to  ascertain  the  nationality  of  the  Antoniea.  I  be- 
Heye  her  to  be  a  foreign  vessel.  The  Dare  was  a  small  British  steamer,  and  was 
driven  ashore  and  destroyed  while  attempting  to  violate  the  blockade  at  Wil- 
mington. I  have  to-day  made  inquiries  at  the  marshal's  office,  and  also  at  the 
connty  jail  and  house  of  detention,  but  cannot  discover  that  any  of  Ihe  crew  or 
passengers  of  the  Dare  have  been  brought  to  this  port. 

In  the  announcement  in  the  New  York  Herald  of  Monday  last,  of  the  arrival 
of  these  prisoners,  the  following  statement  is  made,  to  which  I  b^  leave  to  call 
your  lordship's  attention :  .  "Connected  with  this  affiur,  it  may  be  well  to  state 
that  Mr.  Gideon  Welles,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  has  sent  a  letter  to  the 
United  States  marshal,  ordering  that  henceforth  British  blockade  violators  will 
not  be  released,  but  detained,  and  any  orders  which  you  may  have  received 
inconsistent  with  this  are  hereby  revoked." 
I  have,  &c,  &c,  Sec* 

E.  M.  ABOHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 

P.  S. — I  have  iust  received  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Edgecumber,  the  capture  of  whose 
vessels  the  expeditions  formed  the  subject  of  my  despatches  of  June  21,  and  of 
July  13,  1S63,  a  letter  written  from  the  county  jail,  stating  that  he  was  on 
board  the  Antoniea,  which  vessel  was  wrecked  on  the  Fr3ring  Pan  shoals  on 
the  20th  ultimo,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Nassau  to  Wilmington,  and  the  crew 
were  picked  up  by  one  of  the  United  States  blockading  vessels.  He  does  not 
state  whether  the  Antoniea  is  a  British  vessel  or  not. 

E.  M.  A. 


Mr,  Seivard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

WcuhingCofh  January  23,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  the  13th  mstant,  in  which  yon  advise  me  that  you  have  transmitted  to 
the  governor  general  of  Canada  the  intelligence  from  the  United  States  consul 
at  Montr^  which  the  preceding  day  I  had  the  honor  to  commimicate  to  you, 
respecting  a  ga^ering  of  enemies  of  the  United  States  at  Windsor,  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  to  be,  with  high  consideration. 

Your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  4^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  Statb, 

Waskingtonf  January  25, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  23d  instant,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  was 
addressed  to  you  on  the  2l8t  instant  by  her  Majesty's  consul  residing  at  New 
York, 

There  is  no  information  in  this  department  concerning  the  prisoners  said  to 
have  been  taken  on  boar4  the  steam-vessels  "  Antoniquos,"  or  "Antoniea,"  and 
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**Darc"  or  «veQof  the  oaptnreof  tbese  vafltels,  and,  of  oowie,  I  amnowoiuible 
to  aoBwer  whether  the  prisonera  ure  natives  or  foreigners*  n^itvak  or  enemies  I 
shall  lose  no  Ume  in  caUing  opon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  facts  in  the 
case. 

In  regard  to  the  extract  firom  a  New  York  Herald,  which  the  consul  has  com- 
mnnicated  to  yon,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that,  on  inqoiiy,  I  learn  that  the 
statem^it  contained  in  the  extract  is  entirely  unofficial  and  unauthorized. 

On  the  subject  to  which  it  refers  it  is  proper  for  me  to  remark*  that  her  Majestja 
government  have  already  been  informed  that  this  government  has  lately  learned 
§iat  a  hostile  expedition  against  die  United  States  bad  been  oiganized  in  the 
province  of  Oaaada,  and  was  defeated  only  through  the  good  offices  of  her  Ma- 
}e8ty 's  authorities  residing  there.  I  may  add  that  we  have  now  information  that 
a  similar  expedition  is  again  being  attenmted,  to  be  oiganiaed  at  Windsor,  in 
Upper  Canada,  and  that  the  proviusial  authorities  there  have  called  oat  a  ndli- 
tanr  fi>ree  to  observe  AaX  movement  Her  M^esty's  government  were  also 
duly  informed,  in  December  lost,  that  certain  persons  bad  made  their  way  firom 
her  Majesty's  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  to  New  York ; 
that  they  having  embarked  at  that  port  in  disguise  as  passengers  on  board  the 
steamer  Ghesap^ike,  rose  upon  her  officers,  assassinated  the  engineer,  and  carried 
the  vessel  into  Britibh  colonial  waters,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  pilot  and  other  ac- 
complices there,  carried  the  vessel  to  Halifax,  selling  out  her  freight  at  nominal 
prices  as  she  passed  along  the  cost.  Her  Majesty's  government  were  also  in- 
formed that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Chesapeake  at  Halifax,  a  mob  arose  at  that 
place,  and  rescued  the  pirates  from  pursuit,  and  set  them  at  liberty  to  pnrsae 
their  course  of  crime  and  aggression ;  and  that  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  de- 
clined even  to  give  up  the  stolen  vessel  to  her  lawful  owners,  on  the  requisition 
of  the  United  States.  Her  Majesty's  government  have  also  been  informed  that 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  in  New  i ork,  had  shipped  one  thousand  rifles  at 
New  York  for  their  confederates  in  ELalifax,  by  collusion  with  parties  residing 
there,  in  Liverpool,  and  in  Richmond.  Her  Majesty's  government  has  also  been 
informed  that  parties  in  Richmond,  Liverpool,  New  York,  and  Hali&x,  had 
matured  a  plan,  and  were  ready,  about  the  25th  of  December  last,  to  proceed  on 
board  of  two  other  steamers  sailing  from  New  York,  and  to  seize  them  on  the 
high  seas,  to  carry  them  into  British  waters,  there  to  be  armed  against  the  United 
States.  Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  ftuther  inform^  that  these  con- 
spirators against  their  peace  and  die;mty  have  a  con^inaUon  of  agents  in  her 
Majesty's  principal  colonial  ports  in  this  hemisphere,  as  well  as  in  Great  Britain, 
to  organise  naval  war  against  the  United  States  from  British  ports,  and  even 
from  the  dty  of  New  York,  as  a  base  of  operations,  under  the  shield  of  British 
neutrality.  Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  frirtber  informed  that  the  in- 
surgents at  Richmond,  besides  the  sbips-of-war  so  long  engaged  in  piracv,  abready 
have  several  war  transports  belonging,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  themselves,  built 
or  bought  in  British  ports,  and  freighted  by  belligerent  insoi^gents,  but  navigated 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  British  subjects,  under  insurgent  pay,  and  carrying  sup- 
plies to  the  insurgent  forces,  under  the  British  flag,  upon  the  talae  pretence  of 
neutral  traders  engaged  in  simple  violations  of  the  blockade.  Her  Majesty's 
government  have  be^  further  informed  that  many  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
aggressions  and  crimes  I  have  mentioned  had  been  once  or  more  captured  as 
blockade  runners,  and  on  a  hasty  examination  discharged  by  this  government  on 
the  hise  plea  that  they  were  lawfbl  and  peaceful  subjects  of  neutral  or  friendly 

Siwers,  although  they  were  actually  belligerent  enemies  of  the  United  States. 
er  Majesty's  government  have  been  further  informed  that,  in  the  belief  of  this 
government,  these  aggressions  beginning  within  and  returning  to  British  jurisdic- 
tion, and  even  in  the  city  of  New  York,  carried  on  under  the  shield  of  British 
neutrality,  if  allowed  to  continue,  must  bring  on  border  collisions  and  war  between 
her  M^esty's  colonies  and  the  United  States.    This  government  has  represented 
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this  conclasion  to  her  Majeety's  goyemment,  together  with  the  facts  from  which 
it  was  deduced*  and  it  has  asked  that  government  to  take  sueh  measures  as 
their  wisdom  should  soggest  to  avert  the  evil  I  have  indicated.  This  govern- 
ment detetmined  to  leave  no  effort  omitted  on  its  own  part,  has  instituted  tem- 
porary military  searches  and  seizures  of  suspected  persons  in  the  dty  of  New 
York.  It  is  a  part  of  this  temporary  system,  that  persons  captured  in  entering 
the  insurgent  lines  with  munitions  and  supplies,  under  whatever  flag,  shall, 
not  be  at  once  discharged,  as  heretofbre,  upon  a  superficial  examination  on  the 
ground  of  their  claim  to  neutrality,  but  shall  be  detained  in  military  custody 
until  a  full  and  thorough  investi^tion  of  their  cases  can  be  made,  whereby  it  can 
be  ascertidned  whether,  in  fact,  tney  are  neutral  aliens,  or  are  belligerent  enemies 
of  the  United  States.  This  investigation  will  be  promptly  order^  and  made  in 
every  case,  and  neutral  blockade  runners,  when  their  claim  is  thus  ascertained, 
be  released,  while  the  belligerent  enemies  found  among  them  will  be  detained. 

The  President  has  learned  with  much  satisfaction,  by  late  advices,  that  her 
Majesty's  government,  acting,  as  is  supposed,  upon  the  representations  which  I 
have  recit^,  have  durected  prosecutions  to  be  instituted  against  the  oflenders 
described  in  British  ports,  and  also  that  the  authorities  in  Canada  are  exercising 
new  and  proper  vigilance  to  prevent  agpessions  fix)m  the  northern  shores  of  the 
lakes ;  hfd  has  reason  also  to  hope  that  the  judicial  authorities  in  Nova  Scotia  are 
manifesting  a  proper  conviction  of  duty  in  the  premises.  It  is  hoped  that,  by  the 
measures  resorted  to  by  this  government,  with  so  gratifying  a  concurrence  of  her 
Maiesty's  authorities,  the  dangers  which  I  have  indicated  will  be  speedily  passed, 
and  this  government  will  then  be  left  at  liberty  to  relax  the  rigorous  searches 
and  examinations  which  are  now  necessarily  enforced.  In  the  mean  time  I  hardly 
need  say  that  they  will  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  subject  lawful  and 
peaceful  persons  to  as  little  inconvenience  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  servant. 

WILLI AiyfH.  SEWABD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc,.  Sfc„  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  I^ord  Lyon$, 


Department  op  State, 

Woihington^  January  26,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Referring  to  my  npte  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  the  case  of 
James  McHngh,  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fourth 
paragraph  of  the  synopsis  of  letters  found  in  the  trunk  of  Mr.  James  A.  Gray, 
which  mentions  the  contents  of  a  letter  addressed  by  James  McHuffh,  of  Belfast, 
to  Mr.  Qray ;  a  copy  of  which  synopsis  accompanied  my  note  of  tne  9th  ultimo 
to  your  lordship  in  regard  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Mr.  Gray. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wiUi  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  eer- 
vant» 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  igc.,  Sgc.,  4^. 


[Extract  from  synopsis,  fourth  paragraph.  ] 

James  McHugh,  of  Belfast,  writes  to  Mr.  Gray,  asking  him  to  use  his  influ«- 
ence  with  Governor  Brown  to  have  a  friend  made  paymaster  on  one  of  the  confed- 
erate men-of-war,  and  conmtulating  him  on  the  defeat  of  Rose<^rans ;  also  telling 
him  to  hold  en  to  his  bonds,  as  they  will  soon  be  at  par,  and  as  Mr.  Gray  is  about 
returning  to  the  confederacy  to  return  and  bring  out  more  bonds. 

October  2,  1863. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyoru. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

WashingtoHt  January  26,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Becorring  to  your  note  of  the  13th  instant,  inqniring,  under  the 
instruction  of  her  Majesty's  government,  concerning  the  capture  of  the  British 
brigs  Volante,  of  Jersey,  and  Dashing  Wave,  of  Liverpool,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  lettar  of  the  19th  instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  which  contains  the  desired  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.t  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  WclUs  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Dbpabtmbnt,  January  19,  1864.. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  enclosing  acopyof  anoteaddressed  to  you  by  Lord  Lyons,  in  which,  under 
the  instructions  of  her  Britannic  Migesty's  government,  he  asks  to  be  informed  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  British  brifi;s  Volante,  of  Jersey,  and  Dashing  Wave, 
of  Liverpool,  nave  been  captured  by  United  States  cruisers  at  Matamoras. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  the  bri^s  at  the  time  of  their  capture  were  in 
American  waters,  and,  having  contraband  cargoes,  they  were  sent  in  for  adjudi- 
cation. The  merchandise  of  which  their  cargoes  consisted  was  not  believed  by 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  who  made  the  seizure  to  be  either  legiti- 
mate or  neutral.  The  judgment  of  the  court  will  be  conclusive. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

tkcretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StaU.  ; 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom. 


Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  Jamuary  28,  1864 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  it  has  become  known 
to  this  government  that  the  British  steamer  Will-o*-the-WiBp  will  thb  week 
leave  Halifax  in  ballast  for  Bermuda,  on  account  of  the  insureenta  of  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  direction  of  their  agents,  now  having  harbor  at  Haliiax. 
That,  on  arriving  at  Bermuda,  she  will  ttULO  in  ordnance  and  storee,  for  the  use 
of  the  insurgents,  and  attempt  to  make  her  way  into  Wilmington,  and  that  this 
proceeding  will  be  under  the  direction  of  insurgent  agents  at  Bermuda.  By  the 
President's  direction,  I  have  to  suggest  for  your  lordship's  consideration  the  pm^ 
priety  of  advising  the  colonial  authorities  at  Bermuda  of  this  hostile  proceeding, 
with  a  view  that  they  may  arrest  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lokd  Lyons,  tfc^  4^.,  t/e. 
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Mr*  Seacard  to  Lard  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  29, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  On  the  8th  of  January  instant  I  informed  your  lordship  that  the 
attention  of  this  goyemment  was  seriously  directed  to  the  subject  of  the  impris- 
onmunt  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Banshee,  a  vessel  which  had  oeen 
captured  in  an  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  and  which  had  been  represented  by 
you  to  be  a  British  vessel. 

It  is  known  to  this  government,  from  evidence  which  has  been  communicated 
to  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  pretended  insurgent  authoriti^  at  Rich* 
mond  are  directly  engaged  in  importing  ordnance  and  supplies  and  in  exporting 
cotton  and  tobacco  through  the  blockade,  in  vessels  sometimes  owned  ana  some- 
times chartered  by  themselves,  under  the  disguise  of  neutral  merchantmen ;  and 
that  instructions  are  given  by  them  to  their  agents  engaged  in  such  trade  to  con- 
ceal the  belligerent  character  of  their  navigators,  and  to  simulate  in  all  cases  the 
neutral  character  of  British  vessels.  It  has  been  further  made  known  to  her 
Majesty's  government  that  enterprises  of  the  nature  I  have  indicated  are  begun 
in,  and  prosecuted  from,  and  return  at  last  into,  many  of  the  British  colonial 
ports,  as  well  as  into  the  ports  within  the  British  realm. 

It  has  also  been  made  known  to  her  Maiesty's  government  that  released 
blockade  runners  have  availed  themselves  of  their  freedom  to  contrive  and  exe- 
cute the  crimes  of  murder  and  piracy  within  the  harbors  and  on  board  of  vessels 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  for  this  reason,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to 
institute  a  rigorous  investigation  into  the  character  of  all  persons  who  are  found 
on  board  of  captured  vessels  in  the  act  of  violating  the  blockade,  before  they  can 
be  set  at  liberty. 

Such  an  investigation  has  been  made  in  the  case  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Banshee. 

That  vessel  was  captured  on  the  21st  day  of  November  last,  by  a  war  trans- 
port of  the  United  States,  in  attempting  to  enter  Wilmington.  Her  papers  were 
all  understood  to  have  been  thrown  overboard,  and  the  captain  stated  that  he 
had  so  thrown  them  overboard.  She  had  a  so-called  confederate  flag ;  and  it  is 
stated  that  this  flag  was  flying  when  the  vessel  was  captured.  She  was  built 
at  the  yard  of  Jones,  Quiggin  &  Co.,  in  Liverpool,  and,  while  her  construction  was 
going  on,  she  was  repeatedly  reported  to  this  government  by  our  consul  at  that 
place  as  bein^  built  like  the  Alexandra  and  Alabama  and  Florida,  for  piratical 
purposes,  ana  this  suspicion  hai  been  communicated  to  the  naval  officers  in  our 
blockading  squadron.  She  was  upon  these  crounds  reported  to  the  navy  as  an 
insurgent  vessel,  and  the  imprisonment  of  her  officers  and  crew  was  ordered 
under  a  belief  or  suspicion  that  this  was  her  true  character.  The  suspicion  was 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that,  on  her  trial  in  the  prize  court,  no  person  came  to 
daim  either  the  vessel  or  the  cargo. 

The  inquiry  which  has  been  made  results  in  the  following  facts :  that  she 
was  not  a  privateer  or  insurgent  vessel,  but  was  owned  in  England  and  employed 
in  running  the  blockade  on  account  of  British  subjects. 

It  is  not  yet  known  by  whom  she  was  chartered  or  freighted  on  the  voyage  in 
which  she  was  captured.  It  does  not  appear  whether  the  pretended  insurgent 
authorities  in  Ricnmond  were  concerned  in  the  vovage  or  not.  Jonathan  Steele, 
the  capt^n,  is  an  Englishman.  He  has  run  the  blockade  eight  times,  and  has 
been  captured  and  released  twice. 

^Richard  Armstrong,  an  Irishman,  was  chief  steward*  and  has  once  before  run 
the  blockade. 

Thomas  Bums,  a  British  subject,  bom  in  Nassau,  has  once  run  the  blockade. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtfm,  January  2^^  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Becorring  to  your  note  of  the  13th  instant,  inquiring,  tinder  the 
instruction  of  her  Majesty's  government,  concerning  the  capture  of  the  British 
brigs  Volante,  of  Jersey,  and  Dashing  Wave,  of  Liverpool,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  which  contains  the  desired  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  BL  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  WelUi  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  January  19,  1864.. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  enclosing  acopy  of  anoteaddressed  to  you  by  Lord  Lyons,  in  which,  under 
the  instructions  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government,  he  asks  to  be  informed  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  British  bri^  Volante,  of  Jersey,  and  Dashing  Wave, 
of  Liverpool,  nave  been  captured  by  United  States  cruisers  at  Matamoras. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  the  bri^  at  the  time  of  their  capture  were  in 
American  waters,  and,  having  contraband  cargoes,  they  were  sent  in  for  adjudi- 
cation. The  merchandise  of  which  their  cargoes  consisted  was  not  believed  by 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  who  made  the  seizure  to  be  either  legiti- 
mate or  neutral.  The  judgment  of  the  court  will  be  conclusive. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

becrclary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  > 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  28,  1864 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  it  has  become  known 
to  this  government  that  the  British  steamer  Will-o'-the-Wisp  will  this  week 
leave  Halifax  in  ballast  for  Bermuda,  on  account  of  the  insureenta  of  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  direction  of  their  agents,  now  having  narb<Mr  at  Halifax. 
That,  on  arriving  at  Bermuda,  she  will  take  in  ordnance  and  stores,  for  the  use 
of  the  insurgents,  and  attempt  to  make  her  way  into  Wilmington,  and  that  this 
proceeding  will  be  under  the  direction  of  insurgent  agents  at  Bermuda.  By  the 
President's  direction,  I  have  to  suggest  for  your  lordship's  consideration  thepn^ 
priety  of  advising  the  colonial  authorities  at  Bermuda  of  this  hostile  proceeding, 
with  a  view  that  they  may  arrest  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD,    . 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^c.,  4^.,  Ijic* 
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Mr.  Setcard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  29, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  On  the  8th  of  January  instant  I  informed  your  lordship  that  the 
attention  of  this  government  was  seriously  directed  to  the  subject  of  the  impris- 
onment of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Banshee,  a  vessel  which  had  been 
captured  in  an  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  and  which  had  been  represented  by 
you  to  be  a  British  vessel. 

It  is  known  to  this  government,  from  evidence  which  has  been  communicated 
to  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  pretended  insurgent  authoritioe  at  Rich- 
mond are  directly  engaged  in  importing  ordnance  and  supplies  and  in  exporting 
cotton  and  tobacco  through  the  blockade,  in  vessels  sometimes  owned  and  some- 
times chartered  by  themselves,  under  the  disguise  of  neutral  merchantmen ;  and 
that  instructions  are  given  by  them  to  their  agents  engaged  in  such  trade  to  con- 
ceal the  belligerent  character  of  their  navigators,  and  to  simulate  in  all  cases  the 
neutral  character  of  British  vessels.  It  has  been  further  made  known  to  her 
Majesty's  government  that  enterprises  of  the  nature  I  have  indicated  are  begun 
in,  and  prosecuted  from,  and  return  at  last  into,  many  of  the  British  colonial 
ports,  as  well  as  into  the  ports  within  the  British  realm. 

It  has  also  been  made  known  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  released 
blockade  runners  have  availed  themselves  of  their  freedom  to  contrive  and  exe- 
cute the  crimes  of  murder  and  piracy  within  the  harbors  and  on  board  of  vessels 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  for  this  reason,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to 
institute  a  rigorous  investigation  into  the  character  of  all  persons  who  are  found 
on  board  of  captured  vessels  in  the  act  of  violating  the  blockade,  before  they  can 
be  set  at  liberty. 

Such  an  investigation  has  been  made  in  the  case  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Banshee. 

That  vessel  was  captured  on  the  21st  day  of  November  last,  by  a  war  trans- 
port of  the  United  States,  in  attempting  to  enter  Wilmington.  Her  papers  were 
all  understood  to  have  been  thrown  overboard,  and  the  captain  stated  that  he 
had  so  thrown  them  overboard.  She  had  a  so-called  confederate  flag ;  and  it  is 
stated  that  this  flag  was  flying  when  the  vessel  was  captured.  She  was  built 
at  the  yard  of  Jones,  Qaiggin  &  Co.,  in  Liverpool,  and,  while  her  construction  was 
going  on,  she  was  repe«itealy  reported  to  this  government  by  our  consul  at  that 
place  as  bein^  built  like  the  Alexandra  and  Alabama  and  Florida,  for  piratical 
purposes,  ana  this  suspicion  hai  been  communicated  to  the  naval  officers  in  our 
blockading  squadron.  She  was  upon  these  grounds  reported  to  the  navy  as  an 
insurgent  vessel,  and  the  imprisonment  of  her  officers  and  crew  was  ordered 
under  a  belief  or  suspicion  that  this  was  her  true  character.  The  suspicion  was 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that,  on  her  trial  in  the  prize  court,  no  person  came  to 
daim  either  the  vessel  or  the  cargo. 

The  inquiry  which  has  been  made  results  in  the  following  facts :  that  she 
was  not  a  privateer  or  insurgent  vessel,  but  was  owned  in  England  and  employed 
in  running  the  blockade  on  account  of  British  subjects. 

It  is  not  yet  known  by  whom  she  was  chartered  or  freighted  on  the  voyage  in 
which  she  was  captured.  It  does  not  appear  whether  the  pretended  insurgent 
authorities  in  Ricnmond  were  concerned  in  the  vovage  or  not.  Jonathan  Steele, 
the  captain,  is  an  Englishman.  He  has  run  the  blc^kade  eight  times,  and  has 
been  captured  and  released  twice. 

^  Richard  Armstrong,  an  Irishman,  was  chief  steward*  and  has  once  before  run 
the  blockade. 

Thomas  Bums,  a  British  subject,  bom  in  Nassau,  has  once  run  the  blockade. 
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John  Byford,  an  EngliBhman,  has  twioe  nm  the  blockade. 

John  Byrnes,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  once. 

Charles  Bethel  is  a  neffro  lad  and  British  subject. 

W.  Gaoipbell,  aa  Irishmaa»  has  ran  the  blockade  she  times. 

Christopher  Connor,  a  ship's  boy,  was  bora  in  Liverpool. 

John  Duff,  an  Englishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Jerry  DriscoU,  an  Irishman,  has  twice  ran  the  blockade. 

Roger  Donnelly,  a  Scotchman,  has  ran  the  blockade  seven  times. 

Jnmes  Erskine,  chief  engineer,  has  twice  ran  the  blockade. 

Nathan  Erskine,  a  Scotchman,  has  ran  the  blockade  once. 

F.  Foley  is  an  American  traitor  and  insurgent. 

Adam  J^rench,  an  Englishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Cecil  Gardner,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

David  Houston,  a  Scotchman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Owen  Hughes,  a  Welshman,  has  run  the  blockade  once. 

Samuel  Johnson,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Robert  McKeon,  a  Scotchman,  has  ran  the  blockade  three  times. 

James  Kenny,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  four  times. 

James  Eamichan  and  William  Lindsay  are  Scotchmen,  each  of  whom  has  ran 
the  blockade  once. 

J.  McGallum,  a  Scotchman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Samuel  McCann,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  once. 

William  Miller,  British  subject,  a  native  of  New  Branswick,  has  run  the 
blockade  six  times. 

James  McCaffrey,  a  native  of  Liverpool,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Walter  McDonald,  a  Scotchman,  has  ran  the  blockade  four  times. 

Con.  McClusky,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

William  Marshal  is  a  British  subject 

John  A.  Power,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

H.  E.  Rover  is  a  German,  and  not  a  British  subject. 

Allan  Smith  is  an  Irishman.    He  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Richard  Sherrin,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Thomas  Sherridon,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  three  times. 

John  Thompson,  bora  in  France,  but  claims  to  be  a  British  subject ;  he  has 
ran  the  blockade  once. 

John  Watson  was  bora  in  Ireland ;  has  ran  the  blockade  four  times. 

Valentine  Walsh  is  an  Englishman,  who  has  run  the  blockade  twioe. 

Thomas  White,  an  Irishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  twice. 

Malcolm  Wilke,  an  Englishman,  has  ran  the  blockade  once. 

In  view  of  the  facts  thus  ascertained,  all  of  these  persons,  except  F.  Foley, 
who  is  an  insurgent,  will,  under  the  drcumstanees,  be  released  from  their  con- 
finement. But  I  think  it  proper  to  inform  your  lordship  that  all  of  them  will 
be  held  under  vigilant  surveillance  as  dangerous  persons,  whose  residence  in 
this  country  cannot  be  nermitted;  and  they  will  all  be  expected  to  leave  the 
United  States  within  nfteen  days  afler  their  discharge  from  custody.  I  think 
it  proper,  also,  to  say  that,  in  all  cases  where  blockade  ranners  are  hereafter 
captux^,  during  the  present  insurrection,  the  character  of  the  parties  will  be 
subjected  to  a  severe  scratiny,  and  they  will  receive  such  a  disposition  as  the 
public  safety  shall  at  the  time  seem  to  sequire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.f  Sfc^  Sfc. 
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Lord  L$fa9U  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  30,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  the  governor  general  of  Oanada  the 
note  4ftted  the  13th  instant,  in  which  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  inform  me  that 
yon  considered  it  possible  that  John  0.  Braine  and  others,  fugitives  from  the 
justice  of  the  United  States,  might  have  taken  refage  in  Canada,  and  that  jou 
would  therefore  ask  that  the  necessary  measures  should  be  taken  by  the 
Canadian  authorities  for  their  extradition,  in  pursuance  of  the  10th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Washington. 

The  goremor  general  has  informed  me,  in  reply,  that  he  has  referred  this 
application  to  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  in  Oanada  for  their  report. 

The  governor  general  had  not  any  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  persons 
named  had  come  within  Canadian  jurisdiction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

LT0N3. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^r.,  ^r.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lytme. 


Department  of  State, 

WaskingtaH,  February  1,  1864. 
Hy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  asking,  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty's  government,  for  information  as 
to  the  grounds  of  the  seizure  of  the  schooner  Etta,  owned  by  Messrs.  O. 
Renouard  &  Co.,  of  Nassau,  at  New  York,  in  the  autumn  of  last  year.  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  proper 
department 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons* 
[Memorandum.] 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February  2,  1864. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  copy  of  a  report 
of  the  13th  ultimo,  addressed  to  his  honor  M^or  General  Doyle,  administrator 
of  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia,  by  Attorney  General  J.  W.  Johnston,  giving 
a  summary  of  the  result  <^  the  evidence  in  the  oases  of  Doctors  Almon  and 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Keith,  charged  with  having  obstructed  the  execution  of  a 
warrant  issued  by  the  mayor  of  Halifax  against  Greorge  Wade  and  others,  and 
the  printed  copy  of  a  phonographic  report  of  the  testimony  contained  in  a 
supplement  to  tae  Holimx  Beporter,  both  of  which  papers  were  left  at  the 
Department  of  Staite  by  Lord  Lvons  yesterday,  finds  tnat  there  are  passages 
in  the  former  which  seem  to  call  for  comment;  but  the  comment  will  be  reserved 
until  it  is  known  whether  the  Chesapeake  will  be  restored  to  its  owners,  any 
one  of  the  pirates  arrested  and  surrendonedt  or  whether  any  one  of  the  rescuers 
shall  reoeiv^  the  punishment  due  to  his  course^  as  atonement  to  the  United 
States. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyatn. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WashingUm,  February  2,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  regret  the  necessity  of  again  calliDg  your  attention  to  tlie 
Sionx  Indians  from  the  United  States  who  have  taken  refuge  in  the  British 
territories  to  the  north  of  the  State  of  Minnesota.  Aceordiug  to  informatiou 
received  fh>m  the  War  Department,  those  Indians,  after  having  been  fed  for 
some  months  by  order  of  Grovemor  Dalks,  at  Fort  Ganr,  have  at  length  been 
induced  to  return  within  United  States  limits,  upon  the  condition  of  being 
furnished  with  food  for  a  considerableperiod ;  and  also  with  powder,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  at  least  one  pound  a  man.  These  savages  will  thus  be  ready  in  the 
spring  to  renew  their  onslaughts  on  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  government  has  a  right  to  expect  of  her  Majes^'s  gov- 
ernment that  a  force  will  be  stationed  at  Fort  Garry,  or  elsewhere,  sufficient  to 
prevent  these  Indians  from  violating  the  neutrality  of  British  territory  by 
screening  themselves  there,  or  that,  when  they  are  driven  beyond  our  frontier, 
thev  will  not  be  furnished  with  such  supplies  as  will  enable  them  to  contihae 
robbing  and  murdering  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SE WAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ifc^  8fc. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyom. 


Department  of  State, 

Woihingtont  February  2,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  and  its  accompaniment,  relative  to  an  order  of  Minor  General  Dix 
for  the  appointment  of  a  military  commission  to  mvestigate  me  cases  of  per- 
sons arrested  and  detained  at  Fort  La&yette  and  Fort  Warren,  other  than 
prisoners  of  war  and  convicts.  I  have  conununicated  a  copy  of  the  papers  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  communicate  with  your 
lordship  after  conferring  with  him  upon  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord^Lyon*. 

DbPASTMBNT  of  STAtB, 

WaihingtoH,  February  2,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Your  note  of  the  30th  December  last,  relative  to  the  case  (d  the 
Victor,  captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Juniata,  has  been  taken  into 
frurther  consideration  in  connexion  with  a  communication  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment upon  the  subject  The  conclusion  arrived  at  is,  that  there  b  no  rafi- 
cient  ground  for  the  interference  of  the  executive  government  fbr  the  purpose 
of  arresting  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings.    Oaptora  as  well  as 


daiMantB  Iiaye  rigfalt  wUdi  are  teemed  to  diem  bj  law.  Hie  power  to  restore 
t  prbe  without  trial  caa»  ia  the  President's  opimon,  onlj  be  justifiably  ex- 
ercised in  extraordinary  clear  and  unquestionable  cases.  Mr.  BojnUm,  the 
United  States  attorn^  at  Kej  West»  deemed  it  his  dutj  to  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  from  the  decision  of  the  United  States  court  there.  If,  however, 
cither  partj  should  suppose  that  farther  proof  would  strengthen  the  probabilitj- 
of  the  final  decision  in  their  &vor,  it  is  competent  for  the  Supreme  Court  to  re- 
ceive such  proof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Archibald  to  Lord  L$on$, 
[Deipatoh  referred  to  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  March  11,  1864,  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons.] 

BaiTISH  CONSIJLATB. 

New  York,  February  6,  1864. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  some  dr- 
cumstanoes  connected  with  the  treatment  of  the  Britisn  subjects  imprisoned  at 
Fort  La&jette,  for  such  action  thereon  as  your  lordship  may  think  fit. 

The  fort,  which  is  surrounded  by  water  at  some  short  distance  from  the  main 
land,  is  a  structure  of  moderate  size,  and,  apparentlv,  of  limited  accommoda- 
tions for  the  number  of  prisoners  (now,  I  believe,  about  125  or  130)  and  the 
garrison  contained  therein.  It  is  not  fitted  for  the  purpose  of  a  jdl,  with 
separate  rooms  or  apartments  fbr  the  prisoners,  or  supplied  with  those  neces- 
sary conveniences  with  which  ordinary  jails  are  fumisned ;  the  prisoners  are 
consequently  confined  in  the  casemates,  in  parties  or  squads  of  eleven  or  more, 
according  to  the  size  of  the  casemate,  and  I  presume  some  sort  of  classification 
of  the  prisoners.  These  consist  of  merchants,  confederate  prisoners,  sailors, 
substitute  crimps,  and  others. 

From  statements  made  to  me  by  some  of  the  prisoners,  on  the  89th  ultimo, 
when  I  visited  the  fort,  and  by  others  to  Mr.  £awaxds,  Uie  vice-consul,  on  m. 
subsequent  visit,  it  appears  that  in  the  casemate,  for  instance,  in  which  Mir 
£neas  and  ISir,  Booke  are  confined,  and  which  is  about  twenty-five  feet  long,, 
and  fifteen  feet  wide,  there  are,  in  all,  eleven  persons.  This  room  has  a  fire- 
place at  one  end,  and  is  lighted  by  two  small,  barred  windows,  one  at  eidier* 
side  of  the  chimney.  The  bedsteaids  are  hinged,  and  fold  up  against  the  walll 
in  the  day  time,  on  either  side  of  the  room,  to  afford  space  to  move  about  in,, 
and  for  a  small  table  about  three  and  a  half  feet  long  by  two  feet  wide.  When* 
the  beds  are  let  down  at  night,  there  is  but  a  narrow  passage  between  them. 
There  are  no  chairs,  or  rather  were  none  until  yesterday,  when,  bv  special  per- 
mission of  General  Dix,  I  sent  one  down  for  ike  use  of  Mr.  BrOoke.  These  is 
but  one  small  wash  hand-basin  for  the  use  of  the  whole  party.  They  have  the 
privilege  of  using  a  tub  for  bathing,  in  common  with  the  occupants  of  another 
casemate,  but,  from  indeceiiey  of  exposure  and  want  of  privacy,  it  is  of  little 
use. 

In  this  apartment  the  priscmcrs  are  locked  up  from  sunset  until  half-past 
seven  in  the  morning,  witn  an  allowance  of  half  a  candle  each  night,  but  no 
candlestick.  During  the  day  they  are  allowed  to  walk  in  a  part  of  one  side  of 
the  qnadrangle  on  the  shady  side  of  the  fort.  As  the  privies  are  rudely  oour 
simefced  on  the  terrace  outside  the  fort,  overhanging  the  sea,  the  prisoners*  as 
their  necessities  require,  are  taken  out  thither  in  parties  of  four  or  more,  under 

33  c 
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tl^clMUffi&ofar«e«liy.  At  nighl  a  backet  is  pUoel  ia  tk«  eaaemate  for  eomaoii 
vm,,9iB  the  prisoiier9>  whea  once  locked  ap,  are  not  allowed  to  go  outside  die 
for^  for  the  caHs  of  natore. 

Tiua  descriptioa  applies  more  or  less  to  the  other  casemates,  except  that 
theset  according  to  their  sizes,  contain  a  larger  number  of  prisoners.  The  room 
is  cleaned  by  the  prisoners  in  torn ;  they  all,  or  as  they  may  arrange  aaong 
themselves,  bring  in  their  ovm  coal  and  water.  There  is  a  common  eating  or 
mess-room,  but  the  prisoners  in  the  casemate  to  which  I  have  above  refmed 
ask^  and  obtained  the  privilege  of  eating  their  meals  in  their  own  apartmeats, 
going  to  the  mess-room  for  the  purpose  of  getting  their  allowances.  The  food 
IS  not  deficient  in  quantity,  but,  with  the  exception  of  bread,  is  complained  of 
as  not  being  palatable. 

It  consists  of  bread,  boiled  beef  served  in  junks,  a  coarse  bean  soup,  and,  at 
breakfast,  coffee  boiled  with  sugar  or  molasses.  No  milk,  butter,  or  vegetables 
are  supplied.  None  of  the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  purchase  or  to  be  supplied 
'  by  their  friends  with  other  food.  Some  articles  of  food  of  a  better  description, 
OS  also  tea  and  sugar,  which  have  been  sent  to  the  fort  for  some  of  the 
prisoners,  have  been  reused  to  be  received. 

The  foregoing  statements  I  make  from  the  relation  of  prisoners,  several  of 
whom  are  confined  on  suspicion  or  accusation  of  offences  which  are  yet  to  be 
established  against  them,  and  for  which,  indeed,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
or  not  they  are  to  be  brought  to  trial.  They  could  hardly  be  dealt  with  more 
harslily  were  they  under  sentence  of  imprisonment  after  tnal  and  oonvictkn. 
I  have,  Ax.,  6cc., 

£.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  G.  G.  B.,  8fc,,  ^c,,  8fc. 


Lard  Lyon*  la  Mr.  Seward. 

[Memorandum — Banshee.  ] 


lb.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons,  29th  January,  1864,  announces  that  the  master 
and  crew  will  be  released.  They  were,  however,  still  at  Fort  Lafayette  ob  die 
6th  February,  1864. 

FEBfiUARY  8,  1864, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washinoton,  February  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  Information  of  the  capture  of  the  British  vessel  Saxon  by  the  United 
States  ship  Vanderbilt  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  has  reached 
her  Majesty's  goveoiment  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  her  Majesty'* 
government  have  instructed  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  apparently  extraordinary  circumstance  of  the  capture,  at 
so  great  a  distance  from  American  waters,  of  a  British  colonial  vessel  which  was 
certainly,  her  Majesty's  government  conceive,  not  exposed  to  the  suspicion  of 
contemplating  any  breach  of  blockade,  or,  so  far  as  appears,  of  carrying  con- 
traband of  war  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  moreover,  commanded  me  to  request  thf 
government  of  the  tlnited  States  either  to  direct  the  immediate  release  of  the 
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Saxon,  with  p«t>per  compensation  to  the  owners,  of  at  leasf  to  explain  the 
grounds  on  which  her  seizure  and  detention  are  supposed  to  be  justified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  joor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbw4rd. 


liord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  9,  1864. 
.  SiB:  I  have  this  afternoon  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  2d 
instant  relative  to  the  Sioux  Indians.    I  will  to-day  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  her 
H^esty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  WiLUAJd  H.  Sbward,  ifc,  4v.,  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WasAingtonf  February  10,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  in  which,  under  the  instructions  of  your  government,  you  call  the 
attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
capture  of  the  British  vessel  Saxon  by  the  United  States  ship  Vanderbilt,  at 
Angra  Pequena,  on  the  coast  of  Alma,  and,  moreover,  request  it  either  to 
direct  the  immediate  release  of  the  Saxon,  with  proper  compensation  to  the 
owners,  or  at  least  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which  the  seizure  and  detention 
are  supposed  to  be  justified. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  made  application  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  information  as  to  the  facts  and  grounds  of  the  capture, 
and  shall  have  the  honor  of  addressing  you  again  on  the  subject  when  his  reply 
reaches  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
eenrant» 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  4^. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  February  11,  1864'. 

Sir  :  I  had,  the  day  before  yesterday,  the  honor  to  speak  to  you  on  the 
subject  of  the  note  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  23d  of  last  month*  asking  for 
information  respecting  a  military  commission  established  at  New  York,  before 
which  it  appeared  that  several  British  subjects  were  to  be  brought  for  examina- 
tion, and  possibly  for  trial. 

You  were  so  good  as  to  repeat  to  me  the  information  which  you  had  given  me 
on  the  2d  of  this  month,  that  you  had  referred  my  note  to  the  Secretary  oi 
War,  but  you  added  that  you  were  not  in  a  position  to  say  more  than  this. 
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tl^ebamofi^feiaiy.  At  tiighl  a  backet  k  pUoel  m  tk«  oaaemate  for  eoamoft 
00^,410  the  prisoaerSi  whea  onee  locked  up,  are  not  allowed  to  go  outside  tbe 
forjk  for  the  calla  of  nature. 

This  descriptioa  applies  more  or  leas  to  the  other  eaeemates,  except  that 
thesOy  aocording  to  their  sizes»  contain  a  larger  number  of  prisoners.  The  room 
is  cleaned  by  the  prisoners  in  torn ;  they  all,  or  as  they  may  arrange  among 
themselves,  bring  in  their  ovm  coal  and  water.  There  is  a  common  eating  or 
mess-room,  but  the  prisoners  in  the  casemate  to  which  I  have  above  refened 
ask^  and  obtained  the  privilege  of  eating  their  meals  in  their  own  apartments, 
going  to  the  mess-room  for  the  purpose  of  getting  their  allowances.  The  food 
is  not  deficient  in  qaantity,  but,  with  the  exception  of  bread,  is  complained  of 
as  not  being  palatable. 

It  consists  of  bread,  boiled  beef  served  in  junks,  a  coarse  bean  soup,  and,  at 
breakfast,  coffee  boiled  with  sugar  or  molasses.  No  milk,  batter,  or  vegetables 
are  supplied.  None  of  the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  purchase  or  to  be  supplied 
'  by  their  friends  with  other  food.  Some  articles  of  food  of  a  better  description, 
OS  also  tea  and  sugar,  which  have  been  sent  to  the  fort  for  some  of  the 
prisoners,  have  been  reftised  to  be  received. 

The  foregoing  statements  I  make  from  the  relation  of  prisoners,  several  of 
whom  are  confined  on  suspicion  or  accusation  of  offences  'which  are  yet  to  be 
established  against  them,  and  for  which,  indeed,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
or  xipt  they  are  to  be  brought  to  trial.  They  could  hardly  be  dealt  with  more 
harsnly  were  they  under  sentence  of  imprisonment  after  tnal  and  conviction. 
I  have,  Ax.,  Sec., 

£.  M.  ABCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  Q.  0.  B.,  Sfc,,  ^c.,  Sfc. 


Lard  Lyon*  la  Mr.  Seward. 

[Memorandum— Banshee.  ] 


lb.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons,  29th  January,  1864,  announces  that  the  master 
and  crew  will  be  released.  They  were,  however,  still  at  Fort  Lafayette  (m  tire 
6th  February,  1864. 

FEBfiUARY  8,  1864. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washinoton,  February  9,  1^4. 

Sir  :  Information  of  the  capture  of  the  British  vessel  Saxon  by  the  United 
States  ship  Vanderbilt  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  has  reached 
her  Majesty's  goveoiment  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  her  Majesty'B 
government  have  instructed  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  die 
United  States  to  the  apparently  extraordinary  circumstance  of  the  capture,  at 
so  great  a  distance  from  American  waters,  of  a  British  colonial  vessel  which  was 
certainly,  her  Majesty's  government  conceive,  not  exposed  to  the  suspicion  of 
contemplating  any  breach  of  blockade,  or,  so  far  as  appears,  of  carrying  con- 
traband of  war  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  moreover,  commanded  me  to  request  tbo 
government  of  the  tlnited  States  cither  to  direct  the  immediate  release  of  the 
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Saxon,  with  proper  compensation  to  the  owners,  of  at  leasf  to  explain  the 
gronud^  on  which  her  seizure  and  dotation  are  supposed  to  be  justified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  joor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbw4rd. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  February  9,  1864. 
SiB:  I  have  this  afternoon  had  the  honor  to  receive  jour  note  of  the  2d 
mstant  relative  to  the  Sioux  Indians.    I  will  to-day  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  4^.,  4v.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WashingUmf  February  10,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  in  which,  under  the  instructions  of  your  government,  you  call  the 
attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
capture  of  the  British  vessel  Saxon  by  the  United  States  ship  Vanderbilt,  at 
Angra  Pequena,  on  the  coast  of  Ainea,  and,  moreover,  request  it  either  to 
direct  the  immediate  release  of  the  Saxon,  with  proper  compensation  to  the 
owners,  or  at  least  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which  the  seizure  and  detention 
are  supposed  to  be  justified. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  made  application  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  information  as  to  the  facts  and  grounds  of  the  capture, 
and  shall  have  the  honor  of  addressing  yon  again  on  the  subject  when  his  reply 
reaches  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  considerati<m,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^..,  ^n. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  11,  186^. 

Sir  :  I  had,  the  day  before  yesterday,  the  honor  to  speak  to  you  on  the 
subject  of  the  note  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  23d  of  last  month,  asking  for 
information  respecting  a  military  commission  established  at  New  York,  before 
which  it  aj;»peared  that  several  British  subjects  were  to  be  brought  for  examina- 
tion, and  possibly  for  trial. 

You  were  so  good  as  to  repeat  to  me  the  information  which  you  had  given  me 
on  the  2d  of  this  month,  that  you  had  referred  my  note  to  the  Secretary  oi 
War,  but  you  added  that  you  were  not  in  a  position  to  say  more  than  this. 
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I  liave,  as  I  lud  tlie  bonor  to  state  to  70Q  in  person  this  morning,  stroDe 
reasons  for  desiring  to  obtais  witboot  delay  ans>irers  to  the  questions  whieh  I 
▼entored  to  ask  in  the  note»  and  I  trust,  ther^ore,  that  70U  will  exeose  mj 
again  calline  your  attention  to  it. 

I  have  me  honor  to  be,  with  high  considerationt  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  8(c.,  ^c.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Ijord  Lyont. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State 

WaskiTtgUm,  February  12,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  2d  ultimo,  and  to  my  own  of  the 
3d,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  the  Don  Jos^  by  the  United 
States  cruiser  Juniata,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  commiuii- 
cation  of  the  30th  ultimo,  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  upoo 
the  subject,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  allegations  of  the  claimants  are  not 
borne  out  by  the  investigation  which  has  been  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
sewftut 

WILLLAJil  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  4^.,  Sfc.,  i^c. 

P.  SI— The  papers,  the  return  of  which  was  re<|uested,  are  enclosed. 


Mt,  Wdkt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt,  January  30, 1864. 

Sut :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  enelosing  t 
copy  of  a  communication  of  the  2d  instant,  with  accompaniments,  fiom  Lord 
Lyons,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Don  Jos6  by  the  JuniatSi 
in  July  last,  and  suggesting,  with  a  view  to  directness  in  the  explanation  re- 
quired, that  the  officer  who  made  the  capture  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Boynton,  United  States  attorney  at  Key  West,  of  the  16th 
of  July  last,  which  was  one  of  the  accompaniments  to  Lord  Lyons's  note. 

Your  suggestion  was  carried  out  without  unnecessary  delay;  and  I  non 
submit,  for  your  information,  a  report,  dated  the  18th  instant,  from  Commander 
J.  M.  B.  Glitz,  the  officer  who  made  the  capture;  also,  a  report  from  Acting 
Master  J.  H.  Stimpson,  dated  the  24th  instant,  who  boarded  and  examined  the 
Don  Josd,  against  whom  charges  of  misconduct  were  preferred  by  the  master 
and  others  of  the  vessel.  Please  return  these  reports  to  this  department  after 
you  shall  have  finished  with  them. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

OroEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  ^ihe  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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qjmmmdtr  OU/MtoMr.  WeMt». 

XInitbd  States  Stbambb  Osceola, 

BatUm  Navy  Yard,  January  18,  1864. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  department's  order  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  supplemental  report,  relative  to  the  capture 
of  the  English  schooner  Don  Jos^  by  the  United  States  steamer  Juniata,  under 
my  command,  on  the  2d  of  July  last. 

The  Don  Jos^  was  seen  about  7  a.  m.  of  the  2d,  and  overhauled.  Upon  ex- 
amination I  found  but  one  person,  the  master,  to  be  English;  the  others,  crew 
and  passengers,  were  Spaniards.  She  had  no  log-book,  no  letter  of  instructions, 
no  coarse  printed  on  the  chart,  and  her  papers  were  imperfect. 

I  marked  the  imperfect  papers,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  United  States 
district  attorney  to  tnem,  and  sent  tnem  by  the  prize-master.  In  what  way  the 
papers  were  imperfect  I  cannot  at  this  time  say,  but  the  imperfections  were  all 
pointed  out  to  the  prize-master. 

Among  the  papers  found  on  board  was  one  stating  that  her  cargo  was  intended 
for  the  Confederate  States ;  and  she  also  had  a  considerable  quantity  of  confede- 
rate money  on  board. 

The  Don  ^os^  was  formerly  the  pilot-boat  Edna  Jones,  of  Key  West,  and  as 
such  had,  I  was  informed,  run  the  blockade  previous  to  my  seizure  of  her. 

Considering  all  the  circumstances,  I  was  convinced  that  she  intended  running 
the  blockade  at  some  point  on  the  coast,  and  felt.it  my  duty  to  send  her  to  the 
nearest  port  for  trial,  which  port  was  Key  West. 

The  crew  and  passengers  were  treated  kindly,  and  no  complaints  were  made 
by  any  one,  to  my  knowledge,  of  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  boarding 
officer  and  crew.  Our  ensign  was  flying  before  I  fired  the  gun  to  bring  the 
schooner  by  the  wind,  and  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  English  ensign  being 
hauled  down  at  any  time. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  prize-master  and  crew  after  parting  company  with  the 
Juniata  I,  of  my  own  knowledge,  know  nothing;  but  upon  my  arrival  at  Key 
West,  some  weeks  after,  I  learned  that  the  prize-master,  Acting  Master  D.  G. 
Taylor,  had  been  sent  north  by  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Baily  for  drunkenness,  and 
subsequently  dismissed  the  service. 

I  regret  that  I  am  now  separated  from  the  officers  of  the  Juniata,  from  whom 
statements  might  be  had  which  would  periiaps  be  of  use  to  the  government. 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Stunpson,  United  States  navy,  now,  I  believe,  attached 
to  the  IJuited  States  steamer  Wachusetts,  was  the  boarding  officer  at  the  time 
of  the  said  capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  CLITZ, 
Commander  United  Slates  Navy. 

Hon.  QiDBorr  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Acting  Master  Stinqmm  to  Mr.  WdUs. 

Philadblphia,  January  24,  1864. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  22d  instant,  I  beg  to  submit  the 
following  statement  concerning  the  charges  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers  of 
the  Don  Jos^  prefer  against  me : 

After  a  careful  perusal  of  the  documents  sent  me,  I  find  as  follows:  That  I 
am  charged  with  treating  the  crew  and  passengers  of  the  Don  Jos<^  in  an  un- 
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neceBsarilj  barsh  and  cruel  manner,  and,  whilst  searching  the  trunk  of  one 
Abiel,  of  taking  therefrom  the  sum  of  s£5fi00  in  Bank  of  England  notes,  and, 
upon  his  requesting  me  to  gire  him  a  receipt  for  the  same,  mv  reply  was,  "  Go 
to  hell!"  also,  that  I  took  from  him  all  his  private  letters  and  papers,  together 
with  about  $300  in  cash ;  also,  that  upon  his  leaving  the  Don  Jos^  to  go  on 
board  the  Juniata  I  took  from  him  by  force  some  sixteen  dozen  silver  thimbles, 
also  a  purse,  containing  $36  in  cash,  belonging  to  the  cook ;  and  also,  after 
putting  the  prize  crew  on  board  the  Don  Josd,  I  loaded  the  boat  with  liquor 
and  provisions,  and  returned  with  it  so  loaded  to  the  Juniata. 

To  all  of  which  I  reply :  That  I  received  orders  from  C(Mnmander  Clits  to 
board  and  examine  thoroughly  a  suspicious  schooner  which  we  had  given  chase 
to.  In  obedience  to  his  orders  I  proceeded  on  board,  accompanied  by  Acting 
Master's  Mate  W.  0.  Ordway.  On  reaching  the  schooner  I  informed  the  captain 
as  to  whom  I  was  and  why  I  had  boarded  him,  and  requested  him  to  allow  me 
to  examine  his  papers.  After  some  conversation  with  his  passengers  he  showed 
me  his  articles,  manifest,  and  clearance,  and  1  found  his  cargo  to  consist  of  one 
hundred  bags  of  salt,  a  few  bales  of  cotton,  and  several  demijohns  of  rum. 
Thinking  that  all  was  not  right,  I  concluded  to  overhaul  the  schooner,  and  in 
doin^  so,  in  the  presence  of  the  captain  and  his  passengers,  I  found  in  a  trunk 
whioi  the  owner  opened  at  my  request  a  written  agreement  to  deliver  the  one 
hundred  bags  salt  tncn  on  board  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  Think- 
ing that  was  enough  to  warrant  my  detaining  the  vessel  until  I  could  report  the 
&cts  to  the  captain,  I  returned  to  tho  Juniata  with  the  captain  and  his  papers, 
leaving  Mr.  Ordway  on  board  the  Don  Josd — fearing  that  they  might  nave 
other  papers  which  they  might  destroy  in  my  absence— and  reported  these  facts 
to  the  captain.  The  agreement  in  regai-d  to  the  salt  having  been  more  carefully 
translated  by  an  officer  on  boai-d  the  Juniata,  there  appeared  to  be  no  doubt  that 
it  was  their  intention  to  run  the  blockade  with  the  salt. 

I  was  then  ordered  by  the  captain  of  the  Juniata  to  continue  the  search  on 
board  the  Don  Jos^;  I  did  so,  but  found  nothing  of  importance.  In  r^ard  to 
the  ^£5,000  in  Bank  of  England  notes,  and  the  different  sums  of  S300  and  $30 
in  cash,  which  this  Abiel  says  I  took  from  him,  together  with  sixteen  dozen 
silver  thimbles,  1  reply  that  I  saw  no  such  money,  nor  did  I  even  hear  of  there 
being  any  such  money  on  board,  nor  did  he  ask  me  for  any  receipt— consequently 
all  he  saYS  in  r^ard  to  the  matter  is  false.  The  only  money  which  was  found 
on  board  the  schooner  was  found  in  a  tin  box,  in  the  possession  of  the  super- 
cargo, and  consisted  of  a  few  dollars  in  gold  and  silver,  and  a  roll  of  confederate 
currency;  this  the  supercargo  retained  in  his  possession  until  it  was  sealed  up 
with  the  papers  founaon  board  the  Don  Jos^,  and  delivered  to  the  prize-master. 
The  passengers  and  crew,  on  being  transferred  to  the  Juniata,  were  allowed  to 
take  their  personal  effects  with  them,  (with  the  exception  of  several  bottles  of 
liquor,)  without  any  opposition  from  me.  In  regard  to  the  charge  of  loading 
the  Juniata  boat  with  provisions  and  liquor,  I  would  state  that  nothing  whatever 
was  taken  firom  the  Don  Jos^  by  me  or  the  boat's  crew. 

Hopine  that  this  explanation  will  prove  satisfactory,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  STIMP80N, 
Acti'ng  Master  United  Suuet  Navy^ 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  qfthe  Navy,  WaiMngUm,  D.  C. 

Forward:  0.  K.  STKIBLING, 

Chmmander, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  LyonM. 

1>BPARTMBNT  OF  StATK, 

Wa9kington,  Peibmary  12,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  recur  to  your  commanication  of  the  23d  oltimo* 
reqoesthig  information  concerning  a  military  commission  for  the  investigation  of 
the  oases  of  certain  persons  arrested  and  detained  at  Forts  Lafayette  and  Warren, 
and  to  aeknovrledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday  upon  the  same  snhject. 
Haying  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  view  to  being  enabled  to 
supply  your  lordship  with  the  desired  information,,  a  copy  of  your  first  commu- 
nication, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  3d  instant 
upon  the  subject,  addressed  to  me  by  Brigadier  General  A.  S.  Oanby  on  behalf 
of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Regretting  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  responding  to  your  lordship's  in- 
quiiiee,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord;  your  obedient 
servant,  WILLLIM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  4^.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


GeMeral  Canby  to  Mr,  Seward, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the  leeeipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2d  instant,  coumiunicating  the  copy  of  a  note  of  the  23d  ultimo,  froim 
Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  an  order  issued  by  &Lajor  General  Dix  iSor  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  military  commission  to  investigate  the  cases  of  persons  arrested  and 
detained  at  Forts  Layfayette  and  Warren  other  than  prisoners  of  war  and  con- 
victs, and,  in  reply  to  the  questions  submitted  in  the  note  of  Lord  Lyons,  to  say 
that  persons  brought  before  the  commission  will  be  tried  for  violation  of  ti^ 
laws  of  war,  and  that  every  facility  of  defence  will  be  afforded  them,  with  the 
privilege  of  counsel,  witnesses,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  IL  S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier  General^  A.  A,  G, 
The  Secbbtaby  op  State, 

Wa$hiHgt4m,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord   Lyons, 

Department  of  Statb^ 

Washington,  February  13, 1864w 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  admowledgo  the  receipt  of  your  memomndum 
of  the  8th  instant,  relative  to  the  release  of  the  master  and  erew  of  the  captured 
British  steamer  Banshee,  and,  in  reply,  to  enclose  herewith  to  you  the  copy  of  a 
loiter  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this  doDartment  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  directed  the  dischai^e  of  all  of  the  cre^ 
of  the  Banshee  except  F.  Foley,  who  makes  no  claim  to  be  a  British  or  foreign 
subject,  and  Jonathan  Steele,  the  master  of  that  vessel,  who  is  reported  to  the 
Navy  Department  to  be  an  American. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hoa  Lord  Lyons,  Ifc.,  Igd  Igc, 
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Mr.  WcUti  ta  3Sr.Se¥Hird. 

Navy  Dspartmbnt,  Fttrmary  12»  1864. 
SfB :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  letter  of  the  9th  faistani 
hi  rdatioQ  to  the  foreigners  captured  on  board  the  Banehee.  In  accordance  with 
your  recommendation,  I  have  directed  the  discharge  of  all  mentioned  in  the  li»t 
enclosed  to  me  excepting  Folej  and  Jonathan  St^e.  The  order  for  their  dis- 
charge is  withheld  for  the  reason  that  the  former  was  bom  in  Baltimore,  and 
makes  no  claim  to  be  a  British  or  foreign  subject,  and  the  latter,  although  cbdm- 
ing  to  be  a  British  subject,  does  not  make  oath  to  that  effect.  He  was  the 
master  of  the  Banshee,  and  it  was  reported  to  the  department  that  he  is  an 
American. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  15,  1864. 

Sib  :  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  again  called  upon  to  remon- 
strate aeainst  restrictions  placed  upon  the  trade  between  New  York  and  plaeea 
within  the  Qveen's  dominions. 

I  beg  you  to  give  your  serious  attention  to  the  enclosed  extracts  feom  despatches 
from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  and  I  trust  that  some  measures  will 
be  taken  widbout  delay  to  remedy,  or  at  least  to  mitigate,  the  grievances  which 
are  set  forth  in  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Extract  from  a  degpatek  from  Conttd  Archibald  to  Lord  Lffous^  dated  New  York,  Februarjf  9, 

1864. 

I  have  the  honor  again  to  call  your  lordship's  attention*  to  the  restrictions 
imposed  on  the  exportation  of  merchandise,  more  especially  of  breadstuffs  and 
provisions,  from  this  port  to  the  British  provinces  and  the  Bahamas. 

Smce  the  1st  of  January  last  bonds  have  been  required  from  the  shippers 
of  merchandise  from  this  port  to  the  British  North  American  nrovinces,  similar 
to  those  previously  required  from  shippers  to  the  Bahamas.  On  the  5th  instant 
a  fresh  regulation  was  adopted,  by  which,  in  future,  bonds  are  to  be  required 
fix>m  the  tnaster  or  oumer  of  the  vessel  in  which  the  shipment  is  made,  instead 
of  from  the  owners  or  shippers  of  the  goods,  as,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
the  interests  of  the  master  and  owner  of  the  vessel  rekte  only  to  the  ^igfat, 
and  have  no  concern  with  the  goods  themselves  laden  on  board  the  veMcI. 
This  regulation  will  operate,  practically,  as  an  embargo  on  not  a  few  vessels  now 
loading  or  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  cargoes  of  provisions  and 
breadstuSi  to  the  British  colonies. 


I  am  given  to  vndentend  that  tha  refralatkm  in  qmeation  has  been  made  nndar 
be  powers  granted  to  the  collector  bj  Ute  second  section  of  the  act  of  Oongreas, 
approved  20th  of  Maj,  1862,  chapter  81,  which  runs  as  follows  : 

**  And  be  itjkriher  eHocted^  That  whenever  a  permit  or  clearance  is  granted 
for  either  a  foreign  or  domestic  port,  it  shall  be  lawfol  for  the  collector  of  the 
costoms  granting  the  same,  if  he  shall  deem  it  necessary  nnderthe  circumstancea 
of  the  case,  to  require  a  bond  to  be  executed  by  the  master  or  the  owner  of 
the  vessel,  in  a  penalty  equal  to  the  value  of  the  cargo,  and  with  sureties  to  the 
satisfaction  of  such  collector,  that  the  said  cargo  shall  be  delivered  at  the  desti* 
nation  for  which  it  is  cleared  or  permitted,  and  that  no  part  thereof  shall  be 
used  in  affording  aid  or  comfort  to  anj  person  or  parties  against  the  authority 
of  the  United  Sutes.'' 

I  may  remark  that  to  require  a  shipper  of  goods,  much  more  the  mere  car- 
rier of  them,  to  become  responsible  for  the  acts  of  a  consignee  in  a  foreign  port, 
is  imposing  upon  them  an  impossible  obligation*  In  the  interests  of  trade,  and 
under  the  diversified  grounds  of  title  to  property  specified  in  a  bill  of  lading,  the 
tenn  *'  consignee"  comprehends  a  number  and  variety  of  persons  over  whom  the 
carrier  has  no  control,  and  upon  whom  he  cannot  eniforee  the  observance  of  the 
prescribed  regulation. 


ExlraetfiamMr,  Cammd  Archibald's  d4$pmi€k,  ^f  FAmar^  10,  1664. 

Beferring  to  my  despatch  of  yesterday's  date,  respecting  the  restrictions  ou 
the  shipment  of  merchandise  from  this  port  to  the  British  provinces  and  Baha- 
mas, I  nave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  enclosed,  for  your  information, 
a  copy  of  a  note  received  by  me  from  the  collector  of  customs,  in  reply  to  a  note 
addressed  by  me  to  him,  inquiring  whether  the  regulation  requiring  bonds  from 
the  masters  or  owners  of  vessels  was  to  be  enforced  in  respect  to  shipments  to 
all  of  the  British  North  American  provinces  and  West  India  islands,  or  to  some, 
and  which  of  them,  only. 

From  the  terms  of  the  colleotor's  note,  it  would  appear  that  the  enforcement 
of  the  restriction  is  discretionary  with  the  collector,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case ;  that  it  may  therefore  be  enforced  in  respect  of  clearances 
for  European  as  well  as  American  or  West  India  ports ;  but  that  bonds  in  ail 
cases  of  clearances  for  the  ports  indicated  by  me  are  not  absolutely  required  by 
any  general  regulation  or  order  to  that  effect. 

Judging,  however,  from  the  number  of  the  remonstrances  against  the  restric- 
tion, as  well  as  from  the  course  pursued  at  the  customs,  the  requirement  of  bonds 
appears  thus  far  to  have  been  enforced  in  respect  of  all  clearaaces  for  the  Baha- 
mas and  the  British  North  American  provinces,  excepting  Newfoundland. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  "Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  17,  1864. 
Ky  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  6th  ultimo,  respect- 
ing the  restrictions  upon  trade  between  New  York  and  Newfoimdland^  by  the 
exaction  of  bonds,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  it  appears  froni  the  report  of 
the  Treasury  Department  ujpon  the  subject,  that  having  reason  to  believe  that 
shipments  from  New  York  tor  Newfoundland  were  intended  for  the  Bermudas 
ana  Nassau,  as  their  ultimate  destination,  and  for  the  purpose  of  evading  th^ 
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reqtiircment  of  bonds  for  sUpments  to 'die  last-named  places,  bonds  vere,  b  one 
or  two  instances  only,  some  montbs  ago,  tea  aired  on  cargoes  for  NewfoundlancL 
That  requirement  has,  however,  now  been  aiscontfnued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  yonr  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Lard  Lfont. 


Dbfartmrnt  op  State, 

WatAingUm,  February  17, 186i 
My  Lord  t  With  reference  to  your  note  ti  the  20th  ttttmio,  in  which,  mkkr 
tke  instnictioBs  of  her  Majesty's  governnest,  you  ask  for  infomation  as  to  the 
grounds  of  the  seizure  at  New  York,  in  the  autumn  of  last  year,  of  the  sdioMflt 
Ktta,  and  as  to  the  steps  taken  by  this  government  to  establish  its  legalitj 
against  the  British  owners  who  claim  the  vessel,  I  have  the  honor  to  eneloM 
herewith  the  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  addressed  to  thii 
department  by  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedieit 
servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,  ^.,  4r. 


Mr.  Chtue  to  Mr.  Sewtrd, 

Treasury  Dkpartmbnt,  February  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  assist- 
ant collector  of  New  York,  received  in  response  to  your  letter  of  inquiry  of  tk 
30th  ultimo,  concerning  the  seizure  of  the  British  schooner  £tta»  alleged  to  hart 
been  made  at  New  York  in  the  autumn  of  last  year. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

8.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  th^  Traumy* 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qf  State,  8ft;.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


AssiMtatU  ColUetor  Clinch  to  Mr.  Ckmu. 

CusTOM-HousB,  New  York, 

Cdlectar's  Office,  February  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant, 
transmitting  copv  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  copy  of  s 
communication  from  Lord  Lyons  relative  to  the  alleged  seizure  of  the  pritiflb 
schooner  Etta  by  the  authorities  of  this  port  during  last  autumn,  and  requesttng 
a  report  of  the  facts  in  the  premises. 
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I  do  not  find  that  vessel  recorded  on  the  books  of  this  office  as  having  betm 
seized,  and  have  made  inquiry  of  the  United  States  marshal,  who  has  no  knowl* 
edge  of  sodi  seizure. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  CLINCH, 
Assistant  Collector, 
Hon.  8.  P.  Chase, 

/Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Smeard  to  Lord  Lyom. 

Department  of  State, 

WasJiingUm^  February  19,  1^64. 

Mv  Lord  :  Becnrring  to  your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  which  relates  to  th« 
capture  of  the  British  vessel  Saxon  by  die  United  States  ship  Vanderbite,  at 
Anm  Pequena,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  in  which  you  inform  me  thai  her 
Mafcotj'  's  government  hav«  comiaanded  you  to  request  the  government  •£  the 
United  StatesTRther  to  direct  the  immediate  release  of  the  Snxon,  with  prsper 
compensation  to  the  owners,  or  at  least  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which  ner 
seizure  and  detention  are  supposed  to  be  justified.  I  have  the  honor  to  eoeAoae, 
in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
from  which  it  appears  that  Commander  0.  H.  Baldwin,  commanding  th»  Yon- 
derbilt,  reports  that  he  seized  the  Saxon  for  having  on  board  a  portion  of  the 
cargo  of  the  American  bark  Conrad,  which  vessel  had  been  captured  by  the 

Siratical  steamer  Alabama,  and  that  the  Saxon  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
istrict  court  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York  for  adjudication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLDLM  H.  SBWABP. 
Sight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  WdUsto  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  February  15, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  Lord  Lyons  relative  to 
the  capture  by  the  United  States  steamer  Yanderbilt,  at  Angra  Pequena,  of  the 
British  bark  Saxon,  and  requesting  to  be  ftimished  with  any  information  pos- 
sessed by  this  department  as  to  the  facts  and  grounds  of  the  capture. 

From  a  report  of  Commander  C:  H.  Baldwin,  commanding  the  Yanderbilt,  it 
appears  that  he  seized  the  bark  Saxon  at  Angra  Pequena,  on  the  30th  of 
October,  1863,  for  having  on  board  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  bales  of  wool 
and  goat-skins,  which  were  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  American  bcu-k  Conrad, 
which  vessel  had  been  captured  by  the  piratical  steamer  Alabama  a  short  time 
previous,  and  had  landed  her  cargo  at  Angra  Pequena,  and  had  been  converted 
into  a  piratical  cruiser  (the  Tuscaloosa.) 

The  Saxon  was  sent  in  charee  of  a  prize  crew  to  New  York,  and  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  district  court  there. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  ifc,  8fc. 
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Lord  LyoHM  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WAsmnQTOS,  February  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  day 
before  yesterday,  in  which,  in  reply  to  a  note  which  I  addressed  to  yon  on  the 
6th  of  last  month,  yon  have  been  so  good  as  to  inform  me  that  it  had  indeed 
been  deemed  necessary  in  one  or  two  instances  to  reqoire  bonds  on  shipments 
from  New  York  to  Newfoundland,  bnt  that  this  requirem^t  had  b^n  discontin- 
ned.  The  information  which  you'have  thus  been  so  obliging  as  to  convey  to  me 
confirms  a  report  to  the  same  effect  which  I  received  some  time  ago  from  ber 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York.  You  will,  however,  have  learned  from  die  ex- 
tracts from  more  recent  despatches  from  the  same  consul  which  were  enclosed 
in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  15th  instant,  that 
restrictions  of  a  still  more  onerous  character  are  now  imposed  upon  shipments 
from  New  York  to  several  of  her  Majesty's  possessions.  The  copies  or  extracts 
enclosed  herewith  from  letters  from  merchants  at  New  York  will  give  you  more 
detailed  information  on  the  subject,  aad  will,  in  partieukr,  bring  to  your  notice 
the  very  great  hardships  which  are  produced  by  the  restrictions  on  shipments  te 
Nova  IScotia  and  New  Brunswick. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

HOIL  WlLUAM  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  ^.,  S. 


Muirs,  HtmUr  df  Co,  to  her  BritmuUc  Mmjestg^s  Connd,  Arekibali, 

New  York,  February  6,  1864. 

Sib  :  We  have  been  engaged  for  this  last  twenty-five  years  in  the  transacdon  of 
business  with  Hali&x,  N.  S.  and  other  ports  in  the  British  provinces. 

We  havo  been  in  the  habit  of  shipping  American  produce,  &c.,  mostly  required 
for  the  consumption  of  the  fisheries.  Since  the  Ist  January  last  the  custom, 
houso  authorities  required  bonds  of  the  shippers,  with  two  real  estate  owners  for 
double  the  amount,  to  produce  landing  certificates  of  cmjtain,  mate  and  con- 
signees, that  the  goods  were  intended  for  consumption.  Yesterday  a  new  order 
was  made  by  the  custom  authorities,  requiring  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  give 
a  bond  for  double  the  anK>unt  of  the  cargo,  with  two  real  estate  owners  in  the 
district. 

This  new  regulation  will,  in  our  opinion,  put  an  efficient  stoppage  to  the 
trade,  which  is  a  valuable  one  for  this  couutrv,  and  annually  increasing.  It 
will  drive  the  trade  from  this  port  to  Montreal,  Hamburg,  &c.  It  is  of  great 
interest  to  the  farmers,  millers,  and  receivers  of  produce.  The  two  laU^r  would 
willingly  unite  in  a  memorial  to  withdraw  the  restrictions  as  far  as  we  are  eon- 
cemed.  Wo  know  the  goods  go  into  most  respectable  hands,  and  are  in t^uied  ibr 
the  trade  of  the  provinces;  we  also  know  that  the  goods  shipped  to  Nova 
Scotia  are  generally  of  a  coarser  description  than  are  used  in  the  insurgent 
States. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  &c.,  &c.,  &C., 

JAMES  HUNTER  &  GO. 

£•  H.  Archibald,  Esq ,  Sfc.^  4^.,  ifc. 
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E;£trmet  from  m  UtUrfnm  A.  SmUlmt  k  Co.  to  Mr.  Comsul  Arekibald. 

68  Bbavbb  8tbhbt,  New  Tobk» 

February  5, 1864. 

We  beg  to  call  jont  attention  to  the  very  oppressivo  and,  as  it  appears  to  us* 
Boreasonable  reqairementa  at  the  castom-bouse  here,  in  regard  to  shipments  to 
the  British  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia! 

It  is  alleged  that  becaose  goods  can  be,  and  poitibly  have  been,  shipped  from 
said  provinces  to  the  West  Indies,  and  thence  to  States  in  rebellion,  it  is  neces- 
saiy  to  protect  the  United  States  against  such  business,  by  exacting  bonds  with 
every  shipment,  with  two  responsible  real  estate  bondsmen  to  double  the  amount 
of  the  shipment,  to  provide  against  such  contmgency. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  the  shipping  business  to  these  provinces  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  the  business  thereof  has  greatly  in- 
creased, of  which  fact  no  one  is  better  acquainted  than  yourself;  the  shipments  of 
one  firm  alone  last  year  amounted  to  upwards  of  $800,000  in  value,  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  none  of  these  goods  have  been  sold  for  the  purpose  of  being  trans- 
ported, either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  rebel  States ;  and  yet,  after  goods 
have  passed  through  two  or  three  hands,  and  probably  their  original  character 
changed,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  sav  what  \^  become  of  them ;  and  it  is  an 
unreasonable  thing  to  block  the  trade  of  a  place  with  which  we  are  at  peace 
merely  because  a  contingency  may  possibly  arise  against  which  we  claim  it  is 
not  our  business  to  protect  the  United  States  government. 

Our  business  at  the  custom-house  has  always  been  bona  fide  and  aboveboard, 
and  will  bear  the  closest  and  most  minute  inspection ;  and  since  these  bonds 
were  exacted  we  have  offered  to  furnish  to  any  officer  who  may  be  appointed 
for  such  purpose  the  name  of  every  vessel  by  which  we  are  about  to  ship ;  we 
have  further  offered  to  furnish  the  collector  with  a  list  of  all  our  consignees,  and 
have  invited  his  instructions  to  the  American  consuls  at  the  foreign  ports,  in 
order  that  they  may  watch  the  cargoes  on  their  arrival.  You  are  well  aware 
that  these  provinces  raise  no  breaidstuffs.  Before  the  operation  of  the  reci« 
procity  treaty  they  imported  entirely  Canada  flour,  large  quantities  of  which 
were  H>rwaraed  through  New  York,  in  bond.  Since  this  treaty  has  been  in  force 
we  ship,  exclusively,  American  flour.  The  operation  of  the  act  has  thus  been 
to  change  the  character  of  the  trade,  and  the  provinces  have  become  dependent 
npon  the  United  States  for  their  food,  and  their  supplies  cannot,  in  mid-winter, 
be  suddenly  cut  off  without  entailing  actual  distress  upon  the  community. 


Extraetffom  a  Utter  from  Me$$ri.  H,  J.  k  C.  A.  Dt  Wolf  to  Mr,  Vomeul  ArtkikoU. 

Nbw  Yobk,  February  8,  1864. 

We  beg,  through  yon,  to  call  the  attention  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  repre- 
BSBtative  at  Washington  to  the  recent  action  of  the  custom-house  authMrities  in 
reference  to  the  shipments  to  the  British  provinces  of  North  America. 

Since  January  1,  1864,  the  custom-house  authorities  have  not  permitted 
American  produce  and  other  lawful  merchandise  to  be  shipped  until  bonds  have 
been  given  by  the  shipper  that  they  are  intended  for  consumption  in  the  prov- 
inces, and  under  no  contmg^cy  to  be  reshipped  so  as  to  give  aid  to  the  in* 
surgents ;  but  when  landing  certificates  are  obtained,  we  find  difficulty  in  can- 
celling. It  is  impossible  for  us  to  trace  goods  after  they  have  passed  throus;fa 
severu  bands,  and  diould  they  run  the  blockade  the  shipper  is  respoiunbTe. 
This  action  of  the  customs  places  almost  a  total  prohibition  on  trade,  and  is  deemed 
a  violation  of  treaty  stipuktions.    On  the  5th  of  February  instant  the  customs 
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Lord  Lyotu  to  Mr.  Seteard. 


WAsmNOTON,  February  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  daj 
before  yesterday,  in  which,  in  reply  to  a  note  which  I  addreesed  to  yon  on  the 
6th  of  last  month,  yon  have  been  so  good  as  to  inform  me  that  it  had  indeed 
been  deemed  necessary  in  one  or  two  instances  to  require  bonds  on  shipments 
from  New  York  to  NewfonndUnd,  bnt  that  this  requirement  had  basn  discontin- 
ued. The  information  which  youiiave  thus  been  so  obliging  as  to  convey  to  me 
confirms  a  report  to  the  same  effect  which  I  received  some  time  ago  mm  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  Yoric.  You  will,  however,  have  learned  fn>m  the  ex- 
tracts nom  more  recent  despatches  from  the  same  consul  which  were  enclosed 
in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  tho  15th  instant,  that 
restrictions  of  a  still  more  onerous  character  are  now  imposed  upon  shipments 
from  New  York  to  several  of  her  Hi^esty's  possessions.  The  copies  or  extnets 
enclosed  herewith  from  letters  from  merchants  at  New  York  will  give  you  more 
detailed  information  on  the  subject,  and  will,  in  particular,  bring  to  your  notice 
the  very  great  hardships  which  are  produced  by  the  restrictions  on  shipmente  to 
Nova  iScotia  and  New  Brunswick. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  eonsiderationy  sir,  your  most  obedient 
liumble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd,  ^v.,  ^.,  S. 


JfMtn.  HmtUer  df  Co.  to  her  BriUumU  MMjutjfi  Consul,  ArdUbali, 

New  York,  February  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  We  have  been  engaged  for  this  last  twenty-five  years  in  the  transaction  of 
business  with  Halifiix,  N.  b.  and  other  ports  in  the  British  provinces. 

We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  shipping  American  produce,  &c.,  mostly  required 
for  the  consumption  of  the  fisheries.  Since  the  Ist  January  last  the  custom, 
houso  authorities  required  bonds  of  the  shippers,  with  two  real  estate  owners  ibr 
double  the  amount,  to  produce  landing  certificates  of  owtain,  mate  and  con- 
signees, that  the  goods  were  intended  for  consumption.  Yesterday  a  new  order 
was  made  by  the  custom  authorities,  requiring  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  give 
a  bond  for  double  the  amount  of  the  cargo,  with  two  real  estate  owners  in  the 
district. 

This  new  regulation  will,  in  our  opinion,  put  an  efficient  stoppage  to  the 
trade,  which  is  a  valuable  one  for  this  countrv,  and  annually  increasing.  It 
will  drive  the  trade  from  this  port  to  Montreal,  Hamburg,  &c.  It  is  of  great 
interest  to  tho  farmers,  millers,  and  receivers  of  produce.  The  two  latter  would 
willingly  unite  in  a  memorial  to  withdraw  the  restrictions  as  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned. Wo  know  the  goods  go  into  most  respectable  hands*  and  are  intended  ibr 
the  trade  of  the  provinces;  we  also  know  that  the  goods  shipped  to  Nova 
Scotia  are  generally  of  a  coarser  description  than  ore  used  in  the  insurgent 
States. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  &c.,  dec,  &c, 

JAMES  HUNTER  ic  CO. 

£.  3f .  AncinBALD,  Esq ,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc 
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Ei£trmet  from  «  UtUrffm  A.  SmWm'$  k  Co.  to  Mr.  Consul  Archibald. 


68  Bbavbb  8tbhbt,  Nbw  Tobk» 

February  5, 1864. 

We  beg  to  call  joar  attention  to  the  very  oppressivo  and,  as  it  appears  to  us, 
mnieasonable  reqairementa  at  the  custom-hoase  here,  in  regard  to  shipments  to 
the  British  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia! 

It  is  alleged  that  because  goods  can  be,  and  poifibly  have  been,  shipped  from 
said  provinces  to  the  West  Indies,  and  thence  to  States  in  rebellion,  it  is  neces> 
saiy  to  protect  the  United  States  against  such  business,  by  exacting  bonds  with 
every  shipment,  with  two  responsible  real  estate  bondsmen  to  double  the  amount 
of  the  shipment,  to  provide  against  such  contingency. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  the  shipping  business  to  these  provinces  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  the  business  thereof  has  greatly  in- 
creased, of  which  fact  no  one  is  better  acquainted  than  yourself;  the  shipments  of 
one  firm  alone  last  year  amounted  to  upwards  of  $800,000  in  value,  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  none  of  these  goods  have  been  sold  for  the  purpose  of  being  trans- 
ported, either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  rebel  States ;  and  yet,  after  goods 
have  passed  through  two  or  three  hands,  and  probably  their  original  character 
changed,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  sav  what  has  become  of  them ;  and  it  is  an 
unreasonable  thing  to  block  the  trade  of  a  place  with  which  we  are  at  peace 
merely  because  a  contingency  may  possibly  arise  against  which  we  claim  it  is 
not  our  business  to  protect  the  United  States  government. 

Our  business  at  the  custom-house  has  always  been  banajide  and  aboveboard, 
and  will  bear  the  closest  and  most  minute  inspection ;  and  since  these  bonds 
were  exacted  we  have  offered  to  furnish  to  any  officer  who  may  be  appointed 
for  such  purpose  the  name  of  every  vessel  by  which  we  are  about  to  ship ;  we 
have  further  offered  to  furnish  the  collector  with  a  list  of  all  our  consignees,  and 
have  invited  his  instructions  to  the  American  consuls  at  the  foreign  ports,  in 
order  that  they  may  watch  the  careoes  on  their  arrival.  You  are  well  aware 
that  these  provinces  raise  no  brcadstufb.  Before  the  operation  of  the  reci- 
procity treatv  they  imported  entirely  Canada  flour,  large  quantities  of  which 
were  forwarded  througn  New  York,  in  bond.  Since  this  treaty  has  been  in  force 
we  ship,  exclusively,  American  flour.  The  operation  of  the  act  has  thus  been 
to  change  the  character  of  the  trade,  and  the  provinces  have  become  dependent 
upon  the  United  States  for  their  food,  and  their  supplies  cannot,  in  mid-winter, 
be  suddenly  cut  off  without  entailing  actual  distress  upon  the  community. 


ExtraUffom  a  Idtor  from  Me$$n.  ff.  J.  8f  C.  A.  De  Wo^fio  Mr.  Comtul  Artkikoii. 

Nbw  Yobk,  February  8,  1864. 

We  beg,  through  yon,  to  call  the  attention  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  repre- 
BBDtative  at  Washington  to  the  recent  action  of  the  custom-bouse  authorities  in 
reference  to  the  shipments  to  the  British  provinces  of  North  America. 

Since  January  1,  1864,  the  custom-house  authorities  have  not  permitted 
American  produce  uid  other  lawful  merchandise  to  be  shipped  until  bonds  have 
been  given  by  the  shipper  that  they  are  intended  for  consumption  in  the  prov- 
inces, and  under  no  contingracy  to  be  reshipped  so  as  to  give  aid  to  the  in* 
surgents;  but  when  landing  certificates  are  obtained,  we  find  difficulty  in  can- 
celling. It  is  impossible  for  us  to  trace  goods  after  they  have  passed  throus;fa 
severu  bands,  and  diould  they  run  the  blockade  the  shipper  is  responsibTe. 
This  action  of  the  customs  places  almost  a  total  prohibition  on  trade,  and  is  deemed 
a  violation  of  treaty  stipuLstions.    On  the  5th  of  February  instant  the  customs 
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Lord  Lymi  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

WAsmNOTON,  February  19, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  the  dij 
before  yesterday,  in  which,  in  reply  to  a  note  which  I  addreesed  to  yon  on  Uie 
6th  of  last  month,  yon  have  been  so  good  as  to  inform  me  that  it  had  indeed 
been  deemed  necessary  in  one  or  two  instances  to  require  bonds  on  shipments 
from  New  York  to  NewfonndUnd,  but  that  this  requirement  had  been  discentin- 
ned.  The  information  which  yon'have  thus  been  so  obliging  as  to  convey  to  me 
confirms  a  report  to  the  same  effect  which  I  received  some  time  ago  from  her 
Miyesty's  consnl  at  New  YoriL.  Yon  will,  howevor,  have  learned  from  the  ex- 
tracts nom  more  recent  despatches  from  the  same  consnl  which  were  enclosed 
in  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  yon  on  tho  15th  instant,  diat 
restrictions  of  a  still  more  onerons  character  are  now  imposed  npon  shipmcnti 
from  New  York  to  several  of  her  limesty's  possessions.  The  copies  or  extracts 
endosed  herewith  from  letters  from  merchants  at  New  York  will  give  yon  more 
detailed  information  on  the  snbfeet,  and  will,  in  particular,  bring  to  your  notice 
the  very  great  hardships  which  are  produced  by  the  restrictions  on  shipments  to 
Nova  bcotia  and  New  Brunswick. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedieat 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd,  ^v.,  ^.,  S. 


M^ari,  HmUer  if  Co.  to  her  BriUumU  Mt^e$i$*i  ConsiU,  ArduhaU, 

New  York,  February  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  We  have  been  engaged  for  this  last  twenty-five  ^ears  in  the  transaction  of 
business  with  HalifiEix,  N.  8.  and  other  ports  in  the  British  provinces. 

We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  shipping  American  produce,  &c.,  mostly  required 
for  the  consumption  of  the  fisheries.  Since  the  Ist  January  last  the  custom, 
houso  authorities  required  bonds  of  the  shippers,  with  two  real  estate  owners  for 
double  the  amount,  to  produce  landing  certificates  of  outain,  mate  and  con- 
signees, that  the  goods  were  intended  for  consumption.  Yesterday  a  new  order 
was  made  by  the  custom  authorities,  requiring  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  give 
a  bond  for  double  the  amount  of  the  cargo,  with  two  real  estate  owners  in  tbe 
district. 

This  new  regulation  will,  in  our  opinion,  put  an  efficient  stoppage  to  tbe 
trade,  which  is  a  valuable  one  for  this  countrv,  and  annually  increasing.  It 
will  drive  the  trade  from  this  port  to  Montreal,  Hamburg,  &c.  It  is  of  great 
interest  to  tho  fEurmers,  millers,  and  receivers  of  produce.  The  two  latter  would 
willingly  unite  in  a  memorial  to  withdraw  the  restrictions  as  far  as  we  ore  eon- 
oemed.  We  know  the  goods  go  into  most  respectable  hands,  and  are  intendedibr 
the  trade  of  the  provinces;  we  also  know  that  the  goods  shipped  to  Nova 
Scotia  are  generally  of  a  coarser  description  than  are  used  in  the  msorgent 
States. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  &c.,  dec,  &c., 

JAMES  HUNTEE  k  CO. 

£.  3f .  AncinBALD,  Esq ,  4^.,  4^.*  Ifc 
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Ejstrmel  from  «  UiUr/rom  A.  SmWt$r$  k  Co.  to  Mr,  Consul  Arekibald, 


68  Bbavbb  8tbhbt,  Nbw  Yobk, 

February  5, 1864. 

We  beg  to  call  jowt  atteation  to  the  very  oppressivo  aDd,  as  it  appears  to  us, 
Bnreasonable  requirements  at  the  custom-house  here,  in  regard  to  shipments  to 
the  British  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia: 

It  is  alleged  that  because  goods  can  be,  and  poitibly  have  been,  shipped  from 
said  provinces  to  the  West  Indies,  and  thence  to  States  in  rebellion,  it  is  neces- 
saiy  to  protect  the  United  States  against  such  business,  by  exacting  bonds  with 
every  shipment,  with  two  responsible  real  estate  bondsmen  to  double  the  amount 
of  the  shipment,  to  provide  against  such  contingency. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  the  shipping  business  to  these  provinces  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  the  business  thereof  has  greatly  in- 
creased, of  which  fact  no  one  is  better  acquainted  than  yourself;  the  shipments  of 
one  firm  alone  last  year  amounted  to  upwards  of  $800,000  in  value,  and  we  are 
satisfied  that  none  of  these  goods  have  been  sold  for  the  purpose  of  being  trans- 
ported, either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  rebel  States ;  and  yet,  after  goods 
nave  passed  through  two  or  three  hands,  and  probably  their  original  character 
changed,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  sav  what  has  become  of  them ;  and  it  is  an 
unreasonable  thing  to  block  the  trade  of  a  place  with  which  we  are  at  peace 
merely  because  a  contingency  may  possibly  arise  against  which  we  claim  it  is 
not  our  business  to  protect  the  United  States  government. 

Our  business  at  the  custom-house  has  always  been  bona  fide  and  aboveboard, 
and  will  bear  the  closest  and  most  minute  inspection ;  and  since  these  bonds 
were  exacted  we  have  offered  to  furnish  to  any  officer  who  may  be  appointed 
for  such  purpose  the  name  of  every  vessel  by  which  we  are  about  to  snip ;  we 
have  further  offered  to  furnish  the  collector  with  a  list  of  all  our  consignees,  and 
have  invited  his  instructions  to  the  American  consuls  at  the  foreign  ports,  in 
order  that  they  may  watch  the  cargoes  on  their  arrival.  You  are  well  aware 
that  these  provinces  raise  no  brcadstuffs.  Before  the  operation  of  the  reci« 
procity  treaty  they  imported  entirely  Canada  flour,  large  quantities  of  which 
were  forwarded  through  New  York,  in  bond.  Since  this  treaty  has  been  in  force 
we  ship,  exclusively,  American  flour.  The  operation  of  the  act  has  thus  been 
to  change  the  character  of  the  trade,  and  the  provinces  have  become  dependent 
upon  the  United  States  for  their  food,  and  their  supplies  cannot,  in  mid-winter, 
be  suddenly  cut  off  without  entailing  actual  distress  upon  the  community. 


Extraetffom  a  UUer  from  Me$$ri.  H.  J.  if  C.  A,  Dt  Wolf  to  Mr,  Comtul  ArthnkoU. 

Nbw  Yobk,  February  8,  1864. 

We  beg,  through  you,  to  call  the  attention  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  repre- 
BSBtative  at  Washington  to  the  recent  action  of  the  custom-house  authorities  in 
refisrence  to  the  shipments  to  the  British  provinces  of  North  America. 

Since  January  1,  1864,  the  custom-house  authorities  have  not  permitted 
American  produce  and  other  lawful  merchandise  to  be  shipped  until  bonds  have 
been  given  by  the  shipper  that  they  are  intended  for  consumption  in  the  prov- 
inces, and  under  no  conting^icy  to  be  reshipped  so  as  to  give  aid  to  the  in* 
surgents;  but  when  landing  certificates  are  obtained,  we  find  difficulty  in  can- 
celung.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  trace  goods  after  they  have  passed  through 
severu  hands,  and  should  they  run  the  blockade  the  shipper  is  responsible. 
This  action  of  the  customs  places  almost  a  total  prohibition  on  trade,  and  is  deemed 
a  violation  of  treaty  stipulations.    On  the  5th  of  February  instant  the  customs 


bis  japiAMATw  oOTKEayojwtmog; 

aathorities  declined  to  receive  bonds  from  the  Bhipper,  demanding  tliat  the  cap- 
tain of  the  vessel  should  give  bonds,  and  refusing  a  clearance  until  this  was  done. 

The  British  brig  Stranger,  Captain  Campbell,  was  loaded  for  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  an>i  ready  to  clear.  After  three  days'  delay  at  the  custom-house,  the 
master  was  compelled  to  sign  a  bond  (of  which  the  following  is  a  copy)  in  the 
amount  of  $20,000,  the  shippers  becoming  sureties  in  $115,000. 

"  Whereas  the  said  .George  Campbell  is  the  master  of  the  vessel  called  the 
brig  Stranger,  now  lying  in  the  port  of  New  York,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  certain 
goods  valued  at  $20,111  76,  which  goods  are  particularly  enumerated  in  the 
manifest  of  said  brig,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  the  said  master 
has  applied  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  for  a  clearance  of  said  ves- 
sel from  the  port  of  New  York  to  the  port  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the 
said  collector,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  has  deemed  it  necessary  to 
require  a  bond  in  pursuance  of  the  requirement  of  the  statute  in  such  cases  inade 
and  provided  :  Now  if  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  shall  be  delivered  at 
Hali^x,  aforesaid,  and  shall  not  be  transported  to  any  place  under  insurrection- 
ary control,  and  shall  not,  in  any  way,  be  used  to  give  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
insurgents,  with  or  by  the  consent,  permission,  or  connivance  of  the  owners, 
carriers,  or  consignees  thereof,  then  tnis  bond,  &;c.,  &c." 

The  British  brig  T.  Congdon  was  also  refused  a  clearance  until  the  master  had 
signed  a  similar  bond  in  over  $9,000,  with  two  real  estate  sureties  in  $40,000. 
Before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  provinces  obtained  a  large  quantity  of 
breads tu£fs  from  Richmond,  Georgetown,  and  other  southern  ports,  and  now  are 
oompelled  to  obtain  their  supplies  almost  exclusively  from  New  York,  and  the 
exports  have  consequently  increased  about  50  per  cent.  This  can  bo  accounted 
for  in  the  increase  of  population  in  Nova  Scotia,  together  with  the  supplies 
needed  in  the  gold  mines  and  fisheries. 


Mr.  Cumtra  to  Mr*  ArMMd. 

New  York,  February  8,  1864. 

Sis  :  I  have  just  been  informed  at  the  custom-house  that,  in  future,  bonds 
will  be  requTed  from  the  master  or  owner  of  the  vessel  in  which  shipments  may 
be  made  to  Nassau,  instead  of  from  the  owners  or  shippers  of  the  goods,  as  here- 
tofore ;  that  a  bond  will  have  to  be  given  by  the  master  for  the  whole  valae  of 
the  cargo,  with  two  responsible  sureties,  who  must  justify  for  double  the  amount 
of  the  bond. 

Power,  it  is  said,  is  given  to  the  collector  of  customs  to  demand  this  by  stat- 
ute passed  May  20,  1862,  chapter  81.  The  bond  which  will  be  requir^  con- 
tains this  clause:  *'Now,  if  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  shall  not  he 
deliviered  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  not  be  transported  to  any  place  under  insorree- 
tionary  control,  and  shall  not,  in  any  way,  be  used  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  insurgents,  with  or  by  the  consent,  permission,  or  connivance  of  the  owners, 
shippers,  or  consignees  Uiereof,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ;  otherwise  to 
remain  in  full  force  and  virtue." 

You  will  at  once  see  that  this  is  tantamount  to  enacting  that  no  shipments 
shall  be  made,  for  the  future,  from  ports  of  the  United  States  to  Nassau,  be- 
cause no  master  or  owner  could  enter  into  such  an  impossible  stipulation. 

I  beg  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  bring  thb  subject  under  the 
notice  of  Lord  Lyons,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  the  United  States  government 
can,  vnder  the  treaties  of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
prohibit  all  trade  between  certain  British  ports,  or  demand  from  tho  masters  of 
British  ships  bonds  the  stipulations  of  which  is  beyond  their  power  to  comply  with. 
I  have,  &;c.9 

E.  CUNABD. 

£.  M.  Archibald,  Esq. 


Bxtraet  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ih  Wo^  to  Consnl  ArM>M,  datod  New   York,  !¥•• 

ra«ry  8, 1^84. 

l*ierm!t  me  to  address  you  upon  n  subject  wWch  is  not  only  of  inipoFtatiee  t<> 
myself  personally,  but  to  all  of  her  Majesty  Is  subjects  who  are  doing  business  In 
this  city  with  the  British  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia ;  alee 
one  which  affects  seriously  the  inhabitants  of  these  provinces,  and  the  interest 
of  ships  trading  between  this  and  those  ports,  amounting,  in  fact,  to  a  prohibition 
of  trade  and  commerce. 

You  may  not  be  aware  that,  for  some  time  past,  the  government  of  the  federal 
States  has  been  enforcing  from  shippers  bonds  for  all  goods  shipped  to  the  abov^ 
named  British  provinces  to  twice  the  amount  of  shipments,  reouiring  two  sure- 
ties owning  real  estate  within  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  each  of  whom 
is  required  to  swear  that  such  real  estate  is  worth  the  amount  of  bonds  free 
from  all  encumbrances.  The  bond  is  this,  viz.:  "That  the  goods  named  shall 
be  delivered  at  the  port  named,  and  shall  not  be  transported  to  any  place  under 
insurrectionary  control,  and  shall  not  in  any  way  be  used  to  give  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  insurgents,  with  or  by  the  consent,  permission,  or  connivance  of  this 
owners,  shippers,  carriers,  or  consignees  thereof. 

You  can  scarcely  imagine  the  great  difficulty  there  is  in  procuring  such  sure- 
ties ;  in  the  first  place,  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  ask  a  retired  merchant  or 
man  out  of  business ;  in  the  second  place,  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  merchants 
away  from  their  business  daring  business  hours,  which  is  the  only  time  those 
bonus  can  be  signed;  in  the  third  place,  to  procure  men  who  will  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  government;  and  in  the  fourth  place,  to  obtain  men.  who 
are  willing  to  sign  such  bonds  for  you,  to  any  extent,  however  well  disposed 
they  may  be  to  you.  One  may  ask  the  favor  of  another  twice  or  thrice,  but 
when  it  is  continued  to  the  amount  of  $200  to  $400,000,  no  man  will  do  it. 
In  fact,  shippers  cannot  reasonably  expect  it  to  be  done,  and  any  right-thinking 
man  cannot  ask  it ;  so  it  amounts  to  this,  the  shipment  cannot  be  made.  I  have 
already  known  two  merchants,  who  have  been  shippers  to  St.  John's,  New 
Brunswick,  who  received  orders  for  one  thousand  barrels  each  of  flour,  who  would 
not  ship  it,  to  give  the  bonds  required.  One  shipper,  who  shipped  goods  to  the 
amount  of  f/)0,  was  two  days  in  procuring  sureties  to  satisfy  the  custom-hoose 
aothorities. 

Another  instance,  a  vessel  was  detained  two  days  before  the  shipper  oould 
procure  his  sureties  for  fifty  barrels  of  flour,  the  amount  being  about  $350.  The 
freight  on  which  the  vessel  would  receive,  when  delivered,  was  $15;  her  tune 
each  day  was  worth  $25.  Several  merchants  have  been  for  some  time  trying 
to  get  the  collector  of  this  port  to  remove  this  restriction,  which,  after  much  de- 
liberation with  other  officials,  enforcing  the  master  or  owner  of  the  vessel  bound 
to  these  provinces  to  give  bonds  of  the  same  nature,  the  same  amount,  and  the 
same  sureties  as  have  heretofore  been  required  of  the  shippers.  This  change 
his  made  the  thing  worse,  and  the  burden  more  than  before,  for  this  reason : 
The  master  and  owners  of  the  vessels  usually  plying  between  this  and  those 
ports  are  comparatively  strangersy  which  will  make  it  difficult  to  procure  suretici^. 
m  fact,  in  most  instances,  impossible,  unless  the  consignees  residing  here  procuro 
them. 

Then,  again,  it  increases  the  amount  of  the  bond,  as  it  covers  the  whole  cargo ; 
Ae  larger  the  amount,  the  more  difficult  to  find  men  with  sufficient  real  estate  to 
answer  the  requirements  of  the  government.  Another  difficulty,  the  bonds  of  the 
captain  cover  the  goods  both  of  the  regular  honest  shipper  and  the  dishonest 
one  who  may  be  shipping  for  the  express  purpose  of  reshipping  to  a  port  in 
rebellion,  or  ne  may  ship  goods  which  are  contraband,  of  which  the  master  of 
the  vessel  can  have  no  luiowledge.    You  can  at  once  see  the  impropriety  and 
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iiyvfltice  of  [dacio^  suck  bttrdeiie  on  mtatan  and  owners  of  veMela.  If  anj  om 
kiM  any  right  to  give  any  such  bond,  tnreiy  it  is  the  shipper*  and  not  the  ship. 
I  have  a  yessef  now  in  port  for  which  I  had  engaged  frdght  to  be  taken  to 
HalifaT,  Noywl  Scotia»  but  as  these  bonds  are  now  required  firom  the  vessel,  the 
master  of  which  will  not  take  the  cargo  to  give  bonds,  preferring  to  go  in  baUsst 
I  mention  this  to  show  the  practical  working  of  the  thing.  The  government,  on 
account  of  the  increase  of  shipments  to  the  British  North  American  provinces,  has 
become  suspicious  that  the  increased  demand  for  goods  has  been  caused  by  reship- 
ment  to  the  States  in  rebellion,  which  suspicion  is  not  well  founded.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  previous  to  the  enactment  of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  or  rather  the 
taking  effect  of  that  treaty,  all  the  flour  shipped  was  tne  produce  of  the  provinces 
of  Canada,  received  here  in  bond,  and  exported  hence  in  bond.  I  think  I  may 
say  there  was  not  any  American  flour  skipped,  for  the  reason  there  was  a  doty 
on  all  American  flour  shipped  to  the  provinces.  Since  that  treaty  took  effect, 
almost  all,  if  not  entirely  all,  the  flour  which  has  been  shipped  is  of  American 
growth  and  manufacture.  Then,  again,  the  population  of  tnese  provinces  have 
materially  increased.  Further,  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebelUoa 
large  quantities  of  a  low  grade  of  breadstuffs  were  shipped  from  the  southern 
States,  which,  of  course,  luis  been  cut  off,  and  the  demand  for  the  same  now 
centres  here.  I  have  been  engaged  in  business  in  this  city  for  the  last  thirteea 
years  with  those  provinces,  and  know  what  I  have  stated  to  be  tme 


Extr€ta  from  a  Utter  from  Mtnn.  Tgnet  8f  Smth  to  Mr.  Conoul  Archibmld. 

New  York,  February  9,  1864. 

The  schooner  Nassau,  a  small  vessel  of  about  eighty-six  tons  burden,  was  char- 
tered by  our  house  to  take  a  cargo  of  flour  to  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  at 
twaity-five  cents  per  barrel,  the  vessel  carrying  eight  hundred  barrels. 

The  authorities  demand  two  sureties  of  $5,000  each  for  the  due  performance 
of  voyage,  to  obtain  said  securities  it  cost  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  which  takes 
entirely  di  the  freightand  fifty  dollars  in  addition.  The  freight  was  engaged,  and 
the  vessel  laden  before  the  regulation  was  made.  The  master  is  now  oblig^  to  pay 
fiftv  dollars  over  and  above  his  ireight  to  enable  him  to  carry  his  cai|^  to  St 
Jdbn's,  New  Brunswick^  for  nothing. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  February  19,  1864. 

SiS:  In  a  note  dated  the  29th  of  last  month  you  were  so  good  as  to  inform 
me  that  all  the  persons  belonging  to  the  Banshee,  whose  UAmes  were  men- 
tioned in  a  list,  at  the  head  of  which  stood  that  of  BIr.  Jonathan  Steele,  the 
captain,  would  be  released,  except  F.  Foley,  who  was  stated  to  be  an  insurgent. 

in  a  subsequent  note,  however,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me 
on  the  13th  instant,  you  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Department, 
stating  that  the  order  for  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Steele  had  been  withheld  be- 
cause, although  claiming  to  be  a  British  subject,  he  did  not  make  oath  to  that 
effect,  and  adding  that  it  had  been  reported  to  the  department  that  he  was  an 
American  citizen.  There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  on  this  point,  for 
I  am  positively  assured  that  on  his  eaamination  before  the  prize  commissioners 
Mr.  Steele  made  oath  that  he  was  a  British  subject ;  ana  it  appears  from  an 
affidavit  of  Mr.  Edwin  Gkrard,  which  was  made  so  long  ago  as  the  2dth  of  No- 
vember last,  and  which  I  enclose  in  original,  that  Mr.  Steele  is  a  BritiBh  subject. 
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dooueiM  at  LiTeipooI,  in  England.    Such  being  the  case,  I  trust  that  the  re- 
lease of  Mr.  Steele  will  no  longer  be  delayed. 

I  bc^  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  affidavit  back  to  xne. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


JffidaoU. 

I,  Edwin  Gerard,  a  British  subject,  at  present  residing  in  this  city,  hereby 
make  oath,  and  solemnly  affirm,  that  J.  W.  Steele,  (late  master  of  the  British 
steamship  Banshee,  recently  brought  into  this  port  as  a  prize  of  war,)  is  a  Brit- 
ish subject,  well  known  to  this  deponent  as  residing  with  his  wife  and  family 
at  No.  17  Landstone  road,  Old  Swan,  Liverpool,  England.  This  deponent 
further  affirms  that  the  said  J.  W.  Steele  has  been  examined  by  the  prize 
commissioner,  (Mr.  Elliott,)  and  is  now  detained  in  the  county  jail  in  Ludlow 
street  against  his  will. 

EDWIN  GEEARD. 

Sworn  before  me  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1863. 
r.„^,  1  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD, 

l®"*' J  Her  Britannic  Majesty**  Consul. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  day 
before  yesterday's  date,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  assistant  collector 
at  New  York  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
schooner  Etta  is  not  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  custom-house  at  that  city 
as  having  been  seized,  and  that  the  United  States  marshal  has  no  knowledge 
cf  any  such  seizure. 

It  is  stated  by  the  owners  that  this  vessel  had  sailed  under  the  so-caUed 
confederate  flag,  and  then  bore  the  name  of  Retribution;  that  she  was  sold  at 
Nassau,  in  the  Bahamas,  and  purchased  first  by  other  parties,  and  then  by  them- 
selves ;  that  she  arrived  at  New  York  on  or  about  the  20th  of  August  lost,  and 
while  preparing  for  sea,  in  order  to  return  to  Nassau,  was  seized  and  detained 
by  the  United  States  authorities. 

These  particulars  will  probably  suffice  to  enable  the  proper  authorities  to  find 
some  record  of  the  transaction,  and  to  supply  the  information  asked  for  by  her 
Majesty's  government  as  to  the  grounds  of  tne  seizure,  and  the  steps  taken  to 
establish  its  legality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4ir.,  4ir.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  20,  1864. 

SiB:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  yesterday  I  hasten  to  send  to- you  a  copy 
at  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty^s  consul  at  New  York»  which  puts  it  beyond  all 
34  c  • 
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doubt  that  the  statement  made  to  the  Navy  Department  that  Captain  Steele,  of 
the  Banshee,  does  not  make  oath  that  he  is  a  British  subject,  is  incorrect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Mr.  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons, 

British  Consultatb,  New  York,  February  18, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  my  despatch  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  to  your  lordship  that  I  have  examined  at  the  district  clerk's  office 
the  testimony  "  in  preparation "  in  the  case  of  the  Banshee,  which  has  been 
returned  from  Washington,  and  I  find  that  the  answer  to  the  first  interrogatoiy 
is  as  follows : 

"  To  the  first  interrogatory  he  says :  I  was  bom  in  Yorkshire,  England ;  I 
live  at  Liverpool  when  I  am  at  home,  and  that  has  been  my  residence  for  about 
eleven  years.  I  am  married,  and  my  wife  and  family  live  there.  I  am  a  Brit- 
ish subject,  and  owe  allegiance  to  the  British  government." 

The  whole  of  the  answers  are  subscribed  by  Captain  Steele  thus :  "  JonathoA 
W,  Stcclcy  master,*'  and  were  sworn  to  by* him,  before  Mr.  Henry  H.  Elliott, 
prize  commissioner,  on  the  27th  of  November  last. 

I  called  on  Mr.  Elliott,  and  asked  him  if  Captain  Steele,  on  any  occasion,  bad 
declined  to  swear  that  he  was  a  British  subject.  He  replied,  "No;"  "  that  so 
far  as  he  recollected  he  answered  the  interrogatory  on  that  subject  readily." 

I  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  for  your  lordship's  use,  a  copy  of  the  stated 
rules  and  standing  interrogatories  in  prize  courts. 
I  have,  6cc», 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dkpartment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  20,  1865. 
M  V  Lor  D :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  communica- 
tions under  the  respective  dates  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  relative  to  Mr.  Jonathan 
Steele,  the  captain  of  the  captured  British  steamer  Banshee,  and  to  inform  you 
that  a  cnpy  of  them  has  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

The  affidavit  which  accompanied  the  first  of  these  communications  is  herewitb 
returned, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high    consideration,  your  lordships  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  d^c.,  Sfc„  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  20,  1864. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  15th  instant,  relative  to  the  restriction  placed  upon  the  trade  between 
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New  York  and  places  within  the  Queen's  dominions  ,  and  to  inform  you  that 
the  subject  will  receive  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  jour  lotdship*s  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Honorable  Lord  Lyons,  4n^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seioard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  22,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  shipments  from 
New  York  to  several  of  her  Majesty's  possessions,  and  to  inform  you  that  it 
will  receive  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 


servant. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  February  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  19th  instant,  respecting  the  restrictions 
imposed  upon  trade  between  New  York  and  her  Majesty's  possessions,  I  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter,  addressed  to  her  Majesty's 
consul  at  New  York  by  Mr.  Edward  Cunard,  who  represents  that  the  enforce- 
ment of  these  restrictions  in  the  case  of  the  royal  mau  steamer  Corsica  would 
render  it  necessary  to  send  that  vessel  to  Nassau  without  freight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Spc. 


Mr,  Cunard  to  Mr,  Archibald. 

New  York,  February  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  8th  instant  respecting  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  collector  of  customs  on  shipments  to  Nassau.  The  royal  mail  steamship 
Corsica  is  advertised  to  sail  on  the  29th  instant,  and  I  have  applications  from 
merchants  to  send  freight  by  her,  but  on  application  at  the  custom-house  I  am 
informed  that,  before  the  ship  clears,  I  shall  have  to  give  the  bond  and  securities, 
as  stated  to  you  in  my  letter.  As  I  cannot  give  these,  the  steamer  must  proceed 
to  Nassau  without  freight ;  and  should  it  prove  that  this  restriction  is  not  consist- 
ent with  the  treaty  stipulations  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain^ 
I  have  to  request  that  you  will  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  Lord  Lyons,  that 
I  have  a  claim  for  the  loss  sustained  thereby. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c, 

E.  OUNAED. 
£.  M.  Archibald,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 
Washington,  February,  23,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  lordship's 
note  of  the  22d  mstant,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  has 
been  addressed  by  Mr.  Edward  Cunara  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at 
New  York. 

In  that  letter  Mr.  Gutuird,  by  way  of  complaint  aeainst  the  requirement  of 
bonds  at  the  custom-house  in  New  York  for  goods  uiipped  to  her  Majesty's 
colonial  ports  in  the  Bahamas,  remarks,  that  **  the  royal  mail  steamship  Cor- 
sica is  advertised  to  sail  on  the  29th  instant,  and  I  have  applications  from 
merdiants  to  send  freight  by  her,  but  on  application  at  Uie  custom-house  I  am 
'  informed  that  before  the  ship  clears,  I  shall  have  to  give  the  bond  «nd  sureties 
as  stated  to  you  tn  my  letter ;  and  as  I  cannot  give  these,  the  steamer  must 
proceed  to  Nassau  without  freight." 

Simultaneously  with  this  communication  of  Mr.  Cunard,  I  have  a  despatdi 
from  Major  General  Banks,  to  the  following  effect : 

'<  Since  assuming  command  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  Major  Oeneral  Heron's 
attention  has  been  attracted  to  the  large  stock  of  goods  in  Matamoras,  and  daily 
arriving  there,  intended  for  use  in  the  rebel  States,  and  he  has  been  to  some 
trouble  in  investigatins^  the  matter,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  himself  from 
what  ports  these  goods  were  shipped.  He  says  that  many  of  them  came  from 
New  York  and  Boston  direct,  and  that  the  goods  are  of  such  a  character 
that  it  cannot  but  be  known  to  the  custom-house  officers  at  these  places  that 
t^ey  were  intended  for  rebel  use.  He  also  adds  that  large  quantities  of  ^y 
doth  for  uniforms,  cotton  goods,  bagging,  rope,  and  other  articles  of  that  kindt 
have  passed  through  the  custom-house  at  New  York,  for  Matamoras;  that  the 
goods  are  bought  for  Texas;  that  it  is  well  known  by  eveiy  one  that  such 

foods  are  never  used  in  Mexico*  yet  they  are  cleared  without  trouble  at  New 
'ork,  and  go  into  Texas  as  straight  as  if  they  were  landed  at  Galveston. 
Plenty  of  evidence,  he  continues,  can  be  had  at  Brownsville  to  substantiate 
these  statements,  and  he  submits  the  matter  for  the  action  of  the  major  geneial 
commanding." 

Having  token  the  President's  directions,  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  restrictions  of  which  Mr.  Cunard  complains  cannot  be  relaxed  at 
present,  with  safety  to  the  United  States.  The  right  to  suppress  contraband  trade 
in  our  own  ports,  with  our  own  insurgent  citizens,  is  deemed  absolute.  It  seems  to 
this  government  that  the  measures  adopted  to  that  end  are  the  only  ones  which, 
while  they  have  any  efficiency,  will  in  the  least  d^ree  embarrass  or  obstruct 
legitimate  commerce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4t:.,  ^ir.,  i^c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  25,  1864. 
Hy  Lord:  In  reply  to  the  letter  of  this  department,  which  was  accompanied 
by  a  copy  of  your  two  notes  under  the  respective  dates  of  the  19th  ana  20th 
instant,  relative  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Steele,  the  captain  of  tibe  JBiitiBh  steamer 
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Bmslider  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj  represents  that  the  Navy  Department  has 
given  instmetiona  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Steele. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  conuderation,  your  lordship's  obedient 
serranW 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

•      Washington,  February  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  notes,  dated  the  18th  and  26th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr. 
James  MacHugh,  and  to  fay  before  you  an  original  affidavit  showing  him  to 
be  a  native-bom  British  subject. 

You  will  perceive  that  Mr.  MacHugh  denies  that  "  he  was  domiciled,  re- 
siding, and  pursuing  mercantile  business  in  Savannah  when  the  insurrection 
broke  out;"  and  you  will  observe  that  he  states  that  he  was  arrested  on  landing 
firom,  not  in  the  act  of  sailing  by,  the  steamer  "  City  of  Washington,"  and 
affirms  that  no  newspapers  or  letters  or  contraband  articles  were  found  upon 
him,  and  that  it  appeared,  on  investigation,  that  the  bundle  of  letters  supposed 
to  have  been  in  his  possession,  were  in  fact  taken  from  another  person. 

I  request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  original  certificate  oack  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  8fc.,  Sfc,,  ^. 


Extntet/rom  a  UUer  of  Jamss  MacHugh  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  Fort  Lt^ayttt,  Ftbruary  13, 

1864. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  possible  opportunity  to  reply  categorically  to 
the  charges  made  against  me  communicated  by  your  lordship  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  consul,  recently  laid  before  me,  consisting  of  extract  and  copy  of  two 
letters  of  mine  and  summary  of  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  this  gov- 
ernment, on  the  same  and  other  charges  respecting  that  addressed  to  Mr.  Gray, 
written  at  Belfast,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Gray,  Queenstown,  Ireland.  I  claim 
as  a  British  subject  the  right  to  communicate  with  any  one  in  her  Majesty's 
dominions  on  any  subject  not  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  and 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  the  transaction  referred  to  about  Mr.  McCoy 
simply  applies  to  a  contemplated  appointment  by  a  Governor  Brown,  throng 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Gray,  one  of  whom  is  at  present  a  belligerent  with  the 
United  States,  and  the  other,  "  Gray's,"  nationality  being  unknown  to  me,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  I  have  forfeited  my  right  as  a  British  subject, 
or  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  authorities  for  that  act ; 
neither  am  I  aware  that  a  commercial  recommendation  to  buy  or  sell  any  shares, 
stocks  or  bonds,  which  are  openly  negotiated  on  every  exchange  in  Europe,  (as 
are  also  the  United  States  securities,)  constitutes  an  offence  punishable  bylaw  in 
either  of  the  belligerent  States,  if  effected  or  "  recommended  to  be  effected"  in 
a  neutral  country.  The  same  remarks  apply  equally  to  the  sale  of  a  steamer 
or  steamers  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  a  Mr.  Lamar  at  Liverpool,  at  a  price  I 
am  justified  in  selling  to  any  buyer,  whether  confederate.  United  States  stubjects* 
or  Chinese. 
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As  a  matter  of  coarse,  the  defeat  of  Rosecrans  or  the  fall  of  Yicksburg,  al- 
luded to  in  one  and  the  other  communications,  affect  commercially  the  value  of 
the  bonds  or  steamers  to  be  traded  in,  and,  as  such,  only  enlist  my  expressed 
sympathies,  as  they  would  have  done  in  the  reverse  sense,  had  I  been  interested 
in  greenbacks  or  other  United  States  securities.  I  beg  leave  to  represent 
that  I  am  a  British  subject,  bom  in  Ireland ;  also,  **  that  I  was  not  domiciled, 
resident,  or  pursuing  mercantile  business  in  Savannah  when  the  insurrection 
broke  out."  I  joined  the  house  of  John  Treanors  in  May,  1861,  and  left  Id 
June,  1861 ;  and  his  being  a  so-called  insurgent  in  noways  justifies  the  appli- 
cation of  the  same  term  to  myself.  I  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamer 
Bermuda,  bound  from  Bermuda  to  I^assau,  and  captured  off  Abaco  light,  while 
steering  for  the  latter  port,  and  not,  as  asserted,  taken  when  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade.  Wo  were  brought  into  Philadelphia  in  May,  1862,  and  I  left 
New  York  in  the  following  September  for  Europe,  where  I  have  been  until  my 
return  hero  on  the  18th  December,  1863,  when  on  my  landing  at  the  revenue 
office,  where  my  baggage  was  examined,  and  I  was  arrested.  I  was  arrested 
on  landing  from,  **and  not  in  the  act  of  sailing  by  the  City  of  Washington." 

Respecting  the  capture  of  the  Bermuda,  I  have  nothing  to  say,  that  being  a 
matter  for  the  decision  of  the  prize  courts;  but  I  do  not  see  what  on  earth  I 
have  to  do  with  the  various  agencies  of  the  shipping  agents,  Frazer,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  or  the  nationality,  insurrectionary  qualities,  or  birth-place  of  her  com- 
mander. I  was  discharged  in  Philadelphia  as  a  neutral  subject  proceeding  to 
Savannah  by  the  only  probable  means  of  reaching  the  place,  and  I  Lave  not 
before  heard  it  alleged,  that  being  a  passenger  from  one  English  colonial  port 
to  another,  even  with  a  view  to  enter  a  blockaded  port  thereafter,  constituted 
an  act  of  hostility  to  one  of  two  belligerent  States.  It  is  also  avowedly  in 
legislation,  that  any  one  having  been  discharged,  as  he  was  entitled  to  l>e  ia 
such  a  case  in  May,  1862,  should  be  rearrested  and  reproceeded  against  for 
the  same  offence  nineteen  months  afterwards  on  his  return  to  this  country  from 
Europe  on  totally  different  business. 

My  arrest,  as  before  stated,  took  place  on  the  arrival  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  not,  as  stated,  on  my  intended  departure,  and  no  papers  or  letters  or 
contraband  were  found  about  me.  I  was  therefore  naturally  surprised,  when 
examined  by  the  military  commission  sent  down  here  to  investigate  the  cases 
of  arbitrary  arrests  in  this  fort,  to  find  myself  charged  with  being  carrier  of  a 
bundle  of  letters,  which  Mr.  Seward  alludes  to  in  rather  severe  terms,  and  ad- 
dressed by  disloyal  citizens  in  Baltimore,  to  officers  in  the  service  of  the  so- 
CiUled  Confederate.  States,  oa  examining  which,  they  proved  to  be  those  which 
had  been  taken  from  the  person  of  Lieutenant  Rooke,  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
service,  now  here,  and,  on  inquiry,  they  were  identified  by  him. 

The  last  item  on  which  stress  is  laid  is  having  in  my  possession  sundry 
photographs  of  so-called  insurgents,  which  Mr.  Seward  claims  "  to  bo  illustra- 
tions of,  and  devotion  to,  and  habitual  association  with  the  same."  If  this  be 
so,  there  must  be  an  immense  amount  thereof  in  all  the  fancy  stores  of  this  city, 
where  they  were  purchased. 


To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

I,  John  Young,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  port  of  Bel- 
fast, (Ireland,)  and  its  dependencies,  do  certify  and  make  known,  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  that  John  Lytle  is  mayor  of  Belfast,  and  that  his  signature 
to  the  annexed  document  is  genuine. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate,  at  Belfast,  this 
[l.  s.]  ninth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

JOHN  YOUNG,   UnUed  States  Consul. 
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Wc,  the  undersigQod,  residents  of  Belfast,  county  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  being 
duly  Bwom,  declare  and  say  that  we  are  acquainted  with  James  McHuffh; 
that  he  was  bom  in  county  of  Tyrone,  Ireland,  about  or  in  the  year  1838;  that 
he  went  to  the  United  States  of  America  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  day  of  De- 
cember,  1863,  and  that  we  know  him  to  be  a  British  subject. 

HUGH  C.  CLAEKE. 

JAMES  KAVANAUGH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  mayor  of  Belfast,  by  H.  C.  Clarke 
and  James  Kavanaugh,  who  aro  credible  witnesses,  on  this  9th  day  of  Janu- 
aiy»  1864,  the  figures  1863  and  also  1864  being  just  inserted. 

JOHN  LYTLE. 

Mayor  of  Belfast. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Departmbnt  op  State. 

Washington^  February  26, 1864. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, and  its  accompaniments,  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  a 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  and  to  inform  you  that  a  copy  of  the  papers  has  been 
communicated  to  Major  General  John  A.  Dix,  at  New  York. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  the  original  certificate  which  accompanied 
your  note  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  29,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
19th  instant,  in  which,  with  reference  to  my  communication  of  the  17th  of  this 
month,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  schooner  Etta,  you  ^ave  me  some  further  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  that  vessel,  and  to  inform  you  I  nave  invited  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  it. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
flervant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  notes 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  18th  of  December  last, 
and  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 
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The  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  goToniment  of  the  United  States  to  make 
idl  proper  and  suitable  reparations  for  the  acts  of  its  officers  which  was  manir 
fested  by  the  first  of  these  notes  has  rendered  it  nnnocessarr  for  her  Hajestj'B 
government  to  insist  upon  the  Question  which  it  wonld  otherwise  have  been 
their  duty  to  discuss  at  once  with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  namely, 
the  wilful  and  flagrant  violation  of  her  Majesty's  territory  by  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  cruiser  Ella  and  Annie. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  having  subsequently  made  by  the 
second  note  a  full  apology  for  the  violation  of  her  Majesty's  territory,  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majestj^'s  government  accepts  that 
apology  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  o£(ored,  and  are  truly  glad  that 
ihc  matter  has  been  settled  in  a  manner  honorable  to  both  parties,  and  calca- 
lated  to  improve  the  friendly  relations  which  her  Majesty's  government  an 
always  anxious  to  maintain  with  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LTOKS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward. 


Lord  Lyom  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  carefully  considered  the  informatioa 
which  they  have  received  respecting  the  recent  seizures  of  the  Sir  WiUiam 
Peel,  the  Science,  the  Dashing  Wave,  and  other  British  vessels,  by  the  United 
States  cruisers  in  the  Bio  Grande,  and  they  have  felt  it  to  be  Uieir  duty  to 
direct  me  to  address  to  you  a  remonstrance  upon  the  subject. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  the  Sir  WiUiam  reel,  the  attention  of  her  Majestj'B 
government  has  been  directed  to  a  letter  from  Commander  Rolando,  the  captor, 
to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  United  States  navy,  dated  the  3d  of  October 
last,  which  has  been  intercepted  and  published,  with  which  you  are  of  coarse 
w.ll  acquainted.  Her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  doubt,  from  the  evidence  of  this  letter,  the  genuineness  of  which  h€r 
Majesty's  government  consider  themselves  to  be  fully  entitled  to  assume  that 
the  Sir  William  Peel  was  knowingly  seized  by  the  captor  in  neutral  waters; 
that  she  was  seized  without  preliminary  examination,  in  violation  of  iDter- 
national  law  and  of  the  orders  of  the  United  States  government ;  and  that  she 
was  seized  partly  on  account  of  her  homeward  cargo  being  cotton,  which  the 
captain  knew  was  not  contraband,  but  which  he  chose  to  treat  as  contraband. 

Indeed,  the  official  report  of  Commander  Rolando  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  a  copy  of  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  transmit  to  me  with  your  note 
of  the  11th  of  January  last,  avows  as  the  reason  for  the  seizure  **  that  the  Sir 
William  Peel  had  been  landing  a  portion  of  her  cargo  contrabands  of  war,  and 
was  receiving  confederate  cotton  from  confederate  agents  at  Brownsville."  That 
report  appears,  therefore,  to  her  M^esty's  government  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  intercepted  letter,  and  to  show  that  the  captor  relied  upon  the  United  States 
government  supporting  him  in  seizing  neutral  vessels  with  confederate  cotton 
on  board,  on  the  plea  that  such  cotton  was  contraband.  It  is  true,  that  Com- 
mander Rolando  adds  in  the  report,  that  on  searching  the  ship  (^ler  taking 
S>ssession  of  her,  '*  he  found  sufficient  contraband  of  war  to  justi^  the  seizure." 
ut,  in  the  first  place,  her  Majesty's  government  object  that  this  officer  con- 
siders what  he  terms  "confederate  cotton"  to  be  contraband  of  war;  and 
secondly,  that  the  search  which  is  to  justify  a  seizure  ought,  by  Internationa] 
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law,  to  preeedo,  and  not  to  follow,  tlie  act  of  taking  poBsesnon.  It  appeiM, 
therefore,  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  plain  that  Commodore  Bolando» 
at  the  time  of  making  this  «aptnre,  disregarded  the  rules  of  international  law ; 
and  considering  this  m  connexion  with  the  intercepted  letter,  and  with  the  fact 
that  the  prise  court  at  New  Orleans  has  been  unanle  to  find  any  justification 
for  the  capture  without  further  proofs,  her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that 
it  is  impossible  to  attach  any  weight  to  the  pretext  that  contraband  was  found 
on  board  the  vessel. 

Adverting  again  to  the  intercepted  letter,  her  Majesty's  government  consider 
it  necessary  to  take  notice  of  the  5th  paragraph,  which  runs  as  follows  :  "  The 
vessel  is  perfectly  ventilated  with  air-ports,  and  would  be  comfortable  for  a  crew 
of  400  men.  She  will  make  us  a  splendid  single-deck  sloop  with  pivot  guns, 
razee  the  spar  deck."  To  her  Majesty's  government  there  appears  to  be  only 
too  much  reason  to  infer  from  this  paragraph  that  the  captor  was  influenced  in 
his  unjust  proceedings  by  the  desire  of  employing  the  Sir  William  Peel  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Stattes ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  consider  this  cir- 
cumstance is  calculated  to  excite  the  alarm  and  vi^ance  of  every  neutral  mari- 
time power,  and  that  it  fully  justifies  the  remonstrance  which  I  addressed  to 
you  by  their  order  last  year,  upon  the  subject  of  forcing  vessels  before  condem- 
nation into  the  naval  service  of  tl\e  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  instructed  me  to  make  known  to 
you  the  view  they  take  of  the  seizure  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  and  to  say  that 
unless  the  authenticity  of  the  intercepted  letter  is  denied,  they  fully  expect  the 
United  States  government  will  direct  the  immediate  restoration  of  the  vessel, 
With  proper  in&mnifica[tion  to  the  owners,  and  will  cause  a  proper  rebuke  to  be 
administered  to  the  captor.  In  the  face  of  such  positive  avowals  of  a  violation 
of  international  law  as  are  disclosed  in  the  intercepted  letter,  her  Majesty's 
government  cannot  admit  that  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  from  the  government  of 
the  belligerent  to  that  of  the  neutral  to  say  that  the  case  is  before  the  nrize  court, 
and  that  certain  statements  as  to  the  demeanor  and  subsequent  conauct  of  the 
captors  (comparatively  immaterial  and  entirely  unconnected  with  the  question 
whether  the  captor  was  justifiable  or  not)  are  now  denied.  Her  Majesty's 
government  are,  on  the  contrary,  of  opinion  that  the  intercepted  letter  shows 
that  the  seizure  was  made  upon  a  wrong  principle,  on  which  the  captor  intentionally 
acted,  and  which  seems  also  to  have  been  acted  upon  in  a  similar  manner  by 
other  United  States  cruisers  in  the  Bio  Grande,  in  open  defiance  of  neutral  rights. 

With  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  Science,  her  Majesty's  government  observe 
that,  even  assuming  that  she  was  not  seized  in  Mexican  waters,  she  would 
nevertheless  appear  to  have  been  most  unjustifiably  and  illegally  captured. 
According  to  the  papers  befi>re  her  Majesty's  government,  her  imputed  offence 
was  having,  or  having  had,  contraband  on  board ;  but  the  obvious  answer  is,  first, 
that  cotton,  of  which  her  return  cargo  is  stated  to  have  been  composed,  is  not 
contraband,  and  that  the  cargo  with  which  she  arrived  at  Matamoras  (of  whatso- 
ever articles  composed)  is  declared  to  have  been,  before  her  seizure,  actually  and 
bona  fide  delivered  in  Matamoras,  a  neutral  port,  to  Mexican  consignees ;  and, 
secondly,  that  if  her  trade  was  bona  fide  between  Great  Britain  and  Matamoras 
only,  she  would  not  be  guilty  of  carrying  contraband. 

With  respect  to  the  Dashing  Wave  it  has  been  represented  to  her  Majesty's 
government  that  she  was  seized  without  being  searched.  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment hold  that  the  Dashing  Wave,  like  any  other  neutral  vessel,  ought  not  to 
have  been  seized  before  a  search  made  by  the  captor  had  established  that  she 
had  contraband  of  war  on  board,  or  that  there  was  prima  facie  ground  for  cap- 
ture ;  and  this  is  a  point  of  law,  the  practical  breach  of  which  by  the  officers  of 
United  States  cruisers  affords,  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
gronnd  for  grave  remonstrance  with  the  government  of  ihe  United  States. 


538  DIPLOMATIC    COBBESPONDEaiCE. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  commanded  me  to  state  to  yon 
that  they  regard  these  captures  in  a  very  serious  light,  but  that  her  Majesty's 
government  cannot  believe  that  the  government  of  tke  United  State  will  refuse 
the  reparation  for  them  which  is  jusSy  due. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  l^c ,  ^.,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  2,  1864. 

Sm :  You  were  so  good  as  to  repeat  to  me  verbally,  on  the  2d  of  January  last, 
the  assurance  that  you  would  do  your  best  to  obtain  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
owners  of  the  Labuan  before  Congress  separated. 

Her  Majesty's  government  fully  rely  upon  this  assurance,  and  they  are  con- 
fident that  Congress  will  grant  to  parties  interested  full  compensation  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  them. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  making  some  obser- 
vations on  the  general  circumstances  of  the  case.  There  can  be  no  question  bat 
that  an  injury  has  been  inflicted  on  some  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  by  the  unlaw- 
ful act  of  a  ship  commissioned  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
redress  in  the  foim  of  damages  is  due  for  such  injury. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are,  strictly  speaking,  in  no  way  concerned  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  monev  required  to  pay  the  amount  of  damages  is  to  be 
provided,  although  they  have  been  prepared  to  wait  a  reasonable  time  to  admit 
of  its  being  appropriated  by  Congress  according  to  the  forms  usual  in  the  United 
States. 

But  her  Majesty's  government  deem  it  right  to  repeat  what,  fi-om  the  com- 
mencement of  the  discussion,  they  constantly  sought  to  impress  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States — that,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  in  the 
case  of  the  Labuan,  the  question  of  damages  is  one  which  ought  to  have  been 
settled  immediately  between  the  two  governments,  without  any  reference  to  the 
prize  courts  in  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  ask  reparation,  and  they  rely  upon  the  justice  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  grant  it  without  further  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  f^c.^  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  2,  1864. 
My  Loud  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  satisfaction  tho  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  which,  referring  to  my  notes  to  you  of 
the  18th  of  December  last  and  of  the  9ih  of  January  of  this  year,  respecting 
the  case  of  the  "  Chesapeake,"  you  inform  me  that  her  Majesty's  government, 
in  view  of  the  readiness  evinced  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
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make  all  proper  and  suitable  reparation  for  the  acts  of  its  officers,  and  of  the 
apology  made  for  the  violation  of  her  Majesty's  territory,  accept  that  apology 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  offered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State. 

Washington,  March  3,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  relative 
to  the  question  of  damages  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Labuan,  and  to  inform 
your  lordship  that  the  subject  shall  receive  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  fy:.,  f^c,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  conversation  which  we  had  yesterday,  on  the  subject 
of  the  note  which,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  her  Majesty's  government,  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  1st  instant  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Sir  William  Peel," 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  certified  copies  of  the  deposi- 
tions and  decrees  in  court,  in  the  case,  up  to  the  9th  of  January  last.  You  will  find 
among  these  documents  a  copy  of  the  order  of  the  court  granting  time  to  pro- 
cure further  evidence  in  the  cause. 

I  trust  that  the  information  thus  supplied  will  suffice  to  enable  you  to  come 
to  u  decision  on  the  case,  without  incurring  the  delay  which  would  be  occasioned 
by  a  reference  to  New  Orletons. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy,  taken  from  the  New  York 
Times  of  the  29th  November  last,  of  the  intercepted  letter  from  Commander 
Eolando  to  Captain  Fox. 

I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  back  to  me  the  copy  of  this  intercepted 
letter,  as  well  as  the  copies  of  the  depositions  and  decrees  of  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i(c.,  fyi,,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


Tkt  cast  of  the  Sir  JFUliam  Peel, — An  itUereetimg   letter  from  Captain  Rolando^  cf  the 

Seminole, 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  publishes  the  following  correspondence,  premising 
that  *'  this  Henry  Rolando  is  a  South  Carolinian  by  birth,  and  disappointed  his 
friends  very  much  by  remaining  with  the  enemies  of  his  country.  He  was  with 
Captain  Pcgram  in  the  expedition  against  the  Chinese  pirates,  and  behaved  very 
gallantly.    Before  the  war  his  word  would  have  stood  against  the  oath  of  any 
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Her  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  commanded  me  to  state  to  you 
that  they  regard  these  captures  in  a  very  serious  light,  but  that  her  Majesty's 
government  cannot  believe  that  the  government  of  tke  United  State  will  refdse 
the  reparation  for  them  which  is  jusSy  due. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  igc ,  ^.,  ^. 


LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  2,  1864. 

Sib  :  You  were  so  good  as  to  repeat  to  me  verbally,  on  the  2d  of  January  last, 
the  assurance  that  you  would  do  your  best  to  obtain  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
owners  of  the  Labuan  before  Congress  separated. 

Her  Majesty's  government  fully  rely  upon  this  assurance,  and  they  are  con- 
fident that  Congress  will  grant  to  parties  interested  full  compensation  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  them. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  making  some  obser- 
vations on  the  general  circumstances  of  the  case.  There  can  be  no  question  but 
that  an  iujurv  has  been  inflicted  on  some  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  by  the  unlaw- 
ful act  of  a  ship  commissioned  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
redress  in  the  form  of  damages  is  due  for  such  injury. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are,  strictly  speaking,  in  no  way  concerned  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  moncv  required  to  pay  the  amount  of  damages  is  to  be 
provided,  although  they  have  been  prepared  to  wait  a  reasonable  time  to  admit 
of  its  being  appropriated  by  Congress  according  to  the  forms  usual  in  the  United 
States. 

But  her  Majesty's  government  deem  it  right  to  repeat  what,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  discussion,  they  constantly  sought  to  impress  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States — that,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  in  the 
case  of  the  Labuan,  the  question  of  damages  is  one  which  ought  to  have  been 
settled  immediately  between  the  two  governments,  without  any  reference  to  the 
prize  courts  in  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  ask  reparation,  and  they  rely  upon  the  justice  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  grant  it  without  further  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  4<?.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

WashiTigtont  March  2,  1864. 
My  Loud  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  satisfaction  tho  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  which,  referring  to  my  notes  to  you  of 
the  18th  of  December  last  and  of  the  9ih  of  January  of  this  year,  respecting 
the  case  of  the  "  Chesapeake,"  you  inform  me  that  her  Majesty *s  government, 
in  view  of  the  readiness  evinced  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
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make  all  proper  and  Bciitable  reparation  for  the  acts  of  its  officers,  and  of  the 
apology  made  for  the  violation  of  her  Majesty's  territory,  accept  that  apology 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  offered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State. 

Washington,  March  3,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  relative 
to  the  question  of  damages  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Labuan,  and  to  inform 
your  lordship  that  the  subject  shall  receive  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  fy:.,  f^c,  Sfc, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  March  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  conversation  which  we  had  yesterday,  on  the  subject 
of  the  note  which,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  her  Majesty's  government,  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  Ist  instant  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Sir  William  Peel," 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  certified  copies  of  the  deposi- 
tions and  decrees  in  court,  in  the  case,  up  to  the  9th  of  January  last.  You  will  find 
among  these  documents  a  copy  of  the  order  of  the  court  granting  time  to  pro- 
cure further  evidence  in  the  cause. 

I  trust  that  the  information  thus  supplied  will  suffice  to  enable  you  to  come 
to  a  decision  on  the  case,  without  incurring  the  delay  which  would  be  occasioned 
by  a  reference  to  New  Orleans. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy,  taken  from  the  New  York 
Times  of  the  29th  November  last,  of  the  intercepted  letter  from  Commander 
Rolando  to  Captain  Fox. 

I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  back  to  me  the  copy  of  this  intercepted 
letter,  as  well  as  the  copies  of  the  depositions  and  decrees  of  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


J%e  ease  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,— An  interesting   letter  from  Captain  Rolando,  of  the 

Seminole. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  publishes  the  following  correspondence,  premising 
that  *'  this  Henry  Rolando  is  a  South  Carolinian  by  birth,  and  disappointed  his 
friends  very  much  by  remaining  with  the  enemies  of  his  country.  He  was  with 
Captain  Pcgram  in  the  expedition  against  the  Chinese  pirates,  and  behaved  very 
gtdlantly.    Before  the  war  his  word  would  have  stood  against  the  oath  of  any 
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Englisimiaii,  bat  the  amount  of  lying  done  by  his  brothor  Y/mkee  offieen  Anriag 
the  war  makes  it  rather  donbtfiif  whether  his  word  will  pass  now  among  gentfe- 
men.    Such  is  the  effect  of  association." 


Mr,  Magruder  to  Mr.  Mallorjf. 

Hbadquartebs,  District  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Virginia, 

Houston,  October  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  information  a  letter  from  Captain 
Rolando,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Seminole,  to  Mr.  6.  V.  Fox,  As- 
sistant Secretary  United  States  Navy.  This  letter  was  in  the  mail-bag  of  the 
Seminole,  which,  with  that  of  the  Gaynga,  were  intrusted  to  the  captain  of  a  block- 
ade runner,  who  deceived  the  federals  into  the  belief  that  he  was  pound  for  New 
Orleans,  and  on  leaving  them  at  Sabine  Pass,  ran  into  Calcasieu,  and  delivered 
the  mails  to  an  officer  there,  who  transmitted  them  to  these  headquarters.  The 
original  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Mason,  in  London,  for  publication,  one  copy  to  the 
British  admiral  commanding  in  the  gulf,  and  one  to  the  Mexican  authorities  at 
the  Bio  Grande. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Mr.  Rolamdo  to  Mr,  Fox, 

United  Steamer  Seminole, 

Sabine  Pass,  October  3,  1863. 

My  Dear  Fox  :  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  ordered  by  the  commodore  to 
blockade  off  this  place,  as  I  felt  I  could  have  been  of  more  service  at  the  Rio 
Ghrande,  where  I  seised  the  Sir  William  Peel,  on  the  11th  of  September. 

I  could  understand  the  hocus-pocus  of  those  Englishmen  there ;  they  were  in 
open  daylight  landing  cargoes  of  contraband,  with  the  connivance  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, and  sending  into  Texas  everything  they  could  which  would  aid  the  rebd- 
lion.  I  knew  it,  but  could  not  detect  the  act,  and  consequently  had  to  keep 
quiet  until  I  had  sufficient  grounds  for  making  the  seizure  I  did. 

The  Sir  WOliam  Peel  is  about  three  hundred  and  forty  feet  long  on  deck, 
and  has  splendid  endues,  all  below  the  water-line,  and  built  for  a  man-of-war, 
iron  stanchions  and  knees  fore-and-aft  on  her  main  deck,  and  could  be  converted 
into  a  privateer  on  very  short  notice. 

I  expected  to  find  guns  on  board,  but  did  not,  with  the  exception  of  two  inm 
18-pound  guns.  Of  contraband  articles  I  found  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
axles  for  gun-carriages,  and  two  casks  of  iron  rings  for  artillery  harness. 

The  vessel  is  perfectly  ventilated  with  air-ports,  and  would  be  comfortable  for 
a  crew  of  four  hundred  men.  She  will  make  us  a  splendid  single-decked  sloop 
with  pivot-guns,  razee  the  spar-deck. 

No  one  luiows,  who  has  not  been  to  the  Rio  Grande,  the  immense  value  tbat 
river  is  to  the  southern  confederacy.  Steamers  are  constantlv  landing  cargoes- 
contraband — ^which  go  to  Texas  in  the  small  steamers  and  barges  which  are 
towed  up  the  river,  and  landed ;  on  returning  bringing  cargoes  of  confederato 
cotton,  just  as  bad  as  contraband,  as  it  buys  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

When  I  took  the  Peel  she  had  steam  up,  and  I  thought  she  was  going  to  ran 
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for  it;  80  I  took  her  at  anchor*  which  I  would  not  have  preferred*  as  I  fefired 
the.Englishman  would  cry  out  nentrality,  as  he  did ;  bat  I  informed  him  that 
he  was  in  error ;  that  I  had  the  advantage ;  he  was  on  my  side  of  the  line ;  be 
was  quite  near  the  hne,  but  a  little  to  the  northward. 

I  cud  not  take  any  bearings  myself  of  the  position,  as  my  instructions  to  the 
master  are  general,  that  **  he  should  always  take  bearings  when  we  stopped  near 
the  land."  He  did  so  while  I  was  on  board  the  Feel,  as  I  seised  her  myself, 
and  the  day  after  the  seizure  I  found  that  in  the  log  was  noted  the  bearing  of 
the  river  Rio  Grande,  west  by  south,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  which  puts  us 
a  little  in  American  waters.  I  am  glad  it  was  done  by  the  masteryas  I  felt  some 
ddioacy  about  a  point  of  so  much  interest,  personally. 

It  galled  me  to  have  a  scoundrel  of  an  Englishman  crying  out  neutralitv,  when 
he  knew  as  well  as  I  did  that  he  hod  been  trafficking  in  the  blood  of  my 
countrymen  and  making  money  out  of  our  misfortunes.  That  he  had  landed 
arms  and  contraband  of  every  kind  before  my  arrival,  (I  was  only  ten  davs  at 
the  Rio  Grande,)  and  had  started  with  the  intention  of  bein^  a  privateer,  ana  had 
so  boasted  in  Matamoras,  is  well  known ;  but  the  miserable  Mexicans  who  are 
helping  the  trade,  and  yet  will  no  doubt  sustain  a  claim  of  ne]itrality  which 
they  themselves  are  violating,  for  the  Hawkins,  the  Celt,  Lebannon,  and  reel  had 
all  discharged  their  cargoes,  which  were  contraband  and  forwarded  to  Texas  by 
Mexican  authorities  in  the  custom-house. 

When  it  is  so  palpable  to  anv  one  of  our  statesmen  that  Mexicans  are  hourly, 
through  the  custom-nouse  at  the  Rio  Grande,  violatine  their  neutrality  by  as- 
sisting and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemv,  I  think  it  devilish  hard  that  any 
plea  for  the  observance  of  a  neutrality  which  they  don't  observe  themselves 
should  be  listened  to  by  our  government ;  and  I  hope  Mr.  Seward  will  remind 
them  of  what  they  are  now  doing  and  have  done  in  the  way  of  violating  neu- 
trality by  sending  to  Texas  contraband  cargoes  through  the  Rio  Grande ;  it  is 
80  easy,  as  the  river  at  the  mouth  is  about  three  hundred  yards  wide,  with  four 
feet  water  on  the  bar,  and  grows  narrower  as  you  go  up.  I  think  the  govern- 
ment should  sustain  my  course  without  listening  to  any  plea  of  neutrality  from 
either  English  or  Mexicans. 

The  ship  will  condemn  herself,  £or  you  know  her  cargo  from  information  from 
abroad  and  what  she  must  have  landed.  Tlie  Mexicans  are  themselves  violating 
neutrality,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  a  neutral  to  show  favor  to  neither  side,  but  be  an 
honest  friend  to  both  belligerents. 

I  can  take  good  care  of  my  position,  when  the  fight  comes,  on  neutrality,  as 
the  course  I  have  taken  is  fully  sustained  by  my  officers  and  the  master  who 
placed  the  ship,  by  bearings,  in  our  own  waters ;  so  you  see  my  reckoning  is  all 
right  and  I  can  rebut  the  Enelish  version.  You  saw  frt)m  that  English  Captain 
Hood's  despatch  how  the  drift  would  be.  The  d  d  puppy ;  I  wonder  if  he 
recollected  now  his  consul,  Mr.  Bunch,  and  some  of  his  brother  officers,  raised  the 
blockade  off  Charleston  by  an  imaginary  line  of  horizon.  I  suppose  the  boundary 
of  Texas  and  Mexico  is  one  of  the  same  to  him;  but  I  have  one  of  Blunt's  com- 
passes, which  give  a  blunter  line  than  theirs. 

I  hope  Mr.  Seward  will  assume  a  higher  law  if  the  case  comes  before  him,  as 
Mexico  and  Eneland  are  violating  neutrality  themselves,  and  what  is  meted  out 
by  them  to  us  they  should  be  made  to  feel  in  a  similar  way. 

There  is  not  enough  doing  here  to  keep  one  alive ;  I  have  been  here  about  two 
weeks  and  have  not  seen  anything  but  wiiat  is  in  Sabine  Pass,  which  the  rebels 
are  fortifying,  and  piling  across  the  channel. 

I  do  not  anticipate  anything  in  the  way  of  a  fight  here,  unless  the  Clifton,  Sa- 
chem, and  the  cotton  boats  in  the  Pass  eome  out  and  make  one.  The  Clifton  is 
in  working  order.  I  can't  get  near  them,  as  there  is  only  seven  feet  water  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Pass.  The  army  will  attack,  I  suppose,  from  some  other  point 
than  the  Pass,  as  it  is  stronger  now  than  ever. 
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I  trust,  my  dear  Fox,  you  will  drop  me  a  line  and  tell  me  how  the  course  I 
have  pursued  as  regards  the  Peel  is  appreciated  by  the  department ;  for  I  am 
really  quite  anxious  at  the  responsibility  I  have  assumed,  particularly  when  I 
think  of  Hunter,  who  I  have  understood  was  charged  with  violating  neutrality. 
The  Englishmen  will  do  any  amount  of  swearing,  and  the  Mexicans  likewise, 
from  complicity.  My  consciousness  of  having  acted  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
for  the  interest  of  my  country  and  its  cause,  the  belief  that  the  vessel  was  in 
American  waters,  and  the  corroborating  testimony  of  the  master  and  log-book, 
are  the  comforts  I  have  in  my  anxiety,  and  on  which  I  rest  my  defence. 

Drop  me  a  line  soon,  and  believe  me  your  friend, 

HENRY  ROLANDO. 

A  true  copy: 

W.  A.  ALSTON,  Captain,  A.  A.  General 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward 

Washington,  March  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  ask  you  to  give  serious  and  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  enclosed  copies  of  despatches  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  YorL 

If  the  statements  made  to  her  Majesty's  consul  be  correct,  the  British  schooner 
Sylvanus,  of  Nassau,  was  fired  at  and  sunk  by  the  United  States  blockading 
vessel  Huron,  on  the  2d  of  January  last,  at  Doby's  inlet,  in  Georgia ;  the  master 
and  crew,  nine  men  in  all,  were  taken  on  aboard  the  Huron,  and  sixteen  days  after- 
wards were  transferred  to  the  United  States  ship  Massachusetts,  and  conveyed 
to  Philadelphia;  they  were  kept  on  board  the  guardship  for  nine  days,  and 
they  were  finally  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  where  they  now  are,  neither  the 
master  nor  any  of  the  men  having  been  examined  since  their  capture. 

It  is  stated,  moreover,  that  while  on  board  the  Huron,  the  whole  of  the  men, 
the  master  excepted,  were  placed  in  irons  every  night,  and  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  mate,  who  was  suffering  from  a  sore  arm,  they  were  sent  in  irons  to 
Fort  Lafayette. 

It  appears  that  the  master  and  seven  of  the  crew  are  British  subjects,  and 
that  the  remaining  seaman  is  a  Belgian.  It  has  so  often  been  my  duty  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  positive  declarations  made  by  her  Majesty's  government, 
that  British  subjects  belonging  to  neutral  vessels  captured  for  breach  of  block- 
ade ought  not  to  be  detained  indefinitely  as  prisoners,  nor  treated  with  indignity, 
that  I  now  make  no  apology  for  pressing  for  immediate  information  as  to  the 
grounds  on  which  the  master  and  crew  of  the  Sylvanus  are  imprisoned,  or  for 
urging  that,  unless  there  be  some  valid  reasons  justifying  their  detention,  they 
may  at  once  be  set  at  liberty. 

I  consider  it  right,  also,  to  ask  for  information  respecting  the  destruction  ot 
the  Sylvanus  and  the  legal  proceedings,  if  any,  which  have  been  taken  in  the 
case.  Nor  can  I  conclude  without  drawing  your  attention  to  the  representa- 
tions riiade  by  her  Majesty's  consul  with  regard  to  the  detention  or  suppression 
of  letters  addressed  to  him  bv  British  subjects  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witn  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabi   dc,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 
British  Consulate,  New  York,  February  2Q,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  herewith  a  copy  ot 
a  letter  received  by  me  several  days  after  its  date,  from  one  of  the  men  lately 
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belongiog  to  the  creV  of  the  Banshee,  reporting  that  several  British  subjecte 
who  were  captured  on  board  the  schooner  Sylvanus,  of  Nassau,  on  the  2d  of 
January  last,  are  detained  as  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette.  This  morning,  Cap- 
tain Steele,  of  the  Banshee,  informed  me  that  the  late  master  of  the  SylvanuB» 
Captain  Hoggin,  and  eight  of  his  crew,  all  British  subjects,  are  still  imprisoned 
at  Fort  Lafayette;  that  Captain  Haggin  since  he  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  has 
twice  or  thrice  written  letters  to  me,  calling  my  attention  to  his  case  and  that 
of  his  crew.  Captain  Steele  confirms  the  statement  of  the  men  having  arrived 
at  the  fort  manacled,  in  which  condition  they  were  brought  from  Philadelphia; 
Captain  Haggin's  wrists  being  injured  by  the  handcuffs,  which  were  too  small 
for  him. 

I  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  I  have  received  no  letter  whatever 
from  Captain  Haggin,  or  any  of  his  crew;  and  take  the  opportunity  to  call  your 
lordship's  attention  to  the  delay  in  the  transmission  of  letters  addressed  to  me 
by  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette,  which  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  notice. 

The  Sylvanus,  which  was  laden  with  salt,  was  captured  and  destroyed  by 
the  United  States  blockading  force  on  2d  of  January  last,  at  Doboy's  inlet,  in 
Georgia.  Neither  the- master  nor  any  of  the  crew,  as  it  is  reported  to  me,  have 
been  examined  before  a  prize  commissioner ;  nor  has  any  investigation  whatever, 
so  far  as  I  can  learn,  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  vessel  or  the 
imprisonment  of  the  crew. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Edwards  will  to-morrow  visit  the  master  and  crew  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  and  ascertain  more  satisfactorily  their  nationality.  In  the  mean  time 
I  deem  it  right  to  lose  no  further  time  in  bringing  their  case  to  your  lordship's 
notice.    I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  !fc„  !fc.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Rover  to  Mr,  Archibald, 

New  York,  February  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  Captain  A.  Haggin,  of  the  schooner  Sylvanus,  of 
Nassau,  that  they  were  captured  at  Doboy  sound,  on  the  coast  of  Geoi-gia,  on  the 
2d  of  January,  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Huron.  They  were  detained  for 
sixteen  days  on  board  of  her,  and  then  sent  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  to 
Fort  Lafayette.  They  kept  the  crew  on  board  of  her  in  irons  every  night, 
and  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  they  sent  them  dl  in  irons.  They  have 
not  had  any  hearing  yet  of  any  sort  up  to  last  Sunday,  and  the  captain  is 
be^ng  of  you  to  intercede  for  them,  for  they  are  all  British  subjects. 
I  am,  &c.,  &;c.,  &;c. 

H.  C.  D.  ROVER, 

One  of  the  Banshee* s  Oreto, 
E.  M.  Arcbibald,  Esq.,  ifc,,  ^v.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 

British  Consulate, 
New  York,  February  20,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Referring  to  my  despatch  of  the  26th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  to  your  lordship,  that  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Edwards  proceeded  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette on  Saturday  last,  and  there  examined,  on  oath,  Alexander  Haggin,  late  mas- 
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ter  of  the  schooner  Sylvaniis,  of  Naisaa.  lir.  HaKin  states  that  he  is  a  nati?e 
of  BelfsMt,  Ireland,  and  a  British  subject;  that'he^s  never  been  naturalized  m 
the  United  States,  or  elsewhere;  that  he  has  followed  the  sea  for  the  last  fifteeo 
vears,  chiefly  in  the  East  India  trade.  The  last  time  he  was  in  the  United 
States  was  at  Darien,  in  Gteoma,  in  the  year  1861,  before  the  war  bqg:un;  he 
was  then  a  seaman  of  the  St.  Helena,  and  remained  there  for  about  five  weeks. 
He  had  been  but  once  before  in  the  United  States,  when  he  was  an  apprentice. 
He  sailed  £rom  Nassau  about  the  end  of  December  last,  in  command  of  Uie 
schooner  Sylvanus,  of  Nassau,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  six  barrels  of  spirits,  and 
some  manilia  cord.  On  the  2d  of  January  last,  being  then  off  Darien,  the  Sjl^ 
yanus  was  fired  at  by  the  United  States  blockading  yessel  Huron,  and  was 
thereby  sunk.  The  crew  ai\d  himself,  nine  in  all,  were  taken  on  board  the 
Huron,  and  sixteen  days  afterwards  were  transported  to  the  United  States  ship 
Massachusetts,  and  conveyed  in  her  to  Philadelphia.  While  on  board  the 
Huron  the  whole  of  the  crew,  the  master  excepted,  were  placed  in  irons  every 
night.  On  arriving  at  Philadelphia  they  were  placed  on  board  the  raardship  for 
nine  days,  and  were  then  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  all  in  irons,  with  me  exceptioD 
of  the  mate,  who  was  suffering  from  a  sore  arm.  They  l^ave  been  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette for  more  than  three  weeks;  and  that  since  their  capture  on  the  2d  of  JaiiQ- 
ary,  neither  the  master  nor  any  of  the  men  had  been  examined.  That  the 
master  had  addressed  two  letters  to  me,  one  on  the  4th  and  one  on  the  20t]) 
instant,  to  neither  of  which  had  he  received  any  reply.  The  crew  consists  of 
the  following  persons,  who  are  British  subjects,  vi^.,  Samuel  N.  Williams,  a  oa- 
tive  of  Wales,  mate;  Robert  James  Rawlins,  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland;  Wil- 
liam Riley,  native  of  Dublin ;  George  Watson,  native  of  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia; 
William  Jackson,  native  of  Tipperary,  Ireland ;  William  Johnson,  native  d 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  James  Wade,  native  of  Dublin.  The  remaining 
seaman  is  a  Belgian,  named  Paul  Clark. 

In  reference  to  the  letters  stated  by  the  master  to  have  been  addressed  by 
him  to  me,  I  beg  to  observe  that  I  have  not  received  any  letter  whatever  from 
him. 

I  have,  &c.,  &;c.,  &c., 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  Q.  C.  B.,  ^.^  Sfc.,  8fc. 


hord  hyont  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  March  5,  1864. 

Sir:  In  a  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  23d  of  Jan- 
nary  last,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  her  Migesty's  consul  at  New 
York,  reporting,  among  other  things,  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  nrisoners,  said 
to  be  principally  foreigners,  a  considerable  number  of  whom  had  been  taken  on 
board  a  steam  vessel  called  the  Antonica.  I,  at  the  same  time,  observed  that 
the  information  which  had  reached  me  concerning  these  individual  prisoners 
was  as  yet  so  incomplete,  that  if  the  consul's  despatch  had  related  to  them  only, 
I  should  not  so  soon  have  called  your  attention  to  it 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  extracts  from  further  despatches 
from  the  same  consul,  and  copies  of  papers  enclosed  in  them,  from  which  it  ap* 
pears  that  the  Antonica  was  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  so-called  confederates^ 
Dut  that  a  laree  number  of  the  crew  are  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon«  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward,  4fc.,  ifc,,  ifc. 
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Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Consul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  New  York^  March  3, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  for  your  lordship's  informa- 
tion, a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  20th,  but  received  by  me  on  the  26th  ultimo, 
from  James  Barrett,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  late  steamer  Antonica,  complaining 
of  the  taking  from  him,  and  from  another  seaman  of  the  above-mentioned  ves- 
iBel,  named  Thomas  Jones,  both  British  subjects,  the  respective  sums  of  eighty- 
five  and  thirty-five  dollars,  being  their  own  private  property. 

I  transmit,  likewise,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Marshal  Murray,  to  whom  I 
applied  for  information,  acquainting  mc  that  the  money  in  question  has  been 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  prize  court  at  Washington. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  3d  ultimo  I  informed*  your  lordship  that  the  An- 
tonica was  a  Confederate  States  vessel  belonging  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  commanded  by  an  American  citizen,  but  that  the  crew  was  composed  prin- 
cipally of  British  subjects. 


Mr,  Barrett  to  Mr.,  Avchibald, 

*  No.  70  Ludlow  Street,  New  York, 

February  20,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  apply  to  you,  as  a  subject  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  to  aid  me  in  getting  my  money  returned  to  me.  It  was  my  own 
private  funds  which  was  taken  from  me  when  I  was  captured  on  board  the  steamer 
Antonica,  on  the  20th  of  December  last.  I  have  been  placed  in  the  New  York 
county  jail  without  any  means,  and  have  been  kept  here  two  monthfe.  I  cannot 
hear  anything  about  getting  my  money  returned ;  it  was  taken  by  force  from 
me,  but  with  the  promise  that  it  would  be  returned  on  my  arrival  in  New  York. 
The  amount  was  eighty-five  dollars  in  specie.  If  you  can  aid  me  in  any  way, 
or  compel  them  to  return  it,  I  will  feel  under  many  obligations  for  your  kind- 
ness*  They  took  my  purse  with  the  cash,  and  also  a  small  masonic  square  and 
compass  breastpin  which  I  set  some  value  to.  I  am  a  stranger  in  New  York, 
and  have  been  advised  to  call  on  you  for  advice  or  aid.  My  friend  and  ship- 
mate, Thomas  Jones,  is  in  the  same  situation,  and  requests  me  to  present  his 
case  to  you.  He  is  from  Wales,  not  far  from  Liverpool.  He  had  only  thirty- 
five  dollars  in  specie,  but  it  was  his  all,  and  he  is  much  in  need  of  it.  I  belong 
to  Liverpool,  but  was  bom  in  Dublin. 
Yours,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JAMES  BARRETT. 

E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq.,  ^c ,  dc,  &c. 


Mr,  Murray  to  Mr,  Archibald, 

IJNiTed  States  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  New  York,  N.  Y„  March  1,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  addressed  to  you 
by  J.  Barrett,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Antonica,  and  which  communication  has 
been  referred  to  me  for  explanation. 

In  reply  to  the  complaints  made  in  that  letter  by  Barrett,  that  his  money  had 
been  taken  from  him,  I  have  to  state,  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  (frew  of  the 
Antonica  at  this  port  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  calling 
the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  fact  that  the  various  commanders  of  the 
blockading  squadron  had  taken  the  money  belonging  to  the  men,  and  requesting 
that  some  action  be  taken  in  the  matter.  The  department  at  onco  issued  orders 
35  c  • 
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to  the  commander  of  the  squadron  to  collect  these  funds  and  remit  them  ,to 
Washington.  This  was  done,  and  the  department,  under  date  of  the  20tk  in- 
stant, has  informed  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  money  at  Washington,  and  that  it 
has  been  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  prize  court  of  that  city.  I  have 
already  informed  Captain  Adair,  of  the  Antonica,  of  this  fact,  and  suppose  be 
has  communicated  the  same  to  the  men. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.,  &:c., 

EOBEET  MURBAY. 
E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Comul  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  New  York,  March  3, 1864* 

Referring  to  my  despatch  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lord- 
ship  that,  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Antonica,  who  are  now  confined  in  the  county 
jail,  there  are,  in  all,  twenty-six  British  subjects,  whose  names  will  be  found  in  a 
list  herewith  enclosed.  The  Antonica  waa  wrecked  on  the  Frying-pan  sfaoak, 
on  the  20th  of  December  last,  when  the  crew  took  to  the  boats  and  were  picked 
up  at  sea  by  a  United  States  gunboat.  They  have  now  ieen  confined  in  the 
county  jail  since  about  the  middle  of  January  last. 

These  men  complain  of  being  constantly  pestered  by  men  to  enlist  in  the 
naval  or  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  report  that  they  are  informed 
that  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  they  will  be  able  to  obtain  their  liberty.  I 
will  communicate  with  the  marshal  on  this  subject,  and  report  if  any  further 
action  is  necessary. 


List  of  British  subjects  forming  part  of  the  crew  of  the  late  steamMp  Anioniea, 


Name. 

Age. 

Where  bom. 

Class. 

J&mes  Barrett  ....*....... 

38 
28 
32 
32 
23 
37 
20 
23 
23 
18 
28 
30 
33 
38 
30 
28 
27 
27 
21 
17 
25 
22 
27 
20 
29 
21 
14 

T^iihlin.  Tr«lft.Tid     -.    

Seaman. 

Thomas  Jodgs . ._.. ...... 

Wales..  .           

Fireman, 

Hiicrh  Farlev ...... ...... 

Conntv  Cavan.  Ireland  .-. ...... 

Do. 

K<1  ward  Portimo ,..,,,,-,, 

County  Wexford,  Ireland 

Countv  Tyrone.  Ireland     ... .... 

Do. 

John  Murray ............ 

Do. 

John  Corbett 

Cotmty  Galway,  Ireland 

County  Donegal,  Ireland 

Dublin.  Ireland  ................ 

Do 

John  Keefe 

Do. 

W.G.  Finucgan 

Second  stewiund 

Robert  McMillan 

Londonderry.  Ireland ....... .... 

Seaman 

Georcro  Briercrs 

Dublin.  Ireland  .... .... .... .... 

Do 

Dennis  Coughlan 

Michael  Rohan 

County  Tipperary,  Ireland 

County  Mayo.  Ireland  .... ...... 

Do 

John  Carney 

do 

Do 

James  Gorman 

County  Kilkenny,  Ireland 

Dublin,  Ireland ,... 

Do 

John  Cavanaugh 

Steward. 

James  Marsh 

Bermuda 

Assistant  engineer. 
Cook. 

Michael  Cavanagh 

James  Cunningham 

Alex.  Hutton 

County  Longford,  Ireland 

County  Down.  Ireland  ......... 

County  Wexford,  Ireland 

County  Limerick,  Ireland 

Dublin.  Ireland  ............ 

Do 

Cornelius  Carmody 

Joseph  Poland 

Third  steward. 
Seaman 

Francis  Farley 

County  Cayan.  Ireland  ....... 

Fireman 

John  Led(^ 

County  Clare.  Ireland. ...... 

Seaman. 

Samncl  Wallace 

Harbor  Island ......   ........... 

Do 

John  H.  Murray 

Dublin.  Ireland 

WAtrhnrtAn. 

James  Patty 

Liverpool,  Fngland. ............ 

Seaman. 

James  Kelly 

County  Mayo,  Ireland 

Boy. 
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Mr.  Sctoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

Wdikington^  March  5,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  the  first  of  March  instant,  in  which  yon  have  communicated  to  me  cer- 
tain views  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  taken  of  the  cases  of  the  Sir 
William  Peel,  the  Science,  and  the  Dashing  Wave,  but  more  especially  of  the 
case  of  the  Sir  William  Peel. 

With  a  view  to  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  have  asked  and  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  papers  affecting  the  subject  which  have 
been  received  in  his  department.  Finding  that  these  papers  did  not  furnish  me 
full  information  in  regard  to  points  speciafiy  raised  in  your  note,  I  thought  it 
proper  to  apply  to  your  lordship  for  such  further  information  as  you  might  be 
able  to  give,  and  I  have  now  to  acknowledge  your  lordship's  courtesy  in  sub- 
mitting to  me  a  series  of  documents  relating  to  the  subject,  upon  which  papers 
it  is  presumed  that  the  proceedings  of  her  Majesty's  government  were  founded. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  all  these  papers  1  find  that,  in  order  to  enable  me 
to  reply  to  your  lordship's  note  with  a  due  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  claim  it 
presents,  I  need  further  information  from  the  district  attorney  of  the  United 
States  at  New  Orleans  concerning  the  proceedings  and  present  condition  of  the 
cause  which  has  been  instituted  in  the  prize  court  there. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  calling  for  this  necessary  information  to  be  furnished 
without  delay.  When  it  shall  have  been  received  I  shall  take  the  President's 
directions  upon  the  subject  and  give  you  the  views  of  this  government  thereupon. 
Your  lordship  may  assure  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  subject  will  be 
promptly  ana  fairly  considered,  with  a  desire  to  arrive  at  a  just  and  satisfactory 
disposition  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  your  lordship  the  documents  belonging  to  your 
legation,  which  at  my  request  were  put  into  my  hands,  and  to  be,  with  the 
highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


^  Mr.  Setvard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

WashtTigton,  March  8,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  5th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the 
British  schooner  Sylvanus,  and  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  called  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  United  States  marshal  at  New  York  for  in- 
formation upon  the  subject.  When  their  reports  come  to  me  I  shall  do  myself 
the  honor  to  address  your  lordship  again  concerning  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  mgh  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W1LLIA3I  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  9,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  recur  to  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  so  fiur 
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as  it  relates  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  maritime  capttues 
and  jarisdict'on,  and  in  reply  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  a  copy  of  your  note  was  submitted, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  prove  satisfactory  to  your  lordship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fi£:ht  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  8fc, 


Mr.  WdUs  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  March  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  and  accom- 
panying papers,  in  relation  to  a  difficulty  which  has  seemed  likely  to  grow  out 
of  a  misapprehension  of  the  instructions  given  to  our  cruisers  in  the  gulf  and 
on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

I  do  not  understand  our  government  to  claim  the  right  of  "  capturing  ships 
for  having  carried  contraband  of  war,  after  the  contraband  has  been  actually 
landed,"  unless  the  contraband  has  been  landed  by  them  in  a  blockaded  port 
and  they  are  on  the  return  voyage  from  such  ports ;  nor  the  right  of  capturing 
ships  in  Mexican  waters,  or  in  any  neutral  waters ;  nor  the  right  to  capture 
neutral  ships  on  a  dona  fide  voyage  from  one  neutral  port  to  another,  though 
laden  with  articles  which  would  be  contraband  if  carried  to  an  enemy's  port; 
nor  the  right  to  capture  neutral  ships  bound  to  an  enemy's  port,  not  blockaded, 
unless  such  ships  have  contraband  on  board;  nor  the  right  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  to  the  extent  of  more  than  a  marine  league  from  our  coaRt. 

With  respect  to  the  point  last  mentioned,  any  misapprehension  which  exista 
may  have  arisen  partly  from  what  may  have  been  an  inadvertence,  analogous 
to  a  clerical  error,  in  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  partly  to  our  municipal  law, 
under  which  merchant  vessels  bound  to  the  United  States  may  be  boarded  by 
the  revenue  officers  when  within  four  leagues  of  our  coast.  Otner  nations  have 
similar  municipal  laws,  which  are  to  be  regarded  merely  as  prescribing  the  con- 
ditions on  which  trade  is  permitted. 

We  claim  the  right  of  capturing  any  merchant  vessel  returning  from  a  block- 
aded port,  after  violating  tho  blockade,  such  right  to  exist  at  any  time  during 
the  return  voyage. 

It  is  not  improbable* that  the  commanders  of  some  of  our  cruisers  in  the  gulf 
are  not  accurately  informed  of  the  extent  of  the  national  rights  herein  referred 
to,  and  the  department  will  lose  no  time  in  placing  the  matter  properly  before 
them. 

Tho  whole  coast  of  Texas,  except  such  part  as  may  be  necessary  for  access 
to  the  port  of  Brownsville,  is  to  be  regarded  as  under  blockade. 

The  documents  arc  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy* 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  March  9,  1864. 
Sib  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  informed  that  a  large  quantity 
of  coal,  belonging  to  Messrs.  William  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Co.,  British  merchanU, 
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was  carried  off  from  Auera  Peqaina  by  tlie  United  States  ship  Yanderbilt,  when 
that  ship  visited  the  place  in  the  month  of  October  last,  and  seized  there  the 
British  vessel  Saxon. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  directed  me  to  state  to  you  that  they  cannot 
doubt  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  immediately  make  to  the 
owners  of  this  coal  full  compensation  for  the  value  thereof,  as  well  as  for  any 
loss  they  may  have  sustained  by  the  unlawful  act  of  the  commander  of  the 
Vanderbilt  in  appropriating  it  for  the  use  of  that  vessel. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  unable  to  find  in  the  reports  which 
have  reached  them  any  justification  of  this  violent  act,  or  any  excuse  for  it, 
and  they  have  accordingly  commanded  me  to  address  to  you,  in  their  name,  a 
direct  remonstrance  against  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


MJT'  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Woihington,  March  11,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  of  the  8th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  report  of 
Colonel  L.  C.  Baker,  provost  marshal  of  the  War  Department,  which  accom- 
panied it,  in  regard  to  piratical  designs  of  insurgents  against  the  United  States 
who  have  sought  refuge  in  her  Majesty's  provinces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  your  lordship  will  bring  the  subject  under 
the  consideration  of  his  excellency  the  governor  general,  with  a  view  to  such 
proceedings  as  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  may  render  expedient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLLAlM  h.  sewaed. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  StanUm  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  8,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  this 
department  by  Provost  Marshal  Baker,  for  your  information  and  such  action  as 
you  may  deem  proper.  t 

Your  obedient  servant, 

teDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Colonel  Baker  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  8,  1864. 
Sir  ;  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  statement  furnished  by  one  of 
my  agents,  who  has  been  in  Upper  Canada  for  some  two  months.    The  state- 
ment can  be  relied  upon  as  being  true  in  every  particular. 
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as  it  relates  to  the  rigbts  of  tbe  United  States  in  regard  to  maritime  captnres 
and  jarisdict'on,  and  in  reply  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  a  copy  of  your  note  was  submitted, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  prove  satisfactory  to  your  lordship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Fieht  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  WeUes  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  March  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  andaccom- 
panying  papers,  in  relation  to  a  difficulty  which  has  seemed  likely  to  grow  oat 
of  a  misapprehension  of  the  instructions  given  to  our  cruisers  in  the  gulf  and 
on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

I  do  not  understand  our  government  to  claim  the  right  of  "  capturing  ships 
for  having  carried  contraband  of  war,  afler  the  contraband  has  been  actually 
landed,"  unless  the  contraband  has  been  landed  by  them  in  a  blockaded  port 
and  they  are  on  the  return  voyage  from  such  ports ;  nor  the  right  of  captming 
ships  in  Mexican  waters,  or  in  any  neutral  waters ;  nor  the  right  to  capture 
neutral  ships  on  a  bona  fide  voyage  from  one  neutral  port  to  another,  though 
laden  with  articles  which  would  be  contraband  if  carried  to  an  enemy's  port; 
nor  the  right  to  capture  neutral  ships  bound  to  an  enemy's  port,  not  blockaded, 
unless  such  ships  have  contraband  on  board ;  nor  the  right  to  exercise  exdusive 
jurisdiction  to  the  extent  of  more  than  a  marine  league  from  our  coast. 

With  respect  to  the  point  last  mentioned,  any  misapprehension  which  exists 
may  have  arisen  partly  from  what  may  have  been  an  inadvertence,  analogous 
to  a  clerical  error,  in  the  treatv  with  Mexico,  and  partly  to  our  municipal  law, 
under  which  merchant  vessels  bound  to  the  United  States  may  be  boarded  by 
the  revenue  officers  when  within  four  leagues  of  our  coast.  Other  nations  have 
similar  municipal  laws,  which  are  to  be  regarded  merely  as  prescribing  the  con- 
ditions on  which  trade  is  permitted. 

We  claim  the  right  of  capturing  any  merchant  vessel  returning  from  a  block- 
aded port,  after  violating  the  blockade,  such  right  to  exist  at  any  time  daring 
the  return  voyage. 

It  is  not  improbable* that  the  commanders  of  some  of  our  cruisers  in  the  gulf 
are  not  accurately  informed  of  the  extent  of  the  national  rights  herein  referred 
to,  and  the  department  will  lose  no  time  in  placing  the  matter  properly  before 
them. 

The  whole  coast  of  Texas,  except  such  part  as  may  be  necessary  for  access 
to  the  port  of  Brownsville,  is  to  be  regarded  as  under  blockade. 

The  documents  arc  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  LyoM  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  informed  that  a  large  quantity 
of  coal,  belonging  to  Mcssi-s.  William  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Co.,  British  merchants, 
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was  carried  off  from  Angra  Peqoina  by  the  United  States  ship  Yanderbilt,  when 
that  ship  visited  the  place  in  the  month  of  October  last,  and  seized  there  the 
British  vessel  Saxon. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  directed  me  to  state  to  you  that  they  cannot 
doubt  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  immediately  make  to  the 
owners  of  this  coal  full  compensation  for  the  value  thereof,  as  well  as  for  any 
loss  they  may  have  sustained  by  the  unlawful  act  of  the  commander  of  the 
Vanderbilt  in  appropriating  it  for  the  use  of  that  vessel. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  unable  to  find  in  the  reports  which 
have  reached  them  any  justification  of  this  violent  act,  or  any  excuse  for  it, 
and  they  have  accordingly  commanded  me  to  address  to  you,  in  their  name,  a 
direct  remonstrance  against  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mjr*  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

WasJiifigton,  March  11,  1864, 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  mvite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  of  the  8th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  report  of 
Colonel  L.  0.  Baker,  provost  marshal  of  the  War  Department,  which  accom- 
panied it,  in  regard  to  piratical  designs  of  insurgents  against  the  United  States 
who  have  sought  refuge  in  her  Majesty's  provinces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  your  lordship  will  bring  the  subject  under 
the  consideration  of  his  excellency  the  governor  general,  with  a  view  to  such 
proceedings  as  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  may  render  expedient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ^.,  igc. 


Mr.  StanUm  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 
Washington  Citt/y  March  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  this 
department  by  Provost  Marshal  Baker,  for  your  information  and  such  action  as 
you  may  deem  proper.  t 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Colonel  BakiT  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  March  8, 1864, 
Sir  ;  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  statement  furnished  by  one  of 
my  agents,  who  has  been  in  Upper  Canada  for  some  two  months*.    The  state- 
ment can  be  relied  upon  as  being  true  in  every  particular. 
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"  There  is  now  lying  in  Bondean  hartor,  abont  17  miles  from  Cheetbam,  0.  W^ 
a  fore-and-aft  schooner  named  the  Montreal,  commanded  by  one  Captain  Whitby, 
formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  confederate  navy.  She  has  on  board  two  24-poundere, 
a  quantity  of  ammunition,  arms-chests,  cutlasses,  boarding  pikes,  &c.;  she  also 
has  a  crew  of  fourteen  men,  nearly  all  escaped  rebel  prisoners. 

"There  is  also  lying  in  New  creek,  Long  Point  Marsh,  and  about  15  miles 
from  Fort  Stanley,  0.  W.,  a  schooner  named  the  Sjuratoga;  she  has  four 
18-poTmders  on  board  and  is  manned  with  a  crew  of  16  men. 
^  "Both  of  the  yessels  referred  to  are  not  dismantled,  as  is  usual  during  the 
winter  months  in  that  climate,  but  are  kept  in  sailing  condition  at  the  shortest 
notice." 

My  informant  has  mingled  and  talked  freely  with  the  crews  of  these  vessels, 
and  they  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  their  piratical  intentions  as  soon  as  navigation 
is  resumed  in  the  spring. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant* 

L.  0.  BAKER, 
Colanel,  and  Agent  War  Department. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Seward  to  LoM  Lyons. 


Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  11,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  the  despatch  of  the  6th  ultimo,  addressed  to 
your  lordship  by  E.  M.  Archibald,  esq.,  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  in 

Xd  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette,  a  copy  of  which  was 
it  this  department,*  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  s 
communication  from  the  War  Department,  to  which  department  the  matter  was 
referred  for  investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  boi  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Om&ral  Canby  to  Mr.  Seward, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying 
copy  of  reports  received  from  Major  General  John  A.  Dix,  commanding  de- 
partment of  the  east,  to  whom  was  referred  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant, 
enclosing  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  6th  instant  from  the  British  consul  at  New 
York  to  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners,  alleged  BritiBh 
subjects,  in  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  harbor. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brig.  Gen.  Assist.  Adjut.  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

^  The  despatch  above  referred  to  will  be  found  in  the  order  of  its  date  in  this  correspondence. 
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Report  of  Hie  hoard,  of  officer*  convened  at  Fort  Lafayette ,  New  York  harbor, 
February  17,  1864,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  35,  dated  headquarters, 
United  States  troops,  New  York  city  and  harbor.  New  York,  February  16, 
1864,  of  which  thefollowing  is  a  copy  : 

HEADaUARTBRS  UNITED  STATES  TrOOPS, 

New  York  City  and  Harbor,  New  York,  February  16,  1864. 
Special  Orders,  ) 
No.  35.  J 

[Extract.] 

IV.  Pursuant  to  instructiona  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  received  through 
department  headquarters,  dated  February  13, 1864,  the  following  named  officers 
axe  appointed  a  Doard  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  alleged  treatment  of 
British  subjects,  held  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  harbor  : 

Major  George  W.  Wallace,  6th  United  States  infantry ;  Major  Dickenson 
Woodruff,  12th  United  States  infantry ;  First  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Cooper,  8th 
United  States  infantry. 

The  board  will  meet  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  harbor,  Wednesday,  I7th 
,  instant,  at  12. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  Gkneral  Staunard. 

A.  P.  FISK, 
Assistant  AdjtUant  General. 


Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor,  February  17,  1864. 

The  court  convened  pursuant  to  the  above  order. 

Present:  Lieutenant  S.  W-  Cooper,  8th  infantry.    Absent:  Major  George 
W.  Wallace, •6th  infantry ;  Migor  Dickenson  Woodruff,  12th  infantry. 

Owmg  to  the  absence  of  the  above-named  members,  the  board  adjourned 
until  12  o'clock  m.,  Thursdav,  the  18th  instant. 

SIDNEY  W.  COOPEH, 
Lieutenant  Sth  Infantry,  Recorder. 


Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor,  February  18,  1864. 
The  board  reconvened  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Present:  Major  George  W.  Wallace,  6th  infantry;  Major  Dickenson  Wood- 
ruff, 12th  infantry ;  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Cooper,  8th  infantry. 

Pursuant  to  the  above  special  orders.  No.  35,  the  board  proceeded  to  investi- 

Eate  the  alleged  treatment  of  British  subjects  held  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lar 
lyette,  New  York  harbor. 

After  some  deliberation  the  board  decided  to  subpcona  the  prisoners  them- 
selves as  witnesses,  and  record  their  testimony. 

For  this  purpose,  Harry  WiUiam  Rocke,  a  prisoner  and  a  British  sul^ect,  wa& 
first  called  before  the  hosLrd.  Upon  his  appearance  he  was  asked  by  the  presi- 
dent, if  he  was  willing  to  testify  under  oath  before  the  board  in  relation  to  the 
treatment  to  which  he,  together  with  other  prisoners  confined  in  the  same  apart- 
ment, had  been  subject  during  the  period  of  their  incarceration.  He  replied  in 
the  affirmative. 
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The  prisoner  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  recorder,  testified  as  foUowg : 
My  name  is  Harry  William  Rookej  I  am  a  lieutenant  in  the  royal  artillery; 
I  am  just  21  years  old  ;  have  been  in  confinement  seven  weeks ;  I  was  bom  in 
Embleton,  Northumberland  county,  England  ;  I  was  commissioned  as  an  officer 
of  the  British  army,  December  18,  1860;  I  was  confined  in  a  casemate  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  about  twenty-five  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet  wide ;  there  were  eleven 
in  the  room  ;  the  windows  and  the  fireplace  are  the  same  as  in  the  command* 
ing  officer's  quarters  at  Fort  Lafayette,  except  our  casemate  had  one  window 
less;  the  bedsteads  were  arranged  on  hinges  against  the  wall  and  folded  up; 
when  the  beds  were  down,  there  was  an  interval  of  about  two  feet  between 
them ;  there  was  one  small  table  in  the  room ;  there  were  no  chairs  in  the  room 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  which  the  British  consul  sent  me  by  permission  of 
General  Dix.  There  was  one  washstand  and  basin  for  all  the  occupants  of  the 
room.  We  had  one  bathing  tub  for  all  the  occupants  of  two  casemates,  about  twen- 
ty-one in  number,  until  two  or  three  days  ago ;  we  now  have  two.  We  bathed 
at  night,  and  after  one  had  washed,  there  was  no  place  to  throw  out  the  dirtj 
water.  We  were  always  allowed  to  go  out  during  the  day;  we  had  a  small 
space  for  exercise  about  fifteen  feet  wide,  and  thirty-five  feet  long,  between 
the  sentinels'  beat  and  the  walls  of  the  fort.  We  could  exercise  at  all  times 
during  the  day,  from  reveille  until  sunset ;  the  door  of  the  casemate  is  locked 
at  sunset.  We  were  allowed  to  pass  to  the  privies  at  all  times  between  sunrieo 
and  sunset,  under  the  guard  of  a  sentinel ;  wc  were  frequently  detained,  because 
of  the  privies  being  full,  or  for  want  of  sentinels.  We  had  fresh  beef  five  days 
in  the  week ;  we  brought  our  food  ourselves  from  the  kitchen.  The  bean  soup 
was  good  enough.  I'he  coflFee  came  to  us  already  sweetened,  without  milk. 
We  had  hash  occasionally.  I  have  had  provisions  sent  me,  but  they  were 
stopped ;  I  received  one  small  basket  with  apples,  &c.  I  never  had  butter, 
pepper,  mustard,  or  milk,  as  part  of  the  ration.  The  fresh  beef  was  very  bad, 
inferior  in  quality,  and  badly  served  up.  During  the  night  we  had  one  urine 
bucket  in  our  apartment,  which  contained  eleven  prisoners. 

At  this  point  the  examination  closed,  and  the  foregoing  testimony  having 
been  read  to  the  prisoner,  he  was  asked  if  it  was  correct,  to  which  he  replica 
in  the  affirmative. 

Testimony  of  Joseph  Eneas, 

Joseph  Eneas,  a  prisoner  and  a  British  subject,  was  next  called  before  tho 
board  as  a  witness,  and  having  been  asked  if  he  was  willing  to  testify  under 
oath  in  relation  to  the  general  treatment  to  which  he  had  been  subject  during  the 
period  of  his  confinement  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  having  replied  in  the  affi^ 
mative,  he  was  duly  sworn  by  the  recorder,  and  testified  as  follows : . 

My  name  is  Joseph  Eneas ;  I  was  born  at  Harbor  island,  Bahama  islands ;  I 
live  in  Brooklyn ;  I  have  lived  there  (in  Brooklyn)  nearly  twelve  years ;  in  the 
'City  of  Brooklyn,  seven  years;  the  remainder  of  the  time,  partly  in  Brooklyn 
and  partly  in  New  York,  except  when  I  have  made  trips  to  the  West  Indies; 
I  am  39  years  and  some  months  old ;  I  never  voted  in  my  life  in  this  country; 
I  am  a  British  subject ;  I  have  been  confined  in  the  same  room  with  Mr.  Booke. 
There  were  eleven  prisoners  confined  in  the  same  apartment.  I  was  confined 
•January  1,  1864.  There  is  one  iron  bedstead  and  a  mattress  for  each  prisoner, 
also  a  blanket ;  some  have  more  than  one  blanket ;  we  might  have  had  more 
^blankets  if  we  had  desired  them.  The  beds  folded  up  against  the  wall ;  when 
they  are  opened  out,  there  is  an  interval  of  about  eighteen  inches  between  them. 
There  Wiere  no  chairs  in  this  room  when  I  came  here.  The  British  consul  sent 
one  to  Mr.  Booke  about  two  weeks  ago..  We  had  one  broken  washstand  and  tin 
basin  for  washing  for  all  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  apartment.  We  hare 
one  bathing  tub  for  our  apartment  and  the  adjoining  one»  containing  about  the 
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same  number  of  prisoaers.  This  has  boen  so  constantlj  in  use  since  I  have 
been  here,  that  I  have  been  able  to  use  it  but  once.  There  is  no  screen, 
therefore  I  would  onlj  use  it  at  night ;  at  night  we  could  not  throw  out  the 
dirty  water;  we  could  do  so  during  the  day,  and  wo  always  had  a  plenty  of 
fiesh  water;  sometimes  wo  had  a  whole  candle,  and  sometimes  only  half  a  one. 
We  had  no  candlestick,  and  never  asked  for  any.  We  go  to  the  privy  in  squads 
of  six  or  seven  under  guard,  and  have  to  wait  our  turn.  The  privy  will  not 
Ai^commodate  more  than  seven  or  eight  at  a  turn.  The  food  is  very  bad.  We 
have. fresh  beef  about  six  times  during  the  week;  but  it  is  of  very  bad  quality, 
being  tough  and  gristly.  We  have  bean  soup  daily,  but  it  is  not  good ;  it  is 
loo  watery — no  beans  in  it.  Wc  have  plenty  of  good  bread.  I  have  never  seen 
any  boiled  potatoes,  and  never  any  at  all  except  what  is  contained  in  the  stews 
in  the  morning.  1  have  never  seen  any  other  vegetables  of  any  kind.  I  have 
had  supplies  sent  to  me,  but  have  only  received  some  oysters  in  the  can  brought 
me  by  my  brother.  My  friends  have  sent  me  cake,  &c.,  but  they  would  not 
allow  it  to  go  to  my  room ;  I  was  permitted  to  eat  it  in  the  oflBcers*  room.  I 
had  an  orange  and  an  apple  sent  me  by  my  children,  but  they  were  token  out 
of  the  valise,  and  I  did  not  get  them. 

At  this  point  the  testimony  closed,  and  the  foregoing  evidence  having  been 
read  to  the  prisoner,  he  was  asked  if  it  was  correct,  to  which  he  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  hour  having  arrived  for  adjournment.  Majors  Wallace  and  Woodruff 
stated  to  the  board,  in  relation  to  their  absence  on  the  day  appointed  for  the 
board  to  convene,  that  owing  to  the  prevailing  storm,  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  reach  Fort  Lafayette. 

The  court  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  a.  m.,  Friday,  February  19. 

Lieut.  W.  COOPER, 
Lieutenant  Qth  Infantry,  Recorder. 


Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor,  February  19,  1864. 

The  board  re- convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Major  George  W.  Wallace,  6th  infantry  ;  Major  Dickenson  Wood- 
ruff, 12th  infantry  ;  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Cooper,  8th  infantry. 

The  proceedings  of  the  previous  day  having  been  read,  the  board  proceeded 
with  the  investigation. 

Testimony  of  Lewis  Benjamin. 

Lewis  Benjamin,  a  prisoner,  was  next  called  before  the  board  as  a  witness, 
and  having  been  askea  if  he  was  willing  to  testify  under  oath  in  relation  to  the 
treatment  to  which  he  had  been  subject  during  the  period  of  his  confinement  in 
Fort  Lafayette,  and  having  replied  in  the  affirmative,  he  was  duly  sworn  by  the 
recorder,  and  testified  as  follows  :  My  name  is  Lewis  Benjamin.  I  was  bom 
in  London,  England.  I  am  a  resident  of  New  York  city,  and  have  been  since 
1852 — on  and  off  since  1842.  I  have  voted  in  New  York  city,  and  do  not 
claim  to.be  a  British  subject.  1  do  not  think  the  casemates  are  overcrowded 
for  healthy  persons.  There  are  ten  in  the  room  in  which  I  am  confined.  We 
have  had  rice  and  potatoes  served  to  us  twice  since  I  have  been  here.  The 
coffee  is  very  bitter.  There  is  no  coffee  in  it.  It  is  imperfectly  sweetened,  and 
we  have  no  milk.  The  fresh  beef  is  very  bad — ^very  tough.  We  get  it^nearly 
every  day.  The  bean  soup  is  not  good.  At  first  the  beans  were  rotten?  The 
bread  is  good,  and  we  have  plenty  of  it.  We  have  iron  bedsteads  which  fold 
up— one  for  each  person— with  mattress  and  blanket.  The  privies  are  filthy 
and  dir^,  and  I  have  frequently  been  compelled  to  wait  half  an  hoar.    We 
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have  no  bathing  tub  in  our  room.  I  bongbt  a  tin  foot-tnb  for  my  own  use. 
We  have  a  small  space  for  exercise  between  the  eentries'  beat  and  the  wall 
The  great  deprivation  is  sunlight  and  air.  We  have  candles  every  night  We 
made  a  complaint  at  first  and  requested  permission  to  buy  candles,  but  the  offi- 
cers sent  us  five  or  ten  pounds.  I  am  confined  in  casemate  No.  3.  I  have  had 
provisions  sent  me,  but  I  was  not  permitted  to  receive  them.  My  wife  applied 
to  headquarters  for  permission  to  bring  me  certain  articles  of  food.  They  in- 
formed her  that  there  was  no  objection  to  my  receiving  them.  She  broagbt 
them  down  on  Sunday,  and  being  unable  to  cross,  sent  them  to  me.  I  applied 
to  the  officer  of  the  day  on  Monday,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  them.  The  next  day  I  received  a  note  from  the  officer  of  the  day,  say- 
ing, that  upon  consultation  with  the  post  surgeon  he  had  learned  t&at  it  was  in- 
compatible with  existing  regulations  that  I  should  receive  them. 

At  this  point  the  examination  closed,  and  having  heard  the  foregoing  testi- 
mony read,  the  prisoner  was  asked  if  it  was  correct,  to  which  he  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

Testimony  qf  Dr.  Qibson^  Acting  AstittaiU  Surgeon, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Gibson  was  next  called  before  the  board  as  a  wit- 
ness, and,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  recorder,  testified  as  follows :  I  hare 
been  stationed  at  this  post  nearly  four  weeks.  My  duties  have  been  exclusively 
hospital  duties.  I  should  not  think  that  eleven  prisoners  would  be  an  excess  in 
one  of  these  casemates.  I  think  the  prisoners  nave  had  sufficient  exerdse  for 
all  purposes  of  health.  I  have  never  round  any  disease,  in  my  experience  here, 
resulting  from  their  confinement  or  treatment.  The  condition  of  the  prisoners 
is  good.     I  have  known  but  one  instance  here  of  a  man  suffering  for  want  of 

E roper  food.  1  have  reported  his  case.  He  has  been  receiving  provisions  fifom 
is  friends  from  time  to  time.  The  prisoner  Benjamin  has  never  applied  to  me 
for  medical  treatment.  I  have  refused  provisions  to  be  sent  to  him«  not  knowing 
anything  of  his  case. 

At  this  pomt  the  examination  closed,  and  the  foregoing  testimony  was  read 
to  the  witness,  and  having  asked  if  it  were  correct,  he  replied  in  the  affirmatire. 

Testimony  of  Lieutennnt  Stanley^  lOtA  Infantry,  Post  Adjniant. 

Lieut.  Stanley,  10th  infantry,  post  adjutant,  was  next  called  as  a  witness  before 
the  board,  and,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  the  recorder,  testified  as  follows: 

I  have  been  post  adjutant  since  November  8, 1863.  The  Secretary  of  War  has 
prohibited  any  provisions  being  sent  to  the  prisoners.  The  post  surgeon  has  per- 
mission ^by  Gen.  Di^'s  instruction)  to  pass  in  provisions  for  the  sick.  It  is  the 
duty  of  tne  officer  of  the  day  to  examine  the  food.  The  garrison  and  the  prisoners 
all  have  the  same  food,  and  cooked  the  same,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  in  the  same  utensils.  They  have  the  same  coffee,  the  same  bean  soup,  same 
beef,  and  the  same  pork.    The  food  is  prepared  by  details  of  soldiers  fiK>m  the 

rrrison.  They  are  allowed  to  go  to  the  mess-room  and  eat  their  food.  The  coffee 
the  same  as  is  issued  all  through  the  army  as  a  part  of  the  ration — inferior,  in 
my  opinion.  The  fresh  beef  is  of  good  quality.  Potatoes  are  issued  twice  in 
ten  days  by  the  ration  table.  They  are  mmished  freauently  with  boiled  rice. 
No  other  vegetables  are  ever  given  to  the  prisoners.  The  food  is  examined  by 
me  once  a  month  as  acting  inspector  general,  and  reported  upon  by  me.  This 
inspecfion  embraces  everything.  The  food  is  properly  cooked  and  in  a  cleanly 
manner.  The  beef  is  composed  equally  of  "fore"  and  "hind"  quarters.  It  ii 
as  good  as  I  have  purchased  in  the  market  for  my  own  mess.  I  have  eaten 
this  beef  myself.    The  sugar  and  beans  are  of  the  first  quality.    A  reqoisitioB 
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was  made  in  January  for  furniture,  1)iit  it  has  not  been  filled.  Another  reqni- 
sition  was  made  a  few  days  ago.  The  prisoners  have  plenty  of  fuel.  They 
have  stoves  in  the  large  casemates,  and  grates  in  the  small  ones.  They  have 
the  regular  ration  of  candles.  Tubs  for  bathing  are  famished  the  prisoners,  as 
many  as  they  have  room  for.  A  candle  is  never  cut.  We  always  issue  whole 
oned  to  the  different  casemates.  There  is  one  wash-basin  and  one  wash-stand 
in  each  casemate.  The  prisoners  are  furnished  with  mattresses,  sheets,  pillows, 
{^low-cases,  and  blankets  by  the  government.  Prisoners  go  to  the  privies  in 
squads  of  seven  or  eight  at  a  time  whenever  they  wish,  under  guard.     The 

P ivies  are  always  kept  clean.  I  frequently  make  inspection,  and  always,  when 
am  officer  of  the  dav.  1  inspect  both  the  provisions  and  the  quarters.  The 
prisoners  are  furnished  with  corn-brooms  and  water  buckets.  Tney  may  have 
their  clothes  sent  out  or  washed  in  the  garrison.  There  is  no  distinction  made 
between  British  subjects  and  other  prisoners.  They  are  all  treated  alike.  By 
direction  of  the  commanding  officer,  I  requested  any  seven  prisoners  in  "No. 
6,"  which  held  twenty-seven  in  all,  to  remove,  if  they  pleased,  to  '*No.  6," 
which  had  but  eleven  in  it;  thev  all  refused,  saying  they  were  very  com- 
fortable. The  bedsteads  are  sinde  iron  bedsteads,  furnished  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  casemates  in  which  British  subjects  are  confined  are  not  so  much 
crowded  as  the  other  casemates.  I  have  purchased  the  same  beans  and  the 
same  sugar  for  my  mess  as  are  issued  to  the  prisoners.  The  prisoners  and  sol- 
diers eat  separately— they  alternate  in  eating  first. 

At  this  point  the  examination  closed.  The  foregoing  evidence  having  been 
read  to  the  witness,  and  having  been  asked  if  it  was  correct,  he  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  court  then  adjourned  imtil  to-morrow,  (Saturday,  the  20th  instant,)  at 
11  o'clock. 

SIDNEY  W.  COOPER, 
Lieutenant  Sth  InfaJitry,  Recorder. 


FoBT  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor,  February  20,  1864. 

The  board  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Major  George  W.  Wallace,  6th  infantry ;  Major  Dickenson  Wood- 
ruff, 12th  infimtry ;  lieutenant  S.  W.  Cooper,  Sth  infantry. 

Tatimony  of  LietUenani  C.  8  Robvrtiou,  IM  Ii^anttff. 

Lieutenant  C  S.  Robertson,  10th  in&ntry,  was  next  called  before  the  board 
18  a  witness,  and,  having  been  duly  sworn  oy  the  recorder,  testified  as  follows : 

I  have  been  post  quartermaster  at  Fort  Lafayette  since  the  2lBt  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863.  1  am  also  commissary  of  subsistence  at  the  post.  There  have 
nev^r  been  any  complaints  made  to  the  officers  of  the  post,  nor  to  me  as  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  bv  the  prisoners  in  relation  to  their  food. 

The  coffee  issued  to  the  prisoners  is  the  same  as  is  issued  throughout  the 
army  as  a  part  of  the  ration.  It  comes  from  Colonel  Eaton,  assistant  commis- 
sary general  at  New  York.  The  fresh  beef  issued  to  the  prisoners  is  the  same 
as  is  issued  to  the  garrison  six  days  during  the  week.  The  seventh  day  they 
have  salt  beef  or  pork.  The  bean  soup  is  the  same  that  the  garrison  have,  as 
fine  soup  as  I  have  ever  seen  made  for  a  company.  We  issue  thirty  pounds  of 
potatoes  to  every  one  hundred  rations.  The  prisoners  have  boiled  rice  and 
molasses  twice  a  week.  If  they  do  not  choose  to  have  rice  and  molasses  they 
may  have  molasses  and  bread.  There  is  always  a  plenty  of  bread,  more  than 
they  can  use,  and  of  excellent  quality. 
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The  number  of  prisoners  in  tlie  casemates  has  been  equalized  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. Each  prisoner  has  a  bunk,  mattress,  pillow,  pillow-cases,  sheets,  and  thrc» 
blankets.  There  is  alwajs  a  plenty  of  fuel,  and  fires  are  kept  up  night  and 
day ;  the  prisoners  are  supplied  with  a  whole  candle  in  each  room  every  night. 
There  is  a  wash-basin  and  stand  in  each  room.  They  might  have  had  more 
wash-basins  and  stands  if  they  had  applied  for  them.  There  is  one  bathing 
tub  in  each  casemate,  and  there  may  be  more  if  it  is  necessary.  There  is  always 
a  plenty  of  fresh  water.  The  large  privy  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  prisoners 
using  one  half  and  the  garrison  tbe  other.  A  sentinel  is  placed  over  it,  and  it 
is  his  duty  to  cause  all  parties  entering  it  to  preserve  cleanliness.  Prisoners 
are  permitted  to  walk  in  front  of  their  rooms.  In  my  opinion  the  casemates  in 
which  the  British  subjects  are  confined  are  not  over-crowded.  I  have  made 
requisitions  for  furniture  upon  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  and  they  have 
not  been  filled.  The  casemates  in  which  the  British  subjects  are  confined  are 
less  crowded  than  those  in  which  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison  live. 

At  this  point  the  examination  closed,  and  the  foregoing  testimony  waa  read 
to  the  witness,  and  having  been  asked  if  it  was  correct  he  replied  in  the  affirmattre. 
The  court  then  adjourned  until  12  o'clock,  Monday,  the  22d  instant. 


Fort  Lafaybttb, 
New  York  Harbor,  February  22,  1864. 

The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Present :  Major  George  W.  Wallace,  6th  infantry ;  Major  Dickenson  Wood- 
ruflF,  12th  infantry ;  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Cooper,  8th  infantry. 

After  some  deliberation,  accompanied  by  the  officer  of  yesterday,  the  board 
made  a  careful  and  thorough  inspection  of  the  food  served  to  the  prisoners,  and 
of  the  quarters  in  which  they  were  confined.  The  casemates  were  clean  and 
apparently  comfortable,  and  the  food  of  the  best  quality,  neatly  prepared  and 
palatable.  The  board  directed  the  recorder  to  prepare  a  report  upon  the  evi- 
dence adduced,  to  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  boam  on  the  morrow ; 
and  there  being  no  further  business,  the  board  adjourned  until  12  o'clock  Toes- 
day,  the  23d  instant. 

Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor,  February  23,  1864. 
The  board  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Major  George  W.  Wallace,  6th  infantry ;  Major  Dickenson  Wood- 
ruflF,  12th  infantry ;  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Cooper,  8th  infantry. 

The  recorder  submitted  his  report  to  the  board,  and,  after  some  modifications, 
it  was  adopted ;  and  there  being  no  further  business,  the  board  adjourned  sine  die. 

GEORGE  W.  WALLACE, 
Major  6(A  United  States  Infantry,  President  Board, 
Sidney  W.  Cooper, 

Lieutenant  Sth  Infantry,  Recorder. 


Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor,  February  23,  1864. 
The  board  convened  pursuant  to  the  above  special  orders,  and  having  con- 
tinued its  labors  from  day  to  day,  after  a  most  careful  and  thorough  invoetiga* 
tion,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
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1.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  has  prohibited  any  provisions  or  supplies  being 
sent  to  the  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  but,  by  construction  of  Major 
General  Dix,  commanding  department  of  the  east,  the  post  surgeon  is  author- 
ized to  receive  food  and  supplies  for  such  prisoners  as  may  require  a  change  of 
diet. 

2.  That  the  casemates  in  which  the  British  subjects  are  confined  are  much 
less  crowded  than  those  in  which  persons  of  a  different  character  are  incarcerated, 
or  those  in  which  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison  live;  that  eleven  prisoners  is  not  an 
excess  in  one  of  these  casemates ;  that  the  prisoners  have  sufficient  exercise  in 
the  open  air  for  all  purposes  of  health ;  that  the  prisoners  are  in  excellent  physi- 
cal condition,  and  that,  according  to  the  report  of  the  post  surgeon  at  Fort  Lafayette, 
there  has  not  been,  nor  does  there  exist  now,  any  disease  which  is  the  direct  or 
indirect  result  of  the  treatment  to  which  the  prisoners  have  been  subject. 

3.  That  each  prisoner  is  furnished  with  an  iron  bedstead,  which  folds  up  dur- 
ing the  day,  and  when  let  down  at  night  leaves  an  interval  between  that  and 
the  adjoining  one  of  about  two  feet ;  that  each  prisoner  is  supplied  by  the  govern- 
ment with  a  mattress,  (hair  or  straw,)  sheets,  pillows,  pillow-cases,  and  three 
blankets,  and  that  when  the  door  is  closed  at  night  the  ventilation  is  sufficient 
for  all  purposes  of  health. 

4.  That  if  deficiencies  exist  in  the  matter  of  chairs  and  tables,  requisitions  have 
been  twice  made  upon  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  and  forwarded,  but  up 
to  the  present  time  have  not  been  filled. 

5.  That  each  casemate  is  supplied  with  a  bathing  tub,  and  the  occupants  may 
have  more  if  they  so  desire ;  and  that  the  prisoners  have  a  constant  and  abun- 
dant supply  of  fresh  water  during  the  day  for  bathing  purposes. 

6.  That  the  privies  used  by  the  prisoners  are  constructed  similarly  to  those 
used  by  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  and  from  necessity  extend  over  the  water. 
That  a  sentinel  is  placed  over  them,  who  is  instructed  to  enforce  cleanliness  in 
their  use ;  that  they  are  kept  clean  ;  that  the  prisoners  are  permitted  to  visit  the 
privies  in  squads  of  six  or  seven  under  guard  of  a  sentinel,  from  reveille 
until  sunset,  when  the  doors  of  their  apartments  are  closed ;  and  that  a  tub  is 
placed  inside  the  casemate  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  during  the  night. 

7.  That  the  soldiers  composing  the  garrison  and  the  prisoners  in  the  fort  are 
all  supplied  with  the  same  articles  of  food ;  that  this  food  is  cooked  at  the  same  time, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  same  utensils ;  that  it  is  prepared  by  details  of 
soldiers  composing  the  garrison;  that  the  coffee  is  the  same  as  is  issued  all  through 
the  army  as  a  part  of  the  ration ;  that  the  fresh  beef,  which  is  supplied  six  days 
during  the  week,  is  of  excellent  quality ;  that  the  bean  soup  is  such  as  is  made 
by  every  company  in  the  army ;  tnat  potatoes  are  served  out,  30  pounds  to  every 
hundred  rations ;  that  the  bread  is  of  superior  quality,  and  supplied  in  abun- 
dance ;  that  rice  and  molasses  are  frequently  furnished ;  that  the  regular  ration 
of  candles  is  furnished,  and  in  no  instance  is  a  candle  cut  in  half;  that  the  prisoners 
alternate  with  the  soldiers  of  the  gamson  in  going  first  to  meals ;  that  the  food 
and  quarters  are  daily  inspected  by  the  officer  of  the  day,  and  once  a  month 
by  the  post  adjutant,  as  acting  inspector  general,  and  reported  upon,  and  fre- 
quently at  other  times. 

We  have  the  honor  to  state  that  every  facility  was  afforded  the  board  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  Fort  Lafayette  for  prosecuting  this  investigation. 

Accompanied  by  the  officers  of  the  day,  the  officers  of  the  board  made  a  careful 
and  thorough  inspection  of  the  food  furnished  the  prisoners,  and  of  the  casemates 
in  which  they  are  confined. 

GEORGE  W.  WALLACE. 
Major  6ih  U,  S.  InfarUry^  President  of  the  Board, 
Sidney  W.  Cooper, 

Lieutenant  Bth  Infantry^  Recorder, 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

Washington,  March  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  day  before  yesterday, 
respecting  two  schooners  now  lying  in  Canadian  waters  nnder  circumstances 
which  are  held  to  be  suspicious. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have,  without  loss  of  time,  brought  die 
matter  to  the  notice  of  the  governor  general  of  the  province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedieat, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  March  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  received  frpm  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  transmittiDg  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  his  excellency  by  Mr.  White,  an  extensive  breeder 
of  cattle,  requesting  that  the  United  States  government,  will  so  far  relax  the 
order  against  the  exportation  of  live  stock  as  to  enable  him  to  take  into  Canada 
a  bull  lately  purchased  by  him  in  the  United  States. 

2  I  venture  to  express  a  hope  that  the  governor  general's  request  in  favor  of 
Mr.  White  may  be  taken  into  favorable  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Quebec,  March  8,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Ur. 
White,  member  of  the  provincial  parliament,  requesting  me  to  endeavor,  through 
your  excellency,  to  obtain  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  relaw- 
tion  of  the  order  against  the  exportation  of  live  stock  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
bring  into  this  province  a  bull  which  he  has  lately  purchased  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  White  is  an  extensive  breeder  of  valuable  cattle,  and  the  bull  which  is 
the  subject  of  the  present  application  is  sought  to  be  imported  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  blood  of  Mr.  White's  herd. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  trust  that  the  United  States  government  will 
not  object  to  the  relaxation  of  the  rule  in  the  present  instance. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 

Lord  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^. 
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iff.  White  to  his  EzeeUency  the  Governor  Oeneral  of  Canada^ 

QuBBEO,  March  5,  1864. 

My  LdRD:  I  purchased  a  bull  from  James  0.  Sheldon,  esq.,  of  Geneva, 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  my  stock  of  short-horns,  and  find, 
by  an  order  issued  to  the  collectors  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  that  they  have  re- 
ceived imperative  instructions  from  the  authorities  at  Washington,  restraining 
the  exportation  of  live  stock  as  contraband  of  war. 

My  object  in  addressing  you  is  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a'  relaxation  of 
that  order  so  far  as  relates  to  the  animal  purchased  from  Mr.  Sheldon. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  WHITE. 

His  Excellency  the  Govbbnor  General,  Sfc.f  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


.  Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Memorandum,  leceiTed  March  15»  1864.] 

Communications  from  various  parts  of  the  province  have  been  addressed  to 
the  government  of  Canada,  complaining  of  the  injurious  operation  of  the  orders 
issued  some  time  ago  by  the  federal  government,  prohibiting  the  exportation 
from  the  United  States  of  live  stock  and  anthracite  coal. 

By  the  order  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  "  live  stock,"  the  slaughtering  of 
animals  from  the  United  States  in  Canada  is  prevented,  but  no  restraint  what- 
ever is  placed  upon  the  exportation  of  the  flesh  of  these  animals,  either  cured  or 
in  the  carcass.  Heretofore  a  considerable  quantity  of  bacon  from  American 
hogs  has  been  cured  in  Canada  with  special  reference  to  its  adaptation  to  the 
English  market.  This  traffic,  advantageous  alike  to  the  American  grower  and 
the  Canadian  buyer,  is  suppressed,  without  accomplishing  in  any  degree  the 
professed  object  of  the  restriction.  If  a  short  supply  of  animal  food  for  the  use 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  were  apprehended,  so  grave  a  danger  could 
hardly  be  averted  by  simply  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  live  animals  while 
permitting  the  unlimited  exportation  of  the  meat  of  the  same  animals  if  slaugh- 
tered within  American  territory.  Although  the  restriction  respecting  anthracite 
coal  presents  no  such  anomaly  as  that  just  adverted  to,  it  is  productive  of  far 
greater  inconvenience  to  the  people  of  Canada  than  the  othei*  regulation.  There 
are  scattered  through  the  western  part  of  the  province  numerous  iron  foundries 
and  other  factories  which  have  heretofore  been  wholly  supplied  with  fuel  from 
the  United  States,  consisting  mainly  of  anthracite  coal.  The  sudden  and  unex- 
pected stoppage  of  the  usual  supply  of  fuel  must  be  productive  of  the  most  dis- 
astrous consequences  to  the  innocent  owners  of  these  establishments,  who,  of 
course,  relied  on  the  continuance  of  the  ordinary  freedom  of  commercial  inter- 
course so  long  as  relations  of  amity  subsisted  between  the  governments  of  the 
two  countries. 

The  prohibition  is  believed  to  have  been  solely  designed  to  prevent  American 
coal  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  or  being 
used  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States,  neither  of  which  consequences 
would  be  likely  to  flow  from  the  exportation  of  coal  to  Canada,  at  points  so 
remote  from  the  sea  as  to  preclude  the  probability,  if  not  the  possibility,  of  any 
intercourse  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

The  enforcement  of  these  prohibitive  regulations  is  entailing  not  only  great 
inconvenience,  but  serious  positive  loss  on  a  good  many  people  in  Canada,  and 
it  is  Ifelievcd  that  it  might  be  made  apparent  to  the  United  States  government 
that  no  military  object  is  gained  by  maintaining  the  application  of  them  to  that 
province 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  16,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
9th  instant,  relative  to  a  quantity  of  coal  taken  from  Angra  Peqacna  by  the 
United  States  steamer  Vanderbilt,  which  coal  is  claimed  as  the  property  of 
Messrs.  William  Anderson  Saxon  &  Co.,  British  merchants. 

Upon  inquiry  at  the  Navy  Department  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  Van- 
t  dcrbilt  did  take  on  board  a  quantity  of  coal  at  the  place,  which,  as  it  had  noto- 
riously been  sent  thither  to  supply  the  insurgent  steamer  Alabama,  there  was 
every  reason  to  suppose  was  insurgent  property.  If,  however,  the  claimants 
will  show  that  it  was  sent  for  a  different  purpose,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact*  it 
was  their  property,  a  fair  price  will  be  paid  for  the  article. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Depabtmknt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  16,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  13th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  course  adopted  by  your  lordship 
concerning  the  representation  made  in  my  note  of  the  11th  instant  as  to  rcportea 
piratical  designs  of  the  insurgents  in  connexion  with  the  schooners  Montreal 
and  Saratoga  in  Canadian  waters,  and  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  prompt 
proceedings  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAKD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  rfc,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  17,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  recur  to  your  note  of  the  15th  ultimo,  enclos- 
ing extracts  from  despatches  addressed  to  your  lordship,  on  the  9th  and  10th  of 
the  same  month,  by  Mr.  Archibald,  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  in  regard 
to  the  restrictions  imposed  on  the  exportation  of  merchandise,  more  especially  of 
breadstuffs  and  provisions,  from  that  port  to  places  within  the  Queen's  aominions, 
and  expressing  a  hope  that  some  measures  will  be  taken,  without  delay,  to 
remedy,  or  at  least  to  mitigate,  the  alleged  grievance  set  forth  by  Mr.  Archibald. 

Having  submitted  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  whom  a  copy  of  your  note,  and  of  its  accompaniments,  was  comma- 
nicated,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that,  by  the  act  of  May  20, 
18G2,  (Laws  XIII,  p.  404,)  it  is  provided  "  that  whenever  a  permit  or  clearance 
is  granted  for  either  a  foreign  or  domestic  port,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector 
granting  the  same,  if  he  shall  deem  it  necessary  under  the  circumstances  pf  the 
case,  to  require  a  bond  to  be  executed  by  the  master  or  owner  of  a  vessel,  in  a 
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penalty  eqnal  to  the  value  of  the  car?o,  and  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
wi  collector,  that  the  said  cargo  shaU  be  delivered  at  the  destination  for  which 
it  is  cleared,  or  permitted,  and  that  no  part  thereof  shall  be  used  in  affording  aid 
or  comfort  to  any  person  or  parties  in  insurrection  against  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States."  And  in  accordance  with  said  provisions  of  law,  bonds  have  been 
required,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy.  It  appears  that  the 
houses  known  as  Messrs.  Hunter  &  Go.  and  Smithers  &  Go.  complain  that  the 
collector  has  made  the  penalty  of  their  bonds  double  the  amount  of  the  shipment. 
In  this  he  is  believed  to  have  exceeded  the  requirements  of  the  act  above  cited, 
and  he  has  been  so  informed.  Bonds  are  not  required  by  law  of  all  parties. 
Firms  whose  high  standing  for  worth  and  loyalty  place  them  above  all  suspicion 
may,  if  the  collector  so  please,  make  their  shipments  without  a  bond ;  but  of  this 
the  collector  is  the  judge,  and  while  the  law  stands  as  it  does,  it  is  not  seen  how 
he  can  be  controUea  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  with  which  he  is  charged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^c,  ifc. 


Enow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we, ,  are  held  and  firmly 

bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  sum  of dollars,  lawful 

money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  States  of 
America,  or  their  assigns ;  for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  ana  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals.    Dated  the day  of ,  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  sixty-three. 

Now  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  as  follows :  Whereas , 

about  to  ship  from  the  port  of  New  York  to ,  in  the  vessel  called  the , 

certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  enumerated  in  the  manifest  or 

invoice  of  said :  Now,  if  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  shall  be 

delivered  at aforesaid,  and  bliall  not  be  transported  to  any  place  under 

insurrectiomary  control,  and  shall  not,  in  any  way,  be  used  to  give  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  insurgents,  with  or  by  the  consent,  pei-mission,  or  connivance  of  the  owners, 
shippers,  carriers,  or  consignees  thereof,  ,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ; 

otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss  .• 

On  this day  of ,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me  personally  appeared 

the  within  named ,  to  me  known  to  be  the  persons  described  in 

and  who  executed  the  foregoing  bond,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they 
executed  the  satne. 

,  Notary  Public. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  March  18,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  the  correspondence  vhich  has  taken  place  be- 
tween your  lordship  and  this  department  on  the  subject  of  the  exportation  of 
live  stock  and  anthracite  coal  from  the  United  States  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
possessions  in  this  vicinity,  I  have  to  remark,  that  the  temporary  restrictions 
36  c 
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which  it  has  been  deemed  neceesarj  to  place  upon  that  trade  have  not  been 
occasioned  by  any  unfriendly  spirit  towards  her  Majesty's  government,  or  towarda 
British  subjects.  The  measure  has  been  adopted  after  due  deliberation,  and  has 
been  dictated  by  public  exigencies  growing  out  of  the  present  civil  war.  These 
have  produced  an  extraordinary  demand  for  fresh  meat,  for  the  military  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States ;  a  demand  which  has  created  a  comparative 
scarcity  of  that  article,  and  a  corresponding  advance  in  its  price.  It  has  been 
deemea  expedient  to  check  that  scarcity  and  that  advance,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
done,  by  a  restriction  upon  the  exportation.  I'he  same  consideration  has  ruled 
in  the  case  of  anthracite  coal.  With  reference  to  this  article,  however,  another 
element  has  measurably,  at  least,  influenced  the  policy  of  this  government, 
namely,  the  notorious  fact  that  fuel  of  that  character  is,  for  obvious  reasons, 
prefenred  by  blockade-runners,  who,  before  the  restriction  went  into  effect,  were 
in  the  habit  of  supplying  themselves  with  the  article  at  those  ports  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's possessions  near  us,  which,  ever  since  the  spring  of  1861,  they  have  made 
the  bases  of  their  operations. 

It  is  confidently  hoped,  therefore,  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  see  that 
the  measure  complained  of  has  been  actuated  by  the  high  motive  of  aelf-preser- 
vation,  and  by  no  want  of  due  sympathy  for  those  residents  of  the  adjacent  Brit- 
ish folonies  to  whom  it  may  occasion  t^nporary  inconvenience. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons, 

Uepartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  19,  1364 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  recur  to  your  two  notes  of  the  5th  instunt, 
one  of  which  relates  to  the  detention  of  three  of  the  crew  of  the  British  schooner 
Sallie,  in  jail  at  New  York,  and  the  other  to  that  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the 
British  schooner  Sylvanus,  at  Fort  Lafayette,  and  to  inform  your  lordship  that, 
at  the  recommendation  of  this  department,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed 
their  discharge  from  custody. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  tfc„  ifc.,  tfc. 


Mr.  Seward  tp  Lord  Lyons. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  21,  1864. 
If Y  Lord  :  lids  department  has  information  to  the  effect  that  some  of  the 
parties  who  were  concerned  in  the  puatical  capture  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake, 
belonginK  to  the  mercantile  marine  of  tins  •ountiy,  who  took  refoge  in  the  prov 
ince  of  New  Bmnswick  or  Nova  Scotia,  and  whose  extradition  was  requested  in 
my  note  to  you  of  the  20tfa  of  December  last,  were  ordered  by  the  magistrate 
b^ore  whom  they  were  brought  to  be  delivered  up,  pursuant  to  the  requisition. 
The  prisoners,  however,  applied  to  a  judge  for  a  habeas  corpus,  wmch  was 
granted,  and  they  were  released  by  his  order,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  an  opinioa 
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a  copj  of  which  has  been  received.  The  reasona  referred  to  seem  to  be  so  erro- 
neous and  inconclosive,  and  so  much  at  variance  with  the  intentions  of  the  par- 
ties to  the  treaty  of  Washington,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  proceeding  adverted 
to  msLj  not  be  final  in  regaid  to  the  persons  to  whom  it  relates.  Awaiting, 
however,  the  result  of  anj  farther  proceedings  which  may  take  place  upon  the 
subject,  it  will  be  reserved  with  reference  to  a  farther  communication  to  yon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration*  my  lord,  yomr  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lynns. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WashimgUm,  March  21,  1864. 
Hv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  Commander  Ro- 
lando is  supposed  to  be  on  his  way  north,  and  that  when  he  arrives,  inquiry  will 
be  made  of  nim  in  regard  to  the  authenticity  of  the  intercepted  letter,  a  copy  o{ 
which  accompanied  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Sir 
William  Peel. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser* 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c,,  ^.,  i(c. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  March  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on 
the  23d  of  December  last,  and  to  the  answer  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  make 
to  it,  on  the  20th  of  January  last,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you,  with  this  note, 
a  box  which  has  been  sent  to  me  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  which  con- 
tains one  of  the  cannon  balls  fired  at  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  by  the  United 
States  ship  Rhode  Island,  together  with  the  piece  of  iron  struck  by  it. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, I  take  this  opjportunity  of  pressing  the  United  States  government  for 
a  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie  and  of  expressing  the  regret 
of  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  case  has  not  already  oeen  satis£Bictorily 
disposed  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  tfc^  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  22,  1864. 

U  Y  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday relative  to  the  case  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  of  the  box  referred 
to  therein. 
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Yonr  lordship  informs  me  that,  in  pnrsnance  of  instructions  from  her  Majesty's 
goremment,  jou  take  the  opportunity  of  pressing  the  United  States  govenh 
ment  for  a  decision  in  this  case,  and  of  expressing  the  regret  of  her  Majesty's 
government  that  it  has  not  ahready  been  satisfEustorilj  disposed  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship,  in  reply,  that  I  cannot  admit  that 
th.et%  has  been  inattention,  or  other  than  unaToidable  delay.  A  copy  of  yoa 
note,  and  the  box  which  accompanied  it,  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  for  his  attention  in  connexion  with  nil  the  testimony  which  h^ 
been  adduced  concerning  the  affidr. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he^  with  high  consideration,  mj  lord,  your  obedient  8e^ 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAID. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ijfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

WashingUm,  March  22,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copv  of  a  letter  of  the  16tli 
instant,  and  of  the  accompanying  affidavit,  addressed  to  this  department  bj 
Messrs.  Haidy  &  Hardy,  of  Brantford,  Canada  West,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
alleged  abduction  of  Ira  Lee  and  Oeoree  Cooper  from  United  States  territoi/ 
by  a  Canadian  constable.  It  is  desirable  that  the  case  should  receive  due  in- 
vestigation, and  that  proper  amends  should  be  made,  if  the  facts  should  torn  oat 
to  be  as  set  forth  in  the  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser 
vant, 

WILLLAM  H,  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  igc. 


Messrs,  Haiijf  tf  Hardjf  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

Brantpord,  Canada  West,  March  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  We  are  instructed,  on  behalf  of  Ira  Lee  and  George  Cooper,  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  to  represent  to  the  American  government  die  following  fiuus 
and  circumstances : 

That  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  came  to  Canada  a  few  montbs 
since.  They  left  Canada  in  February  last  and  proceeded  to  Tonawanda,  in  New 
York  State.  While  sleeping  at  a  hotel  in  the  village  they  were  arrested  bj 
the  American  authorities  of  the  place,  on  a  charge  of  stealing  horses  at  the 
town  of  Paris,  and  county  of  Brant,  in  this  province,  and,  by  a  policenuin  or 
constable,  handed  over  to  a  constable  by  the  name  of  Oardiner,  trom  Canada* 
who  handcuffed  them  and  brought  them  against  their  will  to  Canada.  This 
without  an  investigation  before  on  American  justice  of  the  peace,  and  ¥nthoiit 
an  order  or  other  authority  from  the  governor  of  the  State,  or  the  authorities  at 
Washington.  They  were  taken  before  a  magistrate  for  a  few  minutes  at  Tona- 
wanda, but  no  investigation  was  held,  and  they  were  remanded  bv  him  to  prison 
to  await  evidence,  and  handed  over  to  the  Canadian  constable  for  remand. 
Instead  of  placing  them  in  prison  he  brouffht  them  into  Canada.  They  were 
brouj^ht  to  this  place  and  committed  to  take  their  trial  at  the  quarter  sesdosi 
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for  this  oonntj,  and  the  trial  took  place  on  the  10th  instant,  and  being  found 
^^t7»  they  were  sentenced,  Lee  to  three  years  and  three  months,  and  Oooper 
to  three  years,  in  the  psovineial  penitentiary.  Lee,  we  understand.  Is  a  deserter 
from  the  2d  Michigan  cavalry.  It  is  a  clear  case  of  kidnapping,  and  as  your 
government  have  heretofore,  under  like  circumstances,  demanded  that  the  pris- 
oners should  be  released,  we  are  instructed  to  make  application  to  your  govern- 
ment that  a  demand  may  be  made  upon  the  Canadian  authorities  for  a  release 
of  the  prisoners. 

We  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  sworn  statement  of  the  prisoners,  and  to  say 
that  the  facts  stated  were  fully  borne  out  by  the  evidence  on  the  trial.  We 
shall  be  happy  to  furnish  you  with  any  further  facts  in  our  power,  and  to  sub- 
stantiate them  by  evidence  such  as  you  may  require.  Lee  has  friends  in  New 
York  State  and  Michigan,  and  Cooper  in  Pennsylvania.  May  we  request  a 
reply  at  your  coi^euience  1 

We  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servants, 

HAIDY  &  HARDY,  Barruten,  ^ 

Eon.  WiUJAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  U.  S.  A.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


In  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  of  Brant. 

Thb  Queen 

vs. 

Grorge  Cooper  and  Ira  Lbb. 

We,  Geor^  Cooper  and  Ira  Lee,  at  present  confined  in  the  common  jail  of 
the  county  oi  Brant,  in  the  province  of  Canada,  make  oath  and  say : 

1st.  That  on  the  22d  day  February,  A.  D.  1864,  we  were  arrested  at  Tona- 
wanda,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  by  the  (as  we  were  informed)  chief  of  police 
at  Tonawanda,  on  the  charge  of  stealing  the  horses  of  a  Mr.  Bobinson,  at  Faris, 
ia  the  said  county  of  Brant  and  province  of  Canada. 

2d.  That  by  said  policeman  we  were  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  at 
Tonawanda,  mid  by  nim  remanded  to  the  jail  or  prison  at  Niagara  Falls,  on  the 
American  side,  as  it  appeared  in  the  commitment  read  to  us. 

3d.  That  by  said  policeman  we  were  handed  over  to  a  person  by  the  name  of 
William  Grardiner,  a  constable,  a  policeman  acting  as  such,  in  or  near  the  village 
of  Clifton,  on  the  Canada  side,  and  having  no  authority  to  act  as  such  in  the  said 
State  of  New  York,  and  by  the  said  William  Gardiner  we  were  at  once  conveyed 
across  the  suspension  bridge  into  Canada,  without  a  hearing  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace  in  said  State,  and  without  the  authority  or  warrant  of  the  governor  of 
said  State  of  New  York,  or  of  any  person  having  authority  or  power  to  deliver 
up  to  the  authorities  of  Canada. 

4th.  That  we  were  brought  to  the  counlr  of  Brant,  and  consigned  to  the  said 
jail,  where  we  were  remanded  until  the  10th  day  of  the  present  month  of  March, 
when  we  were  tried  on  the  aforesaid  charge,  and  on  being  declared  guilty  were 
sentenced — I,  the  said  Ira  Lee,  to  imprisonment  in  the  provincial  penitentiary  of 
Canada  for  a  period  of  three  years  and  three  months,  and  I,  the  said  G^rge 
Cooper,  to  a  period  of  three  years  in  said  penitentiary. 

5th.  That  it  came  out  in  evidence  that  the  said  Bobinson  paid  the  said  Wil- 
liam Gardiner  the  sum  of  $17  for  kidnapping  us  as  afbresaia. 

6th.  That  on  being  arrested,  and  before  we  were  brought  to  the  Canadian  sido^ 
we  remonstrated  with  the  said  Gardiner,  and  told  him  he  had  no  authority  to 
bring  us  into  Canada. 

7th.  That  we  believe  we  were  sent  into  Canada  by  and  with  the  connivance  of  the 
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government  of  the  said  ma^trate  at  Tonawanda,  whose  name  we  do  not  know. 
8th.  That  we  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  claim  the  pro- 
tection and  benefit  of  their  laws  and  institutions. 
9th.  That  we  were  onlawfallv  kidnapped  from  the  said  State  of  New  York. 

IRA  LEE. 
GEORGE  COOPER. 

Sworn  before  me»  at  Brantford,  aforesaid,  this  14th  day  of  Mardi,  1864. 

ARTHUR  S.  HARDY, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits^  ^.,  4^,  ifc 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward,  ^  • 

Washington,  March  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  22d 
instant,  relative  to  the  alleged  abduction  of  Ira  Lee  and  George  Cooper  firom 
United  States  territory  by  a  Canadian  constable,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
lost  no  time  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada  to  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  4^.,  tfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washinoton,  March  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Cory,  the  master  of  a  British  steam  vessel  named  the  Don,  wai 
an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Ferries,  chief  officer  of 
the  same  vessel. 

'  I  am  informed  that  the  Don  was  captured  at  sea  on  the  4th  of  this  mondi,  on 
lusnicion  of  an  intention  to  break  the  olockade;  that  Mr.  Cory  and  Mr.  Ferrxei 
(aua  probably  the  seamen  also)  were  examined  before  the  prize  commis- 
Bioners  and  discharged;  and  that  thereupon,  instead  of  being  set  at  liberty* 
they  were  sent  as  prisoners  to  Fort  Warren. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  Cory  and  Mr.  Ferries  seem  to  leave  no  doubt  that  they  are 
themselves  British  subjects,  and  the  presumption  is  that  the  three  seamen  are 
British  subjects  also. 

I  am.  therefore,  obliged  again  to  remind  you  that  I  am  positively  inatnicted 
by  her  Majesty's  government  to  press  in  the  strongest  manner  upon  the  attes- 
tion  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  rule,  that  neutrals  found  ob 
board  neutral  vessels  captured  for  breach  of  blockade  are  net  in  the  cat^ory 
of  prisoners  of  war;  that  the  authority  of  the  belligerent  over  them  extend 
only  to  the  detention  of  the  witnesses  necessary  to  establish  the  case,  and  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  belligerent  to  afford  every  reasonable  fieicility  for  their  early 
release. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward,  4iv.>  ijfc.,  ifc. 
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Ifir*  C^ff  to  Lord  Ljfoui, 

FoftT  Wabbbn,  Boston  Harbor,  . 
March  14, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  am  an  Englishman,  and  was  bora  in  Homsen,  East  Biding, 
Torkshire,  on  tho  2l8t  of  December,  1832.  My  father  was  the  Bey.  Qharles 
Corjt  vicar  of  Skipsin  and  Broome,  East  Biding,  Yorkshire.  I  was  captured  in 
Uie  British  steamer  Don,  by  the  United  States  steamer  Pcqnot,  on  tho  4tn  instant, 
about  fifty  miles  from  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  I  joined  my  ship  in  London, 
England,  as  chief  officer,  July  20,  1863,  and  on  the  20th  of  February,  1864, 
became  her  commander.  All  my  officers,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  my  crew,  are 
British  subjects.  I  hare  never  been  in  the  service  of  either  of  the  belligerents, 
and  have  no  interest  whatsoever  in  any  way. 

My  lord,  as  a  sul^ect  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  I  claim  your  lordship's  pro- 
tection for  myself,  office^,  and  crew,  and  beg  leave  to  ask  your  lordship,  on  re- 
ceipt of  this,  what  course  to  pursue  to  obtain  the  much  cherished  and  esteemed 
boon  to  all  Englishmen,  "liberty." 
I  have,  &c., 

FBED.  COBT. 
Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ijfc. 


Mr,  Ferrki  to  Lord  Lffons, 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor, 

March  12, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  As  a  subject  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  I  entreat  your  lordship's 
protection  in  my  present  position. 

I  was  chief  officer  of  the  British  steamer  Don»  commanded  by  Captain  Gory, 
owned  by  British  subjects,  and  sailing  under  the  flag  of  England. 

The  Don  cleared  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  the  28th  Februanr  last, 
and  was  made  a  prise  on  suspicion  of  being  a  blockade  runner,  by  the  United 
States  8teamer-of-war  Pequot,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  the  nearest  land  being 
distant  from  forty-five  to  hfty  miles. 

No  resistance  was  offered  to  the  prize-masters  by  mvself  or  any  other  of  the 
officers  or  the  crew,  nor  had  we  other  than  English  colors  on  board. 

The  commander  of  the  Don  and  myself,  with  three  of  the  crew,  were  brought 
to  Boston,  and  we  were  to-day  forwarded  to  this  post  as  prisoners. 

Allow  me  to  add,  my  lord,  that  I  was  bom  in  Scotland,  in  October,  1839,  of 
Bcottish  parents,  my  father  beine  the  Bev.  P.  Ferries,  of  Edenkillie  parish.  New 
Brunswick.  I  have  never  held  any  position  in  either  army  or  navy  of  the 
tiorthem  or  southern  States  of  America,  and  I  have  never  been  in  any  port  of 
the  American  continent  south  of  New  York. 

Under  these  drcumstancee,  my  lord,  I  beg  for  your  lordship's  most  favorable 
vid  speedy  consideration  of  my  case* 
I  have,  &c.» 

JAMES  SMITH  FERRIES, 
Late  Chief  Officer  Steamer  Dam. 

Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ifc.f  ifc. 
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Lard  Lyom  to  Mr,  Swoard. 

Washington,  March  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  tho  note  which  jorx  did  me  the  honor  to  addrese  to 
me  on  the  11th  instant,  respecting  two  schooners  which  were  lying  in  Oanadian 
wfcters  under  circumstances  thought  to  be  suspicious,  and  to  my  reply  thereto, 
dated  the  13th  instant,  I  liave  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  answer  to  a  oommnni- 
cation  which  I  addressed  to  the  governor  general  upon  thia  subject,  his  exotl- 
lency  has  informed  me  that  he  will  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  aceu- 
racy  of  the  report  respecting  the  schooners  in  question,  and  so  preyent  any 
yioiation  of  die  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  proye  to  be 
well  founded. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Lord  Lyom  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  her  Majesty's  goyemment  to  ask  permissionfor  a  Britiflb 
man-of-war  to  take  Mr.  Crawford,  ner  Miyesty's  consul  general  at  Havana,  to 
Charleston  or  Wilmington,  in  order  that  be  may  proceed  to  Richmond  to  re- 
monstrate with  the  so-styled  confederate  authorities  at  that  place  concerning 
certain  grievances  relative  to  British  subjects,  and  to  confederate  agents  in  Giett 
Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtoih  March  2(^,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  your  lord- 
ship's note  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which  permission  is  solicited  by  her  Britanic 
Majesty's  government  for  a  British  man-of-war  to  take  her  Migesty's  ooosul 
general  at  Havana  to  Charleston  or  Wilmington,  in  order  that  he  may  proceed 
to  Richmond  to  remonstrate  with  certain  insurgents  there  concerning  grievances 
relative  to  British  subjects,  and  to  insurgent  agents  in  Great  Britain.  After  due 
consideration  it  was  n^e  my  duty  to  answer,  that  the  request  of  her  Majesty's 
government  cannot  be  conceded.  It  is  presumed  that  the  grounds  for  decidfaig 
it  will  present  themselves  without  special  explanation  to  her  IkUiesty 's  government 
It  is,  however,  proper  here  to  say,  that  they  are  such  as  would  cause  this  govern- 
ment to  decline  any  request  of  any  foreim  power  for  leave  to  oommunicmte  in 
any  way  upon  any  subject  whatever,  wiw  disloyal  dtixens  in  anus  against  the 
United  States. 
I  Iiave  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedieat  Bervant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  ^r.,  tfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyam. 

Dbpaktmbpct  of  State, 

Washington,  March  29,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  note  of  the 
24th  instant,  in  which  your  lordship  informs  me  that,  in  answer  to  a  conmionica- 
ti6n  which  yon  addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Oanada,  at  the  instance  of 
this  department,  respecting  two  sospicioos  schooners  in  Canadian  waters,  his 
excellency  has  informed  yon  that  he  will  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertdn  the 
accuracy  of  the  report  in  regard  to  the  schooners,  and  to  prevent  any  violation 
ef  the  neutrality  of  her  M^esty's  dominions,  should  it  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

I  beg  your  lordship  to  accept  the  thanks  of  this  department  for  your  ready 
interventicm  in  this  matter,  and  to  convey  to  his  excellency  the  governor  gen- 
eral the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  this  government  for  his  prompt  attention 
to  its  representation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon*  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  ifor 


Mr,  Scioard  to  Isord  Lyont, 


Department  of  State, 

WathxTigton,  March  30,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
communication  of  the  24th  instant,  respecting  the  detention  at  Fort  Warren  of 
Mr.  Corey,  die  master,  Mr.  Ferries,  the  chief  ofiScer,  and  three  of  the  seamen  of 
the  British  steam  vessel  Don,  and  reminding  me  that  you  are  positively  instructed 
to  press  in  the  strongest  manner  upon  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  rule  that  neutrals  found  on  board  neutru  vessels  captured  fnt 
breach  of  blockade  are  not  in  the  cateoory  of  prisoners  of  war;  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  belligerent  over  them  extends  only  to  the  detention  of  the  witnesses 
necessary  to  establish  the  case ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  belligerent  to  af- 
ford every  reasonable  facility  for  their  early  release. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of 
your  note  and  of  its  accompaniment  to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy,  with  a  view 
to  an  investigation  of  the  particular  cases  to  which  tney  relate. 

In  regard  to  the  same  general  subject,  I  have  to  state  that  this  government 
has  always  admitted  the  principle  on  which  her  Miyesty's  government  insists. 
The  only  difSculty  lies  in  applymg  it  While  insurgents  are  permitted  to  build 
and  buy  blockade-running  vessels  in  British  ports,  and  to  man  them  with  insur- 
gent Americans  as  well  as  British  subjects  promiscuously,  and  such  vessels  so 
owned  and  manned  by  the  insurgents  are  aUowed  to  proceed  to  and  firom  her 
Majesty's  colonial  as  well  as  home  ports,  by  a  fraudulent  assumption  of  Uie 
British  flag,  this  government  in  the  case  of  capture  must  insist  on  having  in 
ever^  case  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  vessel  captured  does  in  &ct  belong  to 
British  or  other  neutrals,  and  not  to  insurgents,  ana  that  the  persons  navigating 
them  are  neutrals  and  not  insurgents,  before  it  releases  them  from  custody.  Every 
neutral  persitn  captured  on  boi^  a  neutral  blockade-running  vessel  has  been  re- 
leased just  so  soon  as  the  fact  of  his  neutrality  and  that  of  the  vessel  could  be 
satisfactorily  established.  Blockade  runners  throw  away  their  papers,  similate 
flags,  and  commit  frauds  and  perjuries,  and  these  circumstances  unhappily  render 
necessary  the  vigilance  which  this  government  is  exercising. 

I  have  the  }ionor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLL&M  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^-»  ^*t  ^* 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washikoton,  April  1,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  hasten  to  Bubmit  to  you  the  foUowiDg  papere  which  hare  been  sent 
to  me  bj  Vice- Admiral  Sir  James  Hope,  commanaer-in-chief  of  her  Majesty's 
naval  forces  on  the  North  American  and  West  Indian  stations  : 

1.  Copy  of  letter  from  the  British  vice-consnl  at  Matamoras  to  C^^tain  Von 
Donop,  other  Majesty's  ship  Jason,  dated  Febmary  13,  1864. 

2.  Gopy  of  pass  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Brazos  Santiago,  given  to  the  British 
vessel  Bcylla  by  Major  General  F.  J.  Herron,  dated  January  24,  1864. 

3.  Gopy  of  statement  of  Francis  Denty  Hamilton,  master  of  the  Saylla,  dated 
February  15, 1864. 

4.  Gopy  of  letter  from  Gaptain  Von  Donop  to  Major  General  Herron,  dated 
Febmary  15,  1864. 

5.  Gopy  of  letter  from  Major  General  Herron  to  Gaptain  Von  D<mop,  dated 
Febmary  17, 1864. 

6.  Gopy  of  letter  from  Gaptain  Von  Donop  to  Major  (General  Herron,  dated 
Febmary  20,  1864. 

Yon  will  see  with  great  pain  that  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the 
United  States  military  antnorities  in  the  Bio  Grande  have  had  recourse  to  a 
device  involving  a  direct  breach  of  {aith,  for  the  purpose  of  entrapping  and  sell- 
ing the  Scylla.  In  sending  me  the  papers,  Vice-Aamiial  Sir  James  Heme  ex- 
presses his  conviction  that  immediate  redress  will  be  given  by  the  United  l^talei 
government  when  the  circumstances  are  brought  to  its  notice,  and  I  am  myself 
confident  that  the  United  States  government  will  be  prompt  in  taking  meas- 
ures to  vindicate  the  honor  of  its  army,  and  to  make  reparation  lor  the  injury 
mflioted  on  the  subjects  of  a  friendly  sovereign. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  (he  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward.  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


ViU'Consul  Zum  to  CapUun  Von  Dcmep, 

British  Vicb-Consulatb, 

Matamoroi,  February  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  communicate  to  yon,  that,  under  pretext  of  buying  her  cargs 
of  provisions,  and  by  means  of  a  permit  of  General  Herron,  original  of  which  is 
in  my  possession  (copy  No.  1,)  the  military  authorities  in  Brownsville  have  c»* 
tioed  the  British  brigantine  Scylla,  of  Liverpool,  Francis  D.  Hamilton,  master, 
into  Brazos  harbor  and  then  seized  her  and  taken  away  tl3,000  in  specie. 

The  statement  of  the  master  appears  to  me  of  so  serious  a  nature,  that  I  have 
ordered  him  to  make  his  deposition  before  you  immediatelv.  At  the  same  time 
you  may  see  fit  to  ask  him  minutely  in  remurd  to  certain  threats  the  said  master 
will  havo  heard  fiom  the  commander  of  a  united  States  gunboat  now  stationed 
off  Brazos  harbor,  referring  to  the  intended  seizure  of  the  British  ship  Herbal 
which  is  now  on  her  way  &om  Liverpool  to  this  port,  with  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  on  board,  and  with  a  cargo  which  Ihave  been  credibly  informed  does 
not  contain  a  single  article  of  contraband  merchandise. 
I  have,  &;c.,  &c, 

PAUL  ZtJRN, 
Her  Maje9ty*t  Acting  Ametant  Vtce^CtmntL 
Gaptam  Vox  Donop, 

Her  Majcety'i  Ship  J<uon^  off  the  Bio  Chrande. 
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Major  Generml  Herron  to  Captain  Loud. 

Hbadquartkrs  Unitbd  States  Forcbs  on  the  Bio  G-randb, 

BrownsvilUf  Texas,  January  24,  1864. 
Permission  is  merely  granted  the  brigantine  Scylla,  Captain  Load,  master, 
to  enter  the  harbor  of  Brazos  Santiago  to  discharge  the  stores  purchased  from 
her  hy  Ronlt,  assistant  quartermaster  for  the  United  States. 

She  will  also  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  harbor  to  reload,  should  there  be 
any.  cotton  or  other  property  there  to  ship. 

P.  J.  HEBRON,  Major  General. 


Staiemont  tf  Francis  Deuty  UamilUm,  master  of  the  British  schooner  ScyUm. 

Her  Majesty's  Steamer  Jason, 
Off  the  nunUh  of  the  Rio  Grande,  February  15,  J  864. 

Francis  Deaty  Hamilton,  British  subject,  and  master  mariner,  certificate  of 
the  first  class,  states : 

We  left  Liverpool  26th  September,  1863,  with  a  few  tons  of  ballast,  consistiae 
of  stones  and  four  hundred  bags  of  salt,  bound  to  Kew  York,  where  we  arrived 
the  7th  December.  I  was  there  shown  a  letter  from  the  owners  by  W.  Y.  Lond, 
directing  me  to  be  guided  by  the  said  Loud's  directions. 

Load  purchased  a  cargo  of  provisions  of  various  kinds,  chiefly  beef,  pork,  and 
bread. 

The  Scylla  cleared  for  Havana  on  the  19th  December,  and  left,  with  Mr. 
Loud  on  board  as  supercai^go,  for  that  port  on  the  22d;  arrived  at  Havana  on 
the  dd  January. 

Not  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  cargo,  we  left  on  the  5th  for  Matamoras, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  16th,  and  anchored — the  mouth  of  the  river  bearing 
west  by  north  two  miles. 

During  the  last  ten  days  we  sold  a  small  portion  of  the  cargo  to  various  vessels 
here,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  supercargo  sold  the  remainder  to  the  federal 
government  to  be  delivered  at  Brazos,  receiving  at  the  same  time  an  order  from 
General  Herron,  the  commandant  at  Brownsville,  for  permission  to  enter  Brazos, 
there  discharge  the  said  cargo,  and  reload  the  schooner. 

1  left  this  on  the  26th  January,  and  anchored  the  same  evening  off  Brazos. 
On  the  28th  the  federal  steamboat  (General  Banks  towed  us  over  the  bar  and 
into  the  harbor.  On  the  30th,  Colonel  Hodge,  commandant  of  the  federal  army 
at  Brazos,  came  on  board  with  a  guard  of  six  soldiers,  seized  the  vessel,  made 
myself  and  crew,  consisting  of  seven  altogether,  prisoners  on  board.  Colonel 
Hodge  then  demanded  the  specie  that  was  on  bourd,  amounting  to  tl3,000  in 
gold,  which  I  delivered  to  him,  and  received  a  recei]^  for  it  from  him.  Colonel 
Hodge  refused  to  assign  any  reason  for  these  proceedings. 

On  the  1st  February  Colonel  Hodge  came  on  board  again  and  released  myself 
and  crew,  but  took  away  the  supercargo,  who  has  not  since  returned.  The  vessel 
is  at  present  detained  at  Brazos  with  a  guard  on  board;  we  are  allowed  perfect 
fipeedom,  either  to  go  on  board  or  remain  on  shore. 

On  the  3d  instant  I  waited  on  (}eneral  Herron  at  Brownsville,  and  on  my 
asking  the  reason  why  the  vessel  was  seized,  he  told  me  that  they  had  pro<rf 
that  a  certdn  Mr.  Adams  was  connected  with  the  vessel  who  was  a  blockade- 
runner,  and  that  they  had  had  their  eyes  on  him  for  the  last  two  years.  I  told 
him  I  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  that  my  vessel  had  always  been  legally 
employed. 
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The  general  also  told  me  that  the  seizure  would  be  decided  in  a  few  inj%  by 
orders  from  New  Orleans*  and  in  the  event  of  the  vessel  being  confiscated,  he 
would  see  that  the  crew  were  paid  their  wages. 

This  statement  was  made  before  me  on  board  her  Migesty's  steamer  JasoB, 
o£f  Bio  Grande,  on  the  15th  February,  1864. 

E.  P.  B.  VON  DONOP,  Captam. 


Captain  Von  Donop  to  Major  General  Htrron. 

Hbr  British  Majesty's  Ship  Jason, 
Off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Fehrtiary  15,  1864. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  beg  to  enclose  the  statement  of  Francis  D.  Hamilton, 
master  of  the  British  schooner  Scylla,  detained  at  present  bj  the  federal  govern^ 
ment  at  Brazos,  and  as  the  vessel  had  permission  from  you,  hj  an  order  dated 
the  24th  January,  to  enter  Brazos  for  the  puipose  of  discharging  her  cargo, 
which  was  sold  to  the  federal  government,  I  shall  feel  obliged  bv  your  informing 
me  the  reasons  for  seizing  the  vessel,  and  the  specie  found  on  board  of  her. 
I  have,  &c., 

VON  DONOP, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  in  the  Chdf  of  Mexico. 
General  Hbrron, 

Commanding  Federal  Forces  at  BraumsviUe. 


Major  Oeneral  Horron  to  Captain  Von  Donop. 

Hbadquartbrs  United  States  Forces  on  the  Rio  Grande, 

Brouwville,  Texas,  February  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  under  date  of  the  15th  instant,  covering  statement 
of  Captain  F.  D.  Hamilton,  of  the  schooner  Scvlla,  is  at  hand.  The  cause  of 
detention  of  said  schooner  is  this :  Mr.  0.  W.  Adams,  the  owner  of  the  cargo  and 
specie,  (if  not  of  the  schooner,)  has  been  for  the  past  two  and  a  half  years  en- 
gaged in  purchasing  and  supplying  to  the  rebels,  through  Matamoras,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  other  supplies.  His  movements  have  been  known  and  watched 
bv  my  government  for  some  time,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  American  waters  I 
placed  Mr.  Adams  and  the  schooner  in  a  position  that  they  may  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  their  conduct. 

The  case  has  been  submitted  to  Major  Greneral  N.  P.  Banks,  at  New  Orleans, 
and  I  am  expecting  instructions  in  regard  to  it  by  the  next  steamer. 
I  have  cEc 

F.  J.  HEBRON,  Major  General. 
Captain  Von  Donop, 

Her  British  Majesty^s  Ship  Jason. 


Captain  Von  Donop  to  Major  Oeneral  Herron, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Jason, 
Off  Matamoras,  February  20,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant  respecting  the  seiz'ure  of  the  British  schooner  Scylla  and  the  specie  on 
board  that  vessel.    I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  consider  the  fiict  of  the  federal 
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ffoyenimeiit  having  purchased  the  cargo,  and  jour  giving  the  vessel  a  pass  into 
Brazos,  appears  to  have  been  done  solely  with  the  intention  of  enticing  that 
vessel  into  American  waters,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  her  when  there,  which 
you  could  not  have  lesidly  done  while  she  was  in  Mexican  waters. 

I  consider  the  whole  proceeding  to  be  unjustifiable  and  unparalleled  among 
civilized  nations. 

I  may  much  r^eret  having  to  bring  such  facts  to  the  notice  of  Vice-Admural 
Su:  Alexander  MUne,  the  commander  in  chief,  but  in  the  mean  time  it  is  my  duty 
to  protest,  in  the  nameof  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government,  against  the  seizure 
under  such  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  vessel,  her  cargo  and  specie,  to- 
gether with  the  temporary  detentions  of  her  crew;  and, 
I  have,  &c.,  &c.» 

E.  V.  B.  VON  DONOP, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  in  the  Cru^qfMexioo. 
Major  General  F.  J.  Hbrron, 

Federal  Headquarten  on  Rio  Chrande. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  LyouM, 

DbpartmbxTT  op  State, 

Washington,  April  1,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this 
date  and,  of  its  accompaniments,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  British  vessel  Scylla, 
seized  by  the  United  States  military  authorities  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  subject  shall  receive  due 
attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servanti 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  April  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  a  note  dated  the  26th  of  February  last,  you  were  so  good  as  to  in- 
form me  that  the  statements  made  by  Mr.  McHugh,  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
submit  to  you  with  my  note  of  the  previous  day,  had  been  forwarded  to  Major 
General  Dix. 

As  more  than  a  month  has  since  elapsed,  and  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  McHugh  is  still  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  I  venture  to  ask  you  to  be  so 
good  as  to  let  me  know  how  the  case  now  stands,  and  especially  to  inform  me 
whether  any  doubt  has  been  thrown  on  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  McHugh's  state-  • 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration^  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  fy:.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Washington,  AprU  6,  1864. 
Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered  very  seriously  the  corre- 
spondence  which  I  have  held  with  you  concerning  British  subjects  captured  on 
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board  nentral  veBsds,  who  have  been  detained  as  prisoners  hj  the  United  States 
government,  and  they  have  given  especial  attention  to  the  notes  which  yon  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  11th,  15th  and  29th  Jannaiy  last,  as  well 
as  to  the  note  dated  the  25th  Jantiar|r  last,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
ftom  yon  on  the  8th  of  the  following  month. 

The  first  of  these  notes  relates  specifically  to  the  case  of  James  (yNeill,  who  was 
detained  for  manv  months  as  a  prisoner,  aiter  having  been  severely  wonnded  bj 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  navy,  and  who  was  daring  a  part  of  his  imprison- 
ment kept  in  irons.  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  admit  that  the  injcnies 
inflicted  npon  the  British  subject  are  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  The  jostifica- 
tion  ofiered,  namehr,  that  large  quantities  of  gunpowder  were  mixed  up  with  the 
coal,  and  that  O'Neill  was  alK>ut  to  blow  up  the  vessel,  appears  to  herMajes^s 
government  to  be  in  itself  incredible,  and  to  be  unsupported  by  evidence.  Her 
Majesty's  government  consider  that  the  officer  who  wounded  O'NeiU  ought  to 
be  put  upon  his  trial  for  the  offence,  and  they  have  directed  me  to  press  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  bringfaim  to  trial  accordingly. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  Patrick  Hamilton,  which  forms  the  subject  of 
your  note  of  the  15th  January,  her  Majesty's  government  observe  that  the  only 
defence  made  for  his  imprisonment  is  the  alleffation  that  he  was  a  pilot  and  a 
dangerous  man,  and  one  who  had  been  constancy  engaged  in  violating  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  United  States  government,  and  her  Migesty's  government 
are  altogether  unable  to  accept  this  justification  as  satisfiictoiy. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  equally  unable  to  admit  the  validity  of  the 
reasons  given  in  your  note  of  the  29th  January  for  the  imprisonment  of  the 
crew  of  the  Banshee. 

The  note  addressed,  on  the  9th  of  March  last,  by  her  Majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  United  States  minister  in  Loncum 
will  have  already  made  you  acquainted  with  the  views  taken  by  her  Majesty's 
government  of  the  general  question  of  the  imprisonment  of  British  subjects 
captured  on  board  blockade-running  vessels.  You  will  therefore  be  prepared  to 
hear  that  her  M^esty's  government  very  much  regret  the  announcemait  made 
in  your  note  to  me,  of  the  25th  January,  of  its  being  the  intention  of  the  United 
States  government  to  detain  in  military  custody  all  persons  captured  in  entering 
the  so-called  confederate  lines. 

It  may  not  be  unreasonable  that  in  cases  of  real  doubt  as  to  whether  a  par- 
ticular person  is  a  neutral  or  an  enemy,  time  should  be  allowed  for  necessary 
investigation,  but  her  Mcgesty's  government  cannot  concede  that  a  svBtem  may 
be  adopted  by  the  belligerent  towards  the  neutral,  which  will  have  the  practical 
effect  of  placing  neutral  subjects  in  the  same  position  a?  those  of  the  enemy. 

Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  offer  any  further 
remarks  upon  the  note  in  question,  because  answers  have  been  already  made  by 
them  on  the  several  matters  of  which  it  treats.  They  cannot,  however,  refrain 
from  pointing  out  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  admit  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement  which  it  contains  with  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  nor 
from  observing  that  that  statement  keeps  entirely  out  of  view  the  unlawful  pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  States  officers. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  unwilling  to  see  in  the  course  adopted  by  the 
United  States  government  indications  of  a  determination  to  treat  the  crews  of 
prize  vessels  as  prisoners  of  war,  in  order  thereby  to  stop  the  continual  violation 
of  the  blockade. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  allow  that  any  exi^nce  of  the  belligerent 
will  warrant  him  in  departing  from  the  observance  of  his  obligations  towards 
the  neutral.  In  matters  of  maritime  prize  the  relations  of  belligerent  and  neu- 
tnd  are  for  the  most  part  clearly  established,  and  her  Miyesty's  government 
conceive  that  they  cannot  be  disturbed  without  great  danger.  The  law  of 
nations  has  not  affixed  the  penal^  of  imprisonment  to  the  olence  of  brtMikmg 
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a  blockade,  or  of  importing  conlraband  of  war;  and  having  regaid  to  all  that 
has  passed,  her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  they  sh^  best  ilianifest 
their  regard  and  esteem  for  the  government  of  die  United  States,  and  their 
anzions  desire  to  maintain  cordial  and  friendly  relations  with  that  government, 
by  at  once  stating,  frankly,,  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  any  altera- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations  in  this  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sbr,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, hnmble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^.,  ^c,  i^. 


Lard  Lyam  to  Mr.  Seward, 

WASHiNOTon,  April  6,  1864. 
Sib  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  notes 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  18th  and  26th  of  January 
last,  concerning  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  deemed  it  right  to  wait  for  farther  informa- 
tion befoce  sending  me  instructions  respecting  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  McHugb  ; 
bat  with  regard  to  the  statement  made  m  the  note  of  the  18th  January, 
that "  since  the  Bermuda  was  despatched  with  her  unlawful  car^o  by  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.,  this  government  presumes,  in  her  case,  until  l£ose  who  shall  be 
foond  in  her  service  shall  prove  to  the  contrary,  that  she  is  not  a  neutral  mer- 
chantman, but  a  war  transport,"  her  Majesty's  government  have  directed  me  to 
state  distinctly  to  you  that  they  cannot  admit  that  the  fact  that  a  ship  belonging 
to  Messrs.  Fraser,- Trenholm  &  Go.  should  be  held  to  warrant  an  assumption, 
until  the  contrary  is  shown,  that  such  ship  is  a  war  transport. 

Her  Majesty's  government  insist  that  in  every  such  case,  unless  it  can  be 
proved  by  proper  testimony  that  the  vessel  captured  is  a  war  transport  of  the 
so-called  confederates,  those  persons  of  the  crew  who  may  be  British  subjects, 
and  whose  evidence  mav  not  be  required  for  proceeding  against  the  vessel,  should 
be  liberated  immediately,  and  that  those  whose  evidence  may  be  wanted  should 
not  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  as  necessary  witnesses,  and  should  not 
be  detamed  beyond  the  time  which  may  be  resonably  required  for  their  exami- 
nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  siiv  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  ^.,  4v.»  ^t;. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom, 


Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Wa9kiMgUm,  April  5,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  Becurring  to  your  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  respectiBg  the  case  of 
the  Mamuret  and  Jessie,  and  to  my  replv,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2d  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,ii^onning  me  th^t  a  court  of  inquiry  has  been  ordered  to  convene  at  Bos* 
ton  on  the  7th  instant  fbr  the  purpose  of  raveetigating  the  oireumstances  con* 
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nected  with  the  alleged  violation  of  British  territorial  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of 
the  steamer  above  named. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  con8ideration»  mj  lord»  joar  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Wdlu  to  Mr,  Sewird. 

Navy  Department, 

Wtuhingtoth  April  2,  1864. 

Sir  I  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  your  information  that  the  United  States 
steamer  Rhode  Island,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Stephen  D.  Trenchard, 
having  recently  arrived  at  Boston,  the  department  has  ordered  a  court  of  inquiry 
to  convene  at  the  navy  yard  in  that  city  on  Thursday  next,  the  7th  instant,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  alleged  violation  of  British  territorial  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  the  steamer 
Margaret  and  Jessie. 

In  conformity  with  the  suggestion  made  in  your  letter  of  the  88th  ultimo,  the 
evidence  in  the  case  submitted  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  will  be 
transmitted  to  the  court  for  its  guidance  in  the  investigation ;  but  it  is  proper  to 
state,  in  this  connexion,  that  the  court,  in  its  findings,  must  be  governed  by  evi- 
dence of  a  legal  character,  and  the  party  whose  conduct  is  the  subject  of 
inqtiiry  has  the  right  to  cross-examine  witnesses. 
I  am,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  JVoty. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  6,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  and  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  relative  to  the  brigantine  Scylla  and  her  cargo,  seized  at 
Braxos,  Texas,  by  order  of  Major  General  Herron,  commanding  the  United 
States  forces  in. that  quarter,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  that  vessel  is  un- 
derstood to  have  been,  in  fact,  owned  by  C.  W.  Adams,  a  native  of  this  country, 
and  a  member  of  a  mercantile  house  doing  business  in  Texas.  Adams  reports 
that  she  was  chartered  by  him ;  but  neither  he  nor  any  other  perpon  has  pro- 
duced or  shown  any  evidence  that  the  Scylla  belongs  to  British  owners,  or  ever 
pretended  to  give  the  names  or  residence  of  the  alleged  British  owners.  Some 
time  since  this  department  received  information  that  Adams  was  engaged  in 
shipment  of  cargoes  from  Europe  and  elsewhere  for  the  purpose  of  being  ille- 
gally introduced  into  Texas,  and  that  those  cargoes  consisted  in  port,  at  least,  of 
munitioDB  of  war.  The  information  thus  received  was  made  known  to  the  gen- 
eral in  command  in  that  region,  who  was  directed  to  be  on  the  watch  for  Adatna, 
to  arrest  him,  and  to  seize  any  vessel  which  might  be  employed  by  him  in  the 
business  referred  to.  The  proceedings  of  General  Herron  with  reference  to  the 
bricantine  Scylla,  to  Adams,  and  to  W.  Y.  Loud,  who  is  an  American  citizen, 
and  who  was  a  aupeicargo  in  the  employ  of  Adams,  undoubtedly  were  oeca- 
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sioned  by  the  orders  thus  given.  Adams  and  Load  were  making  their  com- 
plaints to  the  British  vice-consul  at  Matamoras ;  thcj  applied  to  this  government, 
as  Americans,  for  sach  redress  or  lenity  as  it  might  think  proper  to  afford  to 
them.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  vessel  in  question,  it  is  understood  that  she  has 
been  sent  to  New  Orleans,  so  that  the  legality  of  her  voyage  and  her  national 
character  may  be  judicially  ascertained.  Measures  have  also  been  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  further  verifying  the  information  which  led  to  the  proceedings  in 
question.  If  it  shall  ultimately  appear  that  the  Scylla  was  in  point  of  fact  a 
British  vessel,  and  that  there  was  no  probable  cause  for  the  seizure,  or  that  her 
seizure  was  unlawfully  or  improperly  effected,  such  amends  will  be  made  to  any 
British  subjects  who  may  have  been  aggrieved  as  the  circumstances  may  call  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

WaMhington,  April  6,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  Becurrmg  to  your  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo  in  relation 
to  the  imprisonment  in  Fort  Warren  of  Mr.  Gory  the  master,  and  Mr.  Fenies 
the  chief  oiBcer,  and  three  of  the  crew  of  the  British  steamer  Don,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  1st  instant  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  their  release  has  been  ordered,  and  that 
measures  are  being  taken  for  the  discharge  of  all  bonajide  foreign  subjects  cap- 
tured in  neutral  vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade,  where  there  is  no  other 
charge  against  them  warranting  their  detention,  and  they  are  not  needed  as 
witnesses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  4^.,  fy:. 


Mr,  JVcUes  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Navy  Department,  April  1,  18GI. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  note  from  Lord  Lyons  in  r<  ference  to  the  detention  and  im- 
prisooment  in  Fort  Warren  of  the  master,  mate  and  ihrcc  of  the  crew  of  the 
blockade-runninpf,  steamer  Don,  who  claim  to  be  British  subjects. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  release  of  the  persons  referred  to,  and  measures 
are  being  taken  for  the  discbarge  of  all  bona  fide  foreign  subjects  captured  in 
neutral  vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade,  where  there  is  no  other  charge 
against  them  warranting  their  detention,  and  they  are  not  needed  as  witnesses. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Sccrrtary  of  State. 

37  •  c 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  9,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  T  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
4th  instant,  and  that  of  the  5th,  relating  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh,  and 
to  inform  your  lordship,  in  reply,  that  they  will  receive  due  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
BPrvant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8fc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setoard. 


Washington,  April,9, 1864. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiairshas  trans- 
mitted to  me  a  copy  of  a  representation  made  to  her  Majesty's  government  by 
Mr.  John  Mulholland,  of  Belfast.  This  gentleman  states  that  in  the  year  1859 
he  advanced  to  the  Southern  Railroad  Company,  of  Mississippi,  various  sonuof 
money  upon  their  sterling  bonds,  repayable  in  five  years,  with  interest,  payable 
in  England,  to  the  amount  in  all  of  fifty  thousand  pounds.  He  represents  thai 
this  debt  was  secured  by  mortgage  bonds,  which,  by  an  agreement  with  the 
Girard  Bank,  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  the  road  had  been  purchased  byiti 
present  proprietors,  were  a  first  charge  upon  the  property  and  earnings  of  the 
railroad. 

It  appears  that  in  1860,  and  the  first  half  of  1861,  the  interest  was  dnij 
paid,  but  that^since  the  blockade  began,  in  the  latter  year,  the  railroad  compaoy 
have  found  it  impossible  to  make  any  remittance,  and  that  they  have,  therefore, 
invested  the  three  years'  arrears  of  interest  in  cotton  for  the  account  of  Mr.  Mnl- 
holland  and  his  partners.  A  deed  of  sale  of  this  cotton,  certifying  it  to  be 
British  property,  is  stated  to  have  been  lodged,  on  the  13th  July  lust,  with  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston. 

It  seems  that  the  railway  in  question  is  that  running  across  the  State  of  Vis- 
sissippi,  from  Meridian  to  Vicksburg,  and  that,  since  the  capture  of  Vicksborg. 
the  terminus  there  and  a  part  of  the  line  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
federal  authorities. 

Mr.  Mulholland  prays  her  Majesty's  government  to  procure  the  consent  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  this  cotton  being  shipped  at  a  southern 
port,  and  allowed  to  pass  through  the  blockade,  or  to  its  being  sent  through  the 
federal  lines  in  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans,  to  be  there  shipped  in  the  r^fuk 
course  of  trade. 

In  case  of  its  being  found  absolutely  impossible  to  obtain  permission  to  ex- 
port the  cotton,  Mr.  Mulholland  expresses  a  hope  that  the  United  States  govern- 
ment will  be  induced  to  register  the  fact  of  its  British  ownership,  and  to  instnict 
their  naval  and  military  commanders  to  respect  it,  in  case  of  the  occupation  of 
the  tenitory  in  which  it  is  lying,  or  to  give  compensation  for  it  if  it  should  be 
destroyed. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  the  facts  which  appear  to  be 
established — namely,  first,  that  the  cotton  represents  the  dividend  of  a  railway 
due  to  a  foreign  and  neutral  creditor,  the  contract  having  been  entered  int^ 
while  the  tcrritoiy  occupied  by  the  railway  was  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States;  and,  secondly,  that  a  portion  of  the  railway  is  now  iu  thoocco* 
pation  of  and  used  by  the  United  States  authorities — afford  sufficient  reasons 
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for  making  tbe  application  as  requested  by  Mr.  Malholland,  and  they  consider 
that  it  may  reasonably  be  hopea  that  one  alternative  of  it,  at  least,  may  be 
granted,  namely,  the  protection  of  the  cotton  in  question  from  belligerent  seizure 
or  destruction. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  instructed  me  to  make  this  ap- 
plication to  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  not,  however,  urging  it  as  a 
matter  of  right,  but  addressing  it  only  to  the  equitable  consideration  of  that 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  4«->  ^-f  4^- 


LYONS. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washlvgton,  April  II,  1864.- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  despatches,  and  their 
enclosures,  which  I  received  from  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans,  and 
which  contain  representations  on  the  subject  of  cotton  owned  by  British  sub- 
jects in  Louisiana  and  the  neighboring  States. 

The  first  despatch  relates  specifically  to  a  complaint  brought  forward  by 
Miss  Mary  Murray,  who  makes  oath  that  she  is  a  British  subject,  and  states 
that  one  hundred  and  seven  bales  of  cotton  belonging  to  her  have  been  seized 
by  General  Ellett,  of  the  United  States  marine  brigade.  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  this  complaint  may  be  investigated,  and  that  redress  may  be  given 
for  any  wrong  which  Miss  Murray  may  have  suffered. 

The  second  despatch  contains  some  general  suggestions  made  by  the  acting 
consul,  with  a  view  to  the  security  of  cotton,  the  property  of  British  subjects. 
I  venture  to  recommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  represent  to  them  the  advantage  of  adopting  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  acting  consul,  or  of  taking  some  other  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  cotton  belonging  bona  fide  to  the  subjects  of  neutral  sovereigns. 

I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  return  the  original  affidavit  of  Miss  Murray, 
which  is  among  the  papers  enclosed  in  this  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  4^.,  ^. 


Mr.  CoppeU  to  Lord  Lpons, 

British  Consulate,  New  Orleans, 

MarcJi  8,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of 
a  letter  I  have  this  day  received  from  Miss  Mary  Murray,  a  British  subject,  in- 
forming me  that  107  bales  of  cotton,  owned  by  her,  on  a  plantation  in  Jefferson 
county,  Mississippi,  had  been  seized  by  General  Ellett,  of  the  United  States 
army.  The  letter  encloses  an  affidavit,  also  transmitted  herewith,  from  which 
it  appears  that  purchase  of  the  cotton  was  first  attempted  by  a  Mr.  Clements ; 
but,  failing  in  which,  the  power  of  the  United  States  was  invoked,  and  the  pro- 
perty confiscated. 
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Miss  Murray  asks  my  assistance  in  the  recovery  of  her  property,  but  believuig 
that  any  direct  claim  or  remonstrance  would  have  little  or  any  effect,  I  have 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  go  through  General  EUett's  superior  ofBcers  at 
Washington,  and  trouble  your  lordship  with  the  matter. 
1  have,  &c., 

G.  COPPELL. 
Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  tfc.,  ifc. 


Mi$s  Mary  Murray  to  Mr,  Copfdl. 

New  Orleans,  March  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  an  affidavit,  made  by  me,  respecting  the  seizure,  by  Greneral 
EUett,  of  the  marine  brigade.  United  States  army,  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
bales  of  cotton  owned  by  me.  Said  cotton  was  acquired  by  me  in  a  lot  of  four 
hundred  bales,  by  purchase  from  Mr.  W.  Dent,  and  at  the  tiole  of  seizure  by 
General  Ellett  it  was  on  Mr.  Dent's  plantation,  Holly  Grove,  Jefferson  county, 
Mississippi. 
Asking  your  interference  in  the  recovery  of  my  property,  or  its  value, 

MARY  MURRAY. 

P.  S. — I  was  registered  at  your  consulate  as  a  British  subject,  on  the  7th  of 
August,  1863. 

George  Coppell,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  MajcHxft  Acting  Consul,  New  Orleans. 


State  of  Louisiana,  City  of  New  Orleans: 

Be  it  known  that  on  this  Sth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1864,  before  me,  Andrew 
Hero,  a  notary  public,  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  State  of  Louisiana,  duly 
commissioned  and  qualified,  personally  appeared  Miss  Mary  Murray,  aBntiah 
subject,  who  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposed  that  General  EUett  came  to  Mr. 
W.  Dent's  house,  near  Rodney,  Mississippi,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1864.  He, 
the  said  General  EUett,  introduced  Mr.  Clements  to  Mr.  Dent,  as  a  person  whose 
property  was  confiscated  by  the  confederates,  and  that  he  had  permission  from 
the  United  States  government  to  buy  cotton. 

Mr.  Dent  remarked  that  he  had  no  cotton,  and  what  cotton  was  on  his  planta- 
tion belonged  to  me,  and  she  could  sell  it  if  she  chose.  I  replied,  1  do  not  wish 
to  sell.  Mr.  Clements  remarked,  said  cotton  docs  not  belong  to  yon,  and  you 
have  no  right  to  own  property,  not  having  taken  the  oath  to  the  United  States. 
He  then  asked  Mr.  Dent  to  make  this  lady  withdraw  her  claim.  Mr.  Dent  re- 
plied that  he  could  not,  and  1  remarked  that  I  would  not  relinquish  my  claim 
for  him  or  for  Mr.  Dent. 

The  said  General  EUett  did  confisctite  107  bales  of  my  cotton,  and  which  I 
do  solemnly  swear  was  my  property ;  and  he  further  remarked,  1  confiscate  said 
cotton  as  your  property. 

MISS  MARY  MURHAY. 
[Stomp  ] 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  said  notary,  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

[l.  8.]  ANDREW  HERO,  Notary  Public. 
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Mr,  Coppdl  to  Lord  Lyons, 

British  Consulate,  New  Orleans, 

March  10,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  It  is  not  irrelevant  to  the  eabject  of  the  despatch  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  to  jour  lordship  on  the  8th  instant,  to  suggest  a  preventive 
to  the  repetition  of  the  wrong  complained  of  by  Miss  Murray. 

There  is  much  cotton  now  on  plantations  on  the  Mississippi  river  and  in  its 
vicinity,  owned  by  British  subjects,  and  registered  as  British  property  at  thip 
consulate ;  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  it  is  impossible  to  be  moved  ^ 
private  individuals  to  shipping  ports,  but  if  the  United  States  forces  take  pos- 
session of  and  remove  it,  much  trouble  and  loss  will  ensue,  and  rightful  owners 
will  be  deprived  of  their  property,  at  best,  for  some  time. 

The  cotton  thus  registered  is,  when  it  is  possible  to  place  it,  accompanied 
with  a  consular  certificate  showing  that,  upon  oath  of  the  owner,  it  is  the  prop- 
erty of  a  British  subject.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
certificate  I  have  adopted  for  this  purpose. 

I  have  received  some  complaints  from  parties  who  state  that  their  cotton  had 
been  removed  by  the  United  States  forces,  yet  they  have  been  unable  to  trace 
it  or  obtain  any  satisfactory  proof  of  the  fact. 

Might  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  for  your  lordship's  consideration  and  approval, 
with  a  view  to  an  armngement  with  the  United  States  government,  that  when 
cotton  has  a  consular  certificate,  or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  being  owned  by 
a  British  subject,  that  it  be  allowed  to  remain  in  its  present  position  until  euch 
time  as  the  owner  can  move  it  with  safety  to  a  shipping  port  ?  Should  there  be 
doubt  in  tlie  minds  of  the  United  States  authorities  as  to  the  actual  ownership 
of  the  cotton,  or  of  the  legality  of  purchase,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  investi- 
gate that  point,  it  seems  to  me,  when  the  property  is  brought  to  market,  instead 
of  taking  forcible  possession  when  the  owner  is  helpless,  as  in  Miss  Murray's 
case. 

This  course  would  undoubtedly  save  much  trouble  to  the  United  States  au- 
thorities in  the  matter  of  claims,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  prevent  anxiety  and  loss 
to  innocent  owners. 

The  arrangement  of  such  a  matter  as  proposed  would  no  doubt  be  met  by 
many  difficulties,  which  could  only  be  surmounted  by  orders  from  the  highest 
authorities. 

I  trust  your  lordship  will  pardon  the  suggestion  I  have  made  if  impracticable, 
in  consideration  of  the  very  large  amount  of  British  capital  invested  in- cotton 
by  parties  in  England  and  in  this  country. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  COPPELL. 

Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Spc, 


Her  Britannic  Majesty^ 8  consulate  for  the  State  of  Louisiana, 

Know  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  That  I,  William  Mure, 
esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  State  of 
Louisiana,  do  hereby  certify  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  personally 
appeared  before  me  ,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  — — ,  as 

described  on  the  document  hereunto  attached,  is  the  property  of  and  belongs 
to  British  subjects,  and  is  duly  registered  as  such  at  this  consulate. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,,  in  the 
Slate  of  Louisiana,  —  day  of—,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and . 
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Miss  Murray  asks  my  assistance  io  tho  recovery  of  her  property,  but  believing 
that  any  direct  claim  or  remonstrance  would  have  little  or  any  effect,  I  have 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  go  through  General  EUett's  superior  officers  at 
Washington,  and  trouble  your  lordship  with  the  matter. 
1  have,  &c., 

G.  COPPELL. 
Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Miss  Mary  Murray  to  Mr.  Coppdl. 

New  Orleans,  March  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  an  affidavit,  made  by  me,  respecting  the  seizure,  by  General 
EUett,  of  the  marine  brigade,  United  States  army,  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
bales  of  cotton  owned  by  me.  Said  cotton  was  acquired  by  me  in  a  lot  of  four 
hundred  bales,  by  purchase  from  Mr.  W.  Dent,  and  at  the  tioie  of  seizure  by 
General  Ellett  it  was  on  Mr.  Dent's  plantation.  Holly  Grove,  Jefferson  county, 
Mississippi. 
Asking  your  interference  in  the  recovery  of  my  property,  or  its  value, 

MARY  MURRAY. 

P.  S. — I  was  registered  at  your  consulate  as  a  British  subject,  on  the  7th  of 
August,  1863. 

George  Coppell,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Acting  Consul^  New  Orleans. 


State  of  Louisiana,  City  of  New  Orleans : 

Be  it  known  that  on  this  Sth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1864,  before  me,  Andrew 
Hero,  a  notary  public,  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  State  of  Louisiana,  duly 
commissioned  and  qualified,  personally  appeared  Miss  Mary  Murray,  a  British 
subject,  who  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposed  that  General  EUett  came  to  Mr. 
W.  Dent's  house,  near  Rodney,  Mississippi,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1S64.  He, 
the  said  General  EUett,  introduced  Mr.  Clements  to  Mr.  Dent,  as  a  person  whose 
property  was  confiscated  by  the  confederates,  and  that  he  had  permission  from 
the  United  States  government  to  buy  cotton. 

Mr.  Dent  remarked  that  he  had  no  cotton,  and  what  cotton  was  on  his  planta- 
tion belonged  to  me,  and  she  could  sell  it  if  she  chose.  I  replied,  I  do  not  wish 
to  sell.  Mr.  Clements  remarked,  said  cotton  does  not  belong  to  yon.  and  you 
have  no  right  to  own  property,  not  having  taken  the  oath  to  the  tJnited  States. 
He  then  asked  Mr.  Dent  to  make  this  lady  withdraw  her  claim.  Mr.  Dent  re- 
plied that  he  could  not,  and  I  remarked  that  I  would  not  relinquish  my  claim 
for  him  or  for  Mr.  Dent. 

The  said  General  EUett  did  confiscate  107  bales  of  my  cotton,  and  which  I 
do  solemnly  swear  was  my  property ;  and  he  further  remarked,  I  confiscate  said 
cotton  as  your  property. 

MISS  MARY  MURRAY. 
[Stomp  ] 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  said  notary,  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

[l.  s.]  ANDREW  HERO,  Notary  Public. 
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Mr,  Coppdl  to  Lord  Lpm$, 

British  Consulate,  New  Orleans, 

March  10,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  It  is  not  irrelevant  to  the  Bubject  of  the  despatch  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  to  yoar  lordship  on  the  8th  instant,  to  suggest  a  preventive 
to  the  repetition  of  the  wrong  complained  of  by  Miss  Murray. 

There  is  much  cotton  now  on  plantations  on  the  Mississippi  river  and  in  its 
vicinity,  owned  by  British  subjects,  and  registered  as  British  property  at  this 
consulate ;  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  it  is  impossible  to  be  moved  ^ 
private  individuals  to  shipping  ports,  but  if  the  United  States  forces  take  pos- 
session of  and  remove  it,  much  trouble  and  loss  will  ensue,  and  rightful  owners 
will  be  deprived  of  their  property,  at  best,  for  some  time. 

The  cotton  thus  registered  is,  when  it  is  possible  to  place  it,  accompanied 
with  a  consular  certificate  showing  that,  upon  oath  of  the  owner,  it  is  the  prop- 
erty of  a  British  subject.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
certificate  I  have  adopted  for  this  purpose. 

I  have  received  some  complaints  from  parties  who  state  that  their  cotton  had 
been  removed  by  the  United  States  forces,  yet  they  have  been  unable  to  trace 
it  or  obtain  any  satisfactory  proof  of  the  fact. 

Might  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  for  your  lordship's  consideration  and  approval, 
with  a  view  to  an  arrangement  with  the  United  States  government,  that  when 
cotton  has  a  consular  certificate,  or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  being  owned  by 
a  British  subject,  that  it  be  allowed  to  remain  in  its  present  position  until  euch 
time  as  the  owner  can  move  it  with  safety  to  a  shipping  port  ?  Should  there  be 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  United  States  authorities  as  to  the  actual  ownership 
of  the  cotton,  or  of  the  legality  of  purchase,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  investi- 
gate that  point,  it  seems  to  me,  when  the  property  is  brought  to  market,  instead 
of  taking  forcible  possession  when  the  owner  is  helpless,  as  in  Miss  Murray's 
case. 

This  course  would  undoubtedly  save  much  trouble  to  the  United  States  au- 
thorities in  the  matter  of  claims,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  prevent  anxiety  and  loss 
to  innocent  owners. 

The  arrangement  of  such  a  matter  as  proposed  would  no  doubt  be  met  by 
many  difficulties,  which  could  only  be  surmounted  by  orders  from  the  highest 
authorities. 

I  trust  your  lordship  will  pardon  the  suggestion  I  have  made  if  impracticable, 
in  consideration  of  the  very  large  amount  of  British  capital  invested  in- cotton 
by  parties  in  England  and  in  this  country. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  COPPELL. 

Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Her  Britannic  Majesty^ s  consulate  for  the  Stau  of  Louisiana, 

Know  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  That  I,  William  Mure, 
esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  State  of 
Louisiana,  do  hereby  certify  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  personally 

appeared  before  me  — — — ,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the ,  as 

described  on  the  document  hereunto  attached,  is  the  property  of  and  belongs 
to  British  subjects,  and  is  duly  registered  as  such  at  this  consulate. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  —  day  of         ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and . 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  April  13,  1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  note  which  joa  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me  on  the  I7th  of  last  month,  and  to  the  previoos  correspondence  in  which  I 
have  been  for  many  months  engaged  with  70a  on  the  subject  of  the  restrictions 
imposed  on  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  British  colonies,  I  desire 
to  ask  yon  to  take  into  serioos  consideration  the  two  papers  which  I  transmit 
to  jou  herewith. 

The  one  is  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Prince 
Edward's  island  to  me,  and  the  other  a  copy  of  a  memorial  addressed  to  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  the 
town  of  St.  John,  in  that  province. 

Waiving  for  the  moment  all  discussion  on  the  principle  involved  in  the  exac- 
tion of  the  bonds  which  merchants  are  now  in  many  instances  compelled  to 
give  on  shipments  from  the  United  States  to  British  colonies,  I  cannot  but 
hope  that  the  statements  made  in  the  enclosed  papers  will  convince  you  that 
while  the  exaction  of  such  bonds  is  particularly  injurious  to  the  provinces  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward's  island,  it  may  certainly,  in  the  case  of 
those  two  provinces,  be  safely  dispensed  with. 

I  have  tue  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  year  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  W  LUAM  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


LuuUmant  Governor  Dundas  to  Lord  Lyons. 

GrOVBRNMBNT  HOUSB, 

Prince  Edward's  Island^  April  2,  1864. 

Mv  Lord:  It  is  represented  to  me  by  a  leading  merchant  of  this  island  that 
the  custom-house  authorities  at  New  York  are  mStingall  shippers  to  this  prov- 
ince give  bonds  for  their  shipments  in  double  the  amount  of  invoice  ;  that  the 
shippers  are  also  required  to  find  two  sureties,  owners  of  real  estate  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  such  estate  to  be  unencumbered  and  worth  double  tie 
amount  of  invoice ;  that  the  nature  of  the  bond  is,  that  the  goods  are  to  be  con- 
sumed in  the  province,  and  not  to  be  reshipped  to  any  port  under  the  control 
of  the  so-calle  1  Confederate  States. 

It  is  lurther  represented  to  me  that  these  bonds  are  not  enforced  in  the  case 
of  shipments  to  Newfoundland,  for  the  reason  that  no  reshipments  have  been 
made  from  that  island  to  such  ports. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  conviction  that  shipments  have  not 
been  made  from  this  island  to  any  such  ports.  I  understand  that  the  United 
States  consul  of  this  island  will  address  the  State  Department  at  Washington 
with  his  certificate  to  this  effect*  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  the  honor 
to  bring  the  subject  under  your  lordship's  notice,  in  the  hope  tliat  your  lord- 
ship may  be  able  to  obtain  an  exemption  on  this  ground  in  the  case  of  ship- 
ments made  to  this  island. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  remark  on  the  serious  embarrassment  which  will 
be  occasioned  to  the  trade  with  this  island  should  these  rules  be  enforced. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  DUNDAS, 

Lieutenant  Governor, 

Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ifc,t  S^c, 
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MEMORIAL  OP  THB   CHAMBBB  OP  COMMBRCB  OP  ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. 

To  hU  excellency  the  Hon.  Arthur  Hamilton  Gordon^  lieutenant  governor  and 
commander-in-chief  of  the  proi^ince  of  New  Brt^nstoick. 

St.  John,  March  11,  1864. 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  St.  John,  in  the 
province  aforesaid,  respectfully  represents  :  That  this  chamber  has  learned  that 
oy  a  recent  regulation  of  the  customs  authorities  in  the  city  of  New  York  bonds 
are  required  on  the  shipment  of  goods  to  this  province,  providing,  under  heavy 
penalties,  that  such  goods  shall  be  landed  in  the  province,  and  shall  not  be 
transported  to  any  place  under  insurrectionary  control  of  the  so-called  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America,  and  shall  not  be  used  in  any  way  to  give  aid  or  comfort 
to  such  insurgents,  with  consent,  permission,  or  connivance  of  the  owners,  shippers, 
carriers,  or  consignees  thereof. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  represent  that  they  cannot  but  regard 
the  requirement  of  bonds  of  this  nature  as  an  imputation  upon  the  integrity 
and  honor  of  importers  in  the  province,  inasmuch  as  it  is  an  implication  that  said 
importers  seek  to  possess  themselves  of  goods  for  a  purpose  at  direct  variance 
with  the  proclamation  of  her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  opposed  to 
their  principles  as  being  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  regular  and  legitimate 
business. 

Your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  that,  while  it  may  accord  with  the  practice 
in  certain  cases  to  demand  bonds  for  the  due  landing  and  delivery  of  goods  at 
their  declared  destination,  to  seek  to  retain  control  over  such  goods  and  mer- 
chandise, after  being  so  landed  and  delivered,  is,  in  respect  to  articles  imported 
from  the  United  States  into  this  province,  both  unusual  and  unnecessary. 

The  absence  of  any  ground  for  such  proceeding  can  readily  be  made  apparent. 

The  tables  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  province  conclusively  show  that 
no  shipments  have  been  made  from  its  ports  of  goods,  in  any  appreciable  quantity, 
(originally  imported  from  the  United  States,)  to  any  ports  or  places  that  can  be 
suspected  of  complicity  with  blockade- running  operaiions.  This  fact,  your  me- 
morialists would  urge,  ought  to  secure  our  trade  from  a  regulation  which,  if  it 
were  really  required,  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  burdensome,  but  which,  when 
clearly  shown  to  be  unnecessary,  as  a  security  against  contraband  trading,  can- 
not but  be  deemed  vexatious  and  inconvenient. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  trade 
of  this  province  is  a  growing  one,  and  that  the  imports  from  the  said  United  States 
consist  mainly  of  breadstuffs  and  salted  meats,  for  which  there  is  a  rapidly  in- 
creasing consumption.  These  articles  are  imported  into  the  province  for  consump- 
tion therein,  or  in  the  neighboring  districts  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
that  (as  appears  from  the  table  of  exports  hereto  appended)  none  are  reshipped 
from  the  province  for  a  destination  adverse  to  the  United  States.  The  require- 
ment of  the  bonds  of  the  nature  hereinbefore  designated,  upon  the  shipment  of 
these  articles  from  United  States  ports  to  this  province,  must  prove  a  burden  to 
the  trade  which  will  materially  interfere  with  its  extent,  since  the  costs  attend- 
ant upon  the  giving  of  the  bonds  for  such  heavy  sums  and  so  unusual  conditions 
are  more  than  the  trade  will  bear. 

In  view  of  these  facts  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  suggest  the  con- 
sideration whether  it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  continue  a  restriction  on  the  traffic  in  these  staples,  and  other  goods,  that 
must  eventually  curtail  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  both  parties. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  beg  respectfully  to  request  that  your  excellency 
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will  be  pleased  to  take  an  early  opportnnitj  of  communicatiog  tbeso  views,  and 
each  other  considerations  as  may  appear  proper  to  your  cxceUencj,  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's minister  at  Washington,  in  order  that  the  case  may  bo  laid  before  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  oar  commerce 
may  be  relieved  of  a  restriction  which  it  is  believed  is  prodactive  of  no  benefit 
on  the  one  hand,  while  resulting  in  positive  injury  on  the  other. 

L.  DONALDSON,  President. 
J.  WooDWAttD,  Secretary, 


Total  shipment  of  hreadstuffs  and  salted  meats  from  the  province  of  New 
Brunstoick  for  the  years  1862  and  1863. 

FROM  THE  PROVINCE  OP  NEW  BRUNSWICK,   1862. 


Destination. 

Barrels  of 
flour. 

Barrels 
meal. 

Ponnds 
salt  meat 

The  United  Kinirdom 

994 

8,209 
229 
168 

40 

749 

70 

3 

30,200 
2,600 

Nova  Scotia 

Prince  Edward's  island 

The  United  States 

900 

Nassan. ........................................   . 

300 

9,600 

868 

34,200 

FROM  ST.  JOHN,  N.  B..  1863. 

(Returns  from  outposts  not  received.) 


Destination. 


The  United  Kingdom 

Nova  Scotia 

The  United  States.... 
British  West  Indies... 


Barrels  of 
flonr. 


44 

8,710 


398 


9,152 


Barrels 
meaL 


523 


555 


Poundi 
salt  meat 


4,200 

13,400 

400 


18,000 


I  herebj  certify  that  the  above  Btalcment  relative  to  the  shipment  of  bread- 
stuffs  and  salted  meats  from  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  port  of 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  during  1862  and  1863,  is  correct  and  true. 
.     _,  WILLIAM  SMITH, 

I  •  ^'J  ControlUr  of  Customs,  Sfc.,  St,  John,  March  11,  1864. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  April  14,  1864. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  29th  ultimo,  and 
to  my  notes  of  the  13th  and  24th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yoaft 
copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada  respecting  the  in- 
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foimation  given  to  the  United  States  government  that  two  schooners  were  lying 
under  suspicions  circnmstances  in  Canadian  waters.  I  also  enclose  a  summai'y 
of  a  confidential  report  made  by  an  agent  employed  by  the  Canadian  anthori- 
tics  to  investigate  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Fiscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Government  House, 

Quehecy  March  31,  1564^ 
My  Lord  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  despatch  of  March 
1 3,  I  sent  a  confidential  agent  of  the  Canadian  government  to  investigate  the 
truth  of  the  information  communicated  to  the  provost  marshal  of  the  War  De- 

Eartment  of  the  United  States  relative  to  two  vessels  on  Lake  Erie  alleged  to 
e  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  piratical  aggression  on  the  lake  trade  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  no\^  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  excellency's  information  the  report 
of  that  gentleman,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  after  the  closest  scrutiny 
he  was  unable  to  find  any  evidence  to  substantiate  the  allegations  referred  to. 
I  have,  &c, 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons,  ^v.,  ifc,,  Sfc. 


Report  of  the  agent  of  the  Canadian  government  to  Viscount  Monck, 

I  proceeded  direct  to  Chatham,  Upper  Canada,  and  on  the  22d  instant  reached 
the  Bondeau,  17  miles  distant,  in  search  of  a  vessel  named  the  Montreal,  stated 
to  be  then  lying  there,  under  the  command  of  a  Captain  Whitby,  who  was  also 
stated  to  be  an  oflScer  in  the  so-called  confederate  navy.  The  said  vessel  was 
further  reported  to  be  then  and  there  lying  with  sails  bent  ready  for  sea  at  a 
moment's  notice,  armed  with  two  24-pounder  guns,  a  quantity  of  small  arms, 
cutlasses,  and  boarding  pikes,  and  manned  with  a  picked  crew  of  fifteen  men, 
having  hostile  and  piratical  intentions  towards  the  United  States. 

In  the  Rondeau  harbor  I  found  a  schooner  called  the  Cataragui,  under  the 
command  of  and  owned  by  a  Captain  Whitby,  and  with  sails  bent  as  described, 
but  affording  no  further  corroboration  of  the  story  as  reported.  Captain  Whit- 
by is  an  Englishman,  who  has  lately  purchased  the  Cataragui  from  Mr.  Anglin, 
of  Kinston.  He  has  never  been  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  at  all,  and 
is  now  living  with  his  wife  and  one  man,  a  servant,  on  board  his  vessel.  Hav- 
ing placed  myself  in  communication  with  him  immediately  on  my  arrival,  he 
afiforded  me  at  once  every  facility  for  examining  his  vessel,  to  whichi  proceeded 
in  his  company  across  the  ice  in  which  she  lay  frozen  in,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  The  only  armament  that  I  could  dis- 
cover on  board,  after  a  diligent  search,  were  an  old,  rusty  ship  cannonade  of 
about  four  pounds  calibre,  used  for  signal  purposes,  and  a  double-barrelled  fowling- 
piece.  On  my  return  to  the  shore  1  was  met  by  General  Terry,  who  commands 
at  Johnston's  island,  having  the  2,000  or  more  prisoners  of  war  there  undir  his 
charge.  Having  introduced  him  to  Captain  Whitby,  the  latter,  at  my  request, 
took  him  at  once  on  board  the  schooner,  as  he  had  previously  taken  myselfy 
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dins  enabling  him  to  ascertain  personally  the  true  state  of  the  case.  I  saw  him 
subsequently  on  his  return,  and  he  expressed  himself  fully  satisfied. 

From  Chatham  I  next  proceeded  to  Port  Stanley,  within  fifteen  miles  of  which 
place,  at  New  creek,  another  vessel,  called  the  Saratoga,  of  a  similar  character 
and  designs,  was  stated  to  be  lying. 

A  diligent  search  on  either  side  of  that  port,  and  for  greater  distances  than 
that  above  specified  as  the  place  of  her  concealment,  failed  in  revealing  to  me 
either  such  a  place  or  vessel,  and  shipping  masters  born  in  that  locality,  who 
have  sailed  the  lakes  all  their  lives,  informed  me  that  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  creek  bearing  that  name  on  Lake  Erie.  The  creeks  from  the  Eondeaa 
eastwards  until  you  reach  Port  Stanley,  a  distance  of  about  forty-five  miles, 
are  in  the  following  order :  Big  creek,  Clear  creek,  Sixteen-Mile  creek,  Numb^- 
Nine  creek,  Colonel  Talbot's  creek,  and  Kettle  creek,  otherwise  Port  Stanley. 
From  the  latter  place,  still  following  the  coast  line  eastward  to  Port  Burwell,  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  are  Silver  creek,  Catfish  creek,  or  Port  Bruce, 
and  Otter  creek,  or  Port  Burwell. 

By  the  before-mentioned  authorities  I  was  further  informed  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  winter  a  vessel  at  any  of  the  creeks  I  have  enumerated,  except  at 
the  ports  named,  and  there  I  saw  and  examined  some  fifteen  or  more  vessels,  but 
amongst  them  no  Saratoga,  the  vessel  I  was  in  search  of,  nor  could  I  find  in  the 
shipping  list  of  Canadian  vessels  navigating  the  upper  lakes  any  vessel  bearing 
that  name,  although  I  searched  it  diligently  for  this  purpose,  nor  had  the  ma^ 
ter  mariners  whom  I  consulted  knowledge  of  any  such. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  15,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  1 1th  instant,  respecting  cotton  owned  by  British  subjects  and  other 
foreigners  in  Louisiana,  and  particularly  relating  to  the  complaint  of  Miss  Maiy 
Murray  of  the  seizure  of  cotton  belonging  to  her  by  General  Filet,  of  the  UniteJi 
States  marine  brigade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  your  note 
and  of  its  accompaniment  to  tne  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  been  requested  to 
cause  au  investigation  of  the  complaint  of  Miss  Murray  with  a  view  to  such  pro- 
ceedings as  may  be  requisite.  I  have  also  invited  his  attention  to  the  geaen] 
subjects  as  presented  in  your  lordship's  communication,  and  shall  avail  mjgeli 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  reply  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8pn.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  18,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
9th  instant,  respecting  certain  cotton  now  in  that  part  of  the  United  States  which 
is  held  by  insurgents,  and  which  is  said  to  belong  to  Mr.  John  MulhoUand,  of 
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Belfast.   I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship,  in  reply,  that  the  subject  will 
be  taken  into  consideration. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  18,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  13th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  restrictions  imposed  on  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  British  colonies,  a  copy  of  which  communication  has  been 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  When  I  shall  have  received  an  ex- 
pression of  his  views  upon  the  subject  I  shall  address  myself  to  your  lordship 
i:i  relation  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant. 


Kight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8fc,,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD^ 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  April  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  lier 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  pointing  out  certain  irregularities  in  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  the  British  schooner  Nymph,  Alexander  McCoppin 
master,  and  requesting  that  the  United  States  government  may  be  moved  to 
retain  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  so  as  to  allow  time  for 
the  owners  to  defend  their  interests.  This  request  appears  to  me  to  be  reasonable, 
and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  prompt  and  favorable  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  2fc.,  2fc.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons, 


British  Consulate, 

New  York,  AprU  11,  1864. 

Mv  Lord:  Referring  to  my  despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  reporting  the  dis- 
charge of  Alexander  McCoppin  from  Fort  Warren,  I  have  the  honor  to  bring 
under  your  lordship's  notice  the  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  in  reference 
to  the  condemnation  of  the  schooner  Nymph,  of  ^  which  Mr.  McCoppin  waa 
master. 

This  vessel  was  seized  off  Matagorda  bay,  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  on  the  22d 
April  last,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Belize,  Uonduras,  to  Matamoras,  and  was 
taken  to  New  Orleans,  where,  although  there  was  no  prize  court  at  the  time 
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established  there,  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  sold — the  vessel  for  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  cargo  for  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents — and  the  pro- 
ceeds were  sent  to  either  the  Navy  or  Treasury  Department  at  Washington. 

The  papers  found  on  board  the  vessel  were  brought  to  New  York,  and  pro- 
ceedings instituted  in  the  prize  court  here,  under  which  a  decree,  by  default  of 
condemnation  of  vessel  and  cargo,  was  entered  on  the  27th  of  October  last, 
sixty  days  being  given  for  furthers  proof  and  to  allow  the  real  owners  to  intervene. 
That  time  having  expired,  and  no  one  having  intervened,  a  final  decree  of  dis- 
tribution will,  I  understand,  be  entered  in  a  few  days. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  lordship  that  the  proceedings  in  this  case  are, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  irregular,  and  the  decree  of  condemnation  ought  to  be  ^et 
aside ;  at  all  events  the  proceeds  in  the  hands  of  the  government  ought  not  to  be 
distributed  until  time  can  be  had  for  a  review  of  the  proceeding  in  the  case,  for 
which  purpose  Mr.  McCoppin  has  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  consuL 

It  seems  to  be  repugnant  to  justice,  and  at  variance  with  ordinary  notions  of 
the  grounds  of  a  decree  in  rem,  to  allow  a  condemnation  where  the  res  itst^lf  has 
never  been  subjected  to  the  process  of  the  court  nor  brought  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion. In  this  case  no  monition  was  serve  J  on  the  master,  or  on  any  part  of  the 
effects  condemned,  which,  as  I  have  said,  were  not  within  the  reach  of  the 
court.  A  publication  of  notice  of  the  libel  in  one  of  the  local  newspapers,  as  I 
am  informed,  took  place,  which,  under  the  act  in  reference  to  proceedings  in  the 
prize  court,  might  perhaps  have  availed  if  the  res  in  question  were  within  their 
jurisdiction,  and  on  this  proceeding  the  decree  by  default  was  founded. 

The  proceedings  in  the  prize  court  do  not  appear  until  recently  to  have  be- 
come known  to  any  parties  interested  in  the  vessel  and  cargo.  The  owner  of 
the  vessel,  it  is  stated,  died  many  months  since.  Mr.  McCoppin,  the  master  of 
the  vessel,  was  confined  in  prison,  first  here,  and  afterwards  at  Fort  Warren,  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Neither  the  vessel  nor  any  part  of  the  cargo 
being  brought  to  this  port,  the  proceedings  in  the  case  escaped  my  notic^^  and 
consequently  the  name  of  the  vessel  will  not  be  found  in  the  list  of  British  prize 
vessels  condemned  in  this  district,  which  I  recently  forwarded  to  your  lordship. 

Mr.  McCoppin  insists  that  the  voyage  in  which  the  Nymph  was  captured  was 
honest  and  bona  fide^  and  that  her  destination  was  Matamoras,  and  no  other 
port,  the  vessel  having  been  driven  a  little  out  of  her  courae  at  the  time  she  was 
fallen  in  with  and  captured.  lie  is  now  about  to  return  to  Belize  to  collect  the 
necessary  evidence  to  sustain  the  claim  of  the  owners  to  restitution,  and  in  the 
mean  time  it  is  but  just,  under  the  circumstances,  that  the  proceeds  in  the  hands 
of  the  government  should  not  be  distributed. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  ifc^  4^.>  ^. 


hori,  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washixoto.v,  April  18,  1864. 

Sib  :  You  were  so  good  as  to  inform  me  on  the  9th  instant  that  the  notes 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  addi*ess  to  you  on  the  4th  and  5th  instant,  respecting 
the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  James  Mellugh,  would  receive  due  attention. 

Mr.  McHugh  has  now  been  in  prison  four  months.  He  demands  that  he  be 
released  or  be  brought  immediately  to  trial.    This  demand  appears  to  me  to 
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be  perfectly  reasonable,  and  1  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  support  it.  I  must  at 
the  same  time  repeat  the  request  which  I  made  in  my  note  of  the  4th  instant, 
to  be  informed  how  the  case  stands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ifc,,  ^.,  Sfc, 


LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  a  note  dated  the  6th  instant,  announcing  the  release  from  Fort 
Warren  of  two  officers  and  three  seamen  who  had  been  captured  on  board  the 
British  steam£r  Don,  you  did  me  the  honor  to  inform  me  that  measures  were 
being  taken  for  the  discharge  of  all  bona  fide  foreign  subjects  captured  in  neu- 
tral vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade. 

I  deem  it  to  be  mv  duty,  with  a  view  to  hastening  the  release  of  British  sub- 
jects comprised  in  this  category,  to  ask  your  immediate  attention  to  the  en- 
closed list  of  persons  captured,  as  I  am  informed,  on  board  British  vessels,  and 
claiming  British  protection,  who  are  held  as  prisoners  by  the  government  of 
'  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  ffc.,  hfc. 


Mr,  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons, 

British  Consulate, 

New  York,  April  7,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  the  persons 
whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  list,  and  who  state  themselves  to 
be  British  subjects,  are  detained  here  as  prisoners  in  the  county  jail.  The 
seven  first-named  persons  were  captured  on  board  the  British  steamer  Scotia 
while  on  a  voyage  from  Wilmington  to  Nassau.  Two  of  them  report  them- 
selves to  have  been  passengers  in  that  vessel. 

The  seven  last-named  persons  were  captured  in  the  British  steamer  Don,  of 
London,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Nassau  to  Wilmington.  One  of  them  states 
himself  to  have  been  a  passenger  on  board  the  Don.  The  whole  thirteen  per- 
sons were  lodged  in  the  county  jail  on  the  25^h  ultimo.  The  Scotia  was 
brought  to  this  port  for  adjudication,  as  reported  in  nly  def«patch  of  the  9th 
ultimo.  The  Don  was  taken  to  Boston.  I  see  no  reason  for  the  detention  of 
these  prisoners  here.  I  have  caused  them  to  bo  ex;im.ned  by  a  clerk  from  this 
office,  and  believe  them  to  be  all  British  subjects  and  entitled  to  British  protec- 
tion. There  is  likewise  in  the  county  jail  a  British  subject  named  Adolphua 
Russell,  a  native  and  resident  of  Green  Turtle  Bay,  Bahamas.  Ho  states  him- 
self to  3iave  been  a  passenger  on  board  thj  sloop  11  iccr,  of  Green  Turtle  Bay, 
which  was  captured  on  the  ist  of  January  last  and  taken  to  Key  West.  Rus- 
sell was  kept  on  board  the  United  States  bark  Roebuck  from  the  time  of  his 
capture  until  he  was  sent  hero  and  lodged  in  the  county  jail,  about  three  weeks 
since.    He  is  suffering  from  ill  health. 
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Besides  the  above-mentioned  persons,  there  is  in  the  county  jail,  where  he 
has  been  imprisoned  since  the  2d  of  Febraary  last,  a  man  named  William  Pat- 
terson, master  of  the  sloop  Gopher,  of  Green  Turtle  Bay,  Bahamas,  which  was 
captured  and  sent  to  Key  West  on  the  12th  of  December  last.  He  states  him- 
em  to  be  a  native  of  Denmark,  is  now  of  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  and  has 
resided  twenty-eight  years  in  the  Bahama  islands,  where  he  became  naturalized 
as  a  British  subject  in  the  year  1850. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

The  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Name  of  prisoner. 

Name  of  ship. 

Where  Imprisoned. 

Papers  relating  to  the  case. 

1.  John  Smith 

fi.  William  Steame 

Steamer  Scotia.. 
..do 

County  jail,  New  York. . . 
do 

3.  Robert  Fernando... 

do 

do 

4    Richard  RlHlev 

do  . 

.     .     .     .do  

5.  William  L.  Paine . . . 

..  do 

do 

6.  John  McKinley 

do 

do 

7    A  W  Stein   

do 

do 

8.  J.  A.  Bed  well 

Steamer  Don .... 

do 

>     at  New  York,  dated  April  7,  m- 

9.  W.  H.  Hall 

do 

do 

10.  Bernard  Harding... 

11.  Samael  Bostock 

..  do  ..I       

do 

nexed  hereto. 

do 

do 

12    Frederick  Ticer 

.    do 

do 

13.  John  Temple 

do 

do 

14.  A.  D.  Clugett 

do 

do 

• 

15,  Adolphua  Racer 

16.  William  Patterson*. 

Racer 

, do 

Gopher 

do 

17.  W.  Owens  NeiU .... 

18.  John  McCarthy 

19.  William  Auitic 

Nuifield 

Dee 

Carroll  prison,  Washing- 
ton. 
do 

do 

do 

Note  to  Mr.  Seward,  March  24 ;  notcf 

20   John  Wertley 

....do  

do 

y    from  Mr.  Seward.  March  29  and 

ai.  John  Murphy 

do 

....do 

April  7. 

22.  William  Stephens  .. 

23.  Gnitavua  Krotch  . . . 

do 

do 

....do 

do 

24.  James  Garvick 

...  do  

do 

25.  John  King 

Paul 

U.  8.  ship  Princeton,  at 
Philadelphia. 

26.  J.  D.  Coleman 

Rossiter 

Note  to  Mr.  Seward,  March  13: 
notes  from  Mr.  Seward,  March  17 

27.  W.  H.  Thompson... 

do 

do 

and  22. 

S8.  Isaac   Fisher,   (ooK 
ored.; 

Not  stated 

do 

Letter  from  Fisher  to  her  Male«ty^ 
consul  at  Philadelphia,  of  MaiA 
22,  annexed  hereta 

*  This  man  is  stated  to  be  a  native  uf  Denmark. 


Mr.  Fi$her  to  Mr,  Kortright, 


Philadelphia  Navv  Tard, 
United  StcUes  Receiving  Ship  Princeton,  March  22,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  do  very  respectfully  reqneet  to  see  you,  if  you  could  make  it  con- 
venient at  any  time  to  come,  as  I  am  here  among  strangers,  and  in  a  strange 
country.    As  a  statement  of  my  case,  and  how  I  came  here,  was :  I  volunteerwi 
my  services  in  Nassau  for  two  pounds  a  month,  of  which  I  signed  for,  but  at 
the  same  time  being  quite' ignorant  of  the  destination  of  the  schooner  I  was  io. 
To  my  great  misfortune  I  was  captured,  and  brought  here  on  board  of  the  re- 
ceiving ship  Princeton,  and  I  should  like  to  see  you,  for  I  could  explain  things 
more  correct  to  you.     I  have  no  one  to  look  to,  as  I  am  a  colored  man,  and  my 
situation  is  but  very  little  pitied,  and  I  am  under  a  thousand  obligations  to  you 
if  you  could  aid  or  help  me  in  any  way,  for  I  have  no  one  to  look  to,  as  I  am 
a  British  subject,  and  a  perfect  stranger  here,  and  I  would  thank  you  as  your 
humble  servant  for  your  kindness ;  so  ple^ase  aid  or  help  me  if  you  please. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

ISAAC  FISHER,  OArrrf. 

0.  R.  K.  KORTRIGHT,  Epq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty* %  Consul. 
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Lard  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  April  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  MajcBty's  government  have  had  tinder  their  consideration  the  cor- 
reepondence  which  has  taken  place  between  this  legation  and  the  State  Depart- 
ment respecting  the  military  commission  appointed  to  investigate  the  cases  of 
persons  under  arrest  in  Fort  Lafayette  and  Fort  Warren,  and  they  have  par- 
ticularly directed  their  attention  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  suhject  on  the  12th  of  February  last. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  however,  regard  the  information  conveyed 
by  that  note,  or  by  the  paper  enclosed  in  it,  as  sufficiently  explicit. 

If  New  York  and  Boston  be  under  martial  law,  and  the  ordinary  forms  of 
civil  trial  be  suspended  universally,  and  without  exception  or  distinction  of 
persons,  subjects  of  her  Majesty  brought  before  the  military  commission  are  in 
the  same  condition  as  native  citizens,  and  her  Majesty's  government  may  refrain 
from  remonstrance  on  this  particular  subject. 

But  her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  this  should  be  clearly  stated ; 
for  if  this  be  not  the  case,  and  if  her  Majesty's  subjects  are  to  have  charges 
against  them  investigated  by  an  exceptional  tribunal,  and  are  not  to  be  allowed 
the  protection  and  safeguards  of  the  ordinary  civil  trial,  when  such  protection 
and  safeguards  are  still  open  to  United  States  citizens,  the  fact,  if  it  be  so,  may 
give  rise  to  very  grave  and  serious  complaint. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  therefore  instructed  me  to  apply  to  you  for 
a  more  explicit  statement  upon  this  matter,  and  for  a  distinct  answer  to  the 
questions  whether  martial  law  universally  prevails  at  New  York  and  Boston, 
and  whether  it  suspends  for  all  persons  equally,  citizens  as  well  as  foreigners, 
the  right  of  being  tried  before  the  ordinarv  civil  tribunal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyon*. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  20,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  the  18th  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  had  under  consideration  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  her  Majesty's  legation  and  this  department  respecting  the  military 
commission  appointed  to  investigate  the  cases  of  persons  under  arrest  in  Fort 
Lafayette  and  Fort  Warren,  and  that  they  have  particularly  directed  their  at- 
tention to  the  note  which  I  addressed  to  your  lordship  on  the  subject  of  the 
12th  February  last,  that  her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  however,  regard  the 
information  conveyed  by  that  note,  or  by  the  paper  enclosed  in  it,  as  sufficiently 
explicit.  Your  lordship  then  remarks  that,  if  New  York  and  Boston  are  under 
martial  law,  and  if  the  ordinary  forms  of  civil  trial  are  suspended  universally, 
and  without  exception  or  distinction  of  persons,  subjects  of  her  Majesty  brought 
before  the  military  commission  are  in  the  same  condition  as  native  citizens,  and 
her  Majesty's  government  may  refrain  from  remonstrance  on  this  particular 
subject;  bat  that  her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  this  should  be  clearly 
stated;  for  if  this  is  not  the  case,  and  if  her  Majesty's  subjects  are  to  have 
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charges  against  them  investigated  by  an  exceptional  tribunal,  and  are  not 
to  be  allowed  the'  protection  and  safeguards  of  the  ordinary  civil  trial,  when 
such  protection  and  safeguards  are  still  open  to  United  States  citizens,  the  fact, 
if  it  be  so,  may  give  rise  to  very  grave  and  serious  complaint ;  that  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  have  therefore  instructed  your  lord:*hip  to  apply  to  this 
department  for  a  more  explicit  statement  upon  this  matter,  and  for  a  distinct 
answer  to  the  Question  whether  martial  law  universally  prevails  at  New  York 
and  Boston,  ana  whether  it  suspends  for  all  persons  equally,  citizens  as  well  as 
foreigners,  the  right  of  being  tried  before  the  ordinary  civil  tribunal. 

In  reply  to  this  note,  I  have  the  honor  to  give  your  lordship  a  copy  of  a  pro- 
clamation issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1863.  I  have  to  state  further,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, that  military  commissions  and  courts-martial  are  instituted  and  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  and  decide  cases  of  the  classes  in  regard  to  which  toe 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  suspended  by  the  above-mentioned 
proclamation,  and  no  other  cases. 

I  have  further  to  state,  that  military  commissions  and  conrts-martial  take 
cognizance  and  try  complaints  against  all  classes  of  persons,  citizens  of  the 
United  States  as  well  as  Ibreigners,  without  any  discrimination  on  the  groimd 
of  their  citizenship  or  want  of  citizenship,  other  than  such  discrimination  u 
as  holds  citizens  to  full  obligations  of  a  perfect  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
while  all  the  rights  which  specially  belong  to  domiciled  or  transient  aliens  as 
such  under  the  law  of  nations  are  observed  and  respected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WULLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc, 

[For  the  President's  proclamation  above  referred  to,  see  congressional  docn- 
ments  of  the  15th  September,  1863.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  21,  1864 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  alleged  irregularities  in  die  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  the  British  schooner  Nymph,  Alexander  McCoppin,  master,  and 
seconding  a  request  that  the  proceeds  of  tne  sale  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  maj 
be  retained  until  the  owners  can  defend  their  interests.  In  reply,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  submitted  the  request  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  fumbhed  with  a  copy  d 
your  note  and  its  accompaniments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  yoor  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

Washington,  April  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  her  Majcsty'fi 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiairs,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
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a  copv  of  a  protest  made  by  the  master,  mate,  and  one  of  the  seamen  of  tlie 
British  wrecking  schooner  Dart,  against  the  proceedings  of  a  United  States 
steamer-of-war,  supposed  to  be  the  Yanderbilt 

Her  Mi^Qstj's  government  having  considered  this  protest,  are  of  opinion  that 
if  the  statements  made  in  it  be  well  founded,  her  Majesty's  territorial  rights 
have  been  intentionally  violated,  and  injury  inflicted  upon  her  Majesty's  subjects 
within  her  Majesty's  territory  by  a  cruiser  of  the  United  States.  Her  Majesty's 
government  have  accordingly  directed  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  those  statements,  and  to  request  that  an  investiga- 
tion may  be  made  respecting  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  8fc,,  !^c. 


Protat  tf  (he  nuuUTf  mate,  and  one  qf  the  eeamen  cf  the  Dart, 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Pr&videnr^ : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents :  That  on  this  9th  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1864,  before  me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Bumside,  a  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in 
the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  personally  came  and 
appeared  Gkorge  H.  Pearce,  the  master,  James  Harris,  the  mate,  and  William 
H.  Bethel,  seaman,  of  and  belonging  to  the  Bahama  wrecking  schooner  Dart, 
who,  of  their  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord,  did  declare,  (such  declaration 
being  made  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Bahamas  for  substituting  a  declara- 
tion in  lieu  of  an  oath  in  certain  cases,)  that  they  sailed  in  and  on  board  the 
Bahama  wrecking  schooner  Dart,  in  the  capacities  above  set  forth,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  6th  day  of  this  instant,  January,  from  the  blufP  in  the  island  of 
Eleuthera,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  port  of  Key 
West,  Florida.     On  arriving  oflp  Egg  island,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  these 
declarants  observed  a  vessel-of-war  in  chase  of  a  merchant  steamer,  the  latter 
of  which  approached  to  within  two  miles  of  Egg  island,  and  the  declarants 
then  observed  that  her  deck  load,  consisting  of  bales  of  cotton,  was  being 
thrown  overboard.    That  the  said  schooner  Dart  was  then  taken  through  the 
Egg  island  cut,  and  these  declarants,  with  the  rest  of  the  crew,  commenced  to 
save  the  cotton  which  was  drifting  about  on  soundings,  and  within  a  distance  of 
three  miles  from  the  land.     That  they  had  succeeded  in  saving  twelve  bales  of 
cotton  when  the  vessel-of-war  abandoned  the  chase  and  proceeded  towards  the 
Dart,  and  approached  within  hailing  distance,  she  haying  at  the  time  her  licensed 
wrecking  flag  flying  from  the  main-topmast  head.    That  this  declarant,  the  sara 
George  H.  Pearce,  then  hailed  the  war  vessel,  and  stated  that  the  Dart  was  a 
licensed  wrecking  vessel ;  that  the  cotton  was  in  British  waters,  and  that  he 
considered  he  had  a  right  to  save  it.    Two  of  the  crew  of  the  Dart,  James 
Carry  and  the  declarant,  William  H.  Bethel,  were  then  in  one  of  the  Dart's 
boats,  and  had  succeeded  in  securing  a  bale  of  cotton  which  they  were  about  to 
take  in,  when  an  officer  from  the  deck  of  the  war  vessel  presented  a  pistol  at 
them  and  declared  that  if  they  attempted  to  take  it  in  he  would  shoot  them. 
A  boat  was  then  lowered  from  die  war  vessel,  the  parties  in  her  drove  the 
wreckers  away  from  the  cotton  and  took  it.     The  crew  of  the  war  vessel  in  her 
boats  then  proceeded  to  save  the  rest  of  the  cotton  which  was  adrift.    And' 
these  declarants  frirther  decUre  that  the  said  vessel-of-war  had  no  flag  flying 
at  this  time,   although  when  in   chase  of  the  merchant  ship  she  had  the 
American  ensign  flying.    That  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Dart  hailed  and  asked 
38  c  * 
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what  the  name  of  that  vessel  was,  but  no  reply  was  giren ;  an  officer  from  tiie 
deck  of  the  ship  threatening  to  ran  into  the  Dart  and  sink  her  if  thej  attempted 
to  cross  the  bows  of  the  war  vessel. 

And  these  declarants  lastly  declare  that  the  said  war  vessel  was  a  side-wheel 
steamer  of  between  1,500  and  2,000  tons  burden,  brig-rigged,  drawinsf  twenty 
feet  forward,  with  two  walking  beams  above  decks ;  these  declarants  beliering 
her  to  be  the  United  States  vessel-of-war  Yanderbilt. 

GEORGE  H.  PEABCE, 
JOHN  M.  HARRIS, 
WILLIAM  H.  BETHEL. 

Declared  to  this  9th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1864,  before  me. 

r       ,  B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

l^'  *  J  Notary  Public,  Bakamas. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence: 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  Brace  Lockhart  Bamside,  a 
notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing 
and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  idand  of  New  Providence,  do 
hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  trae  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  duly 
made  before  me  by  the  parties  therein  named,  as  the  same^remains  of  record  in 
my  official  notarial  record  book,  page  243  to  page  245. 

In  faith  and  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
[l.  s.]     my  seal  of  office,  at  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  this  9di 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1864. 

B.  L.  BURNSIDE, 

Notary  Public 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setoard, 


Wa&hinoton,  April  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  16th  January  last,  and  to  my  answer 
of  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
schooner  J.  L.  G^rety  has  been  made^over  to  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Belize.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  subject  which  has  been 
addressed  by  that  functionary  to  the  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
colony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


Mr,  C,  A.  Leas  to  the  offieer  administering  the  government  qfthe  colony, 

Unitbd  Statbs  Oommbrcial  Agbncy, 

Belize,  February  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  ezceUency's  note 
of  yesterday,  informing  me  that,  in  accordance  with  a  decision  of  the  govemmeot 
of  Jamaica,  the  authorities  of  this  place  are  advised  to  transfer  the  schooner 
Eureka  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Belize,  and  requesting  me  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  safe-keeping  and  final  dis- 
posal of  the  said  vessel. 
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In  answer,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  accept,  in  the 
name  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  charge  of  the  schooner  Eureka, 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  verbal  permission  given  by  your  excellency  yester- 
day, fhave  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Onnningham,  the  inspector  of 
ponce,  (unofficial  on  his  part,)  to  continue  a  surveillance  over  the  vessel  as  here- 
tofore, and  also  the  two  men  as  guards  or  watchmen,  the  expense  to  be  paid  by 
the  agency. 

I  beg  also  to  request  that  the  authorities  inll  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with 
an  account  for  expenses  of  guarding  and  watching  the  vessel  to  this  date,  and 
also  of  any  outlays  on  the  part  of  the  colonial  government  in  the  effort  to  arrest 
the  parties,  Hogg  and  Brown. 

And  I  beg,  furthermore,  to  express  to  your  excellency  my  high  gratification 
and  appreciation  for  the  great  energy,  activity,  and  promptness  on  the  part  of 
the  autnorities  of  this  place  in  the  emrt  to  bring  to  justice  the  parties  who  took 
forcible  possession  of  the  Eureka  on  the  high  seas,  and  also  the  trouble  which 
has  been  taken  to  guard  and  protect  the  property  after  capture,  as  well  as  the 
discretionary  power  with  which  her  Majesty's  eovemment  has  been  pleased 
to  vest  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  by  virtue  of  which  much  time  and  expense 
have  been  saved  in  the  final  disposition  of  this  case ;  and  I  feel  convinced  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  will  not  fail  to  fully  and  amply  enter  into 
the  same  measure  of  appreciation  and  gratification. 

0.  A.  LEAS, 
United  States  Commercial  Agent. 

The  Officer  administering  the  Government. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  22,  1864. 
My  Dbar  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  wish  you  expressed  in  our  conversa- 
tion of  yesterday,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  an  article  in  the  BufiEalo  Morning  Courier 
of  the  15th  instant,  respecting  a  vessel  stated  to  be  building  at  that  port  for  the 
United  States  eoveroment. 
Yours,  faiufhlly, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  Q.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sft. 


[Extract  from  the  BafflJo  Morning  Coorier,  of  April  15,  1864.] 

"A  Cutter  for  the  Revenue  Service. — Captain  Ottenger,  of  the  United 
States  revenue  service,  has  arrived  in  this  city,  having  been  ordered  here  to  su- 
perintend the  building  of  a  cutter  for  the  lake  revenue  service.  Captain  H. 
Whittaker,  of  this  city,  is  one  of  the  contractors,  and  the  work  of  building  has 
already  been  commenced  at  Lower  Black  Bock,  under  his  supervision.  The 
new  cutter  is  to  be  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  long,  twenty-foTirfeet  beam,  with 
about  ten  feet  depth  of  hold,  and  will  be  of  the  side-screw  order.  Her  engines, 
four  in  number,  will  be  capable  of  600-horse  power,  two  engines  giving  power  to 
each  screw.  Circumstances  being  favorable,  it  is  expected  she  will  be  ready 
for  service  in  about  three  months.  The  design  and  drawings  of  the  engines  have 
been  made  by  Mr.  H.  Bloomingdale,  a  talented  mechanical  engineer  of  this  city. 
The  engines  are  to  be  built  at  the  Buffalo  Works,  and  will  no  doubt  be  in  every 
respect  worthy  of  that  establishment.  We  think  it  probable,  from  what  we  can 
learn  of  the  intentions  of  the  contracting  parties,  that  the  new  revenue  cutter 
will  be  the  Cutest  propeller  on  the  lakes." 


596  DIPLOMATIC  COBBESPOKDENCE. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lycm9. 

Bbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WoihmgUm,  April  22, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  ai  the 
18th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHngn,  and  to  inform  you 
lordship,  in  reply,  that  on  the  11th  instant  I  called  upon  General  Dix  for  mfor- 
mation  as  to  tne  progress  of  the  investigation  in  this  case,  since  which  I  \m»t 
had  no  advices  on  the  subject.  I  have  now  requested  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
require  such  information  from  the  proper  authonties,  and  have  laid  before  hnia 
copy  of  your  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLLLiM  K  SEWA&D. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ifc,  igc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyone, 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtofh  AprU  25,  1864 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  2l8t  instant,  respectinff  the  case  of  the  British  wrecking  schooner 
Dart,  alleged  to  have  been  molested  by  a  United  States  cruiser  supposed  to  ha^e 
been  the  Yanderbilt,  while  savine  cotton,  in  British  waters,  which  had  been 
thrown  overboard  by  a  vessel  which  die  cruiser  was  pursuing.  In  reply,  I  hs?e 
the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  refenred  the  matter  to  Uie  NaTj 
Department  for  investigation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  connderation,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAVD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyont. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  27,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  case  of 
James  McHugh,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship,  in  reply,  that  I  lean 
from  Major  General  Dix  that  the  military  commission  which  investigated  die 
case  have  reported  that,  in  their  judgment,  McHugh  should  be  released. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  se^ 
vant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord,  Lyons,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  April  27, 1864. 
Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government,  with  a  view  to  rightly  understanding  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  18th  February  last,  have  desired  me  to  aeikd 
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them  officiiJ  infonnatioa  of  the  tmi  of  the  port  of  Brownsville  being  in  possee- 
flion  of  the  United  States  troops. 

I  recollect  that  in  the  momth  of  November  last,  when  accounts  of  the  occopa- 
tioQ  of  Brownsville  first  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  I  had  some  conversation 
with  yen  on  the  subject,  and  that  you  observed  thiU  the  government  had  not  yet 
received  official  reports,  but  that  you  entertained  no  doubt  that  the  intelligence 
ia  the  new^[Mpers  was  correct 

I  do  not  recollect  seeing  any  official  account  of  the  event  in  the  newspapers 
afWrwards,  nor  do  I  find  any  on  searching  the  files  of  those  papers  which  have 
been  preserved  here.  I  venture,  therefore,  to  have  recourse  to  your  kindness, 
and  to  ask  you  to  communicate  to  me  any  document,  or  to  give  me  any  informa- 
tion which  will  enable  me  to  state  offi<ualIy  to  her  Majes^'s  government  the 
fiact  of  the  port  of  Brownsville  being  in  possession  of  the  United  States  troops, 
and  the  date  at  which  they  repossessed  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant. 

LTON& 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  ^e.,  Sfc. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  AprU  29, 1864. 

Sis  :  You  did  me  the  honor  on  the  6th  instant  to  inform  me  that  measures 
were  being  taken  for  the  discharge  of  all  bona  fide  foreign  subjects  captured  in 
neutral  vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade.  On  the  18th  instant  I  submitted 
to  you  a  list  of  twenty-eight  persons  captured  on  board  British  vessels,  and 
claiming  British  protection,  who  were  detained  as  prisoners  by  the  United  States 
government  Alt  these  persons  except  Isaac  Fisher  are,  I  am  afraid,  still  impris- 
oned. 

I  have,  moreover,  reason  to  fear  that  there  are  British  subjects  captured  under 
similar  circumstances  who  are  detained  at  or  near  Fortress  Monroe,  and  I  deem 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  request  you  to  give  me,  without  delay,  information  on  this 
subject.  I  consider  it  also  to  be  right  that  I  should  ask  y6u  whether,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cases  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  which  I  have  brought 
before  you,  there  are  other  British"  subjects,  or  persons  claiming  to  be  British  sub- 
jects, who,  havine  been  captured  on  board  British  or  other  neutral  vessels,  are 
held  as  prisoners  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoTir  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward,  ^c^  ^.,  igc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  29, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copies  of  despatches  from 
her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  and  their  enclosures.  They  relate  to  com- 
plaints made  by  four  men  claiming  British  protection,  and  captured  on  board 
vessels  seized  by  United  States  cruisers ;  that  money  and  other  articles  belong- 
ing to  them  have  been  taken  away  from  them  by  United  States  officers  and  have 
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not  been  returned.    The  names  of  the  men  are,  Batt  Callahan,  William  Ebbett, 
Joseph  Ebbett,  and  WQliam  Thompson. 

I  regret  very  mnch  to  find  that,  from  the  statements  made  hj  these  men, 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  several  British  subjects,  captured  on  board 
vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade,  are  held  as  prisoners  by  the  United  States 
government  at  Gamp  Hamilton,  near  Fortress  Monroe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Archibald  to  Lord  Lffous. 

Nbw  York,  April  25,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  for  such  action 
thereon  as  your  lordship  may  think  fit,  an  affidavit  in  original,  made  before  me 
by  Batt  Oallahan,  a  British  subject,  complaining  that  he  has  been  deprived  of 
money  and  personal  e£fects  of  value  by  officers  of  the  United  States  navy,  he 
being  one  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Scotia,  captured  some  time  back  for  al- 
leged violation  of  blockade. 

Oallahan  states,  in  addition,  that  he  has  been  for  some  time  since  the  vessel's 
capture  detained  as  a  prisoner  at  Gamp  Hamilton,  near  Fortress  Monroe,  Vir- 
ginia, whence  he  was  a  few  days  ago  released,  and  that  there  are  at  present  a 
number  of  British  subjects  in  confinement  at  the  same  place,  captured  about  the 
same  time  on  board  the  steamers  Don,  Mary  Ann,  and  Scotia,  on  a  similar  charge. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  4^.,  !^. 


Batt  Callahan,  being  sworn,  deposes  that  he  is  a  British  subject,  and  has  been 
a  resident  of  Charleston,  South  Carolioa,  since  January,  1 858.  That  upon  the 
28th  of  February,  1864,  deponent  went  on  board  the  steamer  Scotia,  which  ves- 
sel was  then  lying  at  the  port  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpoee 
of  working  his  way  to  Nassau,  N.  P.,  fearing,  to  remain  longer  in  the  Comed- 
erate  States  on  account  of  the  conscription  which  was  at  that  time  being  enforced. 

That  said  steamei:  Scotia  sailed  from  Wilmington,  and  was,  upon  the  let  of 
March,  captured  by  the  United  States  ship  Connecticut  for  violation  of  blockade; 
that  he  and  others  of  the  Scotia's  crew  were  afterwards  transferred  to  the  United 
States  ship  Monticello,  and  that  soon  after  such  transfer  were  all  searched,  and 
various  sums  of  money  taken  from  their  persons  by  the  officers  of  the  Monticello. 

Deponent  had  upon  his  person  when  so  searched  a  bag  containing  between 
fifty-nine  and  sixty  dollars  in  silver  coin,  which,  together  with  a  gold  watch  and 
chain  and  two  pocket  knives,  were  taken  from  him  by  one  of  the  officers,  who 
gave  him  a  receipt  for  the  same,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy;  and  since 
that  time  deponent  has  not  had  such  sum  of  money,  watch  and  chain,  or  pocket 
knives  restored  to  him,  nor  does  he  know  what  has  become  of  them. 

BATT  CALLAHAN. 

Sworn  at  the  British  consulate.  New  York,  this  26th  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 
.  „, ,  1  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD, 

^''^^^•J  Her  Majestys  Connl. 
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Beodved,  Mareh  11,  1864,  irom  Batt  Callahan,  prboner  of  war,  one  money 
bag,  (unopened,)  two  kniyes,  one  watch  and  chain. 

JOHN  PURET, 
Acting  Aisist.  Paynuuter  U.  8.  Steamer  Monticdlo. 


Mr.ArehibaiduLardLifotu. 

New  York,  April  27, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  my  despatch  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  copies  of  three  receipts  given  by  the  paymaster 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Monticello  to  three  British  subjects,  captured  upon 
the  steamers  Don  and  Mary  Ann  for  alleged  violation  of  blockade. 

The  men  state  that  these  amounts,  as  well  as  some  articles  of  slieht  value, 
such  as  pocket  knives,  were  taken  from  dieir  persons  by  force,  not  by  me  officers 
of  the  capturing  vessel,  but  by  those  of  die  United  States  steamer  Monticello, 
upon  which  vessel  they  were  being  conveyed  as  passengers  to  Portress  Monroe. 

They  report  that  several  of  the  Scotia's  ana  Mary  Ann's  men  are  still  in 
detention  at  Gamp  Hamilton. 

I  have,  &;c.,  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  C.  B. 


[Enclosures.] 

Received,  March  11,  from  William  Ebbett,  prisoner  of  war,  one  money  bag, 
(unopened,)  and  one  knife. 

JOHN  FDRET, 
Acting  Assist,  Payrnaster,  U.  8.  8teamer  ManticeUo, 


Received,  March  11,  from  W.  Thompson,  a  prisoner  of  war,  thirteen  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  in  silver. 

y   JOHN  FUREY, 
Acting  Assist,  Paymaster,  U,  8  8teamer  Monticello. 


Received,  March  11, 1864,  from  Joseph  Ebbitt,  a  prisoner  of  war,  one  knife, 
one  watch,  one  dollar  in  silver,  and  one  chain. 

JOHN  FURET, 
Acting  Assist,  Paymaster,  U,  8,  Steamer  Monticello,    * 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  8etpard, 

Washington,  April  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  numerous  notes  respecting  the  British  subjects 
taken  on  board  neutral  vessels,  who  are  held  as  prisoners  by  the  United  States 
government,  and  in  particular  to  the  notes  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  this  subject  on  the  18th  instant  and  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  you  an  affidavit,  showing  that  Percival  A.  JBedwell,  Samuel  Bostock, 
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Frederick  Tigar,  John  Temple,  and  Aloiizo  D.  Olaggett,  who  were  taken  on 
board  the  British  steamer  Don,  and  who  have  been  confined  in  the  epunty  ja3 
at  New  York  since  the  twenty-sixth  of  hist  month,  are  British  subjects.  It 
appears  that  proof  of  this  fact  has  ahreadj  been  submitted  to  the  federal  aaihori- 
ties,  but  that  these  five  men  are  nevertheless  still  detained  in  the  jail  The 
two  other  men  who  are  mentioned  as  belonging  to  the  Don,  in  the  list  which 
accompanied  my  note  of  the  18th  instant,  would  seem  to  have  been  released. 

I  must  beg  you  to  state  to  me,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, the  grounds  on  which  the  protracted  detention  of  the  men,  still  in  jail,  is 
held  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  be  justifiable. 

I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  being  so  good  as  to  send  the  affidavit  back  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c,  4^.,  Sfc. 


i 


United  Statbs  of  America, 

State  of  New  York,  u: 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all  to  whom  the  same  doth  or  maj 
concern,  that  I,  Gharles  Edwards,  a  public  notary  in  and  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  by  letters  patent  under  the  ereat  seal  of  the  said  State,  duly  commisBioned 
and  sworn,  and  in  and  by  the  said  letters  patent  invested  ''with  full  power  and 
authority  to  attest  deeds,  wills,  codicils,  agreements,  and  other  instroments  in 
writing,  and  to  administer  any  oath  or  oaths  to  any  perscm  or  persons,"  do  hereby 
certify  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared Percival  A.  Bedwell,  late  second  officer  of  the  prize  steamer  Don,  Samuel 
Bostock,  late  third  engineer  of  said  vessel,  Frederick  Tigar,  late  third  officer  of 
said  vessel,  John  Temple,  late  second  engineer  of  said  vessel,  and  Alonso  D' 
Glaggett,  late  passenger  on  said  vessel,  and  thus  being  by  me  first  duly  flwonii 
do,  and  each  for  himself  dolh  depose  and  say,  that  they  have  been  confined  in 
the  New  York  county  jail,  New  York,  ever  since  the  twenty-sixth  dav  of  MirA 
last,  and  are  still  there,  but  for  no  crime ;  and  they  say  they  are  all  mtish  snb- 
ects  by  birth,  and  have  never  thrown  off  their  alle^^anee  to  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain. 

And  the  sud  Pereival  A.  Bedwell  for  himself  saith,  he  was  bom  of  British 
parents,  neither  of  whom  ever  were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
Its  States,  (confederate  or  otherwise,)  nor  were  they  ever  within  the  United  Steles 
of  America ;  and  this  deponent  belongs  to  London,  England. 

And  the  said  Samuel  Bostock  for  himself  saith,  he  was  bom  of  British  parents, 
neither  of  whom  were  ever  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  anj  of 
its  States,  (confederate  or  otherwise,)  nor  were  they  ever  within  the  United  States 
of  America;  and  this  deponent  belongs  to  Bolton,  Lancashire,  England. 

And  the  said  Frederick  Tigar  for  himself  saith,  he  was  bom  of  British  parents^ 
neither  of  whom  were  ever  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  anj  of 
its  States,  (confederate  or  otherwise,)  nor  were  they  ever  within  the  Unitea 
States  of  Ainerica,  and  this  deponent  belongs  to  Beverley,  Yorkshire,  England. 

And  the  said  John  Temple  for  himself  saith,  he  was  bom  of  British  parents^ 
neither  of  whom  were  ever  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of 
its  States,  (confederate  or  otherwise,)  nor  were  they  ever  within  the  United 
States  of  America;  and  this  deponent  belongs  to  St,  John,  Ne#  Bmnawick, 
British  possessions. 

And  the  said  Alonzo  D.  Olaggett  for  hfanself  saith,  he  was  bom  of  British 
parents,  neither  of  whom  were  ever  citizeiu  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
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of  any  of  its  States,  (confederate  or  otherwise,)  nor  were  they  ever  within  the 
TJnitea  States  of  America;  and  this  de{k>nent  belongs  to  Montreal,  Canada. 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  required,  I  have  granted  this  under  my  notarial 
firm  and  seal. 

^  Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State  of  New  York,  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-foTir. 


In  prsemissorum  fidem. 


CHARLES  EDWARDS, 

30  Pine  Street,  New  York. 
PERCIVAL  ARCHIBALD  BED  WELL. 
SAMUEL  BOSTOCK. 
FREDERICK  TIGAR. 
JOHN  TEMPLE. 
ALEX.  CLAGGETT. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyont. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  May  2,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  18th  ultimo,  relative  to  persons,  twen  - 

Speight  in  numher,  captured  on  British  vessels  violating  the  blockade,  I  have 
e  lienor  to  enclose,  in  inBply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant , 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  WMu  to  Mr.  Seu>ard. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  April  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21s^ 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  18th  instant  from  Lord  Lyons,  accom~ 
panied  by  a  communication  from  the  British  consul  at  New  York,  and  a  list  o^ 
the  twenty-eight  prisoners  (blockade  runners)  who  claim  to  be  British  subjects. 

An  examination  of  the  prisoners  in  the  county  jail  at  New  York  was  made  by 
Marshal  Murray,  and  the  result  communicated  to  the  department.  Of  the  four- 
teen persons  captured  in  the  Scotia  and  Don,  named  in  the  list  above  referred  to, 
only  two,  William  H.  Hall  and  Bernard  Harding,  were,  in  the  opinion  of  themar- 
shflJ,  bona  fide  British  subjects.  Those  two  have  doubtleBS  ere  this  been  dis- 
charged under  the  instructions  of  the  department,  given  on  the  14th  instant.  Mr. 
Murray  stated  that  he  was  convinced  the  others  were  not  foreigners,  their  gen- 
eral appearance  and  dialect,  coupled  wiUi  certain  information  that  had  readied 
him  concerning  them,  tending  to  show  them  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  department  therefore  instructed  him  not  to  discharge  them  until  they  should 
satisfactorily  establish  their  alienage.  These  same  instructions  apply  to  the  case 
of  William  Fatterson,  captured  in  the  Gophir. 

Adolphus  Russell,  captured  in  the  Racer,  was  sent  north  by  Acting  Rear-Ad- 
miral Bailey,  with  the  remark  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  Key  West,  who  was  first 
captured  in  the  schooner  Anna,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  ^as  again  cap- 
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tnred  in  the  Racer,  violating  the  hlocka^e.  Of  the  seven  prisoners  of  the  Dee, 
and  one  of  the  Nutfield,  confined  in  Garroll  prison,  Washington,  the  department 
has  no  report  concerning  them.  I  have  to-day  requested  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  give  directions  for  their  discharge,  on  their  makmg  oath  that  thej  have  never 
been  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  insurgents,  and  have  never  in  any 
manner  exercised  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  19th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  grounds  for  detain- 
ing J.  D.  Coleman  and  W.  H.  Thompson,  captured  in  the  Rositer,  and  John 
BiDg,  captured  in  the  Paul.  The  explanation  reauested  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral 
Bailey  with  regard  to  the  last-mentioned  person  has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  department  on  the  5th  instant  sent  instructions  to  the  commandant  at 
Philadelphia  for  the  release  of  Isaac  Fisher  (colored)  and  some  other  British 
subjects  who  were  prisoners  on  board  the  receiving  ship  Princeton. 
Very  respectfolly,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  4,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  Beferring  to  your  communication  of  the  21st  ultimo  respecting  an 
alleged  violation  of  British  maritime  jurisdiction  by  a  steamer  of  war  supposed 
to  be  the  United  States  steamer  Yanderbilt,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
a  letter  has  been  received 'from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  upon  the  subject,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  a  copy  of  the  complaint  preferred  has  been  transmitted  to 
Commander  G.  H.  Baldwin,  who  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  aggression  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Yanderbilt,  and  he  has  been  called  on  for  an  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  5,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  much  satisfeustion  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  schooner 
J.  L.  Grerety,  or  Eureka. 

Thanking  your  lordship  for  the  information  it  contains,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  high  consideration,  my  Iprd,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  5,  1864. 

My  Lord  :*I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  thjt 
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27ih  ultiino,  asking  information  on  behalf vof  her  Majesty's  goYemment  in  regard 
to  the  port  of  Brownsville,  in  Texas,  being  in  possession  of  United  States  troops, 
and  in  reply  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  nave  applied  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  such  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant* 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  May  7, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  note  which  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me  on  the  22d  March  respecting  the  abdnctioii  of  Ira  Lee  and  George,  Cooper 
from  United  States  territory  by  a  Canadian  constable,  and  to  my  replv  of  the 
23d  of  the  same  month,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  expressing  his  ex- 
cellency's regret  at  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding,  and  stating  his  readiness 
to  order  the  two  men  above  mentioned  to  be  dischfi^ed  from  custody,  if,  on  a 
full  examination  of  the  case,  you  wish  such  a  course  to  be  pursued.  I  have  also 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  judge's  notes  of  the  evidence  taken  on  the 
trial,  which  I  beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  return  to  me. 

Yon  will  perceive  that  the  governor  general  states  that  he  is  informed  that  an 
irregular  practice  has  grown  up  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  with  regard  to  the 
arrest  and  delivery  of  prisoners.  His  excellency  adds  that  he  has,  on  his  part, 
given  stringent  directions  for  prohibiting  the  practice,  and  he  suggests  that  sim- 
ilar instructions  should  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoTir  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.  Sfc. 


'  Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lffons, 

GtoVBRNMBNT  HOUSB, 

Quebec,  May  2,  1864. 

Mv  Lord:  Referring  to  your  lordship's  despatch  of  March 23,  and  its  enclo- 
sures, respecting  the  case  of  two  American  citizens,  Ira  Lee  and  George  Cooper, 
alleged  to  have  oeen  illegally  carried  off  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
by  a  Canadian  constable,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  judge's  notes 
of  the  evidence  taken  at  the  trial  of  these  men  at  the  late  quarter  sessions  of 
the  county  of  Brant. 

From  this  evidence  you  will  perceive  that  these  men  were  undoubtedly  car- 
ried away  from  the  territory  6f  the  United  States  by  a  Canadian  constable ; 
not,  however,  in  defiance  of  the  local  authorities  of  the  United  States,  but  with 
the  assistance  and  approbation  of  those  officers. 

This  proceeding  was  clearly  without  any  legal  warrant. 

These  men  were  tried  and  convicted  of  larceny,  and  sentenced — ^Ira  Lee  to 
confinement  for  three  years  and  three  months,  and  G^rge  Cooper  to  confine- 
ment for  three  years,  in  the  provincial  penitentiary. 

I  shall  feel  obliged  if  your  lordship  will  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  my  feeling 
of  regret  that  the  irregularity  has  taken  place,  and  to  express  to  him  my  readi- 
ness to  order  the  discharge  from  custody  of  these  men,  if,  on  full  information  as 
to  the  &ctB  of  the  case,  he  wishes  that  course  to  be  pursued. 
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I  should  also  feel  obliged  if  your  lordship  would  m^ition  to  Mr.  Seward  that 
I  am  informed  a  practice  has  grown  np  on  the  part  of  mamtrates  and  peace 
officers  OB  both  sides  of  the  boundary  line  between  Canada  and  the  United  States* 
of  affording  each  other  reciprocal  aid  in  the  arrest  of  ftigitive  criminals,  without 
obtaining  we  proper  leeal  authority  for  such  proceedings. 

I  will  give  stringent  directions  that  these  irregular  practices  shall  be  prohibited 
amongst  Canadian  officers,  and  I  mention  the  subject  in  order  that  your  lordship 
may  suggest  to  Mr.  Seward  the  propriety  of  having  similar  directions  given 
with  respect  to  the  actions  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  justice  of  the  United 
States  along  the  line  of  frontier,  if  on  inquiry  it  shall  be  found  that  the  practice  to 
which  I  have  alluded  has  prevailed. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 

Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.f  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lpnu, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  May  9, 1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  tk 
7th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  abduction  of  Ira  Lee  and  Greorge  Cooper  from 
United  States  territory  by  a  Canadian  constable.  The  expression  of  regret  fiff 
the  occurrence  on  the  part  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada  is  accepted  as 
sufficient,  and  as  the  proof  shows  that  the  prisoners  were  in  all  probabiB^ 
guilty  of  a  felony,  this  government  has  no  desire  that  they  should  be  returned  withm 
United  States  jurisdiction.  I  concur,  however,  with  Lord  Monck  in  his  opinion 
of  the  mischievous  tendency  of  such  irregular  proceedings,  and  will  do  anything 
which  I  can  towards  thwarting  and  preventing  them  from  this  side  of  the  firon^t 
as  he  has  done  in  respect  to  that  of  Canada. 

The  notes  on  the  tnal  of  the  prisoners  are  herewith  returned,  pursuant  to  your 
request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  Be^ 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  ifc.,  !^. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  9. 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  On  the  30th  of  April  I  sent  you  an  affidavit,  which  seemed  to 
show  quite  clearly  that  die  five  men  lately  belonging  to  the  British  vessel  Don,  who 
were  still  detained  at  the  countv  jail,  in  Ludlow  street.  New  York,  were  British 
subjects.  They  were,  nevertheless,  itill  in  prison  on  the  day  before  yesterday i 
and  are,  I  suppose,  in  orison  still. 

I  understand  that  the  charge  made  for  board  in  this  jail  is  exorbitant,  and 
that  there  are  other  minor  grievances  which  might  be  noted.  I  cannot,  indeed, 
conceive  that  it  is  proper  to  send  neutrals,  taken  on  board  a  neutral  vessel,  seised 
for  breach  of  blockade,  to  a  common  jail  at  all.  It  is  undoubtedly  unjustifiable 
to  detain  them  anywhere  simply  as  a  punishment  As  to  anv  statements  whidi 
may  have  been  made  throwing  doubt  on  the  nationality  of  the  five  men  still  in 
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confinement,  I  need  hardly  remind  yon  of  the  false  statements  which  were  made 
to  the  Navy  Department  respecting  Mr.  Steele,  the  master  of  the  Banshee,  and 
which  had  the  e^ect  of  prolonging  his  imprisonment  for  ahont  a  fortnight. 

If  there  be  any  reasons  for  doubting  that  the  five  men  of  the  Don  now  in 
Ladlow  street  jail,  are  British  subjects,  I  b^  that  they  may  be  communicated 
to  me.  If  there  be  no  such  reasons,  I  do  hope  that  orders  will  be  sent  this  yexy 
dayto  release  them. 

The  evils  which  result  from  the  order  of  the  United  States  government  to 
detain  British  subjects  captured  on  board  neutral  vessels  as  prisoners  become  every 
day  more  painfully  apparent,  and  cause  me  so  much  anxiety  that  I  cannot  help 
being  importunate  on  the  subject. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  faithfol,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^c.,  Ijfc.,  ^. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  10, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  you  to  take  into  consideration  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  me  by  a  Mr.  Lewis  Packham,  who 
states  that  certain  British  subjects  at  Cincinnati,  in  Ohio,  are  compelled  either 
to  find  substitutes  or  to  serve  in  the  corps  formed  under  the  recent  <iU.  for  "  100- 
day  men,"  in  consequence  of  having  enroUed  their  names  in  militia  corps  for  the 
protection  of  their  homes,  at  a  time  two  years  ago,  when  the  city  was  threatened. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  wUl  romish  me  with  such  information  on  this 
matter  as  may  enable  me  to  give  proper  advice  to  ikoae  of  my  countrymen  at 
Cincinnati  who  are  thus  circumstanced.  If,  as  would  appear  at  first  sight,  they 
have  not,  in  fact,  done  anything  to  forfeit  their  daim  as  British  subjects  to  ex- 
emption from  military  service,  I  trust  that  orders  will  be  sent  without  delay  to 
the  authorities  at  Cincinnati  to  admit  and  respect  their  claun. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  Ijfc.,  ^c. 


Mr,  Paekham  to  Lord  Lyons 

Cincinnati,  May  4,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  wish,  for  the  benefit  of  my  fellow-countrymen  in  this  ci^,  to 
ask  a  few  questions  in  regard  to  the  stcUsu  we  occupy  under  the  call  of  the 
governors  for  one-hundred-days  men. 

During  the  Kirby  Smith  raid,  so-called,  two  years  ago  this  July,  a  great 
many  of  our  countrymen  put  their  names  down  in  militia  organizations  as  mem- 
bers for  the  protection  of  their  homes,  and  for  duty  on  the  fortifications ;  that 
was  under  the  old  militia  law.  When  the  elections  of  officers  for  the  militia  took 
place  last  year,  the  majority  of  the  officers  elected  were  democrats,  and  the 
governor  ignored  the  elections,  and  did  not  give  or  issue  commissions.  But  the 
fegislature  amended  the  law  and  formed  the  national  guard,  who  are  now  called 
into  service  for  the  one  hundred  days.  Now  the  officers  of  the  national  guards 
claim  all  those  men  who  put  their  names  down  in  the  first  organization,  and  had 
compelled  them  either  to  serve  or  find  a  substitute.  Can  they  avoid  doing  so  t 
In  several  cases  the  persons  have  refused,  when  the  national  guard  was  formed, 
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to  meet  with  them  or  to  pay  fines  that  were  imposed  upon  them  for  non-attend- 
ance, and  also  refxised  to  accept  clothing  which,  when  the  guard  was  formed, 
was  given  to  them — ^in  fact,  have  ignored  the  organization  altogether,  and  have 
never  been  molested;  but  now  the  officers  have  compelled  them  to  do  duty  or 
find  a  substitute.  Does  the  signing  of  their  names  to  defend  the  city  deprive 
them  of  the  protection  of  the  home  government,  or  compel  them  to  serve  in  the 
guard  on  duty  away  from  the  city  ? 

An  early  answer  is  respectfully  asked. 
I  am,  &c., 

LEWIS  PAOKHAM. 

LoRB  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 

Please  address  me,  care  of  Hinde  &  Porter,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr»  Seward. 

Washington,  May  11, 1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Galveston  has  reported  that  he  has  received 
information  from  a  source  which  he  deems  very  trustworthy,  that  on  or  about 
the  20th  of  July  last  the  United  States  forces,  under  the  conmiand  of  Colond 
Fullerton  or  Major  Montgomery,  entered  the  town  of  Brookhaven,  in  Mississippi, 
and  having  seized  upon  the  mail,  opened  and  destroyed  all  the  letters  and  aoc- 
uments  contained  therein,  and  among  them  a  packet  containing  despatches  ad- 
dressed by  the  consid  to  me,  to  the  care  of  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Bichmond. 
The  consul  adds,  that  it  is  stated  that  not  only  were  the  seab  of  this  packet 
broken,  but  that  the  seals  also  of  the  despatches  it  contained  were  broken,  and 
the  despatches  themselves  torn  and  thrown  into  the  streets. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  respecting  this 
matter,  and  communicate  the  result  to  me  for  the  information  of  her  Majetsy's 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  humble, 
obedient  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.f  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  11,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  communication  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  relation  to 
the  protest  of  the  master,  mate,  and  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  British  wrecking 
schooner  Dart,  against  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States  steamer  Vanderbilt, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  5th  instant 
from  the  Navy  Department,  from  which  it  appears  that  no  violation  of  her 
Majesty's  territorial  rights  has  occurred,  and  that  no  injury  has  been  inflicted 
upon  her  Majesty's  subjects  within  her  Majesty's  territory  by  the  cruiser  re- 
ferred  to  or  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Ijfc,  Sfc.,  ^. 


DIPLOMATIC  COREESPONDENCE.  607 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

Woihingtm,  May  6,  1864. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
Commander  G.  H.  Baldwin,  of  the  navy,  in  reply  to  the  protest  of  the  master 
and  mate  of  the  British  wrecking  schooner  Dart,  which  was  referred  to  the  de- 
partment  with  your  letter  of  Ae  26th  ultimo. 

I  am,  respectMly,  your  ohedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  (f  State. 


Commander  Baldwin  to  Mr.  Welles. 

United  States  Steamer  Vandbrbilt, 

New  York,  May  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  under 
date  April  29,  enclosing  copy  of  a  deposition  made  hy  the  master  and  others  of  a 
Bahama  wrecking  vessel  in  reference  to  my  acts  when  in  command  of  this  ship, 
on  the  6th  of  January  last,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

In  explanation  I  have  to  state,  that  on  the  day  mentioned  I  gave  chase  to  a 
steamer,  cotton-loaded,  undoubtedly  a  blockade  runner,  she  being  at  the  time 
about  eighteen  miles  northeast  of  Eieuthera;  as  I  gained  on  her  and  commenced 
firmg,  Ae  chase  threw  overboard  her  deck  load  as  auickly  as  they  could.  I 
continued  the  chase,  firing  some  thirteen  shots,  until  tne  steamer  was  in  neutral 
waters,  when  I  went  round  and  commenced  picking  up  what  cotton  I  could. 

The  reports  of  my  guns  brought  several  wrecking  vessels  out  from  the  various 
keys,  and  this  one  may  have  been  one  of  them,  who  got  all  the  cotton  they 
could.  I  did  not  consider  I  had  any  right  to  prevent  them,  and  did  not ;  though 
had  I  succeeded  in  capturing  the  steamer,  I  should  not  have  permitted  them  to 
have  taken  a  bale. 

In  regard  to  the  statement  made,  that  "an  officer  from  the  deck  of  the  war 
vessel  pointed  a  pistol  at  them/'  &c.,  &C.,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  was  the 
officer,  and  certainly  had  no  pistol  in  my  hands  that  day ;  that  on  their  coming 
close  alongside  to  take  a  bale  which  we  were  getting  hold  of  with  a  grapnel,  I 
shook  my  hand  at  them  and  said  I  would  take  it  away  from  them  if  they  at- 
tempted to  touch  it. 

In  regard  to  the  threat  to  run  down,  &c.,  I  explain  that  the  schooner  at- 
tempted to  run  square  across  my  bows.  I  hailed  tnat  I  would  not  give  way ; 
that  if  he  did  not  haul  his  wind  I  should  run  into  him. 

All  these  occurrences  took  place  nearer  four  miles  than  three  from  the  shore. 

I  presume  the  chase  threw  overboard  fully  150  bales  of  cotton,  of  which  we 
got»  in  all,  just  fifty  bales,  and  the  wrecking  schooners  the  balance,  although 
we  had  six  boats  out;  and  half  of  these  fifty  bales  were  got  late  in  the  after- 
noon, some  fifteen  miles  off,  when  there  were  no  wrecking  schooners  in  sight;  this 
part  speaks  for  itself. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  state  that  I  believe  I  acted  with  great  forbear- 
ance towards  these  fanpertinent  and  unthankful  fellows.  Had  they  behaved  to  a 
vessel-of-war  of  their  own  flag  as  they  did  on  this  occasion  to  me,  I  believe  they 
would  have  been  severely  punished  for  it  at  Nassau. 


608  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCB 

Trusting  that  the  above  statement  of  facts  will  prove  satisfactoiy,  I  have  the 
honor  to  subscribe  myself,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  BALDWIN, 
Comsnander  United  Statei  Navy, 
.  Hon.  OiDRON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washmgton,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WaMmgton,  May  14. 1864. 
My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  requesting,  on  behalf  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  official  information  of  the  fact  of  the  port  of  Browns- 
ville  being  in  uie  possession  of  United  States  troops,  I  have  the  nonor  to  inform 
joxtt  lordship,  in  reply,  that  that  port  was  reoccupied  by  United  States  troops 
on  the  6th  of  November  last,  ana  is  still  occupied  by  them,  according  to  toe 
latest  advices. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  H<m.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Ijfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  14,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respecting  the  detention 
of  Percival  A.  Bedwell  and  four  others,  taken  on  the  steamer  Don,  and  to  your 
note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  relative  to  persons  similarly  situated  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  lordship's  information,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  the  7th  instant  on  the  subject  from  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  be,  with 
high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 


Mr,  WeOet  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Navy  Department,  May  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5tli 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  on  the  30th  ultimo  (accom- 
panied by  an  affidavit  by  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  the  cases  of  Bedwell  and 
four  others,  who  were  captured  on  the  blockade  runner  Don. 

The  department  has  directed  further  investigation  into  the  cases  of  the  pris- 
oners referred  to,  as  well  as  of  others  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  at  New 
York,  who  claim  to  be  British  subjects. 

An  examination  is  going  on,  under  Major  Gkneral  Butler,  of  the  blockade 
runners  who  were  landed  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  to  whom  Lord  Lyons  refers 
in  his  note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  conmiunicated  to  me  with  your  note  of  the  4lli 
instant. 

Very  respectftilly,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
B.jx.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  Sft„  ifc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  16,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Eeferring  to  jonr  note  of  the.  30th  ultimo^  to  your  informal  com- 
munieations  of  the  9th  and  16th  instant,  and  to  my  note  of  the  14th  mBtant»  re- 
g'pecting  the  detention  at  New  York  of  Percival  A.  Bed  well  and  fonr  other 
persons,  claiming  British  protection,  and  who  were  taken  on  the  steamer  Don, 
captured  for  violation  of  hlockade,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply  to  your 
lordship's  notes,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  13th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  ^„  ^.  ,  * 


Mr.  WeOet  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

Wavy  Department,  May  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  J.  1th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  informal  note  addressed  to  you  by  Lord  Lyons, 
relative  to  the  detention  in  the  county  jail  at  New  York  of  five  persons  who 
were  captured  in  the  steamer  Don,  and  to  whose  cases  attention  was  previously 
called  in  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  Lord  Lyons  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  com- 
municated to  me  on  the  5th  instant. 

On  the  7th  instant  a  copy  of  this  last-mentioned  note  of  Lord  Lyons,  and 
accompanying  affidavits,  was  transmitted  to  the  United  States  marshal  at  New 
York,  with  instructions  to  re-examine  into  the  cases  of  the  persons  detained  at 
the  jail  who  claimed  to  be  British  subjects.  The  five  individuals  referred  to 
are  of  the  number  whom  Marshal  Murray  felt  convinced  are  American  citizens. 
In  their  affidavits  they  founded  their  claims  of  alienage  on  the  grounds  that 
they  were  bom  of  British  parents,  and  that  they  themselves  belonged  to  certain 
English  ports.  There  were  no  sworn  statements  that  they  had  never  voted,  or 
in  any  other  way  exercised  the  privileges  of  citizenship  in  the  United  States,  and 
had  never  been  in  the  pay  or  employment  of  the  insurgent  authorities.  It  was 
therefore  deemed  best  to  apply  this  test  oath  to  them ;  and  the  marshal  was 
directed  to  release  them  on  their  taking  it,  provided  nothing  was  elicited  on 
examination  to  show  that  they  had  sworn  falsely.  No  report  having  yet  been 
received  from  Mr.  Murray,  I  have  written  to  him  to-day  on  the  subject. 

Bonajide  British  subjects  found  on  board  neutral  vessels  seized  for  violating 
the  blockade  are  not  detained  as  a  punishment.  The  instructions  of  the  de- 
partment are  to  release  all  such,  when  dispensed  with  as  witnesses,  and  not 
charged  with  belligerent  acts.  But  doubtfdl  cases  frequently  arise,  and  frirther 
examinatioD  or  the  prodaction  of  additional  evidence  seems  warranted  and  ne- 
cessary. The  department  must  rely,  to  a  great  extent,  on  the  integrity  and 
judgment  of  the  officers  to  whom  the  examination  of  blockade  violators  is  in- 
trusted, and  must  be  guided,  in  a  great  measure,  by  their  reports.  In  the 
particular  cases  in  question,  the  United  States  marshal  reported  that,  from  their 
dialect,  general  appearance,  and  information  received  by  him,  he  was  convinced 
they  were  American  citizens. 

It  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  persons  seized  in  vessels  violating  the 
blockade  will  be  necessarily  subjected  to  detentions  and  annoyances.  The 
39  c  • 
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caoBe  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  certainly  not  one  which  commends  them  to 
special  favor  or  hasty  action. 
Very  respectftilly,  &c, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  oftKt  Navy, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lard  Lyom  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  16,  1864. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Another  week  has  passed,  and  the  British  subjects  taken  on 
bo^d  British  vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade  are  still  in  prison.  I  must 
beg  you  to  look  back  to  my  letter  of  the  9th,  and  I  must  express  a  hope  that 
you  will  at  least  enable  me  to  inform  her  Majesty's  government,  by  the  mail 
of  to-morrow,  that  the  five  men  lately  belonging  to  the  Don,  who  have  been  so 
long  confined  in  the  Ludlow  street  jail,  have  at  last  been  set  free. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  veiy  faithful,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4(v.,  4^.,  fy:. 


Lord  Lyom  to  Mr.  Sew€^d. 

Washinoton,  May  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  you,  dated  the  23d 
ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  2d  instant,  it  is  stated,  with  regard  to  certain  men  taken 
on  board  British  vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade,  who  are  detained  ae 
prisoners  in  the  Ludlow  street  jail  at  New  York,  that  Marshal  .Muiray  baa 
reported  that  he  is  convinced  that  they  are  not  foreigners,  their  general  ap- 
pearance and  dialect,  coupled  with  certain  information  which  had  reached  him 
concerning  them,  tending  to  show  them  to  be  citizei^s  of  the  United  States. 

The  affidavit  which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
and  to  which  I  have  since  more  than  once  called  your  attention,  appears  to  be 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  five  men  among  the  prisoners  in  question  who  were 
taken  on  board  the  Don  are  British  subjects.  They  have  now  been  seven 
weeks  in  the  Ludlow  street  jail. 

With  regard  to  the  seven  men  taken  on  board  the  Scotia  I  shall  probably  be 
soon  able  to  submit  to  you  further  evidence.  In  the  mean  time  I  must  observe 
that,  before  I  brought  the  cases  to  your  notice,  the  men  had  been  examined  by 
a  clerk  sent  for  the  purpose  by  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  on  whose 
report  the  consul  felt  hunself  to  be  warranted  to  declare  the  belief  that  the  men 
were  all  British  subjects  and  entitled  to  British  protection  in  this  country.  I 
conceive,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  information  which  has 
reached  Marshal  Murray,  and  which  he  regards  as  tending  to  show  these  men 
to  be  United  States  citizens,  should  be  commimicated  to  me,  in  order  that  I 
may  be  able  to  judge  whether  it  is  sufficient  to  rebut  the  presumption  that  they 
are,  as  they  declare  themselves  to  be,  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Ijfc.,  ^.,  8fc. 
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Lord  LyoTis  to  Mr»  Seward, 

Washington,  May  18,  1864. 

Sib  :  Her  Majest j's  government  have  considered  the  note  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  12th  February  last,  relative  to  tibe  case  of 
the  Don  Josd.  They  are  unwilling  to  suppose  that  that  note  was  intended  by 
the  United  States  government  as  a  final  reply  to  their  representations  respect- 
ing the  case,  but  they  are  nevertheless  unable  to  refrain  nrom  saying  that  it  is 
far  from  being  satisfactory  to  them. 

Her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  diere  can  be»  and  is,  no  dispute  as  to 
the  flagrant  illegality  of  die  capture  of  the  Don  Jos^.  The  United  states  law 
officer  could  find  no  ground  whatever  upon  which  the  vessel  could  be  libelled 
as  prize  in  the  prize  court,  and  this  fact  alone  is,  in  the  opinion  of  h&t  Majesty's 
government,  su^cient  to  found  the  claim  for  compensation  which  it  must  be 
presumed  that  the  court,  had  the  case  come  before  it,  would,  in  the  execution  of 
its  duty,  have  awarded  in  the  form  of  costs  and  damages. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  pass  over  the  justification  of  the  seizure 
which  seems  to  be  attempted  in  the  reports  of  Oommander  Glitz  and  Acting 
Master  Stimpson,  which  accompanied  your  note.  They  observe  that  those 
officers  allege  in  effect  that  there  was  evidence  in  the  ship's  papers  of  an  inten- 
tion to  run  the  blockade.  But  if  so,  why  was  not  the  ship  Drought  to  trial  ? 
Her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  after  releasing  the  vessel  without  trial,  now  to  plead,  as 
against  the  duty  of  making  compensation,  that  there  were  good  grounds  of 
captore,  and  that  the  district  attorney  came  to  a  wrong  conclusion  in  the  matter. 
Her  Majesty's  government  have  therefore  instructed  me  to  renew  and  press 
their  application  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  proper  compensa- 
tion in  tne  case.  What  the  proper  measure  of  compensation  may  be  is  a  matter 
which  may  require  investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  d^c.,  ijfc.,  Sfc.    . 


Lord  Lyotuf  to  Mr,  Setoard, 


Washington,  May  18, 1864. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  British  subjects  at  Memphis,  in  Ten- 
nessee, that  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  at  that  place  threaten 
to  expel  all  foreigners  who  have  not  enrolled  themselves  in  the  militia,  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  permits  to  bring  goods  to  the  place  are  refused  to  British  sub- 
jects, for  no  other  reason  than  because,  being  neutrals,  they  have  declined  to  join 
the  militia. 

As  it  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  United  States  government 
that  foreigners  should  be  so  treated,  I  do  not  doubt  that  proper  instructions  on 
the  subject  will  be  sent  to  the  United  States  officers  at  Memphis  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  hi^est  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^„  ^Cf  ^c. 
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Jt|r.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyon* 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

IVashingtont  May  19,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  oi  yes- 
terday in  reeard  to  the  course  of  the  military  anthoritles  at  Memphis  towards 
foreigners.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  copy  of  your  lordship's 
note  will  be  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  am,  however,  under  Uie 
impression  that  the  rule  concerning  beleaguered  places  like  Memphis  is,  that  for- 
eigners shall  either  take  up  arms  mr  their  defence  or  depart  therefrom.  How 
far  it  may  be  expedient  to  observe  this  rule  may  be  inferred  from  the  enclosed 
printed  copy  of  General  Orders,  No.  3,  of  the  10th  instant,  issued  by  Major 
General  G.  C  Washburn,  commanding  the  military  district  in  which  Memphis 
is  situated,  which  also  contain  the  regulations  affecting  trade,  and  the  reasons 
for  their  adoption. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^c,,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

Washington,  May  21,  1864. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  5th  March,  respecting  the  case 
of  the  Sylvauus,  and  the  answers  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  make  to  that 
note  on  the  8th  and  19th  of  the  same  month. 

With  regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  Sylvauus,  I  have  to  state  to  yon  that, 
although  her  Majesty^s  government  have  not  as  yet  received  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  any  explanation  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  took  place,  they  cannot  refrain  m>m  expressing  at  once  the  opinion  that  if  the 
vessel  was  fired  upon  and  sunk  in  the  first  instance  without  being  properly 
summoned  to  lie  to,  and  without  any  special  and  extraordinary  necessity,  the 
act  was  illegal  and  would  warrant,  per  se,  a  very  grave  remonstrance. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  and  imprisonment  of  the  crew  of  the  SylvanoSt 
it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that,  although  her  Majesty's  government  have 
learned  with  satisfaction  that  these  men  have  been  at  length  set  at  liberty,  thej 
nevertheless  consider  that  if,  as  unfortunately  appears  clearly  to  have  beeoa  the 
case,  the  crew  were  on  several  occasions  put  in  irons,  and  were  moreover  im- 
prisoned for  a  period  of  nearly  three  months  without  being  examined,  a  grave 
ulegality  has  been  committed ;  and  with  regard  to  Ais  last  wrongM  act  as  de- 
taining as  prisoners  British  subjects  taken  from  neutral  vessels,  the  recorring 
frequency  of  it  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  her  Majesty's  govemm^it  to  in* 
struct  me  to  address  in  their  name  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  a 
very  strong  remonstrance,  and  to  express  their  hope  that  ihej  ma^  not  agam 
have  to  complain  of  such  violations  of  the  plain  rights  of  neutral  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c^  Ijpc^  Ijfc. 
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Lcri  LyoTu  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  May  22,  1864. 

Sib  :  With  a  note  whicli  you  did  me  the  honor  to  wiite  to  me  on  the  16th 
instant,  you  communicated  to  me  a  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  13th  instant, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  he  had  written  on  the  7th  instant  to 
the  United  States  marshal  at  New  York  to  direct  him  to  apply  a  certain  test 
oath  to  the  five  persons  lately  belonging  to  the  Don,  who  are  confined  in  the 
county  jail  in  Ludlow  street.  New  York,  and  to  release  them  on  their  taking  it, 
provided  nothing  was  elicited  on  examination  to  show  that  they  had  sworn 
falsely.  On  the  17th  instant,  ten  days  after  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  sent  this 
order  to  the  marshal,  the  men  were  still  in  the  jail,  and  no  examination  of  them 
had  taken  place.     I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  have  vet  been  released. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says  that  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that 

Sersons  seized  in  vessels  violating  the  blockade  will  be  necessarily  subjected  to 
etentions  and  annoyances,  and  adds  that  the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged 
is  certainly  not  one  which  commends  them  to  special  favors  or  hasty  action. 
Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  ask  that  special  favors  shall  be  shown  to 
British  subjects  seized  on  board  vessels  captured  for  breach  of  blockade.  On  the 
contrary,  they  regret  and  disapprove  the  conduct  of  British  subjects  who  vio- 
late the  blockade.  But  her  Majesty's  government  do  expect  that,  with  reeard 
to  these,  as  well  as  to  other  British  subjects,  the  rules  of  international  law  shall 
be  observed ;  and  they  cannot  consent  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
shall  inflict  upon  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  penalties  not  warranted  by  that 
law,  or  that  the  United  States  authorities  shall,  whether  from  neglect  or  of  set  pur- 
pose, expose  British  subjepts  to  unnecessary  or  unlawful  detention  and  annoyance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  copies  of  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty's 
consul  at  New  York,  and  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  men  formerly  belonging  to 
the  Don,  as  well  as  to  those  formerly  belonging  to  the  Scotia,  and  to  the  other 
prisoners  captured  on  board  British  vesscdis  wh6  are  confined  in  the  Ludlow 
street  jail;  and  I  cannot  but  express  an  anxious  hope  that  you  will  at  once 
enable  me  to  inform  her  Majesty's  government  that  all  these  British  subjects 
have  at  length  been  released. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humUe  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  iic,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyont. 

British  Consulate,  New  York,  May  19, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
despatch' of  the  16th  instant  in  reference  to  the  continued  imprisonment  in  tne 
county  jail  of  New  York  of  the  seamen  of  the  Don  and  Scotia. 

In  compliance  with  your  lordship's  instructions,  Mr.  Yice-Consul  Edwards 
yesterday  visited  and  personally  examined  all  the  prisoners  remaining  in  the  lail, 
and  has  taken  from  the  men  of  the  Scotia  a  short  affidavit  in  support  of  weir 
declarations  that  they  are  British  subjects.  Mr.  Edwards,  who  examined  them 
more  particularly,  states  that  he  discovers  in  their  general  appearance  and  dia- 
lect  nothing  which  should  give  rise  to  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of  their  declarations. 
What  the  certain  information  may  be  to  which  Mr.  Murray  refci-s  your  lordship 
will  by  this  time  probably  have  been  ascertained. 
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Mr.  Vice-ConBnl  Edwards  alio  examined,  upon  oath,  Adolphns  RnsseU,  who 
swears  that  he  is  a  native  of  Qreen  Turtle  cay,  and  has  never  taken  any  oath 
of  allegiance  to  a  foreign  state.  He  further  swears  that  he  was  at  Key  West 
in  the  summer  of  1861  for  about  two  weeks,  as  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Ba- 
hamian, and  was  again  at  Key  West  for  three  days  when  captured  in  the  Racer. 

In  regard  to  the  seamen  of  the  Don,  two  of  them,  namely,  Samuel  Bostod^ 
and  John  Temple,  stated  to  Mr.  Edwards  that  they  had  been  told  by  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  ship  Kewbem,  when  prisoners  on  board  that  vessel,  that 
the  only  way  to  obtain  tneir  release  was  to  join  the  United  States  navy. 

Just  before  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  despatch  I  received  from  Mr.  Charles 
Edwards  a  further  letter  in  reference  to  the  continued  imprisonment  of  the  men 
of  the  Don,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy  for  your  lordship's  information. 
I  have,  &c.y  &c.. 


Lord  Lyon8,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


AJidavUst  ifc 


John  Smith,  Robert  Fernando,  Richard  Risley,  William  L.  Paine,  John 
McKenley,  and  A.  W.  Stein,  being  sworn,  depose  that  they  are  British  subjects, 
and  have  not  been  naturalized/in  any  foreign  country,  nor  have  they  taken  any 
steps  towards  being  so  naturalized. 

John  Smith  for  himself  swears,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
and  is  twenty -seven  (27)  years  of  age. 

Robert  Fernando  for  himself  swears,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  and  is  twenty-eight  (28)  years  of  age. 

Richard  Risley  for  himself  swears,  that  he  was  bom  at  sea  of  Britbh  parents, 
and  is  of  the  age  of  forty  (40)  years. 

Wm.  L.  Paine  for  himself  swears,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Nassau,  N.  P.,  and  is 
thirty  three  (33)  years  of  ace. 

John  McKenley  for  himsdf  swears,  that  he  is  "a  native  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  is  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  (21)  years. 

A.  W.  Stein  for  himself  swears,  that  he  was  bom  at  Antwerp  of  British  par- 
ents, and  is  of  the  age  of  twenty-six  (26). 

JOHN  SMITH. 
ROBT.  FERNANDO. 
RICHARD  RISLEY. 
W.  L.  PAINE. 
JOHN  McKENLET. 
A.  W.  STEIN. 

Swom  before  me  this  19th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1864. 

P.  EDWARDS.   * 


ChmrUi  Edtoards  to  Mr,  ArckUmld. 

New  York,  May  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  five  officers  of  the  Don  are  still  kept  in  prison.  *  About  a  week  ago 
I  was  told  that  Marshal  Murray  was  ffone  to  Washington  expressly  about  these 
men.  And  after  that  I  was  informed  an  order  had  come  on  for  their  further 
examination.  I  now  very  much  doubt  these  statements.  At  any  rate,  no  further 
examination  has  taken  place,  and  none  can  be  necessary  in  the  face  of  their  fi»^ 
raer  statement  and  deposition  (sent  to  you).    On  Saturday  I  was  assured  by 
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the  deputy  marslial  they  should  be  released  on  Monday.  On  that  day  (yester- 
day) I  sent  up  my  young  partner  to  the  marshal's  office  for  an  order  of  discharge, 
when  he  was  told  that  Marshal 'Murray  was  coming  on  with  their  discharge, 
and  would  be  in  New  York  T^ith  it  last  evening.  I  go  again  to-day,  and  there 
is  neither  Marshal  Murray  nor  a  discharge. 

This  is  more  than  trifling,  and  I  have  to  continue  to  pay  $12  a  week  each 
man  for  board  in  prison. 

Although  I  multiply  my  letters,  and  may  seem  to  give  trouble,  I  must  do  a 
duty  by  keeping  the  situation  of  these  men  known. 
I  am,  &a,  &c,  &c., 

CHARLES  EDWARDS. 

M.  M.  Archibald,  Esq. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  May  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  ^vemment  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  16th  March  last,  respect- 
ing the  coals  carried  off  firom  Angra  Pequena  by  the  United  States  ship  Van- 
derbilt. 

Her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  if  those  coals  were,  at  the  time  they 
were  taken,  tibe  property  of  the  British  mercantile  firm  of  William  Anderson, 
Saxon  &  Co.,  that  firm  is  entitled  to  compensation  for  them.  In  proof  of  their 
being  the  owners  of  the  coals,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Co.  have  produced 
the  original  bill  of  lading,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith. 
They  have,  moreover,  sent  particulars  of  the  claim  to  agents  at  New  York,  and 
1  trust  yon  will  authorize  me  to  inform  those  agents  that  it  mav  be  sent  in,  and 
that  if  the  particulars  be  found  to  be  correct,  it  will  be  promptly  satisfied. 

I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  bill  of  lading  hack  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the Jiighest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


William  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Co.,  shipped  in  good  order  and  condition,  by,  in, 
and  upon  the  good  ship  called  the  Earl  of  Marr  and  Kellie,  Captain  J.  Still, 
now  riding  at  anchor  in  Table  bay  and  bound  for  Angra  Pequena,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  coal,  (to  be  taken  from  alongside  the  ship  within  ten  days,  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  the  consignee,  the  captains  rendering  all  assistance  in 
his  power  in  landing  the  coals,)  being  marked  and  numbered  as  in  the  margin, 
and  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  like  good  order  and  condition,  at  the  aforesaid 
port  of  Angra  Pequena^  (the  act  of  God,  the  Queen's  enemies,  fire,  and  all 
and  every  other  dangers  and  accidents  of  the  seas,  rivers,  and  navigation  of 
whatever  nature  and  kind  soever,  excepted,)  unto  order,  or  to  my  assigns. 
Freight  for  the  said  goods  being  paid  here,  say  20  shillings  per  ton,  without 
primage  and  average  accustomed.  In  witness  whereof,  the  master  or  purser  of 
the  said  ship  hath  affirmed  to  four  bills  of  lading,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date,  one 
of  which  bills  being  accomplished,  the  other  three  to  stand  void. 

JOHN  STILL. 

Bated  in  Cape  Town,  September  3,  1863. 

Received  a  quantity  of  coals,  weight  unknown. 

THOS.  BOYCE, 
For  Anderson^  Saxon  if  Co, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  24,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  resolutionfi,  the  fourth  and 
fifth,  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  were 
unanimonslj  adopted  by  a  meeting  held  on  the  5th  instant,  the  former  relating 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  judicial  magistrate  who  had  custody  of  the  steamer 
Chesapeake  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  in  causing  that  vessel  and  her  cai^  to 
be  restored  to  her  rightful  owners,  and  the  latter  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Messre, 
Cunard  and  Company  in  furnishing  to  the  United  States  steamer  Ella  and  Anna 
the  coal  necessary  to  enable  her  to  pursue  and  recapture  the  Chesapeake.  Con- 
curring in  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions,  I  should  be  gratified  if  your  lordship 
could  find  it  convenient  to  communicate  them  respectively  through  the  appro- 
priate channels  to  the  parties  referred  to  therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  4^.,  i^. 


4th.  Resolved,  That  this  chamber  respectfully  acknowledges  the  upright  and 
honorable  proceedings  of  the  judicial  magistrate  having  custody  of  the  steamer 
Chesapeake*  at  Haliifaz,  Nova  Scotia,  in  causing  that  vessel  and  her  cargo  to 
be  restored  to  her  rightful  owners. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  this  chamber  desires  to  recognize  the  act  of  intematioDal 
courtesy  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  S.  Cunard  and  Company,  in  furnishing  coal  on 
a  sudden  emergency  at  Halifax,  to  enable  the  Ella  and  Anna  to  continue  tbe 
pursuit  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  finally  to  accomplish  her  recapture. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State. 

Washington,  May  25,  1864. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  tli« 
18th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Don  Josd,  and  in  repiy  to  inform  yonr 
lordship  that  I  shidl  give  the  matter  an  attentive  consideration. 

I  have  the  6onor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyonq,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

WcLshington,  May  25,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yomr  note  of 
yesterday,  with  the  accompanying  bill  of  lading  of  certain  coal  shipped  at  Cape 
Town  for  Angra  Pequena,  and  at  the  latter  place  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States  ship  Vanderbilt.  In  the  opinion  of  this  government,  the  bill  of 
lading  referred  to  aoes  not  sufficiently  show  that  at  the  time  the  coal  was  taken 
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it  was  in  point  of  fact  the  property  of  William  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Go.  Per- 
haps, however,  the  farther  particulars  which  you  say  they  have  sent  to  agents 
in  New  York  will  make  the  case  more  clear.  It  is  especially  desirable  to  know 
for  what  purpose  and  at  whose  instance  the  coals  were  shipped  fit>m  Gape  Town 
to  Angra  Pequena.  If  the  papers  in  the  hands  of  the  agents  of  the  claimants 
in  New  York  will  explain  these  and  other  circumstances  they  would  be  accept- 
able. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  yery  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  4v.,  Sfc, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  May  27, 1864. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  veiy  great  regret  that  I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  a  fresh 
instance  of  the  enforcement  of  tbe  restrictions  on  the  trade  between  New  York 
and  her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions,  against  which  it  has  been  so  often  my 
duty  to  protest,  in  the  name  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York 
by  Messieurs  Henry  de  Gordova  .and  Gompany,  merchants  of  that  place,  will 
show  you  that  they  have  been  called  upon  to  give  upon  shipments  to  Jamaica 
bonda  of  a  nature  so  stringent  that  they  represent  that,  if  such  bonds  are  as  a 
general  rule  to  be  exacted,  the  trade  with  that  island  must  cease  altogether. 

Waiving  for  the  moment  the  discussion  of  the  general  question  of  the  exac- 
tion of  bonds  on  shipments  to  British  colonies,  I  will  recommend  the  case  of 
Messieurs  de  Gordova  and  Gompany  to  special  and  immediate  attention,  and  ex- 
press my.  hope  that  they  will  be  relieved  from  the*  grievance  of  which  they  so 
Justly  complain. 

Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  assures  me  that  Messieurs  Gordova  and 
Gompany  are  highly  respectable  merchants,  weU  known  in  the  community,  and 
that  reliance  may  safely  oe  placed  on  their  good  faith  in  the  shipment  of  goods 
for  the  legitimate  trade  of  .Jamaica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- " 
dient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Sewaed,  ^.,  i^c.  i^c. 


Mesirs,  J7.  de  Cordova  8f  Co,  to  Mr,  Archibald, 

61  Begad  Steeet,  New  Yobk,  May  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  16th  instant,  through  Messrs.  Brett,  Son  &  Go.,  brokers,  we 
diartered  the  British  brig  Leonard  Bernr  for  a  voyage  hence  to  Kingston,  Ja- 
maica, and  back  to  New  York,  which  we  loaded  wiUi  breadstuffs  and  provisions 
and  cleared  at  the  custom-house,  so  far  as  we  were  concerned,  on  the  23d  instant. 
The  Vessel  cleared  on  the  same  day,  but  was,  on  the  24th  instant,  detained,  the 
captain  being  required  to  furnish  bonds  to  the  government  that  the  cargo  was 
not  intended  for  the  insurrectionary  States,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

This  is  the  first  instance  that  has  come  to  our  knowledge  of  vessels  to  Jamaica 
bein^  required  to  furnish  such  bonds ;  and  if  it  is  to  be  the  rule,  the  nature  of  the 
bonds  is  of  such  a  stringent  character  that  the  trade  with  the  island  must  alto- 
gether cease. 
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As  Tre  do  the  bulk  of  Ae  bnsmess,  und  have  certainly  for  some  years  past 
shipped  folly  one-half  of  the  exports  of  hreadstnffs  and  proTisions  to  the  island, 
which  we  do  altogether  on  commission  and  on  Briti!^  aceowit,  it  wonld  be  im- 
possible on  onr  part  to  comply  with  the  treaanry  requirements  abont  these 
bonds,  which  necessitate  the  finding  of  two  sureties,  each  possessed  of  real  eth 
tate  to  double  the  amount  of  the  shipment.  This  shipment  per  Leonard  Beny 
amounts  to  over  S25,000,  so  that  we  need  $100,000  of  security  to  release  the 
cargo.  We  are  loading  and  about  to  charter  for  the  same  port  the  Irtish  brig 
D.  K.  Dewolfe  and  the  Bremen  brig  Tabaco,  and  the  value  of  these  cargoes  in 
addition  will  be  fully  $40,000,  so  that  a  further  security  to  the  extent  of  tl60,000 
would  be  needed  in  case  the  custom-house  requires  them  to  be  bonded,  as  would 
seem  to  be  their  purpose. 

While  perfectly  wling  to  comply  with  all  reasonable  demands  of  the  Umted 
States,  which,  indeed,  it  is  our  duty  as  well  as  pleasure  to  do,  it  is  manifestly  out  of 
our  power  to  provide  such  securities ;  and  the  character  of  our  house  (which  we  could 
get  indorsed  Dy  numbers  of  respectable  merchants)  should  be  sufficient  guarantee 
that  the  trade  we  are  and  have  been  engaged  in  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  one, 
beneficial  to  this  country  in  every  respect,  while  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  whose  population  of  400,000  souls  requires  large  supplies  of 
American  provisions  for  its  support.  Our  firm  is  composed  of  H.  J.  Henry  and 
Solomon  de  Cordova,  British  subjects,  and  Isaac  Hendricks,  a  loyal  American 
citizen. 

The  property  in  question  is  all  shipped  on  account  of  British  subjects,  who 
have  paid  for  the  same  by  credits  on  London. 

By  representing  this  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  we  trust  you  will  be 
able  to  obtain  that  relaxation  of  the  rule  in  our  case  which  is  necessary  not  only 
to  the  population  of  Jamaica,  but  to  our  own  ability  to  provide  our  famili^ 
with  support 

We  have,  &c., 

HENRY  DE  CORDOVA  &  CO. 

E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washinotow,  May  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  23d  of  February  last,  as 
well  as  the  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  restrictions  placed  by 
the  United  States  government  on  the  trade  between  New  York  and  her  Majesty's 
possessions.  Her  Majesty's  government,  on  reviewing  the  whole  subject,  can- 
not but  adhere  to  the  opinion  which  they  have  already  expressed  with  regard 
to  it  They  cannot  but  consider  that  this  attempt  to  enforce  bonds  having  for 
their  object  to  govern  and  regulate,  not  the  immediate,  but  the  possible  future 
and  contingent  disposition  of  articles  of  lawful  commerce,  is  a  violation  of  the 
treaty  obligations  of  the  United  States  to  Oreat  Britain. 

Looked  at  from  another  point  of  view,  the  effect  of  these  bonds  appears  to  her 
Majesty's  government  to  be  not  less  objectionable.  They  inflict  a  great  hard- 
ship on  neutral  commerce,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government,  tliey 
are,  in  fact  and  tmth,  an  unjustifiable  extension  of  the  belligerent  right  of  block- 
ade, which  has  been  and  stUl  is  strained  to  the  utmost  in  the  present  war. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  consider  that  the  eflfect  of  these  restrictions 
is  veiled  by  representing  them  as  the  operation  of  the  right  to  suppress  contra- 
band "  trade  in  our  own  ports  with  our  own  insurgent  citizens."  On  the  con- 
trary, nothing  which  has  been  alleged  has  altered  Uie  strong  conviction  which 
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ber  Majesty's  govemment  entertam  of  the  inituy  which  has  been  and  still  is 
being  done  by  mese  yezatioos  restrictions ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  have 
instmcted  me  to  omit  no  endeavors  to  obtain  from  the  govemment  of  the  United 
States  redress  for  the  grievances  of  which  they  are  the  caose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^;.,  ifc.,  4v. 


Lard  Lyom  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  29.  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  day  before  yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  call  your  special  atten- 
tion to  the  execution  of  bonds  on  a  caigo  shipped  for  Jamaica,  on  board  the 
British  brig  Leonard  Berry,  by  Messrs.  H.  de  Cordova  &  Oo.,  of  New  York. 
Yesterday  I  addressed  a  note  to  you  expressing  the  strong  conviction  which 
her  Majesty's  govemment  entertain  of  the  injury  which  has  been  and  still  is 
being  done  by  Uie  vexatious  restrictions  imposed  by  the  United  States  govem- 
ment on  the  trade  between  New  York  and  her  Majesty's  possessions ;  and  I 
informed  you  that  I  was  instructed  by  her  Majesty's  govemment  to  omit  no  en- 
deavor to  obtain  from  the  govemment  of  the  United  States  redress  for  the  griev- 
ances of  which  these  restrictions  are  the  cause. 

It  appears  that  the  system  of  exacting  bonds  on  shipments  to  British  colonies 
against  which  her  Majesty's  govemment  have  so  often  remonstrated  is  not  only 
mamtained,  but  is  constantly  extended.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  A.  H.  Solomon  to  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  will  bring  to  your 
notice  another  instance  in  which  bonds  have  been  exacted  on  a  cargo  shipped 
to  Jamaica.  It  would  appear,  indeed,  that  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York 
has  announced  that  he  will  not  permit  the  brig  Perilla,  respecting  which  Mr. 
Solomon  writes,  nor  any  other  vessel  bound  for  Jamaica,  to  proceed  to  sea  un- 
less the  master  provides  bonds  for  double  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  cargo, 
signed  by  persons  owning  real  property  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

I  mav  oDserve  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  state  to  me  in  a  note  which 

C  addressed  to  me  on  the  17th  March  last,  that  in  making  the  penalty  of  his 
ds  double  the  amount  of  the  shipment  the  collector  was  believed  to  have 
exceeded  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  that  he  had  been  so  in- 
formed. He  appears,  however,  still  to  continue  the  practice.  The  requirement* 
also,  that  the  bonds  shall  be  given  by  persons  heading  real  property  in  the 
dty  of  New  York  seems  to  add  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  them,  and  to  be 
very  vexatious.  Indeed,  her  Majesty's  consul  informs  me  that  the  exaction  of 
bonds  such  as  those  insisted  upon  by  the  collector  will  practically  effect  a 
destruction  of  the  regular  and  legitimate  trade  between  New  York  and  Jamaica. 

The  practice  of  enforcing  bonds  having  for  their  object  to  govern  and  regu- 
late, not  the  immediate,  but  the  possible  future  and  contingent  disposition  of 
articles  of  commerce,  is,  as  you  are  aware,  regarded  by  her  Majesty's  govem- 
ment as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  obligations  of  the  United  States  to  Great 
Britain ;  and  they  will  learn  with  very  great  regret  that  it  has  now  been  ex- 
tended to  shipments  to  yet  another  British  colony,  and,  moreover,  enforced  in  a 
vecy  stringent  and  vexatious  manner.  I  trust  that  you  will,  at  least,  enable 
me  to  inform  them  that  some  measures  have  been  at  once  taken  to  mitigate  the 
evil  in  the  special  cases  brought  forward  in  the  present  note,  and  in  that  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  day  before  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  SoUmon  Uf  Mr,  Archibald* 

Nbw  York,  May  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  hav^  to  inform  you  that  the  castom-hoase  authorities  of  this  citj  have 
prevented  the  Bntish  brig  Perilla,  Captain  Graham,  from  proceeding  to  sea, 
after  she  had  been  duly  cleared  for  Eangeton,  Jamaica,  with  a  cargo  of  flour,  &c 

I  am  informed  bj  the  collector  of  the  port  that  he  will  not  permit  this  vessel, 
or  anj  other  vessel,  to  proceed  to  sea,  destined  for  the  above  port,  without  the 
captain  providing  bonds  for  double  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  cargo,  and 
that  such  bonds  will  only  be  accepted  from  persons  owning  real  estate  in  this 
city.  Knpwing  that  the  shippers  of  the  cargo  of  the  British  orig  Leonard  Berry 
have  communicated  with  jou  respecting  the  detention  of  that  vessel  on  the  same 
^grounds  as  the  one  now  referred  to  bj  me,  I  need  not  enter  more  fully  into  the 
particulars,  but  I  will  only  ask  for  your  interference  in  the  matter. 
1  remain,  &c., 

A.  H.  SOLOMON. 

E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  May  30, 1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  notes 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  30th  March  and  6th  April 
last,  as  well  as  our  previous  correspondence,  respecting  the  detention  bjtbe 
United  States  government  at  Fort  Warren  of  part  of  the  crew  of  a  British  ves- 
sel the  Don,  which  was  captured  on  a  charge  of  breach  of  blockade. 

The  master,  chief  officer,  and  three  seamen  of  this  vessel,  after  having  been 
discharged  by  the  commissioner  of  prize,  were  detained  and  transferred  as  pris- 
oners to  Fort  Warren,  in  virtue  of  a  general  order  from  the  United  States  gor- 
emment  not  to  liberate  the  crews  of  captured  vessels  on  the  conclusion  of  their 
examination.  These  men  were  subsequently  released,  but  her  Majesty's  gwr- 
emment  nevertheless  consider  that  their  detention,  and  the  order  in  consequeoee 
of  which  it  took  place,  were  unlawful. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  repeatedly  stated  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  that  it  is  not  competent  to  the  belligerent  to  treat  the  crews  of 
neutral  vessels  captured  for  breach  of  blockade  as  prisoners  of  war.  Thej 
cannot  consent  that  British  subjects,  whose  evidence  has  been  taken  or  is  not 
required,  shall  be  detained  even  temporarily  as  prisoners,  and  they  haveinstmei- 
ed  me  once  more  to  press  the  United  States  government  to  revoke  the  general 
order  which  it  has  given  for  the  imprisonment  of  British  subjects  captured  on 
board  neutral  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  30,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  regarding  the 
course  pursued  by  the  military  authorities  at  Memphis  towards  foreigners  resid- 
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ing  there,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  of 
the  25th  instant,  informed  this  department  that  the  matter  had  been  referred  to 
the  general  commanding  at  Memphis  for  report,  which  when  received  will  be 
oommunicated  to  jou. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  yonr  lordship's  obedient  ser- 
Tant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8fc,,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  May  31,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  the  30th  of  May,  in  which,  after  referring  to  the  case  of  the  British  sub- 
jects who 'were  taken  on  board  the  Don,  in  their  attempt  to  run  the  blockade, 
and  were  detained  in  custody  until,  upon  adequate  examination,  the  neutrality 
of  the  vessel  was  ascertained,  your  lordship  renews  a  remonstrance  against 
the  detention  and  imprisonment  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  when  captuied  on 
board  of  neutral  vessels. 

Her  Majesty's  government  certainly  misunderstood  the  case  if  they  sup- 
posed that  the  United  States  government  has  adopted  either  a  rule  or  a  prac- 
tice which  is  opposed  to  the  principle  upon  which  her  Majesty's  government 
insists.  Unhappily  there  are  two  classes  of  vessels  engaged  in  supplying  the 
insurgents  by  sea  with  supplies ;  vessels  of  each  of  these  classes  are  liable  to  be 
captured,  and  frequently  are  captured,  by  the  United  States  naval  forces.  The 
first  class  consists  of  vessels  owned  by  insurgent  American  dtisens,  and  the  second 
are  neutral  vessels,  I  regret  to  say,  chiefly  owned  by  British  subjects.  Again, 
diere  are  found  on  board  the  vessels  of  both  persons  of  two  descriptions,  name- 
ly, the  first,  insurgent  American  citizens;  the  second,  subjects  of  neutral  powers, 
and,  I  regret  to  say,  chieflv  British  subjects. 

Blockade  runners,  of  either  description  and  of  either  class  of  vessels,  gener- 
ally resort  to  every  possible  artifice  and  fraud  which  promises  to  conceal  their 
true  nationality,  the  unlawful  character  of  their  voyage,  and  the  nationality  of 
their  vessels.  They  simulate  flags,  they  erase  names,  they  throw  papers  over- 
board or  bum  them,  they  state  falsehoods,  and  they  equivocate  under  oath ; 
whether  neutrals  or  insurgents,  when  captured,  they  lay  claim  to  the  character 
of  innocent  traders  and  of  neutrals,  and,  I  re^t  to  say,  they  generally  lay 
claim  to  the  rights  of  British  subjects.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that  tlie 
editor  of  the  Richmond  Examiner  invoked  your  lordship's  protection  by  an 
op6n  letter  sent  to  your  hands  through  this  department.  Whenever  a  vessel 
which  is  captured  is  ascertained  to  belong  to  suojects  of  a  neutral  power,  and 
the  persons  found  on  board  of  her  are  ascertained  to  belong  to  a  neutral  nation, 
they  are  released,  after  their  testimony  is  taken  in  prwaratorio,  as  speedily  as 
possible.  Whenever  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  belongs  to 
insurgent  citizens  of  the  Unit^  States,  the  persons  found  on  board  of  her  are 
detained  to  answer  before  the  proper  tribunals.  If  occasionally  British  sub- 
jects, engaging  in  this  unlawftd  trade,  which  they  divide  with  die  insurgents, 
are  detained  for  a  more  thorough  investigation  of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel 
in  which  they  are  captured,  their  misfortune  results  unavoidably  firom  some 
fraudtxlent  or  suspicious  conduct  of  their  own,  which  is  equally  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  their  own  government  and  the  law  of  nations.  Their  detention, 
howevOT,  is  in  such  cases  continued  only  so  long  as  is  required  to  make  the 
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necessary  examinatjoiit  with  die  care  and  dilig^ioe  whidi  tiie  ends  of  jnstiee 
refluire. 

t  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  mj  lord*  yoor  obedient 
servant^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8fc.f  dc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WashingUm,  May  31,  1864. 

Hy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  26tli 
instant,  fi'om  J.  Q.  Howard,  esq.,  the  consnl  of  the  United  States  at  St  John 
New  Brunswick,  relative  to  the  passage  through  that  citj  of  unusual  numbers, 
of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  en  route  for  Canada,  among  them  the 
insurgent  leader  Frost. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  suggest  that  your  lordship  would  do  well 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  governor  general  to  this  movement,  with  a  view  to 
the  adoption  of  such  precautionary  measures  as  will  frustrate  any  hostile  expe- 
dition against  the  United  States  from  her  Majesty's  provinces,  should  such  be 
contemplated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  Ugh  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  ifCf  Sfc. 


Mr,  Howard  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Smoard. 

United  States  Consulate, 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  May  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  department  that  an  unusually  large  numb^ 
of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  quite  recently  passed  through  this 
city  en  route  for  Ganada,  via  Frederickton  and  Biver  du  Loup.    The  greater 

Eart  of  these  insurgents  have  been  living  for  some  months  in  Halifax ;  othen 
ave  found  their  wav  north  from  Nassau  and  Bermuda.    The  rebel  Genenl 
Frost  has  also  recently  proceeded  to  Canada  from  St.  John. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  possible  that  another  raid  from  Ganada  upon  oar 
northern  frontier  may  be  attempted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  HOWARD, 

United  Statu  Conmd. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  2,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recdpt  of  your  note  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Sylvanus,  touching  first  upon  the  aink- 
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log  of  the  vessel,  and  next  upon  the  treatm^it  of  the  crew.  I  have  to  state,  for 
your  lordship's  infonnation,  that  I  have  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  a  full  investigation  of  the  case,  upon  the  conclusion  of  which  I  shall  again 
have  the  honor  of  addressing  your  lordship  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^^.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


Lard  LyoTia  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  June  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  J.  Q.  Howard,  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  St  John,  New  Brunswick,  relative  to  the  passage  through 
that  city  of  unusual  numbers  of  persons  hostile  to  the  United  States  en  route  for 
Canada.  I  have,  without  loss  of  time,  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  his 
excellency  the  governor  general  of  that  provmce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be*  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward.  • 

Washington,  June  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  great  pain  that  I  have  again  to  announce  to  you  that  a  large 
number  of  British  subjects  captured  on  board  British  vessels,  which  have  been 
seized  on  the  charge  of  breach  of  blockade,  are  confined  in  the  county  jail  in 
Lndlow  street,  New  York. 

There  appear  to  be  now  imprisoned  in  this  jail  no  less  than  eighty-seven 
Buch  British  subjects,  of  whom  six  were  captured  on  board  the  sloop  Ann  Eliza, 
of  Nassau,  N.  P. ;  40  on  board  the  steam  vessel  Young  Republic,  also  of  Nas- 
8a;a,  N.  P. ;  41  on  board  the  steam  vessel  Tristram  Shandy. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  from  her  Majesty's  government  to  which 
I  have  on  so  many  occasions  called  vour  attention,  it  is  my  duty  to  request  that 
these  British  subjects  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and  to  urge  that  the  gen- 
eral order  which  the  United  States  government  has  issued  for  the  imprisonment 
of  British  subjects  captured  on  board  neutral  vessels  be  revoked. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at 
New  York,  respecting  the  men  of  the  Ann  Eliza,  Young  Republic,  and  Tristram 
Shandy,  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  that  consul  by  Robert  Lyon,  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  Young  Republic,  and  a  list  of  the  namjes  of  the  eighty-seven  prison- 
ers; and  I  deem  it  right  to  ask  you  to  take  note  of  the  st  itements  made  by 
Robert  Lyon  of  the  treatment  experienced  on  board  the  United  States  supply 
Bteamer  Newbem  by  himself  and  the  men  captured  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^r.,  itc„  ifc. 
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Mr,  Archibald  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Bbitish  Consulate, 

New  York,  May  30,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  lett« 
received  hy  me  on  Friday  last,  from  Robert  Lyon,  on  behalf  of  nimself  and 
others,  forming  the  late  crew  of  the  steamer  Young  Republic,  of  Nassau,  recently 
captured  for  violation  of  blockade. 

On  Saturday  last  her  Majesty's  Vice- Consul  Edw;ards  visited  the  writer  and  hifl 
companions,  who  are  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail,  and  examined  severally  on 
oath,  in  regard  to  their  nntionality,  the  prisoners  captured  on  board  the  Young  Be- 
public,  as  well  as  a  number  of  others,  who  were  likewise  captured  on  boara  the 
steamer  Tristram  Shandy,  of  Liverpool,  and  the  sloop  Ann  Eliza,  of  Nassau, 
and  who  were  brought  to  New  York  last  week  at  the  same  time  with  tlie  crew 
of  the  Young  Republic. 

I  transmit  herewith  enclosed  a  list  of  the  names  and  birthplaces  of  all  such 
as  made  oath  that  they  are  British  subjects,  and  whom  Mr.  Edwards  belieTefl 
to  be  entitled  to  British  protection. 

The  crew  of  the  sloop  Ann  Eliza  were  taken  from  that  vessel  while  in  a 
sinking  condition,  shorluy  after  she  had  left  the  Santee  river,  Florida.  The 
vessel  became  a  total  loss,  and  the  crew  are  not  required  to  be  detained  for  any 
proceedings  in  the  prize  court 

The  steamer  Tnstram  Shandy  was  captured  on  the  15th  instant,  off  Wil- 
mington, on  her  voyage  from  thence  to  Nassau. 

The  Young  Republic  was  captured  on  the  6th  instant,  also  on  her  way  from 
Wilmington  to  Nassau. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

""oRD  Lyons,  Sfc.,  i^,,  ifc.. 


Mr.  Lyon  to  Mr.  Archibald. 


County  Jail, 
Ludlow  Street,  New  York,  May  26, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  t'  '  d  liberty  of  addressing  you  on  behalf  of  myself  and  the  re- 
mainder of  .  iw,  (of  British  steamship  Young  Republic,)  at  present  prisoners 
in  the  abo^  led  jail.  W©  were  chased,  fired  at,  and  captured  by  the  United 
States  gu  •  Grrand  Gulf,  off  Wilmington  bar,  had  the  most  part  of  our  clotha 
stolen  fr' .  ,  were  then  put  on  board  of  the  supply  steamer  Newbem,  on 
which  v<  '  ^  e  (to  the  number  of  forty -two)  were  cribbed  up  in  a  narrow  con- 
racted  p  ffocating  part  of  the  vessel  alongside  the  boiler,  and  immediately 
over  tl.  -room,  some  days  never  allowed  to  go  on  deck  for  freeh  air.  We 
were  t.  more  like  dogs  than  human  beings,  and  for  what  crime  I  am  unable 
to  sta  ,  ess  it  be  the  crime  of  working  for  a  living.  I  can  solemnly  swear 
that  -  1 70  them  no  other  cause  to  treat  us  in  such  a  manner.  Again,  we  are 
brou;  *  to  this  place  of  confinebient,  no  hearing  of  our  case,  no  trial  or.  even 
foro  e;  and  yet  to  a  man  I  believe  we  are  all  British  subjects.  ITiere  sorely 
ezi  ae  law  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  our  case;  and  thinking  that  you 
wc  interest  yourself  in  our  case,  when  you  learned  our  nationallity, 
I  remain,  &c., 

ROBERT  LYON, 
Native  of  Glasgow,  ScotlatuL 
E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq. 
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Crtw  of  sloop  Ann  B^ita,  qf  Nassau,  New  Providenu,  in  county  jail. 


Georse  Johnson,  (master,)  a  native 

of  Nassau. 
G^rge  Walker,  native  of  Oosham, 

Hampshire. 


3.  Michael  Dohertj,  Iceland. 

4.  William  Gorman,        " 

5.  Patrick  Egan,  Montreal. 

6.  John  McPherson,  England. 


Crew  of  steamer  Young  RepubiiCf  of  Nassau. 


7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


Frank  M.  Harris,  (master,)  native 

of  England, 
Daniel  Shaw,  Ireland. 
WiUiam  Haines,  Ireland. 
Kobert  Ljon,  Scotland. 
James  Harris,  Ireland. 
John  Henry,        " 
Albert  Roberts,  Bermuda. 
Peter  Ward,  England. 
John  Long,  Ireland. 
Patrick  Wright,  Ireland. 
Thomas  Caaey,        " 
John  Howard,  St.  John,  N.  B. 
Martin  Whalan,  Ireland. 
John  Cunningham,  Ireland. 
John  Hartwell,  " 

George  Harrison,  England. 
James  McEwing,  Scotland. 
Neil  Livingstone,        " 
Ellis  Jones,  North  Wales. 


26.  John  Hickej,  Ireland. 

27.  John  H^McKinnej,  Nassau,  N.  P. 

28.  Michael  O'Brien,  Ireland. 

29.  Fred.  W.  Furples,  Nassau. 

30.  Louis  Cuplin,  " 

31.  John  T.  Spain,  Ireland. 

32.  Robert  A.  Gannon,  Ireland. 

33.  James  Mosher,  " 

34.  James  Glover,  Nassau. 

35.  George  Porter,  England. 

36.  Daniel  Harkins,  Ireland. 

37.  John  Murray,  " 

38.  William  Thompson,  Scotland. 

39.  Edward  Jenkins,  Abaco. 

40.  Thomas  McGauley,  Ireland. 

41.  Abram  Hanshaw,  Nassau. 

42.  John  Walers,  Endand. 

43.  Stephen  Morris,  Harbor  island. 

44.  WiUiam  Bums,  Ireland. 


45.  James  Dunning,  Canada. 


Passengers. 

46.  Dr.  Thomas  Foley,  Crooked  island 


Crew  of  steamer  Tristram  Shandy^  of  Liverpool. 


47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 


William  Porter,  native  of  England. 
Alexander  Anderson,  Scotland. 
William  Robinson,  England. 
William  McCartney,  Scotland. 
Robert  McArthur,  " 

James  Gregory,  England. 
James  Williams,  Nassau. 
John  McCallum,  Scotland. 
John  May,  England. 
Robert  Warren,  Scotland. 
John  Couch,  England. 
William  Waters,  England. 
Robert  Haskett, 
John  Smith,  '« 

Wm.  R.  Green,  St  Stephen's,  N.B. 
Joseph  Thompson,  Scotland. 
John  S.  Ross,  '* 

William  Hanlon,  Ireland. 


65.  Pat.  Johnson,  Bermuda. 

66.  Frank  Bennett,    " 

67.  Joseph  Billow,  Nassau. 

68.  William  Jencks,  England. 

69.  Arthur  Doering,       " 

70.  William  Ewing,  Scotland. 

71.  Gkorge  Hamilton,      ** 

72.  James  Duff,  " 

73.  John  Beken,  England. 

74.  Michael  Lynes,  Ireland. 

75.  Robert  Redie,  Scotland. 

76.  William  McCready,  Scotland. 

77.  Samuel  Johnson,  ** 

78.  Alexander  Doig,  *' 

79.  Charles  Bethel,  Harbor  island. 

80.  John  Cox,  England. 

81.  Henry  Sullivan,  Ireland. 

82.  Joseph  Craig,  Nassau. 


Passengers. 


83.  Jonathan  W.  Steele,  England. 

84.  James  Younge,  Nassau. 

85.  Alfred  Rubery,  Canada. 

40  c  ♦ 


86.  John  McBarry,  Ireland. 

87.  Thomas  Powell,  Guernsey. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom. 

Department  of  State, 

Waihington^  June  4»  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jonr  note  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  the  restrictions  placed  oj  the  United  States 

EYemment  on  the  trade  between  New  York  and  her  Majesty's  possessions.    I 
Ye  the  honor  to  inform  jour  lordship,  in  reply,  that  the  matter  will  receiYe  die 
attention. 

I  haYe  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  mj  lord,  jour  obedient  ser- 
rant, 


Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc^  4^.,  ifc. 


WILLLAJi  H.  SEWARD. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  June  4, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  haYe  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  certain  pu^ers  setting 
forth  the  claim  of  Mr.  George  Turin,  a  British  subject  residing  at  New  OrleanSi 
for  ffoods  shipped  for  him  in  the  American  Yessels  Regulns  and  Colombia, 
whioi  Yessels  were  (it  would  appear)  stopped  in  the  month  of  June,  1861,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  brought  to  New  York.  I  trust  that  this  daim 
will  be  taken  into  ^Yorable  consideration,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  701 
will  inform  me  of  the  Yiews  of  the  United  States  gOYemment  with  regard  to  it 

I  b^  70U  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  eight  original  documents  back  to  me. 

I  haYe  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  senrant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^t?.,  ^c,  8fc. 


LTONa 


State  op  Louisiana,  Parish  and  City  of  Orleans : 

Before  me,  Theodull  Drouette,  fifth  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  pariah  of 
Orleans,  duly  qualified  and  sworn,  personally  came  ana  appeared  Mr.  George 
Turin,  a  British  subject  residing  at  Plaquemine,  parish  of  IberYille,  (State  of 
Louisiana,)  but  presently  in  this  city  of  New  Orleans,  who,  on  being  duly  and 
lawfully  sworn,  declared  and  said : 

1.  That  he  is  a  British  subject ;  that  he  has  the  certificate  of  his  consul,  aod 
has  taken  the  oath  required  by  General  Order,  No.  41. 

2.  That  in  the  year  1861  he  made  a  Yoyasre  to  Europe,  and  before  bii 
departure  hence  to  come  back  to  Louisiana  he  bought  of  the  house  Bonsjt 
Nadal  &  Co.,  of  Toumon,  a  certain  quantity  of  go^,  the  account  of  whuik 
figures  in  the  iuYoice  bill  of  the  house  BorssY,  Nadal  &  Co.,  and  which  ii 
annexed  to  the  present,  after  haYing  been  signed  ne  varietur. 

3.  That  these  goods  were  expedited  at  the  port  of  Bordeaux  and  fineighted  by 
the  commiBsion  house  P'l  Dubois  &  Go.  on  tne  American  ship  Columbia,  Gap- 
tain  Roberts,  for  the  account  of  Georee  Turin,  and  directed  to  Messrs.  D. 
Oration  &  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  as  resmts  from  a  bill  of  lading  signed  by  uA 
Captain  Roberts.  This  document,  legalized  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Bor- 
deaux, is  and  remains  annexed  to  the  present  affidaYit,  after  haYing  been  signed 
by  me  ne  varietur. 
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4.  That  the  said  shro  Golnmbia,  Oaptain  Roberts,  on  coming  to  the  mouth  of 
the  MissiseipDi,  in  or  about  die  month  of  June,  1861,  was  stopped  and  brought  to 
New  Tork  where  die  goods  of  the  appearer  eaimot  be  restored  to  him  bj  want 
of  suitable  documents  which  were  unaUe  to  be  obtained,  owing  to  die  blockade 
of  New  Orleans  and  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  wherein  the  affiant  resides. 

5.  Therefore  the  appearer,  in  his  capacity  of  British  subject  and  neutral,  and 
in  Tirtoe  of  international  rights,  claims,  from  whomsoever  it  belongs,  and 
eapedallj  of  every  competent  federal  authority,  the  rratoration  of  the  goods 
detailed  in  the  tea  dooumei^  hereunto  annexed,  or  the  value  of  their  sale,  if 
such  has  been  e£Eected. 

GEOEGE  TURIN. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  April  26, 1864, 

r,   ^ ,  T.  DROUETTE, 

^^•^•J  Ff^  Justice  4f  the  Peace. 

[Stan^] 


I,  Theopold  Drouette,  fifUi  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  do 
berebj  certify,  before  God,  that  Mr.  George  Turin,  the  sign^  and  subscriber  of 
the  forgoing  affidavit,  has  exhibited  unto  me— 

1st  The  consul  certificate  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  testifying  to  his  quality 
of  British  subject ;  and,  2d.  The  certificate  that  he  has  taken  the  oath  required 
from  every  foreign  subject  by  General  Order,  No.  41. 

r«„.,i  T.  DROUETTE, 

l^^^^-J  Fifik  JuHioe  of  the  Peace. 

[Stamp.] 


United  Statbs  Consul,  Bordeaux: 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  seal  and  signature  are  diose  of  Cortes 
president  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce  of  Bordeaux,  and  that  to  all  official  acts 
thus  attested  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  ^ven. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  24di  day  of  Februaiy,  1864. 
fsRALl  C.  DAVISSON, 

i^^^^'l  United  Statee  Consul,  Bordeaux. 


State  op  Louisiana,  Parish  and  City  of  Orleans : 

Before  me,  TheoduU  Drouette,  fifth  justice  of  the  peace  for  die  parish  of 
Orleans,  duly  qualified  and  sworn,  personally  came  and  ajppeared  Mr.  Geoi^e 
Turin,  a  British  subject,  residing  at  Plaquemine,  parish  of  Iberville,  State  of 
Louisiana,  but  presendy  in  this  city  of  New  Orleans,  who,  on  being  duly  and 
lawMly  sworn,  declared  and  said: 

1.  That  he  is  a  British  subject ;  diat  he  has  the  certificate  of  his  consul,  and 
has  taken  the  oath  required  by  GtdBeial  Order,  No.  41. 

2.  That  in  the  year  1861  he  made  a  vdyage  to  Europe,  and  before  his  de- 
parlufe  hence  to  come  back  to  Louisiana  he  bought  of  the  house  A.  Navazza, 
of  GoMTa,  a  certain  quantity  of  goods,  die  account  of  which  figures  in  die  in- 
▼aiee  biU  of  the  house  of  A.  Navacsa,  and  which  is  annexed  to  the  present, 
after  kmng  been  signed  ne  varietur. 

3.  That  these  goods  were  expedited  to  France  at  the  port  of  Havre,  and 
freighted  by  the  commission  house  of  Biget  &  Co.,  in  the  ionerioan  ship  Begu- 
Ins,  Captain  Thompson,  for  the  account  of  George  Turin,  of  Plaquemine, 


628  DIPLOMATIC   COREESPONDENCE 

Louisiana,  and  directed  to  Messrs.  D.  Gratiaa  &  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  as  results 
from  a  bill  of  lading  by  the  house  of  Rigot,  of  Havre,  and  from  a  bill  of  ladmg 
signed  by  the  said  Captain  Thompson.  The  two  documents,  legalized  bv  the 
United  States  consul  at  Havre,  are  and  remain  annexed  to  the  present  affiaayit, 
after  having  been  siened  hj  me  ne  varietur, 

4.  That  the  said  Begulus,  Captain  Thompson,  on  coming  to  the  montli 
of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1861,  was  stopped  and  brought  to 
New  York,  where  the  goods  of  the  appearer  cannot  be  restored  to  him,  by  want 
of  suitable  documents,  which  were  impossible  to  be  obtained,  owing  to  the 
blockade  of  New  Orleans  and  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  wherein  the  affiant 
resides. 

5.  Therefore  the  appearer,  in  his  capacity  of  British  subject  and  neutral,  and 
in  virtue  of  international  rights,  claims,  from  whomsoever  it  belongs,  and 
especially  of  every  competent  federal  authority,  the  restitution  of  the  goods 
detailed  in  the  ten  documents  hereunto  annexed,  or  the  value  of  the  sale,  if 
such  has  been  effected. 

GEORGE  TURIN. 

And  the  foregoing  declaration  was  sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this 

6th  day  of  May,  1864. 

r«RALl  T.  DROUETTE, 

^^^^^••1  Fifih  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

[Stamp.] 

I,  Theodull  Drouette,  fifth  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  do 
hereby  certify,  before  God,  that  Mr.  George  Turin,  the  signer  and  subscriber  of 
tte  foregoing  affidavit,  has  exhibited  unto  me — 

1st.  The  consul  certificate  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  testifying  to  his  qualitjof 
*  British  subject ;  and,  2d.  The  certificate  testifying  that  he  has  taken  the  oatli 
required  from  every  foreign  subject  by  General  Order,  No.  41. 

r^„^    .  T.  DROUETTE, 

t^^^^-J  Fifik  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

[Stamp.] 


United  States  Consulate,  Havre : 

I,  James  O.  Putnam,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Havre,  do  hereby  ee^ 
tify  that  Messrs.  Ri^t  &  Co.,  who  have  siraed  the  within  account,  are  wet- 
chants  of  high  standing  and  respectability  of  this  city. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  official  seal,  at  Havre,  the  18th  day  of  Febmaiji 
1864. 

r^„,,  1  JAMES  0.  PUTNAM, 

"^^^^•J  United  States  Consul,  Havre. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setoard. 


Washington,  June  5, 1864. 
Sir  :  On  the  2'7th  of  April  you  were  good  enough  to  inform  me  that  the  mil- 
itary commission,  which  investigated  the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh  had  re- 
ported that,  in  their  judgment,  he  should  be  released.  It  appears,  however, 
nrom  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  him,  that  he  was  still  at  Fort 
Lafistyette  on  the  31st  ultimo,  more  than  a  month  afterwards. 
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I  earnestlj  beg  you  to  call  the  immediate  attention  of  the  proper  authoritiea 
to  the  case,  and  to  more  them  to  release  Mr.  McHagh  without  further  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seioard  to  Lord  Lyot^. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  June  6,  1864. 

My  Lord:  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  22i  ultimo,  and  to  the  despatch 
firom  the  British  consul,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  it,  relative  to  the  five 
persons  taken  on  the  Don,  and  which  embrace  the  case  of  Adolphus  Russell,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  lordship's  information  a  copy  of  a  letter,  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  Uiat  case.  With 
reference  to  your  remarks  upon  the  general  question  of  the  treatment  of  British 
subjects  seized  on  board  of  vessels  captured  for  breach  of  blockade,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  the  9th  ultimo,  addressed  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut,  and  which  has  also  been  sent  to  United  States  marshals, 
commanders  of  squadrons,  and  commandants  of  navy  yards,  for  their  guidance 
in  disposing  of  the  various  classes  of  persons  taken  on  such  vessels.  A  copy  of 
this  instruction  was  appended  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Welles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  dfc,,  dc. 


Mr,  Welles  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  May  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  enclosing  a  further  note,  dated  the  22d  instant,  &om  Lord  Lyons,  relative 
to  five  persons  belonging  to  the  Scotia  and  other  vessels,  who  were  confined  in 
the  county  jail  in  Ludlow  street.  New  York. 

All  the  persons  named  were  discharged  on  the  19th  instant,  of  which  I  ad- 
vised you  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  instant.  Mr.  Archibald,  in  his  note  to  Lord 
Lyons,  refers  to  the  case  of  Adolphus  Russell,  at  present  confined  in  Ludlow 
street  jail,  who  was  captured  violating  the  blockade,  claims  to  be  a  British  sub- 
ject, and  swears  that  he  has  never  taken  aay  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  foreign 
state.  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  b^efore  stated  with  regard  to  Mr.  Russell. 
He  was  sent  north  by  acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey  with  me  following  memo- 
randum in  his  case :  "A  citizen  of  Key  West;  was  first  captured  in  the  schooner 
Anna  whUe  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  from  the  Bahamas  to  Florida :  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance ;  was  again  captured  in  the  sloop  Racer  while  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade  firom  Florida  to  the  Bahamas ;  is  estimated  a  bad  and 
faithless  man." 

With  this  report  before  me,  I  am  reluctant  to  give  directions  for  the  release 
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of  Bussell,  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  his  case  is  one  for  farther  investigatioii, 
and  have  therefore  inBtmcted  actbg  Rear- Admiral  Bailej  to  report  all  the  &ct8 
accessible  in  reference  to  Russell. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  rf  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  8fc.,  8fc. 


[Sent  to  the  U.  S.  marshals,  commanders  of  squadrons,  and  commanders  of  yards.] 

Navy  Dbpabtmbnt,  May  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  following  instmctions  will  hereafter  be  observed  with  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  persons  found  on  board  vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade : 

1.  Bona  fide  foreign  subjects,  captured  in  neutral  vesseh,  whether  passen- 

fers,  officers,  or  crew,  cannot  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  unless  guilty  of 
elligerent  acts,  but  are  entitled  to  immediate  release.  Such  as  are  required  as 
witnesses  may  be  detained  for  that  purpose,  and  when  their  testimony  is  seemed 
they  must  be  unconditionally  released. 

2.  Foreign  subjects  captured  in  vessels  without  papers  or  colors,  or  those  Bail- 
ing under  Uie  protection  and  flag  of  the  insurgent  government,  or  employed  in 
the  service  of  tnat  government,  are  subject  to  treatment  as  prisoners  of  war,  and 
if  in  the  capacity  of  officers  or  crew,  are  to  be  detained,  if  they  were  passen- 
gers only,  and  have  no  interest  in  the  vessel  or  cargo,  and  are  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  insurgent  government,  they  may  be^released. 

3.  Citizens  of  the  United  States  captured  either  in  neutral  or  rebel  vesseb 
are  always  to  be  detained,  with  the  following  exceptions :  If  they  are  passengen 
only,  have  no  interest  ih  vessel  or  cargo,  have  not  been  active  in  the  rebellion, 
or  engaged  in  supplying  the  insurgents  with  munitions  of  war,  &c.,  and  are 
loyally  disposed,  they  may  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The 
same  privilege  may  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  crew  that  are  not  seafaring  meui 
of  like  antecedents,  aild  who  are  loyally  disposed. 

4.  Pilots  and  seafartng  men,  except  hana  fide  foreign  subjects,  captured  in 
neutral  vessels  are  always  to  be  detained.  These  are  l£e  principal  instrument 
in  maintaining  the  system  of  violating  the  blockade,  and  it  is  important  to  hold 
ihem.  Persons  habitually  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade,  although  they  may 
not  be  serving  on  board  the  vessels,  are  of  this  class,  and  are  to  be  likewise 
detamed. 

5.  When  there  is  reason  to  doubt  that  those  who  claim  to  be  foreign  subjects 
are  in  reality  such,  they  will  be  required  to  state  under  oath  that  they  have  nev- 
er been  naturalised  in  this  country,  have  never  exercised  the  nrivileges  <rfa  citi- 
zen thereof  by  voting  or  otherwise,  and  have  never  been  in  tne  pay  or  employ- 
ment of  the  insuvgent  or  so-called  "  confederate  government"  On  their  mak- 
ing such  statement  they  may  be  released,  provided  you  have  not  evidence  of 
their  having  sworn  falsely.  The  Examination,  in  case  they  are  doubtful,  should 
be  rigid. 

6.  When  the  neutrality  of  a  vessel  is  doubtful,  or  when  a  vessel  claiming  to 
be  neutral  is  believed  to  be  engaged  in  transporting  supplies  and  munitions  of 
war  for  the  insurgent  government,  foreign  subjects,  captured  in  such  vessels  may 
be  detained  until  the  neutrality  of  the  vessel  is  satisfactorily  established ;  it  is 
not  advisable  to  detain  such  persons  under  this  instruction,  unless  there  is  good 
ground  for  doubting  the  neutrality  of  the  vessel. 

7.  Parties  who  may  be  detained  under  the  foregoing  instructions  are  to  be 
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Bent  to  a  northern  port  for  safe  custody,  unless  tbere  is  a  snitable  place  for  keep- 
ing them  within  the  limits  of  jour  command,  and  the  department  furnished  with 
a  memorandum  in  their  cases  respecdvelj. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W,  Q.  B.  Squadron,  Ne%o  Orleans. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpartmbnt  of  Btatb, 

Washington,  June  8,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  27th  ultimo  relative  to  the  complaint  of  Messieurs  Henry  de  Cordova 
Sc  Co.,  that  peculiarly  strin^nt  bonds  have  been  exacted  of  them  upon  ship- 
ments of  goods  to  Jamaica  rrom  New  York,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship that  I  have  submitted  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obeoient  ser- 
vant, 

WnUAM  H.  S12WABD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  ^v* 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  June  10,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
5th  instant,  relative  to  James  McHugh,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  your  lordship 
that  I  have  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obediait  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  June  11,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Beferring  to  your  communication  of  t^e  I3th  of  April  last,  and 
to  my  acknowledgment  of  the  18th,  relative  to  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
the  trade  between  the  United  States  and '  her  Majesty's  provinces.  Prince 
Edward's  island  and  New  Brunswick,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  re- 
ply to  your  lordship's  note,  extracts  &om  a  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  and  firom 
its  accompaniment  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAfiD, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4v.>  ^.,  jv. 
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[Extracts  of  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  SewarcL] 

Treasury  Department,  June  \,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  April  18,  enclosing  a  despatch 

from  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  bonds  required  in  New  York  on  shipments  to  New 

Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward's  island,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  of 

the  collector  at  New  York,  whose  report  on  the  matter  was  required. 

•  ••••••• 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  approve  the  action  of  the  collector 
at  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qfState^  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Clinch  to  Mr,  Chase. 
[Extracts.] 

OusTOM-HousE,  New  York, 

Collector's  Office,  May  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also  a  copj 
of  a  despatch  from  Lord  Lyons  in  regard  to  restrictions  on  tmde  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  provinces,  and  particularly  those  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Prince  Edward's  island.  So  far  as  this  complaint  refers  to  restric- 
tions on  shipments  to  Prince  Edward's  island,  I  have  only  to  answer,  that  no 
bonds  have  ever  been  exacted  at  this  port  on  the  shipment  of  any  article  to 
that  province. 

On  shipments  of  Jlour  ftom  this  port  to  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia 
no  bonds  are  exacted ;  but  bonds  are  exacted  on  shipments  to  those  provinces 
of  beef,  pork,  and  such  other  articles  as  are  usually  dealt  in  by  blockade  nm- 
ners. 

This  exaction  is  made  for  the  reason  that  an  illegal  traffic  has  been  carried  on, 
and  still  is  to  some  extent,  between  the  principal  ports  in  these  provinces  and 
the  British  West  Indies,  and  ports  and  places  under  control  of  persons  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  authority  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  believed  that  such 
iUegal  trade  would  bt  carried  on  to  a  large  amount,  were  it  not  that  such  bonds 

are  exacted  on  shipments  of  such  articles  from  this  port. 

•  ••••••• 

The  enclosures  contained  in  your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.P.CLINCH, 
Acting  CoUectcr. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  13, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  now  to  submit  a  reply  to  your  lordship's  note, 
of  tiie  21st  of  May  last,  concerning  the  capture  of  the  Sylvanus.  Li  that  com- 
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mTmication  70a  state  that,  although  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  yet 
received  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  any  explanation  of  the  cir- 
cumstances mider  which  that  capture  took  place,  yet  her  Majesty's  government 
cannot  refirain  from  expressing  at  once  the  opinion,  that  if  the  vessel  was  fired 
iBto  and  sunk  in  the  first  instance,  without  being  properly  summoned  to  lie  to, 
and  without  any  special  and  extraordinary  necessity,  the  act  was  illegal,  and 
would  warrant  **per  se**  a  very  grav^ remonstrance. 

The  representations  which  you  thus  made  were  improved  on  my  part  hy 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  especially  for  such  information  as  he 
possessed,  in  regard  to  the  manner  and  circumstances  of  the  capture.  I  now 
team  firom  him,  in  reply  to  my  inquiries,  that  the  conmiander  of  the  capturing 
vessel,  the  Huron,  reported  the  capture  as  follows : 

At  10  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  of  January  last,  the  weather  being 
cloudy  and  somewhat  hazy,  a  suspicious  sail  was  discovered  apparently  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  Huron,  heading  up  to  Doboy  sound,  with  a 
tight  breeze  from  north-northeast,  and  a  strong  flood  tide.  The  Huron  went  to 
quarters,  stipped  her  cable,  got  under  way,  and  fired  a  shell  frx>m  the  twenty- 
pound  Parrott  rifle,  a  tittle  wild  of  the  strange  sail,  to  bring  her  to.  She  per- 
sisted in  her  course,  paying  no  attention  to  the  gun,  and  then  the  Huron  fired 
several  shots  in  succession  directly  at  the  stranger,  one  of  which  passed  through 
and  through,  coming  out  of  the  starboard  side,  below  the  water-line.  A  light 
was  then  shown  upon  the  strange  sail,  and  shouts  were  heard  from  the  quarter 
in  which  she  had  been  seen,  whereupon  the  firing  ceased.  A  boat  was  sent  to 
her,  and  she  proved  to  be  the  Sylvanus,  aground,  and  rapidly  fiUing.  After  the 
water  had  risen  above  her  decks,  an  anchor  was  let  go,  and  the  boat's  crew  re- 
turned to  the  Huron.  A  board  of  survey  pronounced  her  unseaworthy,  but 
stated  that,  with  proper  workmen  and  materials,  she  might  be  made  usefid,  and 
a  part  of  the  cargo  might  be  saved  with  a  favorable  tide. 

The  case  has  not  been  brought  into  court,  and  the  Navy  Department  has 
never  received  any  further  information  concerning  the  vessel.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  inferred  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon  both  the 
vessel  and  the  cargo.  It  thus  appears  that  the  Sylvanus  was  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade  at  night,  with  the  elements  favoring  her  design.  She  was  properly 
summoned  to  tie  to,  although  by  using  the  daxkness  of  the  night  and  nazy 
weather,  to  run  the  blockade,  she  forfeited  her  claim  to  the  courtesies  of  the  sea. 
The  shell  was  fired  instead  of  a  blank  cartridge,  because  our  blockading  forces 
are  required,  under  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  proceeding,  to  be  ready 
for  emergencies ;  but  the  shell  was  fired  wild  of  the  Sylvanus,  so  as,  while  the 
discharge  would  be  eflectual  as  a  summons,  it  should  not  injure  the  crew,  the 
vessel,  or  her  cargo.  She  refused  the  summons,  and  persisted  in  her  unlawfril 
voyage,  and  thus  rendered  it  necessary  to  use  force.  The  firing  ceased  with 
the  first  indication  of  an  intention  of  the  Sylvanus  to  heave  to.  The  omission, 
on  a  former  occasion,  to  eive  you  this  account  of  the  manner  and  circumstances 
of  the  capture  of  the  Sylvanus  resulted  from  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  inadvertently  overlooked  the  request  for  explanations  on  that  point  in  my 
communication  to  him. 

With  reference  to  the  detention  of  the  crew  of  the  Sylvanus,  I  trust  it  is 
only  necessary  to  recall  to  your  recoUection  the  state  of  afiairs  that  existed 
when  the  capture  o<icurred.  Disloyal  and  insurgent  citizens,  combining  with 
atiens,  were  making  a  base  of  British  provinces,  north  and  south,  and  even 
using  the  immunities  of  neutral  blockade-running  vessels  to  steal  aboard  un- 
armed American  merchant  and  passage  steamers,  and  when  such  vessels  should 
reach  the  high  seas,  then  to  rise  upon  the  crew,  to  seize  them  by  acts  of  open 
piracy  and  murder,  and  then,  arming  the  vessel  captured,  to  extend  their  system 
of  piracy  over  the  ocean.  It  became  necessary,  undyer  these  circumstances,  to 
establish  for  the  immediate  emergency  a  strict  surveillance  over  aU  persons  who 


634  DIPLOMATIC  COBEESPONDENOB. 

were  captared  in  numrng  the  blodlKade,  wbXLe  we  earnestly  lemonstrated  with 
the  British  government  against  the  conduct  of  British  subjects  who  were  found 
engaged  in  these  unkwful  and  hostile  proceedings,  and  deo^auded  their  dellTecy 
to  us,  under  our  ez^adition  treaty,  that  they  might  be  punish^. 

While  the  court  of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  <^urt  of  Qoeea's 
Bench  in  England,  have  overruled  thus  far,  with  the  tacit  concurce^ce  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  these  demanda,  and  we  have  therefoi^e  been  left  without 
protection  in  that  quarter,  our  own  vigilance  has  in  a  degree  been  successful  in 
arresting  the  enterprises  of  which  we  have  complained*  and  ipw  persona  ci^ 
tured  in  violating  tne  blockade  are  releaaed  as  soon  as  their  neutrality  ia  aatis- 
factonly  establi^ed.  If  it  be  true  that  the  crew  of  the  Sylvanus  were  treated 
with  unnecessary  hardship,  that  treatment  has  been  in  violation  of  iii^tructLras 
given  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  it  will  be  condemned.  Our  jo^tl 
officers  are  instructed  not  to  place  captured  persons  in  irons^  unless  it  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  captors  ana  the  public  aiUhoritiea.  In  the 
present  case  the  severity  complained  of  occurred,  if  at  aU,  in  carrying  the  cap- 
tured crew  overland  from  Philadelphia  to  Fort  La£etyette.  Inquiries  concemiug 
the  subject  have  been  instituted,  and  I  shaJl  with  pleaaure  revert  to  it  whea 
answers  to  these  inquiries  shall  have  been  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 


Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyon$,  I^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Lord  Lyon$  U  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  Jwu  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered  the  not«  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  11th  of  November  last,*  and  the  papo^ 
which  accompanied  it,  respecting  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  impriBoih 
ment  in  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  at  this  place,  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Hardcastle, 
and  his  death  in  consequence  of  a  shot  fired  by  a  sentry  at  that  prison  ;  and  her 
Majesty's  government  have  directed  me  to  express  their  regret  at  the  unsatis- 
factory nature  of  the  explanation  offered  by  the  United  States  government  for 
this  unhappy  act  of  its  officer,  and  to  address,  in  their  name,  a  strong  remon- 
strance to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  contend  that,  according  to  all  the  well-known 
rules  of  civilized  warfare,  Hardcastle  was  unlawfully  imprisoned,  and  that  for 
the  consequences,  whether  accidental  or  not,  which  ensued  upon  this  unlawAd 
imprisonment  those  who  ordered  it  must  be  considered  responsible.  It  is  admit- 
ted that  Hardcastle  arrived  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  within 
the  federal  lines,  having  previously  submitted  all  his  papers,  including  the 
oonfederate  pass,  to  the  United  States  authorities,  and  having  obtained,  in 
answer  to  his  inquiry,  full  permission  to  enter  the  federal  lines. 

It  appears,  therefore,  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  he  was,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  under  what  is  known,  wherever  war  is  carried  on  between  civil- 
ised nations,  as  a  safe-conduct ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  are  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  interpretation  which  (they  believe  for  the  first  time)  is 
now  sought  to  be  put  on  such  an  agreement.  The  doctrine  that  the  person 
holding  a  safe- conduct  may  be  detained  as  a  prisoner  precisely  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  had  not  been  granted  to  him  is,  her  Majesty's  government  con- 

"  38th  Oongrais,  lit  Sfossion,  Houa^  £z«  Doc  1^  1— So^IasPMitf,  page  azzz. 
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eeive,  wftliont  warrant  from  the  writing  of  any  accredited  jurist.  It  is  impossible 
to  oonsitlt  those  writmgs  without  seeing  that  such  agteements  are  held  sacred 
hj  aH  states,  and  that  a  safe-oondnct  is  ahrajs  defined  as  a  pririlege  which 
insures  salety  to  those  who  hold  it  while  passing  or  being  within  the  place 
permitted.    (See  Vattd,  L.  3,  0. 17.) 

It  is  manifest  that,  not  only  is  the  eflbct  of  a  safe-condnet  rendered  null  and 
Toid  by  the  pretence  that  the  party  holding  it  may  be  detained  as  a  prisoner 
precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  not  been  granted  to  him,  bnt  that 
SQch  an  interpretation  in  &ct  wonld  make  what  is  calkd  an  instrument  of  sai^ 
eondnet  a  mere  snare  to  the  nnfortanate  person  who  had  been  deceived  into 
placing  faith  in  it ;  and  wonld  be  wholly  contrary  to  the  usage  and  practice  of 
eiyilised  states,  as  well  as  to  the  common  notions  of  justice  and  good  mith. 

Her  Majesty's  goyemment  are  equally  unable  to  concur  in  the  validity  of 
the  reasons  assigned  as  a  justification  of  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  Hard- 
eastle.  Her  Majesty's  govaimient  observe  that  none  of  the  acts  alleged  in 
justification  could  possibly  have  caused  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Hardcastle, 
inasmuch  as  they  rest  solely  upon  the  statements  of  the  jailer  of  conversations 
with  the  unfortunate  man  (who  is  no  longer  alive  to  contradict  him)  ct/ier  his 
imprisonment,  and  her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  there  is  literally  no 
other  evidence  throughout  the  papen  from  which  the  faintest  trace  of  guilty  or 
improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  Hardcastle  can  be  inferred. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  papers  which  accompanied  your  note  of  the  11th 
November  which  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  he  not  a  little  remark* 
able.  It  is  now  allied  that  Hardcastle,  as  well  as  a  prisoner  named  Pleason- 
toD,  had  put  his  head  over  the  screen,  when  he  was  shot  by  the  sentry,  but  no 
mention  of  this  circumstance  is  made  in  the  reports  made  by  Gaptain  Mix  and 
(General  Martindale  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  which  were  enclosed  in  your 

Kvions  note  of  the  18th  of  June.'*'  It  was  then  represented  that  Pleasonton's 
d  was  over  the  screen ;  but  it  was  not  stated  that  Hardcastle's  head  was  also 
in  the  same  position ;  and  it  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  (regard  being  had  to 
the  gravity  of  the  matter)  that  such  a  fiust,  if  really  true,  should  not  have 
applied  as  the  result  of  the  first  inquiry. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  therefore  instructed  me  to  address  to  the 
United  States  government  a  firm  protest  with  regard  to  what  has  occurred  in 
this  case,  on  the  ground  both  of  the  unlawfulness  of  Hardcastle's  imprisonment, 
in  view  of  the  safe-conduct  which  must  be  regarded  as  having  been  assured  to 
him  by  the  United  States  military  authorities,  and  of  the  unsatisfinctory  charac- 
ter of  the  evidence  which  has  been  adduced  as  justifying  the  proceedings  which 
led  to  his  death  ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  have  desired  me  to  add,  that 
her  Majesty's  government  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  presenting  a  claim 
for  compensation  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  should  any  such  be 
hereafter  advanced  by  the  relatives  of  the  deceased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


Lard  Lyoju  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  June  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered  the  note  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  29th  of  January  last,  respecting  the  case  of 

*  38di  ONugress,  Ist  session,  House  Ex.  Doc  No.  1,  page  662. 
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the  Blanche.  Her  Mi^esty's  government  cannot,  however,  find  any  reason  to 
alter  or  modify  the  view  which  they  have  hitherto  taken  of  this  case,  and  they 
regret  to  see  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  still  hesitates  to  grant 
the  redress  which  is  due  to  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  for  the 
impioper  acts  of  the  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Montgomery. 

The  answer  made  in  your  note  to  the  demand  of  her  Majesty's  government 
appears  to  rest  mainly  on  the  allegation  that  the  Blanche,  at  the  time  she  was 
destroyed,  was  American,  and  not  British  owned.  She  was,  however,  then 
sailing  with  British  papers  and  under  the  British  flag  in  neutral  waters,  where 
that  nag  was  not  liable,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  aggression,  search,  or  visit 
Her  registered  owner  was  Mr.  G-eorge  Wigg,  a  natural-bom  British  sulnect, 
residing  at  Liverpool.  His  title  was  shown  by  a  regular  bill  of  sale,  dated  the 
31st  of  July,  1862,  and  executed  atCavana  by  ihe  duly  constituted  attorney  of 
W.  L.  Smith,  who  appeared  upon  the  permanent  register  of  the  port  of  Galveston 
as  sole  owner,  on  the  29th  of  May  preceding.  The  transfer  was  expressed  to 
be  made  for  a  valuable  consideration  in  money,  and  no  evidence  whatever  taid- 
ing  to  impeach  the  bona  fidts  of  the  purchase  by  Mr.  Wigg  haa  ever  been 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government.  The  ship,,  therefore, 
being  regularly  documented  as  a  British  ship,  and  sailing  as  such,  under  the 
British  flag,  within  neutral  protection,  has  been,  and  is  now,  recognized  in  that 
character  both  by  the  Britisn  and  the  Spanish  governments. 

What  evidence,  then,  is  produced  or  offered  by  the  United  States  government 
to  show  that  the  Blanche  was  an  American  vessel,  fraudulently  transferred  and 
navigated  under  fedse  colors  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  her  real  ownership? 

If,  indeed,  such  a  fact  were  established,  her  Mi^esty's  government  could  oaim 
no  redress,  because  no  injury  would  have  been  done  to  any  British  subject. 
But  the  burden  of  displacing  the  prima  fade  title  shown  by  the  flag  and  papers, 
and  by  the  recognition  of  both  the  neutral  governments  (which,  until  displaced 
by  contrary  evidence,  would  be  sufficient  for  every  legal  purpose,  in  every  eonrt 
of  justice  throughout  the  world)  lies  upon  the  United  States  government;  and 
it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has,  as  yet,  neither  produced  nor  offered  to  produce  any  evidence  what- 
ever having  the  slightest  real  tendency  to  displace  it. 

The  only  new  evidence  put  forward  by  your  note  consists  in  a  copy  of  the 
registry  of  the  General  Rusk  (afterwards  cedled  the  Blanche)  on  the  permineat 
register  of  New  Orleans,  dat^d  the  8th  of  April,  1857,  by  which  it  appears  that 
she  was  then  registered  as  belonging  to  the  Southern  Steamship  Company  of 
New  Orleans.  Her  Majesty's  government  are  at  a  loss  to  nerceive  how  the&et 
that  five  years  before  the  same  ship  was  registered  at  New  Orleans  as  the 
property  of  a  different  owner  can  prove  that  a  British  title  derived  ^m  W.  L. 
Smith,  who,  on  the  29th  of  May.  1862,  was  the  registered  owner  of  the  sane 
ship  on  the  permanent  register  of  Galveston,  is  fraudulent  and  void.  Upon  die 
history  of  the  vessel,  between  April,  1857,  and  May,  1862,  no  light  is  thrown. 
The  untenable  position  as  to  the  necessary  invalidity  of  all  captures  from  the 
United  States  in  the  existing  war,  and  of  all  sentences  of  condemnation  by  the 
enemy's  prize  courts,  does  not  appear  to  be  assumed  in  your  present  note;  nbr 
indeed  does  your  note  enable  her  Majesty's  government  so  much  as  to  con- 
jecture what  are  the  alleged  wrongful  proceedings,  on  account  of  which  the 
apparent  title  of  the  owner  in  1862,  from  whom  the  ship  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
"Wigg,  is  considered  by  the  United  States  government  to  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment. The  difficulty  which  her  Majestv's  government  find  in  following 
your  argument  on  this  point  is  not  diminished  by  the  fact  that,  for  a  considera- 
ble period  after  the  secession  from  the  United  States  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States,  New  Orleans,  where  this  vessel  appears  to  have  been  registered  in  Aprilf 
1857,  was  itself  a  principal  city  of  these  latter  States.    Still  less  can  her 
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Majesty's  government  perceive  that  your  note  shows  that  the  purchase  by  Mr. 
Wigg  was  in  any  sense  colorable  or  frandnlent. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  commanded  me  to  inform  yon 
that  I  am  instmcted  to  maintain  firmly  the  position  hitherto  assumed  by  them 
in  this  case,  at  all  events  until  some  more  satisfactory  disproof  of  the  title  of  the 
British  owner  to  this  vessel  shall  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  June  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  answer  to  the 
communication  to  his  excellency  of  your  note  to  me  of  the  31st  May,  relative 
to  the  passage  through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  of  certain  persons  supposed 
to  be  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WilUam  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sgc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons, 

OOVERNMBNT  HOUSB, 

Quebec,  June  8, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
despatch  of  June  2,  and  enclosures,  relative  to  the  passage  of  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  persons,  considered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  to  be  disloyal 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  en  route  for 
Canada. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  adopt  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  prevent  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territories  by  these  or  any  other  per- 
sons, but  I  need  not  remind  your  excellency  of  the  great  difSiculty  that  exists 
in  obtaining  information  with  respect  to  the  intentions  of  such  persons,  whether 
passing  through  or  residing  in  Canada. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  16,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
Idth  instant  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Bluicne,  and,  in  reply,  to  assure  your 
lordship  that  it  will  receive  a  careful  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servanty 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  8fc.,  4^.,  ifc. 
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Lord  LyoTU  to  Mr,  Setpord, 

WA8Hf!fGT0if ,  Jime  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  has  directed 
mo  to  make  known  to  tne  government  of  the  United  States  suspicions  which 
have  been  excited  respecting  an  American  brigantine  called  the  Myra. 

Her  Majesty's  commissioner  at  Loanda,  in  a  report  dated  at  that  place  ontbe 
14  th  March  last,  reports  that  he  received  information  on  the  previous  day  that 
the  Myra  had  entei^  the  port  of  Mossamedes  on  the  23d  of  February  last, 
and,  although  her  papers  were  correct  and  she  was  ostensibly  fitted  out  as  a 
whaler,  her  size  and  other  circumstances  seemed  to  render  it  extremely  proba- 
ble that  she  was  really  destined  to  be  employed 'in  the  slave  trade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideraiion,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Srward,  4iv;.,  Sf^.,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  4o  Mr.  Setoard. 

Washington,  Jv$ie  20, 1864 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  notes  dated  die  19th 
and  30th  ultimo,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  in  an- 
swer to  a  note  dated  the  18th  ultimo,  in  which  I  informed  you  that  it  had  been 
represented  to  me  by  British  subjects  at  Memphis,  in  Tennessecrthat  the  mili- 
tary authorities  at  that  place  had  threatened  to  expel  all  foreigners  who  refused 
to  enrol  themselves  in  the  militia. 

You  have  been  so  good  as  to  inform  me  that  the  matter  has  been  referred  to 
the  general  commanding  at  Memphis  for  a  report,  and  to  promise  to  communicate 
the  report  to  me  when  it  is  received.  In  the  mean  time  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  forward  to  me  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the  military  authority  at  Mem- 
phis respecting  commercial  intercourse  with  that  place,  and  to  state  to  me  that 
Sou  are  under  the  impression  that  the  rule  concerning  beleaguered  places,  like 
[emphis,  is  that  foreigners  shall  either  take  up  arms  for  their  defence  or  depart 
therenrom. 

I  deem  it  right  to  call  your  attention  to  a  further  order  of  the  military  an- 
thority  al  Memphis,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose.  This  order,  which  is  dated  the 
2d  instant,  directs  that  no  person  exempted  from  the  service  in  the  militia,  on 
the  ground  of  his  being  a  foreign  subject,  shall  be  allowed  to  engage  in  busineu 
in  Memphis  so  long  as  he  claims  the  benefit  of  the  exemption. 

Memphis  is,  no  doubt,  from  its  position,  very  liable  to  be  attacked;  bat  I 
trust  that  the  United  States  authorities  will  candidly  consider  whetJier  this  hti 
suffices  to  warrant  or  necessitate  a  measure  bearing  so  very  hardly  on  foreign- 
ers, whose  duty  to  their  own  sovereigns  forbids  their  taking  up  arms  in  the 
present  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  ^v.,  ifc. 


[Circular.] 

Hbadquabtbrs  District  of  West  Tbnnbssbb, 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  Jtme  2,  1804. 
Whereas  many  applications  are  made  to  be  exempted  from  service  in  the 
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militia,  OTganized  for  the  defence  of  Memphis,  bj  reason  of  the  parties  being 
citizens  or  subjects  of  foreign  powers,  I  state,  for  the  information  of  all  such, 
that  exemptions  will  be  granted  when  the  parties  applying  have  never  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  have  not  been 
engaged  in  the  confederate  service. 

When  persons  natives  of  foreign  countries  apply  for  exemption,  and  it  shall 
satisfactorily  appear  that  they  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  that  they  have  been  in  the  rebel  service,  ^  such 
persons  will  be  sent  out  of  the  lines.  All  persons  engaged  in  business  in  Mem- 
phis are  so  engaged  by  the  permit,  license,  or  sufferance  of  the  military  authori- 
ties, and  it  is  not  deemed  either  wise  or  prudent  to  allow  persons  to  be  so  em- 
ployed who  are  unwilling  to  defend  the  city  when  assailed. 

Persons,  therefore,  whose  health  and  age  would  otherwise  subject  them  to 
militia  duty,  but  who  claim  and  receive  exemption  by  reason  of  their  being  the 
subjects  of  foreign  governments,  will  not  be  allowed  to  engage  in  business  in 
Memphis  so  long  as  they  claim  the  benefit  of  said  exemption. 

Persons  will  not  be  aUowed  to  follow  the  army  for  purposes  of  gain,  no  mat- 
ter T^bat  their  nationality,  with  greater  privileges  and  immunities  than  are  ac- 
corded to  American  citizens. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Washburn. 

WM.  H.  MORGAN, 
Major  and  Assist.  Adjutant  General. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons. 


Dbpartmbnt  o^  State, 

Washington,  June  23,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  lordship's  notes,  heretofore  acknowledged,  con- 
cerning an  alleged  violation  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  at 
the  island  of  Eleuthera,  by  the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  in  a  chase 
of  the  insurgent  steamer  Margaret  and  Jessie,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  place 
in  your  hands  several  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry,^ 
which  has  been  held  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  transaction  referred 
to.  The  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  conducted  with  entire  frankness  and 
impartiality.  All  the  evidence  which  was  available  was  submitted  to  them. 
The  President  finds  no  grounds  for  questioning  the  correctness  of  the  conclu- 
sion at  which  the  court  arrived,  namely,  that  Commander  Trenchard  was  de- 
sirous and  anxious  to  avoid  any  violation  of  the  British  territorial  jurisdiction 
while  chasing  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  and  that,  in  the  case  in  question,  no 
violation  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  was  committed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  iSEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ifc,  (jfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Dbparthibht  of  Statb, 

WSkington,  June  24,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  communicating  to  me  the  copy  of  a  des- 

"  —  r" 

*  Publishfid  in  1864,  in  pamphlet  f<nrm,  by  the  Nstj  Department 
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patch  of  the  8th  instant,  from  his  excellencj  the  governor  general  of  Canada, 
in  relation  to  the  reported  passage  of  persons  hostile  to  the  United  StAtes 
through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and  to  the  precautions  which  his  ex- 
cellency proposes  to  adopt  to  prevent  any  infringement  of  the  neutrality  of  h« 
Miyesty's  territories  hy  those  or  any  other  persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  h^h  considerations,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  24,  1864. 

Sir:  In  a  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  24th  ultimo,  I 
stated  that  I  trusted  that  you  would  authorize  me  to  inform  the  agents  of 
Messieurs  William  Anderson,  Saxon  &  company  that  the  claim  of  l£at  firm 
for  payment  for  coals  taken  firom  Angra  Pequena  by  the  United  States  ship 
Vanderbilt  might  be  sent  in,  and  that  if  the  particulars  were  found  to  be  cor- 
rect, it  would  be  promptly  satisfied. 

In  the  answer  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  on  the  25t]i 
ultimo,  you  observed  that  perhaps  these  particulars  might  make  the  case  more 
clear.  In  order  to  place  them  before  you,  I  forward  to  you  herewith  a  letter 
addressed  to  you  by  Messieurs  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Company,  which  has  heen 
sent  to  me  by  the  a^nts  under  flyine  seal,  and  also  a  bill  giving  the  particulars 
as  to  the  quantity  of  coals  taken,  and  the  sum  demanded  in  payment. 

With  regard  to  the  remark  made  in  your  note,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
know  for  what  purpose,  and  at  whose  instance,  the  coals  were  sent  on  board  the 
Saxon,  from  Gape  Town  to  Angra  Pequena,  as  well  as  to  the  statement  in  your 
previous  note  of  the  16th  of  March,  that  the  coals  had  notoriously  been  sent  to 
supply  the  steamer  Alabama,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's 
government  are  unable  to  assent  to  the  position,  that  if  the  coals  were  sent  to 
supply  the  Alabama,  the  owners  of  them  would  be  disentitled  to  compensation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Meurs.  Anderson^  Sax4m  8f  Co,  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Capb  Town,  <3apb  of  Good  Hops, 

December  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  We  have  this  day  sent  to  Messrs.  0.  J.  and  F.  W.  Goggill,  of  New 
York  city,  instructions,  and  a  power  of  attorney,  to  act  for  us  in  the  settlement 
of  a  claim  against  the  United  States  government  for  coal  taken  by  the  United 
States  steamer  Vanderbilt,  which  we  transmitted  to  you  through  Walter  Gra- 
ham, esq..  United  States  consul  at  this  port. 

Should  you  decide  to  pav  the  bill,  the  Messrs.  Gog^  will  draw  upon  the 
Treasury  Department,  or  otherwise,  as  you  may  direct. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ANDERSON,  SAXON  &  CO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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I 
I,  Walter  Qraham,  conBul  for  the  United  States  at  Oape  Town,  do  berebj 
certify  that  the  signature  above  written  is  genuine,  and  that  the  power  of  attor- 
ney referred  to  has  been  shown  to  me,  and  that  it  is  a  genuine  document  in  all 
respects. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  haye  hereunto  affixed  my  signature  and  the  seal  of  this 
consulate,  this  third  day  of  December,  1863. 

WALTER  GRAHAM, 
United  Stateg  ComuU  Cape  Town. 


The  United  States  Government  to  William  Anderson,  Saxon  4*  Co.,  Dr. 

1863. 

November  23. — ^To  250  tons  coal  taken  from  Penguin  island,  by  the  boats 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Vanderbilt,  by  order  of  Cap- 
tain Baldwin,  on  the  Slst  of  October  last,  at  «£6  per  ton d£  1,500 

Cape  Town. 


Itord  Lyons  to  Mr*  Seward. 


WashinotoW,  June  24,  1864.    . 

Sir  :  I  had  on  the  5th  instant  the  honor  to  remind  you  that  you  had  informed 
me,  on  thje  27th  April  previously,  that  the  military  commission  which  had  inves- 
tigated the  case  of  Mr.  James  McHugh  had  reported  that  in  their  judgment 
he  should  be  released. 

You  were  so  good  as  to  state  to  me,  on  the  10th  instant,  that  you  had  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  case ;  but  I  have  reason  to  fear 
that  although  two  months  or  more  have  elapsed  since  the  military  commission 
recommended  that  Mr.  McHugh  should  be  released,  this  unfortunate  man  is  still 
in  confitement  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  earnestly  entreat  that  orders  may  without  further  delay  be  given  for  his 
restoration  to  liberty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ffc.,  ^.,  dfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WA8HINGT0N,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  placed  in  your  hands  on  the  17th  March  last  a  memorandum  pointing 
out  the  serious  losses  which  were  entailed  upon  manufacturers  in  Canada  by 
the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  from  the  United  States.  In 
a  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  following  day,  you 
observed,  with  reference  to  this  coal,  that  an  element  which  had  measurably 
influenced  the  policy  of  the  United  States  government  was  the  notorious  fact 
that  inel  of  this  character  was,  for  obvious  reasons,  preferred  by  blockade  run- 
ners, whQ  before  the  restriction  went  into  effect  were  in  the  habit  of  supplying 
themselves  with  it  at  British  ports  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  United  States. 

The  governor  general  of  Canada  has  requested  me  again  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  very  serious  inconvenience 
to  which  the  trade  of  Canada  is  subjected  by  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation 

41  c  * 
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from  the  United  States  of  coal  of  tbis  description,  and  to  Boggest  that  in  the 
event  of  the  prohibition  being  withdrawn  00  far  as  relates  to  exportation  made 
along  the  interior  line  of  frontier,  the  government  of  Canada  would  be  prepared 
themselves  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  from  any  port  in  the 
province. 

£7  the  adoption  of  this  plan  a  valuable  trade  would  be  preserved  both  to  the 
United  States  and  to  Canada,  without  anv  risk  being  incurred  of  the  coal's 
being  used  to  the  prejudice  of  the  United  States  hj  their  enemies.  It  appears 
to  the  governor  general  that  the  commercial  interests  both  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Canadians  would  be  promoted ;  that  the  objects  to  ob- 
tain which  the  prohibition  of  exportation  was  originally  ordered  would  not  be 
imperilled ;  and  that  the  peculiar  situation  of  Canada,  which  would  enable  her 
strictly  to  carry  into  effect  the  conditions  proposed,  would  prevent  the  conces- 
sion from  being  drawn  into  an  inconvenient  precedent. 

In  recommending  very  earnestly  the  proposal  of  the  Canadian  government  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  I  wiir.onlj 
add,  that  the  wants  of  the  province  have  become  very  urgent,  and  that  the 
value  of  the  boon  solicited  would  be  in  no  small  degree  enhanced  by  prompt- 
ness in  according  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc..  ^nc.,  d^c. 


Mr,  Setaard  to  Lard  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  27,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  the  24th  of  June,  together  with  the  letter  of  Anderson,  Saxon.  &  Co., 
in  regard  to  coals  taken  by  the  United  States  ship  Vanderbilt  from  Angra  Pe- 
quena. 

I  regret  that  the  parties  interested  in  the  claim  for  payment  for  this  coal  have 
not  thought  it  proper  to  furnish  information  of  the  piirpose  for  which  the  coal 
was  sent  to  a  place  convenient  for  the  resort  of  pirates,  and  outside  of  the  juris- 
diction of  maritime  nations.  I  have  also  to  regret  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, as  you  inform  me,  are  unable  to  assent  to  the  position  that  if  the  coal  y^HB 
sent  to  supply  the  Alabama,  the  owners  would  be  disentitled  to  compensation. 

This  government,  under  the  circumstances,  considers  information  upon  this 
fact  to  be  material  before  it  can  deem  it  proper  to  admit  the  claim. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ^v. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward,  ^ 

Washington,  June  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  in  the  department  of  the  gulf  the  following  oath  is 
exacted  from  foreigners : 

• 
"United  States  of  America,  Department  op  the  Oulp, 

"  Office  Provost  Marshal  General 
"New  Orleans,  ss: 

'« I,  — ; ,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  a  subject  of ;  Aat  I 

have  never  become  or  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  by  natoralization  or 
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otlia*wiBe,  nor  have  I  declared  my  intention  to  become  snch  citizen,  nor  voted 
at  any  political  election  in  the  United  States,  nor  done  any  act  in  derogation  of 

my  <dlegiance  to . 

"  I  do  farther  Bolemnly  swear  that,  so  long  as  my  government  remains  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  I  will  do  no  act,  nor  aid,  advise,  or  consent  that 
any  be  done,  nor  conceal  any  act  done,  or  to  be  done,  that  shall  aid,  assist,  or 
comfort  any  of  the  enemies  or  opposers  of  the  United  States,  or  the  authority  or 
government  theieof." 

It  appears  that  this  oath  is  exacted  even  from  British  subjects  belonging  to 
the  crews  of  British  merchant  vessels,  and  even  in  cases  in  which  they  arrive  at 
and  depart  from  New  Orleans  on  board  the  same  vessel. 

The  oath,  if  it  is  to  be  construed  literally,  imposes  upon  subjects  of  her  Majestv 
obligations  following  them  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
such  being  the  case,  is  objectionable  in  several  particulars. 

I  beg  you  to  take  into  consideration  the  accompanying  copies  of  a  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  which  has  taken  place  between  Major  General  Banks 
and  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans,  and  I  trust  that  if  it  shall  still  be 
deemed  necessary  to  exact  an  oath  from  foreigners,  measures  will  be  taken  to 
substitute  at  once,  for  that  in  use  in  the  department  of  the  gulf,  one  unobjec- 
tionable in  its  terms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^t;.,  ^. 


Major  General  Banks  to  Mr.  Coppetl, 

Hbadquartrrs  Dbpartmbnt  of  thb  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  May  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  Will  you  please  suggest  to  me  what  change  you  desire  in  the  neutral 
oath  to  which  you  alluded  yesterday,  and  in  what  respect  it  conflicts  with  the 
rights  of  seamen  or  any  other  class  of  British  subjects. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
G.  Cop  PELL,  Esq. 


Mr,  OofpeU  to  Mqfor  General  Banks, 

British  Consulatb, 

New  Orleans,  May  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communication  of  the  28th 
current,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  respecting  the 
neutral  oath,  the  subject  of  my  remarks  on  the  previous  day,  and,  conformably 
with  the  desire  expressed,  I  oner  for  your  consideration  the  following  considera- 
tions 

After  a  British  vessel  has  been  cleared  for  sea  by  the  authorities,  it  is  required 
that  the  crew,  whether  the  same  that  arrived  with  the  vessel  or  those  shipped 
here,  shall  subscribe  the  neutral  oath  (t.  e,  if  they  are  aliens)  before  the  vessel 
18  allowed  to  depart  the  port.  British  subjects,  properly  registered  as  such,  are 
also  required  to  subscribe  the  oath  when  obtaining  a  pass  to  leave  this  depart" 
ment  for  the  north  or  for  a  foreign  country. 


644  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

In  referring  to  tbe  oath  as  now  administered,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  first  port 
the  alien  swears  to  the  already  proved  fact  of  being  a  foreigner ;  for,  before  sabscrib- 
ing,  the  applicant  has  to  show  a  foreign  passport  or  a  consular  certificate.  The 
second  part  of  the  oath  would  seem  to  impose  upon  the  neutral  obligations 
binding  when  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  LFnited  States,  an  obligation  which, 
if  expected  or  intended,  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  consistent  with  the  rights 
which  the  United  States  government  has  with  regard  to  neutrals,  nor  the  neutral 
British  subject  with  his  own  sovereign.  I  would,  therefore,  beg  to  surest  for 
your  consideration  that  in  the  case  of  the  crews  of  British  vessels,  and  where 
the  crew  is  the  same  as  when  the  vessel  arrived  in  port,  the  oath  be  dispensed 
with  ;  and  with  regard  to  that  class  of  British  subjects  arriving  at  or  departing 
from  New  Orleans  by  sea,  that  the  oath  be  somewhat  modified  in  the  pointB  I 
have  named.  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  neutral  oath  whioli  is 
imposed  in  one  of  the  military  departments  (the  Mississippi,  I  think)  of  x^ 
United  States,  believing  that  it  may  be  considered  as  covering  all  the  groan  de 
of  a  neutral  obligation. 

I  desire  it  to  be  understood,  general,  that  I  offer  these  remarks  in  behalf  of 
neutral  British  subjects  only,  particularly  those  whose  interests  may  call  them 
to  this  department  transiently,  and  in  no  way  to  interpose  for  any  who,  in  con- 
tempt of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  may  violate  the  neutrality  imposed  upon 
all  classes  of  her  subjects. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  my  thanks  for  the  prompt  con- 
sideration and  action  always  accorded  the  many  and  important  matters  1  have 
had  occasion  to  bring  to  your  notice  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 

GEORGE  COPPELL 

Major  General  N.  P.  Banks, 

United  States  Army, 


Major  Qeneral  Banh  to  Mr.  OopptU, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Ntw  Orleans,  June  8,  1864 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  difficulties  connected  with 
the  modification  of  the  neutral  oath  suggested  by  you,  which  deters  me  firom 
adopting  it  at  present. 

There  are  many  American  citizens  in  this  department,  bom  of  English  and 
French  parents,  who,  to  escape  conscription,  claim  forei^  protection  under  the 
belief  that  the  descendants  of  a  subject  do  not  lose  the  nationality  of  their 
ancestry.  Such  persons  have  not  only  participated  in  the  elections  of  this 
country,  but  have  availed  themselves  of  all  the  privileges  of  natural-born 
citizens.  It  seems  but  just  that  those  who  claim  the  privilege  of  neutrality 
should  be  required  to  make  the  declaration  that  they  have  not  exercised  the 
privileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Without  undertaking  to  decide  the  question  of  neutrality  in  cases  where  such 
declaration  cannot  be  made,  and  which  may  be  reserved  for  special  considera- 
tion, the  interests  of  the  government  seem  to  demand  that  the  general  rale 
adopted  in  this  department  should  be  observed.  If  there  be  just  cause  for 
changing  die  practice  in  regard  to  seamen  who  ship  from  this  port  upon  the  same 
vessels  in  which  they  arrive,  I  shall  very  gladly  make  the  change  upon  a  prop«* 
representation  of  the  facts. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Mqjor  General,  Commanding* 

6.  GoFPELL,  Esq 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  June  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  a  note  dated  the  20th  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  call  yonr  attention 
to  an  order  of  the  military  authorities  at  Memphis,  forbidding  foreigners,  who 
claimed  exemption  ^m  militia  sendee,  to  engage  in  trade. 

The  alarm  and  distress  which  this  order  and  other  measures  adopted  by  the 
military  officers  at  Memphis  hare  spread  among  her  Majesty's  subjects  are  very 
great,  and  I  receive  numerous  applications  from  them  for  advice. 

I  trust  that  you  will  move  the  proper  authorities  to  take  the  matter  into  consider- 
ation without  delay,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  you  will  authorize  me  to  give  to 
British  subjects  at  Memphis  such  definite  information  respecting  the  views  of  the 
United  States  government  as  may  dissipate  their  apprehensions,  and  enable  them 
to  feel  some  security  as  to  their  fbture  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^e.,  8(c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Wathington,  June  30,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
18th  instant,  in  which,  under  instructions  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  you  make  known  to  this  government  the  suspicions 
entertained  by  her  Majesty's  commissioners  at  London  respecting  the  American 
brigantine  Myra,  which  vessel  had  arrived  at  the  port  of  Massamedes  on  the 
23d  of  February  last,  under  such  circumstances  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  she 
was  intended  to  be  employed  in  the  slave  trade.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  thank  vour  lordship  for  this  information,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have  com- 
municated it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  hpnor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  fy:.^  ^'>  ^* 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  OF  State, 
Washington,  July  1, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  McHugh,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  now  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  in  replv,  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  has  informed  this  department  that  the  discharge  of  the  prisoner  has  been 
ordered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ffc.,  Ifc,,  9fc, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 
Washingtoth  July  5,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  Ihe  honor  to  enclose  a  cop^  of  a  despatch  of  the  4th  altimo. 
No.  48,  from  the  United  States  consul  at  St.  John,  Ne^oundland,  in  which  he 
informs  me  that  the  colonial  government  are  sending  to  Boston,  hj  the  British 
hrig  Arthur,  three  pardoned  criminals,  named  Hurley,  Shea,  and  Nowlan. 

I  would  esteem  it  a  favor  in  your  lordship  to  cause  an  inquiry  into  the  matter* 
for  the  information  of  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfc„  Sfc,f  Sfc. 


Mr.  Uaek  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

No.  48.]  Consulate  of  U.  S.  of  Ambrica  for  Nbwfoundlanu» 

St.  John,  June  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  colonial  government  are  sending 
to  Boston,  bv  the  British  brig  Arthur,  three  pardoned  criminals,  named,  reapect- 
ively,  Daniel  Hurley,  Bryan  Shea,  and  James  Nowlan. 

Shea  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  British  army ;  he  was  convicted  of  shop- 
breaking ;  the  other  two,  I  think,  were  arrested  for  larceny. 
I  cannot  get  further  particulars,  as  the  vessel  is  ready  to  sail. 
I  have  notified  the  collector  of  customs  at  Boston. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CONVERS  0.  LEACH, 

United  States  Consul. 
F.  W.  Sbwabd,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  July  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans,  and  a  copy  of  the  militaiy 
order  to  which  it  refers. 

Ton  will  perceive  that  the  order  in  question  establishes  regulations  respecting 

Sold  at  New  Orleans,  which  interfere  with  the  free  control  of  property  of  this 
escription,  and  appear  to  cause  inconvenience  to  British  merchants  at  that 
place. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  take  the  order  into  consideration,  and  com- 
municate to  me  the  views  of  the  United  States  government  on  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Sfc.,  ^c,  ^c. 
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Mr,  CopptU  to  Lord  Lffotu, 

British  Consulate, 

Neto  Orleans,  June  23,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  deem  it  proper  to  bring  to  your  lordship's  notice  a  military 
order  that  has  been  promulgated  in  this  department  respecting  gold  coin,  as  I 
have  been  consulted  by  British  merchants  as  to  the  conseouence  of  a  refusal  to 
obey  such  an  order,  they  believing  it  to  be  in  violation  or  the  treaty  by  which 
they  are  residents  and  carry  on  business  here. 

From  the  order,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  it  will 
be  seen  that  all  gold  coin  arriving  at,  or  which  has  been  already  imported  to  this 
port,  is  ordered  to  be  deosited  with  the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States ; 
the  owner  having  no  control  over  his  property. 

To-day  a  British  merchant,  Mr.  Archibald  Montgomery,  applied  to  the  treas- 
urer for  gold  which  had  been  taken  to  the  treasury  from  the  steamship's  last 
arrival  from  New  York,  and  which  had  been  sent  to  Mr.* Montgomery  in  pay- 
ment for  merchandise  he  had  shipped  to  that  port,  but  he  was  imormed  that  he 
could  not  obtain  his  gold  unless  it  was  to  be  exported  to  a  loyal  State  or  to  a 
foreign  country,  or  for  payment  of  duties.  I  have,  of  course,  recommended 
obedience  to  the  order,  and  have  informed  those  who  have  spoken  to  me  on  the 
subject  that  I  would  refer  the  matter  to  your  lordship. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  COPPELL. 

Lord  Lyons,  ^c,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Hbadquartbrs  Department  op  the  Gulp, 

New  Orleans,  June  18,  1864. 
General  Orders,  ) 
No.  75.    ./ 

1.  All  shipments  of  gold  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans  from  this  date,  unless 
otherwise  specially  authorized  by  the  government  at  Washington,  will  be  depos^ 
ited  with  the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to  be  delivered  to  con- 
signees or  claimants  only  upon  satisfactory  assurances  that  it  will  not  be  used 
in  contravention  of  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments  or 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

2.  All  parties  to  whom  consignments  of  gold  have  heretofore  been  made  are 
directed  to  deposit  the  same  with  the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
subject  to  the  iabove  regulations.  The  provost  marshal  general  is  directed  to 
enforce  a  strict  observance  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major  Greneral  Banks : 

OLIVER  MATHEWS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  8, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  5th 
instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  asking  the  governor  of 
Newfoundland  to  enable  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  information  which  you  desire 
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to  obtain  respecting  a  statement  that  three  pardoned  criminals  had  bben  sent 
^m  St.  John  to  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpahtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  July  S,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  notes  of  the  19th  of  December,  1863,  and  2d 
March,  1864,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Labuan,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
your  lordship  that,  upon  the  receipt  of  those  notes,  a  copy  of  each  was  sent  to 
the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  with 
a  view  to  expediting  his  proceedings  under  the  instmetions  of  that  department. 
Your  lordship  is  already  aware  that  those  proceedings  have  been  awaiting 
evidence,  which  the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoras  was  instructed  to  pru- 
cure  and  forward  to  the  district  attorney.  Notwithstanding  repeated  renewals 
of  the  instruction  to  the  consul,  owing  to  the  distance  of  that  port,  and  to  other 
obvious  causes,  he  has  hitherto  failed  to  procure  the  testimony  ;  and  as  such 
testimony  is  essential  to  a  proper  determination  of  the  question  of  damages,  the 
adjustment  of  the  claim  has,  to  the  great  regret  of  this  department,  been  una- 
voidably delayed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  o^.,  ^c,  ic. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Wasliingion,  July  8,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  tiie 
27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  losses  entailed  upon  manufacturers  in  Canada  by 
the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  from  the  United  States,  and 
suggesting,  at  the  instance  of  his  excellency  the  governor  general,  the  with- 
drawal of  the  prohibition  upon  certain  conditions.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  subject  will  receive  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant. 


Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  d:c.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  11,  1864. 
Sir  :  It  has  been  represented  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  in  the  case 
of  a  British  steam  vessel,  the  Pearl,  which  was  released  by  the  priEe  court  at 
Key  West,  the  United  States  district  attorney  has  caused  an  appeal  to  be  entered 
before  the  Supreme  Gomt  of  the  United  States. 
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Her  Majesty's  goyernment  are  adyiaed  that  it  was  certainly  competent  to  the 
district  attorney  to  take  this  course,  but  that  it  is  not  a  usual  one,  and  that  it  mnst, 
under  the  circumstances,  be  regarded  as  a  harsh  proceeding.  Her  Majesty's 
goyernment  haye  accordingly  instructed  me  to  point  out  to  you  the  hardship 
which  this  proceeding  inflicts  upon  the  owners  of  the  Pearl,  and  to  endeayor  by 
friendly  representations  to  obtain  an  abandonment  of  the  appeal. 

I  trust  that  an  examination  of  the  case,  conducted  in  an  equitable  and  liberal 
spirit,  will  lead  the  goyernment  of  the  United  States  to  giye  directions  that  the 
appeal  be  not  proceeded  with. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  seryant, 

LYONS. 

Hofl.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Lord  LyoM  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  July  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  goyernment  haye  had  under  their  consideration  the  pro- 
elamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  18th  February  last,  setting 
forth  certain  conditions  under  which  trade  may  be  carried  on  with  the  port  of 
Brownsyille,  in  Texas. 

As  her  Majesty's  goyernment  understand  this  matter,  it  appears  that  the  al- 
leged blockade  of  Brownsyille  is  at  an  end,  but  that  certain  commercial  re- 
strictions, stated  to  be  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States  goyern- 
ment, are  still  in  force.  It  may  be  competent  to  the  United  States  goyernment 
to  establish  these  restrictions,  and  enforce  them  impartially  against  all  persons ; 
but  her  Majesty's  goyernment  think  that,  at  all  events,  the  imposing  such  re- 
strictions should  be  placed  on  its  right  footing,  as  an  act  of  state  necessity,  and 
not  be  treated  as  an  incident  of  the  right  of  blockade. 

Her  Majesty's  goyernment  haye,  therefore,  instructed  me  to  intimate  to  the 
goyernment  of  the  United  States  their  opinion,  that  the  belligerent  right  of 
blockade  cannot  be  lawfully  enforced  against  neutrals  by  a  belligerent  who  is  in 
actual  possession  of  the  port  alleged  to  be  blockaded. 

I  ha  (re  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
htunble  seryant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  July  11,  1864 

Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to 
her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  <^  state  for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  two  apprentices  belonging  to  the  British  bark  Guzco  had  deserted  that  ship 
at  Valparaiso,  and  been  taken  on  board  the  United  States  ship  St.  Maiy 's. 

I  beg  you  to  cause  an  inyestigation  of  this  matter  to  be  made,  and  to  oom- 
municate  the  result  to  me,  for  the  information  of  her  Mtyesty's  secretary  of 
state. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  seryant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4v.»  4v«>  4^?* 
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Extract  firom  a  Utter  from  Mr,  WUliatn  Nieol  to  Lord  Ru$sdl,  dated  7  Sweeting  street^  DeU 
Btreet,  Liverpool,  June  18,  1864. 

''By  a  recent  mail  from  Valparaiso  I  was  informed  by  Captain  McPhenon,of 
the  Britisb  bark  Gnzco,  of  wbicb  I  am  owner,  tbat  two  apprentices  bad  deserted 
bis  sbip,  and  tbat  after  spending  several  days  in  inquiring  for  ibem,  we  taced 
tbem  to  tbe  American  sbip-of-war  St  Mary's. 

**  Captain  McPberson  states  tbat  be  went  on  board  tbe  St.  Mary's  and  de- 
manded tbat  tbese  boys,  being  apprentices  of  bis  sbip,  sbould  be  given  up.  I 
regret  to  say,  bowever,  tbat  me  commander  of  tbe  vessel  gave  bim  no  satia- 
tion, only  replying  tbat  tbe  bovs  could  not  be  found  witbout  a  deal  <^  trouble. 
As  tbe  Cuzco  was  tben  ready  n>r  sea,  and  bad  already  lost  so  mucb  time  waiting 
for  tbe  boys,  Captain  McPberson  was  under  tbe  necessity  of  sailing  widioat 
tbem. 

'*  I  may  mention  tbat  tbe  parents  and  securities  of  the  boys  are  pressing  me 
to  move  in  tbe  matter." 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

Washington,  July  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  Witb  reference  to  your  note  of  tbe  24tb  May  last,  and  to  my  aDSwer 
of  tbe  6tb  ultimo,  concerning  resolutions  passed  by  tbe  Cbamber  of  Commerce 
of  New  York,  witb  respect  to  tbe  affair  of  tbe  Cbesapeake,  I  am  directed  bj 
ber  Miyesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  inform  yon  ik 
be  bas  caused  a  copy  of  tbose  resolutions  to  be  transmitted  to  tbe  Colonial  De- 
partment, witb  a  request  tbat  tbe  resolution  in  acknowledgment  of  tbe  proceed- 
ings of  tbe  magistrate  wbo  bad  cbarge  of  tbe  Cbesapeake  may  be  conununicited 
to  bim.  Her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  bas  moreover  caused  to  be  transmitted 
to  Sir  Samuel  Cunard  a  copy  of  tbe  resolution  on  tbe  subject  of  tbe  assifltaDce 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Cunard  &  Co.'s  agency  at  Halifax  to  tbe  United  Stittt 
sbipjjElla  and  Annie. 

I  nave  tbe  bonor  to  be,  witb  tbe  bigbest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedieotf 
bumble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc^  ifc.,  ^. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  13, 1864. 
My' Lord:  Referring  tayour  communication  of  tbe  13tb  ultimo,  in  which  ol- 
der the  instruction  of  ber  Majesty's  govemment^our  lordsbip  presents  the  view* 
taken  by  tbem  of  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  military  officers  and  of  tbe  government  rf 
tbe  United  States  in  regard  to  tbe  case  of  James  Hardcastle  wbo  came  to  htf 
death  from  tbe  effect  of  a  shot  fired  by  a  sentinel  at  tbe  Old  Capitol  prison.  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  in  reply,  a  copy  of  letter  of  tbe  8tb  instant,  from  die 
Secretary  of  War,  and  of  tbe  report  of  J  udge  Advocate  Gkneral  Holt  which  » 
companied  it. 

Having  carefully  considered  rour  lordship's  note,  and  having  weighed  die  i«" 
port  of  General  Holt  witb  equal  care,  I  feel  compelled  to  adopt  the  conclnii«« 
of  tbe  latter. 

haA  e  the  bonor  to  be,  with  high  consideration*  my  lord,  your  obedient  •«* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bigh  t  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.f  ifc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  StanUm  to  Mr,  SetDard. 


War  Dbpartmbnt, 

Washington,  July  8, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  baye  the  bonor  to  traasmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  Judge 
Advocate  Greneral  Holt  to  whom  agreeably  to  the  request  made  in  your  letter  of. 
the  16th  ultimo,  the  copy  of  the  note  of  Lord  Lyons  which  accompanied  it,  rela- 
tive to  the  death  of  James  Hardcastle,  from  the  effect  of  a  shot  fired  by  a  senti- 
nel at  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  where  he  was  confined,  was  referred  for  a  review 
of  the  whole  case. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hofn.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State* 


Mr.  Holt  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

JuDOB  Advocate  General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  30,  1864. 

In  the  case  of  John  Hardcastle,  a  British  subject,  referred  to  me  for  report  un- 
der your  indorsement  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  as  follows : 

•In  this  case  a  formal  report  was  made  from  this  office  under  date  of  October 
22d  last,  in  which  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  this  party, 
and  his  subsequent  death  at  the  Oarroll  prison,  in  Washington,  where  he  was  ac- 
cidentally shot  by  a  sentry,  were  set  forth  at  length.  The  conclusion  was  there 
arrived  at  that  such  arrest  and  detention  in  confinement  were  fully  warranted, 
and  that  his  death  was  a  natural  consequence  of  his  persistent  disregard  of  the 
salutary  rules  of  discipline  established  at  the  prison. 

These  views  having  been  adopted  bv  this  government,  and  formally  made 
known  to  the  British  minister,  the  latter  has  now,  under  date  of  the  13th  instant, 
communicated  anew  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  in  regard  to  the  case 
of  Hardcastle,  which  has  thus  been   reopened  for  consideration. 

In  this  communication,  which  has  been  referred  to  this  office.  Lord  Lyons  re- 
monstratef  against  the  proceedings  of  this  government  in  the  case,  and  bases  his 
remonstrance  upon  the  following  grounds: 

(1.)  That  Hardcastle  having  once  been  formally  received  within  the  federal 
lines,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  became  entitled,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  to  the 
privileges  of  what  is  known  in  international  law  as  a  safe  conduct;  that  he  was 
therefore  entitled  to  pass  without  restraint  through  our  territory,  and  that  his 
detention  and  imprisonment  were  without  justification. 

(2.)  That  the  reasons  given  by  the  United  States  government  for  the  original 
arrest  of  Hardcastle,  to  wit,  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  war,  are  insufficient,  inasmuch  as  no  evidence  of  such  guilt  is  shown  to  have 
been  made  to  appear  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  That,  on  the  contrary,  the  only 
evidence  thereof  which  is  presented  is  shown  to  have  been  deduced  aftier  his  im- 
prisonment and  to  consist  of  admissions  made  by  him  to  the  superintendent  of 
the  prison. 

(3.)  That  upon  the  ^rst  investigation  of  the  matter  as  reported  to  her  M«e0« 
ty's  government,  it  was  not  mendoned  that  Hardcastle,  as  well  as  Pleasonton,  had 
extended  his  head  above  the  screen  before  the  prison  window  at  the  time  of 
the  shooting;  that  a  statement  to  this  effect  was  made  only  upon  the  second  in- 


652  DIPLOMATIC  OOBEEaFONDENCB. 

vestigation  of  the  facts  on  the  case,  and  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive 
that  so  important  a  statement,  if  true,  should  not  have  been  presented  at  the  outset. 

Upon  these  grounds,  it  is  represented  by  the  British  minister  that  the  explana- 
tion made  by  our  government  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  which  led  to  the  death 
of  Hardcastle  is  deemed  unsatisfactory,  and  that  her  Majesty's  goyemmeat 
reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  presenting  a  claim  for  compensation  to  the 
govemm^t  of  the  United  States,  ^should  any  such  be  hereafter  advanced  by  the 
relatives  of  the  deceased. 

To  the  several  arguments  put  forth  in  the  remonstrance  of  Lord  Lyons  it  la 
answered  briefly  as  follows  : 

1.  That,  the  reception  of  a  person  within  military  lines,  under  a  flag  of  teace, 
can  be  held  to  operate  as  a  safe  conduct,  allowing  him  a  ft-ee  passage  within  the 
territory  of  the  power  whose  lines  he  has  entered,  is  a  proposition  believed  to  be 
quite  unsupported  by  the  authorities  upon  public  law.  The  safe  conduct  and 
the  flag  of  truce  are  conceived  to  differ  most  materially  both  in  their  nature  and 
in  their  purpose.  The  former,  like  a  passport  or  safeguard,  in  connxtion  with 
which  it  is  treated  in  the  books,  is  a  formal  and  specific  instrument  in  writing, 
issued  by  the  sovereign  authority,  and  generally  to  an  enemy,  and  for  some 
purpose  of  public  policy.  It  authorizes,  in  terms,  the  party  to  whom  it  is  issued 
to  pass  through  the  territory  of  the  sovereign  alone,  or  with  his  family,  servants, 
and  effects,  as  the  case  may  be.  It  is  more  commonly  granted  to  a  public 
.  minister,  (Poison,  p.  98,)  or  to  some  personage  entitled  under  the  comitas  gentium 
to  such  privilege,  to  whom  the  sovereign  is  thereupon  bound  to  afford  full  pro- 
tection against  any  of  his  subjects  or  forces,  and  whom  he  must  indemnify  for 
any  injury  that  may  be  sustained  by  reason  of  a  violation  of  the  security  thus 
solemnly  guaranteed.  At  the  same  time,  since  the  privilege  granted  is  '*  so  fiu*  a 
dispensation  from  the  legal  effects  of  war,  the  instrument  of  safe  conduct  is  always 
strictly  construed,"  and  it  is  usual  to  set  forth  therein  "  every  particular  branc  h 
and  extent  of  the  indulgence  "  thereby  conveyed.  See  1  Kent,  p.  162 ;  Vatte^ 
ch.  17  ;  Woolsey,  sec.  147. 

The  flag  of  truce,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  much  simpler  and  more  familiar  pro- 
ceeding. It  is  used  for  a  great  variety  of  purposes ;  is  not  limited  to  persons  or 
subjects,  and  the  object  of  its  employment  is  not  required  to  be  stated  in  writing. 
In  many  cases  during  a  cessation  of  active  operations,  it  is  no  more  than  an 
informal  means  of  communication  established  oetween  armies  for  mutual  con- 
venience. But  beyond  afiordin^  a  safe  communication  and  transit  ft'om  the  one 
to  the  other,  it  is  conceived  to  be  ordinarily,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  special 
convention,  without  efficacy.  The  protection  which  it  insures  is  understood  to 
be  temporary  and  limited ;  and  that  this  should  be  continued  after  the  immediate 
mission  of  the  flag  has  been  accomplished  is  believed  never  to  have  been 
intended,  since  such  an  extension  of  its  privilege  would  be  to  disarm  the  ordinary 
police  jurisdiction  to  which  all  strangers  entering  the  lines  of  an  army  are 
required  to  be  subjected. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  Hardcastle,  the  flag-of-truce  boat  on  the 
Rappahannock  had  become  a  frequent  means  of  passage  between  the  two  armies, 
then  comparatively  inactive.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  inevitable  that 
parties  personally  unknown  to  the  authorities  should  sometimes  be  received 
within  our  lines  whose  character  and  antecedents  could  not  at  the  moment  be 
disclosed.  Such  persons,  therefore,  were  necessarily  received,  subject  to  such 
examination  and  detention  as  might  be  deemed  prudent  and  proper.  Protected 
by  the  flag  during  their  transit,  tiiey  were  regaraed  as  prima  Jade  entitled  to 
enter  our  lines,  but  while  so  far  privileged  they  were  not  exempted  fit>m  the 
ordinary  police  control,  or  regarded  as  having  an  unquestionable  claim  to  a 
passport  to  proceed  to  the  north. 

The  rules  thus  adopted  in  our  armies,  and,  as  it  is  understood,  in  those  of  the 
enemy  also,  were  found  absolutely  essential  to  the  protection  of  the  government 
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against  the  designs  of  parties  hostile  to  its  interests,  and  are  regarded  as  in  no 
respect  in  derogation  of  the  principles  of  public  law  in  regard  to  the  province 
of  the  flag  of  truce.  It  is  Babmitted,  therefore,  that  the  reception  of  Hardcastle 
under  the  flag  cannot  be  held  to  have  entitled  him  to  the  privileges  of  a  safe 
conduct  through  our  territory,  but  that  his  detention  upon  the  reasonable 
grounds  of  suspicion  set  forth  in  the  original  papers  was  a  measure  of  which  he 
bad  no  right  to  complain,  and  which,  whether  it  may  have  resulted  in  his  speedy 
deliverance,  in  his  being  sent  back  to  the  enemy's  lines,  or  in  his  being  held  as  a 
criminal,  was  fully  warranted  by  the  laws  of  war. 

The  distinction  which  has  thus  been  presented  between  the  privilege  of  a 
I^rson  who  holds  a  formal  safe  conduct  and  that  of  one  arriving  at  our  lines 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  is  well  illustrated  Ijy  an  observation  of  Vattel. 

This  writer,  after  speaking  of  the  rights  conveyed  by  a  safe  conduct,  remariu 
as  follows :  * 

**  The  case  is  different  from  that  of  an  enemy  coming  into  our  country  during 
a  truce ;  to  the  latter  we  have  made  no  particular  promise ;  he,  at  his  own  peril, 
takes  advantage  of  a  general  liberty  allowed  by  the  suspension  of  hostilities. 
All  we  have  promised  to  the  enemy  is  to  forbear  hostilities  for  a  certain  time, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  term  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  us  that  we 
be  at  liberty  to  let  the  war  take  its  course  without  being  impeded  by  a  variety 
of  excuses  and  pretexts."     (Vattell,  ch.  xvii.) 

With  the  same  reason  it  may  be  said  of  one  who  takes  advantage  of  the  tern- . 
poraiy  truce,  of  which  the  white  flag  is  the  signal,  that  he  is  entitled  to  that  ad- 
vantage only  while  such  truce  endures.  He  comes  to  us  under  the  suspension 
of  hostilities,  which,  upon  the  exhibition  of  such  a  signal,  is  humanely  permitted 
by  belligerents.  But  he  comes  under  no  promise  on  our  part  for  the  foture, 
and  at  his  peril.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  truce,  to  wit,  after  the  flag 
has  returned,  it  is  a  matter  of  importance,  if  not  of  absolute  necessity  with  us, 
that  we  be  at  liberty  to  enforce  the  ordinary  laws  of  war  in  regard  to  him,  if 
suspected  of  being  an  enemy,  and  this  without  our  being  impeded  by  the  tech- 
nical excuse,  on  his  part,  that  he  is  still  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  truce, 
although  that  truce  has  come  to  an  end. 

But,  further,  even  if  it  could  be  granted  that  Hardcastle,  when  admitted  to 
our  lines,  was  practically  placdl  under  a  safe  conduct,  it  is  conceived  that  such 
safe  conduct  in  nowise  prevented  his  being  detained  in  arrest  for  good  cause. 
The  authorities  agree  that  the  privileges  of  a  safe  conduct  may  be  forfeited  by 
the  misconduct  of  the  party  to  whom  it  is  issued,  and  that  he  may,  thereupon, 
be  restrained  of  his  liberty  for  a  reasonable  time,  or,  in  an  extreme  case,  may 
be  confined  and  treated  as  a  captive. 

Such  is  the  case  of  one  who,  after  having  received  a  safe  conduct,  engages  in 
intrigues  against  the  state,  or  acts  as  a  spy.  In  such  an  event  if  his  guilt  is 
evident,  he  may,  as  in  the  case  of  Andre,  quoted  by  Woosley,  (§  147,)  beseiied 
and  treated  as  a  criminal ;  or  in  a  case  of  less  gravity,  he  may,  as  indicated  by 
Vattell,  (ch.  xvii,)  be  detained  for  a  reasonable  time,  de  bene  esse,  and  until  the 
grounds  for  such  detention  have  ceased  to  exist. 

Where,  then,  as  in  the  case  of  Hardcastle,  a  person  previously  quite  unknown 
to  our  authorities  is  received  within  our  lines,  and  upon  examination  of  his  pa- 
pers a  reasonable  suspicion  attaches,  that  he  is  travelling  under  an  assumed  char- 
acter, and  with  false  credentials,  that  in  fact  he  has  been  engaged  in  violating 
the  laws  of  war,  may  be  not  fairly  be  deemed  a  proper  subject  for  at  least  the 
temporary  detention  warranted  by  the  principle  of  law  which  has  been  cited  ? 
Can,  therefore,  our  military  authorities  be  regarded  as  having  been  involved  in 
a  breach  of  interaational  law  in  forwarding  the  suspected  party  in  arrest  to  the 
nearest  point  at  which  a  proper  inquiry  could  be  instituted  in  regard  to  his  an- 
tecedents 1  On  the  contrary,  does  not  that  law  fully  justify  an  arrest  under 
these  circumstances,  as  a  preeautioB  necessary  in  time  of  war,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  state  against  an  insidious  enemy  ? 
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It  romains  only  to  add  that  the  tenn  **  safe  condaet "  as  introdaced  in  the 
report  of  this  office  of  October  22d  last,  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  made  m 
r^;ard  to  the  flag  of  truce,  in  this  case  was  employed,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ring to  the  context,  in  the  sense  only  in  which  it  is  sometimes  used  in  common 
parlance,  and  not  in  its  technical  or  legal  sense,  the  safe  conduct  alluded  to  be- 
ing limited  to  the  protection  given  by  the  flag  during  the  transit  between  two 
hostile  armies. 

2.  The  argument  next  advanced  by  the  British  minister  to  show  that  die 
arrest  of  Haracastle  was  not  justified  has  been  received  with  some  surprise,  and 
must,  it  is  conceived,  be  regarded  as  one  of  minor  importance,  not  calling  for  an 
extended  reply.  It  is  true  that  the  reasons  which  induced  Bngsidier  G<^nenl 
Patrick,  provost  marshal  general  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  to  send  Hard- 
castle  forward  in  arrest,  do  not  fully  appear.  It  is,  however,  officially  reported 
that  with  him  was  transmitted  a  communication  from  that  officer,  in  which  the 
genufneness  of  the  credentials  produced  by  the  prisoner  was  called  in  question; 
and  it  was  no  doubt  on  account  of  their  apparent  want  of  genuineness,  (which 
must  necessarily  have  excited  a  suspicion  that  the  bearer  was  not  what  he  as- 
sumed to  be,)  that  the  arrest  was  deemed  expedient.  It  is  proper  to  infer  that 
the  provost  marshal  general  exercised  a  prudent  discretion  in  the  matter,  and 
that  he  was  honestly  persuaded  that  the  arrest  and  further  examination  of 
Hardcastle  would  be  for  the  public  interest.  His  act  has,  therefore,  he&a  ap* 
proved  by  the  United  States  government,  as  that  of  an  officer  of  rank  and  hi^ 
character  engaged  in  the  careful  and  faithful  performance  of  his  duties. 

But  can  the  argument  that  this  arrest  was  without  cause  be  fairly  or  gener- 
ously pressed  at  this  late  date,  and  after  the  full  and  voluntary  confessions  made 
by  Hardcastle  of  his  overt  acts  of  hostility  to  this  government  have  hem 
brought  to  the  attention  of  her  Miyesty's  government?  These  confessions  thus 
freely  and  deliberately  made,  and  appearing  as  they  do  in  the  formal  detailed 
report  of  an  officer  specially  called  upon  to  communicate  the  precise  facts  in  the 
case,  are  regarded  by  this  government  as  evidence  of  a  very  high  and  most  sat- 
isfactory character,  and  as  none  the  less  controlling  because  the  party  who 
made  them  is  not  now  able,  by  reason  of  his  death,  to  add  any  qualificatioa 
thereto.  They  were  evidently  made  intelli^ntly,  and  in  such  a  tone  as  to 
leave  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  narrator  took  a  pride  in  having  oommitted  the 
crimes  which  he  disclosed,  and  it  is  deemed  hardly  possible  to  doubt  that  thef 
were  committed  as  confessed. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  these  personal  statements,  which,  while  they  would  hare 
warranted  the  permanent  confinement  or  trial  of  Hardcastle,  certainly  jostify 
the  suspicion  entertained  by  General  Patrick,  is  it  not,  it  may  be  asked,  a 
more  liberal  view  of  the  case  to  approve  the  action  taken  by  that  officer,  as  at 
least  the  suggestion  of  an  honest  discretion,  than,  while  excluding  the  light  de- 
rived from  the  subsequent  history  of  the  case,  to  regard  such  action  as  an  arbi- 
trary and  reckless  proceeding  ? 

3.  The  third  consideration  advanced  by  Lord  Lvons  remains  to  be  very  briefly 
noticed.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  position  of  Hfurdcastle 
when  shot  by  the  sentry  were  not  fully  set  forth  upon  the  preliminary  investi- 
gation of  the  case  as  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government.  But  in  the  report 
presented  immediately  after  the  occurrence— that  of  General  Martindale,  military 
governor,  of  June  15,  1863 — ^it  is  not  stated  that  Hardcastle  was  not  leaning 
out  of  the  window,  or  extending  his  head  above  the  screen,  but  only  that  Pleas- 
anton,  his  comrade,  was  the  person  *'  chiefly  guilty"  in  these  respects.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  remarked  by  that  officer  that  it  was  intended  to  "examine  the 
case  follv  and  minutely,"  and  this,  too,  with  a  view  to  the  trial  of  the  sentiy 
upon  a  charge  of  murder.  Accordingly,  in  the  subsequent  and  final  fop^  ^ 
this  officer,  of  August  31  following,  as  well  as  in  that  of  superintendent  Wood 
of  August  29,  the  precise  facts,  as  they  occurred,  were  set  forth  upon  the  tee- 
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timonj  of  eje-witnesses ;  and  among  other  things  it  was  disclosed  that  Hard- 
caatle  at  the  time  of  the  shooting  was  looking  over  the  sereen  of  the  window 
in  company  with  his  fellow-prisoner.  Is  it  jast  to  claim  that  this  statement 
was  nntrae,  because  not  made  in  an  earlier  and  brief  report,  professedly  incomplete, 
and  preliminary  to  one  which  was  to  be  based  npon  a  fall  and  grave  inquiry 
and  examination  ?  As  well  might  it  be  maintained  that  the  testimony  presented 
upon  a  formal  criminal  trial  was  not  to  be  credited,  because  not  adduced  in  all 
its  details,  upon  the  preliminary  examination  of  the  suspected  party  before  a 
mi^istrate. 

From  these  comments  upon  the  communication  of  Lord  Lyons  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  conclusions  of  this  office,  as  before  expressed  in  this  case,  in 
regard  to  both  the  law  and  the  facts,  have  been  in  no  respect  modified. 

As  heretofore  the  decided  opinion  is  entertained  that  the  arrest  and  detention 
of  Hardcastle,  in  the  first  instance,  were  lawful  and  proper ;  that  he  was  satis- 
fisbctorily  proved  to  have  forfeited  his  rights  of  neutrality  both  by  his  overt  acts 
of  intense  hostility  to  this  government,  and  by  his  violation  of  the  laws  of  war 
In  his  originally  passing  without  authority  from  our  territory  to  that  of  the  reb- 
els, and  holding  intercourse  with  the  latter ;  that  his  continued  confinement  as  a 
dangerous  and  bitter  enemy  was  warranted  by  this  proof ;  and,  lastly,  that  he 
thoughtlessly  if  not  wantonly  exposed  his  life,  by  a  persistent  disregard  of  the 
regulations  established  for  the  security  of  his  prison,  as  well  as  for  his  own  well- 
being  as  a  prisoner. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge  Advocate  General, 

Hon.  E.  A.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  13,  1804. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  of  the 
1 1th  instant,  presenting  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  regard  to  the 
conditions  prescribed  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  18th  of  February  last,  for  the  regulation  of  trade  with  the  port  of  Browns- 
ville, in  Texas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  it  is  considered  that  this  government 
has  a  right  to  insist,  in  view  of  its  military  occupation  and  possession  of  the 
port  of  Brownsville,  upon  the  regulations,  and  to  enforce  the  blockade  as  to  all 
the  regions  lying  adjacent  to  that  port,  without  the  lines  of  military  occupation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  scr- 
Tant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  ^, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  15,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  6th  instant,  in  regard  to  a  military  order  of  the  18th  ultimo,  issued 
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by  Major  Greneral  Banks  at  New  Orleans,  respecting  gold,  and  to  inform  your 
lordship  that  I  will  take  the  subject  into  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  mv  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  L^tmt, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jtdy  18,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  in  a  despatch  of 
the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  United  States  consul  at 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  he  states  that  satisfactory  evidence  had  been  fomiBhrf 
to  him  that  one  Major  William  Hollins,  late  of  the  insurgent  service,  is  organizing 
in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John  a  force  with  which  to  commit  depredations  on  the 
Maine  frontier ;  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  notorious  James  McDonald, 
and  a  person  by  the  name  of  Jones,  are  concerned  in  this  movement ;  that  it  is 
said  to  be  the  design  of  Hollins  to  make  an  effort  to  march  a  small  force  tfaroi^b 
the  northern  States  to  Kentucky ;  that  he  affirms  that  he  is  authorized  bj  the 
so-called  confederate  authorities  to  bum  and  destroy,  and  to  show  no  qnart^; 
that  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant  a  small  party  left  St.  John,  fuUy  armed 
and  prepared  for  some  desperate  enterprise,  who  represent  that  they  are  to  be 
ioined  somewhere  in  the  State  of  Maine  by  other  men  jvith  whom  they  aiein 
league. 

I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  New  Brunswick  to  these  statements,  in  order  that  the  proper  officers  maj  be 
put  upon  their  guard,  with  a  view  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  neutrality  of 
ner  Majesty's  territory  which  may  be  contemplated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 


Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ifc^  ^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


Washington,  July  19, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to-day  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  note  from  you,  dated  yesterday, 
in  which  you  inform  me  that  it  is  reported  to  you  by  the  United  States  oonBnl 
at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  that  a  force  is  beinff  organized  in  the  neighborhood 
of  that  place,  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations  on  the  frontier  of  H^e. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  administrator  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  to  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^?.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  July  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  18th  of  May  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  note  re- 
specting certain  measores  adopted  by  the  military  authorities  at  Memphis  with 
regard  to  foreigners,  and  on  the  19th  and  30th  of  the  same  month  you  were  so 
good  as  to  write  to  me  in  answer  to  that  note. 

On  the  20th  ultimo  I  addressed  a  note  to  you,  calling  your  attention  to  an 
order  of  the  military  authorities  at  Memphis,  which  directed  that  no  person  ex- 
empted from  service  in  the  militia  on  the  ground  of  his  being  a  foreign  subject 
should  be  allowed  to  engage  in  business  at  that  place. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  I  again  addressed  you  on  this  matter,  and  I  yentured  to 
express  an  earnest  hope  that  you  would  authorize  me  to  give  to  British  subjects 
at  Memphis  such  definite  information  respecting  the  views  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  as  would  dissipate  their  apprehensions  and  enable  them  to 
feel  some  security  as  to  their  future  position. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  beg  you  to  take  into  consideration  a  further  order  issued 
on  the  9th  instant  by  the  military  authorities  at  Memphis,  of  which  I  do  myself 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  to  you  herewith.  You  will  perceive  that  all  foreign 
subjects  and  citizens  within  the  district  of  Memphis  claiming  exemption  from  the 
Memphis  militia  by  reason  of  alienage,  and  engaged  in  business  of  any  character 
are  required  to  enrol  themselves ^or  the  defence  of  the  city  within  ten  days,  and 
are  threatened  with  arrest  and  punishment  in  case  of  failure. 

I  must  once  more  earnestly  beg  you  to  give  yomr  attention  to  these  matters, 
and  to  adopt  without  delay  some  measures  for  the  relief  of  subjects  of  friendly 
powers,  whose  duty  to  their  own  sovereigns  forbids  their  taking  up  arms  on 
either  side  in  the  existing  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc,y  ^.,  ifc. 


[General  Orderi,  No.  23.] 

Headquarters  1st  Brigade  Enrolled  Militia,  D.  M., 

Memphis^  Tenn.,  July  9,  1864. 
Pursuant  to  circular  from  headquarters  district  of  West  Tennessee,  of  date 
June  2,  1864,  which  required  all  foreign  subjects,  and  citizens  within  the  district 
of  Memphis  claiming  exemption  from  the  Memphis  militia  by  reason  of  alienage, 
and  engaged  in  business  of  any  character,  to  enrol  themselves  for  the  defence 
of  the  city ;  and  whereas  many  persons  of  the  above  class  are  stiU  evading  the 
requirements  of  said  circular,  it  is  therefore  ordered  tha1>  they  report  to  these 
headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  enrolment  within  ten  days  from  date.  Persons 
failing  to  comply  wiui  this  order  will  subject  themselves  to  arrest  and  punish- 
ment. 
By  order  of  Colonel  F.  W.  Buttenghans. 

MARK  D.  FLOWER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Lord  Lyoi0  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  July  20'  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
iot  your  information  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  message  which  I  have  received  &om 
42  c  * 
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the  administrator  of  the  government  of  New  Bmnswick,  in  answer  to  a  tel^ram 
which  I  despatched  to  him  on  receiving  your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  relative 
to  information  which  had  reached  you  that  attempts  were  being  made  to  organ- 
ize a  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  John  to  commit  depredations  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Maine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Mr.  CoU  to  Lord  Lyons. 
[Telegram.] 

Frederickton,  N.  B., 

July  19,  1864. 

A  person  calling  himself  Captain  Collins,  (not  Hollins,)  with  two  others,  were 
arrested  while  breaking  into  Calais  Bank.  Quite  certain  that  no  raid  is  contem- 
plated from  this  quarter  ;  my  attention  has  been  called  to  subject  from  reports 
put  in  circulation  here  a  day  or  two  since. 

J.  COLE,  Administrator. 

To  Lord  Lyons 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Waskingtonf  July  20,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  Recurring  to  that  portion  of  your  note  of  the  21st  of  May  last 
which  relates  to  the  treatment  and  imprisonment  of  the  crew  of  the  Sylvanus,  I 
have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo,  and  of  its 
accompaniments  upon  the  subject,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which  are 
stated  the  reasons  for  placing  the  crew  of  that  vessel  in  irons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLL4M  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr   Welles  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

Navy  Department, 

Washingtonf  June  17, 1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  the  11th  instant,  from  Lieutenant 
Commander  F.  H.  Baker,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Huron,  and  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling,  commander  of  the 
Philadelphia  navy  yard,  dated  the  13th  instant,  stating  the  necessity  which  ex- 
isfed  for  putting  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Sylvanus  in  irons. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  l^tate. 
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Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Welles. 


United  States  Steamer  Huron, 
Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  June  11,  18G4. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter,  dated  10th 
instant,  requesting  me  to  inform  the  department  what  necessity  existed  for  keep- 
ing the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Sylvanus  in  irons  while  on  hoard  the  Huron. 

In  reply.  I  have  respectfully  to  state  that  the  officers  of  the  Sylvanus  never 
were,  to  my  knowledge,  put  in  irons.  The  crew,  with  one  passenger,  (six  in  a]l,) 
were  by  orders  put  in  irons  the  night  of  the  capture,  all  being  very  drunk  and 
some  being  disrespectful  to  me.  On  the  next  momiog  they  were  released,  and 
were  not  again  put  in  irons  until  some  niehts  after,  when  the  chief  boatswain's 
mate  report  to  me  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Sylvanus  were  keeping 
togeth<)r  and  whispering,  and  that  the  watch  were  apprehensive  they  might 
give  trouble  or  attempt  to  get  away.  The  Huron  was  at  that  time  quite  short- 
handed,  and  I  deemed  it  wise  to  put  the  prisoners  in  irons.  Upon  other  nights, 
though  not  in  irons,  a  sentry  was,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  placed  over  them; 
at  the  same  time  I  gave  orders  to  allow  them  to  go  on  deck  when  necessary. 
As  the  prisoners  were  leaving  the  Huron  to  go  north  the  master  of  the  Syl- 
vanus thanked  me  for  my  kindness  to  himself  and  crew. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  BAKER, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Forwarded : 

C.  K.  STRIBLING,  Commandant. 


Mr.  Stribling  to  Mr,  Welles. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1864. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  in 
the  case  of  the  crew  of  the  British  schooner  Sylvanus,  the  men  were  put  in  single 
irons  to  prevent  their  escape  on  the  passage  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Acting  Master 
John  West,  a  reliable  and  experienced  officer,  had  charge  of  these  men,  and  he, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  put  them  in  irons,  deeming  it  a  necessary  precaution 
against  their  escape  on  the  passage.  The  usual  practice,  so  far  as  1  know,  is  to 
put  prisoners  (blockade-runners)  in  irons  if  there  is  any  insubordination  or  dis- 
position to  make  their  escape.  Where  there  are  but  a  few  men  in  charge  of  one 
officer  the  prisoners  are  usually  in  a  car  with  pajssengers,  and  it  requires  the 
utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  Uie  officer  to  prevent  their  escape,  if  they  wish 
to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  STRIBLING,  Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington,  July  20,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  yesterd^,  and  the 
others  to  which  it  refers,  on  the  subject  of  an  order  of  General  Washburn's 
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reaniring  military  service  from  aliens  at  Memphis,  upon  pain  of  being  arrested 
and  punished. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  yon  that  I  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  subject,  who  will  direct  a  modification  of  the  order 
so  far  as  to  exempt  aliens  from  arrest  and  punishment.  In  view,  however,  of 
the  important  military  position  of  Memphis  and  the  grave  reasons  for  distmstine 
the  neutrality  of  foreigners  there,  they  will  be  required  to  leave  that  place  and ' 
the  military  district  under  the  command  of  General  Washbume,  and  will  not  be 
allowed  to  return  until  ^irther  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Woihington,  July  20,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  to  acknowledge,  with  many  thanks  to  his  excellency  the 
administrator  of  the  government  of  New  Brunswick,  and  to  your  lordship,  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date  in  regard  to  the  reputed  attempt  to 
organize  a  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  to  commit 
depredations  on  the  frontier  of  Maine. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Spc,,  ifc.,  Spc. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  21,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  detention  of  persons  captured 
on  vessds  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade,  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  yoor 
lordship's  attention  to  the  accompanying  extract  from  a  despatch  of  the  Ist 
instant,  addressed  to  me  by  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAM). 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  9fc.,  ^. 


Mr.  Savage  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 


No.  175.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havasuh  July  1, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  ateanera  the  Mafl,  alias  Susanna,  and  the  Ivaohoe,  sailed  on  k0t 
Sunday  and  Tueaday^iOBpectively.  The  Alice  u^  the  Virgin  are  about  to  rail 
for  Mobile*    The  laiit  thm  named,  I  andentand,  are  abnoat  entirely  laden  for 
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account  of  the  rebel  goyemment.  Both  the  Ivanhoo  and  Virgin  belong  to 
George  Wig^,  of  Nassau;  and  four  other  steamers, belonging  to  the  same  person, 
are  expected  here  soon,  to  take  to  Mobile  a  large  quantity  (some  $600,000 
worth)  of  war  materials,  and  other  supplies,  for  the  rebel  authorities.  The 
Harriet  Lane,  alias  Lavinia,  it  is  likely  will  go  to  Nassau  to  take  a  reb^l  officer, 
of  whom  I  will  speak  in  a  separate  communication. 

I  have  been  advised  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  uncaptured  steamoifs 
hitherto  running  between  Wilmington  and  Nassau  will  transfer  themselves  to 
this  port  to  run  between  it  and  Mobile,  for  the  reason  that  the  worn-out  raO- 
roads  communicating  with  Wilmington  render  it  extremely  difficult  to  provide 
them  with  the  requisite  supply  of  cotton,  and  that  the  authorities  there  intend 
to  use  the  raihroaos  exclusively  for  military  purposes. 

Henry  Hardy,  who  had  been  the  chief  engineer  of  the  blockade-runner 
Austin,  alias  Donegal,  returned  here  on  the  last  trip  of  the  steamer  Eagle  from 
New  York.  On  the  31st  of  May  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Murray,  United  States  marshal. 
New  York,  per  steamer  Morning  Star,  that  he  was  going  as  a  passenger  on  that 
vessel.  He  did  go  in  her.  His  brother  William  attempted  to  ship  as  chief  en- 
gineer on  the  steamer  Mexico,  which  I  prevented,  for  the  reason  that  he  had 
seen  engineer  on  die  Alice.  He  went  in  that  capacity  on  the  Mail,  a  few  dayti 
ago,  to  Galveston. 

A  very-  considerable  number  of  men  engaged  in  running  the  blockade  are 
Americans,  ^m  the  northern  States,  and  do  nol  seem  to  meet,  when  captured, 
with  the  punishment  which  their  treason  deserves.  The  steamer  Eagle,  on  her 
last  trip  from  New  York,  brought  as  passeugers  a  portion  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  among  them  Smith,  the  master  of  the  steamer  Donegal,  recently  cap- 
tured by  the  gunboat  Metacomet,  and  sent  to  Philadelphia.  Smith  is  an  Amer- 
ican, and  a  northern  man,  though  it  is  possible  that  ne  may  have  represented 
himself  as  being  an  Englishman.  Godfrey,  the  commander  of  the  notorious 
Dembigh,  is  also  a  northern  man,  bom  in  Brunswick,  Maine,  where  he  had  in- 
terests in  several  vessels  at  the  breaking  out  of  war.  He  is  a  very  bitter 
secessionist,  and,  should  he  ever  be  captured,  ought  to  be  held  in  confinement 
till  the  termination  of  the  war. 

•  •  •  •  •  «  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVAGE, 
Vice-ConnU  GtneraL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washmgtan,  July  21,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  11th  instant,  relative  to  two  apprentices  of  the  Guzco,  said  to  be 
on  the  St.  Mary's,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  trans- 
mitted a  copy  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  requested  to 
investigate  the  case,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  proceedings  as  the  re- 
sult may  warrant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  yottr  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^t?.,  4p^.,  hgc. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  Jtdy  21,  1864. 

Sib  :  Her  Majesty's  goyemment  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note 
irhich  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  on  the  6th  April  kst,  respecting 
the  case  of  the  Scylla,  a  vessel  which  was  decoyed  by  the  United  States 
authorities  into  American  waters,  in  order  that  they  might  seize  her  as  a  prizes 
Her  Majesty's  government  have  felt  much  surprise  and  sorrow  that  this 
treacherous  proceeding  should  not  have  been  immediately  repudiated  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  there  should  have  been  any  delay 
whatever  in  the  restoration  of  the  vessel,  and  they  have  directed  me  not  to  con- 
ceal these  feelings  from  you. 

In  your  note  you  mentioned  that  it  was  understood  that  the  Scylla  had  been 
sent  to  New  Orleans,  so  that  the  legality  of  her  voyage  and  her  national  char- 
acter might  be  judicially  ascertained. 

It  appears,  in  fact,  that  the  Scylla  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  20th  April 
last,  but  it  seems  that  upto  the  7th  of  the  present  month  no  judicial  proceed- 
ings had  taken  place.  The  acting  British  consul  applied,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  month  of  May,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  the  senior  naval  officer  at  New 
Orleans,  but  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had  no  intelligence  on  the  subject. 
The  consul  next  addressed  himself  to  the  district  attorney,  who  replied  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  seizure  of  the  Scylla,  and  that  she  had  not  been  libelled. 
The  acting  consul  next  had  recourse  to  the  military  authority,  but  was  equally 
unsuccessM  in  obtaining  any  information.  Finally,  on  the  7th  July,  the 
district  attorney  appears  to  have  stated,  to  a  consul  employed  by  the  acting 
consul,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Scylla  beyond  the  fact  that  she  was  at 
New  Orleans,  and  had  (as  he  understood)  been  sent  there  afl  military  booty; 
and  the  district  attorney  appears  to  have  added  that,  in  the  want  of  a  formal 
report  to  him,  he  could  not  act. 

I  am  informed  that  it  appears  from  the  certificate  of  regbtery  of  the  ScyUa 
that  she  was  built  in  Prince  Edward's  island  in  1862,  and  that  it  appears  from 
an  indorsement  thereon,  dated  13th  September,  1863,  that  her  registered  owner 
was  Edward  Mesnard,  merchant  of  London,  county  of  Middlesex. 

Thus  the  papers  of  the  Scylla  would  seem  to  show  on  the  face  of  them  that 
she  is  8  British  vessel,  owned  by  a  British  merchant ;  and  I  am  bound  to  regard 
her  as  such,  unless  proof  to  the  contrary  is  produced.  I  have  accordingly,  in 
pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  her  Majesty  government,  made  known  to  you 
then:  sentiments  concerning  the  mode  in  which  the  capture  of  this  vessel  was 
effected ;  and  I  have  farther  to  ask  you  to  acquaint  me,  for  the  information  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  with  the  intentions  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient» 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  W1LX.IAM  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  Jtdy  30,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  act- 
ing British  consul  at  New  York,  and  a  copy  of  a  prot<)st,  addressed  to  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  that  port,  by  Messrs.  JJarrell  &  Nash.  7 
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It  appears  from  these  papers  that  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash  are  British  mer- 
chantSy  and  that  they  have  been  refused  the  clearance  of  certain  merchandise 
Bhipped  by  them  to  r^assan,  in  the  Bahama  islands. 

I  beg  70a  to  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  anthoritj  to  this  matter,  in  order 
that  relief  may  be  given  to  these  merchants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons, 

New  York,  July  23,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  been  solicited  to  bring  to  your  lordship's  notice  the  case 
of  certain  merchandise  shipped  by  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash  (British  merchants 
doing  business  here)  upon  British  account,  for  Nassau,  N.  P.,  on  board  the 
British  schooner  Electric,  which  has  been  refused  a  clearance  by  the  customs 
authorities  upon  the  plea  that  certain  goods  shipped  in  May  last,  by  the  same 
firm,  were  subsequently  transshipped  to  Nassau. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  nerewith,  enclosed  lor  your  lordship's  informa- 
tion, a  copy  of  a  protest  which  has  been  served  upon  the  collector  of  customs, 
by  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash,  in  reference  to  the  case. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c, 

P.  EDWARDS. 
Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


PROTEST  OP  darrell  AND  NASH. 

To  the  Collector  0/  the  port  of  New  1  ork : 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  are  commissioned  merchants,  established  and  conduct- 
ing business  at  the  port  of  New  York.  They  have  lately,  at  the  said  port,  pur- 
chased and  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Electric  a  cargo  of  goods  and 
merchandise,  the  same  having  been  purchased  and  shipped  by  order  and  per 
account  of  certain  parties  residing  in  Nassau,  New  Proviclence,  a  British  port. 
Manifests  of  the  said  cargo  have  been  prepared,  and  application  for  the  clearance 
for  the  same  made  at  the  custom-house.  The  customs  officer  having  the  first  charge 
or  direction  of  such  clearances,  has  passed  and  approved  the  said  manifests,  and 
the  articles  comprised  therein,  and  has  marked  the  same  as  proper  to  be  bonded 
upon  export,  according  to  the  customs  regulations  in  such  cases  made  and  pro- 
vided. The  customs  officer  having  the  forther  charge  and  direction  of  such 
clearances,  and  the  taking  and  approving  such  bonds,  has,  upon  application,  re- 
^ed  to  allow  the  said  goods  and  merchandise  to  be  bonded,  and  has  refused  to 
grant  or  complete  the  clearances  of  the  same.  The  undersigned,  at  the  time 
of  applying  to  the  said  last-mentioned  officer  for  the  said  clearances,  presented 
and  offered  good  and  sufficient  bondsmen  ^  execute  the  bonds  required,  and  to 
justify  in  the  manner  usual  in  such  cases.  But  the  said  officer  refused  to  ac- 
cept or  allow  the  execution  and  perfecting  of  such  bonds,  not  from  any  objection 
he  had  to  the  said  bondsmen,  or  their  sufficiency,  but  on  the  CTound  solely  that 
he  declined  to  grant  clearance  for  the  said  goods  and  merchandise.  The  reason 
stated  and  assigned  by  the  said  officer  for  his  refusal  to  grant  clearance  for  the 
same  is  this,  namely,  that  certain  other  goods  and  merchandize  shipped  by  the 
midersigned  in  May,  1964,  on  board  another  vessel,  and  consigned  to  other  par- 
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ties,  than  the  consignees  per  Electric,  and  conveyed  to  another  port  than  Naaaan, 
to  wit,  the  port  of  Turk's  Islands,  another  British  port,  were,  aher  being  landed 
and  delivered  at  the  said  Turk's  Islands,  thence  transported  and  conveyed  to 
the  said  port  of  Nassau. 

The  undersigned,  by  reason  of  the  refusal  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  to 
grant  the  clearance  applied  for  as  aforesaid  of  the  goods  and  merchandise  now 
laden  on  board  the  said  schooner  Electric,  will  be  unable  to  forward  the  same  to 
their  destination,  and  will  be  obliged  to  discharge,  unload,  and  receive  the  same 
fi^)m  the  said  vessel,  thereby  incurring  and  suffering  great  and  serious  loss, 
damage,  and  expense. 

The  undersigned,  upon  the  above  facts,  hereby  protest  against  the  acts  of  the 
customs  officers  at  the  port  of  New  York  in  refusing  to  grant  them  clearance  of, 
and  for  the  goods  and  merchandise  shipped  as  aforesaid  on  board  the  said 
Electric.  Prepared  as  they  are  and  have  been  to  comply  with  all  the  regu- 
lations established  and  published  with  reference  to  such  clearances,  they  claim 
to  be  entitled  to  have  and  receive  the  same,  and  they  protest  against  the  refusal 
of  the  clearance  of  the  said  goods  and  merchandise  upon  the  grounds  stated  and 
sssigned,  or  upon  any  other  grounds.  For  themselves,  as  shippers  and  cob- 
aignors  of  said  goods  and  merchandise,  as  well  as  for  the  consignees  thereof^ 
and  for  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  all  parties  interested  in  the  said  vessel  or 
cargo,  the  undersigned  protest  as  aforesaid ;  and  they  hereby  give  notice  that 
they  will  hold  you  responsible  for  and  endeavor  to  collect  from  you  or  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  officer  thereof,  as  they  shall  be  advised,  the  ex- 
penses, loss  and  damages  which  the  undersigned  or  the  said  consignees  or 
owners,  or  either  of  them,  may  suffer  or  incur  by  reason  of  the  discharging  and 
receiving  the  said  cargo,  or  the  delay  and  failure  in  forwarding  and  receiving 
the  said  goods  and  merchandise,  or  that  may  be  in  other  way  occasioned  by  the 
refusal  to  grant  and  have  the  clearance  or  clearances  as  aforesaid. 

Dated  New  York,  July  23, 1864. 

DARRELL  &  NASH. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setaard. 


Washington,  July  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been 
addressed  to  me  by  Messrs.  McDonald  Brothers  and  Company,  who  state  that 
they  are  British  subjects,  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  in  Canada,  emd  represent  that 
they  have  made  large  purchases  of  cotton  under  the  treasury  regulations,  and 
that  they  apprehend  that  they  shall  be  great  losers  if  the  recent  act  of  Con^'ess 
be  so  construed  as  to  operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  permits  granted  to  them.  They 
pray  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  issue  to  them  such  docu- 
ments as  will  enable  them  to  bring  their  purchases  to  market. 

I  beg  you  to  recommend  the  case  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  proper 
authority,  and  to  inform  me  of  the  view  taken  of  it  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Messrs.  McDonald  Brothers  also  rejpresent  that  their  business  will  render  it 
important  for  them  to  visit  Memphis,  m  Tennessee,  from  time  to  time,  and  that 
they  fear  that  the  recent  order  issued  by  the  military  authority  at  Memphis  will 
interfere  with  their  doing  so.  I  should  be  V^ry  glad  to  be  enabled  by  you  to 
assure  them  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  this  fear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideiation,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LTONa 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^c 
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MeDauald  Brotk§rs  to  Lord  Lffons, 

New  York,  July  28,  1864. 

Hay  IT  PLBASB  YOUR  Lordship:  We,  the  undereigned,  of  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  British  subjects,  take  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  lordship's 
attention  to  the  enclosed  General  Order,  No.  18,  issued  by  Major  General 
C.  C.  Washburn,  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee. 

In  March  last,  and  subsequently,  we  obtained  from  the  United  States  custom- 
house, under  the  Treasury  regulations  respecting  trade  with  the  insurrectionary 
parts  of  the  country,  permits  to  buy  there  and  ship  irom  those  parts  some  4,000 
bales  of  cotton,  ana  in  pursuance  of  said  authority  sold  somewhat  over  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($220,000)  ^old,  and  invested  the  proceeds, 
some  three  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  dollars  ($345,000)  United  States 
currency,  in  part  payment  of  said  cotton,  and  are  liable  for  further  large  sums  to 
be  paid.  These  purchases  were  made  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  but  owing  to  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  navigation  of  that  river 
by  the  forces  of  th<)  insurgents  we  were  afraid  to  attempt  the  removal  of  the  cot- 
ton. While  waiting  for  this  temporary  difficulty  to  pass  away,  we  have  learned 
that  a  new  law  has  been  enacted  by  Congress  tnat  does  away  with  all  previous 
legislation  on  this  point.  This  repeal  of  our  permits  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
cise under  which  we  have  given  to  the  United  States  Treasury  bands  and 
sureties  for  the  sum  of  $120,000,  and  having  invested  so  much  money  as  herein- 
before mentioned  unon  the  faith  of  these  permits,  places  us  in  a  very  embarrass- 
ing position.  Besides,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  we  had  considered  as  certain  and 
reliaole  the  open  declaration  of  his  exceUency  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward, 
that  the  Mississippi  river  from  its  source  to  the  tide-waters  of  the  Atlantic  was  open 
to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  of  course  under  Treasury  regulations.  This  declara- 
tion was  made  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg. 

It  is  very  uppleasant  to  have  to  ask  your  lordship  to  trouble  the  United  States 
authorities  upon  a  private  matter  of  this  kind;  but  we  are  in  a  serious  dilemma. 
The  amount  is  considerable,  and  further  large  obligations  have  been  incurred 
that  have  to  be  met,  and  yet  we  are  now  debarred  from  the  privileges  of  getting 
our  cotton  to  market  under  previous  permits. 

We  cannot  think  that  the  United  States  authorities  contemplated  an  abro- 
gation of  rights  under  documents  thev  had  already  granted,  and  trust  that  upon 
Uie  representation  of  your  lordship  they  will  issue  to  us  such  documents  as  will 
permit  these  purchases  to  be  brought  to  market. 

A  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  otherwise  as  the  case 
may  be,  will  become  entirely  bankrupt  by  this  cancellation  of  permits,  because 
the  United  States  Treasury  Department  being  expected  under  the  new  law  to 
become  the  only  dealer  in  cotton  upon  the  Mississippi  river,  the  insurgents  have, 
as  we  learn  by  recent  intelligence,  recommenced  their  system  of  burning  cotton 
to  prevent  the  United  States  Treasury  agents  from  obtaining  it  by  purchase 
from  the  owners.  This  practice  has  not  as  yet  been  recommenced  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  where  ours  is  situated,  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  at  what  moment  the 
torch  may  be  applied  to  it. 

In  view  of  this  danger,  and  the  fact  that  after  the  swamps  fill  with  water  in  the 
autumn  transportation  will  be  impracticable,  we  ask  your  lordship  to  use  your  - 
influence  for  us  at  the  earliest  moment. 

With  reference  to  the  order  of  General  Washburn,  not  being  residents  of  Mem- 
phis,^ it  might  not  seem  to  touch  our  case;  but  we  fear  that  no  one,  foreigner  or 
otherwise,  will  now  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  city  or  depart  from  it  without 
mustering  into  service. 

The  frequent  necessity  for  travelling  upon  the  river,  in  connexion  with  the 
above  business,  will  comoel  us  often  to  visit  Memphis. 


664  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

ties,  than  tbe  coneignees  per  Electric,  and  conye7ed  to  another  port  than  Naaaau, 
to  wit,  the  port  of  Turk's  Islands,  another  British  port,  were,  after  being  landed 
and  delivered  at  the  said  Turk's  Islands,  thence  transported  and  conveyed  to 
the  said  port  of  Naasau. 

The  undersigned,  by  reason  of  the  refosal  of  liie  officers  of  the  customs  to 
grant  the  clearance  applied  for  as  aforesaid  of  the  goods  and  merchandise  now 
laden  on  board  the  said  schooner  Electric,  will  be  unable  to  forward  the  same  to 
their  destination,  and  will  be  obliged  to  discharge,  unload,  and  receive  the  same 
from  the  said  vessel,  thereby  incurring  and  suffering  great  and  serious  loss, 
damage,  and  expense. 

The  undersigned,  upon  the  above  facts,  hereby  protest  against  the  acts  of  the 
customs  officers  at  the  port  of  New  York  in  refusing  to  grant  them  clearance  of, 
and  for  the  goods  ana  merchandise  shipped  as  aforesaid  on  board  the  said 
Electric.  Prepared  as  they  are  and  have  been  to  comply  with  all  the  rega- 
lations  established  and  published  with  reference  to  such  clearances,  they  cl^'m 
to  be  entitled  to  have  and  receive  the  same,  and  they  protest  against  the  refusal 
of  the  clearance  of  the  said  goods  and  merchandise  upon  the  grounds  stated  and 
sssigned,  or  upon  any  other  grounds.  For  themselves,  as  shippers  and  cob- 
aignors  of  said  goods  and  merchandise,  as  well  as  for  the  consignees  thereof, 
and  for  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  all  parties  interested  in  the  said  vessel  or 
cargo,  the  undersigned  protest  as  aforesaid ;  and  they  hereby  give  notice  that 
they  will  hold  you  responsible  for  and  endeavor  to  collect  from  you  or  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  officer  thereof,  as  they  shall  be  advised,  the  ex- 
penses, loss  and  diuoiages  which  the  undersigned  or  the  said  consignees  or 
owners,  or  either  of  them,  may  suffer  or  incur  by  reason  of  the  discharging  and 
receiving  the  said  cargo,  or  tne  delay  and  fiulure  in  forwarding  and  receiving 
the  said  goods  and  merchandise,  or  that  mav  be  in  other  way  occasioned  by  the 
refusal  to  grant  and  have  the  clearance  or  clearances  as  aforesaid. 

Dated  New  York,  July  23,  1864. 

DARRELL  &  NASH. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setoard. 


Washington,  July  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been 
addressed  to  me  by  Messrs.  McDonald  Brothers  and  Company,  who  state  that 
they  are  British  subjects,  of  the  citv  of  Montreal,  in  Canada,  and  represent  that 
they  have  made  large  purchases  of  cotton  under  the  treasury  regulations,  and 
that  they  apprehend  that  they  shall  be  great  losers  if  the  recent  act  of  Congress 
be  so  construed  as  to  operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  permits  granted  to  them.  They 
pray  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  issue  to  them  such  docu- 
ments as  will  enable  them  to  bring  their  purchases  to  market. 

I  beg  you  to  recommend  the  case  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  proper 
authority,  and  to  inform  me  of  the  view  taken  of  it  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Messrs.  McDonald  Brothers  also  represent  that  their  business  will  render  it 
important  for  them  to  visit  Memphis,  m  Tennessee,  from  time  to  time,  and  that 
they  fear  that  the  recent  order  issued  by  the  military  authority  at  Memphis  will 
intmere  with  their  doing  so.  I  should  be  V^ry  glad  to  be  enabled  by  yon  io 
assure  them  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  this  fear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^c 
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McDonald  BrolhirB  to  Lord  Lffons, 

New  York,  July  28,  1864. 

Hay  it  plbasb  your  Lordship:  We,  the  nndereigned,  of  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  British  subjects,  take  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  lordship's 
attention  to  the  enclosed  General  Order,  No.  18,  issued  by  Major  General 
C.  0.  Washburn,  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee. 

In  March  last,  and  subsequently,  we  obtained  from  the  United  States  custom- 
house, under  the  Treasury  regulations  respecting  trade  with  the  insurrectionary 
parts  of  the  country,  permits  to  buy  there  and  ship  irom  those  parts  some  4»000 
DflJes  of  cotton,  and  in  pursuance  of  said  authority  sold  somewhat  over  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($220,000)  ^old,  and  inyested  the  proceeds, 
some  three  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  dollars  ($345,000)  United  States 
currency,  in  part  payment  of  said  cotton,  and  are  liable  for  further  large  sums  to 
be  paid.  These  purchases  were  made  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  but  owing  to  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  navigation  of  that  river 
by  the  forces  of  th*^.  insurgents  we  were  afraid  to  attempt  the  removal  of  the  cot- 
ton. While  waiting  for  this  temporary  difficulty  to  pass  away,  we  have  learned 
that  a  new  law  has  been  enacted  by  Congress  tnat  does  away  with  all  previous 
legislation  on  this  point.  This  repeal  of  our  permits  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
cise under  which  we  have  given  to  the  United  States  Treasury  bands  and 
sureties  for  the  sum  of  $120,000,  and  having  invested  so  much  money  as  herein- 
before mentioned  unon  the  fruth  of  these  permits,  places  us  in  a  very  embarrass- 
ing position.  Besides,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  we  had  considered  as  certain  and 
reliable  the  open  declaration  of  his  exceUency  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward, 
that  the  Mississippi  river  from  its  source  to  the  tide-waters  of  the  Atlantic  was  open 
to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  of  course  under  Treasury  regulations.  This  declara- 
tion was  made  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg. 

It  is  very  uppleasant  to  have  to  ask  your  lordship  to  trouble  the  United  States 
authorities  upon  a  private  matter  of  this  kind ;  but  we  are  in  a  serious  dilemma. 
The  amount  is  considerable,  and  further  large  obligations  have  been  incurred 
that  have  to  be  met,  and  yet  we  are  now  debarred  from  the  privileges  of  getting 
our  cotton  to  market  under  previous  permits. 

We  cannot  think  that  the  United  States  authorities  contemplated  an  abro- 
gation of  rights  under  documents  thev  had  already  granted,  and  trust  that  upon 
the  representation  of  your  lordship  they  will  issue  to  us  such  documents  as  will 
pemut  these  purchases  to  be  brought  to  market. 

A  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  otherwise  as  the  case 
may  be,  will  become  entirely  bankrupt  by  this  cancellation  of  permits,  because 
the  United  States  Treasury  Department  being  expected  under  the  new  law  to 
become  the  only  dealer  in  cotton  upon  the  Mississippi  river,  the  insurgents  have, 
as  we  learn  by  recent  intelligence,  recommenced  their  system  of  burning  cotton 
to  prevent  the  United  States  Treasury  agents  from  obtaining  it  by  purchase 
from  the  owners.  This  practice  has  not  as  yet  been  recommenced  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  where  ours  is  situated,  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  at  what  moment  the 
torch  may  be  applied  to  it. 

In  view  of  this  danger,  and  the  fistct  that  after  the  swamps  fill  with  water  in  the 
autumn  transportation  will  be  impracticable,  we  ask  your  lordship  to  use  your ' 
mfluence  for  us  at  the  earliest  moment. 

With  reference  to  the  order  of  General  Washburn,  not  being  residents  of  Mem- 
phis,^ it  might  not  seem  to  touch  our  case;  but  we  fear  that  no  one,  foreigner  or 
otherwise,  will  now  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  city  or  depart  from  it  without 
mustering  into  service. 

The  m^uent  necessity  for  travelling  upon  the  river,  in  connexion  with  the 
above  business,  will  comoel  us  often  to  visit  Memphis. 
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If  tbe  Secretary  of  War  should  instruct  General  Washburn  that  that  order 
should  at  most  only  apply  to  such  foreigners  as  are  permanent  residents  of  Mem- 
phis it  would  meet  our  case. 


We  have,  &c.,  &c., 
Lord  Lyons,  Sfc^  ^.,  ifc. 


McDonald  brothers  &  co. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  hyont. 


Department  op  State, 

Wa8hingt(m,  Jtdy  30,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  losses 
entailed  upon  manufacturers  in  Canada  by  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation 
of  anthracite  coal  from  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your 
lordship's  information,  a  copy  of  an  Executive  order  of  this  date,  modifying  the 
previous  one  to  such  an  extent  as  will,  if  the  conditions  thereof  are  fulllled 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  her  Majesty's  province,  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plained of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  30,  1864. 
The  Executive  order  of  the  14th  of  April,  1862,  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  anthracite  coal,  is  hereby  modified  so  far  as  to  permit  such  exportation  to 
Canada  except  by  sea.  This  modification  will  remain  in  force  so  long  only  as 
the  Canadian  government  shall  prevent  the  exportation  or  use  of  the  article  in 
sea-going  vessels. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtont  August  3,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  from  the  War  Depai-tment  an  answer  to  the  letter 
of  this  department,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  your  note  of  the  29th 
of  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  an  oath  exacted  from  foreigners  at  New  Orleans. 
Upon  due  consideration,  the  opinion  of  this  department  is,  that  the  oath  is  a 
measure  of  necessary  precaution  for  the  public  safety  in  a  time  of  civil  war, 
and  in  a  city  which  is  necessarily  garrisoned  as  New  Orleans  is,  and  that  the 
oath  is  warranted  by  public  law.  As  it  will  be  impartially  administered  to  all 
foreigners,  it  is  considered  that  no  government  can  justly  complain  of  its  exac- 
tion from  its  subjects,  to  whom,  if  it  should  be  unacceptable,  due  time  will  be 
allowed  to  depart  beyond  the  lunits  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  LoRO  Lyons,  4^.,  Sfc,y  ifc. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  August  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  considered  the  notes  respecting  the 
restrictions  upon  trade  between  New  York  and  British  colonies  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  17th  March,  18th  April,  4th  June,  8th 
June,  and  11th  June  last. 

Her  Majesty's  government  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  observe,  with  regard 
to  your  note  of  the  18th  March,  that  it  is  manifesUy  no  answer  to  the  objections 
of  a  neutral  and  friendly  power  that  treaty  obligations  have  been  violated  by 
the  state  which  was  the  other  party  to  the  treaty,  to  allege  that  a  municipal 
law  of  that  state  has  rendered  this  violation  necessary.  No  municipal  law  can 
justify  a  departure  from  the  obligations  of  a  treaty  so  far  as  the  other  party  to 
that  treaty  is  concerned. 

Nor  can  it  be  urged,  in  answer  to  the  objections  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  the  exaction  from  British  subjects  of  bonds  on  shipments  of  goods  to  British 
colonies,  that  the  same  bonds  would  be  exacted  from  American  citizens  trading 
to  any  ports  foreign  or  domestic  fi-om  which  supplies  could  be  sent  to  the  enemy 
of  the  United  States.  All  citizens  of  the  United  States  are,  of  course,  by 
virtue  of  their  allegiance,  subject  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  whether  foreign 
or  domestic,  and  in  all  their  dealings  of  whatever  nature,  to  the  legislation  of 
their  own  country.  But  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  trading  with  me  United 
States  owe  no  obedience  to  the  legislation  of  the  United  States,  except  while 
they  happen  to  be  within  the  limits  of  United  States  territory.  The  attempt 
by  legislation  in  the  United  States  to  make  the  freedom  of  trade  between  British 
subjects  and  the  United  States  dependent  upon  conditions  applicable  not  to 
their  dealings  or  conduct  while  wiUiin  United  States  territory,  but  to  their 
dealings  and  conduct  in  their  own  country,  or  in  other  countries  and  places  to 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  does  not  extend,  is,  as  her  Majes- 
ty's government  have  constantly  affirmed,  a  departure  from  treaty  engagements 
and  an  encroachment  upon  the  rightful  sovereignty  of  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  extension  of  this  novel  system  of  restrictive  bonds  to  Jamaica  is  regarded 
by  her  Majesty's  government  as  a  consequence  of  the  unjust  and  untenable 
principle  upon  which  the  system  is  founded,  and  as  constituting  an  additional 
practical  grievance. 

The  letter  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York,  of  which  a  copy  was 
communicated  to  me  with  your  note  of  the  11th  of  June,  and  of  which  the 
United  States  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  expressed  his  approval,  seems  to  her 
Majesty's  govemment  to  place  beyond  all  doubt  the  justice  of  the  opinion  which 
they  have  before  expressed,  that  this  system  of  exacting  bonds  is  resorted  to  as 
a  means  of  giving  efficacy  to  a  blockade  which  is  of  itself  inadequate. 

The  reason  expressly  assigned  by  the  collector  for  this  exaction  is  that  what 
he  calls  "an  illegal  traffic"  in  articles  of  food,  &c.,  is  carried  on  between  the 
principal  ports  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  the  West  Indies,  and  ports 
and  places  under  the  control  of  persons  in  rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  "  it  is  believed  that  such  illegal  trade  itould  be  carried 
on  to  a  large  amount "  if  these  bonds  were  not  exacted.  ^ 

Her  Majestv's  government  have  instructed  me  to  remark  to  you,  that  if  the 
blockade  of  the  southern  coasts  cannot  be  rendered  efficient  by  the  naval  power 
of  the  United  States  without  recourse  to  these  irregular  and  unprecedented 
methods  of  harassing  and  intercepting  within  the  United  States  the  ordinary 
trade  of  neutral  powers,  those  powers  might  weU  be  justified  on  their  part  in 
treating  this  as  a  virtual  admission  that  the  blockade  is  not  adequatdy  or  legally 


668  DIPLOMATIC  CXHtBES^ONDENCB. 

mmintained,  and  in  declining  under  snch  circnmstances  any  longer  to  lecognize 
its  legality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  August  4,  1864. 

SiB :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  been  drawn  to  the  motion 
which  was  made  in  Congress  daring  ^e  recent  session,  with  a  view  to  patting 
an  end  to  the  arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and  liie  United  States  limiting 
die  naval  force  to  1^  maintained  upon  the  American  lakes. 

This  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily  for  nearly  half  a  century.  It 
has  preserved  both  nations  from  a  vast  amount  of  inconvenience  and  expense, 
and,  which  is  of  infinitely  more  importance,  it  has  warded  off  occasions  of  dis- 
agreement and  quarrel.  Her  Majesty's  govemlnent  would  view  the  abrogation 
of  it  with  great  regret  and  no  litUe  idarm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^ 


LYONS. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  duly  received  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  oh 
the  8th  of  last  month,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Labuan,  and  I  did  not  &il  to 
forward  a  copy  of  it  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

In  a  despatch  written  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  and  therefore,  of  course, 
some  time  before  the  copy  of  your  note  could  have  reached  London,  her  Majes- 
ty's principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  has  directed  me  to  remind  yon 
of  the  assurance  you  authorized  me  some  months  ago  to  convey  to  him,  that  yoa 
bore  the  case  of  the  Labuan  constantly  in  mind,  with  the  desire  and  intention 
of  bringing  it  to  a  satisfeu^tory  conclusion  before  the  close  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  and  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  has  instructed  me  to  inquire, 
under  special  orders  from  her  Majesty's  government,  what  progress  has  ocen 
made  towards  a  settlement  of  it 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  any  further  information  which  you  may  enable  me 
to  transmit  to  her  Majesty's  government  in  answer  to  this  inquiry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  5, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  11th  of  last  month,  relative  to  the 
appeal  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Pearl,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship* 
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in  reply,  that  the  Attorney  General  will  examine  the  facts,  with  a  view  to  enable 
me  to  dedde  upon  the  propriety  of  dismiflsing  the  appeal,  aa  soon  aa  he  shall 
have  received  the  proper  record. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^t?.,  ^t?.,  ^t?. 


Jttr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  5,  1864. 
My  Lord  : 

•  •  •  •  •  ••  •  • 

It  further  appears  that  hereafter,  when  application  shall  be  made  for  the  dis- 
charge of  an  alleged  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  the  man  whose  discharge  is  ap- 
plied for  will  be  retained  at  the  draft  rendezvous,  or,  if  in  active  service,  sent  to 
said  rendezvous  until  an  investigation  can  be  made  in  his  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  nigh  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State. 

Washingtont  August  5,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  refusal  of  a  clearance  to  Messrs.  Darrell 
6c  Nash  on  merchandise  shipped  by  them  to  Nassau,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform 
your  lordship  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  thereof  tothe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  has  been  requested  to  investigate  the  case,  with  a  view  to  the 
adoption  of  such  proceedings  as  the  result  may  warrant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc„  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  6, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  1 1th  ultimo,  respecting 
two  boys  who,  having  deserted  from  the  British  bark  Cuzco,  at  Valparaiso,  were  al- 
leged to  have  been  taken  on  board  the  United  States  ship  St.  Maiy's,  I  have  the 
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honor  to  acquaint  your  lordship  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  the 
matter  was  referred,  informed  this  department,  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  that 
Rear- Admiral  Charles  H.  Bell  had  been  instructed  to  cause  an  investigation  to 
be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  S(c.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  WdUt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt, 

Wdskingtan,  July  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2l8t 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  on  the  1 1th  instant,  by  Lord 
Lvons,  in  reference  to  two  apprentice  boys  belonging  to  the  British  ship  Guzco, 
who,  it  is  said,  deserted  from  that  vessel  at  Valparaiso,  and  were  received  on  board 
the  United  States  ship  St.  Mary's.  Acting  Kear- Admiral  Charles  H.  BeU  has 
been  directed  to  investigate  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfr,,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward* 


Washington,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which 
I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  acting  consul  at  New  York  respecting  per- 
mission to  visit  British  subjects  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  beg  you  to  recommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  proper  author- 
ities, and  I  would  suggest  that,  if  there  be  no  objection  to  that  course,  such 
instructions  should  be  given  as  would  enable  the  consul  or  acting  consul  at  New 
York,  or  a  person  in  the  employment  of  the  consulate  deputed  by  them,  to  visit 
British  subjects  at  Fort  Lafayette,  without  the  necessity  for  applying  for  a 
special  permission  each  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  8fc„  8fc. 


Mr,  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons, 

British  Consulate, 

New  York,  August  3,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Having  applied  to  General  Dix  for  permission  to  visit  British 
subjects  at  Fort  Laikyette,  I  have  been  informed  by  him  that  he  haa  at  pres- 
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ent  no  power  to  grant  such  permission,  which  can  only  be  obtained  from  the 
commissary  genend  of  prisoners  at  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  yonr  lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  apply  to 
the  proper  quarter  for  the  required  permission,  and,  should  your  lordship  see  no 
objection  thereto,  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  leave  be  granted  me  to  visit 
the  fort  without  restriction  as  to  time,  or,  in  the  event  of  being  unable  to  go 
myself,  to  send  a  clerk  in  my  stead,  as  with  the  present  business  of  the  con- 
sulate it  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  definitely  fix  the  day  upon  which  I  shall 
be  able  to  avail  myself  of  such  permission. 

P.  EDWARDS,  Acting  Consul. 
Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note,  dated  the  3d 
instant,  in  which,  with  reference  to  the  oath  exacted  by  the  military  authorities 
at  New  Orleans,  you  state  that  as  this  oath  will  be  impartially  administered  to 
all  foreigners,  it  is  considered  that  no  government  can  justly  complain  of  its 
exactions  from  its  subjects,  to  whom,  if  it  should  be  unacceptable,  due  time  will 
be  allowed  to  depart  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

If  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  letter  addressed  to  Major  General 
Banks,  by  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  30th  of  May  last, 
of  which  I  transmitted  a  copy  to  you,  and  on  which  my  representation  respect- 
ing the  oath  was  based,  you  will  find  that  one  of  the  principal  objections  stated 
is  that  the  oath  is  exacted  from  foreigners  as  a  condition  of  their  being  allowed 
to  leave  the  country ;  in  fact,  that  foreigners,  including  even  seamen  arriving 
and  departing  in  the  same  vessel,  are  obliged,  in  order  to  obtain  permission  to 
quit  New  Orleans,  to  take  an  oath  imposing  upon  them  obligations  following 
them  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

I  transcribe  the  following  passages  from  the  letter  to  which  T  have  referred : 

"After  a  British  vessel  has  been  cleared  for  sea,  it  is  required  that  the  crew, 
whether  the  same  that  arrived  with  the  vessel  or  those  shipped  here,  shall  sub- 
scribe the  neutral  oath  (that  is,  if  they  are  alieps)  before  the  vessel  is  allowed  to 
depart  this  port.  British  subjects,  properly  registered  as  such,  are  also  required 
to  subscribe  the  oath  when  obtaining  a  pass  to  leave  this  department  for  the  north 
or  for  a  foreign  country." 

I  presume  that,  in  conformity  with  the  assurance  given  in  your  note  that  to 
foreigners  to  whom  the  oath  is  unacceptable  due  time  will  be  allowed  to  depart 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  orders  have  been  sent  or  will  be  sent 
immediately  to  the  military  authorities  at  New  Orleans  no  longer  to  exact  the 
oath  from  foreigners  before  allowing  them  to  leave  the  country. 

Still  it  seems  to  me  that  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  it  is  proper  to  exact 
from  foreigners,  under  any  circumstances,  an  oath  so  large  in  its  scope  and  un- 
limited as  to  time  and  place  as  this,  which  requires  them  to  swear  that  so  long 
as  their  government  remains  at  peace  with  the  United  States  they  will  do  no 
act,  nor  aid,  advise,  or  consent  that  any  be  done,  nor  conceal  any  act  done  or 
to  be  done  that  shall  aid,  assist,  or  comfort  any  of  the  enemies  or  opposers  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  authority  or  government  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  Uie  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4^.,  l^. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extracts.] 

Washington,  August  8,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  dth 

instant. 

•  ••••• 

I  take  note  with  satisfaction  of  the  assurance  given  bj  you,  sir,  and  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  hereafter,  when  application  shall  be  made  for  the  dis- 
charge of  an  alleged  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  the  man  whose  discharge  is 
applied  for  will  be  retained  at  the  drafc  rendezvous,  or,  if  in  active  service,  soit 
to  said  rendezvous  until  an  investigation  can  be  made  in  his  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washifigton,  August  8,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  30th  ultimo,  respecting  the  application  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  McDonald 
Brothers  and  Company,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  who,  having  made  large  purchases 
o  cotton  under  the  Treasury  regulations,  are  desirous  that  this  government  wHl 
issue  such  documents  as  will  enable  them  to  prosecute  theu:  business,  and  who, 
also  having  frequent  occasion  to  visit  Memphis  in  connexion  with  this  business, 
fear  that  under  the  recent  order  relative  to  foreigners  which  was  issued  by  the 
general  commanding  the  district  in  which  Memphis  is  situated  they  will  not  be 

Eermitted  to  do  so.    In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I 
avo  referred  the  matter  to  the  proper  departments,  whose  decisions,  when  re- 
ceived, will  at  once  be  communicated  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  h^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  8,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which 
your  lordship  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  instant,  concerning  certain  restric- 
tions upon  trade  between  the  port  of  New  York  and  British  colonies. 

I  learn  from  that  note,  with  proforfnd  regret,  that  her  Majesty's  government 
do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  accede  to  the  views  which  have  been  here- 
tofore expressed  by  this  department  concerning  these  restrictions.  I  have, 
therefore,  given  a  very  candid  consideration  to  the  arguments  which  your  lord- 
ship has  now  submitted  in  support  of  the  position  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment maintains  on  the  subject  in  question. 

Having  heretofore  folly  submitted  the  views  of  this  government,  I  have  not 
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now  any  new  or  original  arguments  to  offer  upon  the  subject.  I  confess,  bow- 
ever,  that  I  am  equally  unable  to  perceive  that  the  position  of  ber  Majesty's 
government  is  materially  fortified  by  tbe  considerations  which  your  lordship 
has  now  submitted. 

I  have  been  very  unfortunate  if  I  have  not  heretofore  succeeded  in  making 
it  understood  that  it  is  claimed  by  this  government  that  when  a  nation  ie  actually 
at  war  it  has  the  right  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  materials  of  war,  the  ex- 
portation of  which  woul4  endanger  the  public  safety.  I  have  heretofore  ob- 
served that  this  abstract  right  of  prevention  is  affirmed  by  all  authorities  on  in- 
ternational law,  and  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  all  nations,  including  Oreat 
Britain.  Our  usual  form  of  the  exercise  of  this  right  is  that  of  prohibition 
against  exports.  Her  Majesty's  government  have,  during  the  present  civil 
war  in  the  United  States,  enforced  the  right  in  question  by  prohibition,  not  on 
the  ground  that  Great  Britain  was  actually  engi^ed  in  war,  but  on  the  ground 
that  she  apprehended  the  breaking  out  of  war.  The  greater  includes  the  less — 
restriction  may,  therefore,  be  adopted  in  lieu  of  prohibition.  And  in  the  pre  - 
ent  case,  the  United  States  have  adopted  the  form  of  restriction  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  material  that  would  be  used  by  their  enemies.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  remedy  is  less  effective  than  is  desirable.  But  this  is  a  misfor- 
tune to  the  United  States,  and  is  not  a  wrong  of  which  neutrals  can  complain. 
All  that  they  can  require  is  that  the  remedy  be  adopted  in  good  faith,  and  be 
made  to  bear  impartially  upon  all  neutrals  alike. 

Nor  am  I  able  to  concede  that  our  blockade  of  the  insui^ent  ports  is  to  be 
deemed  ineffectual,  because,  while  maintaining  the  blockade,  we  find  it  expe- 
dient also  to  employ  the  remedy  of  commercial  restriction  upon  exports.  Block- 
ade is  one  of  many  belligerent  operations,  all  of  which  may  be  lawfully  prac- 
ticed at  the  same  time. 

Whether  the  blockade  is  effectual  or  not  is  a  question  which  can  be  decided 
most  satisfactorily  by  an  examination  of  its  results.  The  principal  trade  of  the 
insurgents  is  in  cotton.  The  blockade  has  raised  the  value  of  cotton  imported  into 
England  seven-fold,  although  new  fields  of  supply  have  been  openea  in  all  the 
tropical  climates.  The  United  States  blockade  is  probably  the  first  one  which 
has  been  attempted  in  any  considerable  scale  since  steam  became  the  chief  agent 
of  maritime  commerce.  It  has  been  so  effectual  as  to  disappoint  universal  pre- 
dictions of  its  failure.  I  think  I  hazard  little  in  expressing  the  belief  that  no 
maritime  power  can  ever  hereafter  maintain  so  effectual  a  blockade  as  ours 
against  steam  mercantile  navigation.  I  think,  therefore,  with  great  defer- 
ence, that  either  our  blockade  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  sufficient,  or  it 
must  be  held  that  no  lawful  blockade  can  be  maintained  against  contraband 
traders  who  enjoy  the  advantage  of  steam  navigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  SfC,  SfC. 


Mr.  Seward  to  iMord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Scylla.    The  inquiries  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  that  case  are  understood  to  have  been  made  exclusively 
upon  the  complaint  of  C.  W.  Adams,  the  party  who  was  in  possession  of  and 
43  c* 
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waB  using  the  Scylla  when  she  was  captured.  Her  Majesty's  gbyemment  is 
understooid  to  have  assumed  that  Adams  was  a  neutral  subject,  and  the  Scylla  a 
British  vessel  on  neutral  account.  After  the  representation  was  made  by  yonr 
lordship,  Adams  himself  appeared  here  petitioning  this  government  to  concede 
for  his  own  benefit  the  claim  which  he  had  so  induced  her  Majesty's  government 
to  make  in  his  behalf.  He  brought  all  the  political  and  personal  American  in- 
fluence be  could  command  to  bear  in  his  favor,  as  the  real  and  only  party  inte* 
rested  in  the  claim.  He  admits  that  he  is  no  British  subject,  and  he  is  proved 
to  be  a  disloyal  American  citizen,  who,  to  attain  firaudnlently  the  advantage  of  a 
neutral  character,  hadpretended  to  cast  off  his  allegiance  and  become  a  citizen 
of  one  of  the  Hanse  Towns.  In  this  false  character  he  was  trading  with  the 
insurgents,  of  whom  he  was  actually  one.  The  ground  upon  which  the  British 
government  is  expected  to  patronize  the  claim  is,  that  Adams  represents  to  your 
lordship  and  to  me  that  he  had,  long  before  the  transaction,  chartered  the  vessel 
of  a  British  owner,  named  Edward  Mesnard,  and  that  the  register  of  the  ves- 
sel bears  the  name  of  that  owner,  who  is  said  to  be  a  British  subject.  No  proof  of 
such  character  or  such  register  has  been  produced,  and  if  they  exist,  they  are  be- 
lieved by  this  government  to  be  mainly  fraudulent.  It  is  certain  that  neither 
that  alleged  owner  or  charterer,  or  any  other  British  subject,  appeared  before 
either  your  government  or  mine  to  raise  any  claim  of  any  nature  whateva  to 
the  vessel  or  her  cargo,  or  to  make  any  complaint  concerning  her  capture,  or 
any  other  proceedinff  of  this  government  in  regard  to  her.  As  the  case  now 
stands,  it  fiimishes  the  anomaly  of  this  government  being  asked  by  her  Majesty's 
government  for  explanations  of  its  dealings  with  the  person  and  property  of  one 
of  its  own  citizens  in  regard  to  transactions  in  which  neither  the  British  govern- 
ment nor  any  British  subject  has  any  interest ;  while  this  disloyal  American 
citizen  appears  in  person  at  this  department,  and  urges  that  the  suit  of  her 
Majesty's  government  be  granted  for  nis  own  exclusive  benefit  and  advantage. 
When  I  add  that  the  Scylla  was  seized  upon  the  ground  that  she  was  enga^ 
by  the  American  owner  in  aiding  insurgents  against  the  government,  I  have 
completed  what  seems  to  me  a  full  description  of  this  extraordinary  claim.  I 
hardly  need  say  that  t  am  open  to  conviction  if  I  have  misunderstood  the  factA 
in  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyoru, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  9,  1864. 
Mv  Lord:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  Sth 
instant,  from  the  War  Department,  in  regard  to  reported  hostile  projects  of  in- 
surgent citizens  of  the  United  States  lurking  in  Canada. 

I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  communicate  this  information  to  his  excellency 
the  governor  general  of  Canada,  with  a  view  of  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and 
to  the  adoption  of  precautionary  measures,  if  such  may  seem  to  be  called  for. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration^  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc ,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Qtn,  TowHStnd  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

WashiTigtan,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  instmeted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 
closed copies  of  two  letters  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H.  Hill,  United  States 
army,  in  relation  to  certain  rumors  of  rebel  plots  against  the  United  States 
said  to  be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lieut,  Col,  Hill  to  Mr,  Potter. 

Headquarters  District  op  Michigan, 

Detroit,  July  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  on  two  occasions  been  approached 
by  persons  living  in  Canada  with  propositions  to  divulge  something  of  great 
importance  to  the  government  for  the  sum  of  $5,000.  They  promised  to  put 
me  in  possession  of  papers,  &c.  I  replied,  on  both  occasions,  that  the  informa- 
tion they  desired  to  communicate  might  already  be  in  the  possession  of  the  gov- 
ernment ;  that  I  could  make  no  stipulation  to  pay  such  a  sum,  but  if  they  were 
really  in  possession  of  information  valuable,  they  could  communicate  it  and  rely 
upon  the  government  to  pay  what  it  was  worth.  This  was  declined  in  both  cases 
The  person  who  made  the  last  proposition  I  am  still  in  communication  with 
He  represents  that  he  is  an  English  subject,  in^a  bankine-house  in  Windsor, 
that  he  has  joined  the  scheme  or  plot,  and  can  give  me  roll  information;  but 
that  he  will  only  do  so  on  condition  of  being  paid  the  sum  above  mentioned,  as 
he  would  have  to  leave  Canada,  considering  his  life  in  danger  if  he  remained 
there. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  this  matter,  as  the  major  general 
commanding  or  the  government  may  be  in  possession  of  information  which  may 
give  some  clue  as  to  whether  or  not  the  disclosure  proposed  to  be  made  is  of 
any  real  importance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  United  States  Army, 

Commanding  District  of  Michigan. 
Captain  Carroll  H.  Potter, 

AssH  Adft  Gen,,  Headquarters  Northern  Department. 

Adjutant  General's  Oppicb, 

Washington,  August  8,  1864. 

Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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LiaU.  Col.  Hill  to  Mr.  Potter. 

Military  Commander's  Office, 
,  Detroit,  Michigan,  July  30,  1864. 

Captain  :  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday's  date,  information  has  been 
communicated  to  me  that  points  to  an  attempt  by  rebel  refugees  in  Canada  at 
the  destruction  of  our  cities  on  the  lake. 

This  coincides  more  with  the  impression  I  formed  in  the  interviews  referred  to 
with  the  persons  who  were  desirous  of  selling  information.  There  is  now  fre- 
quent communication  between  the  re^gees  in  Windsor  and  Messrs.  Sanders  & 
Co.,  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  a  telegraphic  despatch  was  yesterday  received,  at 
Windsor,  from  Sanders,  summoning  three  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  refugees 
to  Niagara. 

There  are  floating  rumors  that  they  are  in  possession  of  some  machines  to  be 
mounted  on  vessels,  &c. 

I  communicate  this  because  you  may  be  in  possession  of  information  to  which 
this  may  offer  some  clue. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  5tk  United  States  Artillery, 

Military  Commander  District  of  Michigan. 
Captain  C.  H.  Potter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  8,  1864. 
Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  day's 
date,  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  infor- 
mation which  has  reached  this  government  concerning  projects  of  enemies  of 
the  United  States  now  in  Canadian  territory.  I  have,  without  loss  of  time, 
transmitted  copies  of  your  note  and  its  enclosures  to  the  governor  genend. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ic.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  August  11,  1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  18th  and  20th  of  last  month,  and 
to  my  notes  of  the  19th  and  20th  of  the  same  month,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  despatches  from  the  administrator  of  the  govem- 
ment  of  New  Brunswick  with*  regard  to  the  rumors  that  a  force  was  being 
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organized  in  that  province  hj  enemies  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose 
of  committing  depredations  on  the  Maine  frontier. 

You  will  perceive  that  there  appears  to  have  been  little  foundation  for  this 
rumor,  and  that  the  administrator  suggests  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
in  New  Brunswick  might  be  instructed  in  future  to  give  the  provincial  authorities 
any  information  of  which  he  ihay  become  possessed  which  may  lead  him  to 
apprehend  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  to  violate 
the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^r.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Mr,  Cole  to  Lord  Ifyons. 

Fredbricton,  N.  B.,  August  1,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  The  despatch  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  your  lord- 
ship on  the  20th  of  July  will  have,  in  some  measure,  anticipated  the  inquiries 
contained  in  your  lordship's  despatch  of  the  19th  July  whicb»  I  may  mention, 
was  not  received  by  me  till  the  28th  ultimo. 

I  beg  now  to  state  that,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  projected 
robbery  of  the  Calais  Bank  must  have  given  rise  to  the  reports  made  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  St.  John  to  his  government.  Mr.  Howard  has  not, 
up  to  this  time,  made  any  communication  whatever  to  the  government  of  New 
Bnmswick  respecting  the  evidence  or  information  on  which  he  based  the  very 
serious  report,  the  substance  of  which  is  quoted  in  Mr.  Secretary  Seward's  letter 
to  your  lordship. 

I  have  received  from  the  chief  of  police  at  St.  John  some  account  of  the 
prisoners  who  were  arrested  during  the  attempted  robbery  of  the  Calais  Bank, 
and  of  their  movements  during  their  stay  in  the  province.  I  send  your  lord- 
ship some  extracts  from  this  document,  in  order  that  it  may  be  in  your  lordship's 
power,  should  you  think  fit  to  do  so,  to  assure  Mr.  Seward  that  die  movements 
of.  persons  of  that  description  do  not  escape  the  surveillance  of  the  local 
authorities. 

As  your  lordship  is  under  the  impression  that  the  United  States  consul  would 
have  communicated  with  this  government  on  the  matter  in  question,  I  trust 
your  lordship  will  take  an  opportunity  of  assuring  Mr.  Seward  that  should  in- 
structions be  given  to  that  officer  to  communicate  to  the  local  authorities  any 
information  of  which  he  may  become  possessed,  similar  to  that  which  he  re- 
ported to  Mr.  Seward,  the  government  of  this  province  will  cheerfully  adopt 
all  the  measures  in  its  power  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  acts  which  may  have 
any  tendency  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  or  to  inter- 
fere with  the  cordial  good  feeling  now  happily  existing  between  those  living  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  two  countries. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

J.  COLE. 

Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr,  Cole  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Fredbricton,  July  20, 1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  lordship's  telegram,  under  date  of  the 
19th  instant,  and  my  reply,  sent  off  the  same  evening,  I  have  the  honor  to 
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mentioii,  that,  as  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  ascertain,  the  intended  robbery  of 
the  Oalais  Bank  by  Major  Hollins,  alias  Collins,  and  two  other  p^rBons,  who 
were  arrested  in  the  attempt,  (owing  to  the  bank  people  being  pnt  on  the  alert 
by  communication  from  St.  John,)  constitutes  the  main  foundi^on  for  reports  of 
prdected  depredations. 

Should  the  United  States  government  be  in  possession  of  any  infbnnatioB 
leading  to  inference  that  any  more  wide-spread  plan  be  on  foot,  this  ^yemmeiit 
will  cheerfully  lend  itself  to  such  preventiye  measures  as  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable. 

I  would  further  submit  for  your  lordship's  consideration  whether  it  miglit 
not  be  of  advantage  that  the  government  at  Washington  instruct  their  repre- 
sentative in  this  province  that,  in  case  of  urgency,  he  might  apprise  this  govern- 
ment of  the  reasons  for  any  apprehension  he  may  be  led  to  entertain. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

J.  COLE. 

Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyom  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  August  11, 1864. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  to  your  answer  of 
the  8th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  just  received  from  Mr.  A.  B.  McDonald,  who  earnestly  requests  that 
passes  may  be  granted  without  delay  to  himself  and  his  brother  to  enable  than 
to  travel  in  the  West  Tennessee  department  to  endeavor  to  save  firom  de8tnl^ 
tion  the  large  quantity  of  cotton  belonging  to  them. 

It  appears  tnat  a  considerable  portion  of  cotton  which  they  had  purchased 
has  been  burned  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  represented  that 
it  is  very  urgent  that  thev  should  be  enabled  to  go  as  soon  as  possible  to  take 
measures  for  preserving  the  remainder. 

Such  being  the  case,  I  venture  to  ask  that  their  request  for  passes  may  be 
taken  into  immediate  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  • 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr*  MacDofuUd  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Washington,  August  10,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  am  thankful  for  your  lordship's  kind  consideration  and  prompt 
answer  to  the  letter  of  our  firm  of  the  28th  idtimo. 

Since  that  date  we  have  received  intelligence  from  the  Mississippi  river  that 
cotton  of  ours,  to  the  probable  value  of  $50,000,  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
scouts  of  the  enemy. 

By  the  military  regulations  of  the  West  Tennessee  department  aliens  are 
forbidden  to  take  up  residence  within  that  department  unless  they  muster  into 
service.  How  far  that  forbids  passage  through  that  department  for  transitory 
purposes  by  persons  who  have  no  intention  of  cu^quiring  a  domicile  there  I  h^ve 
no  means  of  judging,  but  while  a  doubt  exists  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  military 
on  this  point,  it  would  not  be  respectful  to  those  authorities  to  hazard  a  pasMge 
through  their  lines  without  express  permission.    We  are,  therefore,  debarred 
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from  access  to  those  places  where  our  property  is  situated,  and  disenabled  from 
taking  such  measures  as  we  might  find  upon  the  spot  to  be  available  for  its 
safety. 

Although  aware  that  private  interests  are  necessarily  subordinate  to  the 
public  service,  especially  where  the  latter  is  of  the  vast  consequence  of  the 
present  public  issues,  nevertheless  I  feel  urged  by  the  embarrassing  position  in 
relation  to  this  matter  in  which  we  find  ourselves  to  respectMly  ask  your 
lordship's  kind  assistance  to  procure  for  my  brother  and  myself  permission  for 
transit  through  the  West  Tennessee  department,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  give 
some  personal  attention  to  the  saving,  if  possible,  of  the  rest  of  our  property 
in  that  neighborhood ;  and  as  even  a  few  days  may  be  of  very  great  importance 
to  us,  perhaps  the  authorities  would  be  kind  enough  to  give  us  every  possible 
despatch. 

As  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  reasonableness  of  our  request,  it  may  be 
stated  that  a  regular  mail  and  passenger  line  of  steamers  passes  from  New 
Orleans  to  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  occ,  and  that,  as  passengers  travel  from  these 
extreme  points  through  the  West  Tennessee  department,  it  is  a  small  latitude 
to  permit  them  to  call  at  intermediate  points  for  transient  purposes.  The  reason 
why  aliens,  who  are  non-combatants,  are  excluded  is,  that,  while  their  residence 
enlarges  the  duties  of  the  military,  the  non-combatant  resident  contributes 
nothing  to  the  defence  of  his  home;  but  as  the  transitory  passenger  does  not 
throw  additional  burdens  upon  the  military,  I  trust  that  the  government  will 
not  exclude  him  from  as  much  hospitality  as  it  finds  to  be  compatible  with  public 
measures. 

Hoping  that  the  urgency  of  our  position,  which  has  induced  this  visit  to  this 
city,  will  excuse  us  for  the  trouble  we  are  giving  your  lordship, 
I  am,  &c., 

A.  E.  MAODONALD. 

Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpahtmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  August  11,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  11th  of  May  last,  relative  to 
the  capture  at  Brockhaven,  Mississippi,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1863,  of  an  insur- 
gent maO,  containing  despatches  for  your  lordship  which,  it  is  alleged,  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  United  States  troops,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  in- 
formation, a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo  upon  the  subject  firom 
Major  General  Uanby. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Otn,  CoMby  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Jtdy  30,  1864. 

,SiR:  Referring  to  my  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo,  enclosing  copy  of 
Qeneral  Orders,  No.  10,  from  these  headquarters,  relating  to  captured  diplo- 
matic correspondence,  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed 
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copies  of  statements  relating  to  the  matter  of  complaint  of  the  British  mimBter, 
alleging  destruction  of  correspondence  captured  at  Brockhaven,  MissiBsippi,  in 
July  of  last  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  8.  OANBY, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonf  D.  C, 


Capt,  Bosttoick  to  Capt.  Rodgers. 

Offick  Assistant  Enspbctor  General, 

District  of  Vicksburg,  July  9,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  enclosed  communication  from 
Secretary  Seward  and  Lord  Lyons,  and  submit  the  following  report  of  my  in- 
vestigation : 

There  have  never  been  any  troops  from  this  district  sent  to  Brockhaven  since 
the  occupation  of  this  portion  of  Mississippi  by  our  forces. 

In  April,  1863,  General  Grierson  made  a  raid  from  La  Grange,  Tennessee, 
to  Baton  Rouge,  Loui»iana,  passing  through  Brockhaven,  on  or  about  the  2Sih 
of  April.  His  command  consisted  of  the  6th  and  7th  Illinois  cavalry  and  a 
detachment  of  the  9th  Illinois  cavalry. 

Some  time  in  July,  1863,  an  expedition  was  sent  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
Brockhaven,  but  what  troops  composed  the  command  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain. 

The  2d  and  3d  Illinois  cavalry  were  stationed  at  Baton  Rouge  at  that  timet 
and  in  the  2d  Illinois  cavalry  there  was  a  Lieutenant  Oolonel  FuUerton.  I  think 
it  is  quite  probable  that  he  commanded  the  expedition,  and  is  the  officer  re- 
ferred to  in  Lord  Lyons's  communication. 

By  applying  to  him  the  matter  can,  no  doubt,  be  satisfactorily  explained. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BOSTWICK, 
Capt,  and  Act*g  Ass't  Jmpector  Gen.,  Dutrict  of  Vicksbwrg, 

Lieutenant  Oolonel  H.  G.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Military  Dis't  West  Mississippi, 

July  29,  1864. 
A  true  copy : 

B.F.MOREY, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


Col.  Bush  to  Mr,  Christensen, 

Headuuarters  2d  Illinois  Gavalry, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  July  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  regard  to  the  despatches  to  Lord  Lyons 
said  to  have  been  destroyed  at  Brockhaven  in  July,  1863,  that  Captain  Best- 
wick,  assistant  inspector  general,  district  of  Vicksburg,  mi^es  sevend  errors  in 
regard  to  the  2d  Illinois  cavalry :  First,  the  regiment  was  never  at  Baton 
Roage  until  April,  1864 ;  hence  it  did  not  go  on  a  raid  from  this  place  in  1863. 
Second,  the  regiment  never  had  a  lieutenant  colonel  by  the  name  of  FuUerton, 
but  did  have  a  major  by  that  name,  who  resigned  in  November  last,  and  now 
lives  in  Havana,  Mason  county,  Illinois.    Major  Fullerton  conmianded  an  ex- 
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pedition  to  Brockhaven  in  Jaly,  1863 ;  a  mail  was  captured  at  the  latter  place. 
All  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  in  regard  to  it  is  contained  in 
the  accompanying  report  of  Lieutenant  B.  T.  Garrett,  company  K,  2d  Illinois 
cavalry. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BUSH,  Jr., 
Colonel  2d  Illinois  Cavalry. 
0.  T.  Ohristbnsen, 

.    Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquartbrs  Military  Dis't  Wrst  Mississpipi, 

July  29,  1864. 

A  true  copy : 

B.F.MOREY, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Lieutenant  CoUmd  Garrett  to  Mr.  Busk. 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisana,  July  26,  1864. 
Sir:  By  your  orders  I  make  the  following  report :  That  on  or  about  July  13» 
1863,  the  cavalry  brigade  under  command  of  Major  Hugh  Fullerton,  2d  IlUnois 
cavalry,  entered  Brockhaven,  Mississippi,  took  possession  of  the  place,  and,  among 
other  things,  captured  a  large  Confederate  States  mail,  which  1  was  ordered  by 
Major  Fufiertou  to  examine  and  see  if  any  knowledge  of  importance  could  be 
gained  therefrom.  I  further  state  that  I  partially  examined  said  mail,  but  for  want 
of  time  a  thorough  examination  could  not  be  made.  I  further  state  that  I  found 
no  despatches  in  said  mail  from  Lord  Lyons,  or  wajjoreign  despatches  or  papers 
of  any  kind  whatever ;  that  I  destroyed  no  part  of  said  mail,  but  simply  exam- 
ined the  same,  or  a  part  thereof;  that  if  said  mail,  or  any  part  thereof,  was  de- 
stroyed, it  was  done  by  irresponsible  and  unauthorized  parties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  T.  GARRETT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  2d  Illinois  Cavalry. 
Colonel  D.  B.  Bush, 

2d  Illinois  Cavalry. 

HfiADaUARTBRS  MILITARY  Dis'T  WbST  MISSISSIPPI, 

My  29,  1864. 
A  true  copy : 

B.  F.  MOREY, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  12,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  regard  to 
large  purchases  of  cotton  said  to  have  been  made  under  Treasury  regulations  by  the 
Messrs.  McDonald  Brothers  &  Co.,  of  Montreal,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  efifect 
of  the  recent  act  of  Congress  upon  such  purchases,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose, 
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in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Greorge  HarriDgton,  esq.,  tbe  Acting  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  and  four  printed  copies  of  the  rules  and  regulations  to  whidi 
it  refers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAI:D. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  LvoNd,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Harrington  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

Treasury  Departmrnt, 

August  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6A 
instant,  transmitting  copy  of  a  communication  from  Lord  Lyons,  and  enclosure, 
relative  to  certain  cotton  alleged  to  have  been  purchased  by  Messrs.  McDonald 
Brothers  &  Co.,  of  Montreal,  under  treasury  permits. 

The  regulations  of  this  department  of  the  29th  July  concerning  commercial 
intercourse  (copies  of  which  are  enclosed  herewith)  provide  for  the  transporta- 
tion to  the  market  of  products  purchased  in  good  faith  under  proper  authorities, 
and  paid  for  prior  to  the  date  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  and  sabject  to  the 
same  conditions  as  products  raised  by  the  labor  of  fireedmen,  (see  pages  30,  and 
24-5.) 

No  information  is  furnished  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  cotton  in  question; 
but  if  it  is  within  the  lines  of  military  occupation  by  the  national  forces,  it  is 
believed  the  provisions  above  cited  will  remove  all  ground  of  complaint  so  far 
as  this  department  is  concerned. 

The  order  of  General  Washburn  referred  to,  and  the  action  in  regard  to  it, 
desired  by  Messrs.  McDonald  Brothers  &  Go.,  are  matters  exclusively  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  War  Department. 


With  great  respect, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


GEO.  HARRINGTON. 

Actmg  Secretary  of  the   Treasury, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  August  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  great  satisfaction  in  communicating  to  the  governor  general  of 
Canada  the  order  permitting  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  to  that  prov- 
ince, of  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  send  a  copy  to  me  with  your  note  of 
the  dOth  ultimo. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation from  Canada  of  anthracite  coal  in  any  manner  or  way  whatever. 

It  is  at  the  same  time  my  pleasing  duty  to  request  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  the  best  thanks  of  the  governor  general  for  its  compli- 
ance with  the  application  which  I  made  to  it  by  his  excellency's  desire  for  a 
modification  of  the  prohibition  to  export  coal  of  this  description  firom  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ffc„  8fc.,  ifc. 
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ProclamcUion. 
Province  of  Ganada.  Monck. 

Victoria,  bj  the  grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
Queen,  defender  of  the  faith  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

To  all  to  tokom  these  presents  shall  come,  or  tohom  the  same  may  concern^  greeting : 

J.  A.  McDonald,  Whereas  it  is  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  Parliament  of  our  said 
Att'if  General,  province  of  Canada,  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty-seventh 
year  of  our  reign,  entitled  "  An  act  to  a;mend  the  act  respecting  duties  of  customs, 
and  the  collection  thereof,"  amongst  other  things,  in  effect  enacted  that  our  gov- 
ernor in  council  may,  by  proclamation,  or  order  in  council  ^at  any  time,  and  from  time 
to  time,  prohibit  the  exportation  of  the  following  goods :  arms,  ammunition  and 
gunpowder,  military  and  naval  stores,  and  any  articles  which  our  governor  in 
council  shall  judge  capable  of  being  converted  into  or  made  useful  in  increas- 
ing the  quantity  of  military  or  naval  stores;  and  whereas  our  governor  in 
council  has  judged  that  anthracite  coal  may  be  converted  into  or  made  useful 
in  increasing  the  quantity  of  military  or  naval  stores,  and  has  deemed  it  expe- 
dient that  the  exportation  thereof  from  our  province  of  Ganada  be  prohibited : 
Now,  therefore,  know  ye  that  we  do,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  executive 
council,  and  by  this  our  royal  proclamation,  prohibit  the  exportation  from  our 
province  of  Canada  of  anthracite  coal  in  any  manner  or  way  whatever ;  of  all 
which  our  loving  subjects  are  to  take  notice,  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the 
great  seal  of  our  said  province  of  Ganada  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  our 
right  trusty  and  well-beloved  cousin,  the  right  honorable  Gharles  Stanley,  Vis- 
count Monck ;  Baron  Monck,  of  Ballytrammon,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  gov- 
ernor general  of  British  North  America,  and  captain  general  and  governor-in-chief 
in  and  over  our  provinces  of  Ganada,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  the 
island  of  Prince  Edward,  and  vice-admiral  of  the  same,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  at  our 
government  ho'use,  in  our  city  of  Quebec,  in  our  said  province  of  Ganada,  this 
Bixth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  and  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 
By  command :  WILLIAM  McDOUGALL, 

Secretary, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  Statb, 

W^hington,  August  15,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
5th  instant,  in  which,  referring  to  my  note  of  the  8th  ultimo  in  regard  to  the 
case  of  the  Labuan,  under  instructions  from  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state,  writ- 
ten before  the  reception  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  a  copy  of  my  note 
above  mentioned,  your  lordship  inquires  what  progress  has  been  made  towards 
the  settlement  of  that  case. 

In  reply,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  since  the  date  of  my 
last  note  on  the  subject  the  answer  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoras  in 
relation  to  the  commission  which  was  daily  expected  has  not  yet  reached  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  9^c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  15,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  11th  instant,  in  regard  to  passes  desired  hy  the  Messrs.  McDonald, 
of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  McDonald  Brotners  &  Co.,  of  Montreal,  to  travel  for  busi- 
ness purposes  in  the  military  district  of  West  Tennessee,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform 
your  lordship  that  on  the  12th  I  commended  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  the  honor,  referring  to  your  lordship's  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  con- 
cerning these  gentlemen,  so  far  as  relates  to  their  fear  that  the  recent  order  is- 
sued by  the  military  authorities  will  interfere  with  their  visiting  that  city,  to 
enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  9th  instant  from  the  War  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  i^c. 


Mr,  Dana  to  Mr,  Seward. 

War  Departmb^tt, 
Washington  City,  August  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  communicating  the  request  of  Messrs.  McDonald 
Brothers  &  Co.,  made  through  Lord  Lyons,  for  permission  to  visit  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  from  time  to  time,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  no  pass  what- 
ever is  necessary  in  order  to  enable  any  person  to  proceed  to  Memphis ;  but 
that  the  subject,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  will  be  referred  to  Major 
General  Washburn  for  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  DANA. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  AuguH  15,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Recurring  to  your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  to  grant 
a  clearance  of  certain  merchandise  shipped  by  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash  to  Nas- 
sau, in  the  Bahama  islands,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  and  of  its  accompaniment,  upon  the  subject, 
from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  so^ 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ifc„  ifc. 
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JIfr.  Harrington  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Treasury  Dbpartmbnt,  August  11,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  transmitting  **  copy  of  a  com- 


monication  of  the  36th  ultimo  from  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  the  refusal,  on  the 
part  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  to  give  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash, 
British  merchants,  clearance  on-  certain  merchandise  shipped  hy  them  to  Nas- 
sau, in  the  Bahama  islands,"  I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  copy  of  a 
report  of  the  collector  at  New  York  upon  the  case,  dated  3d  instant. 

In  view  of  the  facts  as  stated  hy  the  collector  I  could  not  but  approve  his 
action.  The  same  rule  would  have  been  enforced  against  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  a  like  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  HARRINGTON, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Clinch  to  Mr.  Fessenden. 

CusTOM-HousB,  New  York, 

Collector's  Office,  August  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  department  the  facts  in  a  case  in 
which,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  passed  May  20,  1862,  and  arti- 
cle 36  of  the  Treasunr  Regulations  of  SeptemW  11,  1863,  I  refused  to  dear 
certain  goods  proposed  to  be  shipped  by  the  firm  of  Darrell  &  Nash,  of  this  city, 
to  Nassau,  New  Frovidence,  per  the  British  schooner  Electric. 

These  gentlemen  have  for  some  time  been  engaged,  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, in  snipping  goods  to  blockade  runners  at  Nassau,  to  be  sent  to  the  States 
in  rebellion. 

As  evidence  of  such  transactions  on  their  part,  I  am  informed  that  when 
bonds  were  first  exacted  at  this  port  on  shipments  to  Nassau,  and  before  they 
were  exacted  on  shipments  to  the  islands  of  Bermuda,  this  firm,  to  avoid  the 
regulations  at  this  port  in  respect  to  shipments  made  to  Nassau,  "  cleared  "  a  ves- 
sel for  Bermuda,  but  really  sent  her  and  her  cargo  directly  to  Nassau.  And  the 
goods  were  there  delivered  to  blockade  runners. 

Recently  I  was  notified  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Turk's  island  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  cargo  of  the  Crusader,  which  cleared  from  this  port  for  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  on  the  19  th  of  May  last,  had  been  landed  at  Grand  Turk,  and  there 
delivered  to  the  agent  of  Wach,  of  Nassau,  a  notorious  blockade  runner,  and 
that  said  agent  was  then  making  arrangement  to  ship  the  same  to  Nassau.  He 
further  informed  me  that  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash  were  the  parties  in  New  York 
who  acted  as  the  agents  of  said  Wach. 

Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash  subsequently  admitted  to  the  officers  of  the  customs 
that  they  shipped  the  goods  by  tne  Crusader  to  Grand  Turk,  as  referred  to  by 
the  United  States  consul,  and  that  they  were  shipped  on  account  of  Wach,  of 
Nassau,  and  were  destined  for  that  port.     On  this  snipment  no  bond  was  given. 

A  few  days  ago  they  proposed  to  make  another  shipment  to  Nassau,  which  I 
refused  to  permit  them  to  do,  having  satisfiBustory  reasons  to  believe  that  such 
goods,  although  sent  to  Nassau,  were  really  intended  for  ports  or  places  in  pos- 
session or  under  control  of  insurgents  against  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  CLINCH,  Deputy  CoUecUnr. 

Hon.  William  Pitt  Fbssbndbn, 

Secretary  <fihe  Treasury. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  August  17, 1864. 

Sir  :  A  Mrs.  Vemer,  who  claims  British  protection,  has  written  to  me  from 
Montreal,  Canada,  a  letter  relative  to  her  only  son,  John  Arthur,  who  appears 
to  have  run  away  from  his  home,  at  Montreal,  in  1862,  when  only  fourteen 
years  old ;  to  have  then  enlisted  in  the  United  States  military  service,  and  to  be 
now  in  company  K,  12th  New  York  cavalry,  stationed  at  Palmer,  near  New- 
bem,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Verner  informs  me  that  Sir  William.Vemer,  her  son's  great  unde,  who  is 
in  England,  and  appears  to  be  interesting  himself  to  procure  the  youth's  difl- 
charge,  has  authorized  her  to  say  that  any  bounty  money  which  her  son  has 
received  will  be  duly  repaid. 

The  certificate  of  baptism  of  John  Arthur  Vemer,  which  has  been  transmitted 
to  me  by  Mrs.  Vemer,  is  herewith  enclosed.     I  beg  that  you  will  return  it  to  me. 

Mrs.  Vemer  makes  an  urgent  appeal  to  me  to  take  steps  to  obtain  her  son'ss 
discharge,  and  I  beg  to  submit  her  appeal  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
United  States  govemment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Certificate  of  baptism. 


John  Arthur  Cole,  son  of  John  and  Charlotte  Sherwood  Vemer,  bom  June 
30,  1848,  baptized  January  2,  1849,  by  me. 

EDWARD  DENRICHE. 

The  above  certificate  of  the  baptism  of  John  Verner,  son  of  John  Willoughby 
Verner,  nephew  of  Sir  William  Verner,  Bart.,  was  copied  from  the  register  of  bap- 
tism of  St.  Peter's  church,  Breckville,  this  31st  of  May,  1864,  by  me. 

F.  ,R.  TANE. 
Pastor  of  Breckvillif  Canada  WesL 

I,  Alonzo  Byington  Dana,  mayor  of  the  town  of  Breckville,  in  the  county  of 
Leeds,  province  of  Canada,  do  certifv  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  Rev, 
F.  R.  lane,  above  named,  and  that  he  is  the  incumbent  or  rector  of  St.  Peter's 
church  in  Breckville  aforesaid,  and  that  the  foregoing  certificate  was  this  day 
acknowledged  before  me  by  the  said  F.  R.  Tane,  that  ne  did  write  and  sign  the 
said  foregoing  certificate. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  corporate 
seal  of  the  said  town  of  Breckville  to  be  affixed  hereto  this  7  th  day  of  June, 
A.  D.  1864. 

[l.  S.J  A.  B.  DANA,  Mayor. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  Complaints  having  been  made  to  her  Majesty's  consulate  at  New  York 
that  several  British  subjects  had  been  illegally  enlisted  into  the  United  States 
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naval  service,  and  were  on  board  the  receiving-ship  North  Garolina,  the  acting 
consul  sent  recently  one  of  his  clerks  with  a  written  reqnest  to  Admiral  Pauld- 
ing for  permission  to  have  access  to  these  men,  but  the  permission  was  refused. 

As  it  is  naturally  of  importance  that  the  acting  consul,  before  bringing  these 
matters  before  the  legation,  should  be  enabled  to  elicit  all  the  facts  bearing  upon 
them,  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  permission  could  be  granted  to  him  to  visit,  either  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  the  receiving-ship  whenever  the  nature  of  the  case  may 
require  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  igc.,  ^,t  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  18,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
13th  instant,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  Canada  Gazette  extra, 
of  the  6th  instant,  containing  a  proclamation  of  the  same  date,  issued  by  his 
excellency  the  eovemor  general  of  Canada,  prohibing  the  exportation  from  that 
province  of  anthracite  coal  in  any  manner  or  way  whatever. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  course  of  his  excel- 
lency in  making  an  unqualified  prohibition  of  such  coal  firom  Canada  is  highly 
satisfactory  to  this  government.  A  copy  of  your  lordship's  note  and  of  his 
excellency's  proclamation  has  been  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  fulfilling,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  in  advance,  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  executive  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  a  transcript  of  which  accompanied  my  note  of  the  same  date  to  your 
lordship,  was  to  go  into  effect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc,,  ^^  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  20,  1864. 
My  Lord:  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  13th  instant,  and  to  my  reply  of 
the  18th  in  regard  to  the  modification  of  the  executive  order  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  the  14th  of  April,  1862,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for 
your  lordship's  information  and  use,  three  printed  copies  of  an  instruction  of  the 
17th  instant,  issued  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  proper 
officers  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient, 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  4^.,  4^. 
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Treasury  Dbpartmbnt,  August  17, 1864. 
This  department  having  been  officially  notified  that  the  conditions  named  in 
the  Executive  order  of  the  30th  July,  1864,  have  been  complied  with  by  the 
government  of  Canada,  to  wit,  that  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  from  the 
province  of  Canada  should  be  prohibited,  the  instructions  of  this  department, 
heretofore  issued,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  from  the  United 
States  are  hereby  so  far  modified  that  such  coal  may  be  exported  except  by  sea 
into  Canada,  without  restriction. 

GEORGE  HARRINGTON, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

Washington,  August  22,  1864. 
Sir  :  As  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  note  of  the  8th  instiCnt,  I  re- 
ceived with  much  satisfaction  the  assurance  conveyed  to  me  in  your  note  of  the 
5th  instant,  that  hereafter,  when  application  shall  be  made  for  the  discharge  of 
an  alleged  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  the  man  whose  discharge  is  applied  for 
will  be  retained  at  the  draft  rendezvous,  or,  if  in  active  service,  sent  to  said  ren- 
dezvous until  an  investigation  can  be  made  in  his  case.  You  have  since  be^ 
so  good  as  to  send  me,  from  time  to  time,  copies  of  orders  to  the  above  eff»;t, 
issued  by  the  War  Department  in  numerous  cases.  In  which  I  have  brought  to 
your  notice  the  claims  of  British  subjects  to  be  discharged  from  the  United 
States  service.  The  arrangement  appears,  therefore,  to  be  punctually  carried 
out  by  that  department,  and  it  will  certainly  tend  to  diminish  the  painful  im- 
pressions which  the  constant  complaints  of  the  improper  enlistment  of  Britisli 
subjects  in  the  United  States  have  made  upon  her  Majesty's  government 

It  appears,  however,  to  be  still  necessary  that  some  security  should  be  given 
that  obstacles  will  not  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  British  subjects  who  desiie  to 
bring  their  claims  to  the  notice  of  her  Majesty's  consuls  or  of  this  legation, 
that  the  investigation  will  in  every  case  be  perfectly  fair  and  impartial,  and  that 
proper  facilities  for  establishing  their  claims  will  be  given  to  the  claimants  who 
are,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  ignorant,  illiterate  men.  With  a  view  to  tt- 
taining  these  objects,  I  venture  to  direct  your  particular  attention  to  the  eocloaed 
extract  from  a  report  made  to  me  by  her  Majesty's  acting  consul  at  New  York, 
and  especially  to  recommend  to  consideration  the  suggestion  made  by  him> 
that  in  case  of  British  subjects  stated  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  service  some  person  deputed  by  the  nearest  British  consul  should 
be  present  at  the  investigation. 

The  adoption  of  such  an  arrangement  would,  I  think,  have  the  effect,  in  the 
first  place,  of  increasing  the  probability  that  substantive  justice  would  be  done 
in  the  several  cases ;  and  in  the  second  place,  of  removing  misapprehension,  and 
allaying  the  wide-spread  dissatisfaction  on  the  subject  of  these  enlistments, 
which  is  exercising  so  unhappy  an  influence  on  the  feeling  in  her  Majesty's 
dominions  towards  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^r.,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Elwards  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

British  Consulate, 
New  York,  August  11, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  yesterday  visited  Hart's  island  with  a  view, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  ascertain  the  ground  for  the  numerous  complaints  lately 
made  to  her  Majesty's  legation  and  to  this  consulate,  by  British  subjects,  of 
having  been  kidnapped  and  taken  to  that  place  preparatory  to  being  sent  to  the 
army. 

Hart's  island  is  situated  in  the  Long  Island  sound,  about  twenty-five  miles 
from  this  place,  and  is,  from  its  position,  and  for  the  want  of  any  regular  communi- 
cation therewith,  very  difficult  of  access. 

General  Dix,  to  whom  I  had  applied  for  the  necessary  permission  to  visit 
Hart's  island,  at  once  acceded  to  my  request,  and,  at  my  suggestion,  supplied 
me  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  omcer  in  command  there. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  island  I  was  courteously  received  by  the  officers  there, 
who  expressed  great  willingness  to  place  at  my  disposal  every  means  within 
their  reach  for  the  investigation  of  any  case  I  might  desire  to  look  into. 

It  would  have  been  unreasonable  to  expect  that  these  officers  would  have 
volunteered  information  upon  the  subject  of  my  visit ;  and  I  was  therefore,  as  I 
foresaw  I  should  be,  obliged  to  restnct  my  investigations  to  such  cases  as  I 
could  refer  to  as  having  been  before  brought  to  my  notice.  These  consisted  of 
cases  in  which  the  parties  were  being  detained  in  consea  uence  of  representations 
made  by  your  lordship,  or  by  this  consulate,  to  the  authorities. 

These  men  were  all  questioned  by  me,  with  a  view,  if  possible  to  ascertain 
the  names  of  others  who  might  be  similarly  situated.  They  expressed  great  un- 
willingness to  give  such  information,  and  in  one  instance  positively  rd'used  to 
do  80,  alleging  that  they  would  be  subject  to  severe  punishment  if  they  did. 

They  all  assured  me  that  there  had,  at  different  times,  been  a  large  number 
of  British  subjects  at  Hart's  island  who  complained  of  having  been  illegally  en- 
listed. That  the  number  of  these  cases  have,  at  any  time,  amounted  to  what 
the  excited  imaginations  of  these  men  represent  I  do  not  think;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  see  good  reason  to  fear  that  very  many  of  these  cases  have  never 
reached  this  consulate. 

The  general  custom  at  Hart's  island  would  appear  to  be  to  send  off  to  the  army 
a  number  of  troops  two  or  three  times  a  week.  Sometimes  they  would  appear 
to  be  detained  during  several  days  upon  the  island,  and  at  other  times  to  be 
immediately  sent  away. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  day  upon  which  I  had  first  obtained  permission  from 
General  Dix  to  visit  Hart's  island,  (this  visit  I  was  subsequently  obliged  to  post- 
pone until  yesterday,)  a  much  larger  number  than  usual  would  appear  to  have 
been  sent  away,  and  on  Sunday  la^t  another  shipment  took  place. 

In  many  of  tiiese  cases,  even  were  the  parties  aware  that  their  proper  course 
would  be  to  lay  their  complaints  before  the  consul,  and' were  they  themselves 
able  to  do  so,  or  get  others  to  write  for  them,  thre  short  time  during  which  many 
of  them  remain  upon  the  island  would  preclude  the  possibility  of  such  applica- 
tions. Several  complaints  were  made  to  me  that  proper  facilities  were  not  given 
to  British  subjects  to  lay  their  cases  before  her  Majesty's  representatives;  and 
I  was  told  that  men  had  been  imprisoned  in  the  guard-house  for  having  attempted 
to  communicate  their  grievances  to  the  consul. 

Complaints  of  this  nature  have  reached  me  from  so  many  different  quarters 
that  there  would  appear  to  be  reason  for  believing  that  they  are  not  entii-ely 
without  foundation  in  truth. 
44  c  ♦ 
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Treasury  Department,  August  17,  1864. 
This  department  having  been  officially  notified  that  the  conditions  named  in 
the  Executive  order  of  the  30th  July,  1864,  have  been  complied  with  by  the 
government  of  Canada,  to  wit,  that  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  from  the 

Province  of  Canada  should  be  prohibited,  the  instructions  of  this  department, 
eretofore  issued,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal  from  the  United 
States  are  hereby  so  far  modified  that  such  coal  may  be  exported  except  by  sea 
into  Canada,  without  restriction. 

GEORGE  HARRINGTON, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  August  22,  1864. 
Sir  :  As  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  note  of  the  8th  inst^t,  I  re- 
ceived with  much  satisfaction  the  assurance  conveyed  to  me  in  your  note  of  the 
5th  instant,  that  hereafter,  when  application  shall  be  made  for  the  discharge  of 
an  alleged  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  the  man  whose  discharge  is  applied  for 
will  be  retained  at  the  draft  rendezvous,  or,  if  in  active  service,  sent  to  said  ren- 
dezvous until  an  investigation  can  be  made  in  his  case.  You  have  since  been 
BO  good  as  to  send  me,  from  time  to  time,  copies  of  orders  to  the  above  effect, 
issued  by  the  War  Department  in  numerous  cases.  In  which  I  have  brought  to 
your  notice  the  claims  of  British  subjects  to  be  discharged  from  the  United 
States  service.  The  arrangement  appears,  therefore,  to  be  punctually  carried 
out  by  that  department,  and  it  will  certainly  tend  to  diminish  the  painful  im- 
pressions which  the  constant  complaints  of  the  improper  enlistment  of  British 
subjects  in  the  United  States  have  made  upon  her  Majesty's  government. 

It  appears,  however,  to  be  still  necessary  that  some  security  should  be  given 
that  obstacles  will  not  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  British  subjects  who  desiie  to 
bring  their  claims  to  the  notice  of  her  Majesty's  consuls  or  of  this  legation, 
that  the  investigation  will  in  every  case  be  perfectly  fair  and  impartial,  and  that 
proper  facilities  for  establishing  their  claims  will  be  given  to  the  claimants  who 
are,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  ignorant,  illiterate  men.  With  a  view  to  at- 
taining these  objects,  I  venture  to  direct  your  particular  attention  to  the  enclosed 
extract  from  a  report  made  to  me  by  her  Majesty's  acting  consul  at  New  York, 
and  especially  to  recommend  to  consideration  the  suggestion  made  by  him, 
that  in  case  of  British  subjects  stated  to  have  been  improperly  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  service  some  person  deputed  by  the  nearest  British  consul  should 
be  present  at  the  investigation. 

The  adoption  of  such  an  arrangement  would,  I  think,  have  the  effect,  in  the 
first  place,  of  increasing  the  probability  that  substantive  justice  would  be  done 
in  the  several  cases;  and  in  the  second  place,  of  removing  misapprehension,  and 
allaying  the  wide-spread  dissatisfaction  on  the  subject  of  these  enlistments, 
which  is  exercising  so  unhappy  an  influence  on  the  feeling  in  her  Majesty's 
dominions  towards  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^. 
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Mr.  Elwards  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

British  Consulate, 
New  York,  Augmt  11, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  yesterday  visited  Hart's  island  with  a  view, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  ascertain  the  ground  for  the  numerous  complaints  lately 
made  to  her  Majesty's  legation  and  to  this  consulate,  by  British  subjects,  of 
having  been  kidnapped  and  taken  to  that  place  preparatory  to  being  sent  to  the 
army. 

Hart's  island  is  situated  in  the  Long  Island  sound,  about  twenty-five  miles 
from  this  place,  and  is,  from  its  position,  and  for  the  want  of  any  regular  communi- 
cation therewith,  very  difficult  of  access. 

General  Dix,  to  whom  I  had  applied  for  the  necessary  permission  to  visit 
Hart's  island,  at  once  acceded  to  my  request,  and,  at  my  suggestion,  supplied 
me  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  officer  in  command  there. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  island  I  was  courteously  received  by  the  officers  there, 
who  expressed  great  willingness  to  place  at  my  disposal  every  means  within 
their  reach  for  the  investigation  of  any  case  I  might  desire  to  look  into. 

It  would  have  been  unreasonable  to  expect  that  these  officers  would  have 
volunteered  information  upon  the  subject  of  my  visit ;  and  I  was  therefore,  as  I 
foresaw  I  should  be,  obliged  to  restrict  my  investigations  to  such  cases  as  I 
could  refer  to  as  having  been  before  brought  to  my  notice.  These  consisted  of 
cases  in  which  the  parties  were  being  detained  in  consea  uence  of  representations 
made  by  your  lordship,  or  by  this  consulate,  to  the  authorities. 

These  men  were  all  questioned  by  me,  with  a  view,  if  possible  to  ascertain 
the  names  of  others  who  might  be  similarly  situated.  They  expressed  great  un- 
willingness to  give  such  information,  and  in  one  instance  positively  rdused  to 
do  so,  alleging  that  they  would  be  subject  to  severe  punishment  if  they  did. 

They  all  assured  me  that  there  had,  at  different  times,  been  a  large  number 
of  British  subjects  at  Hart's  island  who  complained  of  having  been  illegally  en- 
listed. That  the  number  of  these  cases  have,  at  any  time,  amounted  to  what 
the  excited  imaginations  of  these  men  represent  1  do  not  think ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  see  good  reason  to  fear  that  very  many  of  these  cases  have  never 
reached  this  consulate. 

The  general  custom  at  Hart's  island  would  appear  to  be  to  send  off  to  the  army 
a  number  of  troops  two  or  three  times  a  week.  Sometimes  they  would  appear 
to  be  detained  during  several  days  upon  the  island,  and  at  other  times  to  be 
immediately  sent  away. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  day  upon  which  I  had  first  obtained  permission  from 
General  Dix  to  visit  Hart's  island,  (this  visit  I  was  subsequently  obliged  to  post- 
pone until  yesterday,)  a  much  larger  number  than  usual  would  appear  to  have 
oeen  sent  away,  and  on  Sunday  la^t  another  shipment  took  place. 

In  many  of  these  cases,  even  were  the  parties  aware  that  their  proper  course 
would  be  to  lay  their  complaints  before  the  consul,  and'  were  they  themselves 
able  to  do  so,  or  get  others  to  write  for  them,  the  short  time  during  which  many 
of  them  remain  upon  the  island  would  preclude  the  possibility  of  such  applica- 
tions. Several  complaints  were  made  to  me  that  proper  facilities  were  not  given 
to  British  subjects  to  lay  their  cases  before  her  Majesty's  representatives;  and 
I  was  told  that  men  had  been  imprisoned  in  the  guard-house  for  having  attempted 
to  communicate  their  grievances  to  the  consul. 

Complaints  of  this  nature  have  reached  me  from  so  many  different  quarters 
that  there  would  appear  to  be  reason  for  believing  that  they  are  not  entirely 
without  foundation  in  truth. 
44  c  ♦ 
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I  was  told  that  tliose  who  succeeded  in  making  such  complaints  were  taont- 
inglj  designated  as  "Lord  Lyons's  men"  and  the  "con&urs  men,"  and  were 
generally  set  at  the  most  laborious  and  disagreeable  kind  of  work,  such  as  dig- 
ging trenches,  building  stone  walls,  &c.  That  it  may  not  be  conducive  to  the 
preservation  of  a  rigid  military  discipline  to  encourage  complaints  on  the  part 
of  recruits,  I  can  very  well  understand ;  but  that  the  officials  meet  these  com- 
plaints in  a  proper  spirit,  I  fear  there  is  too  much  reason  for  doubting. 

My  representations  in  these  cases  of  alleged  kidnapping  to  the  local  officials 
are  generally  replied  to  with  courtesy  and  promptitude,  but  I  feel  that  it  would 
be  useless  to  expect  that  they  should  exceed  the  strict  limit  of  what  they  con- 
sider their  official  duty  in  reference  to  them. 

The  evidence  taken  where  a  complaint  of  kidnapping  is  made  must  almost 
necessarily  be  of  an  ea;  parte  nature,  and  the  generally  official  character  of  sodi 
evidence  cannot  but  outweigh  any  simple  statement  by  the  recruit. 

Although  the  investigation  of  these  cases  may  be  conducted  with  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  officials  to  render  justice,  yet  I  cannot  but  think 
that  the  present  system  is  open  to  grave  objections. 

In  no  case,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  is  the  recruit  confi!onted 
with  the  parties  who  are  charged  with  having  kidnapped  him.  He  is  generally 
subjected  to  an  inauisitorial  examination  by  men  greatly  his  superiors  in  point 
of  position  and  eaucation,  who,  if  so  inclined,  might  easily  extort  statements 
calculated  to  injure  his  case. 

There  is,  however,  reason  to  fear  that  these  investigations  are  not  always 
conducted  entirely  without  prejudice. 

It  appears  to  me  that  these  objections  might,  in  some  measure,  be  obviated, 
if  the  United  States  government  would  consent,  in  all  cases  of  alleged  illegal 
enlistment,  that  some  person  be  present  at  the  official  investigation  on  the  part 
of  her  Majesty's  consul.  In  addition  to  the  advantage  of  the  recruit  having  a 
proper  person  present  to  protect  him  against  imposition,  the  consul  would  then 
be  much  better  able  to  judge  whether  the  case  was  such  as  to  justify  an  applica- 
tion to  the  legation. 

Although  there  would  appear  to  be  good  reason  for  believing  that  there  are 
many  such,  I  feel  that  it  would  be  hopeless ;  and  for  some  reasons  it  would  ap- 
pear to  be  undesirable  to  attempt  to  ferret  out  cases  which  have  not  been  vol- 
untarily brought  to  the  notice  of  her  Majesty's  legation  or  consulate. 
I  have  &c.,  &c., 

PIEEPONT  EDWARDS, 

Acting  ConsuL 

LoBD  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  Sfc„  ^t?.,  ^c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

Washington,  August  22,  1864. 

Sib:  With  reference  to  your  note  to  me  of  the  5th  July,  and  to  my  note  to 
yon  of  the  8th  of  July,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of 
a  despatch^  and  its  enclosure,  which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  of  New- 
foundland, respecting  the  statement  that  three  pardoned  criminals  had  been  sent 
from  St  John  to  New  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon«  WiixiAM  n.  Seward,  ^c,  ^c,  S(c. 
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Mr,  HojfUs  to  Mr,  Bannerwutn, 

St.  John,  Juli/  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  com- 
manication  of  yesterday's  date,  enclosing  copy  of  a  despatch  from  £x>ra  Lyons, 
under  date  of  the  8th  of  July  instant,  forwarding  a  communication  firom  Mr. 
Seward  to  his  lordship,  under  date  of  the  5th  of  July  instant,  and  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Leach,  United  States  vice-consul  at  this  port,  to  Mr.  Seward,  on  the  suhject  of 
three  prisoners — Daniel  Hurley,  Bryan  Sheehy,  and  James  Nowlan — alleged 
hy  Mr.  Leach  to  have  been  sent  by  the  local  government  to  Boston,  and  direct- 
ing me,  for  the  information  of  the  United  States  government,  to  report  upon  this 
despatch. 

In  obedience  to  your  excellency's  commands,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  about 
the  20th  of  May  last  the  three  men  above  named,  they  then  being  under  sen- 
tence of  imprisonment  in  the  St.  John  penitentiary  for  various  ofifences,  peti- 
tioned for  a  remission  of  that  part  of  their  punishment,  undertaking,  if  their  ap- 
plication was  acceded  to,  to  leave  the  colony.  The  prayer  of  this  petition  wa9 
granted  in  the  hope  that,  by  being  permitted  to  proceed  to  some  place  where 
their  offences  were  unknown,  these  men  would  be  enabled  to  retrieve  their 
characters  and  to  become  useful  members  of  society ;  and  passages  were  accord- 
ingly provided  for  them  on  board  the  brig  Arthur,  then  about  to  leave  for  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Leach  is,  however,  altogether  incorrect  in  stating  that  they 
were  sent  by  the  local  government.  Banishment  formed  no  part  of  their  sen- 
tence, and  the  government  had  no  power  to  send  them  out  of  the  country,  ex- 
cept vrith  their  own  free  will.  It  was  a  matter  of  total  indifference  to  the  local 
government  whither  they  went,  provided  they  left  the  colony,  and  they  them- 
selves selected  the  United  States  as  the  country  to  which  they  would  proceed, 
believing  they  would  there  have  a  greater  chance  of  obtaining  employment  than 
elsewhere.  They  refused  to  go  to  any  other  place;  and  Sheehy,  who  had  just 
obtained  his  discharge  firom  the  rifle  companies  when  arrested,  had  professed  his 
intention  of  proceeding  to  the  United  States  under  any  circumstances.  Of  the 
two  others,  I  have  just  learned  that  Hurley  has,  since  nis  arrival,  been  engaged 
at  good  wa^es,  and  has  now  sent  for  his  wife  and  family. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c, 

H.  W.  HOYLES, 
H,  M.*s  Attitmey  General  for  Newfoundland. 

Sir  A.  Bannbrman. 


Gov.  Bannerman  to  Lord  Lffons, 

GOVBRNMBNT  HOUSB, 

Newfoundland,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  despatch 
of  July  8,  sending  me  a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  report  made  to  him  by  the  United  States  consul  here 
relative  to  three  pardoned  criminals  "  having  been  sent  from  Newfoundland  to 
Boston,"  and  requesting  me  to  obtain  information  regarding  ^his  matter. 

I  have  to  regret  that  Mr.  Leach,  the  consul,  before  troubling  the  Secretary  of 
State,  omitted  to  make  any  communication  to  myself  or  the  government  here  on 
the  subject-matter  of  his  report 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  letter 
from  the  attorney  general,  Mr.  Hoyles,  the  law-adviser  of  the  crown  here,  rela- 
tive to  the  consul's  report. 
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In  addition,  I  may  state,  what  your  lordship  is  aware  of,  that  a  power  is  vested 
in  me  by  her  Majesty  (as  also  in  all  other  goyemors)  to  pardon  or  commute  the 
sentence  of  all  persons  tried  and  convicted  before  judicial  tribunals  in  the  colony ; 
but  when  petitions  are  addressed  to  me  by  criminals,  or  persons  in  their  behalf, 
I  have  invariably  referred  such  documents  to  the  judges,  or  others  who  preside 
at  the  trials,  to  report  whether  there  are  any  circumstances  to  justify,  in  their 
opinion,  a  commutation  of  the  sentence ;  and  by  these  reports  I  am  generally 
(but  not  always)  guided.  • 

The  criminals  alluded  to,  I  ascertained,  were  sentenced  to  imprisonment ; 
banishment  forming  no  part  of  the  sentence.  They  earnestly  petitioned  that 
their  imprisonment  should  be  shortened  on  condition  that  they  would  leave  this 
colony,  and  they  also  earnestly  prayed  that  they  might  set  a  passage  to  the 
United  States,  where  they  hopea  to  obtain  employment  and  redeem  their  char- 
acter where  they  were  not  known. 

The  passage  was  accordingly  given.  And  this  is  a  common  occnrrenoe,  pas- 
sages having  been  granted  in  similar  cases  to  Canada  or  some  of  the  other  prov- 
inces, and  sometimes  to  the  United  Eangdom — the  passage-money  frequently 
being  less  than  the  cost  which  the  colony  would  incur  by  supporting  them  in 
jail. 

Your  lordship  will  observe,  however,  that  I  had  no  power  or  authority  to 
send  the  three  men  alluded  to  to  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c.,  dec, 


Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^. 


A.  BANNERMAN,  Governor. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  notes 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  25th  of  May  and  27th  of  June 
last,  respecting  the  coals  carried  off  from  Angra  Pequena  by  the  United  States 
ship  Vanderbilt. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  learned  from  these  notes  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  holds  that  the  bill  of  lading  forwarded  to  Messrs. 
Sinclair,  Hamilton  &  Go.  does  not  sufficiently  show  that  at  the  time  the  coals  were 
taken  fix)m  Angra  Pequena  they  were  in  point  of  fact  the  property  of  Messrs. 
Anderson  &  Go. ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  con- 
sider it  material  to  have  information  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  coals  were 
sent  to  Angra  Pequena  before  admitting  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Anderson  6c  Co. 
to  be  paid  for  them. 

With  respect  to  the  ownership,  the  bill  of  lading  appears  to  her  Majesty's 
government  to  be  sufficient  in  the  circumstances  and  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  wanted.  I  nevertheless  submit  to  you  herewith  a  solemn  declaration, 
made  by  Mr.  James  Murison,  a  merchant  residing  at  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope, 
declaringthat  he  knows  of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  coal  was  the  property  of 
Messrs.  Wm.  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Go.,  and  stating  particulars  in  corroboration 
of  this  fact.  I  trust  that  this  document  will  preclude  any  further  question  on 
thispart  of  the  subject. 

With  respect  to  tiie  destination  of  the  coals,  I  am  commanded  by  her  Majesty's 
government  to  state  distinctly  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  coals  might  just  as  law- 
rally  be  sent  to  Angra  Pequena  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
so-called  confederate  ship-of-war  as  of  a  United  States  ship-of-war;  and  that 
for  a'  United  States  ship-of-war  to  take,  without  payment,  British  proper^  on 
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a  neutral  shore,  merely  because  it  was  intended  to  be  sold  by  its  owners  to  a 
sbip-of-war  of  the  other  belligerent,  would  be  an  act  of  simple  trespass,  without 
justification  from  the  law  of  nations. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  conceive  that  any  jurist  would  or  could 
maintain,  either  upon  principle  or  authority,  a  contrary  opinion;  and  they  have 
instructed  me  to  press  this  point  of  maritime  international  law  strongly  tlpon 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 

^^g^Qg  70Q  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  the  declaration  back  to  me,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^,,  Sfv.,  ^. 


I,  John  Harrison,  of  the  city  of  London,  notary  public  by  royal  authority 
duly  admitted  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  and  assert  unto  all  persons  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come,  as  follows : 

1.  The  sheet  of  paper  which  is  hereto  annexed  and  paged  from  1  to  3,  in- 
clusively, contains  true  and  faithful  copies  of,  and  agreeing  word  for  word  and 
figure  for  figure  with,  the  original  declaration  purporting  to  have  been  made  by 
the  therein-named  declarant,  James  Murison,  and  die  consular  legality  following 
the  same. 

2.  I  have  compared  the  said  annexed  copy  with  the  said  original  declaration 
and  consular  legality,  which  have  been  produced  to  me  for  that  purpose. 

Whereof  an  act  being  requured,  I  have  granted  these  presents  under  my  sig- 
nature and  official  seal,  to  serve  as  need  may  require,  in  London,  this 
[l.  s.]  fourth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

JOHN  HARRISON, 

Notary  Public. 


Declaration  of  James  Murison, 

I,  James  Murison,  a  British  merchant,  residing  at  Gape  Town,  in  the  colony 
of  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare,  that  in 
the  month  of  October,  1863,  the  United  States  steamer  Vanderbilt,  Captain 
Baldwin,  having  arrived  at  Table  bay,  I  was  requested  by  the  United  States 
consul  to  purchase  upon  the  most  advantageous  terms  a  supply  of  coal  for  the 
use  of  said  ship.  That  I  thereupon  made  arrangements  with  Messrs.  Willliam 
Anderson,  Saxon  &  Co.,  of  Cape  Town,  merchants,  who  had  commenced  to  deliver 
the  coal,  when  orders  were  sent  from  the  governor  of  this  colony  to  stop  the 
coaling,  which,  as  the  Vanderbilt  had  within  three  months  taken  in  coal  at  Mau- 
ritius, would  have  been  a  violation  of  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality. 
That  thereupon  the  coaling  was  discontinued,  about  nineteen  tons  only  having 
been  shipped.  I  frirther  declare  that  on  the  day  of  the  departure  of  the  Vander- 
bilt from  Table  bay,  Mr.  William  Anderson,  of  the  above  firm  of  William  Ander- 
son, Saxon  Sc  Co.,  informed  me  that  he  had  on  Penguin  island,  on  the  coast,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,  which  he  offered  for  sale  to  the  Vanderbilt  if  she 
required  it.  That  as  Penguin  island  was  then  considered  British  territory,  and 
the  Vanderbilt  could  not  in  that  view  have  coaled  there  without  an  iufraction 
of  the  neutrality  laws,  I  did  not  submit  Mr.  Anderson's  offer  to  Captain  Baldwin. 
And  I  lastly  declare,  that  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  the  coal  was 
on  Penguin  island,  and  that  it  was  the  property  of  Messrs.  William  Anderson, 
Saxon  &  Co.    And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the 
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same  to  be  true,  and  hj  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  No.  6,  1845' 
entitled  *'  An  ordinance  for  the  suppression  of  voluntary  and  extra-judicial  oaths 
and  affidavits,  and  the  substitution  of  declarations. " 

JAMES  MURISON. 

Declared  before  me  at  Gape  Town,  this  twentv-third  day  of  June,  1864. 
♦  EDMUND  HULL, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Cape  Toum  and  the  district  (hereof. 

I,  Walter  Graham,  consul  for  the  United  States  of  America,  at  Gape  Town, 
do  hereby  certify  that  Edmund  Hull,  before  whom  the  above  declaration  was  made 
is  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Gape  Town,  and  qualified  to  administer  oaths  under 
the  colonial  statutes,  and  that  James  Murison,  the  declarer,  is  a  merchant  of  Gape 
Town,  thoroughly  credible,  and  that  his  signature  attached  to  the  declaration 
above  is  genuine. 

[l.  s]  WALTER  GRAHAM, 

United  States  Consul. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Setoard. 


Washington,  August  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  17th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  case  of 
John  Arthur  Verner,  who  appears  to  have  run  away  from  his  home  at  Montreal 
when  only  14  years  old,  and  to  have  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army. 

I  have  now  the  honor,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  which  I  have  received  from 
her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  transmit  to  you 
copies  of  memoranda  communicated  to  Earl  Russell  by  Sir  William  Vomer,  the 
great  uncle  of  the  young  man,  and  to  recommend  the  case  to  early  and  favorable 
consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedieot, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  ffiUiam  Verner  to  Mr.  Layard. 

86  Eaton  Square,  August  1,  1864. 
In  consequence  of  Mr.  Layard's  kind  offer  of  forwarding  a  letter  to  Lord  Lyons, 
Sir  William  Verner  takes  the  liberty  to  trouble  him  with  the  enclosed.  Sir 
William  Verner  has  made  his  statement  as  plain  as  possible,  and  adhered  strictly 
to  the  facts.  However,  should  Mr.  Layard  consider  any  thing  further  necessaiy, 
Sir  William  Verner  will  be  much  obliged  for  any  suggestion  he  may  offer. 


Sir  William  Verner  to  Lord  Lyons. 

86  Eaton  Square,  August  1,  1864. 

The  following  statement  is  submitted  to  Lord  Lyons  by  Sir  William  Verner 
Bart.,  M.  P ,  on  behalf  of  a  young  man  the  son  of  his  nephew,  who  holds  a  small 
situation  under  the  crown  at  Port  Golburne. 

The  person  to  whose  case  Sir  William  Verner  is  anxious  to  direct  Lord  Lyons's 
attention  has  recently  become  a  private  soldier  in  the  K  company.  New  York  cav- 
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airy,  Fort  Andrew.  He  enlisted  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  his  parents,  and  was  then  only  16  years  old.  Sir 
William  Yemer  has  reason  to  helieye  he  took  this  step  in  expectation  of  serving 
his  family  with  the  bounty  he  received. 

Sir  William  Vemer's  object  in  troubling  Lord  Lyons  upon  the  subject  is  to 
request  his  lordship's  assistance,  should  it  become  necessary  towards  obtaining 
the  youne  man's  discharge.  Sir  William  Verner  has  written  to  his  mother,  to 
forward  tne  certificates  of  age  and  any  others  which  may  be  necessary  towards 
procuring  his  discharge.  The  money  which  may  be  requisite  for  this  purpose 
Sir  William  Verner  will  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  American  minister  in 
London,  or  in  any  other  manner  pointed  out  by  Lord  Lyons. 

From  the  circumstances  here  set  forth,  the  extreme  youth  of  the  boy,  and  the 
respectability  of  his  connexions,  Lord  Lyons  can  well  understand  why  Sir 
William  Verner  should  be  desirous  to  release  him  from  his  present  disgraceful 
position. 

The  intention  he  was  supposed  to  have  had  in  view  was  defeated  owing  to 
his  having  been  robbed  of  all  his  money  on  his  way  to  join  the  regiment. 


Sir  IfUliam  Venur  to  Earl  Russell, 

Treasury,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  William  Verner  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  by 
direction  of  Earl  Russell,  for  which  he  begs  to  return  his  best  thanks.  Sir  William 
Verner  loses  no  time  in  correcting  the  deficiency  his  lordship  points  out,  and  the 
statement  to  Lord  Lyons  respecting  the  name  of  the  young  man  on  behalf  of 
whom  he  calls  his  lordship's  attention.  He  is  the  son  of  Sir  William  Vemer's 
nephew,  John  W.  Verner,  who  fills  a  small  situation  at  Port  Colbume,  under  the 
government.  The  name  of  the  young  man  is  John  A.  C.  Verner,  and  by  that 
name  he  enlisted.  Sir  William  Verner  takes  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  letter  from 
his  nephew  at  Port  Colbume,  which  will  explain  how  he  is  situated. 

Sir  William  Vemer  has  already  instracted  the  boy's  mother,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Vemer, 
at  present  residing  at  Montreal,  to  forward  to  Lord  Lyons  the  certificate  of  his  age, 
and  any  other  documents  which  may  be  necessary  towards  expediting  his  discharge. 
In  the  last  letter  from  the  young  man  to  his  mother,  dat^  in  April,  he  desires 
him  (her)  to  direct  to  John  A.  0.  Vemer,  company  K,  New  York  cavalry ,Tort 
Anderson.  He  mentions  that  one  of  their  men  had  been  carried  off  by  the  guerillas, 
and  they  expected  the  others  would  share  the  same  fate. 

Sir  William  Vemer  will  write  again  to  the  mother  to  forward  the  certificates,  &c. 
86  Eaton  Square. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  24,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  the  23d  instant,  in  which  you  present  a  declaration  made  by  James 
Murison  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Messrs.  William  Anderson,  Saxon  &  Com- 
jpany,  of  the  Cape  Town,  for  payment  of  some  certain  coal  which  was  taken 
from  the  island  of  Angra  Pequena  bv  the  ship  Vanderbilt.  I  have  taken  a 
copy  of  this  instrument  for  future  reference,  and,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, I  send  to  you  the  original. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  on  behalf  of  the  claimant,  decline  to  fumish  in- 
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formation  of  the  object  for  which  the  coal  in  question  was  deposited  hj  the 
claimants  on  a  desolate  and  uninhabited  island,  outside  of  the  sphere  of  civil- 
ized states.  In  place  of  giving  the  information  desired  by  this  government  on 
that  point,  her  Majesty's  government  express  the  opinion  that  the  coal  might 
just  as  lawfully  be  sent  to  Angra  Pequena  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
wants  of  a  so-called  confederate  ship-of-war  as  of  a  United  States  snip-of-war, 
and  that  for  a  United  States  ship-of-war  to  take,  without  payment,  British  prop- 
erty on  a  neutral  shore,  merely  because  it  was  intended  to  be  sold  by  its  owners 
to  a  ship-of-war  of  the  other  belligerent,  would  be  an  act  of  simple  trespass, 
without  justification  from  the  law  of  nations. 

This  government  is  therefore  left  to  infer,  from  these  remarks,  that  the  claim- 
ants placed  their  coal  on  the  island  of  Angra  Pequena  for  the  use  of  the  navi- 
gators of  the  Alabama.  Her  Majesty's  government  are  already  aware  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  United  States,  the  Alabama  is  not  a  law^  vessel  of  a  lawfol 
belligerent  power,  but  a  vessel  built,  manned,  armed,  and  equipped  in  a  British 
pocjky  and  put  on  the  high  seas  by  British  subjects  to  make  war  against  the 
United  States  in  violation  of  the  law  of  Great  Britain,  of  treaties,  and  of  the 
law  of  nations  ;  and  that  this  government,  instead  of  holding  itself  under  obli- 
gation to  indemnify  the  pirates  of  the  Alabama,  is  looking  to  the  justice  of 
Grreat  Britain  for  indemnities  from  the  many  signal  injuries  which  the  dttzens 
of  the  United  States  have  sustained  at  the  hands  of  British  subjects  who  are 
engaged  in  that  most  unjustifiable  enterprise.  The  claimants  in  the  present 
case  are  regarded  as  having  no  more  just  claims  upon  the  United  States  than 
the  owners  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  have  for  indemnity  for  the  losses  they 
sustained  in  the  destruction  of  that  vessel  in  her  combat  with  the  United  States 
ehip-of-war  Kearsarge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  coi^ideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sft.f  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  25,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which  a  wish 
is  expressed  that  permission  may  be  granted  to  her  Majesty's  consul  to  visit, 
either  in  person  or  by  deputy,  the  receiving-ship  at  New  York,  whenever  the 
nature  of  the  case  may  require  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply>  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  be, 
with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc.    • 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 
WasAingtQnt  August  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  enclos- 
ing a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Lyons,  [August  1%^]  respecting  the  refusal  of 
permission  to  a  clerk  of  the  British  consul  at  New  York  to  visit  persons  sup- 
posed to  be  British  subjects,  illegally  detained  on  board  the  receiving-ship 
North  Carolina. 
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The  department  would  not,  at  any  time,  withhold  permission  from  the  consnl 
or  his  deputy  to  visit  any  designated  person  or  persons,  on  board  the  receiving- 
ship,  for  a  stated  and  reasonable  purpose ;  and,  most  probably,  the  commandant 
at  New  York  would,  in  a  clear  case,  assume  the  responsibility  of  granting  such 
permission  without  special  authority  from  the  department. 

But  if  it  be  desired  that  the  consul  shall  be  at  liberty,  whenever,  in  his  opin- 
ion, "the  nature  of  the  case  may  require  it,"  to  visit  tne  receiving-ship  in  per- 
son or  by  deputy,  and  examine  persons  on  board,  the  department  is  constrained 
to  decline  acceding  to  the  suggestion. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro,  ^,,  ifc^  ifc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  Lord  Lyons  had  the  honor  of  address- 
ing to  you  on  the  11th  ultimo,  and  to  your  re^y  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  case  of  two  apprentices  belonging  to  the  British  bark  Guzco,  who  had  de- 
serted from  that  ship  at  Valparaiso,  and  been  taken  on  board  the  United  States 
ship  St.  Mary's,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  further  letter  from  Mr. 
Nicol  on  this  subject,  transmitted  to  me  by  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  afiGairs,  and  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  inform  me  how 
this  case  has  progressed  since  the  date  of  your  last  communication,  when  it  had 
been  referred  to  the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  WitLiAM  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sf\,  8fc. 


Mr.  Nicol  to  Earl  RusidL 

7  SwBETiNG  Street,  Dale  Street, 

Liverpool,  August  7,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  my  letter  to  your  lordship  of  the  15th  June,  respect- 
ing the  two  apprentices  belonging  to  the  British  bark  Guzco,  who  were  detained 
on  board  the  American  ship-of-war  St.  Mary's,  at  Valparaiso,  in  February  last,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  received  the  following  addi- 
tional information  from  Gaptain  McPherson,  of  the  Guzco,  that  vessel  being  now 
in  Swansea.  Gaptain  McFherson  being  informed  that  the  boys,  Alfred  Denrile 
and  John  Williams,  were  on  board  the  St.  Mary's,  went  to  ask  the  assistance  of 
the  British  consul  in  Valparaiso,  who  did  not  render  him  any,  but  recommended 
him  to  ^0  on  board  and  claim  the  boys.  Gaptain  McPherson  went  on  board  and 
saw  both  boys,  and  actually  had  hold  of  one  of  them.  Fearing,  however,  to 
cause  any  disturbance  on  board  the  St.  Mary's,  he  did  not  struggle  to  retain  the 
boy  he  had  hold  of,  and  the  two  concealed  themselves. 

Gaptain  McPherson  then  saw  the  commander  of  the  St.  Mary's,  who  offered  to 
muster  the  crew,  which  was  done;  but,  of  course,  the  deserters  did  not  present 
themselves.  The  commander  said  it  was  too  much  trouble  to  look  for  them, 
and  Gaptain  McPherson  had  to  leave  without  them,  his  ship  being  then  under 
orders  to  proceed  to  sea.    He  sailed,  therefore,  short  of  hands,  and  at  his  dis- 
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charging  and  loading  ports  kad  to  employ  laborers  to  discharge  and  load  his 
vessel,  and  had  to  ship  two  hands  as  sabstitntes,  for  the  homeward  yojage,  at 
a  high  rate.  Particulars  of  the  expenses  incurred  are  annexed.  As  the  Cnzeo 
is  abont  to  sail  again,  I  am  obtaining  from  the  captain  a  statement  of  the  facts 
of  the  case,  in  the  form  of  a  declaration,  in  the  event  of  such  being  reqinied  bj 
your  lordship. 

I  may  mention  that  at  the  time  the  boys  deserted  the  St  Mary's  was  much  in 
want  of  men,  and  was  offering  eveiy  inducement  to  get  them. 
I  am,  dec,  &c, 

WILLIAM  NICOL. 

Earl  Russkll,  ^.,  ^.,  ^e. 

Expenses  incurred  hy  Captain  McPherson  otoing  to  the  deteyUian  of  his  two 
apprentices  on  board  the  St.  Mary's, 

For  labor  discharging  at  Tortorabello S9  00 

For  labor  loading  at  Ghaneral 42  52 

51  52 

Together  $51  52  at  4*.  5J.  per  dollar oCO  13  2 

For  wages  of  two  substitutes  for  the  homeward  voyage  to  Swansea.      29  13  0 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Washington,  August  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  com- 
munications which  Lord  Lyons  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  on  the  2d  and 
13th  of  June,  respecting  the  sinking  of  the  British  schooner  Sylvanus,  and  the 
imprisonment  of  her  crew. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  instructed  me  to  express  to  you  their  regret 
that  they  are  unable  to  regard  the  explanations  which  were  enclosed  as  entiiely 
satisfactory.  Upon  the  first  question,  indeed,  the  sinking  of  the  Sylvanus, 
her  Majesty's  government  conceive  that  an  adequate  excuse  has  been  offered, 
for  it  now  appears  that  the  Sylvanus  refused  to  obey  the  summons  of  tbe 
belligerent,  and  took  her  chance  of  escape.  Her  fate  would,  therefore,  seem 
to  be  the  consequence  of  an  unlawful  disobedience  to  a  lawftd  command. 
But  the  belligerent  had  no  right  to  fire  shell  in  the  first  instance,  even  though 
he  fired  it  wide  of  the  vessel,  and  her  Majesty's  government  considers  that  it  is 
very  important  that  the  acknowledged  rule  of  firing  in  blank,  in  the  first  instance, 
should  not  be  deviated  from. 

With  regard  to  the  placing  the  men  in  irons,  her  Majesty's  government  arc 
^ad  to  see  that  the  practice  is  not  justified,  and  is  said  to  be  contrary  to  order; 
but  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but  think  the  excuse  for  it  on  this  occa- 
sion inadequate.  The  United  States  government  cannot  suppose  that  neutnds 
will  ever  consent  to  the  attempts  continually  being  made,  during  this  war,  to  ex- 
tend, in  various  ways,  the  severe  right  of  blockade,  and  to  treat  captured  neu- 
trals as  enemies. 

The  reference  to  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  New  Brunswick,  and  of  the 
Queen's  Bench,  in  the  extradition  question,  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government 
to  be  wholly  irrelevant. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  perceive  that  these  decisions,  which  were 
lawfully  given  by  lawful  courts,  upon  a  different  matter,  have  any  connexion 
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whatever  with  the  blockade*  or  with  the  obligationB  of  the  belligerents  towards  the 
neutral,  as  to  the  means  of  enforcing  the  blockade,  and  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment has  directed  me  to  repeat  that  they  cannot  consent  that  the  crews  of  cap- 
tured British  vessels,  composed  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  should  be  punished 
by  penal  treatment,  which  does  not  lawfully  belong  to  the  offence  of  breaking 
a  blockade. 

In  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government  the  present  case  raises  the  ques- 
tion of  principle  more  broadly,  perhaps,  than  any  other,  as  it  appears  that  the  crew 
of  the  Sylvanus  were  detained  and  imprisoned,  when  no  proceedings  whatever 
before  any  prize  court,  on  the  part  of  the  captors,  were  taken  or  contemplated. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  accordingly  directed  me  to  make  to  you,  in 
friendly  terms,  a  representation  on  the  subject,  and  to  say  that  they  are  con- 
vinced that,  on  ftirther  reflection,  you  will  give  your  assent  to  the  principle  laid 
down  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 


WashIxVOTON,  Av^ust  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Charles  A.  Knssell,  who  states  that 
he  is  captain  of  the  British  sloop  Bacer,  of  Nassau,  N.  P.;  that  he  was  captured 
flf  Bull's  bay  by  the  United  States  schooner  Hope,  on  the  Ist  instant ;  that  his 
vessel  had  no  cargo,  and  that  his  register  and  clearance  papers  were  all  legal 
and  correct.  After  a  delav  of  a  week  off  Charleston,  under  protest,  he  was  sent 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  where  he  now  is,  in  tow  of  a  gunboat.  The  sloop's  papers 
he  informs  me  are  detained  by  Admiral  Dahlgren,  at  Port  Eoyal.  The  sloop 
itself  hauled  ashore,  stripped  and  nearly  wrecked,  whilst  himself  and  crew  were 
held  as  prisoners,  without  any  trial  or  investigation. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  cause  the  Navy  Department  to  make  an  investigation 
of  this  case,  in  order  that  if  wrong  has  been  inflicted,  redress  may  be  offered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.t  ^r. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  September  1,  1864. 

Si  R ':  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  lettei^ 
from  a  Mr.  A.  N.  Thompson,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  her  Majesty's 
consul  at  New  York,  relative  to  the  liability  of  British  subjects  to  military  ser- 
vice, from  the  mere  fact  of  their  having  voted  at  school  meetings. 

1  should  be  glad  to  be  informed,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  whether  a  State 
election  and  a  school  meeting  are  to  be  considered  to  be  on  the  same  footing  as 
regards  citizenship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  I^.,-^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Thompgon  to  British  Consul,  New  York, 

Norfolk,  St.  Lawrbncb  County,  New  York, 

August  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  write  at  the  solicitation  of  several  British  subjects  resident  in  the 
United  States  with  their  families.  The  United  States  goyernment  claims  from 
them  military  service  because  they  have  assumed  to  be  citizens  by  voting  in 
school  meetings.  You  will  understand  that  these  British  subjects  sent  their 
children  to  those  schools,  and  were  taxed  for  their  support.  I  will  be  greatly 
obliged  if  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  reply  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Can  they  beheld? 

BespectfuUy  yours, 

A.  N.  THOMPSON. 
British  Consul,  New  York. 


Mr.  F.  TV.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord  Lyons's  commu- 
nication of  the  25th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  two  apprentices  alleged  to 
have  deserted  from  the  British  bark  Cuzco,  and  to  have  been  taken  on  ooard 
the  United  States  ship-of-war  St.  Mary's.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn 
you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  that  communication  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  with  a  view  to  procuring  the  desired  information. 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 


J.  Hume  Burnlbv,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  fieferring  to  Lord  Lyons's  communications  of  the  17th  and  24th  uldmo, 
in  regard  to  the  enlistment  under  age,  without  parental  consent,  of  John  Arthur 
Vemer,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the 
29th  ultimo  from  the  War  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 


J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^tr.,  ifc. 


Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  August  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  note 
from  Lord  Lyons  relative  to  the  improper  enlistment  of  John  Arthur  Vemer,  a 
minor,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  request  that  you  will  notify 
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the  British  minister  of  the  rules  of  this  department,  and  the  evidence  required 
for  the  discharge  of  minors,  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  4,  1864, 
as  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  circular  letter  from  tiie  Adjutant  General's 
office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  DANA, 
AifistatU  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtoni  September  3, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  of  Nassau,  and,  in 
reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  who  has  been  requested  to  investigate  the  case,  with  a  view  to  the 
adoption  of  such  proceedings  as  the  result  may  call  for. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4<^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  September  4,  1864. 

Sir:  In  the  letter  from  the  Navy  Department,  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  forwarding  to  me  on  the  25th  ultimo,  relative  to  a  permission  to  enable  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  to  visit  the  receiving-ship  at  the  Brooklyn  navy 
yard,  with  a  view  of  collecting  evidence  as  to  enlistment  of  British  subjects,  it 
IS  stated  that  this  permission  would  not  be  withheld  from  the  consul  or  his  de- 
puty to  visit  any  designated  person  or  persons  on  board  that  ship  for  a  stated 
and  reasonable  purpose. 

Her  Majesty's  consul,  acting  on  these  instructions,  has  invariably,  in  address- 
ihg  Rear- Admiral  Paulding,  designated  the  persons  he  wished  to  see,  and 
stated  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  As  his  letters,  however,  have  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  remained  unacknowledged,  and  access  has  been  deban^  to  the  re- 
ceiving-ship, I  venture  to  bring  this  question  again  before  yon,  in  the  hope 
that  her  Majesty's  consul  may  at  length  receive  that  pennission  without  which 
the  investigation  into  such  cases  of  supposed  illegal  enlistment  would  be  ren- 
dered quite  nugatory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed,  ifc.,  ^c,,  ^c. 
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Mr.  F.  TV.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  Lord  LjonB*&  comnmnication  of  the  30th  of  July  last,  rela- 
tive to  the  desire  of  Messrs.  McDonald,  Brothers  6c  Company  to  visit  Mempbw, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2d  in- 
stant from  the  War  Department  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 


Joseph  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  8fc.,  ^,  Sfc. 


Aeting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  September  2, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  August,  relative  to  the  desire  of 
Messrs.  McDonald,  Brothers  6c  Go.  to  visit  Memphis,  communicated  to  yoa 
through  Lord  Lyons,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  yon 
that  Major  General  Washburn  reports,  that,  under  existing  orders,  private  par- 
ties are  not  allowed  to  purchase  cotton  or  other  products  of  insurrectionary  dis- 
tricts within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

Your  communication  of  the  12th  ultimo  upon  the  same  subject,  which  was 
also  referred  to  General  Washburn,  has  not  yet  been  returned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Septembers,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4th 
instant  in  regard  to  obstacles  in  the  way  of  her  Majesty's  consul  visiting  the 
receiving-ship  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  with  a  view  to  the  coUectibn  of  evi- 
dence as  to  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  invited  the  particular  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  September  9,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  been  requested  by  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia  to  acquaint  you  with  the  enclosed  orders  in  council,  directing  tliat 
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vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States,  entering  or  approaching  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  harbor  of  Halifax, 
shall  in  future  anchor  in  the  usual  man-of-war  anchorage  abreast  of  the  navy 
yard. 

I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  would  be  good  enough  to  cause  this  order 
to  be  made  generally  known  to  all  commanders  of  federal  cruisers  likely  to  visit 
that  port. 

It  has  been  adopted  solely  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  in  the  most  impartial 
manner  the  orders  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  for  the  observance  of  a  strict  neu- 
trality towards  both  belligerents,  and  I  feel  convinced  that  the  federal  authori- 
ties will  be  happy  to  afford  every  assistance  towards  effecting  that  object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc,  Sfr.,  S^c. 


ORDERS  m  COUNCIL. 

GOVBRNMBNT  HousB,  August  29,  1864. 
(Extract  from  minutes.) 

Executive  Council. 

Present :  His  excellency  Sir  Richard  Graves  Macdonnell,  G.  B.,  lieutenant 
governor,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. ;  the  honorable  Charles  Tupper,  provincial  secretary ; 
honorable  W.  A.  Henry,  attorney  general ;  honorable  James  McNab,  receiver 
general ;  honorable  Isaac  Le  Vesconte,  financial  secretary ;  honorable  S. 
Leonard  Shannon. 

It  is  ordered^  That  if  any  ship-of-war  or  privateer  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  of  the  States  calling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
shall  come  into  the  port  of  Halifax,  or  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her 
Majesty  in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  port,  every  such  vessel-of-war  or  privateer 
aforesaid  shall  immediately  come  to  anchor  off  the  naval  yard,  unless  prevented 
by  stress  of  weather ;  and  in  the  latter  event,  shall  be  required  to  anchor  as 
aforesaid  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit. 

Pilots  and  all  other  officers  of  the  port  are  commanded  (on  boarding  or  hailing 
any  such  ship  or  privateer)  to  communicate  the  foregoing  order  to  the  chi^ 
officer  on  duty  of  every  ship-of-war  or  privateer  aforesaid. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  H.  THORNE, 

Clerk  Executive  Council, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  September  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  Lord  Lyons,  on  the  12th  July,  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  her 
Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  had  caused  the  reso- 
lution of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake 
to  be  communicated  to  the  magistrate  who  had  charge  of  that  Vessel  at  Halifax, 
and  to  Sir  Samuel  Cunard. 

I  beg  now  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  colonial  officer,  which  gives 
Mr.  Secretary  Card  well's  reasons  for  not  forwarding  to  the  judge  of  the  admi- 
ralty court  at  Halifax  a  copy  of  the  4th  resolution  of  that  chamber,  which 
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contains  an  acknowledgment  of  his  upright  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  above- 
mentioned  yessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  jour  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfr.^  Sfc. 


J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 


Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. 


Downing  Strbbt,  Ju/y  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Secretiirj  Gardwell  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce  with  re^ird  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 

I  am  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Cardwell  has  not  deemed  it  expedient 
to  forward  to  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  court  at  Halifax  a  copy  of  the  fourth 
resolution,  which  contains  an  acknowledgment  of  his  upright  proceedings  in  the 
matter. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  decision  of  the  judge  was  founded  on  the 
perfectly  pure  and  impartial  motives  which  befit  his  trust  and  characterize  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  British  courts ;  and  Mr.  Cardwell  has  thought 
that  it  would  be  unsuitable  to  convey  to  him  anything  in  the  nature  of  compli- 
ment from  that  one  of  the  two  parties  before  mm  in  whose  favor  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  pronounce  his  judgment. 
I  am,  &c., 

T,  FRED.  H.  ELLIOT, 

£.  Hammond,. Esq.,  ^c,  Sfv.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 


British  Legation, 
Washingtim,  September  10,  1864. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg^  d'afiieures  in  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  attentively  considered  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  of  inquiry  held  at  Boston  on  the  conduct  of  Commander 
Trenchard,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  in  firing  on  the  steams 
Margaret  and  Jessie,  off  the  coast  of  Eleuthera,  of  which  proceeding  copies 
were  enclosed  in  the  note  which  Mr.  Seward  did  Lord  Lyons  the  honor  to  ad 
dress  to  him  on  the  23d  of  June  last. 

The  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  her  Majesty's 
government  are  satisfied  that,  upon  the  evidence  adduced,  the  court  of  inquiry 
was  justified  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  territorial  rights  of  her  Majesty 
had  not  been  violated,  and  that  there  had  been  no  intention  on  the  part  of  Com- 
mander Trenchard  to  violate  those  territorial  rights. 

But  the  undersigned  must  nevertheless  observe,  that  although  it  is  shown 
that  the  Rhode  Ishnd  never  fired  at  a  less  distance  than  four  miles  from  the 
shore,  the  evidence  as  to  the  distance  from  land  of  the  Margaret  and  Jessie 
when  the  last  shot  or  shots  were  fired  is  much  less  distinct ;  and  her  Majesty's 
government  are  unable  to  consider  that  it  was  proved  conclusively  before  the 
court  of  inquiry  that  at  the  time  when  these  last  shots  were  fired  the  Margaret 
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and  Jessie  may  not  have  been  within  three  miles  from  the  shore  The  under- 
signed has  further  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  he  is  instructed  by  his 
government  to  call  the  attention  of  the  tTnited  States  government  to  a  matter  of 
very  considerable  importance  arising  out  of  this  case,  namely,  the  bearing  on 
the  territorial  limits  of  three  miles  beyond  the  sea-shore  which  the  more  power- 
ful artillery  no\f  constructed  may  involve.  The  Parrott  gun  which  was  used  on 
board  the  Rhode  Island  is  stated  by  Gonmiander  Trenchard  in  his  evidence  be- 
fore the  court  of  inquiry,  (page  7  of  the  proceedings,)  to  carry  a  distance  of  five 
miles;  and  he  also  expresses  an  opinion,  although  not  so  positively,  that  the  range 
of  the  Dahlgren  30-pounder  rifle  gun  was  as  great  as  that  of  the  Parrott.  In 
the  present  instance  shot  fired  from  the  Rhode  Island  appear  to  have  reached  the 
shore,  notwithstanding  that  that  vessel  did  not  approach  within  four  miles  of  the 
land ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  use  of  weapons  of  this  description,  wheH  fired 
at  that  distance  towards  the  shore,  is  calculated  not  only  to  inftinge  neutral  juris- 
diction by  falling  within  neutral  waters,  but  also  seriously  to  endanger  life  and 
property  on  neutral  territory  itself. 

The  undersigned  is.  accordingly  directed  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  ex- 
press to  the  United  States  government  their  hope  that  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment will  concur  with  them  in  opinion  that  vessels  should  not  fire  towards  a 
neutral  shore  at  a  less  distance  than  that  which  would  insure  shot  not  falling  in 
neutral  waters  or  on  neutral  territory. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Mr  Seward  the 
assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  31st  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the 
British  sloop  Racer,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  letter  of  the  7th  in- 
stant upon  the  subject  has  been  received  frqpi  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
which  that  officer  states  that  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren  will  be  instructed  to  make 
a  full  report  to  that  department  of  all  the  facts  relating  to  the  case,  which,  when 
received  here,  will  at  once  be  communicated  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley 


m  Department  of  Stam. 

Washington,  Sepm^er  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your^lommunication  of 
the  9th  instant,  with  regard  to  orders  which  have  recently  been  promulgated  by 
the  executive  council  of  Nova  Scotia,  relative  to  vessels-of-war  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  on  their  approaching  or  enter- 
ing the  harbor  of  Halifax.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  copy  of 
that  communication  has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  UuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  1^^  1^.,  1^. 
45c* 
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Mr,  Setifard  to  Jiflr,  Burfdey. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WashingioH,  Septtfnber  13,  1864. 

8iR :  This  department  ha£  been  informed  that  the  Bteamer  Mair,  which  for 
merly,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandra,  was  charged  in  the  British  courts  witk 
having  been  built  for  the  naval  service  of  the  insurgents,  has  arrived  at  Hali&x 
for  the  supposed  purpose  of  there  being  armed  and  equipped  for  that  serrioe. 
It  is  consequently  suggested  that  you  communicate  with  the  governor  of  Nora 
Scotia,  in  order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  against  the  United  States 
and  their  shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  effect  Anom  any  port  within  his  joiiB- 
diction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedi^it  serrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  September  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  Arfi 
date,  relative  to  the  probable  proceedings  of  the  steamer  Mary  in  the  port  of 
Halifax,  and  I  beg  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I  forwarded  at  once  a  copy  of  your 
note  to  his  excellency  the  lieutenant-eovemor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward,  ifc,y  ifc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  of  State, 

Waehington,  September  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  of  the  10th  instant,  addressed  to  him  bj 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg6  d'affiures,  in  which,  in- 
ferring to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inauiry  held  at  Boston  on  the  condod 
of  Cknamander  Trenchard,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  is 
firing  on  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  off  the  coast  of  Eleuthera,  Mr.  Bonilej 
states  that  he  is  directed  by  her  Majestv's  government  to  express  to  that « 
the  United  States  their  hope  that  the  Unit^  States  government  will  concur 
with  them  in  opinion  that  vessels  should  not  fire  toward  a  neutral  shore  at  s 
less  distance  than  that  which  would  insure  shot  not  falling  in  neutral  waten. 
or  on  neutral  territory. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Burnley,  in  reply,  diat  the 
proposition  which  has  thus  been  made  by  her  Majesty's  government  will  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  other  maritime  powers,  in  order  that  if  any  change 
shall  be  made  it  may  be  general. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Burnley  the 
assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.^  ifc  ifc. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  September  16,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  to  jour  notice  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  a  man  named  Gteorge  W.  Hntcheeon,  who  states  that  he  is  a 
British  subject,  and  of  the  paragraph  No.  4  of  General  Orders  No.  36,  of  the 
district  of  Yicksburg,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  his  letter. 

Yon  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Hntcheson,  who  appears  to  be  a  respectable  man, 
and  to  have  already  suffered  great  losses  by  the  war,  would  be  by  this  order 
rednced  to  the  alternative  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
government,  or  of  being  deprived  of  the  only  means  of  supporting  himself  and 
his  family. 

I  beg  you  to  take  this  case  into  your  favorable  consideration,  and  I  should  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  could  enable  me  to  give  Mr.  Hntcheson  some 
assurance  of  being  able  to  continue  in  his  present  situation  without  his  being 
obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  government. 

1  nave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Spc.,  Sfc.,  Sfe. 


Mr,  Hutcheson  to  Lard  Lyons, 

ViCK&tBURO,  Miss.,  September  3,  1864. 

Mv  Lord:  I  enclose  copy  of  orders  published  here  for  regulation  of  trade 
stores,  and  respectfully  call  vour  attention  to  article  four  thereof,  to  the  effect 
that  none  shall  be  employed,  or  admitted,  in  any  capacity,  in  any  such  store, 
who  has  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  government.  My 
lord,  I  have  been  residing  in  this  citv  for  some  years,  and,  through  depredations 
of  confederate  soldiers  and  losses  by  fire,  been  deprived  of  ^  I  possessed. 
Since  the  federal  occupation  of  this  place  I  have  been  employed  as  a  book- 
keeper, and  I  most  respectfully  ask  information  from  your  lordship  if,  unless  I 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  government,  I  am,  by  military 
authority,  to  be  forbidden  to  use  the  only  means  I  now  possess  of  subsisting  my 
family.  I  have  strictly  obsei'ved  the  neutrality  proclamation  of  her  Majesty, 
and  have  at  all  times  been  ready  to  perform  any  duty  that  could  be  required  of 
me  as  a  subject  of  her  Majesty. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  W.  HUTCHESON. 

The  Lord  Lyons,  ^c,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


[Extract.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Yicksburg, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  September  2,  1864. 
•  ••••• 

IV.. No  person  keeping  a  trade,  supply,  sutler,  or  other  store  shall  employ 
and  admit  into  his  or  her  place  of  business  as  a  clerk,  partner,  assistant,  or 
otherwise,  any  person  who  has  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  govern- 
ment of  tibe  United  States. 

By  order  of  Major  General  N.  J.  T.  Dana. 

H.aRODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
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Mr.  Setoard  to  2flr,  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  Septepiber  13,  1864. 

8iR :  This  department  has  been  informed  that  the  steamer  Mair,  which  for 
merly,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandra,  was  charged  in  the  British  courts  witk 
having  been  built  for  the  naval  service  of  the  insurgents,  has  arrived  at  Halifkx 
for  the  supposed  purpose  of  there  being  armed  and  equipped  for  that  service. 
It  is  consequentlv  suggested  that  you  communicate  with  the  governor  of  Noti 
Scotia,  in  order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  against  the  United  States 
and  their  shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  effect  fh)m  any  port  within  his  juris- 
diction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  senrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  September  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  day's 
date,  relative  to  the  probable  proceedings  of  the  steamer  Mary  in  the  port  of 
Halifax,  and  I  beg  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I  forwarded  at  once  a  copy  of  your 
note  to  his  excellency  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

Waehington,  September  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  bonor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  of  the  10th  instant,  addressed  to  him  bj 
J.  Hume  Buraley,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'affiures,  in  which,  re- 
ferring to  the  proceedmgs  of  a  court  of  inauiry  held  at  Boston  on  the  condaet 
of  Oosmander  Trenchard,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  in 
firing  on  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  off  the  coast  of  Eleuthera,  Mr.  Bumlej 
states  that  he  is  directed  by  her  Majestv's  government  to  express  to  that  of 
the  United  States  their  hope  that  the  Unit^  Stat^  government  will  concur 
with  them  in  opinion  that  vessels  should  not  fire  toward  a  neutral  shore  at  a 
less  distance  than  that  which  would  insure  shot  not  idling  in  neutral  waters, 
or  on  neutral  territory. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Burnley,  in  reply,  that  dte 
reposition  which  has  thus  been  made  by  her  Majesty's  government  will  be 
•rought  to  the  attention  of  other  maritime  powers,  in  order  that  if  any  change 
shall  be  made  it  may  be  general. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Burnley  the 
assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Bvrnlev,  Esq.,  ifc.,  dfc^  4^. 


b] 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  September  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  to  jour  notice  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  a  man  named  Gteorge  W.  Hntcheeon,  who  states  that  he  is  a 
British  subject,  and  of  the  paragraph  No.  4  of  General  Orders  No.  36,  of  the 
district  of  Vicksburg,  to  which  refBrence  is  made  in  his  letter. 

You  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Hutcheson,  who  appears  to  be  a  respectable  man, 
and  to  have  already  suffered  great  losses  by  the  war,  would  be  by  this  order 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
government,  or  of  being  deprived  of  the  only  means  of  supporting  himself  and 
his  family. 

I  beg  you  to  take  this  case  into  your  favorable  consideration,  and  I  should  be 
very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  could  enable  me  to  give  Mr.  Hutcheson  some 
assurance  of  being  able  to  continue  in  his  present  situation  without  his  being 
oblieed  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ifc,,  ife. 


Mr,  Hutcheson  to  Lord  Lyons, 

ViCKSBURO,  Miss.,  September  3,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  enclose  copy  of  orders  published  here  for  regulation  of  trade 
stores,  and  respectfully  call  vour  attention  to  article  four  thereof,  to  the  effect 
that  none  shall  be  employed,  or  admitted,  in  any  capacity,  in  any  such  store, 
who  has  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  government.  My 
lord,  I  have  been  residing  in  this  city  for  some  years,  and,  through  depredations 
of  confederate  soldiers  and  losses  by  fire,  been  deprived  of  all  I  possessed. 
Since  the  federal  occupation  of  this  place  I  have  been  employed  as  a  book- 
keeper, and  I  most  respectfully  ask  information  from  your  lordship  if,  unless  I 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  government,  I  am,  by  military 
authority,  to  be  forbidden  to  use  the  only  means  I  now  possess  of  subsisting  my 
family.  I  have  strictly  obsei-ved  the  neutrality  proclamation  of  her  Majesty, 
and  have  at  all  times  been  ready  to  perform  any  duty  that  could  be  required  of 
me  as  a  subject  of  her  Majesty. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  W.  HUTCHESON. 

The  Lord  Lyons,  ^c,  ^.,  Sfc. 


[Extract.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Vicksburg, 

Vicksburg,  Miss,,  September  2,  1864. 
•  ••••• 

I  v..  No  person  keeping  a  trade,  supply,  sutler,  or  other  store  shall  employ 
and  admit  into  his  or  her  place  of  business  as  a  clerk,  partner,  assistant,  or 
otherwise,  any  person  who  nas  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  Major  General  N.  J.  T.  Dana. 

H.O.RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  September  16, 1864. 

Sir:  Lord  Lyons  in  his  note  of  the  15th  Jnne  had  the  honor  of  addroenng 
yon  on  the  subject  of  the  nefarious  practices  resorted  to  by  unscrupulous  per- 
sons in  seducing  youths  from  their  nomes  in  Canada,  and  inducing  them  to 
enlist  in  the  United  States  army.  His  lordship's  note  called  attention  to  the 
observations  made  on  this  subject  by  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Buffalo  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  despatch,  which  formed  the  enclosure  of  the  above-mentioned 
note,  and  suggested  for  your  consideration  whether  the  United  States  govern- 
ment should  not  take  some  measure  to  discountenance  and  frustrate  the  illegal 
and  improper  practices  alluded  to. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  this  is  a  subject  which  engages  largely  the  attention 
of  the  governor  general  of  Canada  and  her  Majesty's  government,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  any  measures  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  might 
adopt  towards  helping  to  frustrate  such  practices  would  prove  most  acceptable 
both  to  the  Canadian  authorities  and  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BDRNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  of  State, 

Waskingtonf  September  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  30th  day  of  May  last  Commander  Trenchard,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  while  chasing  the  insurgent  vessel  the  Mai^aret 
and  Jessie,  in  the  open  sea,  off  the  coast  of  Eleuthera,  in  the  Bahamas,  fired  at 
her  at  least  one  cannon-shot,  which  is  alleged  to  have  i*eachcd  the  neutral  coast 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  thereupon  complained  to  this  government 
that  the  Rhode  Isiaud  had  come  and  was  within  the  distance  of  a  marine  league, 
or  three  miles  from  the  shore,  when  the  cannon-ball  was  fired.  On  investigatiog 
the  complaint  it  did  not  satisfactorily  appear  that  a  cannon-ball  was  fired  by  the 
chaser  within  the  distance  of  three  miles  fix)m  the  land ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  was  established  that  a  Parrott  gun,  which  was  discharged,  had  a  range  of  ^rt 
miles,  and  that  a  ball  from  it  might  have  reached  the  neutral  shore,  although 
fired  outside  of  the  line  of  maritime  jurisdiction.  Upon  this  state  of  fiicts  her 
Majesty's  government  have,  through  you,  expressea  a  hope  that  the  United 
States  will  concur  with  the  British  government  in  opinion  that  vessels  should  not 
fire  towards  a  neutral  shore  at  a  less  distance  than  that  which  would  insure  shot 
not  falling  in  neutral  waters,  or  in  a  neutral  territory.  To  this  suggestion  I  at 
once  replied,  by  order  of  the  President,  that  the  subject  would  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  other  maritime  powers,  in  order  that,  if  any  change  of  the  existing 
construction  of  the  maritime  law  should  be  made,  it  should  first  receive  the  as- 
sent of  all  the  great  maritime  states. 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  subject,  although  now  abstractly  pre- 
sented, may  soon  become  a  practical  question.  Spain  claims  a  maritime  juris- 
diction of  six  miles  around  the  island  of  Cuba.  In  pressing  this  claim  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  United  States,  Spain  has  used  the  argument  that  the 
modem  improvement  in  gunnery  renders  the  ancient  limit  of  a  marine  league  in- 
adequate to  the  security  of  neutral  states. 
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When  it  was  anderstood  at  Paris  that  an  engagement  was  likely  to  come  off 
before  Cherbourg,  between  the  United  States  ship-of-war  Kearsarge  and  the 
pirate  Alabama,  the  French  government  remonstrated  with  both  parties  against 
firing  within  the  actual  reach  of  the  shore  by  cannon-balls  fired  n*om  their  ves- 
sels, on  the  ground  that  the  effect  of  a  collision  near  the  coast  would  be  painful 
to  France. 

For  these  reasons  I  think  that  the  subject  may  now  be  profitably  discussed ; 
but  there  are  some  preliminary  considerations  which  it  is  deemed  important  to 
submit  to  her  Majesty's  government :  First.  That  the  United  States,  being  a 
belligerent,  now  when  the  other  maritime  states  are  at  peace,  are  entitled  to  all 
the  advantages  of  the  existing  construction  of  maritime  law,  and  cannot,  without 
serious  inconvenience,  forego  Qiem.  Secondly.  That  the  United  States,  adhering 
in  war,  no  less  than  when  they  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  to  their  tradi- 
tional liberality  towards  neutral  rights,  are  not  unwilling  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing upon  the  novel  question  which  has  thus  been  raised  **  in  consequence 
of  the  improvement  in  gunnery."  But,  thirdly.  It  is  manifestly  proper  and  im- 
portant that  any  such  new  construction  of  the  maritime  law  as  Great  Britain  sug- 
gests should  be  reduced  to  the  form  of  a  precise  proposition,  and  then  that  it 
should  receive,  in  some  manner,  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  reciprocal  and  ubliga- 
toiT  acknowledgments  from  the  principal  maritime  powers. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  note  you  have  addressed  to  me,  the  sugges- 
tions of  her  Majesty's  government  seem  to  me  to  be  expressed  in  too  general  terms 
to  be  made  the  basis  of  a  discussion.  Suppose,  by  way  of  illustration,  that  the 
utmost  range  of  cannon  now  is  five  miles,  are  her  Majesty's  government  understood 
to  propose  that  the  marine  boundary  of  neutral  jurisdiction,  which  is  now  three 
miles  from  the  coast,  should  be  extended  two  miles  beyond  the  present  limit? 
Again,  if  cannon-shot  are  to  be  fired  so  as  to  fall  not  only  not  upon  neutral  land,  but 
also  not  upon  neutral  waters,  then  supposing  the  range  of  cannon-shot  to  be  five 
miles,  are  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  understood  as  proposing  that  cannon- 
shot  shall  not  be  fired  within  a  distance  of  eight  miles  from  the  neutral  territory  ? 
Finally,  shall  measure-distances  be  excluded  altogether  from  the  statement,  and 
the  proposition  to  be  agreed  upon  be  left  to  extend  with  the  increased  range  of 
gunnery  ;  or  shall  there  be  a  pronounced  limit  of  jurisdiction,  whether  five  mUes, 
eight  miles,  or  any  other  measured  limit  1 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  submit  these  suggestions  to  your  government, 
to  the  end  that  they  may  define,  with  necessary  precision,  the  amendment  of 
maritime  law  which  they  think  important,  and  upon  which  they  aie  willing  to 
agree  with  the  pther  great  maritime  powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMU  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.y  ^., 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  September  16,  1864. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  relative  to  a  permission  to  en- 
able her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  to  visit  the  receiving-ship  at  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard,  with  a  view  to  collect  evidence  in  regard  to  the  enlistment 
of  British  subjects,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  12th  instant  upon  the  subject,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILUAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  BuriNLBY,  Esq ,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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lUr.  WeUes  to  Mr,  Seward 


Navy  Dbpartment, 

September  12, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  note  from  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq. 

Directions  have  been  given  by  the  department  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy 
yard  at  New  York  to  permit  the  British  consul  or  his  deputy  to  interrogate  any 
designated  individual  under  his  command  who  may  claim  to  be  a  British  sub- 
ject and  to  be  illegally  detained. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Washington,  September  17, 1864. 

Sir:  Lord  Lyons  in  his  note  of  April  11,  of  this  year,  had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing you  on  the  subject  of  cotton  owned  by  British  subjects  in  Louisiana 
and  the  neighboring  States,  as  represented  to  him  by  her  Majesty's  consul  at 
New  Orleans,  copies  of  whose  despatches  were  enclosed  in  the  above-mentioned 
note 

Lord  Lyons's  note  had,  however,  special  reference  to  a  claim  of  a  Miss  Murray, 
who  made  oath  that  she  was  a  British  subject,  and  stated  that  one  hundred  and  seven 
bales  of  cotton  belonging  to  her  on  a  plantation  in  Jefferson  county,  Mississippi! 
had  been  seizied  by  General  Ellet,  of  the  United  States  marine  brigade.  At 
the  same  time  the  suggestion  put  forward  by  her  Majesty's  acting  consul  at  New 
Orleans,  with  a  view  to  the  security  of  cotton  the  property  of  British  subjects, 
was  particularly  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

You  were  good  enough  to  state,  in  your  reply  of  the  15th  of  the  same  month, 
that  you  had  communicated  a  copy  of  Lord  Lyons's  note,  with  its  enclosure,  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  requesting  that  Miss  Murray's  complaint  might  be  in- 
vestigated, with  a  view  to  such  proceedings  as  might  be  requisite,  and  calling 
bis  attention  generally  to  the  subject  as  represented  by  his  lordship. 

I  should  feel  very  greatly  obliged  if  you  would  inform  me  whether  this  matter 
has  indeed  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  whether  I  may 
soon  expect  to  receive  something  further  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

H6n.  William  H.  Sbward,  i^c,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WaeAington,  September  17,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th 
instant,  and  of  its  accompaniment  from  the  colonial  office,  in  which  are  given  the 
reasons  for  not  forwarding  to  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  court  at  HaHftx  a 
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copy  of  the  fourth  resohitioii  of  the  New  York  Ohamber  of  OomBeroe»  contain- 
ing an  acknowledgment  of  his  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.    In 
reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  a  copy  of  that  communication  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  New  York. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  seryant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HUMB  BURNLBY,  Esq.,  8fC.,  ifC.,  ifC. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bundey, 


Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WathingUm,  September  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  our  previous  correspondence  in  regard  to  permission  for  the 
British  consul  at  New  York  to  visit  British  subjects,  and  to  my  communication 
of  the  16th  instant  respecting  the  matter,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of 
a  letter  of  the  17th  instant  nrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  its  accom- 
paniment, providing  an  arrangement  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  satisfactory. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAJi  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^n^.,  ^v.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt, 

September  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  private  note  of  the  7th  instant  from  J.  Hnme 
Burnley,  esquire,  in  regsu^  to  permission  for  the  British  consul  at  New  York  to 
visit  designated  British  subjects  on  board  the  receiving-ship. 

On  the  12th  instant,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  I  informed  you  thiCt  instructions  had  been  given  to  Rear- Admiral  Pauld- 
ing on  the  subject  referred  to.  That  the  matter  may  be  fully  understood,  I 
enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  those  instructions.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  reply 
of  Rear- Admiral  Paulding  to  the  complaints  of  the  British  consul,  communicated 
in  the  note  of  Mr.  Burnley  which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Welle$  to  Admiral  PmMmg. 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt, 

September  12,  1864. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  State,  in  relation  to  an  alleged  refusal  by  you  of  permission  to  a 
clerk  or  deputy  of  the  British  consul  at  New  York  to  visit  persons  supposed  to 
be  British  subjects,  illegally  detained  on  board  the  recruiting  ship  North  Carolina. 

The  department  does  not  desire  you  to  withhold  permission  from  the  consul, 
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or  a  proper  person  delegated  by  him,  to  interrogate  any  designated  individual 
under  your  command,  who  may  claim  to  be  a  British  subject,  and  to  have  been 
illegally  or  improperly  enlisted  or  detained. 

Any  examination  of  this  kind,  made  of  a  recruit,  should  take  place  in  presence 
of  a  proper  officer,  and  not  on  board  the  receiving-ship,  but  elsewhere  in  the 
yard. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Chmmandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Admiral  Paulding  to  Mr.  Welles. 

Navv  Yard,  New  York, 

September  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  department's  letter  in  relation  to  the  complaint  of  the 
British  consul,  that  his  letters  to  me  remain  unanswered,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  all  letters  from  him  that  seemed  to  call  for  a  reply  have  been  dolj 
attended  to. 

To  his  complaint  that  he  has  not  free  access  to  men  who  claim  the  protection 
of  his  government,  I  reply  that  1  have  no  recollection  of  any  instance  of  the 
kind,  where  the  man  has  been  named,  and  the  request  been  officially  made. 
Some  time  since  the  acting  British  consul  sent  a  clerk  of  his  office  with  a  note, 
requesting  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  North  Carolina  to 
converse  with  her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,  and,  not  recognizing  the  £ict 
that  we  had  such  people  there,  refused  the  privilege  of  his  going  for  that  porpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  PAULDING,  CammandoMU 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

WoihingUm,  September  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16tli 
nstant,  in  which,  referring  to  Lord  Lyons's  note  of  the  15th  of  June  last,  ood- 
cemiiig  the  nefarious  practices  resorted  to  by  unscrupalous  persons  in  sedacing 
youths  from  their  homes  in  Canada,  and  inducing  them  to  enlist  in  the  United 
States  army,  you  intimate  that  this  is  a  subject  which  engages  largely  the  at- 
tenlion  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada  and  her  Majesty's  government;  and 
you  then  remark  that  any  measures  which  the  government  of  uie  United  Statee 
might  adopt  towards  helping  to  frustrate  such  practices  would  prove  most  ae- 
ceptable,  both  to  the  Canadian  autl  orities  and  to  her  Majesty's  government 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  since  complaints  of  the  nature 
above  indicated  have  arisen,  this  government  has  used,  as  it  will  continue  in 
the  future  to  use,  all  diligence  in  preventing,  and  when  discovered,  in  severdr 
punishing,  such  transactions ;  and  that  it  believes  they  are  practically  arrested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLA.M  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  BurtUey. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Waskingtont  September  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  which  presents  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  regard  to  the 
case  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  SylvanuH,  as  their  view  are  affected  by  the  explana- 
tions which  I  have  heretofore  submitted. 

I  cheerfully  admit  that  it  was  irregular  on  the  part  of  the  Huron  to  fire  from 
a  shotted  gun  at  the  Sylvanus  in  the  first  instance ;  although  the  firing  was 
designedly  wide  of  the  mark,  and  therefore  neither  did  nor  could  do  any  injury. 

While  this  government  disapproves  of  that  irregularitv,  and  directs  that  it 
shall  not  be  repeated,  it  thinks,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  case  has  very  con- 
siderable extenuation  in  the  fiusts  that  the  Sylvanus  was  manifestly  using  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  increased  by  a  haze,  to  effect  her  unlawful  voyage,  and 
that  she  did  not  respond  to  the  summons  she  received,  but  persisted,  and  there- 
by rendered  it  necessary  for  the  United  States  cruiser  to  apply  direct  force. 

In  regard  to  the  ironing  of  the  men,  in  order  to  caiTy  tnem  to  Fort  Warren 
I  think  it  only  necessary  to  say,  that  their  detention  was  essential  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  they  were  rebels,  or  only  blockade-running  neutrals — a  fact 
that  could  not  be  ascertained  without  personal  inquiry,  because  t^e  vessel  had 
been  sunk,  and  until  this  day  we  have  no  evidence  that  the  Sylvanus  was  a 
British  vessel.  When  British  neutrals  confound  themselves  with  insurgents  in 
arras  in  the  United  States,  and  refuse  reasonable  challenge  and  explanation, 
this  government  must  insist  on  its  right  to  make  such  inquiries  as  are  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  offenders.  Assuming  the  crew  of  the  Sylvanus 
to  have  been  British  subjects,  it  is,  nevertheless,  to  be  considered  that  it  was 
civil  war  into  which  the  crew  of  that  vessel  improperly  and  wrongfuUy  intruded 
themselves,  against  the  laws  of  their  own  country  and  the  law  of  nations.  They 
thereby  exposed  themselves  to  such  measures  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  police 
as  were  required  by  a  due  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  state  against  which  they 
were  offending.  The  President  regrets  that  a  necessity  for  the  injurious  meas- 
ures complained  of  should  exist,  but  consoles  himself  with  the  reflection  that  it 
is  not  from  any  fault  of  this  government  that  it  has  not  long  ago  ceased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be*  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnlby,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 


Dbpartmbnt  op  Statbv 
Washington,  September  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  two 
apprentices  of  the  Cuzco,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  reply  of  a  letter  of  the 
19th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Joseph  Hume  BurxNlby,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,   WeUes  to  Mn.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 
September  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  two  appren- 
tices allied  to  have  deserted  from  the  British  ship  Onzco,  and  to  have  heen 
enlisted  on  board  the  United  States  ship  St  Mary's,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yon  of  the  receipt  by  this  department  of  a  despatch  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral 
C.  H.  Bell,  datea  Gallao,  Angust  27,  1864,  in  which  he  says  he  has  written  to 
Captain  Middleton  for  all  the  information  he  has  concerning  the  two  lads,  and 
directed  him,  should  they  be  found  on  board  the  St.  Mary's,  to  notify  the  British 
consul  at  Panama,  and  deliver  them  up,  if  called  on  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seacard, 


WA8HINUTON,  September  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  a  notificatioD 
issued  by  her  Majesty's  government  prohibiting  any  ship-of-war,  belonging  to 
either  of  the  belligerent  powers  in  North  America,  being  dismantled  or  sold  in 
any  of  her  Majesty's  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hob.  William  H.  Seward,  4r.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Foreign  Office,  September  8,  1864. 

It  is  hereby  notified  that  her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to-order,  that  for  tlie 
foture  no  ship-of-war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  powers  of  North 
America  shall  be  allowed  to  enter,  or  to  remain,  or  be,  m  any  of  her  Majesty's 
ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  or  sold ;  and  her  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  give  directions  to  the  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  customs,  and 
to  the  eovemors  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  and  foreign  possessions,  to  see  that 
this  order  is  properly  carried  into  effect. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Washington,  September  24,  1864. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  Lord  Lyons's  note  of  the  30th  July,  and  to  yo«r 
reply  of  the  15th  ultimo,  respecting  the  case  of  Messieurs  Darrell  &  Nash, 
British  merchants,  who  were  refused  a  clearance  by  the  customs  authorities  at 
New  York  for  goods  shipped  by  them  for  Nassau,  on  the  plea  that  their  goods 
were  intended  to  be  sent  ultimately  to  por^s  under  blockade,  I  am  instructed  by 
her  Majesty's  government  again  to  bring  this  case  under  your  notice,  with  a 
view  to  obtaining  some  relief  for  these  merchants. 
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Her  Majesty's  government  see  with  rerret  sach  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  cnstom-house  anthorities  at  New  York  with  trade  between  that  port  and 
Nassau,  and  I  am  consequently  desired  to  make  a  fresh  remonstrance  on  the 
subject  of  these  vexatious  trade  restrictions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  &c,,  &c„  dc. 


Mr,  Bundey  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  September  25,  1864. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  goremment  have  attentively  considered  the  various 
sections  of  the  new  prize  act  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on 
the  30th  June  last.  Sections  27  and  28  of  that  act  have  particularly  engaged 
their  attention,  as  they  would  seem  to  recognize,  and  virtually  repeat,  the  pro- 
visions of  former  acts  of  Congress,  that  the  United  States  government,  pre- 
viously even  to  the  bringing  into  court  of  anv  neutral  vessel  seized  as  prize,  may 
appropriate  such  vessel  to  their  own  use,  subject,  of  course,  to  compensation  to 
the  owners  of  the  vessel,  should  she  be  afterwards  released,  and  the  c^>ture 
pronounced  illegal  by  the  prize  court 

That  her  Majesty's  government  hold  an  opinion  adverse  to  the  assumption  of 
this  power  is  alreadv  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  consequently  instructed,  on  this  occasion,  to  repeat  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States  that  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  assent  to  any  inter- 
ference, by  virtue  of  the  domestic  legislation  of  the  United  States,  with  the  un- 
questionable right  of  the  neutral  to  have  his  vessel  brought  in,  and  adjudicated 
upon  by  the  prize  court,  before  it  can  be  appropriated  by  the  belligerent. 

Her  Majesty's  government  further  instruct  me  to  state  that  they  would  be 
compelled  to  regard  as  an  invasion  of  the  neutral  rights  of  her  Majesty  any 
attempt  to  enforce  these  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  against  British  ship- 
ping, for  the  introduction  of  such  a  practice  would  at  once  supply  a  motive  for 
groundless  and  irregular  captures  of  ships  capable  of  being  made  serviceable 
by  the  United  States  government,  and  would  go  far  to  destroy  the  confidence 
of  neutrals  in  decisions  of  the  prize  courts  of  the  United  States,  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  must  either  support  the  validity  of  the  captures,  or  leave 
their  own  government  under  the  imputation  of  a  violent  and  unjustifiable  in- 
vasion of  neutral  rights. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  4^.,  4^. 


Mr,  F.  W.  Setcard  to  Mr,  Bumlei/. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  September  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  a  view  to  her  Majesty's  ffovem- 
ment  being  acquainted  with  the  facts,  that,  owing  to  the  recent  hostile  ana  pirati- 
cal proceedings  on  the  lakes  lying  between  the  United  States  and  her  Majesty's 
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posseseions,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary,  for  the  present,  to  increase  the  observing 
force  of  the  United  States  on  those  lakes;  that  the  arrangement  is  temporary, 
and  will  be  discontinued  so  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  and  that  the  ressels 
to  be  employed  on  that  service  are  to  be  under  instructions  to  respect  British 
rights  in  all  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  AcHng  Secretary. 
J.  Hume  Burnlby,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr,  F,  W.  Seutard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dkpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  September  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ynur  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  transmitting  copies  of  a  notification  issued  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment prohibiting  any  ship-of-war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  power* 
in  North  America  being  dismantled  or  sold  in  any  of  her  Maiesty's  porta,  and 
to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  a  copy  of  the  notification  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obsdient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  September  28,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  26tb 
instant,  informing  me  that,  owing  to  recent  piratical  proceedings  on  Lake  Erie, 
it  had  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  observing  force  of  the  United  States 
on  the  American  lakes  lying  b(»tween  the  United  States  and  her  Majesty's  po«- 
t«essions,  and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  shall  forward  a  copy  of  that  note  to 
her  Majesty's  government.  Without  wishing  to  prejudge  the  question,  I  mui>t 
leave  it  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  decide  as  to  whether  such  a  measure, 
although  only  temporary  in  its  effect,  can  be  warranted  by  treaty  stipulations. 

I  would,  however,  simply  here  recall  to  your  recollection  a  note  of  Lord  Lyons, 
addressed  to  you  on  the  4th  ultimo,  which  set  forth  the  views  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  when  the  question  of  abrogating  the  treaty  limiting  the  naval  force 
to  be  maintained  upon  the  American  lakes  was  brought  before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^c,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  September  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  Slat  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  case  of 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Rassell,  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  captured  off  Bull's  bay, 
and  to  request  that  an  investigation  of  tho  matter  might  be  made ;  and  on  the 
3d  instant  you  informed  me  that  a  copy  of  my  note  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
Navy  Department. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  how-  this  affair  now  stands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  October  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  to  acquaint  you  with  certain  ordera 
in  council  issued  by  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
directing  that  American  and  belligerent  cruisers  should  come  to  an  anchorage  - 
in  the  regular  man-of-war  anchorage  off  the  dock-yard  of  Halifax,  and  request- 
ing that  those  orders  might  be  made  generally  known  to  all  commanders  of  fed- 
eral cruisers  who  might  be  likely  to  visit  that  port. 

I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  I  received  yesterday  a  despatch  from  his  ex- 
cellency, stating  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  lately  federal  cruisers  had 
anchored  in  t*he  immediate  vicinity  of  the  port  of  Halifax,  with  a  view  appar- 
ently to  chasing  or  visiting  vessels  leaving  that  port. 

As  this  is  a  manifest  violation  of  international  usage,  of  the  Queen's  regula- 
tions, and  of  the  immediate  municipal  rights  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  I 
feel  convinced  that  you  will  see  the  expediency  of  suggesting  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment the  urgent  necessity  and  pressing  importance  of  issuing  the  necessary 
orders,  if  not  already  issued,  to  the  commanders  of  federal  ships-of-war  to  com- 
ply in  good  faith  with  the  regulations  established  for  the  port  of  Halifax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, bumble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro,  Sfc„  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  1,  1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  previous  correspondence  between  this  department 
and  her  Britannic  Majesty's  legation  on  the  subject,  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
municate a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  which  it  appears  that  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  at  this  juncture  to  charter  the  steam  propeller  Hector  for  revenue 
cutter  purposes  on  the  lakes.  Any  excess  which  may  thus  be  occasioned,  how- 
ever, in  the  arrangement  of  United  States  vessels  in  that  quarter  over  the  limit 
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posseeeiioDS,  it  has  been  deemed  neceesary,  for  the  present,  to  increase  the  observing 
force  of  the  United  Statrs  on  those  lakes;  that  the  arrangement  is  temporary » 
and  will  be  discontinued  so  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  and  that  the  vessels 
to  be  employed  on  that  service  are  to  be  under  instructions  to  respect  ]foitish 
rights  in  all  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  F.  W.  SeTsard  to  Mr,  Bumley. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Wa4hinglon,  September  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ynur  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  transmitting  copies  of  a  notification  issued  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment prohibiting  any  ship-of-war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  power* 
in  North  America  being  dismantled  or  sold  in  any  of  her  Maiesty's  ports,  and 
to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  a  copy  of  the  notification  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^v.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Bumley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  September  28,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  26th 
instant,  informing  me  that,  owing  to  recent  piratical  proceedings  on  Lake  Erie, 
it  had  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  observing  force  of  the  United  States 
on  the  American  lakes  lying  between  the  United  States  and  her  Majesty's  pos- 
sessions, and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  shall  forward  a  copy  of  that  note  to 
her  Majesty's  government.  Without  wishing  to  prejudge  the  question,  I  mu»t 
leave  it  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  decide  as  to  whether  such  a  measme, 
although  only  temporary  in  its  effect,  can  be  warranted  by  treaty  stipulations. 

I  would,  however,  simply  here  recall  to  your  recollection  a  note  of  Lord  Lyops, 
addressed  to  you  on  the  4th  ultimo,  which  set  forth  the  views  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  when  the  question  of  abrogating  the  treaty  limiting  the  naval  force 
to  be  maintained  upon  the  American  lakes  was  brought  before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^c,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  September  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  31st  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  case  of 
Mr,  Charles  A.  Rassell,  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  captured  off  BulPs  bay, 
and  to  request  that  an  investigation  of  the  matter  might  be  made ;  and  on  the 
3d  instant  you  informed  me  that  a  copy  of  my  note  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
Navy  Department. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  how  this  affair  now  stands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY, 

Hon.  WiLL!AM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  October  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  to  acquaint  you  with  certain  ordera 
in  council  issued  by  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
directing  that  American  and  belligerent  cruisers  should  come  to  an  anchorage 
in  the  regular  man-of-war  anchora^  off  the  dock-yard  of  Halifax,  and  request- 
ing that  those  orders  might  be  made  generally  known  to  all  commanders  of  fed- 
eral cruisers  who  might  be  likely  to  visit  that  port. 

I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  I  received  yesterday  a  despatch  from  his  ex- 
cellency, stating  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  lately  federal  cruisers  had 
anchored  in  tlie  immediate  vicinity  of  the  port  of  Halifax,  with  a  view  appar- 
ently to  chasing  or  visiting  vessels  leaving  that  port. 

As  this  is  a  manifest  violation  of  international  usage,  of  the  Queen's  regula- 
tions, and  of  the  immediate  municipal  rights  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  I 
feel  convinced  that  you  will  see  the  expediency  of  suggesting  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment the  urgent  necessity  and  pressing  importance  of  issuing  the  necessary 
orders,  if  not  already  issued,  to  the  commanders  of  federal  ships-of-war  to  com- 
ply in  good  faith  with  the  regulations  established  for  the  port  of  Halifax, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc.,  ifc.^  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  1,  1864. 

Sib:  With  reference  to  the  previous  correspondence  between  this  department 
and  her  Britannic  Majesty's  legation  on  the  subject,  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
municate a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  which  it  appears  that  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  at  this  juncture  to  charter  the  steam  propeller  Hector  for  revenue 
cutter  purposes  on  the  lakes.  Anv  excess  which  may  thus  be  occasioned,  how- 
ever, in  the  arrangement  of  United  States  vessels  in  that  quarter  over  the  limit 


718  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDElfCB. 

fixed  by  the  annament  of  April,  1817,  will  be  temporary  only;  and  as  it  has 
been  made  necessary  by  an  emergency,  probably  not  then  foreseen,  may  not 
be  re^^arded  as  contrary  to  the  spirit  or  the  stipulation  of  that  instrument. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Ft$$enden  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Tbbasury  Department, 

September  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date 
transmitting  telegram  from  General  Hitchcock,  and  to  state  that  this  depart- 
ment has  this  day  chartered  the  steam  propeller  Hector  (at  Oswego,  New 
York)  for  revenue  cutter  purposes.  This  vessel,  together  with  the  Winston, 
chartered  at  Buffalo  a  few  days  since,  will  be  fitted  for  service  with  all  possible 
despatch. 
The  telegram  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  ike  Treasury. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Oeneral  Hitchcock  to  Mr.  Stanton. 
[Telegmm] 

Sandusky,  Ohio,  September  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  take  upon  myself  to  express  an  opinion  that  .the  safety  of  our  com- 
merce on  the  lakes,  and  the  security  of  the  cities  along  the  lake  shores,  make 
it  of  the  highest  importance,  if  not  an  indispensable  necessity,  that  the  govern- 
ment should  have  several  armed  vessels  fully  manned,  to  prevent  the  rebek 
who  find  security  in  Canada  from  seizing  steamers  engaged  in  commerce,  and 
converting  them  into  war  vessels,  with  a  few  of  which  they  may,  if  not  pre- 
vented, do  us  incalculable  mischief.  Ex-secretary  Thompson  is  employed  in 
Canada  in  setting  on  foot  expeditions  of  the  most  dangerous  character.  The 
recent  seizure  of  two  steamei-s  in  this  vicinity  has,  iMeed,  terminated  disas- 
trously for  the  projectors  of  the  horrible  scheme,  but  the  demonstration  actually 
made  is  a  sufficient  warning  to  induce  our  government  to  take  immediate  meas- 
ures to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  it.  It  will  be  but  an  act  of  self-defence; 
and  from  the  disclosures  made  by  Coole,  now  in  arrest  at  Johnson's  Island,  I 
earnestly  recommend  that  no  time  be  lost  in  putting  afloat  armed  vessels  upon 
Lake  Ontario,  and  speedily  upon  the  upper  lakes  also.  I  suppose  we  axe  en- 
gaged in  war,  rendering  this  step  justifiable  under  the  treaty  of  eighteen  fifteen, 
(1815,)  but  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  only  of  the  justifying  necessity  of  the  case. 

E,  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

M{^or  G^meral  of  VolwUeen, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  the  views  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  govern- 
ment in  regard  to  sections  27  and  28  of  the  prize  act,  passed  on  the  dOth  June^ 
1864.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  due  consideration  will  be  given 
to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^t;.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  This  department  has  been  informed  that  Captain  Hewitt,  late  in  com- 
mand of  the  British  thip-of-war  Binaldo,  and  who  is  understood  to  be  still  an 
officer  in  her  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  service,  is  now  the  commander  of  the 
steamer  Condor,  which  recently  cleared  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  for  Wilming- 
ton, North  Carolina,  laden  principally  w^ith  clothing  for  the  insurgents  in  this 
country.  If  this  information  should  prove  to  be  well  founded,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  employment  of  Captain  Hewitt  in  the  business  referred  to  is  without 
the  knowledge  of,  and  will  not  be  sanctioned  by,  his  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  October  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addresshig  you  on  the  31st  August  and  28th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  sloop  Racer,  captured  off  Bull's  bay  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Hope,  I  have  seen  Captain  Russell  at  this  legation,  who  informs  me 
that  himself  and  crew  were  released,  and  his  ship's  papers  returned  to  him. 

These  papers,  which  I  herewith  enclose  in  ori^insJ,  show  that  the  vessel  was 
registered  at  and  owned  by  British  subjects  at  Nassau. 

I  further  enclose  the  affidavits  of  Captain  Russell,  his  mate  and  crew,  which 
tend  to  show  that  they  were  engaged  on  a  legitimate  voyage,  in  a  neutral  ves- 
sel, with  registry  and  clearance  perfectly  legal  and  correct,  having  no  cargo, 
or  anything  to  excite  even  suspicion. 

The  detention  for  thirty-one  days  of  the  captain  and  crew  appears  to  me, 
therefore,  illegal,  as  no  proceedings  of  any  kind  were  taken  before  a  prize  court, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  claims  for  compensation  are  entitled  to  consider- 
ation. 

I  beg  you  to  return  to  me  the  affidavits  and  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^c.,  ^. 
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4JfidaTit  of  Captain  RuMsell. 

United  States  of  Ambeica, 

Southern  District  of  Neu>  York,  ss : 

Charles  Anson  Russell,  of  Perrysburgh,  Nova  Scotia,  master  mariner,  being 
duly  sworn,  says : 

That  he  is  and  was  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  mentioned  a  British  sub- 
ject, and  resident  of  Nova  Scotia  as  above  stated.  That  on  or  about  the  26th 
day  of  July,  1864,  he  left  Abaco,  bound  for  the  port  of  Beaufort,  North  Caro- 
lina, by  way  of  Port  Royal ;  that  deponent  so  left  in  command  of  the  British 
sloop  Racer,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco. 

That  the  said  sloop  was  of  the  value  of  $1,250.  That  the  said  vessel  had 
no  cargo,  and  only  ballast  on  board.  That  her  crew  consisted  of  this  deponent, 
master,  John  Martin,  of  Ireland,  mate,  and  two  men.  That  he  had  on  board 
provisions  amounting  in  value  to  about  $37/>.  That  the  vessel  when  she  so  left 
Abaco  belonged  to  and  was  the  property  of  British  subjects  residing  at  Nassau, 

New  Providence,  the  names  of  the  owners  being  Otis  Johnson  & Johnson, 

of  Nassau,  aforesaid.  That  the  object  of  the  voyage  was  to  sell  the  vessel  at 
Port  Royal  or  Beaufort,  and  purchase  another  with  the  proceeds  of  said  vessel, 
and  the  proceeds  of  two  drafts  of  $1,000  each  in  gold.  That  the  said  drafts 
cost,  at  their  rate  of  exchange  in  currency  of  the  United  States,  295  per  cent, 
making  the  value  of  said  drafts  for  use,  when  so  coming  ^m  Nassau,  the  snm 
of  85,900.  That  the  papers  and  documents  of  said  vessel  are  hereto  annexed 
and  marked  severally. 

That  the  vessel  so  started  from  Abaco  for  Beaufort,  via  Port  Royal,  in  good 
faith,  and  with  no  other  destination,  and  duly  proceeded  on  her  said  voyaee, 
without  any  unnecessary  delay,  until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1864,  when  the 
said  .sloop  Racer  was  taken  by  the  United  States  schooner  Hope,  and  detained 
as  prize,  against  deponent's  protest^ 

That  the  vessel  was  towed  off  Charleston  to  the  fleet  there,  and  from  there 
ordered  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina.  That  the  sloop  Racer,  after  her  captnre, 
after  being  towed  to  Charleston  by  a.  steamer,  was  again  towed  to  Beaufort; 
that  she  was  a  small  vessel  of  about  the  tonnage  of  eighteen  American  tons; 
that  the  weather  was  heavy,  and  the  effect  of  the  towage  was  to  strain  the  sloop, 
and  otherwise  injure  her  by  collision  with  the  steamer,  breaking  her  bulwarks 
and  knockmg  in  her  stanchions,  and  she  also  lost  her  anchor  and  chain. 

That  after  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Beaufort,  the  captain  hauled  her  on  the 
beach,  and  let  her  fall,  breaking  her  keel,  and  otherwise  further  injuring  her. 
That  after  a  detention  of  the  vessel  in  the  possession  of  the  captain  undl  the 
Ist  of  September,  she  w^s  released,  the  order  of  release  being  here  annexed 
and  marked. 

That  after  such  release,  on  examining  his  vessel,  deponent  found  that,  widi 
the  want  of  facilities  at  hand  to  repair,  it  would  probably  cost  as  much  to  re- 
pair the  vessel  at  Beaufort  as  she  would  be  worth  repaired.  That  he  further 
found  that  a  part  of  the  stories  had  been  used  and  appropriated  by  the  captors, 
amounting  in  value  to  $125,  a  statement  of  which  is  annexed  and  marked. 
That  the  effect  of  the  detention  was  to  decrease  the  value  of  the  biDs  of  ex- 
change held  by  deponent  the  sum  of  $1,500.  That  in  addition  to  the  above 
losses  the  owner  of  the  vessel  was  put  to  the  loss  of  the  use  of  said  vessel 
during  the  said  month  the  sum  of  $450.  That  the  deponent  was  himself  kept 
and  detained  as  a  prisoner  during  the  said  31  days,  20  davs  he  being  confined 
on  shore;  and  he  claims,  therefore,  the  sum  of  $100  per  day.  That  the  mate 
and  two  men  attached  to  the  vessel  were  also  detained  during  the  time  deponent 
was  detained.    That  no  prize  proceedings  were  had  or  attempted  against  said 
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vessel,  and  no  court  existed  at  either  Charleston  or  Beaufort  to  try  her.  That 
deponent  is  the  agent  of  the  said  Otis  Johnson  &  Brother,  and  autiioiized  to 
act  for  them  in  regard  to  all  the  affairs  of  said  sloop  Racer. 

CHAELES  ANSON  RUSSELL. 

[l.  8.]    Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  September,  1863. 

0.  R.  STEELE, 
[Revenue  stamp.]  Notary  Public. 


The  United  Statu  of  America  to  Otis  Johnson  Sf  Brother,  Dr, 

To  value  of  the  sloop  Racer,  injured  and  beyond  the  value  of  re- 
pair by  the  capture  by  steamer $1,  250  00 

Detention  of  said  vessel  before  loss,  31  days,  at  81,500  per  day . . .         465  00 

Value  of  provisions  used  or  lost  by  (ftiptors  from  the  vessel . .         125  00 

Difiference  in  exchange  on  drafts  held  by  their  agent  while  sloop 

Racer  was  detained 1, 500  00 


3,340  00 


CHARLES  ANSON  RUSSELL. 


Affidavit  ef  John  Martin, 

Unitbd  Statbs  op  America, 

Southern  District  of  New  York,  ts  : 

John  Martin,  of  Ireland,  Great  Britain,  being  duly  sworn,  says :  That  he  is, 
and  was  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  a  British  subject.  That 
on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  July,  1864,  he  left  Abaco,  bound  for  the  nort  of 
Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  by  way  of  Port  Royal.  That  deponent  so  left  as 
mate  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco. 

That  the  said  sloop  was,  as  deponent  verily  believes,  of  the  value  of  $1,250 ; 
that  the  said  vessel  had  no  cargo,  and  only  ballast  on  board ;  that  her  crew  con- 
sisted of  this  deponent  as  mate,  with  Charles  Anson  Russell  as  captain  and 
master,  and  two  men  ;  that  she  had  on  board  provisions  amounting  in  value  to 
about  $375 ;  that  the  said  sloop  Racer  started  as  aforesaid  from  Aoaeo  for  the 
port  of  Beaufort,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  without  any  unnecessary  delay, 
until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1864,  when  she  was  taken  by  the  United  States 
schooner  Hope,  and  detained  as  a  prize  against  the  protest  of  the  captain  and 
mate  of  said  sloop.  Deponent  further  says  that  said  sloop  was  towed  to  off 
Charleston  to  the  fleet  there,  and  from  there  ordered  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina. 
That  the  sloop  Racer,  after  her  capture,  after  being  towed  to  Charleston  by  a 
steamer,  was  again  towed  to  Beaufort.  That  being  a  small  vessel  of  about  the 
tonnage  of  eighteen  American  tons ;  that  the  weather  was  heavy,  and  the  effect 
of  the  towage  was  to  strain  the  sloop,  and  otherwise  injure  her  by  collision 
with  the  steamer,  breaking  in  her  bulwarks  and  knocking  in  her  stanchions ;  and 
she  also  lost  her  anchor  and  chain.  That  after  the  arrival  of  the  sloop  at 
Beaufort  the  captain  hauled  her  on  the  beach,  and  let  her  fall  on  the  beach, 
breaking  her  keel  and  otherwise  further  injuring  her.  Then  after  a  detention 
of  the  vessel  until  the  31st  of  August  she  was  released. 
46  c  • 
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Deponent  farther  says  that  the  vessel  was  very  much  mjoied,  and  yerily 
helieves  that  it  would  have  cost  more  to  re  pah*  her  there  than  she  would  have 
heen  worth  after  her  repairs.  That  a  part  of  the  stores  were  taken  and  carried 
away  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  captor.  That  the  owners  were  put  to 
the  loss  of  the  use  of  said  sloop  during  the  time  of  said  detention,  which,  as 
deponent  verily  believes,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $450.  That  deponent  waa 
kept  and  detained  as  a  prisoner  during  the  said  31  dajs,  20  days  being  confined 
on  shore.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  captain  and  the  two  men  were  also 
imprisoned  for  the  same  length  of  time  that  deponent  was.  That  no  prize  pro- 
ceedings were  had  or  attempted  against  said  vessel,  and  deponent  further  says 
that  the  affidavit  of  Jacob  Birt,  hereunto  annexed,  is  in  all  respects  true. 

JOHN  MAETIN. 

f  L.  8.]     Sworn  to  before  me  September  23,  1864. 
[Revenue  stamp.] 

0.  E.  STEELE. 

JffidavU  of  Jacob  Birt. 

United  States  of  America, 

Southern  District  of  New  York,  «.' 
Jacob  Birt,  of  Trieste,  Austria,  being  duly  sworn,  says :  That  he  was  one 
of  the  crew  on  board  the  sloop  Racer  on  her  voyage  from  Abaco  to  the  port  of 
Beaufort,  and  when  said  vessel  was  seized  by  the  United  States  schooner  Mope. 
That  he  knows  Charles  Anson  Russell,  and  knows  that  he  was  captain  of  said 
sloop  Racer  at  the  times  mentioned  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of  said  Captain 
Russell.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  has  heard  the  annexed  affidavit  of  said 
Charles  Anson  Russell  read,  and  that  he  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  says 
that  said  affidavit  is  true  in  every  particular,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  taking  of 
the  sloop  Racer,  and  her  capture  and  detention,  and  the  length  of  time  that 
she  was  detained,  and  the  injuries  which  she  received,  and  the  imprisonment  of 
the  said  captain ;  and  deponent  says  that  he  was  also  detained  the  same  length 
of  time  that  the  captain  and  others  on  board  were ;  and  he  also  knows  about 
the  stores  being  taken  away  from  said  vessel  by  her  captors.  Deponent  further 
says  that  he  is  forty-one  years  of  age,  and  that  he  understands  the  English 
language ;  and  further  says,  that  the  sloop  Racer  did  not  have  any  cargo  on 
board,  and  that  she  proceeded  on  her  voyage  without  any  unnecessary  delay 
until  her  capture  aforesaid. 

his 

JACOB  +  BIET. 

mark. 
[l.  s.]     Sworn  to  before  me,  September  23, 1864. 

0.  R.  STEELE,  Notary  Public. 
[Revenue  stamp.] 

Mr.  Hendricks  to  Captain  Russell. 

CusTOM-HousB,  Beaufort,  North  Carolina, 

September  1,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herein  the  paper  seized  on  board  the  sloop  Racer  on  the  2d 
ultimo,  off  Bull's  bay,  South  Carolina,  and  do  hereby  release  said  sloop,  her 
master  and  crew,  from  ftirther  custody. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  HENDRICKS,  Collector. 
Captain  0.  A.  Russell, 

Master  of  the  Sloop  Racer,  Beaufort,  North  Carolina. 
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»     CeTi\ficaU  of  clearance* 

PoBT  OF  Gbbbn  Tubtle  Cay,  Abaco, 

Office  of  ColUctor  of  Revenue. 

These  are  to  certify  to  all  whom  it  doth  concern  that  the  British  sloop  Bacer, 
whereof Russell  is  master,  has  been  duly  cleared  at  this  office  for  Beau- 
fort, in  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  in  ballast 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  aforesaid  port,  this  26th  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1864. 

JOSEPH  J.  LOWNDERS,  ColIecUfr  of  Bevemue. 


AgrumentfbehDeeu  the  CapUit,  SfCfOfthe  Racer  and  her  wmer. 


BAHAMA  ISLANDS. 

An  agreement  made  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  aa  act  of  assembly  made  and 
passed  in  the  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  the  first 
Detween  G.  A.  Rusedly  the  master  of  the  sloop  Racer,  of  the  port  of  Nas- 
sau, N.  P.: 

It  is  agreed  by  and  on  die  part  of  the  said  persons  as  they  severally  hereby 
engage  to  serve  on  board  the  said  sloop  Racer  in  the  several  capacities 
against  their  respective  names,  expressed  in  a  voyage  from  the  port  of  Abaco, 
to  Beaufort,  S.  G.,  via  Port  Roval,  and  back  to  the  port  of  Aoaco.  But  the 
sud  crew  fdrther  engage  to  conduct  themselves  in  an  orderly,  faithful,  honest, 
and  sober  manner,  and  to  be  at  all  times  diligent  in  their  respective  duties  and 
stations,  and  to  be  obedient  to  the  lawful  commands  of  the  master  or  other 
officers  in  ever3rthing  relating  to  the  said  sloop,  and  the  materials,  stores,  and 
ca^  thereof,  whether  on  board  said  sloop,  in  boats,  or  on  shore. 

£i  consideration  of  which  services  to  be  duly,  honestly,  carefully,  and  faithfully 
performed,  the  said  master  doth  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  the  said  crew 
by  way  of  compensation  or  wages  the  amount  against  their  names  respectively 
expressed. 

in  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  hereaato  subscribed  their  names  on 
the  day  against  their  respective  signatures  mentioned : 


Place  and  time  of 

entry. 

Men's  names. 

Capaci^. 

Wages 
per  month. 

Money 
advanced. 

Witness's  sig- 
nature. 

Abftoo,  July  27, 1864. 

C.A.Ro««eU 

John  Martin . 

Jacob  Birt 

Master... 

Robert  Curry. 
Robert  Curry. 
Robert  Curry. 
Robert  Curry. 

Mate.... 

Seaman.. 
Cook.... 

$20  00 
18  00 
16  00 

$10  00 
900 
8  00 

NoTB. — ^Any  embeszlement,  or  wilful  or  negligent  loss  or  destruction  of  the 
mossed,  careo,  stores,  may  be  made  good  to  the  owner  out  of  the  wages  (so  far 
^  this  will  extend)  of  the  seaman  guilty  of  the  same ;  and  if  any  seaman  shall 
enter  himself  as  qualified  to  a  duty  to  which  he  shall  prove  to  be  not  competent 
he  will  be  subject  to  a  reduction  of  wages  hereby  agreed  for  in  proportion  to  his 
competency. 


724  DIPLOMATIC   COERESPONDENCE. 


Certificate  of  Britiik  Reg%9lry. , 

Official  No.  of  ship,  49,143 ;  date  of  registry,  April  22,  18G4 ;  port,  No.  52; 
name  of  ship.  Racer;  British  or  foreign  built,  foreign  built;  port  of  registry, 
Nassau,  N.  P. ;  how  propelled,  hj  sails ;  number  of  decks,  one ;  build,  curved; 
number  of  masts,  one ;  galleries,  none ;  rigged,  sloop ;  head,  none ;  stem,  round; 
frame-work,  wood. 

Measurements : 

feet  inches. 

Length  from  the  fore  part  of  stem,  under  the  bowsprit,  to  the  aft  side  30  8 

Main  breadth  to  outside  plank 12  2 

Depth  in  hold  for  tonnage,  deck  to  ceiling  at  taiidships 3  5 

Tonnage: 

No.  of  tons. 

Tonnage  under  tonnage  deck 6.27 

Trunk... 1.28 

•  "■^■^■" 

Total  register  tonnage '^"ti^ 

I,  the  undersigned,  registrar  of  the  port  of  Nassau,  N.  P.,  hereby  certify  that 
the  ship  the  description  of  which  is  prefixed  to  this  my  certificate  has  been  duly 
Burreyed,  and  that  the  above  description  is  true ;  that  Azariah  Curry  is  the 
master  of  said  ship ;  and  that  the  name,  residence,  and  description  of  the  owner, 
and  number  of  64  shares  held  by  him,  are  as  follow : 

Name,  residence,  and  occupation  of  the  owner,  Samuel  Otis  Johneon,  of 
Nassau,  N.  P.,  Bahama  merchant ;  number  of  sixty-four  shares,  sixty -four. 

Dated  at  Nassau,  N.  P.,  the  22d  of  April,  1864. 

JOHN  D.  DUNMERING,  Registrar. 

Notice. — A  certificate  of  registry,  granted  under  the  merchant  shipping 
act,  1556,  is  not  a  document  of  title.  It  does  not  necessarily  contain  notice 
of  all  changes  of  ownership,  and  no  case  does  it  contain  an  official  record  of  odj 
mortgages  affecting  the  ship. 

The  United  States  of  America  t4>  Charlei  Atuon  Russell,     Vr, 

To  detention  as  prisoner  for  31  days,  preventing  the  carrying  on  his  business. 
Damages  to  him  per  day  $100 :  Total,  $3,100. 

CHARLES  ANSON  RUSSELL 

Deposition  of  John  Martin, 

United  States  of  America, 

Southern  district  of  New  York,  ss : 
John  Martin,  of  Ireland,  Great  Britain,  being  duly  sworn,  says  : 
That  he  is,  and  was  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  mention^,  a  British  sub- 
ject That  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  July,  1864,  he  left  Abaco,  bound  for  the 
port  of  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  by  way  of  Port  Royal ;  that  deponent  so  left 
as  mate  of  the  British  ship  Racer,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco,  bound  for  the 
port  of  Beaufort,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  without  any  unnecessary  delay 
until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1864,  when  she  was  taken  by  the  United  States 
schooner  Hope,  and  detained  as  prize,  against  the  protest  of  Charies  Anson 
Russell,  who  was  the  master  of  the  said  sloop  Racer.  Deponent  further  says, 
that  the  said  sloop  Racer  was  towed  to  off*  Charleston,  and  then  taken  to  Beau- 
fort, and  that  the  said  vessel  was  seriously  injured  by  being  so  towed  and  hauled 
upon  the  beach  at  Beaufort.  Deponent  further  says,  that  Charles  Anson  Bos- 
sell,  the  master  of  said  sloop,  as  well  as  deponent  and  the  two  men  on  board  of 
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her,  were  imprisoned  and  detained  for  thirty-one  days,  until  the  said  sloop  was 
released,  twenty  days  of  which  he  was  detained  on  shore,  abont  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber, 1864.  Deponent  farther  says,  that  he  has  heard  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Charles  Anson  Russell  read,  and  the  facts  there  set  out  are  true,  as  to  the 
voyage,  capture,  and  detention,  to  the  knowledge  of  deponent. 

JOHN  MARTIN. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  September,  1864. 
L.  s.]  FRANKLIN  A.  WILCOX, 

Revenue  stamp.]  Notary  Public, 

Deposition  qf  Jacob  Birt» 

United  States  op  America, 

Southern  district  of  New  York,  is: 
Jacob  Birt,  bein^  duly  sworn,  says :  That  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Charles 
Anson  Eussdl,  and  that  he  was  master  of  the  sloop  Racer  on  her  voyage  from 
Abaco  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina ;  that  the  vessel  started  from  Abaco  on  the 
26th  day  of  July,  1864,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  without  any  unnecessary 
delay  until  the  1st  of  August,  when  she  was  ta!ken  by  the  United  States 
schooner  Hope  to  off  Charleston,  and  thence  to  Beaufort  Deponent  further 
says,  that  he  has  heard  the  annexed  affidavit  of  Charles  Anson  Russell  read, 
and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that  the  same  is  true  of  his  own  knowl- 
edgde,  so  far  as  the  facts  are  therein  set  out  in  regard  to  the  vovage,  the  capture, 
and  the  detention  of  the  vessel  and  of  the  persons  on  board  of  her. 

JACOB  BIRT. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  September  24,  1864. 

[l.  s.]  FRANKLIN  A.  WILCOX. 

[Revenue  stamp.]  Notary  Public. 

Dtpoiiiion  of  Jacok  Biit. 

United  States  of  America, 

Southern  District  qf  New  York,  n : 
Jacob  Birt,  of  Abaco,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  was  bom  near  Trieste, 
Austria,  and  is  an  Austrian  subject.  Deponent  further  says  that,  on  or  about 
the  26th  of  July,  1864,  he  left  Abaco,  bound  for  the  port  of  Beaufort,  North 
Carolina,  by  way  of  Port  Royal ;  that  deponent  so  left  as  a  common  seaman  on 
board  the  British  sloop  Racer,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco ;  that  Charles  Anson 
Russell  was  the  master  of  said  vessel,  and  John  Martin  was  the  mate  of  said 
sloop,  and  that  deponent  and  one  other  were  hands  on  board  of  said  sloop ;  that 
the  vessel  had  no  cargo,  and  only  ballast  on  board ;  that  she  had  on  board  pro- 
visions amounting  to  the  sum,  as  deponent  believes,  of  (375 ;  that  the  vessel, 
when  it  left  Abaco,  belonged,  as  deponent  was  informed  and  verily  believes,  to 
British  subjects  residing  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  was  their  property; 
that  the  names  of  owners  being  Otis  Johnson  &  Brother,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence ;  that  the  said  ship  started  from  Abaco  for  Beaufort,  via  Port  Royal, 
in  good  faith,  and  duly  proceeded  on  her  said  voyage  without  any  unnecessary 
delay  until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1864,  when  the  said  sloop  Racer  was  taken 
bv  the  United  States  schooner  Hope,  and  detained  as  prize  against  the  protest 
of  the  captain  of  said  sloop ;  that  the  vessel  was  towea  to  off  Charleston  to  the 
fleet  there,  and  firom  there  ordered  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina ;  that  deponent 
and  all  on  board  were  kept  and  detained  as  prisoners  during  the  said  days  that 
the  said  sloop  was  detained  before  her  release;  twenty  days  of  which  time  he  was 
detained  on  shore,  and  deponent  claims  the  sum  of  $10  per  day  for  said  deten- 
tion, arrest,  and  imprisonment. 
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Deponent  farther  says  that  there  were  no  prize  proceedings  had,  or  attempted 
to  be  had  again&t  said  vessel,  either  at  Charleston  or  Beaufort,  and  that  there 
was  no  court  there  by  which  she  could  be  tried. 

J.  BIRT. 

Sworn  before  me,  September  24,  1864. 

[l.  s.]  franklin  a.  WILCOX,  Notary  Public. 

[Revenue  Stamp.] 


VnHedStatet  qf  Amenea  to  Jacob  Bkri,  Dr, 

To  damages  for  detention  and  imprisonment  thirty-one  (31)  days, 
at  ten  ($10)  dollars  per  day *310  00 


Depontion  of  Captain  Russdl. 

Unitep  States  of  Amebic 4, 

Southern  District  of  New  York,  «  .• 
Charles  Anson  Russell,  of  Perrysborough,  Nova  Scotia,  master  mariner,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is,  and  was  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  mentioned, 
a  British  subject  and  resident  of  Nova  Scotia ;  that  on  or  about  the  26th  day  of 
July,  1864,  he  left  Abaco  and  sailed  to  the  port  of  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  by 
way  of  Port  Royal ;  that  deponent  was  master  in  command  of  British  sloop  Racer, 
belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco ;  that  the  said  sloop  was  of  the  value  of  about 
$1 ,250  ;  that  she  had  no  cargo  but  ballast,  and  haa  provisioos  on  board  for  the 
use  of  the  crew,  &;c.;  that  said  sloop,  when  she  left  Abaco,  belonged  to  British 
subjects  residing  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  whose  names  are  Otis  Johnson  k 
Johnson.  Deponent  further  savs,  that  the  vessel  so  started  from  Abaco  for 
Beaufort,  via  Port  Royal,  in  good  faith,  and  with  no  other  destination,  and  duly 
proceeded  on  her  voyage  without  unnecessary  delay,  until  the  Ist  day  of  August, 
1864,  when  the  said  sloop  Racer  was  tak^i  by  the  United  States  schooner 
Hope,  and  towed  to  off  Charleston,  and  from  there  to  Beaufort,  and  detained  as 
prize,  against  deponent's  protest ;  that  this  deponent  and  all  the  crew  were  de- 
tained and  counued  as  prisoners  for  the  space  of  31  days,  until  the  vessd 
was  released  on  the  1st  of  September,  1864 ;  20  days  of  which  they  were  de- 
tained on  shore ;  that  Jacob  Birt  was  a  hand  on  board  of  said  sloop,  and  was  de- 
tained and  imprisoned  as  aforesaid.  Deponent  further  says,  that  the  affidavit 
of  Jacob  Birt,  hereto  annexed,  so  far  as  it  sets  out  the  capture,  detention,  and 
imprisonment  of  the  said  Birt,  is  true;  and  also  as  to  the  voyage  of  sldd  sloop  is 
also  true. 

CHARLES  ANSON  RUSSELL. 

Sworn  before  me,  September  24,  1864. 

FRANKLIN  A.  WILCOX,  Notary  Puhltc. 

[Beyenoe  Stamp.] 


DepoiitioH  of  John  Martin, 

United  States  of  America, 

Southern  District  of  New  York,  ss  : 
John  Martin,  of  Ireland,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  on  board  the 
sloop  Racer  during  the  time  mentioned  in  the  annexed  affidavits  of  Russell  and 
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Birt,  and  that  the  same,  bo  far  as  they  set  out  the  voyage  of  the  sloop  Racer* 
and  her  capture  and  detention,  and  the  detention  and  imprisonment  of  the  per- 
sons on  board  of  her,  are  true  to  the  knowledge  of  this  deponent. 

JOHN  MARTIN. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  September,  1864. 

[l.  s.]  franklin  a.  WILCOX,  Notary  Public. 

[^▼enne  Stamp.] 


DeponHon  of  John  Martin. 

United  States  of  America, 

Southern  district  of  New  York,  a  : 

John  Martin,  of  Oreat  Britain,  Ireland,  being  duly  sworn,  says :  That  he  is,  and 
was  at  the  several  times  mentioned,  a  British  subject,  and  resident  at  Abaco  ; 
that  on  or  about  the  26th  of  July,  1864,  he  left  Abaco,  bound  for  the  port  of 
Beaufort,  North  Oarolina,  by  the  way  of  Port  Royal ;  that  deponent  so  left  as 
mate  of  the  sloop  Racer,  a  British  sloop  belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco. 

That  the  said  sloop,  as  deponent  verily  believes,  was  of  the  value  of  $1,250  ; 
that  the  said  vessel  had  no  cargo,  and  only  ballast  on  board ;  that  her  crew  con- 
sisted of  this  deponent  as  mate,  Charles  Anson  Russell,  master,  and  two  men  ; 
that  she  had  on  board  provisions  amounting  in  valne  to  about  $375 ;  that 
the  vessel,  when  she  left  Abaco,  belonged,  as  deponent  was  informed  and  verily 
believes,  to  British  subjects  residing  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  was 
their  property,  and  the  names  of  the  owners  being  Otis  Johnson  and  John- 
pon  of  Nassau  aforesaid ;  that  the  said  sloop  sailed  from  Abaco  for  Beaufort,  via 
Port  Royal,  in  good  faith,  with  no  other  destination,  and  duly  proceeded  on  her 
voyage  without  any  unnecessary  delay  until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1864,  when 
the  said  sloop  Racer  was  taken  by  the  United  States  schooner  Hope  and  de- 
tained prize,  against  the  protest  of  the  captain  of  said  sloop ;  that  the  vessel  was 
towed  to  off  Charleston  to  die  fleet  there,  and  from  there  ordered  to  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina.  The  deponent  and  all  on  board  were  kept  and  detained  as  prison- 
ers during  the  said  31  days  that  the  vessel  was  detained  before  her  release, 
20  days  of  which  he  was  confined  on  shore;  and  deponent  claims  the  sum  of  $40 
per  day  for  said  detention,  arrest,  and  imprisonment.  Deponent  frurther  says  that 
there  was  no  prize  proceedings  had,  or  attempted  to  be  had,  against  said  vessel, 
either  at  Charleston  or  Beaufort.. 

[Internal  revenoe  stamp.]  JOHN  MARTIN. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  September,  1864. 
[l.  8]  »  FRANKLIN  A.  WILCOX, 

Notary  Public. 

United  States  of  America  to  John  Martin,  Dr. 

To  damages  by  detention  as  prisoner  for  the  space  of  thirty  one  (31)  days,  at 

$40  per  day «1,  240  00 

JOHN  MARTIN. 


Deposition  of  Captain-  RusselL 

United  States  of  America, 

Southern  district  of  New  York,  ss : 
Charles  Anson  Russell,  of  Perrysborough,  Nova  Scotia,  master  seaman,  being 
duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is,  and  was  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  mentioned, 


I 
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a  British  subject,  and  resident  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  above  stated ;  that  on  or  about 
the  20 th  daj  of  Ju1t>  1864,  he  left  Abaco,  bound  for  the  port  of  Beaufort,  North 
Carolina,  by  way  of  Port  Royal ;  that  deponent  so  left  in  command  of  British 
sloop  Kacer,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco ;  that  the  said  sloop  was  of  the  value 
of  about  $1,200;  that  the  said  vessel  had  no  cargo,  and  only  ballast  on  board ; 
that  her  crew  consisted  of  this  deponent  as  maater,  John  Martin,  of  Ireland,  whose 
affidavit  is  hereto  annexed,  and  two  men ;  that  he  had  on  board  provisions  amount- 
ing in  value  to  about  $375 ;  that  the  vessel  when  she  so  left  Abaco  belonged  to 
and  was  the  property  of  British  subj#ct8  residing  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
whose  names  are  Otis  Johnson  and  Johnson  of  Nassau,  aforesaid ;  deponent 
further  says  that  the  vessel  se  started  from  Abaco  for  Beaufort,  via  Port  Uoyal. 
in  good  faith,  with  no  other  destination,  and  duly  proceeded  on  her  said  voyage 
without  any  unnecessarv  delay,  until  the  first  day  of  August,  1864,  when  Ae 
said  sloop  Racer  was  taken  by  the  United  States  schooner  Hope,  and  detained 
as  prize  against  deponent's  protest ;  that  the  vessel  was  towed  off  Charleston, 
to  the  fleet  there,  and  from  there  ordered  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina ;  that  the 
deponent  was  himself  kept  and  detained  as  a  prisoner  during  the  said  31  days, 
20  days  he  being  confined  on  shore ;  and  that  the  mate,  John  Martin,  was  also 
confined  and  detained  for  the  same  length  of  time  that  deponent  was,  and  that 
the  two  men  attached  to  the  vessel  were  also  detained  in  like  manner ;  that  de 
ponent  has  heard  the  affidavits  hereto  annexed  of  John  Martin  and  Jacob  Birt 
read,  and  that  the  same  are  true. 

CHARLES  ANSON  RUSSELL. 

Sworn  to  before  me  September  24,  1864. 

[Revenue  itamp.!  FRANKLIN  A.   WILCOX, 

[l.  s.]  Notary  Public, 


Depo$ition  of  Jacob  Birt. 

Umted  States  of  America, 

Southern  district  of  New  York,  ss : 

Jacob  Birt,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  was  bom  near  Trieste,  Austria  ; 
that  he  waa  one  of  the  crew  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  on  her  voyage  from  the 
port  of  Abaco  to  Beaufort,  and  that  the  vessel  left  said  port  of  Abaco  about  the 
:26th  day  of  July,  1864,  and  was  taken  about  the  1st  of  August  by  the  United 
States  schooner  Hope;  deponent  further  says,  that  the  annexed  affidavits  of  John 
Martin  and  Charles  Anson  Russell  have  been  read  to  him,  and  that  he  knows 
the  contents  thereof,  and  the  same  are  true  so  far  as  they  set  out  the  voyage  of 
said  sloop,  her  capture  by  the  schooner  Hope,  and  her  detention  and  also  the 
detention  of  the  persons  on  board  of  her,  and  t£eir  confinement  for  the  length  of 
time  therein  set  out. 

JACOB  BIRT. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  September,  1864. 

[Revemieatamp.]  JFRANKLIN  A.  WILCOX, 

[l.  S.]  Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Captain  Rusiell, 

United  States  of  America, 

Southern  district  of  New  York,  u  : 
Charles  Anson  Russell,  of  Perrysborough,  Nova  Scotia,  master  mariner,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is,  and  was  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, a  British  subject  and  resident  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  above  stated'.    Thatoa 
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or  about  the  36tb  day  of  Jaly,  1864»  he  left  Abaeo,  bonnd  for  the  port  of  Bean- 
fort,  N.  C,  by  way  of  Port  Royal.  That  deponent  so  lelt  in  command  of  the 
British  sloop  Racer,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Abaco ;  that  the  said  sloop  was  of 
the  value  of  $1, 250;  th^  Uie  said  vessel  had  no  cargo  and  only  ballast  on 
board.  That  her  crew  consisted  of  this  deponent  as  master,  John  Martin,  of  Ire- 
land, mate,  and  two  men.  That  she  had  on  board  provisions  amounting  in  value 
to  about  $375 ;  that  the  vessel  when  they  so  left  Abaco  belonged  to  and  was 
the  property  of  British  subjects  residing  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  the  names 
of  the  owners  being  Otis  Johnson  and Johnson,  of  Nassau,  aforesaid.  De- 
ponent further  says,  that  the  vessel  so  started  from  Abaco  for  Beaufort,  via 
Port  Royal,  in  good  faith,  and  with  no  other  destination,  and  duly  proceeded  on 
her  said  voyage  without  any  unnecessary  delav,  until  the  first  dav  of  August, 
1864,  when  the  said  sloop  Racer  was  taken  by  the  United  States  schooner  Hope, 
and  detained  as  prise,  against  deponent's  protest.  That  the  vessel  was  towed 
to  off  Charleston  to  the  fleet  there,  and  Mtn  there  ordered  to  Beaufort,  North 
Carolina.  That  this  deponent  was  himself  kept  and  detained  as  a  prisoner 
daring  the  said  thirty-one  days,  twenty-three  days  he  being  confined  on  shore ; 
and  he  claims  for  said  arrest,  detention,  and  imprisonment  the  sum  of  $100 
per  day.  That  the  mate  and  the  two  men  attached  to  the  vessel  were  also  de- 
tained during  the  time  that  deponent  was  detained.  That  the  vessel  was  not 
released  undl  the  first  of  September,  1864,  at  which  time  deponent  was  re- 
leased. Deponent  further  says,  that  no  prize  proceedings  were  had  against  said 
vessel,  nor  none  attempted  to  be  had,  and  no  court  existed  at  either  Charleston 
or  Beaufort  to  tiy  them;  and  deponent  says  that  the  object  of  saidvoya^  was 
to  sell  the  vessel  at  Port  Royal  or  Beaufort,  and  purchase  another  with  the  pro- 
ceeds, and  with  the  proceeds  of  two  drafts  which  he  had  of  $1,000  each  in  gold. 
Deponent  further  says,  that  the  vessel  was  put  to  great  loss,  and  l^at  this  de- 
ponent was  put  to  great  loss  and  inconvenience  on  account  of  his  capture  and 
confinement. 

CHARLES  ANSON  RUSSELL. 
Fl.  8.1  Sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  September,  1864. 

FRANKLIN  A.  WILCOX, 
[Rev.  Stamp.]  Notary  Public. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

WA8H!NGT0if,  October  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Ist,  rela- 
tive to  an  increase  of  the  American  naval  force  in  the  Canadian  lakes,  and  of 
its  enclosures,  and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  to-day  forwarded  copies  to 
her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  me  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc.,  ifc.,  igc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


DfiPARTMBNT  OP   StATB, 

Washington,  October  4, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  1st 
instant,  referring  to  your  communication  of  the  9th  ultimo,  in  which  you  did  ine 
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the  honor  to  commimicate  .to  me  copies  of  certain  order  in  council  iaeaed  bj 
his  excellency  the  lieutenant  eoyemor  of  Nova  Scotia,  directing  that  American 
and  belligerent  cruisers  should  come  to  an  anchorage  in  the  regular  man-of-war 
anchorage  off  the  dock-yard  of  Hali&z,  and  informing  me  that  on  more  than 
one  occasion  lately  federal  cruisers  had  anchored  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  port  of  ELalifaz,  with  a  view  apparently  of  chasing  or  visiting  vessels  leaving 
that  port;  and  stating  that  as  this  is  a  manifest  violation  of  international  usage,  of 
the  Queen's  regulations,  and  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  you  feel  convinced 
that  I  will  see  the  expediency  of  suggesting  to  the  Navy  Department  the  urgent 
necessity  and  pressing  importance  of  issuing  the  necessary  oraers,  if  not  already 
issued,  to  commanders  of  federal  ships-of-war,  to  comply  in  good  faith  with 
the  regulations  established  for  the  port  of  Halifax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  a  copy  of  your  note,  inviting  his  immediate  attention  to 
the  subject.  • 

It  is  presumed  that  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  which  have  recently 
anchored  off  the  port  of  Halifax  have,  in  consequence  of  being  on  remote  canis- 
ing  grounds,  failed  to  receive  notice  of  the  new  regulation.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  cause  of  their  nroceedings,  they  are  very  much  regretted,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  the  oecretary  of  the  Navy  wul  adopt  such  measures  as  will 
prevent  their  recurrence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  sor- 
vanty 

.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnlbv,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^r.,  8fc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Waskington,  October  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash,  British  merchants,  who 
were  refiised  a  clearance  by  the  customs  authorities  at  New  York,  for  goods 
shipped  bv  them  for  Nassau.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMK  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^,  ic. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

Wcuhington,  October  5,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  3d  instant,  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of  the  British  sloop  Racer  by  the  United 
States  schooner  Hope,  and  preferring  a  claim  to  compensation  on  account  of 
losses  growing  out  of  the  capture  and  detention  of  the  Racer. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  submitted  the  case  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  view  to  investigation  and  proper  proceedings. 
I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HUMB  BUBNLBY,  csq.,  ^C.,  tfC.,  SfC. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  October  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  extract  of  a  letter  fix)m  a  Mr.  James  Stewart,  a  cotton- 
owner,  of  New  Orleans,  and  beg  to  recommend  it  to  your  earnest  consideration, 
particularly  as  to  the  statement  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasunr, 
that  if  Mr.  Stewart  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  here,  he  would 
get  either  the  proceeds  or  the  cotton. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  4«'»  4^-»  4^« 


Mr,  Stewart  to  Lord  Lgons. 

[Extract] 

"I  am  a  citizen  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in 
commercial  business  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
rebellion  I  had  large  amounts  due  me  by  the  cotton-planters  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  settlement  I  took  cotton  fix)m  them,  paying  the  aifference  in  cash  when 
the  cotton  purchased  exceeded  my  claims.  This  cotton  was  stored  on  the  plan- 
tations, ana  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  I  waited  on  General  Grant,  who,  after 
examining  my  papers,  gave  me  a  permit  to  carry  my  cotton  to  New  Orleans, 
and  a  letter  to  Brigadier  General  Crocker,  commanding  at  Natchez,  to  give  me 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  I  did  get  several  lots  out,  but  have  a  good 
deal  of  it  remaining  on  the  plantations.  One  Bilguay,  claiming  to  be  a  French 
subject,  purchased  some  lots  of  cotton  in  the  same  county  where  my  cotton  is 
stored,  all  of  which  was  burnt  by  order  of  Wirt  Adams,  who  commanded  a  reg- 
iment of  cavalry.  This  man  entered  into  some  arrangement  with  Colonel  EUett, 
commanding  the  marine  brigade,  and  one  Mr.  Clements,  and  thev  landed  and 
carried  away  cotton  wherever  they  found  any,  alleging  that  as  Bilguay's  cotton 
was  destroyed,  he  had  a  right  to  take  property  until  his  losses  were  made  good. 
This  cotton  was  carried  to  Natchez  and  placed  in  the  government  yard.  A 
number  of  claimants  came  forward,  and,  by  paying  fifty  doUar^  a  bale,  they 
got  back  their  property.  Another  portion  was  handed  over  to  Bilguay,  who 
shipped  the  same  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  the  owners  of  the  property  seized 
it.  Among  the  property  carried  off  were  seventy  bales  of  my  cotton,  which  was 
stored  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  W.  Harrison,  nine  miles  back  of  Rodney,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  I  was  informed  by  the  assistant  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  in  Natchez  that  the  cotton  having  been  turned  over  to  him  by  the 
military,  he  had  no  power  to  surrender  it ;  but  that  if  I  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  I  would  get  either  the  cotton  or  the  proceeds. 

**  Judge  Hart  shipped  the  cotton,  with  several  other  lots,  on  the  steamer  Em- 
press to  Cairo,  either  in  April  or  the  beginning  of  May,  but  always  told  me  I 
would  get  it  back  again  upon  making  application  at  the  proper  quarter.  About 
this  time  Judge  Hart  was  dismissed,  ana  his  successor  in  Natchez,  Judge  Bur- 
nett, gave  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  have  the  cotton  out.  There  was 
no  record  kept  of  the  different  marks,  and  they  could  only  inform  me  that  the 
cotton  had  been  shipped  with  other  lots.  Mr.  Hartley,  who  was  the  custom- 
house officer  in  Natchez,  saw  the  cotton  in  the  yard,  and  it  was  branded  N.  H. 
He  also  shipped  it  along  with  other  lots  to  Cairo,  and  all  this  can  be  proved  by 
him.  I  think,  under  the  circumstances,  I  am  justified  in  requesting  that  the 
United  States  office  at  Cairo,  or  St.  Louis,  hand  over  to  me  the  proceeds  of 
said  cotton. 
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the  honor  to  communicate  .to  me  copies  of  certain  order  in  oooncil  iaeued  bj 
his  excellency  the  lieutenant  ffoyemor  of  Nova  Scotia,  directing  that  American 
and  belligerent  cnuBers  should  come  to  an  anchorage  in  the  regular  man-of-war 
anchorage  off  the  dock-yard  of  Hali£Ekx,  and  informing  me  that  on  more  than 
one  occasion  lately  federal  cruisers  had  anchored  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  port  of  ELalifax,  with  a  riew  apparently  of  chasing  or  visiting  vessels  leaving 
that  port;  and  stating  that  as  this  is  a  manifest  violation  of  international  usage,  of 
the  Queen's  regulations,  and  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  you  feel  convinced 
that  I  will  see  the  expediency  of  suggesting  to  the  Navy  Department  the  urgent 
necessity  and  pressing  importance  of  issuing  the  necessary  orders,  if  not  already 
issued,  to  commanders  of  federal  ships-of-war,  to  comply  in  good  faith -wiUi 
the  regulations  established  for  the  port  of  Halifax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  a  copy  of  your  note,  inviting  his  immediate  attention  to 
the  subject.  • 

It  is  presumed  that  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  which  have  recently 
anchored  off  the  port  of  Hali£uc  have,  in  consequence  of  being  on  remote  cruis- 
ing grounds,  failed  to  receive  notice  of  the  new  regulation.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  cause  of  their  proceedings,  they  are  very  much  r^retted,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  adopt  sudi  measures  as  will 
prevent  their  recurrence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  sei^ 
vanty 

.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bundey, 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  October  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash,  British  merchants,  who 
were  refused  a  clearance  by  the  customs  authorities  at  New  York,  for  good* 
shipped  by  them  for  Nassau.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  ifC. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtm,  October  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  3d  inatant,  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of  the  British  sloop  Racer  by  the  United 
States  schooner  Hope,  and  preferring  a  claim  to  compensation  on  account  of 
losses  growing  out  of  the  capture  and  detention  of  the  Racer. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  submitted  the  case  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  view  to  investigation  and  proper  proceedings. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HUMB  BuRNLBY,  CSq.,  ifC,,  ifC,,  ffC. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Setvard, 

Washington,  October  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  James  Stewart,  a  cotton- 
owner,  of  New  Orleans,  and  beg  to  recommend  it  to  yonr  earnest  consideration, 
particularly  as  to  the  statement  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasunr, 
that  if  Mr.  Stewart  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  here,  he  would 
get  either  the  proceeds  or  the  cotton. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yom*  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro,  ^.,  ^.,  i^. 


Mr,  SUtoart  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract] 

"I  am  a  citizen  of  Ghreat  Britain,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in 
commercial  business  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
rebellion  I  had  large  amounts  due  me  by  the  cotton-planters  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  settlement  I  took  cotton  from  them,  paying  the  difference  in  cash  when 
the  cotton  purchased  exceeded  my  claims.  This  cotton  was  stored  on  the  plan- 
tations, ana  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  I  waited  on  General  Grant,  who,  after 
examining  my  papers,  gave  me  a  permit  to  carry  my  cotton  to  New  Orleans, 
and  a  letter  to  Brigadier  General  Crocker,  commanding  at  Natchez,  to  give  me 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  I  did  get  several  lots  out,  but  have  a  good 
deal  of  it  remaining  on  the  plant^^tions.  One  Bilguay,  claiming  to  be  a  French 
subject,  purchased  some  lots  of  cotton  in  the  same  county  where  my  cotton  is 
stored,  aJl  of  which  was  burnt  by  order  of  Wirt  Adams,  who  commanded  a  reg- 
iment of  cavalry.  This  man  entered  into  some  arrangement  with  Colonel  Ellett, 
commanding  the  marine  brigade,  and  one  Mr.  Clements,  and  thev  landed  and 
carried  away  cotton  wherever  they  found  any,  idleging  that  as  Bifguay's  cotton 
was  destroyed,  he  had  a  right  to  take  property  until  his  losses  were  made  good. 
This  cotton  was  carried  to  Natchez  and  placed  in  the  government  yard.  A 
number  of  claimants  came  forward,  and,  by  payhig  ^y  dollars  a  bale,  they 
got  back  their  property.  Another  portion  was  handed  over  to  Bilguay,  who 
shipped  the  same  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  the  owners  of  the  property  seized 
it.  Among  the  property  carried  off  were  seventy  bales  of  my  cotton,  which  was 
stored  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  W.  Harrison,  nine  miles  back  of  Rodney,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  I  was  informed  by  the  assistant  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  in  Natchez  that  the  cotton  having  been  turned  over  to  him  by  the 
military,  he  had  no  power  to  surrender  it ;  but  that  if  I  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  I  would  get  either  the  cotton  or  the  process. 

"  Judge  Hart  shipped  the  cotton,  with  several  other  lots,  on  the  steamer  Em- 
press to  Cairo,  either  in  April  or  the  beghining  of  May,  but  always  told  me  I 
would  get  it  back  again  upon  making  application  at  the  proper  quarter.  About 
this  time  Judge  Hart  was  dismissed,  and  his  successor  in  Natchez,  Judge  Bur- 
nett, gave  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  have  the  cotton  out.  There  was 
no  record  kept  of  the  different  marks,  and  they  could  only  inform  me  that  the 
cotton  had  been  shipped  with  other  lots.  Mr.  Hartley,  who  was  the  custom- 
house officer  in  Natchez,  saw  the  cotton  in  the  yard,  and  it  was  branded  N.  H. 
He  also  shipped  it  along  with  other  lots  to  Cairo,  and  all  Hais  can  be  proved  by 
him.  I  think,  under  the  circumstances,  I  am  justified  in  requesting  that  the 
United  States  officer  at  Cairo,  or  St.  Louis,  haiid  over  to  me  the  proceeds  of 
said  cotton. 
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*'  I  have,  however,  every  confidence  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  do 
me  justice.  I  will  say  that  Judge  Burnett,  who  acted  as  agent  for  the  Treasury 
in  Natchez  when  I  left,  did  all  he  could  for  me;  and  had  be  been  in  anthoritY 
when  the  cotton  was  in  Natchez,  I  should  hare  had  it  restored  at  once.  I  had 
to  leave  earlier  than  I  anticipated,  on  account  of  sickness  in  my  family." 


Mr.  Burvley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  October  5, 1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note 
which  you  were  good  enough  to  address  to  Lord  Lyons,  on  the  13th  July,  in 
reply  to  the  one  which  his  lordship  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you,  under 
instructions  from  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affaire,  oa 
the  13th  June  last,  relative  to  the  imprisonment  in  the  Old  Capitol  prison  at 
this  place  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Hardcastle,  and  his  death  in  consequence  of  a 
shot  fired  by  a  sentry  at  that  prison. 

I  am  now  instructed  to  state,  that  her  Miyesty's  government  have  learned 
with  much  regret  the  view  taken  of  Mr.  Hardcasue's  case  by  the  United  States 
government,  and  their  refusal  to  offer  compensation  to  the  relatives  of  tins 
unfortunate  person.  After  a  further  and  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circnm- 
stances  connected  with  this  case,  her  Majesty's  government  see  no  reason  to 
modify  their  opinion  with  respect  to  it,  as  expressed  in  Lord  Lyons's  notes  of 
the  13th  Aujgust,  1863,*  and  13th  June,  1864.  I  can,  therefore,  only  repeat 
that  her  Majesty's  government  considers  that  Mr.  Hardcastle's  life  was  sacri- 
ficed by  the  carelessness  of  subordinate  officers  of  the  United  States  govero- 
ment»  and  by  the  bad  regulations  of  the  prison  in  which  he  was  improperiy 
confined. 

Her  Majesty's  government  further  consider  that  there  are  some  portions  of 
the  report  of  the  United  States  Judge  Advocate  General  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  which  ought  not  to  be  left  wholly  unnoticed. 

K  the  construction  which  that  officer  places  upon  the  meaning  and  effect  of  a 
safe  conduct  under  a  flag  of  truce  is  to  prevail,  it  should  be  widely  and  generally 
known,  for  in  substance  it  amounts  to  this — that  the  United  States  regard  a 
flag  of  truce,  when  used  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  and  obtaining  pennission 
for  a  particular  individual  to  pass  and  remain  within  their  lines,  as  imparting 
no  protection  whatever  to  the  person  who  may  come  und^r  it  into  their  territory. 
As  thus  interpreted  it  means,  merely,  that  persons  who  bring  it  are  not  to  be 
fired  upon  while  they  pass  the  space  which  intervenes  between  the  lines  of  the 
enemies,  and  while  the  flag  itself  is  exhibited ;  but  that,  as  soon  as  they  are 
within  the  lines  of  the  United  States,  they  may  be  treated  in  exactly  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  had  been  made  prisoners  of  war.  Her  Majesty's  government 
affirm  such  a  doctrine  to  be  utterly  at  variance  with  international  law,  with  the-- 
usages  of  all  civilized  states,  and  with  the  reason  and  justice  upon  which  both 
are  founded.  Good  faith,  in  matters  of  this  kind,  is  a  question  of  substance, 
and  not  (as  international  authorities  seem  to  be  interpreted  by  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate General  of  the  United  States)  one  of  form.  Whether  the  form  be  a  written 
safe  conduct,  or  a  permission  given  (without  writing)  for  the  safe  passage  of  an 
individual  within  the  lines  of  a  belligerent,  the  promise  of  safety  is  in  substance 
the  same;  and  the  effect  of  such  promise  must  continue  (unless  a  limit  was 
originally  fixed  to  its  duration)  until  it  is  revokedi  after  such  a  notice  as  may  at 
least  give  the  person  relying  upon  it  the  opportunity  of  returning  without  moles- 

*38th  Congroaa,  Ist  aeasion,  Ex.  Doc  No.  1,  page  690. 
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tation  from  the  same  belligereDi  to  the  place  from  which  he  came,  or  come  oUier 
place  of  Becnritj.  The  necessary  ase  of  a  flag  of  truce  to  obtain  such  a  permis- 
sion .does  not  imply  that  the  permission  itself  is  to  be  nugatory  as  soon  as  that 
flag  is  withdrawn. 

As  regards  the  passage  brought  forward  by  the  Judge  Advocate  Greneial,  in 
support  of  his  views,  from  Vattel,  cap.  17,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that  the 
passage  does  not  appear  in  any  way  to  support  the  doctrine  for  the  conflrmation 
of  which  it  is  cited.  That  author  is  there  not  speaking  of  the^protection  afforded 
by  a  flag  of  truce  to  a  person  who  is  admitted  under  it  to  enter  and  remain  in 
the  enemy's  lines,  but  of  a  general  suspension  of  hostilities  for  a  limited  period, 
after  the  lapse  of  which  period,  he  rightly  says,  in  the  absence  of  any  special 
condition,  the  enemy  found  in  the  territories  of  either  belligerent  is  subject  to 
the  laws  of  war. 

Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  dispute,  that  if  Mr.  Hardcastle  had  mis- 
conducted himself  after  he  had  been  so  received  into  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  liable  to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned;  but  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Hardcastle's  arrest  and  imprisonment,  upon  no 
ground  whatever  except  upon  vague  suspicions  as  to  his  previous  acts  and  history, 
derived  from  the  very  fact  of  his  coming  from  the  enemy's  lines,  and  from  the 
papers  produced  at  the  time  of  his  admission  under  promise  of  safe  conduct, 
(for  it  is  admitted  that  this  expression  was  used,  and  it  is  vainly  attempted  to 
explain  away  its  force,)  was  a  plain  violation  of  the  good  fedth  pledged  to  him» 
for  which  her  Majesty's  government  see  no  justification  in  any  alleged  necessi- 
ties of  the  belligerent. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that  her  M^esty's 
government  feel  bound  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  renewing  their 
application  to  the  United  States  goveiimient  for  compensation  to  Mr.  Hardcastle's 
relatives,  should  they,  at  a  future  period,  consider  it  to  be  their  duty  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration^  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Bbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  October  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the 
records  of  the  various  prize  cases  which  have  been  submitted  to  them  from 
time  to  time,  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  before  the  prize  court  of  New 
Orleans,  respecting  the  capture,  in  the  Rio  Grande,  of  the  British  vessels 
Science,  Sir  William  Peel,  Dashing  Wave,  and  Volante. 

With  respect  to  the  Volante,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  perceive  that 
there  was  any  sufficient  legal  justification  for  the  condemnation  of  that  vessel. 
In  the  absence  of  a  reasoned  judgment  in  the  case,  her  Majesty's  government 
are  left  to  suppose  that  the  sentence  had  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  part  of 
the  cargo  was  proved  to  have  consisted  of  military  clothing,  and  that,  from  the 
position  in  which  the  ship  lay,  that  clothing  may  have  been  intended  for  im- 
portation direct  into  the  Confederate  States,  although  ostensibly  consigned  to 
merchants  in  the  neutral  port  of  Matamoras.  But  her  Majesty's  government 
consider  that  there  seems  to  be  no  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  such  a  con- 
clusion, and  can  collect  only  that  the  ground  really  assigned  by  the  judge  for 
the  sentence  was,  that  the  vessel  was  "  anchored  in  interdicted  or  American 
waters,"  and  her  Majesty's  government  are  wholly  at  a  loss  to  understand  the 
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meaning  of  the  word  **  interdicted/'  as  applied  to  any  anchorage  whatever, 
where  there  is  no  blockade. 

I  am,  therefore,  instructed  to  express  the  surprise  of  her  Majesty's  goyem- 
ment  at  the  declared  ^und  of  this  sentence,  and  their  confident  expectation, 
that,  unless  it  can  be  snown  either  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  been  mis- 
informed as  to  the  reasons  for  the  sentence,  or  that  such  a  ground  is  warranted 
by  the  principles  and  precedents  of  maritime  international  law,  the  United 
fiitates  government  will  at  once  interfere  to  prevent  the  execution  of  a  sentence 
which  is,  on  the  face  of  it,  so  unjust. 

With  regard  to  the  Sir  William  Peel,  Science,  and  Dashing  Wave,  which 
was  declar^  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  to  have  been  seized  without  probable 
cause,  her  Majesty's  government  instruct  me  to  say,  whilst  expressing  their 
satisfaction  at  the  release  of  these  vessels,  that  they  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
upon  what  principle  of  recognized  prise  law  a  reasonable  ground  of  capture 
can  have  been  asserted  in  the  case  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  or  cost  and  damages 
can  have  been  refused  to  the  owners. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  also  heard  with  much  reeret  that  the  dis- 
trict attorney  of  the  United  States  has  given  notice  of  appeal  in  these  several 
cases.  In  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government  it  appears  too  clear  §ot 
any  reasonable  controversy  that  the  seizure  of  all  these  ships  was  made  upon  a 
Mse  principle,  contrary  to  international  law,  in  which  (even  if  it  were  to  receive 
the  sanction  of  an  American  prize  court)  her  Majesty's  government  could  not 
acQuiesce. 

ner  Majesty's  government,  therefore,  approving  of  the  representation  made 
by  Lord  Lyons  in  his  note  of  the  Ilth  July,  as  to  the  threatened  appeal  in  the 
particular  case  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  instructs  me  again  to  remonstrate 
against  the  delay  and  injustice  which  must  arise  from  the  prosecution  of  ap- 
peal in  any  of  these  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  > 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Srward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WoMhingtOHy  October  6,  1864. 
SiK  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  department  that  the  agents  of 
the  insurgent  enemies  of  the  United  States  are  engaged  in  fitting  out  vessels  at 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  view  to  piratical  operations  afi;ain8t  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  The  steamer  Hope,  which  sailed  on  the  23d  of 
August  last  from  that  port,  bound  for  Wilmington,  is  represented  to  be  a  vessel 
of  Uiat  character. 

I  will  thank  you  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  proper  colonial  authorities  of 
her  Majesty  to  the  matter,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  such  enterprises. 

I  have  dbe  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWA&D. 

J.  HVMR  BUBNLBY,  Esq.,  IfC,  IfC.,  4c. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Oc/(7icr  7, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  15th  August,  with  its  enclosure  horn 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  my  note  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  to  your  reply 
of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York  to  grant  a  clearance  of  certain  merchandise  shipped  by  Messrs.  Darrell  & 
Nash  to  Nassau,  in  the  Bahama  islands,  I  have  the  nonor  to  enclose  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  these  gentlemen  addressed  to  her  Mfgesty's  consul  at  New  York, 
accompanied  by  a  protest,  signed  by  the  captain  and  navigator  of  the  Teviot, 
with  a  view,  in  the  nrst  place,  of  explaining  the  nature  of  thes6  mercantile  trans- 
actions with  the  port  of  Nassau ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  of  refuting  what  the 
deputy  collector  states  in  the  third  paragraph  of  his  letter  enclosed  in  your  note 
of  the  15th  August. 

I  beg  to  recommed  this  case  strongly  to  your  consideration,  in  the  hope 
that  restrictions  of  this  kind  will  be  removed,  and  a  legitimate  commerce  not 
hampered  or  interfered  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hou.  William  H.  Sbwaru,  S^.,  S^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  DarrdI  to  Mr.  Arekibald. 

New  York,  September  3,  1864. 

Sir  ;  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  persual  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Lord  Lyons,  in  reference  to  the  refusal  of  the 
collector  of  this  port  to  clear  the  cargo  shipped  by  my  firm  (Darrell  &  Nash) 
on  the  British  schooner  Electric,  for  Nassau,  New  I^rovidence. 

The  deputy  collector  says,  in  his  letter  of  3d  August,  "  These  gentlemen 
have  been  for  some  time  engaged,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  in  shipping  goods 
to  blockade  runners  at  Nassau,  to  be  sent  to  the  States  in  rebellion." 

For  my  late  and  present  firm,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  con- 
clusion of  the  deputy  collector  as  hasty  and  altogether  unfounded  in  fact. 
If  the  collector  knows  this  statement  to  be  correct,  it  is  somewhat  singular  that 
he  has  taken  no  action  against  us  on  the  bonds  we  have  given  for  those  ship- 
ments. Our  business  with  Nassau  has  been  purely  as  commission  merchants, 
and  we  have  had  no  interest  whatever  in  any  of  our  shipments  to  that  port 
The  number  of  our  correspondents  has  not  increased,  and  all  were  doing  busi- 
ness there  prior  to  the  secession  of  the  southern  States.  We  have  been  most 
particular,  in  the  execution  of  orders  for  that  port,  not  to  send  any  articles  that 
we  thought  unlikely  to  be  wanted  for  consumption  in  the  Bahamas,  and  have 
declined,  repeatedly,  business  that  we  did  not  think  came  within  the  limits  of 
our  custom-house  regulations ;  further,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
our  constituents  in  Nassau  have  dealt  in  good  faith  and  fairly  by  us,  in  the 
observance  of  then:  pledge  to  us  that  they  would  sell  our  shipments  in  that 
market  for  consumption. 

In  explanation  of  the  case  that  the  deputy  eoDector  cites  in  his  third  para- 
graph, we  refer  you  to  a  copy  of  a  protest  herewith,  signed  by  the  captain  and 
navigator  of  the  schooner  Teviot,  showing  the  cause  of  the  deviation.  The 
cargo  was  shipped  by  my  late  firm  in  good  faith  to  be  landed  at  Bermuda,  as 
you  will  perceive  by  reference  to  bills  of  lading  herewith. 


J 
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The  deputy  collector  has  been  ffrosBlv  misinformed  with  regard  to  the  ultimate 
destination  of  the  cargo  intended  to  be  shipped  by  us  on  the  Electric  We 
offered  the  deputy  collector  of  the  bond  department,  and  are  still  prepared  to 
show  our  orders  for  all  the  articles  of  that  cargo,  and  do  not  think  that  the 
ooUector  can  show  an  authenticated  case  of  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  sent 
those  orders  ever  having  been  engaged  in  the  blockade  business. 
I  am,  &c.> 

WM.E.DABRELL 
£.  M.  Archibald,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ijfc.,  ^. 


Protest. 

Bahama  Islands  : 

Be  it  known,  that  on  this  day»  being  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  July,  in  tbe 
year  of  our  Lord  1863,  personaUy  appeared  before  me  Thomas  William  Henry 
Dillet,  notary  public  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  re- 
residhog  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  islana  of  New  rrovidence,  William  Wil- 
son, master  of  the  British  schnooner  Teviot,  of,  and  belonging  to,  the  poit  of 
Nassau,  and  Albert  Orlando  Stone,  of  Oharleston,  South  Carolina,  a  pas- 
senger on  board  the  said  schooner,  who,  of  their  own  free  will  and  volontaiy 
accord,  did  allege,  affirm,  protest,  and  say,  as  follows  : 

That  they  sailed  in  and  on  board  of  the  said  schooner  Teviot,  tcom  the  port 
of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  27th  day  of  Jane  la?t 
past,  for  St.  George's,  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  80 
barrels  of  flour,  100  barrels  of  alcohol,  100  kegs  of  soda,  200  firkins  of  bntter, 
mackerel,  and  other  articles;  that  on  the  29th  it  blew  a  fresh  gale  from  the 
southeast,  and  on  the  30th  it  continued  so  to  blow  with  a  heavy  sea,  which 
caused  the  vessel  to  make  much  water.  At  1  p.  m.  they  carried  away  tbe  jib- 
stay;  took  in  the  jib,  and  put  a  preventer  on  the  stay,  and  set  the  jib  withoot 
bonnet;  at  7  a.  m.  the  wmd  blew  stronger  from  southeast  by  east,  wherefore 
the  sails  were  close  reefed  fore  and  aft;  on  the  1st  of  July,  being  by  ob- 
servation in  latitude  34^  2^,  and  longitude  73^  57',  the  gale  continued,  and 
the  vessel  labored  hard,  making  water  freely,  the  weather  continuing  boisterous 
throughout  the  day;  on  the  2d  it  became  more  moderate,  the  wind  blowing 
from  southeast  by  east,  but  the  vessel  being  in  a  crippled  condition,  and 
continuing  to  leak  badly,  it  was  deemed  unsafe  to  proce^  to  Bermuda,  and, 
upon  consultation,  it  was  determined  to  run  to  Nassau  for  repairs;  on  the  3d 
there  were  fresh  gales  from  the  southeast,  they  being,  by  observation,  in  latitude 
33°  56',  and  longitude  73^^  48'.  The  next  day  they  had  nleasant  weather,  with 
the  wind  to  the  east ;  that  on  Sunday,  the  5th,  they  had  fresh  gales  from  tbe 
south  ;  the  vessel  still  continued  to  leak  badly.  The  6th  came  in  with  strong 
^es  horn  the  southeast  by  east ;  at  1  p.  m.  they  hove  to ;  but  as  the  wind 
became  more  moderate,  at  8  a.  m.  they  filled  away,  their  course  being  south  bj 
west,  and  they  being  by  observation  in  latitude  28°  2'  and  longitude  73°  59^; 
that  the  7th  and  8th  they  had  moderate  winds  and  pleasant  weather ;  on  the 
9th  day  they  had  strong  breezes  for  the  first  part  of  the  day;  at  8  a.  m.  thej 
made  Abaco,  the  light-house  being  and  bearing  west  by  south,  distant  about 
19  miles,  and  arrived  at  Nassau  on  Fridav  evening,  the  10th  day  of  Jul  J) 
instant ;  that  they  commenced  to  discharge  the  cargo  on  this  13th  day  of  July. 
and  that  6  casks  of  alcohol,  5  barrels  of  flour,  and  4  nests  of  empty  trunks  were 
found  to  be  damaged  by  sea- water ;  that  they  are  now  still  discharging  the 
said  cargo. 

Wherefore  the  said  master  hath  requested  me,  the  said  notary,  to  protest,  as 
J  do,  by  these  presents,  most  solemnly  protest,  against  all  winds,  waves,  aod 
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seas,  and  against  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whom  it  may  or  shall  con- 
cern, and  declare  that  all  damages,  losses,  and  detriments  that  have  happened 
to  the  said  ship  and  her  cargo  are  and  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  merchants  and 
freighters  interested,  or  whomsoever  else  it  may  concern,  (by  way  of  average 
or  otherwise,)  the  same  having  occurred  ad  before  mentioued,  and  not  by  or 
through  the  insufficiency  of  the  said  ship,  or  neglect  of  the  said  appearer,  or 
of  the  officers  or  mariners. 

WILLIAM  WILSON. 

A.  0.  STONE. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  Jiereuuto  set  my  hand  and  seal  notarial,  at  Nas- 
r,    ^  1  sau,  this  19th  day  of  July,  18G3. 
^^  ^J  WILLIAM  HENRY  DILLET, 

Notary  Publict  BaJtamas, 

On  tne  16th  July,  the  said  William  Wilson  further  declared,  protested,  and 
said,  that  the  said  schooner  Teviot  being  discharged  of  her  car^  aforesaid,  he 
found  6  barrels  of  mackerel  and  4  barrels  of  pork  damaged ;  in  addition  to  those 
mentioned  above,  and  to  serve  and  avail  as  occasion  may  require. 

WILLIAM  WILSON. 


In  testimonium  veriteUis. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DILLET, 

Notary  Fudlic,  Bahamoi. 

Bahama  Islands  : 

I,  Thomas  W.  Henry  Dillet,  of  Nassau,  a  notary  by  lawful  authority  ap- 
pointed, duly  admitted  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  and  attest  unto  all  to  whom 
it  may  concern,  that  the  above  and  before  written  is  a  duplicate  or  true  cogy  of  a 
certain  instrument  of  protest  made  before  me,  taken  and  extracted  from  my  register 
of  all  notarial  acts  by  and  before  me,  granted  and  passed,  marked  A,  folio  — . 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  at  Nassau,  this 
16th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DILLET, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  October  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  steamer 
Mary,  and  her  supposed  connexion  with  the  southern  insui-gcnts,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  on  this  subject  from 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi* 
ent,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Shwabd,  S^,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 

47  c  * 
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Mr.  Maedonnell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House, 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  September  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  13th 
instant,  which  did  not  reach  me  till  the  28th  instant.  Your  letter  encloses  a 
commuoication  from  Mr.  Seward,  representing  that  the  Mary,  formerly  the 
Alexandria,  has  arrived  at  Halifax,  for  the  supposed  purpose  of  being  armed 
and  equipped  for  the  confederate  service. 

Mr.  Seward,  therefore,  suggests  that  you  should. communicate  with  me,  in 
order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  agaitist  the  United  States  and  their 
shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  effect  from  any  port  within  my  jurisdictioiL 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  in  future,  as  heretofore,  my  most  strenuous  ex- 
ertions phall  be  directed  to  maintaining  within  the  neutral  waters  of  this  portion 
of  her  Majesty's  dominions  the  stiictest  observance  of  those  orders  which  have 
been  issued  for  my  guidance  in  reference  to  belligerent  cruisers,  whether  federal 
or  confederate. 

I  cannot,  however,  interfere  with  any  vessel  British-owned,  in  a  Britiah 
harbor,  on  mere  suspicion ;  nevertheless,  I  have  so  decided  a  determination  to 
prevent  any  abuse  of  the  accommodation  afforded  by  this  port  to  any  party, 
that  I  have  instituted  inquiry,  for  my  own  satisfaction,  into  the  rumored  desti- 
nation of  the  Mary.  I  have  even  directed  that  the  Mary  shall  be  watched,  and 
am  prepared  to  interfere,  if  any  illegal  equipment  of  that  vessel,  for  warlike  par- 
poses,  be  attempted  in  this  province. 

At  the  same  time  you  may  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  result  of  my  inquiries 
leads  me  to  suppose  that  the  Mary,  although  originally  strongly  buUt,  and  ap- 

Earently  intended  for  warlike  purposes,  is  now  lying  here  an  embarrasisment  to 
er  owners,  unsaleable  and  unserviceable,  either  as  an  ordinary  merchantmao 
or  a  cruiser.     Her  speed  under  steam  does  not  exceed  four  and  a  half  knots. 
and  I  believe  she  is  considered  a  failure,  whatever  may  have  been  her  original 
destination.     Therefore  no  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  in  her  case. 
•  I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

B.  G.  MACDONNELL, 

Lieutenant  Governor,  ifc.,  ^ 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  fy:.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  a  recent  violation 
by  the  United  States  vessels-of-war  of  the  order  of  the  executive  council  o^ 
Nova  Scotia,  a  copy  of  which  was  communicated  by  you  to  this  department  on 
the  9th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
6th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  containing  a  full  explanation  of 
the  evil  complained  of,  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEVVAKD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  t^c,  dc,  dc 
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Mr.  WeUei  to  Mr,  Stward, 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  October  6,  1364. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  encloaing  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  Ist  instant  from  J.  Hume  Burnley, 
esqL,  in  regard  to  United  States  cniisers  anchoring  in  the  vicinity  of  the  port 
of  Uali&x,  instead  of  at  the  regular  man-of-war  anchorage  off  the  dock-yard  of 
Halifax,  as  required  hy  the  order  of  the  executive  council  of  Nova  Scotia,  a 
copy  of  which  was  communicated  to  this  department  with  your  letter  of  the 
12th  ultimo. 

The  vessels  that  were  despatched  hy  this  department  to  cruise  on  the  eastern 
coast  had  received  their  instructions  and  had  left  port  hefore  the  receipt  of  the 
copy  of  the  order  of  the  council  referred  to.  The  steamer  Florida  is  the  vessel 
that  has  prohahly  violated  the  regulation,  but  the  violation  has  doubtless  been 
unknowingly  committed.  She  was  on  special  service,  and  was  ordered  hy 
telegraph  towards  Halifax,  without  being  in  possession  of  this  decision  of  the 
council. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  it  to-day  to  our  cruisers  on  the  eastern  coast,  and  I 
would  be  glad  if  the  Department  of  State  would  instruct  the  United  States 
consul  at  Halifax  to  communicate  to  any  of  our  war  vessels  arriving  at  Hali£six 
the  order  of  the  council  before  they  drop  anchor,  if  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  October  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th 
instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  an  ex- 
planation relative  to  the  violation  by  federal  cruisers  of  the  Halifax  harbor  regu- 
lations, and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  that  note  to 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  who,  I  am  convinced  will,  receive  the 
explanation  given  as  entirely  satisfactory. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  4^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  28th 

ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  temporary  increase  of  the  observing  force  of 

the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you  that  I  have 

transmitted,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  min- 
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Mr.  Maedonnell  to  Mr,  Bumleff. 

Government  House, 
Halifax^  Nova  Scotia,  September  30,  1S64. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonre  of  the  13th 
instant,  which  did  not  reach  me  till  the  28th  instant.  Your  letter  encloses  a 
communication  from  Mr.  Seward,  representing  that  the  Mary,  formerly  the 
Alexandria,  has  arrived  at  Halifax,  for  the  supposed  purpose  of  being  armed 
and  equipped  for  the  confederate  service. 

Mr.  Seward,  therefore,  suggests  that  you  should. communicate  with  me,  in 
order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  against  the  United  States  and  their 
shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  effect  from  any  port  within  my  jurisdiction. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  in  future,  as  heretofore,  my  most  strenuous  ex- 
ertions Bhall  be  directed  to  maintaining  within  the  neutral  waters  of  this  portion 
of  her  Majesty's  dominions  the  strictest  observance  of  those  orders  whicn  have 
been  issued  for  my  guidance  in  reference  to  belligerent  cruisers,  whether  federal 
or  confederate. 

I  cannot,  however,  interfere  with  any  vessel  British-owned,  in  a  Britiali 
harbor,  on  mere  suspicion  ;  nevertheless,  I  have  so  decided  a  determination  to 
prevent  any  abuse  of  the  accommodation  afforded  by  this  port  to  any  party, 
that  I  have  instituted  inquiry,  for  my  own  satisfaction,  into  the  rumored  desti- 
nation of  the  Mary.  I  have  even  directed  that  the  Mary  shall  be  watched,  and 
am  prepared  to  interfere,  if  any  illegal  equipment  of  that  vessel,  for  warlike  pur- 
poses, be  attempted  in  this  province. 

At  the  same  time  you  may  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  result  of  my  inquiries 
leads  me  to  suppose  that  the  Mary,  although  originally  strongly  built,  and  ap- 

Earently  intended  for  warlike  purposes,  is  now  lying  here  an  embarrassment  to 
er  owners,  unsaleable  and  unserviceable,  either  as  an  ordinary  merchantmao 
or  a  cruiser.     Her  speed  under  steam  does  not  exceed  four  and  a  half  knots, 
and  I  believe  she  is  considered  a  failure,  whatever  may  have  been  her  original 
destination.    Therefore  no  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  in  her  case. 
•  I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

B.  G.  MACDONNELL, 

Lieutcfiant  Governor,  ifc.,  ifc, 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  fy:,^  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  a  recent  violation 
by  the  United  States  vessels -of- war  of  the  order  of  the  executive  council  of 
Nova  Scotia,  a  copy  of  which  was  communicated  by  you  to  this  department  on 
the  9th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
6th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  containing  a  full  explanation  of 
the  evil  complained  of,  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM!  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  tf c,  rf c,  i^c. 
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Mr,  WeUei  to  Mr,  Stteard, 


Navy  Dbpabtment, 

Washington,  October  6,  1364. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copj  of  a  note  of  the  1st  instant  from  J.  Hume  Burnley, 
esq.,  in  regard  to  United  States  cruisers  anchoring  in  the  vicinity  of  the  port 
of  Halifax,  instead  of  at  the  regular  man-of-war  anchorage  off  the  dock-yard  of 
Halifax,  as  required  by  the  order  of  the  executive  council  of  Nova  Scotia,  a 
copy  of  which  was  communicated  to  this  department  with  your  letter  of  the 
12th  ultimo. 

The  vessels  that  were  despatched  by  this  department  to  cruise  on  the  eastern 
coast  had  received  their  instructions  and  had  left  port  before  the  receipt  of  the 
copy  of  the  order  of  the  council  referred  to.  The  steamer  Florida  is  the  vessel 
that  has  probably  violated  the  regulation,  but  the  violation  has  doubtless  been 
unknowingly  committed.  She  was  on  special  service,  and  was  ordered  by 
telegraph  towards  Halifax,  without  being  in  possession  of  this  decision  of  the 
council. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  it  to-day  to  our  cruisers  on  the  eastern  coast,  and  I 
would  be  glad  if  the  Department  of  State  would  instruct  the  United  States 
consul  at  Halifax  to  communicate  to  any  of  our  war  vessels  arriving  at  Hali£six 
the  order  of  the  council  before  they  drop  anchor,  if  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  October  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th 
instant,  enclosing  copv  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  an  ex- 
planation relative  to  the  violation  by  federal  cruisers  of  the  Halifistx  harbor  regu- 
lations, and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  that  note  to 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  who,  I  am  convinced  will,  receive  the 
explanation  given  as  entirely  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  28th 

ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  temporary  increase  of  the  observing  force  of 

the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you  that  I  have 

transmitted  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  min- 
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later  of  tlie  United  States  at  LoudoD,  who  has  been  requested  to  make  explana- 
tions to  Earl  Russell,  which  it  is  not  doubted  will  prove  satisfieu^torj  to  her  Majes- 
ty's government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


DepartmbnI'  of  State, 

Washington,  October  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  Information  having  been  received  at  this  department  that  William  H. 
Crawford,  charged  with  the  crime  of  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  is  a  fugitive  from  the  justice  of  the  United  States  in 
Canada,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  through  you,  sir,  that  her  Bri tannic  Maj- 
esty's government  will,  upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  above-naimed 
William  H.  Crawford,  be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  the  delivery 
to  Enoch  L.  Colby,  esquire,  the  sheriff  of  Lancaster  county.  New  Hampeliire, 
or  to  any  other  person  duly  authorized  by  the  authorities  of  New  Hampshire  to 
receive  the  said-  fugitive,  in  order  that  he  may  be  brought  back  to  the  United 
States  for  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  S^c. 


Mr.  BumUy  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  October  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  11th 
instant,  relative  to  the  extradition  of  William  H.  Crawford,  and  to  state,  in  reply, 
that  I  have  communicated  a  copy  of  that  note  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley 

Washington,  October  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  Information  having  been  received  at  this  department  that  a  man  passing 
by  the  nome  of  Bell,  together  with  a  number  of  associates,  some  of  whom  have 
been  knowj  under  the  names  of  Hoult,  Bristow,  Robert  Drake,  Burley,  and 
Thomas,  respectively,  and  others  of  whom  the  names  have  not  been  ascertained, 
charged  with  the  crime  of  robbery  and  of  assault  with  intent  to  commit  mwr- 
3er  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  are  now  fugitives  from  the  jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  I  have  the  honor  to 
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reqaest,  through  jon,  sir,  that  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  will,  npoa 
the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  said  fugitives,  or  any  of  them,  be  pleased  to 
issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  their  delivery  to  Joseph  Dimmick  and  James 
Henry,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  dnly  authorized  by  the  authorities  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  to  receive  the  said  fugitives,  in  order  to  bring  them  back  to 
the  United  States  for  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser« 
vaot, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Budnley,  Esq.,  Spc.,  i^c,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Depj^rtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  October  13,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  suggestion  that  measures  be  adopted  for  the  protection 
of  cotton  owned  by  British  subjects  residing  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  which 
formed  the  subject  of  Lord  Lyons's  note  of  the  11th  of  April  last,  in  which  his 
lordship  had  special  reference  to  a  claim  of  Miss  Murray,  on  account  of  the 
alleged  seizure  by  the  United  States  military  authorities  in  Mississippi  of  a 
quantity  of  cotton  belonging  to  her.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  recalled  to  the  complaint 
of  Miss  Murray,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  his  decision  upon  the  subject.  The 
suggestion  first  above  mentioned  is  now  under  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Depaetment  of  State, 

IVashingtony  October  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  7th  instant,  relating  to  the  refusal  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York 
to  grant  a  clearance  of  certain  goods  shipped  by  Messrs.  Darrell  6c  Nash  to 
Nassau,  which  case  formed  the  subject  of  a  previous  correspondence.  In  reply 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  copy  of  that  communication  has  been  submitted 
to  the  SecreUu'y  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  all  the  papers  in  the  case  have  been 
referred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  notes  of  the  SSth 
ultimo  and  3d  instant,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  captured 
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off  Bull's  bay  by  tbe  United  States  schooner  Hope,  and,  in  partial  reply,  to  en- 
close a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  Llth  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Navy. 

A  further  investigation  concerning  the  case  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
.has  now  been  requested,  upon  the  receipt  of  whose  reply  1  shall  have  the  honor 
to  address  you  again  upon  the  subject.  -  ■ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  s<»rvant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAKD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  S^. 


Mr,  Welles  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  October  11, 1864 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  5th  instant  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  and  to  trans- 
mit herewith  a  copy  of  a  report,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  received  by  the  depart- 
ment from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  explaining  the  causes  of  the  detention  of 
the  vessel. 

There  appears  to  be  no  just  ground  of  complaint  against  any  persons  acting 
under  the  authority  of  this  department,  and  it  therefore  cannot  entertain  the 
claim  presented,  with  any  views  to  its  allowance. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  the  original  papers  which  accompanied  your 
communication  are  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

becrelary  of  State. 


Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren  to  Mr.  Wdlee, 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  /S.  C,  September  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department^  that 
the  sloop  Racer  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  schooner  Hope, 
off  Bull's  bay,  South  Carolina,  within  the  limits  of  the  blockade  off  thai 
station.  She  had  British  papers  and  a  clearance  from  Nassau  to  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina,  but  had  no  cargo.  I  did  not  learn  of  the  capture  until  the  4th 
of  August,  when  I  gave  orders  to  send  her  to  Beaufort,  her  alleged  port. 

If  the  vessel  had  been  on  the  proper  course  to  her  port,  she  would  not  have 
been  molested ;  but  having  been  found  entirely  off  that  course,  and  within  the 
limits  of  the  blockade,  just  about  the  vicinity  which  the  blockade  runners 
strike  as  a  sure  point  whereby  to  regulate  their  course  for  entrance  into  Charles- 
ton,'and  where  a  vessel  is  stationed  to  assist  in  defeating  this  purpose,  she 
properly  became  an  object  of  suspicion.  She  had  no  cargo,  which  is  now  a  veiy 
common  occurrence  with  vessels  entering  under  the  circumstances.  The  least 
I  could  do  was  to  see  that  she  did  actually  go  to  the  port  where  the  master 
alleged  she  was  bound.  Accordingly  I  directed  her  to  be  towed  to  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina,  and  have  no  doubt  that,  though  a  delay  of  some  days  ensued 
before  a  steamer  could  be«pared,  she  reached  her  destination  quite  as  soon  as 
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ehe  could  have  sailed  there,  and  cannot  therefore  plead  detection.  The  directions 
were  to  turn  her  over  to  the  collector  there,  who  would  determine  on  the 
proprietj  of  further  measures. 

The  papers  of  the  vessel  were  sent  to  the  departmeat  in  order  that  it  might 
be  apprised  of  what  I  considered  a  new  device  for  evading  the  blockade,  with  a 
request  that  the  papers  should  be  transmitted  to  the  collector  of  Beaufort.  M.j 
part  terminated  with  the  delivery  of  the  Racer  at  her  alleged  port,  and  the 
department  will  perceive  that  the  master  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  detention 
up  to  that  period.  As  for  ill-treatment  and  damages,  I  give  the  following  state- 
ment of  Captain  Green  in  reply  to  my  interrogatories  : 

"  Interrogatory  Ist.  Was  there  any  protest  made  by  the  captain  of  the  Racer? 

"  Answer.  The  captain  of  the  Racer  made  tio  protest  untu  the  8th  August ; 
on  which  day  he  addi-essed  a  letter,  either  to  you  or  myself,  and  which  was 
forwarded  to  you  under  date  of  August  iO,  protesting  in  terms  against  his 
detention,  and  which  was,  probably,  immediately  after  he  learned  the  fact  that 
he  was  to  be  towed  to  Beaufort. 

"Interrogatory  2d.  Was  the  Racer  hauled  ashore,  stripped,  and  nearly 
wrecked  ? 

"  Answer.  She  was  not  at  this  anchorage.  She  was  securely  moored  and 
cared  for,  and  left  in  as  good  condition  as  when  she  anived  here. 

**  Interrogatory  3 J.  Were  the  crew  and  captain  held  prisoners  ? 

"  Answer.  In  consequence  of  the  limited  accommodations  of  the  Racer,  her 
captain  and  crew  were  placed  on  board  of  the  Supply  for  safe-keeping,  and 
ship-keepers  were  put  on  board  of  the  sloop  to  take  care  of  her.  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  restraint  was  imposed  on  the  captain  and  crew  other  than  con- 
fining them  to  the  Supply  and  placing  them  on  board  the  Mary  Sanford  when 
the  sloop  was  towed  to  Beaufort.*' 

I  think  it  proper  to  state,  however,  that  I  was  informed,  by  whom  I  do  not 
now  recollect,  that  small  pieces  of  cotton  were  found  in  the  sloop's  hold  attached 
to  the  ceiling,  indicating  that  she  had  been  employed  in  carrying  cotton ;  and 
also  that  her  captain  evinced  in  conversation  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
harbors  and  waters  of  this  coast. 

The  master  of  the  Racer,  so  far  from  complaining,  should  be  thankful  that  his 
vessel  was  not  sent  in  for  adjudication,  having  not  only  been  off  his  course  but 
within  the  limits  of  the  blockade,  and  at  a  point  known  to  be  used  by  blockade 
runners  in  order  to  regulate  their  course  to  Charleston. 

Upton,  the  authority  supplied  to  our  ships'  libraries  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, says,  (p.  283) :  "  The  breach  of  a  blockade  may  be  either  by  going  into 
or  coming  out  of  the  blockaded  place  with  a  cargo  laden  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  blockade,  but  in  order  to  constitute  such  a  going  into  the  blockaded 
port  as  will  subject  a  neutral  to  the  penalties  of  confiscation,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  entrance  be  completed.  If  the  vessel  is  placed  in  the  vicinity,  in  a 
situation  so  near  that  it  may  enter  with  impunity  when  it  pleased,  and  especially 
if  the  vessel  be  placed  so  as  to  be  under  the  protection  of  shore  ^batteries,  it  is 
considered  a  breach  of  the  blockade.  In  such  cases  it  is  regarded* as  a  presump- 
tion dejurc  that  the  vessel  is  so  placed  with  an  intention  to  violate  the  blockade ; 
and  notwithstanding  that  such  a  presumption  may  operate  severely  in  individual 
instances  of  innocence,"  yet,  says  Lord  Stowell,  **it  is  a  severity  necessarily 
connected  with  the  rules  of  evidence  and  essential  to  the  effectual  exercise  of 
this  right  of  war." 

The  department  will  judge  whether  a  transferral  from  a  miserable  sloop  like 
the  Racer  to  large  vessels  like  the  Supply  and  Sanford  justifies  the  use  of 
terms  conveying  the  idea  of  personal  confinement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admir alt  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

WoihingUm,  October  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  eommnnkatton  of 
the  5lh  instant,  relative  to  the  alleged  improper  seizure  of  cotton  belonging  to 
Mr.  James  Stewart,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  has  been  requested  to  investigate 
the  claim,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  proceedings  as  the  fesolt'may  call 
for. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurahce  of  mv  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  S^e,  Spa. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  Octoher  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  Thomas  and  Charles  Jones,  claiming  British  protection,  wrote  to  me 
on  the  12th  ultimo,  stating  that  they  had  been  captured  on  the  steamer  Lillian, 
and  were  then  confined  at  Camp  Hamilton,  Virginia,  and  that  they  were  the 
only  two,  out  of  fifty-eight  men  upon  that  vessel,  who  were  held  as  prisoners. 

Her  Majesty's  vice-consul  at  Norfolk,  to  whom  I  referred  the  case,  has  re- 
ported to  me  that  these  two  men  have  been  detained  in  prison  as  witnesses. 

If  this  be  so,  I  must  request  that  the  men  may  not  be  kept  any  longer  in 
confinement,  but  that  they  be  now  released  on  reasonable  conditions,  to 
appear  at  the  trial  for  whicn  their  services  may  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  4^.,  i^c. 


J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 


Department  of  State, 

Wasltingt^,  Octoher  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  6th 
instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  before  the  prize  court  of  New  Orleans  in  the 
cases  of  the  British  vessels  Science,  Sir  William  Peel,  Dashing  Wave,  and  Vo- 
lante,  which  were  captuied  on  the  Rio  Grande.  With  regiura  to  the  action  of 
the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  in  prosecuting  an  appeal  in  these  sev- 
eral cases,  and  against  which  proceeding  her  Majesty's  government  have  in- 
structed you  to  remonstrate,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  the  subject 
win  receive  attentive  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfc,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9tb 
instant,  which  is  accompanied  hj  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  30th  of  September, 
addressed  to  you  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  relative  to  the 
steamer  Mary,  and  her  supposed  connexion  with  the  insui^ents,  which  formed 
the  subject  of  my  communication  of  the  13th  ultimo.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  action  of  his  excellency  in  the  premises  is  highly  creditable 
to  himself,  and  is  justly  appreciated  by  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c.,  ^.^  4r. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Washington,  October  20,  1864.  * 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  under  your  immediate  notice  the  circumstances 
attending  the  capture  of  the  Night  Hawk,  and  the  detention  of  her  crew  as 
prisoners. 

It  appears  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul 
at  New  York,  who  was  instructed  by  me  to  report  upon  the  case,  that  the  Night 
Hawk,  a  Biitish  ship,  registered  at  Liverpool,  sailed  from  Bermuda  on  the  26tb 
ultimo,  with  an  assorted  cai^o  of  merchandise,  for  the  purpose  apparently  of 
mnning  the  blockade  at  Wilmington ;  that  she  ran  aground  off  the  harbor  of 
Wilmington  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and  was  boarded  by  an  armed  boat's  crew  from 
the  United  States  ship  Niphon,  who  fired  three  or  four  volleys  of  small-arms  at 
the  Night  Hawk,  wounding  the  surgeon,  J.  E.  Taylor,  a  seaman  named  Patrick 
Hardigan,  and  a  fireman  named  John  McKay. 

The  ship  was  then  fired  by  Ensign  Seaman  under  aggravated  circumstances; 
in  fact,  his  whole  conduct  seems  to  have  been  considered  unjustifiable  by  the 
senior  officer  in  commaod  of  the  Santiago,  who  stated  that  he  would  report  him 
to  the  admiral. 

Captain  Smiley,-  his  officers  and  crew,  were  then  carried  off  to  Beaufort,  and 
from  thence  to  New  York,  and  lodged  in  the  Ludlow  street  jail. 

I  beg  to  enclose  further  a  sworn  affidavit  of  the  circumstances  attending  the 
capture,  taken  before  a  public  notary  of  New  York  ;  copies  of  a  complete  list  of 
the  crew,  and  a  discharge  paper  of  one  of  the  seamen,  with  a  view  of  confirming 
the  nationality  of  the  vessel,  and  have  to  request  now  that  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  case  may  take  place,  and  that  I  may  be  furnished,  as  soon  as  possible, 
with  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  particularly  as  r^ards  the  wounding  of  the 
three  persons  mentioned  in  the  previous  part  of  my  note,  ^nd  that  the  crew  may 
bo  released,  without  delay,  from  custody. 

I  beg  you  to  return  the  affidavit  and  discharge  paper  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^.,  ^.,  ^. 


# 


• 


746  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr,  Archibald  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

British  Consulate, 

New  York,  October  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  15th  instant,  your  despatch  of  Ae 
10th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  you  from  the  master, 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Night  Hawk,  at  present  confined  in  the  Ludlow  street 
jail,  stating  that  they  are  British  subjects,  and  had  been  captured  when  endea- 
voring to  run  the  blockade ;  enclosing  to  me,  under  flying  seal,  the  answers 
which  you  had  returned  to  them,  and  instructing  me  to  report  upon  their  case. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  this  morning  sent  Mr.  Vice-Consul 
Edwards  to  the  prison,  where  he  saw  and  examined  on  oath  the  whole  of  these 
men,  whose  names,  ages  and  birth-place  will  be  found  in  the  enclosed  list. 
They  not  only  all  positively  swear  that  they  are  native-bom  British  subjects, 
never  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  but  from  their  accent,  and  from  other 
circumstances,  Mr.  Edwards  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  their  statement  in  this 
respect  is  true. 

The  Night  Hawk  was  a  British  steam  vessel,  recently  built  and  registered  at 
Liverpool,  official  number  50S96.  She  sailed  from  Bermuda,  on  the  26tli 
ultimo,  with  a  cargo  of  provisions,  lead,  pig  iron,  and  general  n^erchandise. 
The  master  and  officers  state  that  on  the  29th  September  she  ran  on  shore  near 
the  harbor  of  Wilmington,  and  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  the  United  States 
Aip  Niphon.  There  were  in  the  boat  sixteen  men,  under  the  command  of 
Ensign  Seaman.  Before  boarding  the  Night  Hawk,  and  while  she  was  fasc  on 
the  reef,  three  or  four  volleys  of  small-arms  were  fired  at  the  Night  Hawk  from 
the  boarding  boat,  wounding  the  surgeon,  T.  E.  Taylor,  a  seaman  nimed 
Patrick  Hardigan,  and  a  fireman  named  John  McKay.  After  boarding  the 
ship,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  get  her  off.  Ensign  Seaman  went  into  the 
cabin  and  fired  the  ship,  by  setting  fire  to  the  beds  and  then  pouring  spiritA 
upon  them  ;  one  of  the  prize  officers  at  the  same  time  set  fire  to  the  ship  for- 
ward. The  prize  crew  then  left,  taking  off  in  their  boat,  and  in  the  only  ship's 
boat  available,  the  master  and  crew,  with  the  exception  of  fourteen  men,  includ- 
ing the  second  and  fourth  officers,  second  and  third  engineers,  and  all  the 
wounded  men.    The  boarding  and  seizure  took  place  at  night. 

On  boarding  the  Night  Hawk,  Ensign  Seaman  asked  what  ship  it  was! 
The  master  (Smiley)  replied,  "the  Night  Hawk,  from  Bermuda."  Ensign  Sea- 
man, without  further  inquiry,  or  asking  for  the  ship's  papers,  went  immediately 
into  the  cabin,  and  within  three  minutes  from  the  time  he  came  on  board  the  ship 
was  fired.  The  Night  Hawk  had  but  two  boats,  one  of  which  was  employed, 
as  above  stated,  in  talking  oft*  part  of  the  crew,  the  other  was  lying  under  the 
stern  of  the  ship,  swamped,  and  requiring  much  exertion  to  get  her  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  useful.  As  the  boats,  which  were  heavily  laden,  left  the  ship, 
Captain  Smiley  asked  the  ensign  to  send  back  a  boat  to  take  off  the  rest  of  the 
crew  and  the  wounded  men.  The  ensign  replied,  that  "  if  they  had  not  sense 
enough  to  bail  out  the  boat  (meaning  the  swamped  boat)  they  might  go  to  hell 
and  be  damned."  At  this  time  the  stern  of  the  vessel  was  in  flames,  and  none 
of  the  men  on  board  could  have  got  at  the  boat.  After  the  vessel  was  fired, 
the  engineer  represented  to  Ensign  Seaman  that  the  vessel  might  be  got  off  if 
the  fii^e  was  extuiguished,  and  asked  permission  to  extinguish  it,  but  he  refused 
to  give  him  permission. 

After  the  vessel  was  fired.  Captain  Smiley  told  the  ensign  there  was  a  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder  in  the  cabin.  About  five  minutes  after  the  boats  left  the 
ship  this  powder  exploded,  blowing  up  the  after  part  of  the  ship.  The  people 
on  board  knew  of  the  powder  being  in  the  cabin,  (it  was  about  forty- three 
pounds  in  all,)  and  the  captain  thinks  that,  from  this  circumstanccj  the  men 
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who  were  left  on  board  kopt  in  such  a  part  of  the  ship  as  to  escape  danger  from 
the  explosion.    No  farther  visitations  of  the  Night  Hawk,  so  far  as  the  captain 
knows,  was  made  from  the  Niphon,  or  any  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockading 
squadron. 

From  the  Niphon,  Captain  Smiley  was  taken  on  board  the  United  Stdtes 
ship  Santiago,  whose  commander  appeared  to  be  the  senior  officer.  Captain 
Smiley  reported  to  him  the  conduct  of  Ensign  Seaman  and  the  burning  of  the 
ship.  The  commander  of  the  Santiago  replied,  that  he  thought  that  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Night  Hawk  was  unjustifiable;  that  Ensign  Seaman  was  not  a 
proper  person  to  have  been  sent  on  board  the  prize,  and  that  his  misconduct 
should  be  reported  to  the  admiral. 

In  reference  to  the  firing  at  and  wounding  of  the  crew,  as  above  mentioned. 
Captain  Smiley  and  his  officers  assert  that  this  proceeding  was  entirely  unpro- 
voked, and  without  an v  justification  whatever.  The  boarding  party  could  not 
but  have  known  that  the  ship  was  aground,  and  not  the  least  resistance  or  show 
of  resistance  was  made  by  any  one  on  board  of  her. 

In  confirmation  of  the  nationality  of  the  ship,  I  enclose  a  discharge  (accord- 
ing to  the  rcQuirements  of  the  mercantile  marine  act)  of  one  of  the  seamen  at 
Bermuda.  1  he  only  flag  used  on  board  was  the  proper  flag — the  Britiah  flag. 
On  leaving  Bermuda  the  agent  sent  on  board  a  small  parcel,  which  he  said  was 
a  confederate  flag,  which  the  master  was  told  must  be  displayed  in  passing  up 
the  river  at  Wilmington,  otherwise  he  might  be  delayed  a  long  time  outride. 
This  flag  was  never  used,  as  the  vessel  ran  in  at  night ;  it  was  in  the  cabin, 
and  burnt  with  the  ship  when  she  was  fired.  This  circumstance  was  first  made 
known  to  the  marshal  here  by  Captain  Smiiey. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  * 

y  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

J.  HuMB  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  Sfc.9  Sfc,f  Sfc.' 


Crew  ofiteamer  Night  Hawk,  of  Livtrpoolf  (official  number  50296,^  in  county  jail, 

W.  F.  Smiley,  master,  native  of  Ireland,  aged  30 ;  James  Brown,  first  officer, 
native  of  Scotland ;  Wm  Mclntyre,  first  engineer,  native  of  Scotland,  aged  40; 
Alexander  Reed,  third  engineer,  native  of  Scotland,  aged  23 ;  John  Davis,  na- 
tive of  Wales,  aged  29 ;  David  Dowden,  native  of  England,  aged  26 ;  Matthew 
Callaghan,  naXive  of  Ireland,  a^ed  26 ;  John  Taylor,  native  of  Ireland,  aged 
25 ;  James  Foote,  native  of  Ireland,  aged  47 ;  Daniel  Council,  native  of  Eng- 
land, aged  39;  Henry  McClarey,  native  of  Ireland,  aged  23;  Edward  Smith,  • 
native  of  Ireland,  aged  28  ;  William  Brown,  native  of  Ireland,  aged  46;  Michael 
Donahue,  native  of  Ireland,  aged  39 ;  Thomas  Bark,  native  of  Scotland,  aged 
38 ;  John  McDonald,  native  of  Scotland,  aged  35 ;  Michael  Pender,  native  of 
Ireland,  aged  3^3 ;  Henry  Goodyear,  native  of  England,  aged  46 ;  Peter  Murrin, 
native  of  Ireland,  aged  26 ;  Benjamin  Holden,  native  of  England,  aged  29 ; 
William  Brown,  native  of  England,  aged  20 ;  Joseph  McEng,  native  of  Eng- 
land, aged  25 ;  William  Manly,  native  of  Bermuda,  aged  17. 


Deposition  of  Captain  Smiley, 

[l,  S.J    United  States  of  America, 

State  of  New  York,  ss  : 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern, 
that  I,  Cliarlcs  Edwards,  a  public  notary  in  and  for  the  State  of  New  York,  by 


IPO 
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letters  patent  vnder  tbe  great  seal  of  tke  said  State,  inlj  commiseioiiei  and 
swern,  in  and  by  tbe  said  letters  patent  invested  with  full  power  and  authori^ 
to  attest  deeds,  wills,  codicils,  Sec,  &c.,  and  other  instruments  in  writing,  and  to 
administer  any  oath  or  oaths  to  any  person  or  persons,  do  hereby  certify  that 
on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  before  me  personally  came  and  appeared  Francis 
Smiley,  now  confined  in  Lndlow  street  jail,  New  York,  and  late  captain  of  the 
steamer  Night  Hawk,  which  was  destroyed  at  Wilmington,  and  he,  being  by  me 
dnly  sworn,  did  depose  and  say :  that  he  is  a  British  subject  by  birth,  bom  at 
Newtowards,  county  of  Down,  Ireland,  and  has  never  been  naturalized  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit  his  British  allegiance, 
nor  has  he  ever  voted  at  elections  or  exercised  any  of  the  peculiar  privileges  of 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  declared  an  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  same ;  that  he  is  a  British  master  mariner,  his  certificate  being  19629  ;  that 
the  said  steamer  Night  Hawk  was  entirely  owned  by  British  subjects  of  Liver- 
pool, England,  when  destroyed,  and  no  one  in  the  southern  confederacy  had 
any  ownership  or  share  in  her,  so  fiir  as  this  deponent  knows,  has  been  informed, 
and  believes;  that  he  and  his  officers,  and  the  principal  portion  of  his  crew  (22 
in  number)  were  taken  in  open  boats  near  Wilmington  on  the  29th  day  of 
Sentember  last,  and  were  first  put  on  board  the  United  States  vessel  Tephan* 
Ar  Niphon,  from  thence  placed  on  to  the  United  States  vessel  or  ship  Newbem, 
and  carried  to  Beaufort,  and  from  thence  bronght  in  the  Newbem  to  New  York« 
arriving  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  October  instant,  and  then  taken  to  Ludlow 
street  jail  aforesaid,  where  he  remains  imprisoned ;  that  he  has  undergone  some 
examination  by  a  United  States  marshal  under  oath,  but  further  he  has  not  been 
required  to  give  any  evidt»nce  or  testimony.  Also,  he  saith  that  he  is  a  married 
man,  having  a  wife  and  four  children  and  mother,  all  residing  at  Liverpool  Eng- 
land, and  entirely  dependent  upon  him  for  their  maintenance  lind  support ;  that 
on  his  examination  before  the  United  States  marshal  he  deposed  there  was  a  con- 
federate flag  on  board,  and  he  now  says  the  facts  in  connexion  with  this  were  these : 
A  person  came  on  board  at  Bermuda  who  appeared  to  act  as  the  ship's  agent,  and 
^rought  in  a  parcel  that  he  said  was  a  confederate  flag ;  that  this  deponent  pro- 
test^ against  carrying  it,  but  such  agent  said  it  was  a  private  signal,  and  insisted 
on  deponent's  taking  it,  and  left  it  on  the  vessel  just  as  she  was  about  to  leave. 
And  this  deponent  nirther  made  oath  that  this  was  the  first  time  he  ever  was 
on  board  a  blockade  vessel  of  anv  kind,  he  having  for  years  been  running  in 
regular  vessels  between  Liverpool  and  New  York ;  also,  that  the  said  vessel 
Night  Hawk  was  a  British  ship,  under  British  register,  and  wholly  owned  in 
Liverpool,  England. 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  required,  I  have  granted  this  under  my  notarial 
firm  and  seal  Done  iu  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State  of  New  York, 
the  12th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

In  prcemUsorum  Jidem. 

rii«™.„«  .t.^n  1  CHARLES  EDWARDS, 

[Bevenue  stamp.]  3^  p  .^  ^^^^^^  ^^  y^^ 

Uriah  Francis  Smiley. 


Deposition  of  Mr,  Piatt, 

[l.  8.]    United  States  op  America, 

State  of  New  York,  ss : 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all  whom  the  same  doth  or  may 
concern,  that  I,  Charles  Edwards,  a  public  notary  in  and  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  by  letters  p&tcnt  under  the  ^eat  seal  of  the  said  State,  duly  commissioned 
and  sworn,  and  in  and  by  the  said  letters  patent  invested  with  full  power  and 
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aathority  to  attest  deeds,  wills,  codicils,  agreements,  and  other  instrameiits  in 
writing,  and  to  administer  oath  or  oaths,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify  that 
on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  before  me  personally  came  and  appeared  WiUiam 
H  Piatt,  of  Staten  Island,  formerly  master  mariner,  now  retired,  being  sworn, 
maketh  oath  that  he  well  knows  Uriah  Francis  Smiley,  now  confined  in  Lad- 
low  street-  jail.  New  York ;  knew  him  at  Newtowards,  in  county  of  Down, 
Ireland,  where  he  had  a  family ;  known  him  ever  since  he  was  about  fifteen 
years  of  age ;  that  said  Smiley  was  a  British  subject  by  birth,  and  deponent  be- 
lieves he  still  is ;  never  knew  anything  to  the  contrary.  Also,  deponent  says 
that  said  Smiley  has  alwavs  been  a  seafaring  man. 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  required,  I  have  granted  this  under  my  notarial 
firm  and  seal.  Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State  of  New  York, 
the  15th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

In  pramusarum  fidtm, 

CHARLES  EDWAEDS,  Ntw  York. 

W.  H.  Platt 


DepoMiHon  of  Mr,  Hmrrison, 

L.  S.J    United  States  o^  America, 

State  of  New  York,  ss: 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all  to  whom  the  same  doth  or  may 
concern,  that  I,  Charles  Edwards,  a  public  notary  in  and  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  by  letters  .patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  duly  commissioned 
and  sworn,  in  and  by  the  said  letters  patent  invested  with  full  power  and  author- 
ity to  attest  deeds,  &c.,  &c ,  &c.,  to  administer  oaths,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  do  hereby 
certify  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared Thomas  Harrison,  No.  712  South  Juniper  street,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  he  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  he  is  the 
brother-in-law  of  Uriah  F.  SmUey,  now  confined  in  Ludlow  street  jail,  New 
York  city,  and  whtf  was,  as  deponent  understands,  captain  of  the  steamer  Nigllt 
Hawk ;  that  deponent  marriea  his  sister ;  that  deponent  came  from  the  same 
county  in  Ireland  that  the  said  Uriah  F.  Smiley  did,  and  they  were  both  bom 
there,  within  fifteen  miles  of  one  another;  that  they  have  been  very  intimate 
for  years;  that  from  all  he  knows,  has  been  informed,  and  believes,  the  said  Uriah 
F.  Smiley  was  not  only  a  British  subject  by  birth,  but  is  still  a  British  subject, 
and  has  never  thrown  off  his  allegiance  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  nor  ever 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  declared  his  intention  to  do  so ;  also, 
that  the  said  Smiley  has  a  wife  and  family  in  Liverpool,  England. 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  required,  I  have  granted  this  under  my  notarial 
firm  and  seal.  Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State  of  New  York* 
the  12th  day  oi  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

In  pramissorum  Jidetn, 

CHARLES  EDWARDS,  New  York. 

Thomas  Harrison. 


Ctrt^licaU  of  diseharget  for  $eanun  discharged  before  a  dwly  nppanUed  officer  *n  •  Briiisk  jNit- 

session  abroad. 

Name  and  oiBciol  number  of  ship,  50296 

Port  of  registry,  Liverpool. 

Tonnage,  360. 

Description  of  voyage  or  employment,  Liverpool  to  Bermuda. 
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Name  of  sieaman,  John  M'Donald. 

Place  of  birth,  Glasgow. 

Date  of  birth,  1829. 

Number  of  fund  ticket,  if  anj. . 

Capacity,  fireman. 

Date  of  entry,  August  27,  1864. 

Date  of  discharge,  September  23,  1864. 

Place  of  discharge,  Bermuda. 

I  certify  that  the  above  particulars  are  correct,  and  that  the  above-named 
seaman  was  discharged  accordingly.     Dated  this  23d  day  of  September,  1864. 

U.  F.  SMILEY,  MasUr. 
,  Seaman. 

Dated  at  Bermuda,  and  given  to  the  above-named  seaman  in  my  presence 
this  23d  day  of  September,  L864. 

C.  H.  SMITH. 
Shipping  Officer. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHrNOTON,  October  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  15th  instant,  relative  to  Thomas  and 
Charles  Jones,  captured  on  board  the  Lilian,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  received  a  letter  from  these  men,  dated  October  17,  in  which  they 
state  that  they  were  removed  to  the  military  prison  at  Point  Lookout,  on  the 
14th  instant. 

I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  of  the  reason 
of  the  prolong^  imprisonment  of  these  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUyE  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 


Dbpartmrnt  op  State, 

Washington,  October,  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  communications  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Mon- 
treal, which  inform  me  that  his  excellency  Governor  Monck  and  other  Cana- 
dian authorities  are  proceeding,  with  zeal  and  vigor,  to  arrest  the  parties  who 
were  engaged  in  the  depredations  committed  at  St.  Albans,  in  Vermont.  It  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  the  object  of  these  depredations  is  the  same  with  that  of 
the  piratical  operations  which  recently  occurred  on  Lake  Erie,  namely,  to  em- 
broil the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  in  a  border  war. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  it  proper  to  let  you  know  that  the  President 
regards  Tiith  sincere  satisfaction  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the  Canadian 
authorities  before  referred  to. 

Thus  far  I  have  received  no  official  or  other  certain  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  United  States  civil  or  military  agents;  but  I  am^  glad  to  learn  by 
manifold  reports  that  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  two  governments  are  act- 
ing together  in  good  faith,  and  with  due  respect  on  each  side  for  the  lawful  rights 
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and  autliority  of  the  other.    This  ia  in  entire  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.     WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnlby,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 


Department  of  State, 
^  Washington,  October  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  20th 
instant,  informing  me  that  Thomas  and  Charles  Jones,  captured  on  board  the 
Lilian,  and  who  were  the  subjects  of  your  note  of  the  15tn  instant,  had  been 
transferred  from  Camp  Hamilton  to  the  military  prison  at  Point  Lookout.  In 
reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  advised  the  proper  depart- 
ments of  this  change. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc„  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  October  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  l^lst 
instant,  relative  to  the  affair  at  St.  Albans,  and  beg  to  state  that  I  have  caused 
a  copy  of  this  note  to  be  sent  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of 
Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Sunday,  October  23,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you,  on  the  other  side,  the  answer  received  this 
morning  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 
Believe  me,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 


Tdegram  from  Oovemor  Chneral  of  Canada  to  Mr,  Bwndey, 

Quebec,  October  22,  1864. 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received.  By  last  accounts  eleven  of  the  St. 
Albans  men  were  in  custody.  Directions  have  been  given  to  detain  them  until 
the  demand  for  their  extradition  can  be  fully  investigated. 

Please  to  inform  Secretary  of  State  of  United  States. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  20th  instant,  relative  to  the  alleged  capture  of  the  Night  Hawk,  and  the 
detention  of  her  crew  as  prisoners ;  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
transmitted  a  copy  thereclf  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  re- 
quested to  investigate  the  case,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  proceediogs 
as  the  result  may  call  for. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c^  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  note  of  the  6th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  certain  vessels  belonging 
to  British  subjects,  captured  as  prizes,  and  whose  condemnation  as  such  has  been 
sought  in  the  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  has 
been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Attorney  Greneral.  That  functionary,  in 
a  communication  to  this  department,  observes  that  the  objections  taken  by  her 
Migesty's  government  to  the  proceedings  in  those  cases,  seem  to  rest  cntiieij 
upon  supposed  errors  in  law  committed  by  the  court  adverted  to.  Mr.  Bates 
adds,  however,  that  the  grounds  of  complaint  are  questions  of  law,  subject  to 
judicial  determination  omy ;  that  the  constitution  of  this  government,  and  its 
division  into  co-ordinate  departments,  is  well  known  to  her  Majesty's  government, 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  excite  surprise  that  when  one  department  of  the  gOT- 
emment  has  lawfiiUy  assumed  jurisdiction  of  a  particular  case,  any  other  co- 
ordinate department  should  decline  to  interfere  with  or  presume  to  control  its 
legitimate  proceedings.  That  the  judgments  of  the  court  tor  the  eastern  district 
of  Louisiana  are  subject  to  revision  by  the  Supreme  Court,  as  those  of  the  ad- 
miralty in  England  are  to  review  by  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  that  he  knows  ot 
no  power  in  the  executive  government  to  revise  and  reverse  the  judgments  of 
the  courts  of  law,  or  to  criticise  and  condemn  their  supposed  legal  errors. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWABD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  &c.,  dec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 


Departmknt  op  State, 

Washington,  October  25,  1864. 
Sir  :  Infonnation  has  been  received  at  this  department  that  G.  M.  Wallace, 
Oharles  Swcgan,  Bennett  Young,  Squire  Lewis,  Dudley  Moore,  George  Wil- 
liams, a^/a#  George  Scott,  Samuel  Gregg,  Marcus  A.  Spieise,  S.  B.  Collins,  II.  P. 
Bruce,  S.  C.  Lackey,  S.  Dory,  and  J.  McGrosly,  charged  with  the  crimes  of  mur- 
der, assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder,  and  robbery,  within  the  jurisdiction 
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of  the  United  States,  at  9t.  Albans,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  now  fugitives 
from  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  in  Canada,  where  they  have  been 
arrested  and  committed  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  with  a  view  to  their  ex- 
amination in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington.  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  through  you,  sir,  that  her  Majesty's 
government  will  be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  their  delivery  to 
any  person  whom  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Vermont  may  appoint  to  re- 
ceive the  said  fugitives,  in  order  that  they  may  be  brought  back  to  the  United 
States  for  trial.  ' 

I      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq ,  4^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  op  State, 

W(uhingtony  October  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Miss 
Murray  to  certain  cotton  alleged  to  have  been  seized  by  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment in  Mississippi,  I  have  the  honor,  in  reply,  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  the  19th  instant,  from  the  War  Department,  regarding  this  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  four  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc,,  dtc. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr,  Seward. 

War  Department, 

Washington  Cityy  October  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  inform  you 
that  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  enclosing  a  note  from  J.  Hume  Bum- 
ley,  esq.,  upon  the  subject  of  Miss  Murray's  claim  on  account  of  a  quantity  of 
cotton  alleged  to  have  belonged  to  her,  and  to  have  been  seized  by  military 
authorities  in  Mississippi,  has  been  referred  to  Major  General  Ganby,  com* 
manding  the  military  division  of  west  Mississippi,  from  whom  no  report  has 
yet  been  received  in  relation  to  the  previous  papers  in  the  case,  transmitted 
to  him  on  the  19  th  of  last  April,  though  the  iutervening  time  has,  withoat 
doubt,  been  essential  to  the  proper  investigation  of  tho  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  October  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  the 
governor  general  of  Canada  has  written  in  answer  to  a  commonication  from  Mr*. 

48  c  * 
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Burnlej,  enclosing  a  copj  of  the  note  dated  13  th  iaetant,  in  which  you  asked 
for  the  extradition  of  certain  persons  passing  under  the  names  of  Bell,  Hoalt, 
Bristow,  Bobert  Drake,  Burlej,  and  Thomas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir»  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  dfc. 


LYONS. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  BumUjf. 

Quebec,  October  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  tbe 
IGth  instant,  covering  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  he  demands  the  extradition  of  certain  persons  passing  under  the  nameSt 
respectively,  of  Bell,  Holt.  Bristow,  Ilobert  Drake,  Burley,  and  Thomas. 

1  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  that  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been  advised  that  these  persons,  or 
any  of  them,  have  been  arrested  in  Canada,  and  that  the  proofs  required  by  tbe 
treaty  shall  have  been  made,  the  necessary  warrants  will  be  issued  for  their  de- 
livery to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 
I  havCf  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK 
J.  Hume  Burnley, 'Esq.,  ^,,  4v.>  Sfc, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington;  October  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  1o  you,  and  to  recommend  to  your  serious 
attention,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  this  morning  from  tbe 
governor  general  of  Canada. 

The  governor  general  states  that  his  attention  has  been  called  to  an  extract 
itom  the  New  York  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an  order  telegraphed 
to  the  officer  commanding  at  Buiiington,  Vermont,  by  Major  General  Dix,  oa 
the  occasion  of  the  late  outrage  at  St.  Albans ;  and  his  excellency  requests  me 
to  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice,  with  the  view  that  the  order  may  be  di^ 
avowed  or  explained. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  extract,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  witk 
Ihe  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c,  ^r.,  ^. 


Lord  Mbnek  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

GtoVERNMENT  HoUSE, 

Quebec,  October  26,  1864. 
Sir:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  accompanying  extract  from  the 
New  York  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an  order  telegraphed  to  the 
officer  commanding  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  by  Major  General  Dix,  on  the  oc- 
ca^n  of  the  late  outrage  at  St.  Albans. 
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I  hare,  of  coarse,  no  means  of  knowing  whether  snch  an  order  as  that  allnded 
to  was  ever  issned  hy  Major  Greneral  Dix ;  but  as  it  has  appeared  nncontradicted 
in  the  public  papers,  and  contains  express  directions,  on  the  part  of  an  official  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  entry  of  the  troops  of  that  power  on  the  territory  of  her 
Majesty,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ask  you  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  notice  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  the  view  that  the  order  may 
be  disavowed  or  explained. 

While  no  one  would  be  inclined  to  scan  too  narrowly  the  conduct  pursued 
by  the  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  while  smarting  under  the  effect  of  the  outrage  to 
which  they  have  been  lately  unfortunately  subjected,  it  is  obvious  that  an  order 
such  as  that  to  which  allusion  is  here  made,  if  issued  by  a  responsible  officer  of 
the  United  States,  would  be  liable  to  a  different  construction,  and  might,  unless 
remonstrated  against,  be  drawn  into  a  precedent  in  the  future.  Ton  may  assure 
Mr.  Seward  that  there  exists  among  the  British  authorities  in  Canada  the  most 
earnest  desire  to  use  all  the  powers  which  the  laws  confer  upon  them,  in  co- 
operation with  the  officials  of  the  United  States,  for  the  repression  and  punish- 
ment of  outrages  such  as  that  which  has  just  occurred  at  St.  Albans. 

I  trust  that  the  proceedings  lately  adopted  in  this  province  will  prove  that 
this  declaration  is  not  an  empty  profession,  and  will  show  that  the  most  energetic 
measures  will  at  all  times  be  used  to  prevent  any  aggression  on  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  from  Canadian  soil,  or  any  abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum 
allowed  in  her  Majesty's  dominions. 

I  am  sure  that*Mr.  Seward  will,  on  the  other  hand,  see  that  it  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  the  maintenance  of  these  amicable  relations,  that  no  act  should  be  done 
by  any  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  United  States  which  might  bear  the  con- 
struction of  being  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  her  Majesty,  or  a  violation  of  the 
soil  of  her  dominions,  and  that  he  will  believe  that  this  remonstrance  is  made  in 
no  unfriendly  spirit,  and  is  prompted  by  a  sincere  desir©  to  prevent  any  just 
canse  of  complaint  between  the  countries. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 

J.  HuMB  BuBNLBV,  Esq.,  4r.,  ^.,  ^c. 


[From  the  New  York  BTenlng  Postl 
THE  RAID  AT  ST.  ALBANS. 

The  organization  of  bands  of  rebel  marauders  in  Canada  for  the  purpose  of 
coming  withio  our  lines,  committing  depredations  on  our  property,  and  shooting 
down  our  citizens,  is  of  so  grave  a  character  as  to  demand#the  prompt  and  de- 
cisive action  of  the  government.  If  measures  are  not  adopted  to  put  an  end  to 
this  abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum,  and  the  violation  of  the  duties  of  neutrality, 
our  citizens  on  the  frontier  will  take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  We 
should  deeply  regret  such  unauthorized  acts  of  reprisal.  Whatever  is  done 
should  be  done  under  the  authority  of  the  government.  Either  the  Canadian 
authorities  should  be  called  on  to  send  the  rebels  who  are  getting  up  predatory 
enterprises  against  us  out  of  Canada,  or  we  should  have  armed  forces  on  the 
frontier,  ready  to  take  summary  vengeance  on  these  marauders,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  follow  them,  as  we  have  a  right  to  do,  across  the  lines,  if  the  pursuit 
is  instant.  When  General  Dix  was  advised  of  the  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  he 
sent  the  following  despatch  to  the  commanding  officer,  at  Burlington,  Vermont: 
"  Send  all  the  efficient  force  you  have  to  St.  Albans,  and  try  to  find  the  ma- 
rftuders  who  came  from  Canada  this  morning.  Put  a  discreet  officer  in  com- 
mand ;  and,  in  case  they  are  not  found  on  our  side  of  the  line,  pursue  them  into 
OAuada,  if  necessary,  and  destroy  them." 
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The  order  was  carried  out,  so  far  as  to  pnrsnc  the  maranders  into  Canada, 
virhere  eight  of  them  were  captured.  If  they  had  been  shot  down,  as  they  shot 
down  the  peaceful  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  it  would  have  been  no  more  than 
exact  justice.  A  single  example  of  stem  retribution  would  go  far  to  break  up 
these  piratical  expeditions.  But  tho  government  should  take  the  matter  in 
hand,  as  a  grave  international  question,  and  not  leave  it  to  local  commanders. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  29,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  department  that  Samuel 
Eugene  Lackey,  Squier  Turner  Travis,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  George  Scott, 
Bennett  11.  Young,  Caleb  McDowell  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph 
McGrasty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  Dudley  Moore.  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins, 
Marcus  Spurr,  and  Alamanda  Pope  Bruce,  charged  with  the  crimes  of  murder, 
assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder,  and  robbery,withinthe  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  are  now  held  in  jail  at  St.  John,  in  Canada  East,  awaiting  the 
requisition  of  this  government  for  their  extradition  as  fugitives  from  justice. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  request,  through  your  lordship,  that  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  will  bo  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  the  delivery 
of  the  persons  of  the  above-mentioned  fugitives  to  any  person  or  persons  duly 
authorized  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Vermont  to  receive  them,  and  to 
bring  them  back  to  the  United  States  for  trial. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  with  die  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seioard  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washitigionf  November  1,  1864. 

Mv  Lord:  This  department  has  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
tho  explanation  in  r^ard  to  the  capture  of  the  Night  Hawk,  and  the  detention 
of  tho  crew  of  that  vessel,  which  formed  the  subject  of  Mr.  Buriley's  note  of 
the  20th  ultimo. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Wellcs's  communication  that,  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock 
of  tho  niglit  cf  ihc  30th  of  September,  a  steamer  was  discovered  etaudiBg 
in  toward  New  inlet,  to  which  the  United  States  steamer  Niphon  gave  chase, 
went  to  qnartcrs,  and  fired  upon,  causing  the  unknown  steamer  to  run  ashore 
on  Federal  shoals.  A  boat  was  sent  to  board  her,  which  went  alongside  aftei 
firing  several  rifle  eliots  at  a  party  escaping  in  one  of  the  boats  from  the 
steamer,  wbicji  proved  to  be  the  Night  Hawk.  Shortly  after  the  steamer  was 
boarded  the  rebel  fort  Fisher  and  adjacent  batteries  opened  fire  upon  both  h& 
and  the  Niphon.  The  boarding  party  found  it  impo-ssible  to  get  the  Night 
Hawk  off.  As  they  were  exposed  to  the  shot  and  shell  from  the  fort  and  bat- 
teries referred  to,  they  set  the  Night  Hawk  on  fire  and  abandoned  her,  bringing 
with  them  to  the  Niphon  such  of  the  officers  and  crew  as  had  not  succeeded  in 
making  their  escape.    Tho  officers  and  crew  made  captives  were  taken  to  New 
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York,  and  were  retained  becanse  they  were  not  regarded  as  falling  within  the 
class  of  neutral  subjects  captured  in  neutral  vessels  engaged  in  violating  the 
blockade.  The  cargo  of  the  Night  Hawk  consisted,  in  part,  of  saltpetre  and 
lead.  At  the  time  of  her  capture  and  destruction  she  was  within  range  and  pro- 
tection of  the  rebel  batteries. 

Mr.  Welles  adds  that  the  official  reports  which  have  reached  the  Navy  De- 
partment make  no  reference  to  the  wounding  of  any  one  on  board  the  Night 
Hawk,  and  it  is  presumad  that  those  alleged  to  have  been  wounded  were  of  the 
party  who  tried  to  reach  the  shore.  Though  the  right  of  persons  under  such 
circumatances  to  escape  is  not  denied,  at  the  same  time  they  do  it  at  their  own 
hazards.  It  further  appears  that  the  Night  Hawk  was  laden  at  Liverpool  by 
Henry  Laforce,  well  known  there  as  an  agent  for  the  insurgents.  This  and 
other  circumstances  are  believed  to  leave  little  room  for  doubt  that  both  the 
vessel  and  her  cargo  were  in  point  of  fact  belligerent  and  not  neutral  property,  • 
liable  to  capture,  or  if  attempting  to  escape,  thereby  showing  a  consciousness 
of  guilt,  to  such  a  destruction  as  might  result  from  tneir  attempt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Kight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfc.y  Sfc.,  bfc. 


Mr  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

WashingtoTiy  Novefnber  1,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  department  that  William 
H.  Hutchinson,  a  fugitive  from  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  charged  with 
the  commission  of  the  crimes  of  murder,  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder, 
and  robbery,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stiites,  is  now  held  in  cus- 
tody at  Montreal,  in  Canada,  awaiting  the  requisition  of  this  government  for 
his  extradition. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  request,  through  your  lordship,  that  her  Ma- 
jesty's governmctit  will  be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  perion  of  the  above-named  William  H.  Hutchinr*on  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  be  duly  authorized  by  the  governor  of  the  Slate  of  Vermont 
to  receive  him  and  bring  him  back  to  the  United  States  for  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Washington,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  Mr.  Burnley's  note  to  you,  dated  the  20th  ultimo, 
respecting  the  case  of  the  Nigh^^awk,  and  to  your  answer,  dated  the  25th  ulti- 
mo, I  have  the  honor  to  transnait  to  you,  in  original,  the  discharge  paper  of  a 
seaman  named  Matthew  Callahan,  which  has  been  sent  to  me  in  corroboration 
of  the  evidence  that  the  Night  Hawk  is  a  British  vessel. 

I  submit  also  to  you  a  certificate  of  character  given  under  the  regulation  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  Uriah  Y,  Smiley,  the  master  of  the  Night  Hawk,  on  his 
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discbarge,  in  June  lost,  from  tbe  royal  mail  packet  Australasian.  It  is  stated 
in  this  certificate  that  Bteiley  was  bom  at  Belfast. 

Taking  into  consideration  tbe  evidence  in  tbia  case  wbicb  was  submitted  to 
you  by  Mr.  Burnley,  with  the  note  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  press  for  the  immediate  release  of  Smiley  and  tbe  other  British 
Bubjects  formerly  belonging  to  the  Night  Hawk,  who  are  held  as  prisoners  io 
the  Ludlow  street  jail  at  New  York. 

I  must  also  urge  that  a  searching  investigation  may  without  delay  be  made 
with  regard  to  tbe  allegations  that  volleys  from  small-arms  were  discharged 
into  tbe  Night  Hawk,  and  that  she  was  subsequently  set  on  fire  by  tbe  board- 
ing party  sent  from  the  United  States  ship  Niphon,  under  the  command  of  En- 
sign Seaman. 

I  also  earnestly  request  that  any  information  which  can  be  procured  as  to  the 
•  fate  of  the  fourteen  men  stated  to  have  been  left  on  board  the  Night  Hawk 
when  she  was  fired  and  abandoned  by  the  boarding  party  tnay  be  communi* 
cated  to  me. 

Begging  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  tbe  two  original  documents  back  to  me, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moat  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  ^pc.,  Sfc. 


LYONS. 


OtrUfieaU  of  diaeharge,  for  tmmen  diMckarged  btfort  a  duly  appomUd  cffic«r  in  a  British  posmum 

abroad. 

Name  and  official  number  of  ship— Night  Hawk,  50296. 

Port  of  registry,  Liverpool. 

Tonnage,  360. 

Description  of  voyage  or  employmr-nt,  foreign. 

Name  of  seaman,  Matthew  Oalluhan. 

Place  of  birth,  Queenstown. 

Bate  of  birth,  1838. 

Number  of  fund  ticket,  if  any. 

Capacity.  * 

Date  of  discharge,  September  23,  1864. 

Place  of  discharge,  Bermudas. 

I  certify  that  tbe  above  particulars  are  correct,  and  that  the  above-Damed 
seaman  wad  discharged  accordingly.     Dated  this  23d  day  of  September,  1864> 

U.  F.  SMILEY,  Masitr. 
'— ,  Seaman. 

Dated  at  Bermuda,  and  given  to  the  above-named  seaman,  in  my  presence 
this  23d  day  of  September,  1864. 

0.  W.  SMITH, 

Shipping  Officer, 


E  1. — Certificate  of  charaeier, 

[SBAL.] 

Character  for  ability  in  whatever  capacity,  g . 

322.    Character  for  conduct,  g . 

Sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Trade  May,  1855,  in  pursuance  of  17  and  18 
Yict,  c.  104. 
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I  certify  the  aboye  to  be  a  true  copy  of  so  macb  of  the  report  of  character, 
made  by  the  said  master  on  the  termmation  of  the  said  voyagCi  as  concerns  the 
said  seaman,  Uriah  F.  Smiley. 
Dated  at  Liyerpool  this  26th  day  of  Jane,  1864. 

T.  COOK, 

Master  of  the  Skip, 
D.  CHAPMAN, 

Shipping  Master. 
For  signature  of  seaman  see  back. 

Note. — Any  person  who  fraudulently  forges  or  alters  a  certificate  of  char- 
acter, or  makes  use  of  one  which  does  not  belong  to  him,  may  either  be  presented 
for  a  misdemeanor,  or  may  be  summarily  punished  by  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
$100,  or  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Printed  by  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


E 1. — Ctrt\fieaU  of  discharge  for  seamen  discharged  before  a  shipping  master. 

Name  of  ship,  Australasian. 
Registered  tonnage,  1,512. 
Official  number,  19492. 
Port  of  registry,  Glasgow. 
Description  of  voyage  and  employment,  foreign. 
Name  of  seaman,  Uriah  F.  Smiley 
Capacity,  2d  officer. 
Place  of  birth,  Belfast 
Date  of  birth,  1827. 
Date  of  entnr,  2d  May,  1864. 
Date  of  discharge,  26th  June.  1864. 
Place  of  discharge,  Liverpool. 

I  certify  that  the  above  particulars  are  correct,  and  that  the  above  seaman 
was  discharged  accordingly. 
Dated  this  26th  day  of  June,  1864. 

T.  COOK, 

Master  qf  Skip. 

D.  CHAPMAN, 
Shipping  Master. 
For  signature  of  seaman  see  back. 

NoTB. — One  of  these  certificates  must  be  filled  up  and  delivered  to  eve^  sea- 
man who  is  discharged,  whenever  the  discharge  takes  place  before  a-shippuig 
master. 

Printed  by  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


Lard  Lymu  ta  Mr.  Seioard. 


Washinoton,  November  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  n6te  to  Mr.  Burnley  of  the  21st  ultimo,  and  to 
his  answer  dated  the  23d  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
a  despatch  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  {expressing  his  acknoWledg- 
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ments  for  the  expression  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  President,  with  regard  to  the 

f proceedings  of  the  Canadian  authorities,  in  reference  to  the  perpetrators  of  the 
ate  depredations  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc,,  ifc,t  Sfc. 


Vitcount  Monck  to  Mr.  BumUy. 

Government  House, 

C^ucbcc,  October  28,  1864. 
8lB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  and 
enclosure  of  October  23,  respecting  the  course  pursued  by  the  Canadian 
authorities  in  reference  to  the  perpetrators  of  the  late  depredations  on  St.  Albans, 
Vermont.  In  reply,  1  beg  leave  to  express  my  satisfaction  that  the  motives  and 
conduct  of  the  Canadian  government  have  been  rightly  appreciated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  will  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  communicate  to  Mr.  Sew,ard  the  substanee 
of  this  letter. 

I  have,  &c., 


J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  4p^.,  ifc. 


MONCK 


Mr.  Feward  to  Lord  Lyofu, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  November  3,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  communication  whidi 
has  been  addressed  to  you  by  his  excellency  Lord  Monck,  the  governor  general  of 
Canada,  in  which  he  asks  an  explanation  or  a  disavowal  of  what  is  set  forth  in  an 
article  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  on  the  subject  of  the  crimes  of  robbey 
and  murder  recently  committed  at  St.  Albans  by  persons  who  came  from  Canada 
to  that  place,  and  retired  again  to  Canada  for  refuge  from  capture  and  punish- 
ment. 

On  the  24th  day  of  October  last  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Adams  concerning 
the  transactions  referred  to,  in  which  I  fully  explained  the  views  and  sentiments 
of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  unhappy  condition  of  affairs  on  the  British 
American  borders,  its  causes,  probable  consequences,  and  its  needful  remedy. 
Indignant  complaints  by  newspapers,  which  are  entirely  independent  of  the 
government,  as  well  as  spirited,  hasty,  popular  proceedings  for  self-defence  and 
retaliation,  are  among  the  consequences  which  must  be  expected  to  occur,  whai 
unprovoked  aggressions  from  Canada  no  longer  allow  our  citizens  to  navigate  the 
intervening  waters  with  safety,  or  to  rest  at  home'  with  confidence  of  security 
for  their  property  and  their  lives.  With  a  sincere  conviction  that  Earl  Monck  is 
governed  by  the  highest  sense  of  honor  and  justice,  I  must,  nevertheless,  be  al- 
lowed to  say  that  I  do  not  think  the  matter  which  he  has  submitted,  when  dnlj 
weighed,  is  sufficient  to  call  for  any  enlar^ment  or  modification  of  the  views  I 
have  already  submitted  through  Mr.  Adams  to  her  Majesty's  government 
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While  tbo  government  has  been  engaged  in  considering  Earl  Monck's  request,  oar 
requisitions  for  the  offenders  whose  crimes  committed  on  Lake  Erie,  and  for 
the  burglars  and  murderers  who  invaded  Vermont,  remain  unanswered.  We 
hear  of  a  new  border  assault  at  Gastine,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  we  are 
warned  that  plots  are  formed  at  Montreal  to  fire  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union. 
It  is  not  the  government  nor  is  it  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  are  delin- 
quent in  the  fulfilment  of  fraternal  national  obligations. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  jour  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc,,  4p^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Lard  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  4,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Referring  to  Mr.  Burnley's  communication  of  the  7th  ultimo,  rel- 
ative to  the  refusal  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  to  grant  a  clearance  of 
certain  merchandise  shipped  by  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash  to  Nassau,  in  the 
Bahama  islands,  I  have  the  honor,  in  reply,  to  enclose  for  your  lordship's  inform- 
ation a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Fessendeu  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Treasury  Department, 

October  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  13th  instant* 
covering  a  copy  of  the  note  of  J.  Hume  Bamley,  esq.,  of  the  British  legation, 
relative  to  the  case  of  Darrell  &  Nash,  this  question  was  again  submitted  to 
the  collector  at  New  York  for  consideration  and  report,  of  wlSch  report  I  send 
you  enclosed  a  copy. 

In  view  of  the  facts  as  stated;  I  approve  his  action  in  the  premises,  and  the 
some  coarse  would  have  been  pursued  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  Treasury, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Draper  to  Mr.  Fesseudeu, 

Custom  House,  New  York, 

Collector's  OJice,  October  24,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communications 
of  the  13th  and  14th  instants,  with.their  enclosures,  in  reference  to  the  matter 
ot  Messrs.  Darrell  &  Nash,  British  merchants  of  this  city.    The  principal 
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facts  in  this  case  were  set  forth  in  the  reports  made  by  my  late  predecessor  ta 
the  department  on  the  3d  and  6th  of  August  last,  and  to  which  you  are  respect- 
fully referred. 

The  circumstances  stated  in  the  protest  of  the  master  of  the  yessel,  and  of  the 
passenger,  Albert  Orlando  Stone,  of  Charleston,  8.  C,  that  the  Trendt  put  into 
Nassau  for  repairs,  &c.,  are  now  relied  on  as  an  excuse  for  not  proceeding  to  the 
original  port  of  destination ;  but  it  appears  that  the  vessel  did  not  leak  badly, 
and  that  the  cargo  was  only  slightly  injured.  Besides,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
efforts  were  subsequently  made  to  complete  the  voyage,  and  no  excuse  is  offered 
for  not  doing  so. 

These  gentlemen  admit  that  they  shipped  goods  to  Nassau  via  Turk's  Island, 
as  stated  in  the  report  of  my  predecessor  of  August  3,  above  referred  to,  and 
they  allege  that  they  did  so  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  giving  bonds,  which 
they  would  have  been  required  to  give  had  they  shipped  their  goods  directly  to 
Nassau, 

The  enclosures  contained  in  your  letters  are  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  DRAPEB,  Collector. 

Hon.  William  P.  Fbssendgn, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  SeuHird, 

Washington,  November  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  26th  ultimo,  applying  for  the  extra- 
dition of  G.  U.  Wallace  and  others,  stated  to  be  fugitives  in  Canada  from  the 
justice  of  the  United  8tates,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a  copy 
of  a  despatch  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  stating  that  as  soon  as  lie 
shall  have  been  advised  that  the  proofs  required  by  the  treaty  of  extradition 
shall  have  been  given,  the  necessary  warrants  will  be  issued  for  the  delivery  of 
these  men  to  the  United  States  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
hnmblo  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ij^c.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Viaeount  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

QuBBUC,  October  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
25th  instant,  covering  an  application  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  for  the  extradition  of  C.  M.  Wallace  and  other  persons,  fugitives  from 
justice  from  the  United  States,  and  stated  to  be  now  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been  advised 
that  the  proofs  required  by  the  treaty  of  extradition  have  been  made  in  the  case 
of  these  men,  the  necessary  warrants  will  be  issued  for  their  delivery  to  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  ^. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

WashingUm,  November  5,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jonr  commani«* 
cation  of  yesterday  respecting  the  proper  extradition  of  0.  M.  Wallace  and 
others.    The  information  which  it  contained  will  be  duly  commnnicated  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

Thanking  your  lordship  for  your  prompt  action  in  the  matter,  I  haye  thd 
honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  oonsidemtion,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  November  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  have  received  from  a  British  subject,  Oaptain  Scanlan,  the  owner 
of  a  cotton  plantation  on  the  Mississippi  river,  18  miles  below  the  city  of 
Memphis,  relative  to  the  difficulties  he  has  experienced  in  shipping  the  produce 
of  his  crop  to  New  York  or  Liverpool,  owing  to  the  peculiar  wording  of  the 
affidavit  he  is  called  on  to  sign,  requiring  him  to  state  that  he  is  loyal  to  the 
United  States.  Captain  Scanlan  states  that,  with  the  exception  of  these  words, 
he  could  conscientiously  sign  the  affidavit,  as  he  has  always  been  friendly  to  the 
United  States  government,  and  has  been  uniformly  treated  with  kindness  and 
courtesy  by  the  officers  of  that  government. 

It  will  not  escape  your  attention,  on  perusing  Captain  Scanlan's  letter,  that 
the  cotton  raised  on  his  plantation  is  the  result  of  free  negro  labor  instead  of 
slave  labor,  and  therefore,  as  a  commencement  of  the  new  order  of  things  so 
wisely  organized  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  should,  I  venture  to 
thinki  be  rather  encouraged  by  the  United  States  government  than  hampered 
with  any  unnecessary  formalities  which  would  make  any  future  attempt  of  the 
kind  abortive. 

Captain  Scanlan  having  entered  into  a  regular  contract  with  the  pr9per  officers 
of  the  United  States  for  me  employment  of  the  free  negroes,  is  anxious  to  secure 
his  crop  from  any  roving  bands  of  guerillas  and  send  it  to  a  secure  place  of 
shipment. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  fain  hope  that  the  wording  of  the  affidavit 
may  be  altered,  leaving  out  <*  loyal  to  the  United  States"  as  being  incompatible 
with  his  nationality  as  a  British  subject,  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  ship  his 
cotton  and  continue  his  efforts  in  the  interest  of  freedom,  more  particularly  as  he 
appears  to  be  a  peaceable  man  and  on  eood  terms  with  the  authorities. 

1  beg  you  to  return  me  the  original  documents  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY, 
For  LORD  LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^,  4^.,  9fc. 
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Mr,  Seanlan  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Memphfs,  October  28, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  beg  leave  respectfiiHy  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  facts, 
and  invoke  such  action  on  your  part  as  the  merits  of  the  application  may,  in 
your  judgment,  require  : 

I  am  a  subject  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government,  and  now,  as  I  ever 
have  been,  true  and  loyal  to  the  same.  In  1857  I  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  was  the  same  year  married  to  my  present  wife,  who  then  resided  on  a 
plantation  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  Crittenden  county,  Arkansas, 
and  18  miles  below  this  city,  Memphis. 

Since  my  residence  here  I  have  taken  no  part,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
the  politics  of  the  country,  but  confined  myself  strictly  to  the  conduct  and 
management  of  my  private  affairs. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  this  impending  contest  I  have  scrupulously  abstained 
from  all  interference  therein,  but  have  faithfully  observed  the  proclamation  of 
toy  sovereign,  enjoining  strict  neutrality  on  the  part  of  her  subjects.  My  rights 
and  relation  as  a  foreign  resident  have  been  respected  by  the  federal  officers  here, 
both  civil  and  military,  and  they  have  not  hesitated  to  grant  whatever  I  might 
ask,  when  such  was  not  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  policy  and  interests  of 
their  government. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  grown  on  the  plantation  above  referred  to  a 
cotton  crop  from  which  I  hope  to  realize  about  300  bales.  This  was  produced 
by  freedmen*8  labor,  forty-one  of  which  class,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
copies  of  contents,  I  employed  under  contract  with  the  United  States  superin- 
tendent of  freedmen  at  this  point,  and  the  remainder  of  my  force  consisted  of  26 
negroes,  former  slaves  of  my  wife,  emancipated,  however,  under  the  proclama- 
tion of  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  with  which  I 
made  contracts  as  with  the  others,  under  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  which  contract  I  have  faithfully  observed  by  paying  them  regularlj 
the  amount  agreed  upon.  This  course  I  adopted  at  the  kindly  suggestion  and 
advice  of  Major  General  Hulburt,  who  commanded  this  district  at  the  time. 

Having  grown  this  crop  and  gathered  it  in  part  with  a  force  engaged  under  a 
solemn  contract  with  the  proper  officer  of  the  United  States,  I  am  now  prohib- 
ited from  shipping  it,  under  constraction  of  the  treasury  officers  here,  to  New 
York  or  Liverpool,  because  I  will  not  sign  the  affidavit  on  account  of  the  words 
"loyal  to  the  United  States"  being  inserted  therein.  With  the  exception  of 
these  words  I  could  conscientiously  subscribe  to  the  affidavit,  as  I  am  truly 
friendly  to  the  United  States  government,  her  officers  having  always  treated  me 
with  kindness  and  consideration,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  their  official  duties. 

Having  been  not  only  permitted,  but  encouraged  and  furnished  the  means  to 
produce  it  by  the  United  States  authorities,  it  is  submitted  that  international 
comity  would  dictate  that  I  should  not  be  so  trammelled  in  the  disposition  thereof 
as  to  seriously  impair  its  value,  if  not  to  hazard  its  entire  destruction,  as  it  is 
subject  to  be  burnt  at  any  time  by  roving  bands  of  guerillas  or  marauders. 

Although  the  officers  here  have  construed  themselves  as  without  authority  to 
permit  the  sale  or  shipment  of  my  cotton  for  the  aforesaid  reason,  yet  they  have 
not  hesitated  to  express  the  opinion,  that  if  the  matter  were  referred  to  the 
proper  heads  of  department  at  Washington,  that  permission  to  ship  the  cotton 
would  be  readily  granted. 

Accompanying  this  is  my  application  to  General  William  Orme,  special  super- 
vising agent,  2d  agency,  which  he  favorably  submits  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. I  therefore,  my  lord,  beg  that  you  will  give  the  above  such  consideration 
OS  you  may  deem  proper ;  satisfied  as  I  am  t^at  the  government  of  the  United 
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States  will  act  in  that  spirit  of  liberalitj  and  fairness  towards  tlie  subject  of  a 
friendly  neutral  power  which  has  so  signally  characterized  her  past  history. 

Hoping,  my  lord,  that  you  will  forward  me  a  reply  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  flul- 
hurt,  who  is  a  brother-in-law, 
I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

W.  E.  SOANLAN. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Contract. 

This  contract,  made  this  twelfth  day  of  March,  1864,  between  W  E.  Scan- 
Ian,  employer,  and  George  Hall,  Henry  Cole,  Anderson  Maning,  Paul  McMil- 
lar,  Grenville  McMillar,  Jem  Rodgers,  Teter  White,  Bell  Sykes,  Arch  Ganing, 
William  Nerval,  Ephraim  Dennings,  George  Washington,  freed  laborers,  wit- 
nesseth :  that  said  W.  E.  Scanlan  agrees  to  employ  said  laborers  on  his  plan- 
tation, from  the  12th  day  of  March,  1864,  to  the  12th  day  of  March,  1865,  on 
the  terms  prescribed  in  the  code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  leasing  abandoned 
property  and  hiring  freedmen ;  and  the  said  laborers  aeree  to  be  diligent  and  faith- 
ful hands  while  in  his  employ,  it  being  understood  and  agreed  that  this  contract  is 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  said  code,  by  which  all  parties  agree  to  be  governed. 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 

In  presence  of — 
0.  D.  BiBD. 

George  Hall.  Peter  White. 

Henry  Cole.  BUI  Sykes. 

Anderson  Manning.  Arch  Gumey. 

Paul  McMillar.  William  Nerval. 

Grenville  McMillar.  Ephraim  Dennings. 

Jem  Rodgers.  *  George  Washington. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  a  contract  on  file  at  this  office. 

S.  A.  WALKER, 
Captain  63d  Rpgiment,  SupH  Freedmen^  West  Termeuee* 


Contract, 

This  contract,  made  this  8th  day  of  March,  1864,  between  W.  E.  Scanlan, 
employer,  and  Susan  Banks  and  child,  Milly  Tucker,  Jane  Hicks,  Margaret 
Ingram,  Charley  Grear,  Ann  Kibbs  and  four  children,  Laura  Gibbs,  Maria 
Gibbs,  Rachel  Gibbs,  Amanda  Taylor,  Fred  Norris,  Caledona  Malone,  Francis 
Quinlau,  Abby  Vance,  Laura  Hodge,  Catharine  Malone,  Emma  Holmes,  Elijah 
Potts,  Nancy  Johnson  and  child,  freed  laborers,  witnesseth :  that  said  W.  E. 
Scanlan  agrees  to  employ  said  laborers  on  his  plantation  from  the  8  th  day  of 

Mai*ch,  18G4,  to  the day  of  ,  186  ,  on  the  terms  prescribed  in  the 

code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  leasing  abandoned  property  and  hiring  freed- 
men ;  and  the  said  laborers  agree  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  hands  while  in  his 
employ,  it  being  understood  and  agreed  that  this  contract  is  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  said  code,  by  which  all  parties  agree  to  be  ffovemed. 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 
Signed  in  presence  of — 

John  Phillips, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  SupH  of  Frcedinen,  West  Tcnn. 
Susan  Banks  and  child.  Fred  Norris. 

Milly  Tucker.  Caledona  Malone. 

Jane  Hicks.  Francis  Quiulan  and  child. 
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Margaret  Ingram.  Ahhj  Vance. 

Charley  Orear.  Susan  Hodge. 

Ann  Kibbs  and  children.  Catharine  Malone. 

Suean  Gibbs.  Emma  Holme». 

Maria  Gibbs.  Elijah  Potts. 

Bachel  Gibbs.  Nancj  Johnson  and  child. 

Amanda  Tajlor. 

I  certify  that  the  aboye  is  a  true  copy  of  a  contract  on  file  at  this  departm^tit 

S.  A.  WALKER, 
Captain  and  Sup*t  for  Freedmen, 


Certificate  of  natiotudky. 
HER  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY'S  CONSULATE,  CHICAQO. 

J,  J.  Edward  Wilkins,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul^  do  hereby  request 
and  require  all  whom  it  may  concern,  to  allow  the  bearer,  W.  E.  Scanlan,  re- 
siding in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  wha  I  haye  good  reason  to  belieye,  after  carefbl 
examination,  is  a  subject  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  who  has  neyer  forfeited  his 
daun  to  the  protection  of  the  Queen  by  becoming  a  subject  or  a  citizen  of  any 
foreign  state,  to  pass  without  let  or  hindrance,  and  to  afford  him  eyery  assist- 
ance and  protection  of  which  he  may  stand  in  need. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  do  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  my 
office,  in  the  city  of  St.  LouiB,  Missouri,  on  this  fourteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

J.  EDWARD  WILKINS, 
H.  B.  M.  Consul  at  ChicagOt 
(Residing,  under  instruction,  at  St.  Louis.) 
Issued  by  E.  B.  •  * 

[Endorsement.] 

Personal  description, — Age  31  years;  height  5  feet  9  inches;  color  of  eyea 
— — ;  hair  black;  peculiarities . 

This  certificate  confers  no  right  to  the  bearer  to  pass  beyond  the  lines  of  the 
United  States  forces. 

I  believe  the  bearer  is  a  resident  of  the  congressional  district  of  the  State  of 
;  is  a  British  subject,  not  liable  to  military  duty  in  the  United  Stat^. 

The  beai-er  must  be  careful  to  comply  with  all  regulations  relating  to  enrol- 
ment jn  the  manner  and  within  the  time  prescribed ;  then  if  desirous  to  claim 
exemption  from  military  service,  the  bearer  must  make  application  to  ^e  proper 
authorities  for  a  certificate  of  exemption  on  the  ground  of  being  an  alien. 

This  certificate  is  to  be  retained  by  the  bearer. 


Oath  of  foreign  cttizeMskip, 
UNTTED  STATES  OP  AMERICA,  STATE  OP  TENNESSEE. 

Pkovost  Marshal's  Office,  Distbict  of  Memphis, 

June  2,  1863. 
I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  ain  a  subject  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
and  owe  allegiance  to  the  same ;  that  I  have  never  declared  an  intention  of  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  any  other  government ;  that  I  have  pever  voted  at  any  oar 
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tional»  State,  county,  or  raomoipol  election  held  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
nor  have  I  over  claimed  the  rights  and  privileges  belonging  only  to  citizens 
giving  their  allegiance  to  the  government  thereof. 

I  further  swear  that  I  will  not  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  rebellious  league 
known  as  the  Confederate  States  of  America.    So  help  me  God. 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  June,  1863. 

JAMES  SMITH.  Provost  Marshal 
By  A.  J.  ENLAN,  Assistant. 

Besidence,  Arkansas ;  ajge,  31  years;  height,  5  feet  9  inches;  hair,  black; 
eyes,  hazel. 

[Pass.] 

Office  Provost  Marshal, 
Memphis,  Dectmher  13,  1862. 
Mr.  William  E.  Scanlan,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  has  leave,  by  order  of 
Major  General  S.  Hurlburt,  commanding  at  Memphis,  to  pass  and  ship  from 
Memphis  to  his  residence  in  Crittenden  county,  Arkansas,  without  goods  and 
Buppues,  except  when  allowed  by  the  proper  authorities. 

CHAS.M.WELLAND, 

Provost  Marshal. 

[Pass.] 

Pass  Dep't,  Provost  Marshal's  Office,  Dis't  of  Memphis, 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  June  2,  1863. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Scanlan,  subject  of  Great  Britain,  has  permission  to  pass  the  guards 
and  pickets,  by  order  of  Major  General  Hurlburt,  from  Memphis  to  Crittenden 
county,  Arkansas,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

A.  J.  ENLAN,  Pass  Officer. 

Issued  by  A.  W.  Mendenhall,  clerk. 

This  pass  is  not  transferable. 

Memphis,  Tennessee, 

March  7,  1864. 
Captain  Scanlan,  a  British  subject,  is  entitled,  as  a  neutral,  to  the  protection 
and  consideration  due  to  all  who  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States.    Per- 
sonally he  is  a  gentleman,  and  has  been,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  consistent.     I 
recommend  him  and  family  to  the  protection  of  the  military  authorities. 

L.  TmMAS>^Mjutant  General. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  November  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  for- 
eign affairs  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  despatches,  with  their 
enclosures,  addressed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswicit  to  her 
Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies,  relative  to  some  shot  fired  from  a 
battery  in  course  of  construction  on  a  small  island  near  Eastport,  between  the 
coast  of  Maine  and  Campobello,  having  fallen  upon  the  British  territory  of 
Campobello. 
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In  briogiDg  to  yonr  knowledge  the  circamstances  set  forth  in  the  endosed 
papers  I  am  instructed  to  state  that  her  Majesty's  govemment  sappose  the  firing 
to  have  been  unintentional. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS. 

J.  HUME  BDRNLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Hon,  A,  H.Gordon  to  the  Duke  of  Neteeastle, 

Fredericton,  New  Brunswick, 
October  26,  1863. 

My  Lord  Duke  :  During  the  course  of  the  past  week  I  paid  a  visit  to  the 
island  of  Gampobello. 

2.  Immediately  on  mj  arrival  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  new  battery  m 
the  course  of  construction  on  a  small  island  between  the  coast  of  Maine  and 
Campobello,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  latter.  When  I  previously  visited 
Gampobello,  in  the  month  of  May,  this  battery  had  not  been  commenced.  It  is 
now,  however,  rapidly  approaching  completion. 

3.  I  enclose  a  rough  sketch  of  the  plan  of  this  battery.  It  is  armed  with 
five  guns,  three  of  which  are  52pounders,  and  the  remaining  two  28-pounder8, 
said  to  be  rifled ;  a  barrack  for  &t\y  men  is  also  in  course  of  erection  in  rear  of 
the  battery. 

4.  A  precisely  similar  battery  is  in  the  course  of  erection  near  the  town  of 
Eastport,  at  a  point  called  Todd's  Head. 

5.  Without  attaching  any  undue  importance  to  these  erections,  tho  const^l^ 
tion  of  which  is  probably  mainly  due  to  clectioneeriog  influences,  I  think  it  mj 
duty  to  report  the  fact  of  their  existence  to  your  grace;  and  I  may  remark,  with 
respect  to  the  battery  on  St.  Croix  or  Treat's  island,  that  its  position  is  one 
which  renders  it  less-  a  protection  to  Eastport  than  a  menace  to  Campobello. 
Other  sites  might  have  been  chosen  which  would  have  commanded  the  entraoee 
to  Eastport,  but  from  that  which  has  been  adopted  it  will  be  almost  impossible, 
in  time  of  peace,  to  fire  even  for  practice,  as  any  shot  from  three  if  not  four  of 
the  guns  must  necessarily,  however  aimed,  fall  in  the  town  of  Welshpool,  m 
Gampobello,  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 

The  enclosed-  map  will  show  tho  position  of  the  two  batteries.     That  on 
Treat's  island  is  only  half  a  mile  from  the  shore  of  Campobello. 
I  have,  &c., 

ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  op  Newcastle,  K.  G.,  Sfc„  ^,,  ^. 


Lieutenant  Governor  the  Hon.  A,  H.  Gordon,  to  Mr.  Cardwell, 

Fbedericton,  New  Brunswick, 

September  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch  to  his  grace  tho  Duke  of  Newcastle,  of  October 
26,  18G3,  I  reported  the  erection  of  certain  batteries  by  tho  Uuited  States 
authorities  in  tho  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Campobello, 
in  this  province,  and  I  remarked  that  **  the  position  of  tho  battery  on'Treat'« 
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island  was  one  which  rendered  it  less  a  protection  to  Eastport  than  a  menace  to 
Gampobello.  Other  sites  might  have  been  chosen  which  would  have  com- 
mauaed  the  entrance  to  Eastport,  but  £rom  that  which  has  been  adopted  it  will 
be  ahnost  impossible,  in  time  of  peace,  to  fire  even  for  practice,  as  any  shot  from 
three  if  not  four  of  the  guns  must  necessarily  fall  in  Ae  town  of  Welshpool,  in 
Gampobello,  or  its  immediate  vicinity." 

2.  The  corrpspondence  which  I  now  enclose  will  show  that  my  anticipations 
in  this  respect  have  proved  to  be  correct. 

3.  You  will  no  doubt  observe  that  no  irritation  is  displayed  by  Captain  Robin- 
son, in  his  letter,  and  that  the  best  possible  spirit  has  been  manifested  on  both 
sides. 

4«  I,  of  course,  do  not  attach  any  great  practical  importance  to  this  affair, 
but  it  is,  perhaps,  as  well  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  a  battery, 
the  guns  of  wh  ch  cannot  be  fired  without  throwing  their  shot  into  her  Majesty's 
dominions.  The  *•  Head "  referred  to  is  equally  on  the  island  of  Gampobello, 
and  a  shot  glancing  from  it  might  easily  do  serious  miscl^ief. 
I  have,  &c., 

ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 
Right  Hon.  Edwabd  Gardwell,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Captain  Robitison  to  the  Hon,  A,  H,  Oordon, 

Gampobello,  New  Brunswick, 

August  18,  1864. 
•    Sir  :  I  herewith  have  ihe  honor  to  enclose  for  your  excellency's  information 
copies  of  a  correspondence  between  a  volunteer  officer  of  the  United  States  in 
charge  of  the  new  batteries  erected  near  Eastport  and  others  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  myself. 

It  appears  on  Friday,  the  12th  instant,  a  party  went  to  Treat's  island  battery 
aad' fired  three  shots  against  the  "  Friar's  Head."  For  the  first  one  the  gun  was 
depressed,  so  as  to  make  the  shot  strike  the  water,  the  party  firing  evidently 
knowing  so  little  of  artillery  practice  that  they  were  unaware  that  by  doing  so 
it  must  ricochet  once  or  twice  in  the  line  of  fires  and  the  pointed  longitudinal 
shot  used  is  worse  for  doing  so  than  the  spherical.  The  otner  two  shots  being 
directly  pointed  at  the  Head,  struck  and  did  no  harm. 

They  have  got  their  guns  beautifully  mounted,  and  shells,  shot,  and  ammu- 
nition of  all  sorts,  with  a  corporal  and  twelve  men  in  charge  at  Treat's  island, 
who  are  what  are  called  nine-months  men,  and  the  same  at  the  other  battery  off 
Dog  island. 

I  do  not  see  how  they  can  fire  a  shot  from  either  of  these  batt^^ries  without 
going  into  British  territory,  which  your  excellency  saw  when  here  last  year ;  it 
is  now,  I  think,  put  a  stop  to,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  difficult  to  convince 
men  who  have  not  been  brought  up  to  military  service  of  the  danger  of  firing  shot 
into  neutral  territory,  whether  any  haim  is  done  or  not. 

We  hear  to-day  that  a  confederate  cruiser  is  destroying  United  States  vessels 
off  Mount  Desert;  there  is  a  gunboat  at  Eastport,  now  called  the  Pontusuc. 

There  are  also  a  large  nuiAber  of  men  who,  having  completed  their  term  of 
servitude  in  the  Army,  have  returned  to  Quebec  and  Eastport  within  these  few 
days,  and  are  not  the  most  orderly  people  in  the  world. 
I  have,  &c., 

T.  EOBINSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Gordon. 

•  49  0  * 
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Captain  Robinson  to  Captain  Hutchinson. 

Campobello,  New  Brunswick, 

August  16, 1864 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  went  over  to  Treat's  island,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  you 
and  calling  your  attention  to  the  pracJicing  the  guns  of  the  battery  upon  that 
island  upon  **  Friar's  Head,"  (so  called.)  intJampobello,  and  also  to  the  fact  of  a 
shot  having  ricocheted  over  the  "  Head"  during  that  practice,  on  Thursday,  the 
12th  instant,  parsing  over  a  house,  and  striking  the  ground  near  a  bam  occu- 
pied by  a  man  named  Taylor. 

I  had  waited  until  then,  hoping  to  have  heard  from  you  some  explanatioa  of 
the  circumstances,  having  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  latter  circumstance 
was  purely  accidental. 

But  in  yottr  position  of  commandant  of  a  fort  you  must,  on  consideration,  be 
aware  that  pouring  shot  into  a  friendly  and  neighboring  territory,  without  per- 
mission, is  entirely  against  the  laws  of  nations,  and  even  owning  the  soil.  I  much 
question  whether  it  would  have  been  in  my  power  to  have  granted  permission* 
supposing  it  to  have  been  asked,  as  the  sovereignty  of  the  soil  lies  in  the  natioa, 
not  in  the  individual.  It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  create  any  ill  feeling  on  this 
occasion,  or  in  any  unnecessary  way  to  magnify  the  importance  of  the  thing, 
being,  as  I  thoroughly  believe,  purely  a  piece  6f  inadvertence;  but  it  will  be 
necessary  for  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  so  in  writing,  and  also  that  the 
same  may  not  happen  again,  to  enable  me  to  answer  any  inquiries  that  may  be 
put  to  me  by  the  English  authorities. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  ROBINSON, 
T.  P.  and  Captain  fi.  N. 

Captain  Hutchinson, 

United  States  Navy,  dtc,  (tc,  &c. 


Captain  Hutchinson  to  Captain  Robinson, 

August  16,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  horfor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
date.  In  reply,  I  would  say  it  was  not  my  intention  to  practice  the  battery  on 
the  island  until  I  had  received  permission  from  you ;  but  on  that  day,  having 
some  military  company  who,  wishing  to  see  the  effect  of  two  or  three  shot 
against  the  Head,  and  not  having  the  least  idea  that  the  shot  would  miss  the 
Head,  I  took  the  liberty  to  fire  three  shots;  and  to  guard  against  doing  anj 
injury,  I  was  careful  to  havti  the  gun  depressed  so  as  to  have  the  shot  fall  short, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  carrying  over  the  Head ;  but,  contrary  to  my  ex- 
pectations, the  first  shot,  as  it  afterwards  proved,  ricocheted  after  striking  the 
water,  and  passed  over  the  Head,  striking  as  you  stated  in  your  letter.  At  the 
time  we  all  thought  the  ball  lodged  against  the  ledge,  and  not  until  the  next  day  did 
I  know  of  the  facts.  I  went  over  immediately  on  learning  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  saw  Mr.  Parker,  who  showed  me  where  the  shot  struck.  I 
followed  the  course  and  found  the  shot  in  an  adjoining  pasture ;  the  other  two 
shots  I  found  on  the  beach,  under  the  'Head.  I  was  treated  very  kindly  by 
Mr.  Parker  and  others,  whom  I  met  while  on  the  island,  and  to  whom  I  apolo- 
gized, assuring  them  it  would  not  bo  repeated,  at  the  same  time  intending 
to  call  on  you  and  do  the  same.  Circumstances  since  the  affair  have  bpcn  such 
I  have  been  unable  to  do  so.    Hoping  the  affair  will  create  no  ill  feelings,  I  will 
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Jo  myself  the  honor  to  call  upon  you  personally,  at  tho  earliest  opportunity,^ 
and  give,  perhaps,  a  more  satisfactory  explanation. 
I  remain^  &c., 

THOS.  P.  HUTCHINSON, 
Captain  Commanding  hort  Sullivan,  Eastport,  Maine. 

T.  Robinson, 

T.  P.  and  Captain  R.  N.,  Campobello,  N.  B. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  NovemSer  11, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  lordship's  information, 
and  that  of  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada,  a  copy  oi^  a  despatch  of  the  8th 
iastant  from  D.  Thurston,  esquire,  the  vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States 
at  Montreal,  and  of  the  paper  which  accompanied  it,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the 
schooner  G^eorgian,  or  Gooigiana,  to  parties  suspected  of  being  agents  of  the 
insurgent  enemies  of  the  United  States,  which  was  the  subject  of  my  note  to 
your  lordship  of  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
se]*vfl.nt 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  91. J  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  November  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  the  consular  agent  at  Toronto, 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  Georgian  to  a  supposed  rebel  agent  by 
parties  residing  at  Toronto.  This  is  a  new  vessel,  built  some  y^ar  and  a  half 
since  on  the  Georgian  bay  by  G.  H.  Wyatt  and  others,  and  has,  I  believe,  made 
one  trip  across  the  Atlantic.  She  is  a  splendid  vessel,  built  with  great  care,  a 
fast  sailer,  and  would,  if  employed  in  the  business  mentioned  in  Mr.  Kimball's 
despatch,  be  capable  of  doing  immense  injury  to  the  shipping  on  the  lakes. 
Mr.  Wyatt  and  his  partners  sold  the  steamer  Bowmanville  some  two  years  ago. 
She  was  ostensibly  to  bo  employed  in  legitimate  trade,  but  was  undoubtedly 
designed  for  blockade  running.  The  corroboration  of  the  purposes  for  which 
the  Georgian  has  been  purchased  by  four  persons,  unknown  to  each  other,  would 
seem  to  establish  the  fact  that  she  has  been  bought  for  the  design  of  being  con- 
verted into  a  ram  by  rebel  agents  in  Canada,  and  that  measures  should  be  at 
once  taken  to  prevent  the  plan  being  executed.  I  have  notified  the  Canadian 
government. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON, 
United  States  Vice-ConstU  Gekeral» 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waslungton,  ' 
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Mr.  Kimball  to  Mr,  Potur, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Toronto,  C.  W,,  November  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  information  which  I  communi- 
cated to  the  provost  marshal  ^f  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  under  date  of  November  3.  It 
is  given  to  me  by  four  diff*erent  parties,  unknown  to  each  other: 

First.  Messrs.  A.  M.  Smith  &  Co.  and  George  H.  Wyatt  informed  me,  in 
answer  to  my  questions,  that  they  have  sold  the  propeller  Georgian,  which  they 
owned,  to  one  Bates,  from  Michigan,  who  intends  to  use  her  in  the  lumber  trade. 
They  delivered  her  at  Port  Colborne,  C.  W.,  on  the  first  or  second  of  this 
month.  They  claim  that  she  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  lumber  trade,  as  she 
carries  heavy  loads  with  light  draught,  and  the  present  owners  irUend  to  strengthen 
her  beamtfor  towing,  I  consider  they  partially  admitted  that  the  .pay  came 
through  the  Ontario  Bank,  ($16,500,)  where  I  know  Colonel  Thompson,  the 
confederate  agent,  keeps  his  account. 

The  second  person  says  he  knows  this  Bates ;  knew  him  in  Louisyille,  Ky. 
He  wa^  at  one  time  a  «aptain  of  the  steamer  Magnolia  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

A  third  person,  wbom  I  well  know,  but  who  has  previously  sympathized  with 
the  confederates,  came  to  me  of  his  own  accord  to  reveal  what  he  claims  as  a 
great  plot,  in  order  to  arrest  it,  because,  he  assumes,  its  success  would  have  a 
tendency  to  make  trouble  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  He  gives 
as  a  synopsis  the  following,  which  he  says  he  received  from  Captain  Bates 
himself: 

The  Georgian  is  purchased  by  the  confederates.  She  is  to  be  'strengthened 
in  ihe  bow  for  a  ram  somewhere  on  Lake  Huron,  after  which  she  will  take  on 
men,  cannon,  small-arms,  and  ammunition,  and  run  into  the  Michigan  oflf  John- 
son's island  to  sink  her ;  then  make  a  dash  to  release  the  prisoners,  who  will 
at  once  be  furnished  with  arms  if  they  meet  with  success;  alter  which  the  Geor- 
gian will  go  on  a  cruise  of  destruction,  including  Buffalo  harbor  and  other  places. 

My  informant  claims  to  know  the  details  of  the  whole  plot,  men  and  places, 
and  would  reveal  the  whole  of  it  to  the  authorities  in  the  United  States,  if  I, 
as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  government,  would  pay  his  expenses,  and  he 
would  also  expect  the  United  Slates  to  remunerate  him.  I  told  him  I  could 
not  see  any  difference  between  his  revealing  to  me  or  to  the  authorities  iu  Buffalo, 
and  therefore  could  not  comply  with  his  requests,  but  if  he  would  give  me  his 
information  I  would  transmit  it  to  the  department,  and  if  it  was  of  real  service 
to  them  I  had  no  doubt  they  would  do  him  justice.  He  would  not  consent  to 
this. 

A  fourth  person  says  he  has  been  solicited  to  join  an  expedition  by. the  con- 
federates. They  tell  him  they  have  a  steamer,  but  would  not  say  what  one  it 
was,  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  they  were  going  to  make  an  attempt 
to  release  the  prisoners  on  Johnson's  island.  For  the  purpose  of  getting  more 
information  he  agreed' to  meet  them  at  Sarnia  this  week;  would  be  here  on 
Monday  next,  and  would  see  me  and  give  me  any  further  information  he  might 
obtain. 

Talcing  these  circumstances  altogether,  I  have  no  doubt  something  of  the  kind 
is  intended,  and  therefore  immediately  communicated  the  intelligence  as  I  re- 
ceived It  to  the  authorities  in  Buff*alo,  with  the  request  that  they  should  notifj 
other  authorities  as  they  deem  proper. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  KIMBALL, 
.   United  Stutes  Consular  Agent. 

Hon.  John  E.  Pottbb, 

Consular  General,  B,  N,  A.  P.,  Montreal,  C.  E. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  Statr, 

Washington^  November  11,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  h^ve  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yesterday 
from  Major  Greneral  John  J.  Peck,  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  Georgiana. 
I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  notify  his  excellency  Viscount  Monck  of  its  pur- 
port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Jlfr.  Ftdt  to  Mr.  Stward. 
[Telegram.] 

Syracuse,  New  York, 

November  10,  1864. 
To  Secretary  Seward. 

Just  from  Buffalo.    The  Georgiana  is  near  Port  Colborne,  twenty  miles 
difltant     She  was  lately  purchased  at  Toronto,  Canada  West,  for  commercial 

Eurpose?,  and  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  gold  paid.  The  price  is  far  beyond 
er  value,  in  the  opinion  of  the  best  judges.  This,  in  connexion  with  the  fact 
that  the  business  season  is  at  an  end,  stamps  the  transaction  with  suspicion,  and 
warrants  the  belief  that  she  ia  intended  for  raiding  operations. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  General. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons- 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtonr  November  12,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  2d  instant,  transmitting  further  evidence  of  the  nationality  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  case  of  the  Night  Uawk ;  and  in  reply,  to  inform  your  lordship 
that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  recalling 
his  attention  to  the  case  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  proceedings  as  the 
result  may  warrant,  returning  the  original  affidavit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  asking  for  the  extradi- 
tion of  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  twelve  other  persons,  fugitives  from  justice. 
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in  Canacia,  I  have  tho  honor  to  enclose  copy  which  I  have  received  in  reply 
irom  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration^^ir,  yoor  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BUKNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^^  ifc. 


VUcoufU  Manck  to  Lord  Lyons, 

QuBBBC,  November  4, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatch  of 
29th  October,  covering  a  note  from  the^Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
to  you,  applying  for  the  extradition  of  Samael  Eugene  Lackey  and  twelve 
other  persons,  charged  with  the  commission  of  murder  and  robbery  in  Che  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor,  in  reply,  to  state  for  your  lordship's  information  that  all  per- 
sons mentioned  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  are  now  in  custody  at  Montreal,  and  that 
as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been  advised  that  the  proofs  required  by  the  treaty  have 
been  made  in  the  case  of  all  or  any  of  them»  the  necessary  writs  will  be  issued 
for  their  delivery  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK 

Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  8(c.,  8(c, 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


"Washington,  November  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday's 

date,  enclosing  to  me  copies  of  communications  from  the  United  States  viee* 

consul  general  at  Montreal,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  Georgian,  or  Georgi&na. 

I  have  this  day  transmitted  copies  of  your  note,  and  of  its  enclosures,  to  hifl 

excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

For  LORD  LYONS. 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  ^.,  fy:. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  November  12, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  the  extradi- 
tion of  William  H.  Hutchinson,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  » 
copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sur,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  See,  S^.,  Sfc 
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Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyon$, 

^  Government  House, 

Quebec,  November  7, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of 
the  Ist  instant,  enclosing  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  he  asked  for  the  extradition  of  one  William  H.  Hutchinson. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this 
person  is  now  in  custody  at  Montreal,  and  that  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been  ad- 
vised that  the  proofs  requhred  by  the  treaty  have  been  made  in  his  case,  the 
necessary  warrant  will  issue  for  his  delivery  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

S.  T.  MONCK. 
Lord  Lvons,  4^.,  4^.,  4^. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 


British  Legation,  November  13, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  by  telegraph  as  follows  witb 
respect  to  the  Georgiana : 

''I  have  just  had  the  following  telegram  from  the  revenue  collector  at  Samia, 
from  which  port  the  Georgiana  cleared  for  Port  Colbome.  Propeller  Georgiana 
arrived  during  night;  searched  her ;  found  nothing  suspicious;  will  give  her  clear- 
ance when  ready  to  start."  ' 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  fy:.i8sc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  -Lord- Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  14,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the 
8tb  instant,  in  which  you  are  instructed  by  her  M^esty's  principal  secretary  of 
Btate  for  foreign  affairs  to  call  the  attention  of  this  government  ta  its  accompa- 
nying despatches  and  their  enclosures,  addressed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
New  Brunswick  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies,  relative  to 
some  shot  fired  from  a  battery  in  course  of  constmetion  on  an  island  near  East- 
port,  Maine,  which  had  fallen  upon  the  British  territory  at  Gampobello.  In 
reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  a  copy  of  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  Wiur,  with  a  view  to  an  imme- 
diate investigation  of  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLL4M  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ifc^  Sfc,,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Seward  Jo  Lord  Lyon*. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  14,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
12th  instaut,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  you  by  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  relative  to  the  extradition  of  William  H.  Hutchinson,  one  of 
the  St.  Albans  marauders  recently  capt\ired  in  Montreal.  In  reply,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  information  contained  therein  has  been  communicated  to 
the  proper  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  ^.,  fy:. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Novemier  15,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  private  letter  to  you  of  the  13th  in- 
stant, respecting  the  release  of  the  Georgiana,  I  think  it  useful  for  you  to  possess 
copies  of  the  inquiries  made  about  her  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  Port  Col- 
borne,  and  of  a  telegraphic  circular  sent  by  the  Canadian  finance  department 
to  the  various  coll  actors  of  customs  at  the  different  ports  on  the  lakes,  with  re- 
spect to  ships  of  a  suspicious  character. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful,  humble  servant. 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  8fc.,  8fc. 


[Telegraphic  circular.] 

Collector  of  CuMtoms  at ; 

Give  particular  attention  to  vessels  clearing  from  your  port ;  if  any  circnm- 
stances  indicate  intention  to  violate  neutrality  laws,  refuse  clearance  and  detain 
vessel,  immediately  reporting  to  this  department  and  to  the  attorney  general. 
Finance  Department, 

Quebect  November  8,  1864. 


i: 


By  telegraph  from  coUeetor  at  Port  Colbome  to  honorable  A.  T.  Oak. 

November  8,  1864. 

Propeller  Greorgiana  entered  inwards  from  Port  Stanley  on  29Lh  of  October, 
discharged  cargo  and  reported  inwards  for  Buffalo  on  1st  of  November;  returned 
here  on  3d ;  captain  came  to  the  office  and  stated  he  had  been  to  Buffalo  for 
repairs ;  had  a  clearance  for  this  port  without  cargo ;  was  ^oing  to  Samia,  bat 
wanted  wood ;  wished  to  know  if  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  clearance  from  bere 
t  J  Samia,  having  a  clearance  to  a  British  port ;  did  not  grant  ahother ;  weather 
stormy ;  remained  until  Saturday,  when  weather  moderated ;  left  at  six  thirty 
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p.  m.;  on  inqairing  of  harbor-master,  he  informed  me  she  took  sixty  or  seventy 
cords  wood,  as  stated,  for  ballast;  ho  stated  they  informed  him  on  board 
she  was  going  to  Chicago ;  nothing  connected  with  her  suspicions  unless  taking 
the  quantity  of  wood  and  going  to  one  port,  when  reporting  here  she  was 
goin^  to  another,  might  bo  so  construed ;  did  not  come  to  the  office  after  taking 
wood  on  board ;  Mr.  Gordon,  from  whom  the  wood  was  purchased,  has  statea 
she  only  took  thirty  cords.  , 

N.  PRING,  Collector. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

WashIiVOTON,  November  15,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  3d  ultimo  relative  to  the  information 
which  you  had  received  that  Captain  Hewitt,  of  the  royal  navy,  was  in  com 
mand  of  a  vessel  engaged  in  running  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States,  I '  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
admiralty  on  this  subject,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  her  Majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  a£Pairs,  stating  that  their  lordships  are  not 
aware  that'  Captain  Hewitt,  R.  N.,  is  pngaged  in  blockade  running,  and  that  they 
would  not  sanction  his  being  so  employed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  ^ 
humble  servant. 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  S^c.,  Sfc,,  Sgc. 


Mr.  Romaine  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Admiralty,  October  ?5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  your  letter  of 
the  24th  instant,  with  its  enclosure,  relative  to  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Seward, 
the  United  States  Secretary  of  StatQ,  that  he  had  been  informed  that  Captain 
Hewitt,  of  the  royal  navy,  is  in  command  of  a  Vessel  engaged  in  running  the 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

My  lords  desire  me  to  state  for  the  informatioi^  of  Earl  Russell  that  if  Gap- 
tain  Hewitt  is  so  employed,  it  is  without  the  knowledge  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
and  will  not  be  sanctioned  by  them. 

I  am,  &c,  W.  G.  ROMAINE. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Burnley  had  the  honor  of.  addressing  yon  on  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber on  the  subject  of  the  nefarious  practices  resorted  to  by  unscrupulous  persons 
in  seducing  youths  from  their  homes,  and  inducing  them  to  enlist  in  the  United 
Slates  army ;  and  you  had  the  goodness  to  state,  in  your  answer  of  the  ID.h  of 
the  same  month,  that  the  United  States  government  would  use  all  diligence  in 
preventing  such  practices,  and  when  discovered  in  severely  punishing  such 
transactions,  and  Uiat  it  believes  they  are  practically  arrested. 
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I  am  nevertheless  mdaced  to  make  a  few  farther  remarks  on  this  snhjed, 
onder  the  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  government 

The  governor  general  of  Canada  is  using  his  hest  endeavors  to  aid  andaesiBt 
as  far  as  possible  towards  the  attainment  of  the  object  desired.  The  attention 
of  the  local  police  authorities  of  Canadit  have  been  especially  directed  to  the 
necessity  of  increased  vigilance  with  regard  to  the  practices  alluded  to,  and  in 
some  cases,  when  it  was  judged  advisable,  special  detective  officers  have  been 
stationed  at  suitable  places  to  assist  the  ordinary  police  force. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  consider  that  no  eflforts  will  be  effectual 
for  the  suppression  of  these  practices  as  long  as  the  government  of  the  United 
States  continues  to  pay  agents  for  the  procurement  of  recruits  for  their  armies. 
If  no  pecuniary  advantages  could  accrue  to  any  person  from  bringing  a  recruit 
to  enlist,  there  would  be  no  inducements  offered  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  persons  to  commit  the  crime  of  kidnapping,  and  if  this  source  of  the 
evil,  which  is  constant  in  its  operation,  were  i*emoved,  the  occasional  increase  ci 
crimes  of  this  nature  from  the  payments  on  the  part  of  private  individuals  for 
substitutes  at  the  time  of  a  compulsory  draft  might  be  effectually  met  by  addi- 
tional vigilance  at  those  periods  on  the  part  of  the  police. 

Her  Majesty's  government  therefore  suggest,  with  a  view  to  the  better  assist- 
ance of  Viscount  Monck  in  his  endeavors  to  punish  the  guilty  parties,  whether 
the  United  States  government  would  not  take  into  consideration  the  advisability 
of  abrogating  the  regulations  under  which  payments  are  made,  whether  under 
the  denomination  of  "  bringing  money  "  or  "  bounty  money." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  WixxiAM  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  4^.,  4^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Z/ord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  November  16,  1864. 
My  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  Your  letters  of  the  respective  dates  of  the  12& 
and  Idth  instant,  apprising  me  of  the  prompt  proceedings  of  his  excellenej 
Viscount  Monck  in  regard  to  the  Georgiana,  were  duly  and  thankfully  received. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Lord  Lyons,  always  and  faithfully  yours, 

WILLLAJtf  H.  SEWABD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sc,  (Be.,  dte. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Was/iingtonf  November  16,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commonici- 
tion  of  the  12th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  of  Canada,  concerning  the  proposed  extradition  of  Samad 
Eugene  Lackey  and  twelve  other  persons,  charged  with  the  commission  of  the 
crimes  of  murder  and  robbery  in  the  United  States.  Thanking  your  lordsbv 
for  the  information,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  oommimicated 
it  to  the  proper  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

»  WILLIAU  H.  SEWABD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  4«->  4^»  4«- 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt  09  State, 

Washington^  November  16,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  BeferriDg  to  yo^r  communicfttion\)f  the  11th  of  July  last,  and 
my  replies  thereto  of  the  2l8t  of  the  same  month  and  the  6th  of  Augost  follow- 
ing, relative  to  two  i^prentices  belonging  to  the  British  bark  Gazoo,  alleged 
to  have  deserted  from  chat  ship  and  to  have  been  taken  on  ,bou^  the  United 
States  vessel  St.  Mary's,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  and  its  accompaniments  of  the  10th  instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kavy,  containing  farther  information  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  loird,  your  obedient 
B^rvant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  c^*.*  4^. 


Mr.  fVeOet  to  Mr,  Seward. 

•Navy  Department, 

Washington^  November  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  July  last,  and  my  reply  of  the 
30th  of  that  month,  I  have  the  honof  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
dated  the  26th  of  September,  received  from  Actiug  Rear- Admiral  Charles  H. 
Bell,  relative  to  the  two  boys  who  escaped  or  deserted  from  the  British  ship 
Gu2co  and  enlisted  on  board  the  United  States  ship  St.  Mary's. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.,  &a, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Admiral  Bdl  (q  Mr.  WeUa. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Lancaster, 

Callao,  September  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Acting 
Master  Charley  A.  Crocker,  executive  officer  of  the  United  States  ship  St. 
Mary's,  to  Captain  Edward  Middleton,  of  the  same  ship,  respecting  the  deten- 
tion of  two  apprentices  belonging  to  the  British  ship  Cuzco,  and  made  the 
subject  of  a  letter  dated  July  30,  1864. 

It  appears  that  these  boys  did  not  enter  on  board  the  St.  Mary's  until  after 
the  sailing  of  the  Cuzco  from  Valparaiso,  and  every  facility  was  given  to  the 
commander  of  the  Cuzco  by  the  officers  to  recover  his  men,  which  would  have 
succeeded  had  they  been  on  board  the  St.  Mary's  when  the  search  was  made. 

Arthur  Cox  has  since  been  condemned  by  medical  survey  and  sent  (August  31) 
to  the  naval  hospital  at  New  York.  John  Williamson  was  transferred,  with  a 
number  of  others,  to  this  ship,  and  is  now  on  board.  He  will  be  given  up  to 
any  one  authorized  to  receive  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES  H.  BELL, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com^dg  Pacijic  Squadrom. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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I  am  nevertheless  indnced  to  make  a  few  further  remarks  on  this  snbjed, 
onder  the  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  government 

The  governor  general  of  Canada  is  using  his  hest  endeavors  to  aid  and  assist 
as  far  as  possible  towards  the  attainment  of  the  object  desired.  The  attention 
of  the  local  police  authorities  of  Canada  have  b^en  especially  directed  to  the 
necessity  of  increased  vigilance  with  regard  to  the  practices  alluded  to,  and  m 
some  cases,  when  it  was  judged  advisable,  special  detective  officers  have  been 
stationed  at  suitable  places  to  assist  the  ordinary  police  force. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  consider  that  no  e£forts  will  be  e£fectual 
for  the  suppression  of  these  practices  as  long  as  the  government  of  the  United 
States  continues  to  pay  agents  for  the  procurement  of  recruits  for  their  armies. 
If  no  pecuniary  advantages  could  accrue  to  any  person  from  bringing  a  recruit 
to  enlist,  there  would  be  no  inducements  offered  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  persons  to  commit  the  crime  of  kidnapping,  and  if  this  source  of  the 
evil,  which  is  constant  in  its  operation,  were  removed,  the  occasional  increase  of 
crimes  of  this  nature  from  the  payments  on  the  part  of  private  individuals  for 
substitutes  at  the  time  of  a  compulsory  draft  might  be  effectually  met  by  addi- 
tional vigilance  at  those  periods  on  the  part  of  the  police. 

Her  Majesty's  government  therefore  suggest,  with  a  view  to  the  better  asaiBt- 
ance  of  Viscount  Monck  in  his  endeavors  to  punish  the  guilty  parties,  whether 
the  United  States  government  would  not  take  into  consideration  the  advisability 
of  abrogating  the  regulations  under  which  payments  are  made,  whether  under 
the  denomination  of  "  bringing  money  "  or  **  bounty  money." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J,  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  WixxiAM  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Spc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  16,  1864. 
My  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  Your  letters  of  the  respective  dates  of  the  124 
and  Idth  instant,  apprising  me  of  the  prompt  proceedings  of  his  excellency 
Viscount  IMonck  in  regard  to  the  Georgiana,  were  duly  and  thankfully  received. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Lord  Lyons,  always  and  faithfully  yours, 

WILLLAJtf  H.  SEWAED. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  &c.y  Se, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  16,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  12th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his  excellency  the 
fovemor  general  of  Canada,  concerning  the  proposed  extradition  of  Samuel 
lugene  Lackey  and  twelve  other  persons,  charged  with  the  commission  of  the 
crimes  of  murder  and  robbery  in  the  United  States.  Thanking  your  lordship 
for  the  information,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  commnnicatea 
it  to  the  proper  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedidtf 
servant, 

•  WUIilAH  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  tfc.,  S/c,  tfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  November  16,  1864. 
My  Lord:  Beferring  to  joir  communication \)f  the  11th  of  July  last,  and 
my  replies  thereto  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month  and  the  6th  of  August  follow- 
ing, relative  to  two  i^prentices  belonging  to  the  British  bark  Gazco,  alleged 
to  have  deserted  from  that  ship  and  to  have  been  taken  on  .board  the  United 
States  vessel  St.  Mary's,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  and  its  accompaniments  of  the  10th  instant,  from  the  oecretary  of  the 
Navy,  containing  farther  information  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
flATvant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc^  cSf.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  fVdkt  to  Mr,  Seward. 

•Navy  Department, 

Washington,  November  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  Beferring  to  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  July  last,  and  my  reply  of  the 
30th  of  that  month,  I  have  the  honof  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
dated  the  26th  of  September,  received  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Charles  H. 
Bell,  relative  to  the  two  boys  who  escaped  or  deserted  from  the  British  ship 
Ga2co  and  enlisted  on  board  the  United  States  ship  St.  Maiy's. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Admiral BeUtq Mr.  WdUs, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Lancaster, 

Callao,  September  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Acting 
Master  Charley  A.  Crocker,  executive  officer  of  the  United  States  ship  St. 
Mary's,  to  Captain  Edward  Middleton,  of  the  same  ship,  respecting  the  deten- 
tion of  two  apprentices  belonging  to  the  British  ship  Cuzco,  and  made  the 
subject  of  a  letter  dated  July  30,  1864. 

It  appears  that  these  boys  did  not  enter  on  board  the  St.  Mary's  until  after 
the  sailing  of  the  Cuzco  from  Valparaiso,  and  every  facility  was  given  to  the 
commander  (^  the  Cuzco  by  the  officers  to  recover  his  men,  which  would  have 
succeeded  had  they  been  on  board  the  St.  Mary's  when  the  search  was  made. 

Ajrthur  Cox  has  since  been  condemned  by  medical  survey  and  sent  (August  31) 
to  the  naval  hospital  at  New  York.  John  Williamson  was  transferred,  with  a 
nnmber  of  others,  to  this  ship,  and  is  now  on  board.  He  will  be  given  up  to 
any  one  authorized  to  receive  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfolly,  yours, 

CHARLES  H.  BELL, 
Acting  Bear-Admiralf  Com'dg  Pacific  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Craker  to  Oapiain  MidMon. 

United  States  Ship  St.  Mary's, 

Baj/  of  Panama,  September  7,  1864. 

Sm  :  In  obedience  to  yoni^ order  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting  me  to  make  a 
detailed'  statement  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  master  of  the 
English  ship  Cazco  upon  this  vessel  for  two  boys  alleged  to  be  deserters  from 
his  ship  and  supposed  to  be  secreted  on  board  the  St.  Mary's,  I  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows : 

On  or  about  the  20th  day  of  February,  1864,  while  lying  in  the  harbor  ot 
Valparaiso,  Chili,  the  master  of  the  English  ship  Cuzco  came  on  b<5ard  and 
stated  that  two  apprentice  boys  had  deserted  from  his  ship,  and  he  had  reason 
to  believe  were  stowed  away  on  board  this  vessel,  and  requested  that  search 
should  be  made  for  them.  In  your  absence  I  called  all  hands  to  quarters,  and 
made  an  examination  of  the  holds,  store-rooms,  &c.,  &c.,  but  without  finrjiog 
the  boys.  I  told  the  master  that  the  boys  had,  no  doubt,  if  they  were  on 
board,  seen  his  approach,  and  the  better  plan  would  be  for  him  to  come  on 
board  the  next  day  while  we  were  at.  quarters,  as  a  better  opportunity  would 
then  be  afforded  to  detect  them;  he  did  so,  and  returned  the  next  morning  just 
as  we  were  in  the  act  of  going  to  quarters.  I  reported  the  circumstance  to  you, 
and  you  ordered  me  to  search  for  them,  and,  if  found,  to  deliver  them  to  him. 

A  most  thorough  search  was  then  instituted  in  every  part  of  the  vessel 
capable  of  holding  a  human  being,  which  search  was  superintended  by  the 
sailingmastcr  and  gunner  of  this  ship,  but  which,  after  keeping  all  hands  at 
quarters  for  nearly  an  hour,  resulted  unsucf^essfully. 

On  the  2oth  February,  subsequently  to  the  sailing  of  the  Cuzco,  John 
Williamson  and  Arthur  Cox  made  their  appearance  on  board  and  shipped,  whom, 
I  afterwards  learned,  were  the  boys  who  deserted  from  the  Xjuzco. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  CROCKER. 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  Edward  Middleton, 

Com*dg  United  States  Ship  St,  Mary's, 

Approved : 

EDWARD  MIDDLETON, 

Captain,  U,  S.  N, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  16,  1864. 
Mv  Lord  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  in  «»gard  to 
the  form  of  an  affidavit  required  of  Captain  W.  E.  Scanlan,  as  a  condition  for 
permission  to  ship  the  produce  of  his  plantation,  I  have  the  honor,  in  replj,  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the-  14th  instant  just  received  at  this  department 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  paper  which  accompanied  it,  from 
which  your  lordship  will  perceive  that  the  objectionable  feature  of  the  affidavit 
will  be  removed  in  this  and  all  similar  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  tfc.,  ^.,  igc.       , 
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Mr»  FcsBenden  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Treasury  Department, 

November  14,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lltli 
instant,  transmitting  enclosures  from  Lord  Lyons  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Cap- 
tain Scanlan,  a  British  subject,  who  desires  to  transport  certain  cotton  produced 
hy  him  to  market  without  making  oath  that  he  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  &c. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  suhject,  this 
day  addressed  to  the  supervising  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  at 
Memphis,  which  will,  it  is  believed,  remove  the  objections  referred  to. 

I  have  also  given  directions  that  the  rule  therein  laid  down  shall  have  uni- 
form application  in  all  the  Insurrectionary  States. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  the 'Treasury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fessenden  to  Mr,  Orme, 

November  14,  1864 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  the  application  of 
W.  E.  Scanlan,  a  British  subject,  who  asks  permission  to  transport  to  market 
certain  cotton  produced  by  the  labor  of  freedmen  employed  by  him,  without 
making  oath  that  he  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Such  an  oath  should  not  be  reauired  from  the  actual  subjects  of  any  foreign 
power,  and  when  you  are  satisfied  that  similar  applicants  are,  in  good  faith,  sub- 
jects of  foreign  powers,  and  have  never  exercised  any  of  the  rights  of  citizenship 
in  this  country,  you  are  authorized  to  waive  that  clause  in  the  affidavit,  and  only 
require  oath  that  the  applicant  has  nofr  done  any  act  of  hostility  tow^d  the 
United  States. 

You  will  regard  these  instructions  as  applicable  to  all  cases  of  a  like  character 
which  may  arise  in  your  agency. 
Respectfully, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

-Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Wm.  W.  Orme,  Esq., 

Bujp,  Special  Agent  Dep*t,  2d  Agency ^  Memphis,  Tenn: 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  18,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communioa- 
tion  of  the  15th  instant,  in  answer  to  my  note  of  the  3d  ultimo,  relative  to  in- 
formation received  at  the  department  respecting  the  alleged  proceedings  of 
Captain  Hewitt,  of  the  royal  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  Lord,  your  obedient 
sefvaiit 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bigbt  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Liord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

"Washington,  November  18,  1864. 

Sfr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16th  instant, 
relative  to  the  two  apprentices  of  the  British  hark  Cuzco,  and  would  beg 
leave  to  rectify  a  mistake  in  the  names  of  the  hoys  as  given  by  Rear-Admiriu 
Bell  in  his  communcation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Their  real  names,  as 
given  by  Mr.  Nicol,  a  copy  of  whose  letter  was  forwarded  to  you  in  Mr.  Bum- 
ley's  note  of  the  25th  August,  are  Alfred  Dewick  and  John  Williams. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
For  LORD  LYONS. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  Noeemher  19,  1864. 

SiH  :  W4di  reference  to  Viscount  Monck's  despatch  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and 

to  your  reply  of  the  3d  instant,  with  respect  to  the  order  issued  by  General 

Dix  relative  to  the  recent  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose 

copy  of  a  despatch  which  1  have  received  from  his  excellency,  replying,  on  his 

^  side,  to  the  observations  contained  in  that  note. 

In  the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  excellency,  the  governor  general,  I  folly 
concur.  It  suffices  to  examine  the  dates  when  the  various  requisitions  for  ex- 
tradition were  received  at  this  legation,  and  despatched  to  Viscount  Monck,  to 
•  prove  that,  on  my  side,  also,  nothing  was  left  undone  which  could  promote  the 
wishes  and  apxious  desires  of  the  American  government,  whether  in  the  a£fair 
of  Lake  Ene,  or  in  that  of  St  Albans. 

Your  note  of  the  13th  ultimo,  asking  ibr  the  extradition  of  Bell  and  others, 
concerned  in  the  Lake  Erie  occurrences,  was  received  on  the  1 4th,  and  despatched 
to  Viscount  Monck  on  the  16th.  His  excellency's  reply  of  the  22d,  received  on 
the  26th,  was  transmitted  the  next  day  to  you. 

With  regard  to  the  affair  at  St.  Albans,  your  first  note,  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  extradition  of  Wallace  and  others,  was  received  and  despatched 
on  the  same  day  to  Viscount  Monck.  His  excellency's  reply,  of  the  3l8t  Octo- 
ber, was  received  on  the  3d  in*i^ut,  and  transmitted  to  you  on  the  4th  instant 
Your  further  note,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  extradition  of  Lackey  and 
others,  was  received  on  the  day  on  which  it  was  written,  and  on  that  same  day 
despatched  to  Viscount  Monck.  His  excellency's  reply,  of  the  4th  instant,  re- 
ceived at  this  legation  on  the  11th  instant,  was  despatched  to  you  the  same  day. 

Finally,  your  note  of  the  let  instant,  requesting  the  extradition  of  Hutchinson, 
was  again  received  and  despatched  to  its  destination  on  the  same  day,  and  Vis- 
count Monck's  reply  of  the  7th  instant,  received  on  the  12th  instant,  was  for- 
warded to  you  on  the  day  on  which  it  was  received. 

You  will  thus  perceive  that  both  Viscount  Monck  and  myself  have  done  all 
that  lay  in  onr  power  to  expedite  the  ends  of  justice,  and  that  it  cannot  in  truth 
bo  said  that  requisitions  for  these  offenders  have  remained  unanswered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Vi$count  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons^ 

Quebec,  November  12,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of 
7th  November,  and  the  accompanying  note  from  Mr.  Seward,  aated  3d  Novem- 
ber, relative  to  the  despatch  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  address  to  you  on 
the  26th  October,  calling  your  attention  to  the  extract  from  the  New  York 
Evening  Post,  which  purported  to  give  the  words  of  an  order  issued  by  Miyor 
General  Dix,  in  reference  to  the  recent  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont 

I  shall  transmit  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies, 
for  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

There  is  one  statement,  however,  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  which  I  mast 
allude,  injustice  to  myself  and  the  government  of  Canada.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  United  States  says,  "  While  this  government  has  been  considering 
Earl  MoDck's  request,  our  requisition  for  the  offenders  whose  cnmes  were  com- 
mitted on  Lake  Erie,  and  for  the  burglars  and  murderers  who  invaded  Vermont, 
remain  unanswered." 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  statement.  With  regard  to  the  first  of  these 
ontrages,  it  occurred  on  the  19th  September.  On  the  22d  October  a  despatch 
was  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Burnley,  dated  16th  October,  enclosing  a  note 
from  the  Secretary  of.  State  of  the  United  States,  demanding  the  extradition  of 
Bell  and  others,  (the  persons  supposed  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  Lake 
Erie  outrage.)  On  the  same  day  (22d  October)  1  addressed  a  despatch  to  Mr. 
Burnley,  in  which  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  his  communication,  and  begged 
him  to  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  "as  soon  as. I  should  have  been  advised  that 
these  persons,  or  any  of  them,  had  been  arrested  in  Canada,  and  that  the  proof 
required  by  the  treaty  had  been  made,  the  necessary  warrants  should  be  issued 
for  their  delivery  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States." 

With  reference  to  the  outrage  committed  at  St.  Albans,  this  affair  occurred 
on  the  19th  October.  Qa  the  Slst  I  received  from  Mr.  Burnley  a  despatch, 
dated  25 ih  October,  demanding  the  extradition  of  C.  M.  Wallace  and  twelve 
other  persons,  participators  in  the  St.  Albans  affairs. 

On  the  same  day  I  answered  Mr.  Burnley's  despatch,  informing  him  that 
when  the  proof  required  should  have  been'made,  the  warrants  for  extradition 
should  be  issued. 

On  the  4th  November  I  received  a  further  despatch,  dated  29th  October,  re- 
ferring to  the  same  persons,  and  stating  that  they  were  in  custody  in  Canada, 
and  asking  for  their  extradition. 

This  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  informing  Mr.  Burnley  that  the  men 
referred  to  were  in  custody,  and  that  the  warrants  for  their  extradition  should 
issue  as  soon  as  the  proofs  required  by  the  treaty  had  been  completed. 

On  the  7th  of  November  I  received  from  Lord  Ly^ons  a  further  despatch, 
dated  November  1,  enclosing  a  demand  for  the  extradition  of  one  Hutchinson, 
a  man  whose  name  was  not  included  in  the  former  list. 

This  despatch  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  terms  as  the 
former  communications.  I  have  been  thus  minute  in  the  statement  of  what  has 
occurred  in  these  matters,  because  I  should  have  felt  much  annoyed  if  it  could 
be  supposed  that  your  communications  to  me,  made  at  the  instance  of  a  minister 
of  a  friendly  power,  had  been  for  any  cause  allowed  to  remain  unanswered. 
I  have,  &xr.,  &c., 

MONCK 

Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  Spc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  19,  1864. 

My  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  I  have  the  pleaeure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  the  inquiries 
made  abont  the  Geoi'giana  by  the  collectors  of  customs  at  Port  Colbome,  and 
of  the  telegraphic  circular  sent  by  the  Canadian  finance  department  to  the 
various  collectors  of  customs  at  the  different  port  on  the  lakes. 
Believe  mo  to  be,  my  lord,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  ifc,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Washinglont  November  21,  1864. 

My  Lord:  Referring  to  Mr.  Burnley's  note  of  the  6th  ultimo,  in  whicli  ho 
remonstrates  against  the  prosecution  of  appeals  in  the  prize  cases  against  the 
British  vessels  Science,  Dashing  Wave,  Sir  William  Peel,  and  Volante,  at  New 
Orleans,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  your  lordsjhip,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2d  instant  from  the  United  States  attorney  of  Louisiana, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  ^.        * 


Mr,  Wopla  to  Mr,  Seward. 

United  States  Attorney's  Oppicb, 

New  Orleans,  November  2,  18G4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  IStli 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  J.  Ilume  Burnley,  esq.,  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  chargd  d'affaires  at  Washington,  remonstrating  against  the 
prosecution  of  appeals  in  the  prize  cases  against  the  British  vessels  Science, 
Dashing  Wave,  Sir  William  Peel,  and  Volante,  and  their  cargoes,  &c.  The  last 
mentioned  was  appealed  by  the  claimants.  The  other  three  were  appealed  by 
the  libellants,  and  the  records  have  been  already  forwarded  to  be  filed  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  Supreme  Court.  You  say,  **  I  will  thank  vou  to  communicate 
to  this  department  the  views  of  t^  prize  court,  if  they  can  be  obtained."  The 
judge  has  not  written  and  filed  any  reasons  for  judgment;  and  as  he  is  absent 
from  this  city  in  the  north,  I  am  unable  to  state  what  are  his  views  regarding 
the  appeals  from  his  judgments  rendered  in  the  several  cases.  In  my  letter  to 
you  of  March  25,  18G4,  i-elativc  to  the  case  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  in  reply  to 
yours  of  the  7  th  of  that  month,  I  set  forth  the  grounds,  and  submitted  the  au- 
thorities upon  which  the  ship  was  sought  to  be  condemned;  and  I  also  showed 
that  the  other  vessels  above  named  were  situated  very  similarly  to  the  Sir 
William  Peel.  A  reference  to  tlie  records,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  (to  whom  I  am  instructed  to  forward  all  records  of  appeal,  even  in 
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prize  cases,)  will  show  that  the  chargd  d'tfaires  labors  under  the  disadvantage^ 
of  having  heard  but  one  side  of  the  case. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  judge  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  jou  with  his  views 
on  the  subject  of  the  appeak,  if  thej  can  be  obtained. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EUFUS  WAPLES, 
United  States  Attorney, 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  SUWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

WashmgUmy  November  21,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  mj  note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  applying  for  the  extradi- 
tion of  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others,  and  to  that  of  the  1st  instant,  ap- 
plying for  the  extradition  of  William  Hutchinson,  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
inform  your  lordship  that  inaccuracies  occurred  in  the  former  note  respecting  the 
names  of  some  of  the  persons  indicated  therein,  but  I  have  now  received  a  cor- 
rected list  of  the  names  of  the  parties  and  other  information,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Squire  Turner  Travis,  Ghailes  Moore 
Swager,  George  Scott,  Bennett  H.  Young,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  Jamee 
Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGhrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  Dudley  Moore, 
Thomas  Bronsdon  Oollins,  Marcus  Spurr,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  and  William 
H.  Hutchinson  are  charged  with  the  commission  of  the  crimes  of  murder,  assault 
with  intent  to  commit  murder,  and  robbery,  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  that  official  complaints 
have  been  filed  in  the  proper  courts  in  said  State  charging  them  with  those 
offences;  that  regular  warrants  for  their  apprehension  have  thereupon  been 
issued,  duly  authenticated  copies  of  which  complaints  and  warrants  are  attached 
hereunto.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  request,  through  your  lordship,  that 
her  Majesty's  government  will,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Washington^  be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  warrants  for  the 
delivery  of  the  above-named  fugitives,  who  are  now  understood  to  be  held  in 
jail  at  Montreal,  in  Canada,  to  any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  to  receive 
the  said  fugitives  and  bringnhem  back  to  the  United  States  for  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

P.  S. — ^I  will  thank  your  lordship,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  note  and  accompanying  papers  to  the  Canadian  government. 


State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  st: 

To  Leonard  Gilman,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Franklin,  comes  Chellis  F.  Safford,  town  grand  juror  of  the  town  of 
St.  Albans,  in  said  county,  in  his  proper  person,  and,  on  his  oath  of  office,  com- 
plaint makes,  that  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire 
Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,. 
Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander 
Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  William  H.  Hutchinson^  and. 

60  0  • 
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iDudley  Moore,  of  St.  Albans,  in  theicounty  of  Franklin,  not  having  the  peace 
of  God  before  their  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  at  St 
Albans  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  one  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  in  the  peace  of  God  and 
of  the  State  of  Vermont  then  and  there  being,  did  then  and  there,  with  force 
and  arms,  feloniously,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  make  an  assault;  and 
that  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner 
Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  S wager,  Bennett 
H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty, 
Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dudley 
Moore,  with  certain  pistols,  each  of  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  each  loaded 
and  charged  with  gunpowder  and  one  leaden  bullet,  one  of  which  said  pistola, 
so  loaded  and  charged  aforesaid,  they  each  of  them,  then  and  there,  had  and 
held  in  their  right  hands,  to,  against,  and  upon  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
than  and  there,  feloniously  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  shoot  and  dia- 
charge :  and  that  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins, 
Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore 
Swager,  Bennett  H.  Yoting,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  Jamea 
Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  William  H. 
Hutchinson,  and  Dudley  Moore,  with  the  leaden  bullets  aforesaid,  out  of  the 
pistols  aforesaid,  then  and  there,  by  the  force  of  the  gunpowder,  shot  and  sent 
forth  as  aforesaid,  the  aforesaid  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  in  and  upon  the  abdomen 
of  him  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and 
of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  strike,  penetrate,  and  wound,  giving  to  the  said 
Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  with  the  leaden  bullets  aforesaid,  so  as  afore- 
said shot,  discharged,  and  sent  forth,  out  of  the  pistols  aforesaid,  by  the  said 
Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Travis, 
Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H. 
Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty, 
Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and 
Dudley  Moore,  in  and  upon  the  abdomen  of  him  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
one  mortal  wound,  of  which  said  mortal  wound  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
from  the  said  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  until  the  2l8t 
day  of  the  same  October,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  in  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  did 
languish,  and,  languishing,  did  live,  and  on  which  said  21st  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  last  aforesaid,  the  said  Ellinus  J.  Mon-ison,  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  of 
the  mortal  wound  aforesaid  died ;  and  so  the  grand  juror  aforesaid,  on  his  oatfi 
aforesaid,  says,  that  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Col- 
lins, Squire  l^imer  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charlcb 
Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace, 
James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  William 
H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dudley  Moore,  him  the  said  EUinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and 
there,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice 
aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  contrary  to  the  form,  force,  and  effect  of  the 
statute  of  Vermont  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  and 
dignity  of  the  said  State  of  Vermont. 

And  the  grand  juror  aforesaid,  in  his  proper  person,  and  on  his  oath,  further 
complaint  makes,  that  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont  aforesaid,  Bennett  H.  Young,  of  St  Albans  aforesaid,  and  Samnd 
Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander 
Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  George  Scott,  Caleb 
McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  James  Simpson 
Gregg,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dualey  Moore,  of  St.  Albans  aforesaid, 
not  having  the  fear  of  Grod  before  their  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by 
the  instigation  of  the  devil,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1864,  wiih  force  and  arms,  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  one  Elinus  J* 
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Morrison,  in  the  peace  of  Ood  and  of  the  State  of  Yennont  then  and  there 
being,  tnlfully  and  feloniously,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  make  an 
assault;  and  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young  a  certain  pistol,  of  the  value  of 
twenty  dollars,  then  and  there  loaded,  and  charged  with  gunpowder  and  one 
leaden  bullet,  which  pistol,  by  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  in  his  right  hand, 
jthen  and  there,  had  and  held  to,  against,  and  upon  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  shoot 
and  discharge;  and  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  with  the  leaden  bullet  afore- 
said, out  of  the  pistol  aforesaid,  then  and  there,  by  the  force  of  the  gunpowder, 
^ot  and  sent  forth,  as  aforesaid,  hinx  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  in  and  upon 
the .  abdomen  of  him,  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morison,  then  and  there,  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  strike,  penetrate,  and  wound, 
ffiving  to  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  with  the  leaden 
bullet  aforesaid,  so  as  aforesaid  shot  and  dischai^d,  and  sent  forth  out  of  the 
pistol  aforesaid,  by  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  in  and  upon  the  abdomen  of 
him  the  snid  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  one  mortal  wound,  of  the  oreadth  of  half  an 
inch,  of  which  said  mortal  wound  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  from  the  said 
19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  until  the  2l8t  day  of  the 
same  October,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  did  languish,  and,  languishing,  did 
live;  on  which  said  2l8t  day  of  October,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  the  same 
Elinus  J.  Morrison,  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  of  the  mortal  wound  aforesaid,  died; 
and  that  the  aforesaid  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins, 
Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore 
Swager,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wtdlace,  James  Alexander  Doty, 
Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  and  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and 
Dudley  Moore,  then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  afore- 
thought, were  present,  aiding,  helping,  and  abetting,  and  comforting,  assisting, 
and  maintaining  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  the  felony  and  murder  aforesaid, 
in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  to  do  and  commit;  and  so  the  grand  juror  afore- 
said, upon  his  oath  aforesaid,  says,  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  and  the 
said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Travis, 
Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  George  Scott, 
Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  I>oty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel 
Simpson  Gregg,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dudley  Moore,  him  the  said 
Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  in  the  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  felo- 
niously, wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  con- 
trary: to  the  forms,  force,  and  eiFect  of  the  statute  of  the  State  of  Vermont  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  said  State 
of  Vermont. 

CHELLIS  F.  S AFFORD, 
Toum  Grand  Juror. 


State  op  Vermont,  , 

Franklin  County,  ss: 
At  St.  Albans,  on  this  21.st  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  the 
foregoing  complaint  exhibited  to  me  and  filed  in  my  office. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Vermont,  ^ 

Franklin  County t  ss : 
To  any  sheriff'  or  constable  in  the  State,  greeting : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  ap- 
prehend the  bodies  of  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bransdon  Col- 
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iDudley  Moore,  of  St.  Albans,  in  tlieicoanty  of  Franklin,  not  having  the  peace 
of  God  before  their  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  hy  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  at  St 
Albans  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  one  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  in  the  peace  of  God  and 
of  the  State  of  Vermont  then  and  there  being,  did  then  and  there,  with  force 
and  arms,  feloniously,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  make  an  assault;  and 
that  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner 
Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett 
H.  Young,  Greorge  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty, 
Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dudley 
Moore,  with  certain  pistols,  each  of  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  each  loaded 
and  charged  with  gunpowder  and  one  leaden  bullet,  one  of  which  said  pistols, 
BO  loaded  and  charged  aforesaid,  they  each  of  them,  then  and  there,  had  and 
held  in  their  right  hands,  to,  against,  and  upon  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
than  and  there,  feloniously  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  shoot  and  dis- 
charge :  and  that  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins, 
Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore 
Swager,  Bennett  H.  Yotmg,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James 
Alexander  Dotv,   Joseph  McGrorty,   Samuel   Simpson  Gregg,  William  H. 
Hutchinson,  and  Dudley  Moore,  with  the  leaden  bullets  aforesaid,  out  of  the 
pistols  aforesaid,  then  and  there,  by  the  force  of  the  gunpowder,  shot  and  sent 
forth  as  aforesaid,  the  aforesaid  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  in  and  upon  the  abdomen 
of  him  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and 
of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  strike,  penetrate,  and  wound,  giving  to  the  said 
Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  with  the  leaden  bullets  aforesaid,  so  as  afore- 
said shot,  dischar^d,  and  sent  forth,  out  of  the  pistols  aforesaid,  by  the  said 
Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Travis, 
Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H. 
Young,  George    Scott,   Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James   Alexander  Doty, 
Joseph    McGrorty,    Samuel   Simpson  Gregg,   William  H.   Hutchinson,  and 
Dudley  Moore,  in  and  upon  the  abdomen  of  him  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
one  mortal  wound,  of  which  said  mortal  wound  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
from  the  said  19th  day  of  October,  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  until  the  2l8t 
day  of  the  same  October,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  in  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  did 
languish,  and,  languishing,  did  live,  and  on  which  said  21st  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  last  aforesaid,  the  said  Ellinus  J.  Morrison,  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  of 
the  mortal  wound  aforesaid  died;  and  so  the  grand  juror  aforesaid,  on  his  oath 
aforesaid,  siys,  that  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Col- 
lins, Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charleb 
Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Walked 
James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  William 
H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dudley  Moore,  him  the  said  Ellinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and 
there,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice 
aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  contrary  to  the  form,  force,  and  effect  of  the 
statute  of  Vermont  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  and 
dignity  of  the  said  State  of  Vermont. 

And  the  grand  juror  aforesaid,  in  his  proper  person,  and  on  his  oath,  further 
complaint  makes,  that  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont  aforesaid,  Bennett  H.  Young,  of  St  Albans  aforesaid,  and  Samuel 
Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander 
Pope  Biuce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  George  Scott,  Caleb 
McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  James  Simpson 
Gre^g,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dudley  Moore,  of  St.  Albans  aforesaid, 
not  having  the  fear  of  Grod  before  their  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by 
the  instigation  of  the  devil,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1864,  wiih  force  and  arms,  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  one  Elinus  J. 
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Morrison,  in  the  peace  of  Otoi  and  of  the  State  of  Yennont  then  and  there 
being,  Wilfully  and  felonioaslj,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  make  an 
assault;  and  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young  a  certain  pistol,  of  the  value  of 
twenty  dollars,  then  and  there  loaded,  and  charged  with  gunpowder  and  one 
.  leaden  bullet,  which  pistol,  by  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  in  his  right  hand, 
jthen  and  there,  had  and  held  to,  against,  and  upon  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison, 
then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  shoot 
and  discharge;  and  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Youug,  with  the  leaden  bullet  afore- 
said, out  of  the  pistol  aforesaid,  then  and  there,  by  the  force  of  the  gunpowder, 
^ot  and  sent  forth,  as  aforesaid,  hinx  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  in  and  upon 
the « abdomen  of  him,  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morison,  then  and  there,  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  strike,  penetrate,  and  wound, 
ffiving  to  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  with  the  leaden 
bullet  aforesaid,  so  as  aforesaid  shot  and  discharged,  and  sent  forth  out  of  the 
pistol  aforesaid,  by  the  said  Bennett  H.  Yotmg,  in  and  upon  the  abdomen  of 
him  the  snid  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  one  mortal  wound,  of  the  oreadth  of  half  an 
inch,  of  which  said  mortal  woxmd  the  said  Elinus  J.  Morrison,  from  the  said 
19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  until  the  2l8t  day  of  the 
same  October,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  did  languish,  and,  languishing,  did 
live;  on  which  said  21st  day  of  October,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  the  same 
Elinus  J.  Morrison,  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  of  the  mortal  wound  aforesaid,  died; 
and  that  the  aforesaid  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Gollins, 
Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore 
Swager,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty, 
Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  and  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and 
Dudley  Moore,  then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  afore- 
thought, were  present,  aiding,  helping,  and  abetting,  and  comforting,  assisting, 
and  maintaining  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  the  felony  and  murder  aforesaid, 
in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  to  do  and  commit ;  and  so  the  grand  juror  afore- 
said, upon  his  oath  aforesaid,  says,  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  and  the 
said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Travis, 
Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  George  Scott, 
Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  I)oty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel 
Simpson  Gregg,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  and  Dudley  Moore,  him  the  said 
Elinus  J.  Morrison,  then  and  there,  in  the  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  felo- 
niously, wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  con- 
trar)c  to  the  forms,  force,  and  eject  of  the  statute  of  the  State  of  Vermont  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  said  State 
of  Vermont. 

CHELLIS  F.  S AFFORD, 
Taton  Grand  Juror, 


State  op  Vermont,  , 

Franldin  County,  ss: 
At  St.  Albans,  on  this  21st  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  the' 
foregoing  complaint  exhibited  to  me  and  filed  in  my  office. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  op  Vermont,  ^ 

Franklin  County ,  ss : 
To  any  sheriff'  or  constable  in  the  State,  greeting : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  ap- 
prehend the  bodies  of  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bran84on  Col- 
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Uns,  Sqtiier  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcos  Sporr,  Charles  Moera 
Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  Greorge  Bcott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wdlacc,  Janes 
Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  M.  Grorty,  Samuel  Sipson  Gregg,  William  H.  Hutch- 
inson, and  Dudley  Moore,  and  them  have  forthwith  before  the  subscribing  au- 
thority at  the  sherifTs  office  in  St.  Albans,  in  said  Franklin  county,  that  they  . 
may  answer  to  the  foregoing  complaint,  and  be  further  dealt  with  according  to 
law. 

Given  under  ray  band,  at  St  Albans  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  October,  in  tiie 
year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Statb  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County  ^  99  f 
St.  Albans,  this  2l8t  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four. — I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  true  copies  of  the 
complaint  made  to  me,  and  my  warrant  issued  thereon. 

LEONAKD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Vbbbiont, 

Franklin  County,  se  : 
I,  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin, 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  which  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record,  do  hereby 
certify  that  Leonard  Oilman,  esquire,  was,  on  the  2Jst  day  of  October,  in  iho 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  still  is,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied to  act  as  such  magistrate;  that  the  signature  to  the  above  certificate  purport- 
ing to  be  the  signature  of  said  Oilman  is  the  genuine  signature  of  said  Oilman; 
and  that  ^11  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  official  acts  of  said  Oilman. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  f^xed  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of 
the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  and  smbscribed  my  name  officially  at 
[l.  8.]     St.  Albans,  in  the  said  county  of  Franklin,  this  twenty-first  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one-thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
four. 

JOSEPH  H.  BBAINEED,  Clerk 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss : 

I,  Asa  Owen  Aldis,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
chief  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklm  and  State  of  Vermont, 
hereby  certify  that  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  whose  signature  is  appended  and  sub- 
scribed to  the  above  certificate,  is  the  clerk  of  the  said  county  court  of  the  county  of 
aforesaid ;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and  know  the  signature  of  the  said  Frank- 
Bi Brainerd,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  county  clerk;  that  the  signature  subscribed 
to  the  above  certificate  is  the  genuine  signature  of  the  said  Joseph  H.  Brain- 
erd, and  the  seal  affixed  to  the  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of  the  said  county 
court  of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforessud;  that  the  said  court  is  a  common  law 
court  of  record;  that  the  said  Brainerd,  as  clerk  of  the  said  county  court,  has  the 
custody  of  the  record  of  all  commissions  issued  to  justices  of  the  peace  acting 
within  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my^hand  at  St.  Albans,  in  the 
county  of  IVanklin  aforesaid,  this  twenty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  om 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aixty-fbur. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS, 

Judge  0/ the  Siqn-eme  Court  of  the  State  0/  Vermont,  and  Chitf  Judge 
^the  County  Court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  StaU  ^  VermonL 
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UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
State  of  Vermont,  Executive  Department : 

1,  Jolin  Gregory  Smith,  governor  of  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  docament  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said  State 
and  of  the  .United  States ;  that  the  signatures  of  the  respective  officers  attached 
to  said  certificates  of  authentication  are  genuine,  and  that  said  officers  respectively 
hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they  in  and  by  said  certificates  purport  to 
hold  and  exercise ;  and  that  the  seal  of  the  coxmty  court  of  the  aforesaid  county 
of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given 
to  said  documents  and  certificates. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said  State  to  be  hereunto  at- 
tached, and  have  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpelier,  thia  Slst  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

J.  GREGORY  SMITH. 

By  his  excelloicy  the  governor. 

Attest :  G.  W.  BAILEY,  Secretary  of  State. 

To  Leonard  Gilman,  esq.,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  comes  Chellis  F.  Safford,  grand 
juror  within  and  for  the  town  of  St  Albans,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  upon 
his  oath  of  office  complaint  makes  that  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas 
Bronsdon  Collins,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander 
Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George 
Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Widlaco,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty, 
Samuel  Simpson  Gre^,  and  Dudley  Moore,  of  St.  Albans,  aforesaid,  heretofore, 
to  wit,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  in  a  bank  building  then  and  there  situated  and 
known  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  Franklin  County  Bank,  in  and  upon  one 
■  Marcus  Wells  Beardsley,  then  and  there  being  cashier  of  the  said  I  ranklin 
County  Bank,  thei;  and  there  being  in  the  peace  of  Ged  and  of  the  said  State, 
feloniouslv  did  make  an  assault,  and  him,  the  said  Marcus  Wells  Beardsley,  in 
CTeat  bodily  fear  and  danger  of  his  life  in  the  bank  building  aforesaid  did 
feloniously  put,  and  one  thousand  bills,  commonly  called  bank  oills  issued  by 
the  said  Franklin  County  Bank,  said  bank  being  an  incorporated  bank  in  said 
State  of  Vermont  and  the  property  of  said  bank,  and  of  the  denomination  and 
value  of  ten  dollars  each;  ten  thousand  bills  commonly  called  bank  bills, 
issued  by  said  bank,  and  the  property  of  said  bank,  and  each  of  the  value  and 
denomination  of  five  dollars ;  one  thousand  bills  commonlv  called  bank  bills, 
issued  by  said  bank,  and  the  property  of  said  bank,  and  of  the  value  and 
denomination  of  one  dollar  each ;  one  thousand  bills  commonly  called  bank 
bills,  issued  by  the  St.  Albans  Bank,  said  bank  being  an  incorporated  bank  in 
said  State  of  Vermont,  and  the  property  of  Franklin  County  Bank,  and  of  the 
value  and  denomination  of  two  dolhurs  each,  and  one  hundred  bills  or  promissory 
notes  commonly  called  treasury  notes  or  greenbacks,  issued  by  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  and  each  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars 
current  money  of  the  United  States  aforesaid;  from  the  person  and  possession, 
and  against  the  will  of  the  said  Marcus  Wells  Beardstey,  in  the  said  Franklin 
County  Bank,  as  such  cashier  as  aforesaid,  then  and  there  feloniously  and 
violently  did  rob,  take,  steal,  and  carry  away,  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  . 
the  State  of  Vermont,  and  contrary  to  the  form,  force,  and  effect  of  the  statute 
of  the  said  State  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

CHELLIS  F.  SAFFORD, 

Tbwn  Grand  Juror, 

Witness : 

W.  W.  Bbarbsley,  and  others. 
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State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  is  : 

St.  Albans,  this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. — ^The  above  complaint  exhibited  and  filed  in 
my  office. 

LEONARD  GILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 

State  of  Vermont, 

^  Franklin  Ckmnty,  as : 

To  any  sheriff"  or  constable  in  the  State,  greeting : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont  you  are  hereby  commanded  to 
apprehend  the  bodies  of  the  within  named  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas 
itonsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spun, 
Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  Greorge  Scott,  Wiliam  H.  Hutchin- 
son, Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty, 
Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  if  to  be  found  within  your  precinct, 
or  either  of  them,  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  known  or  called,  and  them 
have  forthwith  before  me  at  the  office  of  the  sheriff  in  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  to 
make  answer  to  the  foregoing  complaint,  and  be  further  dealt  with  according  to 
law.    Fail  not,  but  due  return  make. 

Dated  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  this  nineteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -four. 

LEONARD  GILMAN. 

Justice  of  the  Peojct, 

t 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss  : 
St.  Albans,  this  twentieth  dav  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. — I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  complaint 
and  warrant  are  true  copies  of  the  complaint  exhibited  to  me  and  my  warrant 
issued  thereon. 

LEONARD  GILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss  : 
I,  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Pranklia 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  which  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record,  do 
hereby  certify,  that  Leonard  Gilman,  esquire,  was,  on  the  twentieth  day  ot 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-fouf: 
and  still  is,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Franklin,  duly 
elected  and  qualified  to  act  as  such  magistrate ;  that  the  signature  to  the  above 
certificate  purporting  tp  be  the  signature  of  said  Gilman  is  the  genuine  signa- 
ture of  said  Gilman,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
official  acts  of  said  Gilman. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  county  court 

of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  and  subscribed  my  name  officially 

[l.  s.]  at  St.  Albans,  in  said  county  of  Franklin,  this  twenty-first  day  of  Octo- 

^  her,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

JOSEPH  H.  BRAINERD,  CUrL 
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State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  98 : 

I,  Asa  Owen  Aldis,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
and  chief  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State 
of  Vermont,  hereby  certify  that  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  whose  signature  is  ap- 
pended to  the  above  certificate,  is  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and 
know  the  signature  of  the  said  Brainerd  and  the  seal  of  the  said  court ;  that 
the  signature  subscribed  to  the  above  certificate  is  the  genuine  signature  of  the 
said  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  affixed  to  the  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of  the  said 
county  court;  that  the  said  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record;  that  the 
said  Brainerd,  as  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  has  the  custody  of  the  record  of 
all  commissions  issued  to  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  tor  the  county  of 
Franklin,  and  is  the  proper  officer  by  law  to  certify  as  to  the  election,  qualifica- 
tion, and  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  acting  withm  and  for  the  said  county 
of  Franklin. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  county 
of  Franklin  aforesaid,  this  twenty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS, 
Judge  of  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  Chief  Judge 
of  County  Court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont, 

UNITED  states  OF  AMERICA. 

State  of  Vermont,  Executive  Department : 

I,  John  Gregory  Smith,  governor  of  the  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  document  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  said  State  and  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  signatures  of  the  respective 
officers  attached  to  said  certificate  of  authentication  are  genuine,  and  that  said 
officers  respectively  hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they  in  and  by  said  cer- 
tificates purport  to  hold  and  exercise,  and  that  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of 
the  aforesaid  county  of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  fiuth  and 
credit  ought  to  be  given  to  said  document  and  certificates. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caus^  the  seal  of  said  State  to  be  hereto  at- 
tached, and  have  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpelier,  this  thirty- 
[li,  s.]  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four. 

J.  GREGORY  SMITH. 
By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Attest :  G.  W.  BAILEY, 

Secretary  of  State. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  si: 
To  Leonard  Oilman,  esq ,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Franklin,  comes  Chellis  F.  Saffbrd,  grand  juror  of  the  town  of  St 
Albans,  in  said  Franklm  county,  in  his  propeY  person,  and  on  his  oath  of  office 
complaint  makes,  that  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins, 
Squier  Turner  Travis,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus 
Spurr,  Charles  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall 
Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg, 
and  Dudley  Moore,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of  Ver- 
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mont,  not  having  the  fear  of  Ood  Y)efore  their  eyes,  bnt  being  moved  and  Be« 
duced  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil,  with  force  and  arms,  felonionsly,  wilfully, 
and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  with  large  pistols,  each  of  the  value  of  $20, 
then  and  there  loaded  and  charged  with  gunpowder  and  leaden  bullets,  which 
said  pistols  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Ijackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Sqoia 
Turner  Travis,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr, 
Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall 
Wallace,  James  Alexander  Dotv,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg, 
and  Dudlev  Moore,  in  their  right  hands  then  and  there  had  and  held,  in  and 
upon  one  Collins  H.  Huntiugton,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  in 
the  peace  of  God  and  of  the  State  of  Vermont  then  and  there  being,  did  make 
an  assault  with  intent  him  the  said  ^Collins  H.  Huntington  then  and  there 
feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought  to  kill  and  murder,  and 
other  wrongs  to  the  said  Collins  H.  Huntington  then  and  there  did,  against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  contrary  to  the  form*  force,  and 
effect  of  the  statute  of  said  State  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  And  the 
grand  juror  aforesaid,  on  his  oath  aforesaid,  further  complaint  makes,  that  the 
said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  ^^quier  Turner  Travis, 
William  H.  Hutchinson,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore 
Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James 
Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  and  Dudley 
Moore,  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  aforesaid,  not  having  the  fear 
of  God  before  their  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the 
devil,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Ix)rd  1 864,  with  force 
and  arms,  at  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  did  make  an  assault  on  and  upon  Collins  H. 
Huntington,  of  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  then  and  there  being  in  the  peace  of  God  and 
the  State  of  Vermont  aforesaid,  with  intent  him,  the  said  Collins  H.  HontingtoD, 
then  and  there  to  kill  and  murder,  and  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young  a  certain 
pistol  of  the  value  of  (20,  then  and  there  charged  with  gunpowder  and  one 
leaden  bullet,  which  said  pistol  he,  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  then  and  there 
in  his  right  hand  had  ana  held,  then  and  there  feloniously,  volfully*  and  of  his 
malice  aforethought,  did  discharge  and  shoot  off,  to,  against,  and  upon  the  said 
Collins  H.  Huntington,  and  that  the  said  Bennett  H.  Young,  with  the  leaden 
bullet  aforesaid,  then  and  there  by  the  force  of  the  gunpowder  aforesaid,  bj 
the  said  Bennett  H.  Young  discharged  and  shot  off  as  aforesaid,  then  and  thefS 
feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  strike,  penetrate,  and 
wound  him,  the  said  Collins  H.  Huntingdon,  in  and  upon  the  left  Bi4e  of  him 
the  said  Collins  H.  Huntington,  so  that  his  life  was  then  and  there  greatly 
despaired  of,  with  intent  him  the  said  Collins  H,  Huntington,  then  and  there 
being  in  the  peace  of  God  and  of  the  State  of  Vermont  aforesaid,  then  and 
there  to  kill  and  murder,  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  said  State  of  Ve^ 
mont,  and  contrary  to  the  form,  force,  and  effect  of  the  statute  of  sold  State  in 
such  case  made  and  provided. 

CHELLIS  F.  8AFF0RD, 

Grand  Juror. 

The  foregoing  complaint  exhibited  to  me  this  20th  day  of  October,  in  the 
ypar  of  our  Lord  1864. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 
•  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County  f  m: 

To  any  theriff  or  constable  in  the  ^(Ue,  greeting  : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to 
arrest  tne  above-named  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collim, 
Squier  Tanner  Travis,  Marcus  Spnrr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Yoao^ 
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Gteorge  Scott,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  Mc- 
Grorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  of  St.  Albans,  in  said 
Franklin  county,  and  them  have  forthwith  before  me  at  the  sheriff's  office,  la 
said  Si.  Albans,  in  said  Franklin  county,  then  and  there  to  answer  to  the  fore- 
going complaint,  and  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  law.  Pereof  fail  not, 
but  due  service  and  return  make  according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  St.  Albans,  in  said  Franklin  county,  this  20th  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

LEONARD  OILMAN. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  Cauntj/,ss: 
St.  Albans,  October  20,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. — I  hereby  certify 
th*e  above  to  be  true  copies  of  the  complaint  made  to  n^,  and  my  warrant  issued 
thereon. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peac4. 
State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss  : 

I,  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin, in  the  State  of  Vermont,  which  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record,  do 
hereby  certify  that  Leonard  Oilman,  esq.,  was,  on  the  20th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  and  still  is,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  th6 
county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  duly  elected  and  qualified  to  act  as  such  magis- 
trate ;  that  the  signature  to  the  foregoing  certificate,  purporting  to  be  the  signa- 
ture of  said  Oilman,  is  the  genuino  signature  of  said  Oilman,  and  that  full  faith 
and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  omclal  acts  of  said  Oilman. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  county  court 
of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  and  subscribed  my  name  officially,  at  St 
Albans,  in  said  county  of  Franklin,  this  21st  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1864. 

JOSEPH  H.  BRAINERD,  Clerk. 
State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss : 

I,  Asa  Owen  Aldis,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  countr  of  Franklin,  and  State  of 
Vermont,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
chief  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, hereby  certify  that  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  whose  signature  is  appended  to 
the  above  certificate,  is  the  clerk  of  the  said  county  court,  of  the^  county  of 
Franklin  aforesaid ;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and  know  the  signature  of 
the  said  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court ;  that  the  signature  attached 
^o  the  above  certificate  and  thereto  subscribed  is  the  genuine  signature  of  the 
said  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  affixed  to  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of 
the  said  county  court,  of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid ;  that  the  said  court 
is  a  common  law  court  of  record ;  that  the  said  Brainerd,  as  clerk  of  the  said 
county  court,  has  the  custody  of  the  record  of  all  commissions  issued  to  justices 
of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county  of  Franklin,  and  is  the  proper  officer, 
by  law,  to  certify  as  to  the  election,  qualification,  and  authority  of  justices  of 
the  peace  acting  within  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  St.  Albans,  in  the 
county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1864. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS, 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Vermont^  and  Chief  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  Franklin^  *»  the  State  of  Vermont, 
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UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

State  of  Vermont,  Executive  Department: 

I,  John  Gregory  Smith,  governor  of  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that  the  foregoing  document  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said 
State  and  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  signatures  of  the  respective  officers 
attached  to  said  certificates  of  authentication  are  genuine,  and  that  said  officers 
respectively  hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they  in  and  by  said  certificate 
purport  to  hold  and  exercise,  and  that  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of  the  afore- 
Baid  county  of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  ought 
to  be  given  to  said  document  and  certificate. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  State  to  be 
[seal.]     hereto  attached,  and  have  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpeli^, 
this  3l8t  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four. 

J.  GREGORY  SMITH. 
By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Attest:  G.  W.  BAILEY, 

Secretary  of  State, 

To  Leonard  Oilman,  esq.,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  came  Chellis  F.  Safford,  grand 
juror  within  and  for  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont,  and  gives  said  justice  to  understand  and  upon  his  oath  nf 
office  complaint  makes  that  Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Brace, 
Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  II.  Young.  George  Scott,  Caleb 
McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson 
Gregg,  Dudley  Moore,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  and 
Thomas  Bronsdou  Collins,  of  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms,  at 
St.  Albaus  aforesaid,  to  wit,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  1864,  in  a  bank  building  then  and  there  situate,  and  being  and  knovn 
and  called  by  the  name  of  the  St.  Albans  Bank,  in  and  upon  one  Cyrus  New- 
ton Bishop,  he,  the  said  Bishop,  being  there  andlhen  the  teller  of  said  bank — then 
and  there  being  in  the  peace  of  God  and  the  State  of  Vermont  aforesaid — ^felo- 
niotisly  did  make  and  assault,  and  him,  the  said  Gyrus  Newton  Bishop,  in  bodilj 
fear  and  danger  of  his  life,  in  the  bank  building  aforesaid,  there  and  then  felo- 
niously did  put,  and  one  thousand  bills,  commonly  called  bank  bills,  issued  by  the 
St.  Albans  Bank;  said  bank  being  an  incorporated  bank  in  the  State  of  Ve^ 
mont,  and  the  properties  of  said  bank,  and  of  the  denomination  and  value  of 
ten  dollars  each;  one  thousand  bills,  coihmonly  called  bank  bills,  issued  by  said 
bank,  and  of  the  property  of  said  bank,  and  each  of  the  denomination  and 
value  of  twenty  dollars  ;  two  thousand  bills,  commonly  called  bank  bills,  issued 
by  said  bank,  and  property  of  said  bank,  and  of  the  denomination  and  valve 
of  five  dollars  each ;  two  thousand  bills,  commonly  called  bank  bills,  issued  bj 
the  said  bank,  and  property  of  said  bank,  and  of  the  denomination  and  value 
of  one  dollar  each ;  two  thousand  bills,  commonly  called  bank  bills,  issued  bj 
said  bank,  and  the  property  of  the  said  bank,  and  of  the  value  and  denomina* 
tion  of  two  dollars  each  ;  four  hundred  bills,  commonly  called  bank  bills,  issued 
by  and  the  property  of  said  bank,  of  the  denomination  and  value  of  fifty  dol- 
lars each ;  and  five  hundred  pieces  of  silver  money,  commonly  called  half-dollars, 
and  of  the  denomination  and  value  of  fifty  cents  each,  current  money  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  property  of  said  bank,  from  the  person  and  posse;*£ion 
and  against  the  will  of  tne  said  Cyrus  Newton  Bishop,  in  said  bank  building, 
00  such  teller  as  aforesaid,  theu  and  there  feloniously  and  violently  did  rob, 
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Btealy  take,  and  carry  away,  contrary  to  form,  force,  and  effect  of  statate  of 
aaid  State  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  said  State. 

OHELLIS  P.  SAFFORD, 
Grand  Juror. 
Witness : 

Gyrus  N.  Bishop,  and  others. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ta  : 
St.  Albans,  October  the  20th,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. — ^The  above  com- 
plaint exhibited  to  me. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 
^  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  $s  : 
•  To  any  sheriff  or  constable  in  Che  State,  greeting  : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  ap- 

f>rehend  the  bodies  of  the  said  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Col- 
ins,  Squire  Turner  Travis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  William  H. 
Hutchinson,  Charles  Moore  S wager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb 
McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McOrorty,  Samuel  Simp- 
son Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  or  either  of  them,  and  by  whatever  name  they, 
or  cither  of  them,  may  be  called  or  known,  and  them  have  before  mo,  at  the 
office  of  the  sheriff  in  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  there  and  then  to  answer  unto  the 
foregoing  complaint,  and  to  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  law.  Fail  not, 
but  due  service  and  return  make. 

Dated  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  this  19th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace* 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss  : 
St.  Albans,  October  20,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. — I  hereby  certify 
the  above  to  be  true  copies  of  the  complaint  made  to  me,  and  my  warrant  is- 
sued thereon. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  sss 
I,  Joseph  II.  Brainer^  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  ihe  county  of  Franklin, 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  which  court  is  a  common  law  .court  of  record, 
do  hereby  certify  that  Leonard  Oilman,  esquire,  was,  on  the  20th  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  and  still  is,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  said  county  of  Franklin,  duly  elected  and  qualified  to  act  as  such  ma- 
gistrate; that  the  signature  to  the  foregoing  certificate,  purporting  to  be  the  sig- 
nature of  the  said  Oilman,  is  the  genuine  signature  of  said  Oilman,  and  that  full 
faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  official  acts  of  said  Oilman.  ' 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  countjr  court  of 
1  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  and'  subscribed  my  name  officially,  at 
\L.  S.J  gj.  Albans,  in  said  county  of  Franklin,  this  21st  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1864. 
^  JOSEPH  H.  BRAINERD,  CUrk. 
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Statb  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  a  : 

1,  Asa  Owen  Aldis,  of  Bt.  Albans,  in  the  coimtj  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
chief  judge  of  the  coxmty  coi^t  of  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of  Vermont, 
hereby  certify  that  Joseph  H:  Brainerd,  whose  signature  is  appended  and  sob- 
scribed  to  the  above  certificate,  is  the  clerk  of  the  said  county  court  of  the 
county  of  Franklin  aforesaid;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and  know  tbe 
signature  of  the  said  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court;  that  tbe 
signature  subscribed  to  the  above  certificate  is  the  genuine  signature  of  the  said 
Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  affixed  to  the  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of  tbe 
said  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid ;  that  the  said  court  is  t 
common  law  court  of  record ;  that  the  said  Brainerd,  as  clerk  of  the  said  county 
court,  has  tbe  custody^f  the  record  of  all  commissions  issued  to  justices  of  tbe 
peace  within  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin,  and  is  the  proper  officer  by  law  to 
certify  as  to  the  election,  qualification,  and  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  act- 
ins  within  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  at  St  Albans,  in  the  coontj 
of  Franklin  a«)resaid«  this  21st  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Loid  1864. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS. 

Jdidge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tke  State  of  Vermont,  and  Chief  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  €f  Vermont, 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

State  of  Vbrmowt,  Executive  Department : 

I,  John  Gregory  Smith,  governor  of  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  document  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said  State 
and  0^  the  United  States ;  that  the  signatures  of  the  respective  ofiicers  attached 
to  said  certificates  of  authentication  are  genuine ;  and  that  said  officers  re^peet* 
ively  hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they,  in  and  by  said  certificates,  plI^ 
port  to  hold  and  exercise ;  and  that  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of  the  sJbn- 
said  county  of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  cogbt 
to  be  given  to  said  document  and  certificates. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said  State  to  be  hereto  attachedi 
r  I  and  have  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpelier,  this  Slst  dayrf 
[L.  8.J   Q^f^Vp-  in  fije  -e««  of  our  Lord  1864. 


October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 


J.  GREGORY  SMITB. 


By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Attest:  G.  W.  BAILEY, 

Secretary  of  State, 

To  Leonard  Gilman,  esquire,  one  of  the  justices  o^  the  peace  within  and  bt 
the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  comes  Chellis  F.  Safford,  gnai 
juror  for  and  in  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  on  his  oiA 
of  office  complaint  makes  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  0^ 
tober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  in  St 
Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  Samuel  Eugene  Lackeyt  Thomii 
Bronsdon  Collins,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander 
Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Youuix,  George 
Scott,  Caleb  McDowell  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty, 
Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  all  of  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  witb 
force  and  arms,  in  a  bam  then  and  Uiere  owned  and  occupied  by  William  FbI- 
ler  and  Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller,  both  of  St.  Albans,  aforesaid^  copartners  under 
the  name  and  firm  of  William  &  £•  D.  Fuller,  the  said  bam  being  then  and 
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• 
there,  at  St  Albans  afbreaaid,  used  and  occapied  by  the  said  fbtn  as  and  for  a 
livetj  stable^  in  and  npon  the  said  Erasmus  iWwin  Fuller,  then  and  there  be- 
ing in  the  peace  of  God  and  State  of  Vermont,  feloniously  did  make  an  assault, 
and  him,  the  said  Erasnras  Darwin  Fuller,  in  great  bodily  fear  and  danger  of 
his  life,  in  the  bam  aforesaid,  then  and  the  refelonioasly  did  put ;  and  five  mares 
and  two  geldings,  of  the  ralue  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  two  saddles,  three 
bridles,  five  halters,  one  pair  of  martingales,  one  pair  of  hand  reins,  and  one 
blanket,  of  the  value  of  finy  dollars,  and  all  of  the  proper  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  said  firm,  firom  the  possession  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  Erasmus  Dar- 
win Fuller,  then  and  there  in  the  bam  and  livery  stable  aforesaid  being,  then 
and  there  feloniously  and  violently  did  steal,  take,  and  carry  away,  contrary 
to  the  form,  force,  and  effect  of  the  statute  of  the  State  of  Vermont  in  such  case 
made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  said  State. 

CHELUS  F.  SAFFORD, 

Totvn  Grand  Juror. 
Witness : 

Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller, 
Jacob  Gonklin,  and  others. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin^  Cottnttf,  »s: 
St.  Albans,  October  the  twentieth,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousan4 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four.— The  above  complaint  exhibited  and  filed  in  my 
office. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County 9  « •* 
To  any  sheriff  or  constable  in  the  State,  greeting  : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  ap- 
prehend the  bodies  of  the  within  named  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Samuel  Eugene 
lickey,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce, 
Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb 
McDonald  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simp- 
son Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  or  either  of  them,  by  whatever  name  they  or 
either  of  them  may  be  called,  if  to  be  found  within  your  precinct,  and  them  have 
forthwith  before  me  at  the  sherifiTs  office,  in  St.  Albans,  in  the  said  county,  to 
xnake  answer  unto  the  foregoing  complaint,  and  be  further  dealt  with  according 
to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  St.  Albans  this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Feace. 
State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County  f  ss  : 
St.  Albans,  October  the  twentieth  day,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. — I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  complaint  and 
warrant  are  true  copies  of  the  eompktnt  exhibited  to  me,  and  my  warrant  is- 
sued thereon. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  tfthe  Peace. 
State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss : 
I,  Joseph  H.  Brainard,  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin>  in  the 
State  of  Vermont^  wl^ch  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record,  do  hereby  cer- 
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State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County ,  a  : 

I,  Aea  Owen  Aldis,  of  Bt  Albans,  in  the  comity  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont,  one  of  the  jaclges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
chief  judge  of  the  county  coi^t  of  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of  Vermont, 
hereby  certify  that  Joseph  H:  Brainerd,  whose  signature  is  appended  and  sab- 
scribed  to  the  above  certificate,  is  the  clerk  of  the  said  county  court  of  tiie 
county  of  Franklin  aforesaid;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and  know  tbe 
signature  of  the  said  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court ;  that  tlie 
signature  subscribed  to  the  above  certificate  is  the  ^enaine  signature  of  the  said 
Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  affixed  to  the  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of  the 
said  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid ;  that  the  said  court  is  a 
common  law  court  of  record ;  that  the  said  Brainerd,  as  clerk  of  the  said  conntj 
court,  has  the  custody^f  the  record  of  all  commissions  issued  to  justices  of  the 
peace  within  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin,  and  is  the  proper  officer  by  law  to 
certify  as  to  the  election,  qualification,  and  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  act- 
ins  within  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid. 

In  testimonv  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  at  St  Albans,  in  the'eoimtj 
of  Franklin  an)resaid«  this  21st  day  of  October*  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS. 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  Chief  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  <^  Vermont, 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMEEICA. 

State  of  Vbrmowt,  Executive  Department : 

I,  John  Gregory  Smith,  governor  of  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  document  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said  State 
and  0^  the  United  States ;  that  the  signatures  of  the  respective  officers  attached 
to  said  certificates  of  authentication  are  genuine ;  and  tnat  said  officers  respect- 
ively hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they,  in  and  by  said  certificates,  p1l^ 
port  to  hold  and  exercise ;  and  that  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of  the  afore- 
said county  of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  co^ 
to  be  given  to  said  document  and  certificates. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said  State  to  be  hereto  attached, 
r  I  and  have  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpelier,  this  31st  daj  of 
l^*  ®*J  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864. 

J.  GREGORY  SMITE 

By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Attest:  G.  W.  BAILEY, 

Secretary  of  State, 

To  Leonard  Gilman,  esquire,  one  of  the  justices  o^  the  peace  within  and  fo 
the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  comes  Chellis  F.  Safford,  graod 
juror  for  and  in  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  on  bis  oith 
of  office  complaint  makes  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  in  St 
Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  Samuel  Eugene  Lackeyt  Thomafl 
Bronsdon  Collins,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander 
Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Youui;,  George 
Scott,  Caleb  McDowell  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrortj, 
Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  all  of  St  Albans  aforesaid,  with 
force  and  arms,  in  a  bam  then  and  Uiere  owned  and  occupied  by  William  Fal- 
ler  and  Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller,  both  of  St.  Albans,  aforesaid;  copartners  under 
the  name  and  firm  of  William  &;  £•  D.  Fuller,  the  said  bam  being  then  and 
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thefe,  at  St  Albans  i^reeaid,  used  and  occupied  hy  the  said  firm  as  and  for  a 
livefy  stable,  m  and  npon  the  said  Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller,  then  and  there  be- 
ing in  the  peace  of  Qod  and  State  of  Vermont,  felonionslj  did  make  an  assault, 
and  hira,  the  said  Erasnras  Darwin  Fnller,  in  great  bodily  fear  and  danger  of 
his  life,  in  the  bam  aforesaid,  then  and  the  refelomoosly  did  put ;  and  five  mares 
and  two  geldings,  of  the  yalae  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  two  saddles,  three 
bridles,  five  halters,  one  pair  of  martingales,  one  pair  of  hand  reins,  and  one 
blanket,  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars,  and  all  of  the  proper  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  said  firm,  from  the  possession  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  Erasmus  Dar- 
win Fuller,  then  and  there  in  the  bam  and  livery  i^itable  aforesaid  being,  then 
and  there  feloniously  and  violently  did  steal,  take,  and  carry  away,  contrary 
to  the  form,  force,  and  effect  of  the  statute  of  the  State  of  Vermont  in  such  case 
made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  said  State. 

CHELLIS  F.  SAFFORD, 

Town  Chrand  Juror. 
Witness : 

Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller, 
Jacob  Gonklin,  and  others. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  Chtmty,  a: 
St.  Albans.  October  the  twentieth,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou8an4 
eight  hundred  and  Bixty-fi>ur.— The  above  complaint  exhibited  and  filed  in  my 
office. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County t  9S : 

To  any  sheriff  or  corutahle  in  the  State,  greeting : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  ap- 

C^end  the  bodies  of  the  within  named  William  H.  Hutchinson,  Samuel  Eugene 
key,  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce, 
Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb 
McDonald  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McOrorty,  Samuel  Simp- 
son Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  or  dther  of  them,  by  whatever  name  they  or 
either  of  them  may  be  called,  if  to  be  found  within  your  precinct,  and  them  have 
forthwith  before  me  at  the  sherifiTs  office,  in  St.  Albans,  in  the  said  county,  to 
make  answer  unto  the  foregoing  complaint,  and  be  further  dealt  with  according 
to  law. 

Given  xmder  my  hand  at  St.  Albans  this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss  : 
8t.  Albans,  October  the  twentieth  day,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eixty-four.— I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  complaint  and 
warrant  are  true  copies  of  the  complaint  exhibited  to  me,  and  my  warrant  is- 
sued thereon. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  ^ihe  Peace. 
State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss : 

I,  Joseph  H.  Brainard,  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the 
State  of  Vermontr  w^ch  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record,  do  hereby  cer- 
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tify  that  Leonard  Oilman,  esqnire,  was,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  oar  Lord  jone  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  still  is,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  m  and  for  said  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  duly  elected  and 
qualified  to  act  as  such  magistrate;  that  the  signature  to  the  foregoing  certifi- 
cate, purporting  to  be  the  signature  of  said  Oilman,  is  the  genuine  signature  of 
said  Oilman,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  official  acts 
of  said  Oilman. 

In  testunony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  county  court 

of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  and  subscribed  my  name  officially  at 
[l.  s.]  St.  Albans,  in  said  county  of  Franklin,  this  twenty-first  day  of  October, 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

JOSEPH  H.  BBAINARD,  Gerk. 

State  op  Vrrmont, 

Frdnklin  County ,  m: 

I,  Asa  Owen  Aldis,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont,  and  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
and  chief  judgfi  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  hereby  certify  that  Joseph  11.  Brainard,  whose  signature  is  appended 
to  the  above  certificate,  is  th&  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin aforesaid ;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and  know  the  signature  of  said 
Brainard,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court;  that  the  signature  subscribed 
to  the  above  certificate  is  the  genuine  signature  of  the  said  Joseph  H.  Brainard, 
and  the  seal  affixed  to  the  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court  of 
the  county  of  Franklin;  that  the  said  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record; 
that  the  said  Brainard,  as  the  clerk  of  the  said  county  court,  has  the  custody  of 
the  record  of  all  commissions  issued  to  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
countv  of  Franklin,  and  is  the  proper  officer  by  law  to  certify  as  to  the  election, 
qualification,  and  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  acting  within  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Franklin. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of 
Franklin  aforesaid,  this  twenty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoasand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS, 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Vermont f  and  Chief  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  the  county  ofFranklint  in  the  State  of  Vermont 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

State  op  Vermont,  Executive  Department : 

I,  John  Gregory  Smith,  governor  of  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby  certify 

that  the  foregoing  document  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said  Stitt 

and  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  signatures  of  the  respective  officers  attached 

to  said  certificate  of  authentication  are  genuine;  and  that  said  officers  respectivdr 

hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they,  in  and  by  said  certificates,  purport  t» 

hold  and  exercise;  and  that  the  seal  of  the  countv  court  of  the  aforesaid  countj 

of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given 

to  said  document  and  certificates. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said  State  to  be  hereto  attached, 

and  have  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpelier,  this  thirty-first  daj 

[l.  s.]  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

sixty-four. 

J.  GREGORY  SMITH. 

By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Attest:  G.  W.  BAILEY, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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To  Leonard  Oilman,  esq.,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  comes  ChelliaF.  Safford,  grand 
juror  for  and  in  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  on  his  oath 
of  office  complaint  makes  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  at  said 
St.  Albans,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Bronsdon 
Collins,  William  11.  Hutchinson,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce, 
Marcus  Spurr,  Charles  iloore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb 
McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson 
Gregg,  and  Dudley  Moore,  of  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms,  in  a  bam 
then  and  there  owned  and  occupied  by  Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller,  of  said  St.  Al- 
bans, ^nd  used  by  him,  the  said  Erasmus  Darwin*  Fuller,  as  and  for  a  livery 
stable,  in  and  upon  the  said  Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller,  then  and  there  being  in 
the  said  bam  and  livery  stable,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
feloniously  did  make  an  assault,  and  him,  the  said  Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller,  then 
and  there  in  the  bam  and  livery  stable  aforesaid  in  great  bodily  fear  and  danger 
of  his  life  feloniously  did  put,  and  five  mares  and  two  geldings  of  the  value  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  two  saddles,  three  bridles,  five  halters,  one  pair  mar- 
tingales, one  pair  hand  reins,  and  one  blanket,  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars,  and 
all  of  the  proper  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Erasmus  Darwin  Fulier,  and  in 
the  said  bam  and  livery  stable  then  and  there  being,  from  the  possession  and 
against  the  will  of  him,  the  said  Erasmus  Darwin  Fuller,  then  and  there  in  the 
said  bam  and  livery  stable  being,  then  and  there  feloniously  and  violently  did 
steal,  take,  and  carry  away,  contrary  to  form,  force,  and  eflPect  of  the  statute  of 
the  State  of  Vermont  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace 
and  dignity  of  the  State. 

CHELLIS  F.  SAFFORD, 

Witness :  Totcn  Grand  Juror, 

Erasmus  D.  Fuller, 
Jacob  Conklln. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County^  ss : 
St.  Albans,  this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. — The  above  complaint  exhibiied  to  me,  and 
filed  in  my  office. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin.  County ^  w  .• 
To  any  sheriff  or  constable  in  the  State,  greeting : 

By  the  authority  of  the  Stite  of  Vermont  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  ap- 

Srehend  the  bodies  of  the  within  named  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  Thomas  Brons- 
on  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Teavis,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Marcus  Spun, 
Charles  Moore  Swager,  Bennett  H.  Young,  George  Scott,  Caleb  McDowell 
Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGrorty,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg, 
and  Dudley  Moore,  or  either  of  them,  by'  whatsoever  name  they  or  either  of 
them  may  be  called,  and  them  have  forthwith  before  me  at  the  sheriflPs  office  in 
St.  Albans,  in  the  said  county,  to  make  answer  unto  the  foregoing  complaint, 
and  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  law.  Fail  not,  but  due  service  and  return 
make. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  St  Albans,  this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

LEONAKD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Statb  op  Vbbmont, 

Franklin  County,  w  .• 

St.  Albans,  this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoa- 
Bsnd  eight  hnndred  and  sixty-four. — I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  trae  copies 
of  the  complaint  made  to  me,  and  my  warrant  issued  thereon. 

LEONABD  OILMAN. 

.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Statb  of  Vbbmont, 

Franklin  County  t  ms: 

I,  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Fr^nklm* 

in  the  State  of  Vermont,  which  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record,  do  hereby 

certify  that  Leonard  Oilman,  esq.,  was,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  sixty-four,  and  still  is,  a  jos- 

tiee  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Franklin,  duly  dectetd  and  qualified 

to  act  as  such  magistrate ;  that  the  sigputtare  to  the  above  certificate,  purportine 

to  be  the  signature  of  said  Oilman,  is  the  genuine  signature  of  said  Oilman,  md 

that  full  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  official  acts  of  said  Oilman. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of  the 

county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  and  subscribed  my  name  officially  at  St, 

[l,  s.]      Albans,  in  the  said  county  of  Franklin,  this  twenty-first  day  of  October. 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

JOSEPH  H.  BRAINEED,  Clerk 

State  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss  : 

I,  Asa  Owen  Aldis,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  and  State  of 
Vermont,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
chief  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, hereby  certify  that  Joseph  Brainerd,  whose  signature  is  appended  to  the 
above  certificate,  is  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin 
aforesaid ;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and  know  the  signature  of  the  said 
Brainerd,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court;  that  the  signature  subscribed 
to  the  above  certificate  is  the  genuine  signature  of  the  said  Joseph  H.  Brainerd, 
and  the  seal  affixed  to  the  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court  of 
the  county  of  Franklin;  that  the  said  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record; 
that  the  said  Brainerd,  as  clerk  of  the  said  county  court,  has  the  custody  of  the 
record  of  all  commissions  issued  to  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Franklin,  and  the  proper  officer  by  law  to  certify  as  to  the  election, 
qualincation,  and  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  acting  within  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Franklin. 

In  testimony  whereof  t  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  St.  Albans,  in  the 
county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  this  twentv-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS, 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  Chief  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  VennonL 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
State  of  Vbbmont,  Executive  Department : 

I,  John  Gregory  Smith,  governor  of  the  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  document  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said 
State- of  Vermont  and  of  the  United  States;  that  the  signature  of  the  respective 
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officers  attached  to  said  certificates  of  aathentication  are  genuine^  and  that  said 
officers  respectively  hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they  in  and  by  said  cer- 
tificates purport  to  hold  and  exercise;  and  that  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of 
the  aforesaid  county  of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  faith  ought  to 
be  given  to  said  document  and  certificates. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  State  to  be  hereto  at 
tached,  and  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpelier,  this  thirty-first 
[l.  8.]    day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

J.  GBEGOBT  SMITH. 
By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Attest;  G.  W.  BAILEY,  Secretary  of  State. 

Statb  op  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss : 
To  Leonard  Giiman,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county 
of  Franklin,  comes  Ghellis  F.  Safibrd,  town  grand  juror  of  the  town  of  St.  Albans, 
in  his  proper  person,  and  on  his  oath  of  office  complaint  makes  that  Thomas 
Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Travis,  Marcus  Spurr,  Bennett  H.  Young, 
Dudley  Moore,  Samuel  Simpson  Gregg,  Joseph  McGrorty;  James  Alexander 
Doty,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  William  H.  Hutchinson,  George  Scott,  Charles 
Moore  Swager,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce,  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  of  St.  Albans, 
in  the  county  of  Franklin,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -four,  with  force  and  arms,  at  St 
Albans  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  in  the  St.  Albans  bank,  in  and  upon 
one  Samuel  Breck,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  the  State  of  Vermont  then  and 
there  bein^,  feloniously  did  make  an  assault  with  certain  pistols  of  the  value  of 
twenty  dollars  each,  which  they  there  and  then  had  and  held  in  their  right 
hands,  said  pistols  being  loaded  with  powder  and  leaden  balls,  and  him,  the 
said  Samuel  Breck,  in  bodilv  fear  and  oanger  of  his  life,  in  the  St.  Albans  bank 
aforesaid,  then  and  there  feloniously  did  put ;  and  one  United  States  interest- 
bearing  treasury  note  of  the  denomination  of  ten  dollars,  and  of  the  value  of  ten 
dollars  current  money  of  the  United  States,  and  one  United  States  interest- 
bearing  treasury  note  of  the  value  of  twenty  dollars  current  money  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  denomination  of  twenty  dollars,  and  twenty  bank  notes  of  the 
Franklin  County  Bank  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  such  bank  being 
an  incorporated  bank  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  of  the  denomination  of  one  dollar 
and  of  the  value  of  one  dollar  each,  and  twenty  bank  notes  of  the  aforesaid 
Franklin  County  Bank  of  the  denomination  of  two  dolliars  and  of  the  value  of 
two  dollars  each,  and  twentv  bank  notes  of  the  aforesaid  Franklin  County  Bank 
of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars  and  each  of  the  value  of  five  dollars,  and  twenty 
one-dollar  notes  issued  by  the  St.  Albans  Bank  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  such  bank  being  an  incorporated  bank  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  of  the 
denomination  of  one  doUi^  and  of  the  value  of  one  dollar  each,  and  nine  bank: 
notes  of  the  St.  Albans  Bank  aforesaid  of  the  value  of  ten  dollars  each  and  of 
the  denomination  of  ten  dollars,  and  eighteen  bank  notes  of  the  St.  Albans  Bank 
aforesaid  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars  and  of  the  value  of  five  dollars  each« 
and  one  bank  note  of  the  St.  Albans  Bank  aforesaid  of  the  value  of  three  dollars 
and  of  the  denomination  of  three  dollars,  of  the  eoods,  chattels,  and  moneys  of 
Samuel  Breck  and  Jonathan  Wetherbee,  junior,  men  and  now  a  mercantile  firm 
doing  business  under  the  name  of  and  style  of  Breck  &  Wetherbee,  from  the 
person  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  Smnuel  Breck,  in  the  St.  Albans  Bank 
aforesaid,  then  and  there  violently  and  feloniously  did  rob,  take,  steal,  and  canr 
•way,  contrary  to  the  form,  force>  and  efifect  of  the  statute  of  Vermont  in  sacn 

51  c  * 
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case  made  and  provided,  and  against  tbe  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State  of 
Vermont. 

CHELLIS  P.  SAPFORD,  Thum  Orand  Juror. 

The  witnesses  to  the  foregoing  complaint  are  Ojms  N.  Bishop,  Sanmd 
Breck,  and  others. 

CHELLIS  F.  SAPFORD, 

Taum  Crrand  Jwror, 

State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss : 
The  within  complaint  was  exhibited  to  me,  and  signed  hj  me  and  filed  bj 
me  in  my  office  this  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1864. 

LEONARD  GILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss: 

To  any  theriffor  constable  in  the  State,  greeting : 

By  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  yon  are  hereby  conunanded  to  ap- 
prehend the  bodies  of  the  said  Thomas  Bronsdon  Collins,  Squire  Turner  Teayis, 
Marcus  Spurr,  Bennett  A.  Young,  Dudley  Moore,  Samuel  Simpson  Oregg, 
Joseph  McGrorty,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Caleb  McDowell  Wallace,  William 
H.  Hutchinson,  G^eorge  Scott,  Charles  Moore  Swaser,  Alexander  Pope  Brace, 
Samuel  Eugene  Lackey,  and  them  forthwith  have  before  the  subscribing  authority 
at  the  office  of  Edson  and  Band  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  that  they  may  answer 
to  the  foregoing  complaint,  and  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  St.  Albans,  this  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1864. 

LEONARD  OILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss': 
St.  Albans»  this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. — ^The  above  complaint  exhibited  to  me,  and  I  here- 
by certify  that  the  above  are  true  copies  of  the  complaint  exhibited  to  me,  and 
my  warrant  issued  thereon. 

LEONARD  GILMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Franklin  County,  ss: 

I,  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  FranUfn, 
in  tbe  State  of  Vermont,  which  court  is  a  common  law  court  of  record,  do  here- 
by certify  that  Leonard  Oilman,  esquire,  was,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  still  is, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  of  Franklin,  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied to  act  as  such  magistrate;  that  the  signature  to  the  above  certificate  pur- 
porting to  be  the  signature  of  said  Oilman  Ib  tbe  genuine  signature  of  said  Oilman, 
and  that  full  ^th  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  official  acts  of  said  Oilman. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  county  court  of 
the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid,  and  subscribed  my  name  officiidly  at  St.  AlbanSi 
in  said  county  of  Franklin,  this  twenty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

JOSEPH  H.  BBAINEED,  Clerk 
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Statb  op  Vermont, 

Franklm  CamUy,  ss : 

I,  Asa  Owen  Aldis,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Franklin  and  State  of 
Vermont,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  snpreme  court  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  cmd 
chief  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, hereby  certify  that  Joseph  H.  Brainerd,  whose  signature  is  appended  to 
the  above  certificate,  is  the  derk  of  the  said  county  court  of  the  county  of 
Franklin  aforesaid ;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  and  know  the  signature  of 
the  said  Brainerd,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  county  court ;  that  the  signature  sub- 
scribed to  the  above  certificate  is  the  ^nuine  signature  of  the  said  Joseph  H. 
Brainerd,  and  the  seal  affixed  to  the  said  certificate  is  the  seal  of  the  said  county 
court  of  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid;  that  the  said  court  is  a  common  law 
court  of  record ;  that  the  said  Brainerd,  as  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  has  the 
custody  of  the  record  of  all  conmiissions  issued  to  justices  of  the  peace  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Franklin,  and  is  the  proper  officer  by  law  to  certify  as  to 
the  election,  qualification,  and  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  acting  witmn  and 
for  the  county  of  Franklin  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of 
Franklin  aforesaid,  this  twenty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

ASA  OWEN  ALDIS, 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Vemumt,  and  Chief  Judge 
of  the  CoutUy  Court  of  the  county  ofFrankliMf  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

State  of  Vbbmont,  Executive  Department : 

I,  John  Ghregory  Smith,  governor  of  said  State  of  Vermont,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that  the  foregoing  document  is  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  said 
State  and  of  the  united  States;  that  the  signatures  of  the  respective  officers 
attached  to  jaid  certificates  of  authentication  are.genume,  and  that  said  officers 
respectively  hold  and  exercise  the  offices  which  they  in  and  by  said  certificates 
purport  to  hold  and  exercise,  and  that  the  seal  o^  the  county  court  of  the  afote- 
said  county  of  Franklin  thereon  is  genuine,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  ought 
to  be  given  to  said  document  and  certificates. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said  State  to  be  hereto 
r       n      attached,  and  have  affixed  my  signature  hereto,  at  Montpelier,  this 
*-      '-I      thirty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-four, 

J.  GREGORY  SMITH. 
By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Attest:  G.W.BAILEY, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seufard  to  Lord  Lyone. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statk, 

Washington,  November  22,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  &om  a  communication  of  the 
17th  instant,  addressed  to  the  department  by  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
Vermont,  relative  to  the  hostile  schemes  of  insurgent  agents  in  Canada  against 
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the  United  States.    I  mnst  request  your  lordship  to  ask  the  eaxneet  altentioD 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  to  the  sabject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my^lord,  jour  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  4^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Governor  Smith  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

Sir:  ••••••• 

Mr.  Edmunds  informs  me  that  Messrs.  Olay,  Saunders,  and  Westcott  (laj^ 
senator  from  Florida)  still  continue  to  threaten  retaliation,  and  openly  say  tiui 
they  are  organized,  both  in  Canada  East  and  West,  and  prepared  for  action. 
My  advices  from  perfectly  reliable  sources  are  that  in  their  secret  conclaves 
their  plans  are  bein^  discussed  and  perfected,  and  that«they  threaten  that^y 
will  destroy  the  towns  of  Burlington  and  St.  Albans  within  thirty  days.  They 
are  cognizant  of  our  movements  here  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  b^g  in- 
formed by  their  spies  how  many  muskets  have  been  distributed,  and  to  wbat 
towns.  There  is  no  movement  made  of  which  they  are  not  informed,  as  Aey 
have  spies  in  every  town.  The  action  of  our  legislature  is  reported  to  them, 
and  they  are  familiar  with  the  discussion  of  every  measure  which  may  aSnt 

them. 

•  -  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GREGORY  SMITH, 

Oovemor  qf  Vermont. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
Secret'ary  of  State, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  22, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  this  morning  to  receive  your  note  of  yesterday's  date 
enclosing  to  me  copies  of  fresh  warrants  and  other  papers  in  tiie  matter  of  die 
extradition  of  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others. 

I  have  this  day  forwarded  these  documents  to  his  excelleney  the  governor 
general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant. 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbv^abd,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  23, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  this  day,  to  receive  your  note  of  yest^day's  date,  en- 
closing to  me  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  communication  nom  the  governor  of 
Vermont,  relative  to  alleged  schemes  of  so-called  tonfedemle  agents,  in  Oaaada> 
against  the  United  States. 
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I  have  this  day  forwarded  copies  of  your  note  and  its  endoanre  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada,  and  I  will  lose  no  time  in  bringing  the 
same  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  flUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  d:c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  November  23,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
18th  instant,  calling  attention  to  an  error  occurring  in  the  report  of  Rear- Admiral 
Bell  relative  to  two  apprentices  alleged  to  have  been  shipped  on  board  th,e 
United  States  ship  St.  Mary's,  at  Valparaiso,  and  in  reply  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  dtcf  d:c.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setbard. 

Washington,  November  ^%,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  which  only  reached  me  on 
the  16th  instant,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Night  Hawk,  I  immediai^ely  com- 
municajted  a  copy  of  it  to  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  in  order  Uiat  the 
two  statements,  the  one  from  this  legation,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Archibald,  and 
your  counter-statement,  might  be  confronted,  the  better  to  arrive  at  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  whole  of  this  painful  transaction. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  23d  instant,  from 
Mr.  Archibald,  that  he  has  been  at  great  pains  to  sift  the  whole  affair  by  exam- 
ining Captain  Smiley  again,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether,  by  any 
chance,  there  was  any  exaggeration  in  the  first  report  submitted  to  you. 

I  regret  to  say  that  on  an  e^mination  of  the  papers  now  submitted  to  you, 
I  cannot  look  upon  your  reply  as  conveying,  by  any  means,  a  satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  occurrencest  and  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  must 
have  been  some  wilful  concealment  of  facts  on  the  part  of  the  boarding  officer, 
thus  obliging  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  oh  his  side,  to  take  an  erroneous  view 
oi  those  facts. 

Ensign  Seaman's  conduct  was,  as  Mr.  Burnley  had  the  honor  to  state  in  his 
note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  strongly  condemned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba;  but  of  this  no  notice  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  Department;  not  a  single  examination  of  the  ship's  papers 
was  made,  but  the  boarding  officer  immediately  set  fire  to  the  ship,  and  grossly 
.  ill  treated  the  engineer. 

As  to  whether  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  when  within  range  and  protection  of 
a  rebel  battery,  rendered  the  vessel  liable  to  destruction  and  the  men  to  be  held 
as  prisoners  of  war,  it  will  be  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  decide  when  the 


806  mPLOMATIO  COBBESPONDBNCB. 

case  is  laid  before  them ;  bat  until  that  dedsion  reaches  me,  it  is  my  datj  to 
resist  snch  an  assumption,  for  I  consider  that  the  actual  taeba  of  the  case  fundah 
no  foundation  for  it. 

The  vessel  was,  it  is  true,  within  range  of  the  enemy's  battery,  owing  to  the 
accident  of  the  grounding ;  but  there  was  no  concert  between  them,  no  seeking 
of  protection  from  the  fort,  no  expectation  of  it,  and,  in  fact,  but  for  the  extraor- 
dinary conduct  of  the  boarding  officer  in  firipg  the  ship,  the  fort  might  have 
known  nothing  at  all  about  the  prize.  When  she  was  discovered  and  fire  opened 
the  capture  of  the  vessel  had  been  completed ;  she  had  been  set  fire  to  and  aban- 
doned by  her  captors.  I  must,  therefore,  resist  the  pretension  that  a  neutral 
crew,  non-combatants  and  unresisting,  are  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Until,  therefore,  I  am  proved  to  be  wrong,  and  the  whole  narrative  of  facts 
proved  to  be  a  romance,  I  must  assume  that  the  wounding  of  the  men,  the  firing 
of  the  ship,  and  the  detention  of  the  crew,  are  unlawM  acts  committed  on  a 
British  ship  and  British  seamen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  ob^ 
dient,  humble  servant. 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Arekibald  to  Lord  Lyons. 

New  York,  November  23,  1864. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
despatch  of  the  17th  instant,  transmitting  to  me  a  copv  of  a  note  dated  the  1st 
of  November,  but  received  \ij  your  lordship  only  on  the  16th  instant,  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  cause  of  the  detention 
of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  Night  Hawk. 

This  note  contains  the  substance  of  an  explanation  in  regard  to  the  capture 
of  the  Night  Hawk  and  detention  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  furnished  by  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  is,  I  presume,  founded  on  a  report 
made  by  the  officer  who  was  in  charge  of  the  boarding  party  which  captured 
the  Night  Hawk.  The  statements  contained  in  it  are,  in  some  important  par- 
ticulars, so  much  at  variance  with  those  made  bv  the  master  of  the  Night 
Hawk,  and  communicated  by  me  to  your  lordship  m  my  despatch  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  that. I  deemed  it  right  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  which  the  great 
pressure  of  business  admitted  to  visit  and  examine  the  officers,  as  well  as  die 
master  of  the  ship,  in  reference  to  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  capture  of  the  vessel.  I  have  accordingly  embodied  their  statements 
of  facts  in  affidavits,  made  before  me  by  the  master,  chief  officer,  and  chiel 
engineer  of  the  Night  Hawk,  which  affidavits  I  transmit,  herewith  enclosed*  for 
your  lordship's  information.  From  these  depositions  it  appears  that  the  Night 
Hawk  ran  aground  before  the  commander  and  crew  were  aware  that  they  were  % 
bein^  chased,  the  first  intimation  of  their  being  pursued  being  the  discharge  of 
smaU-arms  from  the  Niphon's  boats ;  that  this  firing  was  entirely  unprovoked, 
no  resistance  being  offered,  nor  any  attempt  of  the  crew  being  made  to  escape 
until  after  the  first  volley  was  fired.  In  the  explanation  forwarded  by  the  Navy 
Department  it  is  stated  truly  that  Fort  Fisher  opened  fire  "shortly"  after  tht 
steamer  was  boarded,  but  it  is  left  to  be  inferred  that  the  boarding  party  were 
impeded  in  their  efforts  to  get  the  ship  off  by  reason  of  the  fire  from  the  fort. 
In  regard  to  this.  Captain  Smiley  and  his  officers  swear  positively  that  not  a 
'  shot  was  fired  from  the  shore  until  after  two  boats  had  left  the  steamer,  and 
were  well  on  their  way  to  the  Niphon.*   It  is  manifest,  from  the  fiicts  sworn  to. 
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that  it  was  owing  solely  to  the  setting  fire  to  the  steamer  that  she  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  fort,  and  that  from  this  circomstance  resulted  the  firing  itojjk 
tiie  shore. 

In  the  explanation  it  is  stated  that  the  boarding  party  abandoned  the  Nighl 
Hawk,  <' bringing  with  them  such  of  the  officers  and  crew  as  had  not  succeeded 
in  making  their  escape."  The  master  and  officers  swear  positively  to  the  fact 
of  fourteen  men,  including  three  who  were  wounded,  being  left  oh  the  deck  of 
the  steamer ;  of  the  master's  remonstrance  with  the  officer  for  his  iohumanity, 
and  of  the  report  of  the  officer  himself  to  his  commander  of  the  fact  of  .a  ''  lot 
of  others"  beine  left  on  board.  Thes^ fourteen  did  not  include  the  six  men 
who  had  escaped  from  the  steamer  after  the  firing  of  small-arms  from  the  boards 
ing  party. 

It  is  sworn  in  the  affidavits  that  the  engineer  accompanying  the  boarding 
officer  asked  permission  to  extinguish  the  fire  and  get  the  ship  off,  which  was  re* 
fiised.  The  master  assures  me  that  in  twenty  minutes'  time,  with  the  rising 
tide  and  the  action  of  the  engines,  the  ship  could  have  been  got  o£P.  It  is  now 
known  that  the  ship  did  eventually  float  ofiP,  and  that  the  fire,  after  burning  for 
nearly  a  day,  was  extinguished.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  but  for  the  erroneouB 
conduct  of  the  boatding  officer,  the  ship  would  have  been  got  off  and  become  a 
valuable  prize,  and  the  lives  of  the  men  left  on  board  would  not  have  been  so 
recklessly  perilled  as  they  were. 

The  question,  however,  now  for  consideration  is  the  legality  of  the  detention 
«f  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Night  Hawk,  seemingly  as  prisoners  of  wax» 
This  detention  is  attempted  to  be  justified  on  the  ground  that  a  part  of  her  cargo 
consisted  of  contrabana  of  war,  and  that  at  the  time  of  her  capture  and  destruc- 
tion she  was  within  the  range  and  protection  of  the  rebel  batteries. 

The  proposition  that  because  a  neutral  ship  carries  contraband  of  war,  even 
in  the  attempt  to  violate  a  blockade,  she  is  liable  to  destruction  without  adjudi- 
cation, ia  a  novel  om.  The  &ct  that  she  was  within  the  ranse  of  the  rebel 
batteries  until  these  batteries  actually  opened  fire,  did  not,  under  the  oircum- 
stances,  render  it  necessary,  and  did  not  justify  the  officer  in  destroying  tha 
ship. 

The  statement  that  the  ship  was  laden  at  Liverpool  by  Henry  La  Force  is 
erroneous.  The  ship  was  laden  at  Bermuda.  Mr.  La  Force  merely  acted  a9 
broker  at  Liverpool,  and  was  not  interested  as  owner  in  the  ship  or  cargo.  Tha 
statement  that  he  is  a  well-known  agent  of  the  insurgents  may  or  may  not  b» 
mere  assertion;  but  surely  this  statement,  and  other  circumstances,  (which  are 
not  stated,)  are  a  very  insufficient  foundation  for  the  declaration  that  ''  little 
room  for  doubt  is  left  that  both  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  were,  in  point  of  factt 
belligerent  and  not  neutral  property,  liable  to  capture,  or,  if  attempting  to 
escape,  thereby  showing  a  consciousness  of  guilt  to  such  destruction  as  might 
result  from  that  attempt."  That  a  neutral  vessel  violating  a  blockade  should 
attempt  to  escape  is  quite  natural ;  but  when  boarded  and  captured,  her  destma- 
tion  would  certainly  not  be  justified  by  any  such  nrevious  attempt  to  escape. 
'  That  men,  quiet  and  unresisting,  should,  when  a  volley  of  small-arms  was  fired 
at  them,  escape  for  their  lives,  is  not  less  natural ;  but  that,  from  this  obvious 
and  natural  proceeding,  such  a  consciousness  of  guilt  should  be  inferred  as  ren^ 
dered  the  ship  liable  to  destruction,  seems  a  strange  deduction. 

Had  the  Night  Hawk  been  got  off  and  brought  into  this  port  for  condenm»- 
tion,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  officers  and  crew,  being  neutrab,  would 
have  been  discharged,  as  usual  in  other  cases,  after  the  taking  of  the  testimony 
before  the  prize  commissioners.  If  through  the  proceedings  adopted  by  tltt 
boarding  omcer,  and  certainly  without  any  resistance  or  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  Night  Hawk,  that  vessel  has  not  become  the 
sabject  of  adjudication,  it  seems  peculiarly  hard  on  the  latter  that  they  should 
be  treated  as  belligerents  and  held  as  prisoners  of  war.    These  men,  twenty- 
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three  in  nnmber^  have  now  been  imprisoned  for  seven  weeks.    I  trust  that,  on  a 
reoonsideration  of  the  circamstances,  the  government  of  the  United  States  may 
be  disposed  to  discontinue  their  farther  detention. 
I  have,  &c., 

£.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 
Lord  Lyons. 


Affidavit  of  Commander  Smiley, 

Uriah  Francis  Smiley,  at  present  confined  in  the  county  jail.  New  York,  late 
commander  of  the  British  steamer  Night  Hawk,  of  Liverpool,  maketh  oath  and 
aaith  that  he  is  a  native  of  the  county  of  Down,  Lreland,  and  a  subject  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  has  never  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  any  foreign 
state;  that  he  has  seen  and  read  an  enclosure,  dated  the  1st  instant,  in  • 
despalpeh  from  Lord  Lyons  to  the  British  consul,  containing  the  substance  of  • 
report  of  the  capture  of  the  said  steamer,  and  this  deponent  saith  that  the  hdB 
in  relation  to  the  said  transaction  are  as  follows :  • 

The  Night  Hawk  ran  in  towards  New  inlet  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, without  any  hindrance  ^m  any  vessel  of  blockading  squadron.  ThaM 
at  about  11  o'clock  p.  m.  the  steamer  grounded  for  about  ten  minut^^s,  but  being 
backed  off  proceeded  on  her  way,  and  that  about  three-quarters  of  au  hour  after- 
wards, owing  to  the  mistake  of  the  pilot,  she  again  ran  am>nnd  and  remained 
&st,  but  would  have  floated  off  in  a  short  time,  as  the  tide  was  rising.  Thai 
ihortly  before  the  steamer  ran  agroimd  some  guns  were  fired  fi*om  a  vessel,  bnl 
at  such  a  great  distance  and  in  a  direction  so  different  from  that  of  the  Nisht 
Hawk  that  deponent  believed  they  were  directed  at  some  other  vessel.  That 
he  had  no  idea  that  his  vessel  was  actually  pursued  until  a  volley  of  small  anna 
was  fired  ^m  the  crew  of  a  boat  approaching  the  Night  Hawk,  which  was  tho 
first  intimation  they  had  of  he^  being  pursued.  That  at  Ihis  time  the  Night 
Hawk  was  fast  abound.  That  the  firet  discharge  of  small-arms  wounded  the 
surgeon,  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  standing  beside  deponent  on  the  bridge,  a  ball 
having  passed  through  his  thigh.  That  two  or  three  more  volleys  were  fired 
before  the  crew  of  the  boat  boarded  the  steamer,  wounding  Patrick  Hartigan,  a 
seaman,  and  John  McKee,  a  fireman.  And  this  deponent  solemnly  swears,  that 
no  one  on  board  the  Night  Hawk  made  any  resistance  or  show  of  resistance^ 
nor  did  any  one  escape  or  attempt  to  escape  before  the  first  volley  of  small-arraa 
was  fired,  but  that  directly  after  the  first  discharge,  the  pilot,  signal  man,  and 
fimr  others,  lowered  a  small  boat,  jumped  into  it  and  escaped  to  the  shore,  and 
that  none  of  these  were  wounded.  And  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  offieer 
in  charge  of  the  boarding  party,  who  the  deponent  has  since  learned  was  Ensign 
Seaman,  from  the  United  States  ship  Niphon,  having  inquired  what  shin  it  was, 
and  being  told  bv  deponent  that  it  was  the  Night  Hawk,  from  Bermuda,  witb- 
out  asking  for  the  snip's  papers  or  making*  any  further  inquiry,  went  into  the 
cabin  and  set  the  ship  on  nre,  at  the  same  time  sending  an  officer  into  the  fove 
part  of  the  steamer  to  fire  her  there}  which  was  also  done.  That  within  three 
ndnates  after  the  steamer  was  boarded  she  was  set  on  fire.  That  at  the  time 
this  was  done,  deponent  told  the  boarding  officer  that  there  was  a  canister  cob- 
taining  about  forty  pounds  of  powder  in  the  mate's  cabin.  That  a  Mr.  ChurchiUv 
an  engineer  of  the  United  States  ship  Niphon,  who  formed  one  of  the  boardiw 
party,  asked  permission  of  the  ensign  to  put  the  fire  out  and  get  the  ship  on, 
inasmuch  as,  he  said,  no  one  from  the  shore  could  interfere  with  them  for  an 
hour  to  come,  and  that  as  the  tide  was  rising  the  steamer  would  float  off  sooik 
That  the  said  boarding  officer  refused  to  grant  such  permission,  saying  that  be 
did  not  care  a  damn — he  would  blow  them  all  to  hell.  That  the  boarding  officer 
then  ordered  deponent  and  the  crew  of  the  Night  Hawk  into  the  boat  of  the 
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Nipbon  aiid  the  only  availabU  boat  of  the  Night  Hawk.  That  at  this  time  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  Night  Hawk  civilly  asked  the  boarding  officer  to  allow  him 
to  go  down  to  his  cabin  for  some  of  his  things.  That  the  only  reply  which  the 
officer  made  was  calling  the  engineer  a  danmed  rebel,  and  a  violent  blow  with 
a  pistol  in  the  face  of  the  engineer  which  laid  his  cheek  open,  inflicting  a  very 
severe  wound.  That  there  were  taken  in  the  two  boats,  including  this  deponent, 
twenty-three  in  all  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Night  Hawk.  That  there 
were  at  that  time  left  on  board  fourteen  men  in  all,  including  the  three  wounded 
men  who  were  lying  on  the  deck.  That  on  pushing  off  fix)m  the  sjieamer's  side, 
deponent  remonstrated  with  the  boarding  officer  against  leaving  the  rest  of  the 
crew  and  the  wounded  men  on  board  the  ship.  That  at  this  time  some  of  the 
men  on  deck  were  seen  going  towards  the  stem,  as  if  to  put  the  fire  out,  when, 
the  boarding  officer  pointed  his  pistol  at  them,  and  with  coarse  oaths  threatened 
to  shoot  them.  Mr.  Ohurchill,  his  engineer,  begged  him  not  to  do  so.  That  the 
two  boats  then  moved  off  toward  the  Niphon;  and  that,  on  deponent^again 
referring  to  the  inhumanity  of  leaving  the  men  in  the  ship,  as  they  might  be 
burnt  or  blown  up,  and  that  the  ensign  ought  to  send  a  boat  to  their  relidP,  that 
officer  replied,  that  if  they  could  not  bale  out  the  boat  that  was  lying  astern 
and  get  off  in  it,  they  might  go  to  hell  and  be  damned.  That  at  this  time  the 
flames  were  coming  up  through  the  cabin  scuttle,  and  deponent  solemnly  swears 
that  not  a  single  gun  was  fired  firom  Fort  Fisher  or  any  battery  on  shore  untU 
after  the  two  boats  had  left  the  Night  Hawk  and  were  well  on  their  way  to  the 
I^iphon.  That  Fort  Fisher  then  fired  some  shot  and  shell  over  the  Night  Hawk, 
the  after  part  of  which  was  at  this  time  in  flames.  And  deponent  further  saith, 
that  when  the  boats  came  alongside  the  Niphon,  the  boarding  officer  called  out 
to  the  commander  that  he  had  the  captain  and  twenty-two  omer  prisoners  from 
the  Night  Hawk,  and  that  there  was  a  lot  left  on  board  whom  he  could  not 
bting  off,  but  that  there  was  a  boat  alongside  which  they  could  bale  out  and 
^t  off  in.  That  on  boarding  the  Niphon,  deponent  reported  to  Captain  Gamp- 
bell,  her  commander,  the  leaving  of  the  wounded  men  and  the  rest  of  the  crew 
on  board  the  steamer,  and  eomplained  of  the  conduct  of  the  boarding  officer. 
Captain  Campbell  said  he  regretted  having  sent  him,  adding,  that  he  was  a  man 
of  ungovemalble  temper.  That  deponent  was  then  transferred  to  the  United 
States  ship  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  on  going  on  boaid  reported  to  Captain  GHs- 
son,  her  commander,  the  conduct  of  the  boarding  officer  in  firing  on  the  crew  of 
the  Night  Hawk,  and  in  his  setting  fire  to  the  ship  and  leaving  the  wounded 
men  and  rest  of  the  crew  on  board.  Captain  Glisson  said,  in  reply,  that  Ensign 
Seaman  was  not  a  proper  person  to  have  been  sent  to  board  the  prize ;  that  tbe 
setting  fire  to  her  was  unjustifiable,  and  that  he  would  report  him  to  the  admiral, 
or  words  to  that  effect.  And  deponent  lastly  saith,  that  the  Night  Hawk  is  a 
British  ship,  registered  at  Liverpool,  and  is  the  sole  property  of  £dward  Law- 
rence, of  Liverpool,  a  British  suoject.  That  the  ship  sailed  from  Liverpool  in 
ballast  and  took  in  her  cargo  at  Bermuda,  which  consisted  almost  entirely  of 
provisions,  but  including  twenty-six  bags  of  saltpetre  and  sixty  pigs  of  lead. 
That  Henry  L.  Force,  referred  to  in  the  enclosure  above  mentioned,  was  not 
owner  of  either  vessel  or  cargo,  or  any  part  of  them,  but  is  a  ship-broker  and 
shipping  agent,  and  as  broker  attended  to  the  cleanng  of  the  ship  at  Liverpool 
for  Bermuda. 

URIAH  F.  SMILEY. 
Sworn  at  the  county  jail,  New  York,  this  22d  day  of  November,  A.  P.  1864. 

r,    g  1  E;  M.  ARCHIBALD, 

^        '  Her  Brituh  Majesty's  CoTmi,  New  York 
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Jamee  Brown,  late  chief  officer  of  the  steamer  Night  Ha^,  at  present  coi^ 
fined  in  the  connty  jail,  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  thirty 
years;  that  he  is  a  British-bom  subject,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  has  never 
taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  any  foreign  state;  that  he  has  read  the  foregoing 
affidavit  of  Uriah  Francis  Smiley,  and  that  the  statements  therein  made  am 
jnst  and  true,,  saving  that  deponent  was  not  present  at  the  time  that  Captain 
&niley  was  tak^i  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  did  not  hear  the  converse 
tl(m  which  is  stated  by  Certain  Smiley  to  have  taken  place  between  him  and 
Oiiptain  Glisson. 

JAMES  BEOWN. 

Sworn  by  the  said  James  Brown  at  the  county  jail.  New  York,  this  22d  day 
oif  November.  A.  'D.  1864,  before  me. 
[L.  s.]  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD, 

H.  B.  M.  Consul,  New  York 


Affldamt  </  Siigmm  MelnfyTL 

William  Mclntyre,  late  chief  engineer  of  the  steamer  Night  Hawk,  at  present 
confined  in  the  county  jaU,  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  ne  is  of  the  age  of 
forty  years,  a  native  of  Glasgow,  and  a  British  subject,  and  has  never  taken 
oath  of  allegiance  to  any  forei^  state.  That  he  has  heard  read  the  foregoing 
affidavit  of  Uriah  Francis  Smiley;  and  deponent  saith  that  he  was  taken  from 
the  Night  Hawk  in  the  ship's  boat,  and  was  not  in  the  Niphon's  boat  in  whkh 
Captain  Smiley  and  his  first  officer  were  taken  firom  the  Night  Hawk,  and  did 
not,  therefore,  hear  the  conversation  between  Captain  Smiley  and  Ensign 
Seaman,  or  see  the  latter  present  a  pistol  at  the  portion  of  the  crew  who  re- 
mained on  board  the  Night  Hawk.  Neither  was  deponent  present  at  the  coih 
versation  which  is  stated  to  have  taken  place  between  Captain  Smiley  and 
Captain  Olisson,  but  deponent  saith  that  in  all  other  respects  the  statements  in 
the  said  affidavit  of  Uriah  Francis  Smiley  are  correct  and  true. 

WILLIAM  McINTrRK 

Sworn  by  the  said  William  Mclntyre  at  the  county  jail.  New  York,  this  22d 
d^  of  November,  A.  D.  1864,  before  me. 
iL.  8.]  E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

H.  B.  M.  Consul,  New  York 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washingion,  November  26,  1864. 
My  Lord:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  21st  of  July  last,  relative  to 
flie  case  of  the  bri^tine  Scylla,  which  vessel  was  seized  by  die  United  Stain 
military  authorities  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Texas,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  in 
reply  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  10th  instant  from  the  War  Department,  which  is 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  report  upon  the  case  made  by  Miyor  General 
Qimby.  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be>  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obe4i^ 
eearvant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAEtt 
J^ht  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc^  ^c,  ^. 
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Mr.  Dama  to  Mr.  Smard, 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt, 
Wcuhington  Oity,  November  10,  1864. 
Sib:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  of  August  last,  transmittrng  a  cop^ 
of  a  communication  from  the  British  minister  relative  to  the  brigantine  ScyUib 
seized  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  at  Brazos  Santiago^ 
Texas,  I  am  instructed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
report  made  by  Major  General  Oanby,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  for  ii^ 
yestigation ;  and  from  which  it  appears  that  the  vessel  with  her  neutral  cargo 
has  been  turned  over  to  the  United  States  marshal  for  the  district  of  East  Loui^ 
tana*  and  reported  to  the  district  attorney  for  libel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  DANA, . 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
.   Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Qtmtrdt  Cambff  to  Adjutant  General  T%omas. 
HBADaUARTBBS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  WbST  MISSISSIPPI, 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana^  October  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  brigantiUB 
Scylla,  referred  through  your  office  by  the  State  Department  for  investigatioii 
and  report.  The  evidence  and  the  admission  of  Mr.  Adams  show  that  he  has 
no  claim  to  the  character  of  a  neutral.  He  is  still  a  citizen  of  the  United  States^ 
and,  under  the  law  of  nations,  a  deserter  from  the  duties  and  obligations  of  thai 
citizenship,  and  his  property  is  subject  to  capture  wherever  it  may  be  found. 
In  his  case,  as  there  are  no  neutral  rights  or  questions  of  prize  money  involved* 
the  title  is  vested  by  the  capture,  and  his  only  relief  is  in  executive  remission> 
or  by  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  under  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  Con* 
gress  approved  March  12,  1863. 

How  far  the  vessel  may  be  tainted  by  the  unlawM  intent  and  destination  of 
the  voyage,  can  only  be  determined  by  courts  exercising  admirally  jurisdiction) 
snd  there  is  no  doubt  an  error  was  committed  by  the  military  authorities  on  the 
Bio  Grande  in  not  sending  the  vessel  and  the  neutral  cargo  on  board  of  her,  for 
abjudication  by  the  United  States  courts. 

The  only  other  question  involved  in  the  reference  of  these  papers  is  the  ruse 
by  which  the  vessel  was  brought  under  the  control  of  the  land  forces  of  tha 
United  States.  This  is  properly  a  subject  for  judicial  decision.  Under  the  laws 
of  war  it  was,  in  my  judgment,  perfectly  legitimate;  and  there  are  decisions  in 
the  English  courts  in  which  similar  stratagems  are  declared  to  be  "  not  only 
justifiable  but  commendable." 

The  brigantine  and  her  neutral  cargo  will  be  turned  over  to  the  United  States 
marshal  for  the  district  of  East  Louisiana,  and  reported  to  the  district  attorney 
for  libel.  The  property  (or  the  proceeds,  if  it  has  been  sold)  of  Mr.  AdaoUi 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  supervisory  special  agent  for  this  district,  under  the 
act  of  March  12,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  s^rant, 

ED.  R.  S.  OANBY, 
Major  Ghneral  Commanding* 

Adjutant  Gbnbral  op  thb  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


812  DIPLOMATIC  CORBE6POKDEN08. 


Mr*  Seward  to  Lord  liyoM. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  November  26,  1864. 

Hy  Lobo  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jotir  commanioi^ 
tion  of  the  19th  instant,  rehitiye  to  an  order  alleged  to  have  beeoi  isaned  by  Qex^' 
exel  Dix  in  regard  to  the  recent  outrages  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont ;  and  in  reply, 
to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  matter  will  receiye  due  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

fiight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  ijfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


DEPARTMENT  OP  StATB, 

Washington,  November  29,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of 
a  conminnication  of  ^the  25th  instant,  from  the  War  Department^  giving  a  copy 
of  a  report  of  the  22d  instant  from  Major  General  Dix  in  regard  to  the  existence 
of  a  military  organization  of  insurgent  frigitives  from  the  United  States  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Dbpartmbnt, 
Washington  City,  November  25,  1864. 
Sib  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  transmit  for  your  information  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Gkneral  Dix,  relative  to  the  disturbed  con- 
dition of  the  northern  frontier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


General  Dix  to  Mr.  Stanton, 

\  Hbadquartbrs  Department  op  the  East, 

New  York  City,  November  22,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  following  reliable  information :  There  are  about  forty  rebels 

In  Marysburg,  Prince  Edward's  county,  Canada,  on  the  north  siSe  of  Lake  Oi^ 

tario,  and  northwest  of  Oswego.     They  drill  regularly  about  three  times  a  week, 

and  are  armed  with  revolvers.    They  board  with  the  farmers  in  the  neighbop- 
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hood,  seem  to  have  plenty  of  mon^,  and  eay  thej  belong  to  John  Morgan's 
onrps.  These  orgamzations  for  hostile  purposes,  on  Canadian  soil,  are  so  plainly 
In  violation  of  all  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  that  I  cannot  donbt  the  willing- 
ness of  the  Canadian  authorities  to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proper  notice. 

There  are  some  indications  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  our  citisens  along  the 
frontier,  on  account  of  the  outrages  on  the  Detroit  river  and  at  St.  Albans ;  and 
I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to  the  former  would  have  a  ealn- 
tary  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  Hue. 

I  am,  very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major  Generalf  New  York, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washif^tony  November  29,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  Credible  information  having  been  received  at  this  department 
that  Bennet  G.  Burley,  charged  with  crimes  of  piracy  and,robbery,  and  assault 
with  intent  to  commit  murder,  on  board  the  United  States  merchant  steamer 
Philo  Parsoiis,  upon  Lake  Erie,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
is  a  fugitive  &om  the  justice  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  and  that  he  is  now 
held  in  custody  at  Toronto,  in  that  province,  awaiting  the  requisition  of  this 
government  for  his  extradition,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Washington,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  reouest,  through  your  lord- 
ship, that  her  Majesty's  government  may  be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary 
warrant  for  the  delivery  of  the  aforenamed  Bennet  G.  Burley  to  Joseph  Din>-. 
mick  and  James  Henry,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  who  may  be  duly 
anthorized  by  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Michi- 
gan  to  receive  the  said  fugitive,  and  to  bring  him  back  to  the  United  States  for 
trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedient 
senrvant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  igc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


'  Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washikoton,  November  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recdpt  of  youi*  note  of  yesterday's 
date,  and  of  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  alleged  existence  of  a  military  organi- 
sation in  Canada  of  fugitives  from  the  United  States. 

I  have  this  day  transmitted  copies  of  the  note,  and  of  its  enclosures,  to  his 
exoellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  the  hi^est  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient) 
humble  servant, 

Tor  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  (jfc.,  iffc.,  ijfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyont. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

WashingUmt  December  1,  1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  toe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jonr  comn»inic»- 
tion  of  the  26th  nltimo,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Night  Hawk,  and  to  inform 
jronr  lordship  that  it  will  be  taken  into  immediate  consideration. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be»  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  joor  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  9fc^  Sfc.^  ifo. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  22d  of  November,  in  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  inform  yon  that  f  had  forwarded  that  day  to  his  ezcdlency,  the 
governor  general  of  Oanada,  copies  of  fresh  warrants  and  oUier  papers  in  the 
matter  of  the  extradition  of  Samuel  Engene  Lackey  and  others,  which  yoa 
transmitted  to  me  on  the  2lBt  of  November,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you,  herewith,  a  c6py  of  the  governor  general's  reply,  which  I  received  yes- 
terday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  cotisideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Lard  Monck  io  Lord  Lyons  . 

QuBBBC,  November  28,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  yesterday  (Sonday) 
of  your  despatch  of  the  22d  instant,  covering  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
of  the  United  States,  in  which  Mr.  Seward  states  that  inaccuracies  had  occmred, 
especially  the  names  of  some  of  the  prisoners,  in  his  former  note,  demanding^the 
extradition  of  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others,  accused  of  murder,  and  assauU 
with  intent  to  commit  murder,  in  the  State  of  Vermont ;  and  that  he  now  for- 
wards a  correct  list  of  the  names,  and  duly  authenticated  copies  ofthe  complaints 
made  against  these  persons,  and  r^plar  warrants  issued  for  their  apprehension, 
by  the  proper  courts  of  the  State  of  Vermont 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  persons  answering  to  the  names  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Seward's  note  are^now  in  custody,  on  remand  at  Montreal,  and  as 
soon  as  I  shall  have  been  advised  that  the  proofs  required  by  the  extradition 
treaty  have  been  made  in  their  case,  the  necessary  warrants  will  be  issued  for  their 
dcdivenr  to  the  officers  of  the  Unitod  States. 
I  have,  &;c.,  &o., 

MONOK. 

Lord  Lyons,  O.  0.  B.,  ijfCf  8fc.f  Sfc 


V*v 


